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O’Donoghue's
Justice’

John O’Donoghue - Fianna Fail’s 'Zero Toler-
ance' Minister for Justice - is already on record
as saying that up to 90% of current applications
for asylum are likely to be refused. Given that
the vast majority of cases have not actually been
heard, it is clear that O’Donoghue’s concept of
state. | 'Justice' is akin to the 'give them a fair trial and
then hang them' of old (except that he doesn’t

Deportations

The prospect of police forcibly putting people on to aeroplanes and
transporting them in handcuffs out of the country might seem alien to the
concept of the friendly, welcoming and “Cead Mile Failte” image por-

trayed in Bord Failte literature. Yet this is exactly what is now happen-
Ing.

Who, we might wonder, are these people
who are being turfed out of the country? It’s
certainly not going to be Charles Haughey
or any of his mates being sent off to bring
back information about their offshore ac-
counts. Nor 15 1t going to be property

come to Ireland without passing through
another European country, the ‘Dublin Con-
vention’ gives the Irish authorities a practi-
cal ‘carte blanche’ for refusing access to the

speculators or land re-zoners being told to
sod off and stop ripping off working class
people. In fact the people who are being
thrown out of the country are people who
have fled authoritarian regimes, people who

have been forced to leave their families and

friends because of extreme poverty, the
prospect of arrest for their political or reli-

gious beliefs, the threat of torture or even

death.

A government made up of Fianna Fail and
the Progressive Democrats - two of the
parties whose economic policies have forced
tens of thousands of Irish people to leave the

country in search of work - are throwing out

people who, similarly, are victims of a crazy
system which puts profits before people.
How, we might ask, has this come to pass?

Batten down the hatches!
What essentially is happening is that -

through a combination of a Supreme Court

ruling from last November and the EU’s
“Dublin Convention™ signed last Septem-

ber - the guardians of the “Celtic Tiger are

battening down the hatches.

The “Dublin Convention™ states that appli-
cations for asylum must be made in the first
EU country in which an asylum seeker ar-
rives. Given that practically no-one can

Some might argue that people are only be-
ing deported to another EU country and that
their application for asylum will be dealt
with in that country. However 1t 1s well
known that many EU countries are refusing
asylum applications and returning people to
their countries of origin - where many of
them face arrest, torture or even death. In
fact in England a number of years ago a
refugee woman - Joy Gardner - was handled
so brutally by immigration police that they
killed her before they had a chance to dump
her on a plane.

even want to be bothered with the hassle of the
supposedly “fair’ trial). He and his officials
have already made up their minds that large
numbers of applications are “bogus”, echoing
his party colleague Ivor Callely of Dublin North
Central who has called for “rogue asylum seek-
ers” to be “kicked out” of Ireland and - obvi-
ously using the same future-reading skills as the
Minister - has declared that while 70% of current
applications for asylum are yet to be heard “.a

considerable proportion are found to be not
deserving of asylum.”

The WSM rejects the concept of immigration
control. We further reject the, idea that distinc-
tions should be drawn between 'genuine' (i.e.
political) refugees and economic refugees. None

of us in Ireland need to be reminded of what it is
like to be an economic refugee.
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ellers by the Nazis. In Ireland the racism
against Travellers is soO deep and so all

pervasive that few people even recognise it
for what it is. In the fight against this racism

Travellers themselves and their organisa-
tions need to be centrally involved.

They must set the agenda, deciding on
what issues and how they want to fight.

They need the active support of the left,

Few groups or individuals on the left in Ire‘la.nd understax.ld tl}at tk!e situation Bof : and especially of the trade ux}ion move-
Travellers was until recently the most explicit form' c:f raqsm .m .thlS. country. e;aus ment because they have very litilstmiaccis
Travellers are white, people have difficulty recognising dlscnmmat*lon agam.st them on their own. There have been attempts
as racism. Travellers are subjected to the most extreme forms of social exclusion and over the past thirty years at Travelld self.
segregation which can only be described as apartheid. organisation but these organisations were
They are refused service In pubs, cates, madic lifestyle. quickly smashed by the state.

many shops, launderettes, hairdressers,  pacism against Gypsiesand Travellersgoes 1, 1963 the Gardai planted explosives on
discos, hotels, cinemasand evensomedoc- 1 1 40 the time they started migrating  Gratton Puxon, the organiser of the Irish

tors refuse to serve them. from India around the 11th century. It  Traveller Community which was becom-

At school many Traveller children are reached its height with the e?(termination ing a force to be reckoned with. Nearly
taught in totally segregated classes which  of a quarter of a million Gypsies and Trav- twenty years later they planted stolen jew-

cater for Traveller children of all ages in the ellery on Nan Joyce, a leading member of
one class. Officially this is done to provide the Traveller-only organisation Minceir
them with a service that respects their no- Miscli. Nanranagainstaracist candidatein
madic culture. In reality nothing could be PARLIAMENT | Just published a Tallaghtin the General Election of 1982 and
further from the truth, which is thatitis | a3 new WSM pam- got twice the number of votes as he did. For

left wing activists concerned about racism

done in order to discriminate against them 5 , :
DEMQCBACY | iphiet Toariia gty there is plenty of it to fight in relation to

more efficiently.

' e R i or Democracy?’ Traallors
Racism is a particular form of domination, ' Only 2 pounds incl. e '
exploitation and exclusion. Racism against post and packing
Travellers and Gypsies is rooted in an ide- from
ology of sedentarist superiority. This is the WSM, PO Box

belief that the settled person’s way of life is
the modern norm and that nomadism is a
throwback to less civilised times.

Irish um}r-;-his! pamphlet 1 528, Dublin 8

Nomadic people also pose a threat to the
values of property ownership and the ac-

. | el - - B . * £
cumulation of possessions. Racisminvolves &8 - - '
power domination by one group over the g r a n I s ' n 0 I n
other. Because Travellers are such a small _ | - , -

minority of the population (0.5% approx)
they are totally at the mercy of the settled
population. The effects of this racism and

Organising to resist deportations is one of the key tasks facing all anti-racists An

‘ . _ effective campaign will be one which can ensure that the political climate is such that
exclusion can be graphically seen in the

health statistics of the Traveller popula- e g?verm.nent d g afra!d t({ throw people out because of the adverse public
gor reaction this would get. This climate cannot be brought about overnight. Huge

amounts of work are needed to counter the racist nonsense which working class people

Traveller infants have three times the in- | are subjected to by the media and by politicians.
fant mortality rate of the settled popula-

on, Travaller womes huve sl & sxoect: We_ mu.st work to win over maj oriFy opinion.  We must be prepared to learn from the tactics
ey Dot Eftcen yeats loss ek Hheir This \\:’lll of nece‘:ssny involve taking on and  employed by anti-deportation campaigns
settled counterparts and Traveller men's de{?atmg i rar.?lst‘ STEUMCHS about‘“spong- throughout Europe, in particular the Sans
life expectancy is ten years less than settled ers etc. and pointing out tl}at working cla‘ss Papiers movement in France who - through
men's. They don't fare any better educa- people have much more in common with  church occupations by people threatened with
tionally. Only a handful of Traveller chil- refugees ar‘ld asylum seekers than we have  deportation and other such direct action tac-
dren, have made it through second level with the likes of Tony O’Reilly, Michael tics - raised the issue in a huge way and built

education and there are still only a tiny Smurfit, Michael Lowry, Larry Goodman, a broad and somewhat successful campaign- |
number of Travellers nationwide whohave | ¢harlie Haugheyandtherestofthe real spong- |

completed a third level course. ers and parasites. Itisahuge challenge. As anarchists, members 1
fﬁﬂ?out 80% of the adult population are : of the WSM have been involved in building
illiterate and still only about 70% of the Li Linkﬁs and tactics the Anti Racism Campaign (Dublin) and i I
primary school age children et 13 el inks must be built with workers in the air- migrant Solidarity (Cork). We call on all ant1- I
Someschoolsstill refuse to take them. These ports and the ferryports to try to ensure their  racists to get involved in these campaigns and t
are the statistics of racism... a grano ofthe refusal to co-operate with deportations. We  to held build the fi ght against racism, against 1
population whose health and educational | > 250 100k to building strong links with deportations and for a multicultural Ireland - ;
that?‘d ards are at least 50 years behind that | & PS ofasylumseekers such as the Associa-  an Ireland where everyone is welcome regard- g
respte:’;ise.t {t)cf t;eegoiglation. ki ;::::10: Itieiugze% and Asylum Seekers inIre- less of culture or skin colour and where WOk’ F;
blame this scand:loirgi?tg;tiséatmh?rs B action ;rot:st :::ilfitprepared to take direct  ing class people stand together against P . I
lers themselves and on their p?e(;;‘rr;z‘:;: Ing thrown out of th;e:(:ﬁlf;;fem PR o ond B o rti

—




“What do we mean by respect for
humanity? Wemean the recognition
of human right and human dignity
iy kAt emnte | i vy man, of whatever race [or]
PRI NS CRE AR N CRNPRNPR R colur”  Mikhail Bakunin, 1867
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Anarchists hold that until all are free then no one is free. We also oppose the existence of
all government and thus all borders. Socialism for us is not just about who profits from
our work but also opposition to all forms of oppression thatsetone humanabove another.
As such its hardly surprising that anarchists oppose racism and were frequently to be

after the fascists came to power anarchists
went underground, attempting to assassi-
nate Hitler and Mussolini on several occa-
S10NS.

found at the heart of anti-racist struggles

Historically Bakunin was the mid-wife of
anarchism. He had started political life as
a Slav nationalist opposing Russian impe-
rialism but by the mid-1860s came to recog-
nise that all states were unjust and so with
others laid the foundations of the anarchist
movement. Many socialists of that period
had not given much consideration to work-
ers outside of Europe or worse, defended
imperialism as civilising ‘primitive’ peo-
ples or societies. Marx for instance saw the
German and British occupations of Eastern
Europe and India respectively as playing a
progressive role.

By the turn of the century anarchist ideas
had spread rapidly outside the European
working class and had become popular
among the workers of Asia (in particular
Korea, Chinaand Japan)and Latin America.
InEastern Europe anarchismbecame popu-
lar amongst Jewish communities and as
people from these communities fled pov-
erty and pogroms they brought anarchist
ideas into the USA and Britain. In the
US the anarchist influenced IWW
was the first union to jointly or-
ganise ‘white’ workers, Black
workers and Chinese immigrants.
InCuba anarchists organised un-
lons and fought against the Span-

ish occupation and the late US
Intervention

By the early years of this century
anarchism was already a multi-

cultural movement that had -

Spread throughout the global ;.-

working class. The waves of re-
Pressionagainst anarchistsalong- -
side the poverty of the communi- -

ies many of them came from -
meant that in many countries the -

movement included immigrants -
from all over the world.

[

11[11 areas where the anarchist

: ;}:fmen} was strong this opposi-
0 facism and imperialism was trans-

a major role in initiating a
againstmilitary conscription
Pkl 5 o Ifgorocco. In_1912 anarchists
teVOHt o gni lcant role in the Mexican
the Zapat; V:lth mc!lgenouq movements like
mand f ,1 s takl{‘g up the anarchist de-

or ‘Land ang Liberty" and hundreds

for the way in

'\

of INW members joining the Mexican an-
archists in liberating a large section of
During the Russian

Northern Mexico.
Revolution the anarchist influenced
Makhnovist Army liberated much of the
Eastern Ukraine. This area was rife with
anti-Semitism, even Red Army units were
responsible for as many as 500 deaths in
Pogroms in 1919 alone! The Makhnovists
provided arms for Jewish communities,
allowed Jews to form separate unitsin their
army if they so wished and declared “Your
revolutionary duty is to stifle all nationalist
persecution by dealing ruthlessly with the in-

stigators of anti-Semitic pogroms [racist at-
tacks]...”

As fascism arose in the 1920’s and ‘30’s

fighting against killer imperialism”.
French Anarchist Federation's continued

The growth of Leninism and fascism meant
the destruction of the pre-war anarchist
movement in most countries. In France
where it retained some strength it opposed
the French war against Vietnam and later
reacted to the start of the Algerian war of
independence (against France) with the
headline “North-Africa : one single people
The

Anarchist Bookservice:

Send an S.A.E. to
WSM Bookservice, PO Box 1528,
Dublin 8 for a free catalogue

anarchists were frequently to be found at
the heart of the anti-fascist movements. In

1920 in Italy, for instance, when the anti-

oppositionto theracist French governments
war in Algeria were to see its meetings
attacked (on one occasion with guns and

grenades), its paper banned several times
and in March of 1961 the office of its paper

.... g - -

Zapata of Mexico

fascist alliance Arditi del Popolo emerged
to physically fight the fascists, anarchists
were often its local organisers. Korean
anarchists fought the Japanese invasion of
Korea and for a while liberated a large
segment of the north of the countiy. Even

and the Paris bookshop bombed, the huge
explosion demolishing the building.

With the re-birth of anarchism
after 1968 anarchists once more
became involved at the heart of
anti-racist movements through-
out the western world. In recent
years anarchists have also organ-
ised movements in opposition to
the 1991 ‘Gulf War’ and in soli-
darity with. the indigenous re-
bellion of the Zapatistas In
Chiapas, Mexico. Significantly
after the collapse of Leninism in
1989 the first anarchist move-
ments appeared in Africa, Tur-
key and the Lebanon and the
movement throughout Latin
America is growing rapidly.

The contribution Irish anarchists
have made to building the anti-
racist movements here is part of
an international movement and
tradition stretching back over 100
years. We recognise no states and hence

" noborder or immigration controls. But we

recognise thatas long as capitalism_exists it
will create borders, it will create racism and

+ will create refugees of both those whom

it considers runeconomic’ and those it con-
siders a political threat. We would urge

tellow anti-racists to take the next step and
join the anarchist movement.



HAVING BEEN USED to ex-
porting our people (to Britain, the
USA, Canada, Australia, etc.) the
hysteria whipped up when a few
thousand refugees and immi-
grants came here was hypocriti-
cal in the extreme. While the gov-
ernment has gardai searching for
suspected “illegal immigrants” at
the airports, ports and border
crossings; the Minister for Jus-
tice was able to take a few days off
in early October to plead in per-
son with the American authori-
ties for legal status for the tens of
thousands of Irish “illegals” in the
USA.

Practically every family in the
country hasrelativesliving abroad.
If there has been any “flood” of people
across borders, it has been a flood out
of Ireland. 150 years ago there were 8
million living in Ireland. Today it 1s
only 5 million. So, only alunatic could
make a case that Ireland cannot sup-
port any more people.

The government has responded to
rising racism with measures to make
it even harder to get into Ireland.
That is why the ‘free travel area’ was
abolished and there are now gardai
doing passport checks on practically
every Black or Asian person who steps
off the Hollyhead ferry.

_,_The purpose of 1mm1 gfétloq controls

Bireii) 1~ I iy

‘1s' not to defend the PAYE tax. payer, .

¥

which is clear when we see 1ncred1b1y

: r‘-'l Pafdles
I@W taxes on’ proﬁts e.nd tax. amneﬂstws
‘:'#?:fei:??ﬁthe?f?riChE; iThe'_apurpdSe:lSﬁiQnei;ﬂhg

Ll

fifid, ""’L‘E« Rty A nih“-" 1 Fenie e 4 .!!]
e l; i

3,suggest tfhat Black i

n it ’h Thity fre
"m ﬁ fipess N2 i".ﬁ.l”i' ey T,

"H et 33 hn,.
ropean. people __are“ i'es oni

iz thits mr i el

A mﬂch*rof 5t:;jl:_u'"',.'\zﬁ:rages *=bemg taken in:tax :;t X

: Bapibeb araprTing
M" Zi1 "l\'-‘m sifle

RIS .;:%‘:'q:;:h"a;:E-'
ab!an o

il L;Jr r' TN i TR

-
AT l'--llll.

1.-..“

l.'i-
LR

Il' }i-

AL " i -‘. "r: *..

T
t..{

And tHis mceiy Iets'““t}:fe' 1
ioﬁ'the ]__:mok Tl:’i‘ ylive :

r "'i*r

ll' - T.h'

mg k':lass

SRR !?s'

:1'....'"4 11! u

“expense Whlle we are sdﬁﬁb’é‘éd to ﬁﬁrn

agamet each other because somekave a
di’fferent skm colour, - It is not.a ct

NI eEl

dence that the neﬁspapere

-_‘f¢|t E ..

"Li’i

TR D 3t

(Indepen 4,._

ent Herald Stalj) owned: bjr: 6135? of: Ire- ::

..I'.'ht ,.......'Ih-_g.
nla

lllllll

It is the*’s'ai;he pehti'cjians }ﬁvho=m§d' glit

neéesea"ry for so 'many of .us and our

families to leave this c'e"untry in seei'ch

‘of Work who are now stok; the ﬁres (o)

l"l'l t -||-J 1

raclsm agamst those WHO*l"'areﬁ com_mg

¥ i ‘_ f

J sk -
[ - "
i LN
ru AT T .. I Al 1 i
o s lige # ¥ f ] ¥

. o g
T HT R
Tdaalinhin

L;.ﬂ
1ble'”“ fort i so:’a:rai

.;E‘ 'L H. 1"{[ ﬁh" = 'J'J' Imii‘”

‘ e 1' _‘.".'- 4 # -
: e --*,.v-,-.i*rﬂ' b s
: . e +2 i) r'- g2 fuehd :-i.:.*.*.'-' Tt e
tem. hap ‘_' i ';;:;" 'f_ f;.":.'i: .:..'_‘[._ Rt th 1 1, mt h»% ‘JJ 1 1 i .fi rhosgt :.-:".’:!':Eﬁ?;*_l'_{_;_..:n. :
; T s e 1'.1": ----- ;: P A TTHD P R A R T i s 1- 1"h l"n i by e o
’"” 7:1_.._’-"'. ig! AR T H"' {i A : SLHE ?f t—*t;’i" ;’.-:'.,,r

_suits. the gevernmeqt’s own agenéaﬁ 4{;0

‘and ’for the understa dwwelf e'“sys?“?:

el
j ¥ aa Wi ¥
F |- . ::r4 f:-; i --i L

? o i *Amﬁ

th T4 3 it rh. "'” 4
cen’g (apd usually corrupt) quury 1t }11*

a cmnck_g =k

1]

¥

¥
= e |
[
L
T
2,1
BjEm
AL
"

I
i
ir

Whenever politicians talk about
immigration controls, you can be sure
they are not talking about white
Americans, Canadians or Australians.
A decade agothousands of white South
Africans arrived here. There was no
media campaign againstthem, no poli-
ticians stirring up racism, no recruit-
ment of retired gardai to “process”
their applications to be allowed stay
here.

We are all immigrants

Those who want to “regulate” and
“control” entryinto Ireland ignore the
fact that we are all descended from
immigrants. Throughout history peo-
ple moved from one place to anotherin
search of a better life. What are we
“Irish” but a mixture of earlier immi-
erants: Celts, Saxons, Vikings,
Normans.

Anyone calling for stricter controls
is implying that refugees and immi-
grants are a “problem”. But we only
hear this said when the immigrants
are not white. The assumption is that
a few thousand black people in Ire-
land is a problem, if this is not a racist
assumption what is? Nobody mindsif
| you are from America, but if you come
| from Somalia you are labelled a “prob-

»

| lem”.

Anyone calling for controls is also
assuming that refugees and immi-
grants are a burden. In fact, the
opposite is the case. Everyone coming
here has the ability to work and earn
a living, and most have already had
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— The case against —
Immigration Controls

their education paid for by their own
country. The burden is on the refu-
gees because the government does not
allow them to work until their cases

are processed - which can take two
years or longer.

Anarchists want to see a world
without borders. Just as the rich can
go and livewhere theyplease, so should
the rest of us have the same right.
That is why we reject all immigration
controls.

Different cultures can add to the
rich tapestry of human experience. At

Introduction
the 1deas and
history of
Anarchism.
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the end of the day there is only one
race - the human race, but there are
two main classes - bosses and working
class. The choice we have is to either
line up with the Charlie Haugheys
and Ray Burkes against ‘foreigners’,
or to line up with working people like
ourselves against the rich who have
been ripping us off for far too long.
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