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Programme and Perspectives

DRAFT RESOLUTION
for the 10th Annual Conference
to be held on 11/12 April, 1970
. at the Spa, ‘Scarborough



This Draft Resolution is submitted by the National
Committee of he Young Socialists for the Tenth
Annual Conference of the Young Socialists which
will be held on April 11 and 12 at The Grand Hall,

The Spa, Scarborough. :
It is open for any amendment or alteration and

addendum that you may think necessary. ;
Branches have the opportunity to submit

counter resolutions if they wish.
All amendments must be sent to S. Torrance,

National Secretary, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4.

Amendments

1 The Young

Socialists and
the internationa

class struggle

THE Young Socialists
fight on all questions The Plouah Book Jerv
affecting youth against o .
the capitalist system 5o Ureat |

which deprives them of
security, of education, of /UL

a future. .
All the great human con- e MioUug

quests of science and tech- . ey
nique, all the heritage of cul- I NS Sds
ture, are turned by capital- L Y g ge
ism into instruments of ex- ., f g
ploitation and destruction. ",
The oppression of colonial The Piough BDO‘.-;
-

peoples, the prospect of mass

1| The Plough Book Service,
58 Great Charies St,,

unemployment, the growth of | res har, =
militarism and racialism, the §__8.... 9 reat C o
threat of world war—these are i Duh‘ iﬂ 1

the horizons of capitalism.

“Youth all over the world is
rising to reject that future. The
millions of young Vietnamese



workers and peasants who come
forward year after year to beat
back American imperialism have
inspired a generation of youth
in every continent. |
Now the long a_nd bitter
struggles of the colonial peoples
come together with the effects
of capitalist crisis in Europe,
North America and Japan.

The workers of these coun-
tries, with the young workers in
the forefront, have in the last
two years openly challenged the
power of the capitalist state and

of the Stalinist bureaucracy i1n
eastern Europe.

The struggle against capitalism
is essentially the struggle for
workers’ power and socialism.
It 1s an international struggle.

The great blows struck by the
working class in the recent
period are the greatest possible
confirmation of the history of
our Young Socialist movement.

We have always insisted that
youth must build an indepen-
dent, revolutionary youth move-
ment in which all the problems
of youth are brought into the
struggle of the working class for
power, guided by Marxist theory
and the revolutionary party.

2 French general strike

In May and June 1968, the
workers of France, with the
youth in the vanguard and sup-
ported by the students, brought
the whole capitalist regime to

its knees in a great general
strike.

A revolutionary situation was
created in a period of g3 few
days. Only the treachery of the
Stalinist and reformist trade

union and party leaders pr
e-

vented the workers fro iz

i . m seizing




down by referendum in Apnil Amendments
1969.

The Pompidou bankers’ gov-
ernment now faces the renewal
of the great strike struggles of
a growingly confident French
working class.

France sets the pattern for
the struggle of youth for social-
ism everywhere.

The fight is a revolutionary
one, a fight for power, and it
involves the building of an in-
| dependent revolutionary leader-

ship against the Stalinists and
| reformists. The Young Socialists
will never forget this lesson.

3 Czechoslovakia—a
landmark

Czechoslovakia proved this to
| the hilt. August 21, 1968, and

J ‘the events which followed the - e

Warsaw Pact invasion of that ‘"’3 4}; - ? 1C
date, is a landmark in the his- s
tory of the international struggle . O

for socialism and the experience ? &2
of the Young Socialists and their
counterparts internationally.

The same Stalinism which
betrayed in France through its
‘peaceful roads’ here acted with
ruthless and massive brutality
to suppress the workers of
Czechoslovakia who rose up to
fight the bureaucracy.

! A generation of fighters for
socialism was given a bitter les-
son in the truth of Trotskyism:
the struggle against the Stalinist
bureaucracy cannot be won by
reforming the bureaucracy, only
by political revolution to over-
throw it and thus preserve the
socialist basis of the economy:
and this struggle for political
revolution, against Stalinism, is

4 one with the international fight
against capitalism.

The youth in every country,
therefore, can wage the struggle
for socialism only under the
banner of the Fourth Inter-
national founded by Trotsky in
1938, in the fight to solve the
crisis of revolutionary leadership.
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ccessive devaluations.
bnyllfc behind the monetary CrIiSIS
is the basic contradiction of
capitalism. The productive forces
are stagnating because of the
orip of international *ﬁnanr_:e-
capital and the monopolies, with
their narrow national frame-
works and their subordination
of science and technique to
profit, and to the militarism
necessary for the defence of the
profit system.
Of these productive forces, the
greatest 1s the working class
itself. The long years of boom,

of full employment without
major defeats for the working

class, has created a situati
, has ¢ on for
the capitalists and their Stalinist

Supporters which has
the most awful his o

cations, .
Capitalism has
_ ent
4 period of e
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a large-scale defeat for the

working class. Y _
The Young Socialists acclaim

in particular the resurgence of

the workers of West Germany

and Italy. A new generation,
their whole working experience
made since the Second World
War, has led the older workers
to an Inspiring recovery from
the period of Hitler’s and Mus-
solini’s fascism.

The great strike wave of the
late summer and autumn of 1969
was the continuation in those
countries of the new stage of

the European revolution begun
by the French and Czech work-
ers in 1968.

The revival of the struggle at
new levels in Spain, Greece and

the rest of Europe is on the
agenda.

5 United States—
the centre of economic
Crisis

The United States itself is
the real centre of the economic
crisis which underlies all these
struggles. Even the preliminary
battles—the resistance of the
Negro masses, the student
struggle, and the nationwide
opposition to the Vietnam war—
have been marked by great
violence and intensity.

This reflects the unpreceden-
ted concentration of all imperial-
ism’s contradictions at the centre
of the system.

Inexorably, these basic con-
siderations are forcing their way
Into government policy in meet-
ing the growing balance of
payments problems.

In the United States above all,
the problem of inflation, which
expresses the contradiction of
a relatively prosperous and con-
fident, trade-union conscious
working class as the basis of
‘'stability’, is forcing the pace of
an Inevitable head-on struggle
between the classes.

The American workers, again
with the youth to the fore, will
move 1nto action with all the
confidence of the European
workers; but their struggle will

]
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have a scale and a sharpness
caused by the very international
strength of US imperialism,
which brings into the US all the
world problems of capitalism.

It is this struggle of the work-
ing class which has been anticip-
ated in the Negro, student and
anti-war battles.

In the US as in every othe_r
country, the great question 1s
one of revolutionary leadership,

of preparation for these great
struggles.

6 A United

Socialist States

of KEurope

THERE IS no capitalist way out
of the world crisis except tens
of millions of deaths through
depression and the awful pros-
pect of a Third World War.
There is no reform solution.

Either the capitalists take on
the working class, as they must,
and defeat it; or the working
class overthrows capitalism in
one or more advanced countries.

The Young Socialists are de-
termined that such an overthrow
can be carried out. That is why
we participated in organizing the
International Assembly of Youth

in 1967, with al] the countries of

Europe, the US and
’ m
represented. any Oth'ers




7 A programime

for youth in the
struggle against
British
capitalism

IN BRITAIN, the choice before
vouth and the working class is
now presented directly in the
challenge: how can the enemy,
the employers and the Tory
Party, be defeated in their plans
to come back into office and to
‘discipline’ the working class?

The employing class and the
Tories are the arch-enemy of
vouth and its future. Faithful
representatives of the interests
of imperialism, they must at-
tempt to dismantle the welfare
and education systems, destroy
housing as a social service,
lower unemployment benefit
alongside drastically reducing the
labour force, bring in new laws
and strengthen judicial, police
and military repression against
the youth in these worsened con-
ditions, and encourage racialism
to divide the vouth.

These plans against youth are
an essential part of the Tories’
attacks on the working class.

Taking advantage of the path
opened by Wilson and the
Labour government, they are
preparing government measures
to break up the trade unions as
expressions of the class interests
of workers, and instead reducing
them to organs of the capitalist
state.

Employers and scabs will
receive all the protection of the
law against workers in struggle
for jobs and wages. Unemploy-
ment and racialism are to be the

weapons for enforcing these
measures.

This programme of the Tories,
openly announced, is the
measure of the betrayal of the
Labour government which has

Amendments
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prepared the way for their return |

to power.
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All the warnings of the Young

1t in 1964 have been
Saeann II{Nilson must be ex-

' fought, or the Crisis

I1;.r?lsled ﬁax'andd him attacking th_e
working class on behalf of lgs
capitalist paymasters, and t 'ﬁ
danger of a Tory return wi
grow. | '

The only effective preparation
against the Tories 1s tO ﬁght
against Wilson, for socialist
policies.

Northern Ireland has brought
out more clearly than ever the
nature of the struggle against

Toryism and the role of Wilson
and the Labour government.

Thousands of young workers
entered a struggle for important
reforms, the so-called ‘civil
rights’. But the Unionist (Tory)
government of Northern Ireland
replied with brutal repressions.

with the perspective of gradually
changing capitalism in N orthern

Ireland, the young workers were

V the government forces

Unionist exXtremist 4
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warkis gl S attacked the
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. ment as_ well as against the Amendments
B, Tories: these are essential, in
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| ritain or in Ireland. |

§ Struggle against the
B system
In order to counter the Tories’
need to struggle
ole system where-
rs of them are

-paid jobs in

and unorgan-
iy ?“'“ﬁ s, where apprentices
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y . fighting for v
s In * ©
g must be¢
workers
which tc
The doors of the i
young woqkers. B -
ns_must 0¢ | cally ina
tr_ades unio : E I i
we demand reduced dues for 1 Pl

oung workers.
¢ The union bureaucrats must

be made to recruit to the appro-
priate unions all youth In low-
paid jobs in the catering _trades
and unorganized youth iIn the

sweat shops. I
We call on all young workers

to support the struggle of the
All Trades Unions Alliance on
the fundamental question of
building a revolutionary leader-
ship in the unions.

10 Unemployed youth

|

I

(b) It is the urgent task of the l

Young Socialists to campaign

on behalf of unemployed youth

and to prevent them from be-

coming isolated from employed

workers.

For this reason we demand:

® Unemployment benefit for
all young unemployed work- - (d) A
ers paid at adult rates from loyer
the day they leave school. ployt tl

® The opening of technical re- p (1):1 th

education centres under by 1 'e'

workers’ control and paid tlc’%‘h y

for by big business. Ny

Re-open the shut-down fac- » 0

tories under public owner-

ship and workers’ control. 12

® A full programme of public . |
works  (hospitals, schools, '

youth clpbs,_ housing pro- |

Jects, swimming pools) paid l

at trade union rates under

workers’ management.

V\;ork-sharing without loss

to recruit a
take responsibility of une&d.

ploved youth.

® Political
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Comprehensive

education

- (c) The profits of big business

must be used to give young

workers a better education with

which to face the future.

Education today is patheti-
cally inadequate.

' In this ﬁeld we make the fol-
lowing demands:

Comprehenswe education

- for all.

education in

' ~ workers’ organi-
r technical edu-

, -leavmg age
-;ll grants to
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Ing access to gymnasia,
sports fields, clubs, swimming

pools, cinemas and theatres.
® All youth centres to be

Placed under the control of
youth themselves.

® Premises to be made avail-

able to young workers
where they can meet to
discuss their problems and
Interests free from victimi-

zation and Intimidation by
the police.

@ Elected committees of

young workers, trades

unionists and tenants, in
' ' with local
trades councils, to investi-
gate cases of police bru-
tality against youth.

® Nationalization of the re-
cording companies, dance
halls, film corporations and
cinemas, under the control
of committees of youth,
working-class and popular
cultural organizations.

13 Against racialism

(f) The employers constantly
use their hirelings in the law
courts, the police force, sihe
press and parliament to divide
the youth. They encourage ra-
cialist ideas in youth to turn
their frustration against immi-
grant workers.

The Young Socialists must
conduct constant propaganda,
rallies and campaigns against the
racialists and their thinly-dis-
guised spokesmen in parliament,

In this respect we demand:

@ Repeal the Immigration Act.

@ Full rights for immigrant
vouth in relation to employ-
ment, education and leisure.

® Opposition to any govern-
ment plans to conscript

youth to fight imperialist
wars.

® Young Socialists, together

with other organized work-
ers, will organize and train
British and iImmigrant
youth together for the de-
fence of their organizations
against the fascists.
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14 Rents and housing

Young working-class fami-
fige)s need accomodation of their
own. Capitalism denies t_hem
mortages, extracts exorbitant

rents from them or forces them

to live with their parents.

The Young Socialists put for- |

ward the following demands:

@ 100 per cent interest-free |

mortages for housing.

@ Rents to be fixed at a level |
young working-class fami- 4_

lies can afford.

@® Step up the house-building :

programme on the basis of
the nationalization of the
insurance companies and
building societies.

@® Nationalize land, the build-
ing and building supplies in-
dustries.

This programme for vouth can
be fought for successfully only
as part of the struggle for so-
cialist policies in the working-
class movement as a whole.

The Young Socialists have al-
ways fought for such a socialist
programme. That is why it be-
came necessary in 1964 to break
from Wilson and build the inde-

pendent socialist youth move- |

ment'

Defence of the trade unions, |

opposition to all forms of anti-
union legislation, repeal of the

Prices and Incomes Act—the |

Young Socialists are proud to
ha_ve taken the initiative, along
with the Socialist Labour
League, on this question.

The struggle against the La-
bour government on these de-
mands could only be waged by
4 movement hostile to Stalinism

and to reformism in all its dis-
guises.

15 A socialist programme

AGAINST THE attacks of the

government and the
Plans of the Tories, it is essen-

ght on a socialist pro-

’
dulgiaglonahzation of the big in-
comrlal_ monopolies and large
ciet‘pames, banks, building so-
€S and insurance companies,
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sion of ipte
owners in the

ized industries. ;
ahﬁetapeal of the reactionary

legislation of the Wilson govern-
ment’s Immigration Act, Prices
and Incomes Act, Health Service
charges. Restoration of cuts In

the social services. .
Planned use of the gigantiC
funds expropriated from the
finance-houses and monopolies
to tackle the problems of hous-
ing and poverty.
eases of national insur-
ance contributions over the last
| five years to be abolished and
- the funds kept up by progres-

~ sive taxes on the wealthy.

must come un-
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_ All relations with the Greek

£ : dictatorship_and the fascist re-
| gimes of Spain and Portugal
| would be broken off.

A socialist government would

unhesitatingly sever all connec-

tions with N ATO—counter-

revolutionary alliance—and with

the UNO—docile tool of imper-

ialism.
There must be no more secret

-diplecy or participation in
summit meetings of the Big
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PETER GRAHAM,
MEMORIAL LISRARY
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theory .

his fight—against racialism,
agginst the influence of bour-
geois ideology 1n the youth, can
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The Spa, Scarborough

Coaches leaving from all areas. Cost approximately £4 includes bed and
breakfast, fare, Conference and also dance on Saturday evening.

Deposit enclosed: £
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