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IN AUGUST, 1969, the Labour government of Harold Wilson

began the build up of more than 16,000 British troops in the

north of lreland. Their purpose was not, as the International

Socialism group and the Communist Party claimed, to protect
the Catholic workers. It was to protect capitalism and the

interests of British imperialism.

Within a very short space of time the bloody repression |
carried out by this imperialist army quickly shattered any
illusions that Catholic workers may have had about the
“peacekeeping’ role of British troops. They discovered that the

British army treated the workers of Belfast and Derry.in exactly

the same way as it had treated the workers of Aden and Cyprus,

Under the protection of this army, the right-wing forces of
Craig and Paisley were left free to force political developments
while the working class, held back by its religious, liberal,

social-democratic and Stalinist leaders, was met with a hail of
bullets and CS gas. :

Throughout the succeeding Tory government of 1970-1974,
the British Labourites were solidly behind Heath and his
Northern Irefand Minister, William Whitelaw, in.every act of
imperialist atrocity in Ireland. They supported the imposition of

internment without trial in 1971, the use of mind-breaking

'I:;i?sfzurientatiun‘ tortures, and the introduction of direct rule in

On October 26, 1971—with the death toll since occupati

" ’ on
standing at 131—Workers Press warned of a ° rp.ep ille’
massacre in the north of Ireland. O SharpevillS

On January 30, 1972, thirteen unarmed civili

30, o lans were shot
dead by the British army in Derry. Even a government inquiry
subsequently admitted that not one of the murdered people had
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(Amendment) Act in the Dy bt away 0T -
Lynch’s” Fiunna F rment imposed five-year prison
sentences for members of the sole
-evidence® of a senior police ¢ ez
Not for the first time, th
dﬂmﬂﬂsﬂtmt"#l: 11 solidal ntish imy Ism. Rl - :
But the bombings kaowledged to have been
the work of British agents—and the laws. also proved that the
imperialist oppression of Ireland was a threat not only to Irish
workers bul_to_ Britsh_workers. I involved_the actual
Frfmm-ﬂrfﬂfthammﬁ; sagolsreactiomfons (e ae
stage of the class SUUSBICIBE NG USRSl IE i hEe
. Two years almost to the day after the Dublin bombs.

AT, P R oy E et R in which
Birmingham to carry through “anti-terror’ laws in Britain w
gave ?tfehpulia:e the right to search-and arrest without ‘;uhutum
and keep suspects in Eu!lﬂdﬁlll'-ﬁpﬁlﬂi_ P‘_DIH!E: ‘:;:“‘-'5 ot
telling anyone where they were. They also gave the gover ““'!.nik
the right of deportation without trial. There was ot a SIng
vote against these laws in the British parliament.

Anyone who doubted that the most sinister forces were &
work in Ireland needed to look only at the grarter ':fm:i:'r's":nd
Littlejohn, thug, bankrobber, confidante of ﬂ!:rs;“ )
aristocrats, hireling of the British Secret oService, @lC
self-confessed paid assassin. _ )

Liulgjuhﬁ-'u:II:'lnwd that he and his b““h‘i 'EIE"-!" P“;'n';
recruited as British agents by the chairman of the “ﬁ A
and Defencé Secretary Lord Carrington. and *:'“"n ::': S
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith. The Littlejohn's mnl‘.mi | Tls agenis
agent called ‘Smythe’. They were. 0 ac

British - Labour = government seized upon ‘bombings in
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provocateurs, carrying out EHF‘“‘*‘P“Sh“"']ﬂmad Mhhtnfi'f : =r
also as assassins of leading figures in the IRA. PR e
ittleiohn said that Geoffrey Johnson-Smith phoned

Kenneth Littlejohn said that L ‘—the day after the
him to congratulate him on his ‘good work'—the day after ihe :
Aldershot bombings in 1972 killed six people. (An Irishman who'
has always protested his innocence, Noel Jenkinson, is Ellf'i'_
30 years for that bombing and has been refused leave to appeal.) =

The sole responsibility for bloodshed in Ireland rests on
British imperialism and the British army. The opponents OfSS
imperialism have the right to fight back in the manner they thin a
most effective. : L

But the use of blind terrorism can never free-Irelund. The®
sole result of it has been to stampede the middle class and even
sections of the working class into support for imperialist =
repression. It has assisted right wing and centrist developments e
in the organization of the working class. It has assisted the
imperialist strategy of divide and rule. o

In fact, the advocates of terrorism have lhems:lv&'i; e
frequently swung right round to blatant attempts to do a deal -
with imperialism—as when the Provisionals™ leaders engaged in = =
talks with Whitelaw in 1972 and even presented that Tory
Minister as some kind of guarantor of a *democratic’ future! A

Other self-proclaimed leaders of the Irish workers—such as =
the Social Democratic and Labour Party led by Mr Gerry
Fitt—have again and again reneged on workers who have
supported them, as they did, for example, when they pledged to
support a rent strike until internment was abolished and then
abandoned hundreds of working-class families who responded
to their call. ;

In Britain, the Labour government's bi-partisan policy with
the Tories on Ireland reveals completely its capitalist character
4s a4 government, despite the base which the Labour Party has
in the E!.rsml;h working class. The role of the “lefts’, in particular
has been disgraceful. The "Tribunite® Stan Orme, as second ir;
command to north of Ireland Secretary Merlyn Rees. has
sought to outdo his master in attacks on the Irish victims of the
imperialism he serves so loyally,

'I;ih:f Bri:ish and Irish Stalinists
wilhdrawal of British troops from Irel:
that they be "withdrawn lli'- b-arracl-lt-:‘]d;:,‘;j .jfTIL?;S i?-,j:rld fﬂ“:;
could never come out again! They sow illusions in Imper'ia]ism

by their demand for a *Bill of Rights'— 3
the Tories were in office! Blts ==pul forward even when . 48

Revisionists such as the [
bow 1o the spontaneous stru

o TR L Y e

refuse even to call for the

nternational Marxist Group who
gele of the Catholic workers, write -

e

OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IRECAND . Eo

off the Protestant workers: in the north, glorify, individual

terrrorism, and consistently oppose every attempt to fight the
false theories and Utopian bourgeois policies of the nationalists,

are cbnscious participants in the betrayal of the Irish working.

A R -

c[m* ¥ i Ey i . e e 1... F s
“The dangers of splitting the Irish working class in this way
was revealed in June last year when right-wing para-military
groups, politically led by extreme Unionists, and under the
protective surveillance of the British army, forced the
resignation of the British puppet ‘power-sharing’ executive and
asserted their power in the streets. :

The revisionist International Socialism group has never to
this day explained its support of British troops going into
Ireland in 1969. Instead it has subordinated itself to bourgeois
republicanism and sought to enrol Irish workers and youth
behind  the - petty-bourgeois . politics of  People s
Democracy—which literally led unprepared people into
Unionist ambushes, ° e skl o

Throughout 1970-1974, IS—like the Communist Party and the
IMG—refused to link the Irish struggle with a campaign in the
British labour movement to bring down the Tory government.

Its worship of spontaneity mﬂnﬂ.ﬂu[m :II'IE:E.I::: :ﬁ::::g
ting -against: the ment of rev ona
Egﬁscigusﬁ in the working class, and thereby assisting

imperialism. - _

: 'ﬁ: Workers Revolutionary Party, and its predecessor the
Socialist Labour League, has insisted throughout that only the
working class, led by a revolutionary party, can fight for the
democratic revolution and national unity in Ireland. We base
this analysis on Trotsky's scientific and historically verified
theory of the Permanent Revolution, whose central idea is lﬁt
the petty-bourgeoisic is nowhere capable of leading b:
democratic revolution to victory. Such a revolution can only |
conceived in the form of the dictatorship of the proletanat
moving forward to the achievement of socialism. The struggle
for this dictatorship is the struggle for the Mm"; Pﬂnf.'uin e

While condemning senseless terrorism, we nB'nPti.th e
hypocritical wailing of the capitalist Press. The tll'_l B IUE
class has murdered, tortured, burned, starved an thas o
Ireland for more than 800 years. The bourgeois Press
not hat. ' L r

ﬁ?:?dr?;vlflratmists, the first enemy is our own ’l‘:“‘lﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁ“ =

The International Committee of the Fourth IniernaHot

oy . : Workers' League, and its British
(including its Irish Section, the Wor S AR inith of
Section, the Workers Revolutionary Party) ¢ :

the British and Irish working class 1o demand:
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% Immediate withdrawal of British troops from the '_l'lul;ih;ﬁ
Ireland, the disbanding of the standing army and its replacement
with a workers' militia. Rt
* The immediate release of all political prisoners in the n
and south of Ireland and in Britain. s w

% Disarming and disbandment of the UDR and all Unionist
anti-working class organizations, Wl
* Repeal of the Offences Against the State Act in the south of

Ireland, all repressive legislation in the north, and Jenkins
‘anti-terror’ legislation in Britain. EaT

* Industrial class action in Ireland to def i
standards and democratic rights. LI Iwmg_

* The defeat of British imperialism. the
! . green and Ora ;
Tories of Ireland and the buildin of th ' alier
Rciﬂ:nblic O E ¢ United Socialist 1
_ The aim of this book is to trace a part of the bloodstai :
mﬁﬂ of thtish rule in Ireland, and of the courageous a:mﬁg
nsh masses against it, despi | k.
thTirlcadership. aga espite the treacherous nature of
IS purpose is tc assist in the building of the secti
International Commiztee of the Fourth International. S u“

Jack Gale, March 1975,
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‘This land of Ireland —
annexed for ever. ..’

The earliest English ‘rights’ in Ireland dated from the feudal
allegiance owed to the English king by those of his subjects who
acquired land there. / = ' :

And the most active agency in preparing the feudalization of
Ireland and the invasion of the Anglo-Normans was the Church
of Rome. In particular, the hierarchy of the Roman Church in
Ireland were most anxious to subject their native land to a
foreign king as a means of overcoming lrish opposition to their
religion and their power. L

One of the leaders in this respect was Maelmaedoc
O’'Morgair, later sanctified®by a grateful church, who
described his fellow-countrymen to the 12th century Abbot of
Clairvaux as follows: -

*In all the barbarism which he had yet encountered, he had
never met such a people so profligate in their morals, so
uncouth in their ceremonies, so impious in faith, so barbarous in
laws, so rebellious to discipline, so filthy in life, Christian in
name, but Pagans in reality."| :

It was with the active collaboration of such priests, that the
English imposed feudalism on Ireland. They did so with the full
authority of Rome. In 1154-1155 Pope Adrian IV granted Henry
Il of England a Bull Laudibiliter to invade Ireland and “enlarge
the bounds of the church, to teach the truth of Christian faith to
the ignorant and rude, and to extirpate the roots of vice from

the field of the Lord", 3 s
All Henry had to do in return for the privilege of serving his

\ P. Berresford Ellis, 'A History of the Irish Working Class ', p.

28,
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S an annual sum into the papal coffers. =

e invesion began in May 1169, under the leadership ar thel

3 ¢ w’). Typically, it was.aided by the

Earl of Pembroke {‘Strongbo _ : 3

treachery of the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, Luure_q_ 2

O'Toole. He persuaded the men of Dublin to sue for peace and,

while negotiations were going on, the Norman forces burst into

the city, with the connivance of the archbl&h‘up. ! e

But the Irish fought back and Strongbow's army was cut off, ‘s
Accordingly, the latter—who had had ambitions to make
himself king of Ireland—was forced to appeal to Henry Il of e
England for help, offering him all the possessions he had taken 5
in Ireland as his suzerain lord. Lo

Henry landed with 4,000 men in October 1171, and received g
the Lordship of Ireland from Strongbow. T

All laws subsequently enacted were in accordance with =
English feudal law. Estates were granted in Ireland in return i -f
for military and other service to Henry's followers—such as
Strongbow, who became feudal lord over Leinster—all of whom |
owed homage to the King of England for their new possessions.

Not only feudal lords, but also the Catholic Church, was
immensely strengthened by Henry's victory. A decree was 5
passed ordering the Irish to pay tithes in cattle, corn and other =
produce to the Catholic Church. Another decree freed all
church property from the jurisdiction of the clans, another freed
the church from having to make its traditional contribution to
the clan community (such as lodging and food) and yet another
placed the church above clan law altogether, excusing
churchmen from any punishment under it no matter what the
crime.,

The Pope was duly grateful. In September 172, Pope
Alexander III wrote to the Irish Catholic hierarchy ordering
them to assist Henry II to keep possession of Ireland and to
censure those who broke their oath of loyalty to him, The Pope
also wrote to the Irish chiefs commending them for ‘receiving
hlz [I-:;Iemti;] as I&ng of their own free will* (1),

nd a third Papal letter, this time to Henry, urged hi

carry on his good work in the ‘acquisition® of IrtTand.Ee Tne
‘ It took 500 years for the English to forcibly break up the Irish
clan system. This process meant that the replacement of the
communal ownership of land first by feudal ownership and then
by Capitalist-landlordism did not develop through the operation

. - =
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IRELAND—ANNEXEDFOREVER ©

of mtem&umummmﬂﬁmﬂmulﬂﬁenmmm :
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~Thus, from the beginning the Irish struggle aga nd:
aggressor.was also a struggle against private pgpperty in land.

In the course of this struggle the Tudor and Stuart monarchies

nt and Catholic alike — waged ferocious war on the
trih.In 154 Henry VIl proclaimed himsel{"king of i Land
of Ireland asumledha%ng:;;{lﬂ Imu;furnr.:r to the Imperial

nﬂflhﬂﬂtﬂ,ll:l_'l § : ] R e o ¥ .

Cr;u[rw was, however, during the reign of the Catholic llll:n“
Mary Tudor (1553-1558) that the English government devise 'I'
policy to change the Irish “course of government, apparel,
manner of holding land, language and habit of life’. .

This was the notorious ‘Plantations” policy. Quite simply, the

Irish were driven off their land and English colonists moved in.

ions in the counties of Leix and Offaly in
Plantations began in the cgunm:.s_pf_ iX f
Efnster where the O'More clan was exterminated to the last
womanandchid. i
anr;;E conditions under which plantations were ;cné!ad E:
English colonists were that each one had l'!}_P“E!" el
to the. English crown, bring 86 families from England t _tmand
the property, refuse to permit any Irish people to live sul:ln*: .
guarantee that all female heirs would marry only E“S’-‘mn::““
Despite these regulations,a major problem, in addlﬂ“ oane
armed resistance of the Irish, was a tendency m:nd S“ o
to become assimilated into Ireland. The poet Eﬂd 4 penser,
who held a plantation in Waterford, wrote: “Ins = l:n.nntmls s
out the Irish, they do not only make the Irish thewr e
those lands and thrust out the English, but also som
mmesmmmmlﬂsisme was in Ulster, where a ﬁ:&ﬂ:ﬂﬁ
crushed by Lord Mountioy, whose forces nﬁﬁg gy
human being, every animal, every house and ev
food they could find. : : Hi
Muﬁ%ﬂy had been despatched by lhtm gﬂkﬂi | H;s
victory coincided with the succession of t : ak:nmuvtr =
During James® reign six Ulster countics :trﬁ e gl
Donegal, Derry (then Coleraine), T}'ﬂ?ﬂﬁ.sm“ulwihl
Fermanagh — and settled by Presbytenan et ative Lriah
Some of these Scottish Presbyterans 0 the English church,
in rﬂsistﬂm:t lﬂth‘e E“EI’SI‘ Eﬂ\!tmmﬂntand' * of 1641 led br
as they did in the so-called *Greal Rebellion ’

Phelim O Neill.

S ————
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Cromwell: crushed such res'istancqf' ‘with l.lnpl'ecede tec

. _.." T
g

fﬁT’wﬂi:ﬁm statistician, Sir William-..lﬂ'_:tty, estimated
thal.::l:ﬁl of a total population of 1,448,000 in Ireland, abc f
616,000 died by ‘sword, famine and plague’ in Cromwell's
.mvisiun. 504,000 of them were native Irish and ”--ﬂ.ﬂ“ -"JE
colonists, 40,000 others fled the country.and 100,000 Irish were
sold as slaves into the English colonies. That totals more than
half the entire population of the country!' . = =00

On September 23, 1653, the English pariiam;nt_'-passeq;,__
“final solution® of the Irish question. : i %

Three-quarters of Ireland was to be seized. The entire
population of Ulster, Munster and Leinster was to be driven
into Connaught and County Clare and kept there by a line of
military forts. Two and a half acres per man of land was to
 confiscated to pay for the upkeep of Cromwellian troops.*
With a few legal exceptions (women married to English

Protestants, etc) all Irish caught on the *English® side of the

Shannon after May 1, 1654, were to be hanged bearing a placard:
‘For not transplanting’. . : i
(Not all were hanged. One Bristol firm, with the co-operati on_
of Lord Broghill of County Cork, shipped 6,400 Irish children to
slavery in the West Indies.3) ; e
The restoration of the English monarchy in 1660 made little
difference to Ireland. True, the Catholic James Il repealed
Cromwell's Act of Settlement, but in practice nothing was done
to restore the land to its former Catholic owners. _ .
By this time the Irish aristocracy was either of foreign origin
or completely in alliance with foreign oppression. This meant
that the leadership of the Irish movement fell entirely into the
hands of the middle class. The movement, indeed, became the |
idealized expression of middle-class interests, g
The emphasis of this leadership has always been on a ‘united,
national movement” which ignored the class interests nf the

any of the dispossessed Irish took to the hills and carried out
guernilla raids on the English colonies. These guerrilla; wcrei' :
gven the name ‘tojridhe’ — meaning a pursuer. The
anglicization of the word was Tory. Later the same name was
E:;E" :D supporters of the royal Prerogative under James II,and |
i I 1o the most bigoted Conservatives, A far cry from
~-argaret Thatcher to the original, dispossessed, landless
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Irish -Fﬁ{kﬁﬁqijl&hﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬁ:hﬂm.rm :
even political reform, have all been ‘used to prevent the

development of class consciousness by the Irish working class,
For the, last. 200. years, every generation in Ireland has

witnessed an .attempted rebellion against English rule: The

fighters in these rebellions have been the rural poor and the city
workers. = ! :

.. But=—with few exceptions — their leaders have consistently

excluded the class interests of the poor from the aims to be =
achieved. They sought, instead, to woo the Irish bourgeaisie to
the national cause. ‘Needless to.say, this bourgeoisie clung
stubbornly to its property under the protective powers of
E—nslﬂﬂd- 23y i o T 0o ihyre - rie s g Ay  FL
Ignoring the petty-bourgeois pleas-for a ‘union of classes®
against England, the Irish aristocracy and bourgeoisie pursued
their oppression of the Irish workers and peasants with a
ruthlessness which threatened to de-populate the country.
While the Irish middle class produced many individual heroic

. patriots, in such movements as Young Ireland and the Fenians, -

they strove as.a class to leave untouched. the class basis of
national and economic subjection. i -

It is this, rather than the historic conflict between James 11 of
England and William, Prince of Orange, the adventurer who
claimed his throne, that has coloured Irish history over the last
300 years. i B :

Indeed, neither James nor ‘William were concerned in the
slightest about the needs of the Irish people. The Irish Catholics

fought for James—but the reason is not hard to seek.
The Catholic noblemen and gentry in Ireland

considerable property on which the peasaniry had been reduced
to impecunious tenants. :

In the most part, these wealthy landowners were the
descendants of invaders who had confiscated their property as
the spoils. of conquest and they kept it as the fruits of
Co-operation with the foreign oppressor.

In supporting James II of England against William of Orange
they were acting, fiot as Irish ‘patriots’, but as an English-
faction. ' :

Despite their conflict with the Orangemen, therefore, they
had one fundamental' agreement with them—that the Irish
people should remain a subject people. ES %,

As James Connolly pointed out: "“They fqua'.l!t not for frt::d?m
for Ireland, nor for the restitution of their rights to the Irish
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people, but rather to secure that the class who then :njoycd he
privilege of robbing the [rish people should not be cum_pel!ed
give way mth:lrll.'lmtﬂﬂfmh horde ofland mlﬂﬂ f s o

The war between William of Orange and James 1l was in o
sense a war of Protestant versus Catholic. In fact, William w _
financed in part by the Pope and backed by the Catholic "':,'"_
of Spain. |-

His victory, after the battles of the Boyne in 1690 _
Aughrim in 1691, was greeted by a ‘Te Deum’ in the g -y:
cathedral of St Peter'sin Rome. .

Celebrations were also sung in the Catholic cathedrals Ir~
Madrid, Brussels and Vienna. '

Itis also an Orangeman's myth that William brought n:hglm: *':_
freedom to Protestants in Ireland. In fact, William made the
Episcopalian Church the only legal church and not ﬂl.'llf‘-:
Catholics but Presbyterians were persecuted in Ireland during
his reign. Presbyterian ministers could not preach, Presbyterian
schoolteachers could not teach and, under the Test Act of 1704, *?
Presbyterians were barred from holding office in the Idw : u.;
customs, armed forces and municipal employment. :

Between 1717 and 1776 over 250,000 Protestant Ulstermen ':
migrated to America to escape the “religious liberty' sald o
have been won by William of Orange in 1691! ’

What did follow William's victory was yet a [urther wave of
land annexations. By 1703 only 15 per cent of the cultivatable
land of Ireland was left in Catholic hands. Altogether William
confiscated 142 million acres of Irish land and distributed it 10
the anstocratic plunderers who had supported him.

The next 20 years saw the introduction of the ferocious Penal
Laws. Ostensibly, these laws were designed to convert
Catholics to Protestantism. In reality they were used to convert
Catholic property into Protestant property. 9

The Penal Laws excluded Catholics from open political
activity and banned Catholic education. Catholics were barred
from all public office and most professions. C

They could neither acquire a mortgage on land nor buy it
outright. Any member of a Catholic family could take
possession of the family’s entire property simply by making an
affidavit that he embraced the Protestant religion.

Fixed prices were placed on certain items of property and any
Protestant could claim the items from any Catholic’ by offering
that price.

4 James Connolly, Labour in Ireland p. 14

Cﬂlhﬂhi‘.‘ﬁ wﬁn*ﬂw 1h&Pmt=stanf“hght 1.,,“, m&“ﬁﬁl

laws. According 1o one estimate. 5.000 lund-owning Catholic
families joined the Anglican Church between 1703 and 1788. So-

did numerous Catholic priests, incidentally picking up useful

financial rewards un‘rnntr. 0 Anghmn pusts b].r d:nuun-:mg"-

the:rcmtwhnl:cu-r:hpumsts;s g i+
By the mid-eighteenth century only 7 per cent. nl‘ Irish land

was left in Catholic hands. But class lines were even stronger

than religious, lines. There are innumerable instances of the

most fervent Orange landlords evicting Protestant tenants

andl:tungth:landmCamulmathlgh:rmms. e

And probably the most brutal evictions of all were u:.urncd out
by a renegade Cathuh: [amlhi twrned Prulestam—lh: Burke
famnly—whn wen: rtwardad fnr IhElr cﬂnvtnmn hy being

fCl karde.
-:ri#g:jh[ir:lulrlsn #r“u?;lﬂﬂ“ mmd as mu-:h d:pnvanun of

democratic rights as did Catholics. Catholics were barred by the
religious laws and the Protestant poor by the property
qualifications and the dominance of the Irish Parliament by

Pocket Boroughs (seals whose rtpus:ntamc:s Were I'Iﬂl:l'lll'l'.'ﬁlﬂﬂ 7

by the Imd-nwmngdnsmcm:ﬂ“ 965
Al the same time as Irish land was I:r:mg atquu':d I:r;r
pro-English Protestant wMemnd f:rvtnt n:llmnus mnvms :
Irish trade was also CcTip _
For example, theb:::f:rl of wnullcn gpods I‘rnm Iretand was
prohibited to Hnywhcrf: em:pt Enghind - whtrt it faced
ies. '
H'tll‘?-l:g l::?:a:n'il::m. for the Irish pmr th:n: was no alternative to
scraping a bare existence from the land — as lenants of l:E
above-mentioned - Iandlﬂrds, ‘They were forced to “Iidl e
highest rents that could be sqme:td from lh:m and Ihl!]" no
ro nsteviction.
X Tt':: t{!ﬂurr:cmns of the Irish poor at thl! “mﬂ Wﬂkﬂd;“‘n“:_
the most vitriolic satires ever penned — Jmmrm:m wﬂunr-
"Modest Proposal for Preventing the Ch'”": Q Pascals or
People in Ireland from Becoming a Burden on ;u!::‘llrm
Caountry, and for Making them Beneficial to the e
Published in 1729, when he was Dean I: e
Cathedral in Dublin, Swift’s *proposal’ was 1 ‘“t iR
Irish children could be killed off and. snl& as,'a mos

nourishing and wholesome food':
sBerresford Ellisop. cit. p. 37
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harge of mlrsmg,, -. ar's
already cumputed the ¢ r's
chllldh?:rle which last 1 reckon all cottagers, Iahuurr.rs - an
four-fifths of the farmers) to be about two shillings| pergnm,
: rags included, and 1 believe no gentleman wnulirtflusﬁ 10 |m
ten shﬂlmgs for the carcase of a good, fat child, whic ;L #

said. will make four dishes of excellent, nutritious meat.”

Once the question of political supremacy was demded both
~ Protestant and Catholic tenants found themselves suffenn a
* common oppression. Certainly, rich Catholics received much
more understanding from the rich Protestants than lhe latte r
ever extended to their Protestant tenants and workers., =~ ol

Few tears were shed by either Catholic or Protestant g:nt;y
over the fate of the poor of both denominations -- as, fol :
example, in the famine of 1740 when an estimated 400,
people died. Moreover, the landlords took full advantage of L‘h

aftermath of such famines to intensify evictions, break up small
farms and seize village common lands.

The first resistance to the landlords took the form of secrct_
societies, like the Whiteboys movement which began in 1760,

These groups of desperate men killed the landlords cattle,
tore down fences from enclosed land, reinstated evicted tenants
by force, and even murdered landlords and their agents.

Similar societies sprang up all over Ireland for almost two
centuries, up to the 1880s. They were known as Rightboys,
Thrashers, Rockites, Ribbonmen, Whitefeet, Blackfeet, the
Lady Clares, the Terry Alts and a variety of other names. Inthe
North they were called Oakboys, Hearts of Steel and Steelboys.

It must be emphasized that this was not a matter of Catholic
lenants against Protestant owners. Frequently both Catholic
and Protestant property owners combined to offer large rewards
for the capture of members of these societies. And when caught
they were savagely punished. suffering hanging, imprisonment =
Or transportation. ]

While the fight for the land was waged by the poor, the
demand for Irish parliamentary independence originally came
from the propertied class. Only this class had the vote.

In the Eighteenth Century, 30 individual
Jotten boroughs® (ie areas with tiny populations whose

‘representative in parliament was in fact nominated by the

ldnduunﬂrj [0 ensuré a permanent majority in the Irish

i

_-'

s controlled enough =

Irclandem toke “;’f. » Dubl

The E

: Lnndun P”I““"“ﬁlugush e

meeunsmrMIﬂjl nigmur n@msﬁwﬁhuumhefmvmus
approval of the King's Council In England.
The mnv:meﬂﬂﬁﬂ?wmﬁnﬁﬁwﬁmﬂnwners«rur potiu::al
lMeﬁnwwﬁm’WﬁMMHnd then by Henry
Grattan. Throughout, it recognized the English king a;r.lun: of
Ireland, seeking only legislatory powers under him.
Gains wmfauﬁdcaﬂn,;hﬂﬂglhe,ﬁmﬁaﬁaﬂmllp ,
enabled Catholics to start buying property again. alg;kr‘m
restrictive unmmm:cml legislation against Irish products was
repealed. In 1782 Poyning’s Law was repealed and the English
Parliament passed ﬁbnﬁﬂaﬂfsmﬂﬂnﬂfaﬁ legislative

-~ rights in Ireland. The sanie year Catholics cwemmmml

rights of pmpeny.and leasehold in land as Protestants.
u;gm these. gains were due less to the pu'suaswe;pqmﬁnf -

'Grattan and his *Patriots” Party than to the ememgm an

armed force in Ireland and ‘to the blows d:lwered,@gmqg.l.
England by thaﬁnunmn War of Independence.

The armed force—known as the Ynhmluers—numbl:md
some 80,000 men by 1782. It forced the Dublin Parliament to
pass a Declaration ut’ lndzpend&nn& which was mmall]r
accepted by England. TR e - g R

These I:g:slalmﬂcham:f mmtmmmm*wm@
known as “Grattan’s Parliament’. But this was more
than' substance—it was Gmlgri; hmdeedE who spnk& uLn
pf:rpﬁtuall connection with the British Empire’.

Even : the = limited  independence ﬁrl;lt:n 5
Parl:amen?—cnnsmtmn as it dn:l of a collection nf land thieves
and their lackeys—remained an illusion as long as the English

Parliament.
government controlled a majority in the Irish

This was never challenged by Grattan. His guvenr::n:m; m:
representative of property owners, was concerned Mith the
interests of the Irish masses, but with prutactmg its own Spo

fi low-tyrants in England.
mlwdﬂgr iﬂs Pafimmem turned on us own suppﬂrlers with a

hatred which matched that of the Ewls:dnm:‘gfmrmmwwu
shown most clearly in the treatment mr..t M :
section of the Volunteers. L :
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ording to.
teers wWere organized in three corps, acc
::h:rm JJZ]: l'lhm.':s- There was  the Liberty Corps, recruited

entirely from the working class; the Merchant Corps, recrui d.[_

from the capitalist class; and the Lawyers Corps, which spea

for itself. _
The organization ¢

o T

nnccrne-:l itself with three main mﬂam::s

| The English Parliament had prohibited Irish trade wi th

Europe and America except through an English port, thu
crippling the development of Irish man ufacture.
2. Representation in the Dublin Parliament was denied allke

o P‘rme:-;r.am and Catholic workers and to all save a fﬂ_w
Protestant capitalists and the nominees of the aristocracy.

3. All Catholics suffered under religious disabilities.

The Volunteers, arms in hand, won [ree trade. But when lhcyﬂ
demanded popular representation in Parliament, they w:re‘

deserted by their own leaders. -

When a Dublin Convention was called to plan a campalgn fnr: |
the Volunteers’ Commander-in-Chief, &
repudiated the Convention and Henry

parliamentary reform,
Lord Charlemont,
Grattan denounced it in parliament as “an armed rabble’.

When a second Convention was called, its instigators were

arresied. The English government sent large forces of troops ©
and the Yolunteers, deserted by their leaders and abandoned by =
the capitalist class which had got what it wanted from them, was
defeated without a blow. (Five hundred armed Volunteers
waited for the order to march on the Dublin parliament to force

it to pass a Reform Bill. The order never came. )

The Merchant section disarmed itself willingly. The Lawyers’
Corps, in a manner typical of such a “principled” profession,
agreed to disarm following secret 'h.l"l!S with lhe Dublin
government.

The Liberty Corps, however, had to be disarmed forcibly. The

Irish working class, inspired by the success of the revolutionary

movements in America and France, was ready to fight, but the

i
s
i

Irish capitalist class and its hangers-on feared the Irish masses :

more than they feared the English government.

So, the apparent gain embodied in the repeal of Fuynmﬂ 5
Law, at a time when England had been weakened by the
American War of Independence, was no real gain at all. *

Its real value was assessed by one of Ireland’s legendary

heroes, Wolfe Tone:

“At one stroke it doubled the value of ever
y borough-monger
in the kingdom, left three-fourths of our countrymen slaves as it

&

wmkcd. and cuntunpublae hands of thm:‘fﬁ'hn
lives in dmdinsaml p'll.lihhnng-her"ﬂ, ,;;r ﬁ;q -_. i

*Who of the veteran enemies of lh’em:’i-jr i %
his pension? Who was called forth 1o station nf‘*nt‘ﬁ&&rnm ilu:
ranks of opposition? Nob'ome:=, 07 I LEEE ey

*The power remained in the hands nf mir enemies, again to be
exerted for our ruin, with ﬂ‘us chﬂ:rm-:::. that formerly we had
our dlslrﬂﬁm our. uumq:#ﬂd our msults grﬂlls at m: hand's of
England. Sk AR S

"But ‘now we pajﬂ very dﬁiﬂj’ 1o receive Ihe s&’m: wllh
aggravation, ﬂu'ougiﬁtl‘lb*hmids of In"shm:n—ye: [l'us we*hmr
of and call arevolution.s =~~~ -~~~

The source nf the palnutlsmﬁnf thﬂjnsh rulmg chﬂ wils
thus nothing more than a desire to rob the Irish pmplb in the
exclusive interests of a native-born band of oppressors.

Such "patriots” always claimed that the Legislative Umrul
Great Britain and Ireland {passed in 1800) destroyed Irish trade.
Repeal of the Union, they claimed, wnurd hnng pl'uﬁptnt}l Tlm.
was Nonsense. S e SORa g

There was only one pennd in hlstnry when Insh mnuﬁ:nnt
was really prosperous. That was when inventions like
Arkwright's water frame (1769), Hargreaves's Spinning Jenny .
(1770) and Crompton’s mechanical mule (1779)—plus a
temporary period of free trade—brought : a ﬂmrl—lwed boom to
the Irish linen and cotton industries.

But with further advances in capitalist production, and
particularly its growing need for coal, Irish industry was left
behind. In 1830, for example, the one Scottish port of Dundee
exported more linen than the whole of Ireland. '

Rapidly, all Irish industries declined—the leather trade,
woollen trade, the fishing industry, the milling trade etc.. elc. I

The truth is, that it was not the Act of Union which weakened
Irish capitalism, but the weakness of the Irish capitalist class
which made possible the Act of Union. It was the decline of Irish
industry, which made possible the decline of the Irish Parliament,
and not the other way about.

After 1782 the English government h:uaed its dominance
by deliberately extending the sale of parliamentary places, titles -
dmd honours. Needless to say, there was no shortage of patriotic

¢ Wolfe Tone An Argument on behalf of the Catholics of
Ireland, 1791, .




Irish gentry.willins to sel

! fﬂr-ﬂ-uch bﬂub'lﬁ-:t ol : “ Lk i !:.?.‘h-
Caught between the land-owning aristocracy on:th

and the working masses on the other, :

class fundamentally threw in its lot W rac
But this alliance was not smooth one. For.t th

Protestants Wwere agreed on the need  for legis

| themselves to-the Englisk
vy e g Rii L

F 0

independence, they were nol united on Parliament

=

reform—the only way to transform the myth into reality, -

prepared to recognize the Catholic middle class as allies agai

-its own’ Protestant aristocratic rival—at least, for a time..

The shock that was to'change history throughout Europé
“however—and not least in Ireland itself—occurred not ir

Ireland, nor in England, but in France.

C Iﬂ.

~ Soa new conflict arose, this time between the new f_j_ ar
middle class and the Protestant landed gentry. All Catholics, ¢
course, were still excluded from participating in the politica
system at all. So two issues now dominated Irish politic
life—parliamentary reform and Catholic Emancipation. =
These were linked because the Protestant middle class W,

ativ
=

!

i
i
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CHAPTER TWO

‘His Majesty’s most
loyal subjects — the
Catholics of Ireland’

In 1786, just three years before the French Revolution, the
latest of the peasant secret societies, the Rightboys, had
emerged as a powerful force.

In addition to terrorism against the landlord and his agents,
the Rightboys put forward direct class demands.

These included raising the price of the peasant’s labour, an
end to the payment of tithes and a determination to pay no more
than a fixed rent per acre.

Meanwhile, in Ulster, the Presbyterian tenants’
movement—such as the “Protestant Boys™ (also known as the
*Peep O' Day Boys' and later to become the Orange Order) took
an anti-Catholic turn.

This, however, was more a question of land and rent than of
religious faith. The Protestant Societies had succeeded In
holding down the price of land. And many Presbyterian families
who could afford it emigrated to America. Then land-hungry
Catholic peasants from the south flocked into Ulster to take
over the land vacated by the emigrants. :

Used to a& much lower standard of living, these Catholics
could be exploited by the landlord more ruthlessly than could
the Protestants. Rents rose. So did the price of land. :

The result was the mobilization of the ‘Peep O" Day Boys to
drive out the Catholic newcomers. The Catholics, in their turn,
formed their own organization, the ~Defenders’, to resist the
Protestants. ) ! o T

Under the impact of the French revolution, this argammu?tn
developed into more than a defensive body, especially \Il-fhen t a;
- French Revolutionary Government abolished the payment 0
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thes (i.e. the payment of one-tenth of the peasants’ produce to
tithes (L.E. >
the church). . t had been paying tithes to &
At IF“S‘hm“hFEmwhhﬁas;: belonged. The Irish Catholic
Catholic, Chie ing tithes to the Episcopalean church—the
peasant Wéﬁmﬁ_in Ireland! Moreover, his material living
cﬂﬁluns were substantially worse than those of th_e French
peasantry. litical nature of the French Revolution lost

i the _
unriﬁ:&m:;w“ﬁmltlfﬁ Protestant merchants ‘and the Protestant

i lass, still denied political power in Ireland.
wﬂud ’l'= T‘;I, the Society of United Irishmen was furmed«.b-y..mf;
evolutionist Theobald Wolfe Tone, a bourgeois Protestant-by
origin. Deliberately setfing out to be mternatmn?L the ?n&:y
established links with the Jacobin Club In Pgns.mg
Revolutionary Society and the Friends of the People. in
England, and the Committéeé for Reform in Scotland,

Even after being driven underground by the British
government, it negmiat:t_!r:_ on ~equal _terms ‘\ﬂlh the
Revolutionary Directory of France.

It was driven forward not only by international events, but by
the development of industry in Ireland. This was drawing ur

from the countryside into the town and" both Catholic and.

Protestant was finding himself landless and jobless.

The Protestant poor found that the landlord and the boss were
more immedjate dangers than the Pope of Rome and the
Catholic poor discovered—in James Connolly’s words—that
sthe Catholic landlord represented the mass less than the
rent-roll”.7 phes '

- Tone and his followers seized this time to try to unite
Inshmen of all religions around the central demand for equal
representation of all people in parliament. An end to religious
sectananism among the exploited masses was the basic premise

of the United Irishmen. Their Manifesto, written by Tone, and

published in 1791, sought to unite these masses independentl
of the Irish aristocracy: ' ' : o £

"When the anstncmcfcnm: ;E‘nnva:rd.--':- he people fall
backward; when the people come forhigd-.fme_aﬁsiu:rﬂcy,

fearful of being left behind, insinuate themselves into our ranks
and rise into timid IEad:rs or erg ra'ufﬂ!"ﬂric; ... The
m'; m“‘;jﬁlﬂ' arty, or c’m / must emerge in'the

ntiness of the people . .., on the 14th' f July, the day which

'.I"JE.IIIﬁ'CGIIIJD"f 'Lab&:;rfii‘lrﬂqqd.'up.i:it. p.82

e W J

=
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shall ever commemorate the French Revolution, let this society
pour out th_r;:lr first libation to European liberty."

The desire to overcome religious differences in the working
class was shared by the proletarian section of the Volunteers.
The working class Liberty Corps issued a statement saying:

*We cannot but lament that [religious] distinctions, injurious
to both have too long disgraced the name of Irishmen: and we
most fervently wish that our animosities were entombed with
the bones of our ancestors; and that we and our Roman Catholic
brethren would unite like citizens and claim the Rights of Man."

The ‘Rights of Man' were revolutionary demands at that
time, and the title "Citizen’, as in the French Revolution, was a
revolutionary name.,

-~ This statement—issued in the same year as Wolfe Tone's
manifesto—is further proof that religious distinctions in Ireland
have been foisted on the working class from without precisely
to kill the development of revolutionary class-consciousness.

It is, after all, undeniable that the Catholic masses in Ireland
looked for deliverance, not to the Pope in Rome, but to the
revolutionaries of France who had undermined the Catholic
Church, executed many of its priests, and enthroned Reason in
MNotre Dame!

Meanwhile, the Irish peasantry had been active on its own
account. The Defenders frequently clashed with the army, on
many occasions in order to release pnsoners bound for
transportation. Hundreds of Defenders were executed in the
most barbaric fashion.

(The sentence of death read in part: "Being still alive, should

: . be cut down, but being alive their bowels be taken out and

N

|  development from it—the outbreak of war between England

burned before their faces.")

Nevertheless, for the first time, the revolt of the oppressed
masses of Ireland was taking place on a national scale. The
Defenders lacked a developed political programme, but they
took up every grievance and acted on it, raiding the homes of
the gentry, including Catholic gentry, to get arms.

And, while conservative ‘Patriot” reformers like Henry

‘Grattan were horrified by the ‘excesses’ of the French

~ Revolution, the Irish struggle was assisted by a further

- -and Francein 1793.

e
.'H'h
v
)

- through the Catholic Relief Act, which gave Catholics the vote
e

ey

- The English Prime Minister, Pitt, was anxious to prevent
~ Irishmen joining the French cause and accordingly pushed

g
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s (that is, gave it to 40 shillings
Protestan however, demanded

uffrage with annual parliaments.

i . the Unit Irishmen might have
Looked at in isolation, many middle-class radical groups in

in the setting of Ireland, particularly of the

: ish peasants—plus, in 1793, the danger of a
}wimlﬁlrdam—-my represented a real threat to
umpi"s:ﬂf I:nim;m from cpm:qs:fiun 1o repression,
:ncluding the suppression of all the remaining Volunteer bands
in Ireland and, later, of the Society of United Irishmen itself.

The latter immediately went underground, declared - for
republicanism and total separation from England, and sought
i co-operation with the Defenders;ar-Sii M
| ~ By this time. England was involved in what amounted to
| almost open war with the Defende . who could muster
hundreds and sometimes thousands of armed men.in up to 13

COUNIES. S <ol siamaty g R O
In some Mﬂ}ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ}qﬂhlﬁﬂmﬁ;ﬂ“ to ‘dethrone

all kings and plant the tree of liberty on our Irish land—whilst
mnquhueiendmmillpmtenigg:@sE;hﬁ
now linking pro-French republicanism with act

immediate grievances of the Irish poor.

that throughout this period, they were co isistently
sentences against them were passed by Catholic magistrates. .
Above all, the English :
radical middle class in the ranks of the United Irishmen with the
violent broad-based Defenders. FrRh. ik s ;
In 1796, the leaders of the Defenders agreed to link up with
~ the. United Irishmen and take their oath. The English
. government responded with the Insurrection Act of March the
ame year, which unleashed a further orgy. of repression in
m" i ; : . i g
- Anotherfactorin dlivingtheguvemm;:ﬁt to panic was that one
- month carlier Wolfe Tone had travelled to France and spoken
Sk mm!:adlmmﬁasf%ﬁmh Directory. They agreed t0
SRS S Sy force ,000-15,000 men to Ireland to li p with the
-f._ mmm"‘lg"‘[ T T 2l | frne n_, ‘mk“P o
taken place between the French and

 Similar discussions had
o “‘Flnlhquﬂ:ﬁam Arthur O Connor, a member 0f

1 .l\.\_

denounced by the Catholic Church and some of the most sa age

t feared an alliance of the
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the Irish House of Commons, and Lord Edward Fitzgerald.

In December, 1796, a French fleet, so ravaged by storms that
only half of it survived, arrived off the Irish coast. But the
weather worsened and the French troops were unable to land -
qnngrench force did land, however, and, together with the

~ United Irishmen; defeated a numerically superior English force
_at Castlebar.

" In 1797 another invasion fleet was prevented from sailing by
the weather, but a French invasion was still expected in 1798.

| By this time, however, the United Irishmen's organization in
 Ulsterwasinabad way. Ithad been undermined by the deliberate
" stiming up of Protestants and Catholics against each other and it
~ was further seriously damaged by the worst display of English
savagery in Ireland since the days of Cromwell.
~_ Martial law. was declared in most of Ulster.
Peasants were murdered and tortured indiscriminately. In
3 _Leinster. men were sentenced to between 500 and 999 lashes.
. Half-hanging — stopping when the victim became unconscious,
_then starting again when he revived — was common. So was the
. pitch-cap’—a cap full of molten pitch which was jammed on the
~ victim'sheadand setalight.

l -- Troops were granted “free quarter’ in Irish villages and towns.
- In theory, this meant the inhabitants had to provide free
e H_E;gjmmndatinn and food for the soldiers. In practice it meant the

. occupying troops could do exactly what they liked with the local
- population, . -

gy ;-1'5;4_@{;;hi5 situation many. of the leaders of the United Irishmen

t ~(though not of the Defenders) turned informer to save their own

. skins and large-scale arrests followed. The United Irishmen’s

~military leader, Lord Edward Fitzgerald, was betrayed in this

. wayanddied of wounds received while being arrested.

. Despitetthis, the planned rising was launched in May 1798, and

- inWicklow and Wexford it took 30,000 British troops to put it
down. . : :

ﬁtﬁﬁpmsaﬂ it was. however, and burnings, floggings and

~ executions followed ona mass scale. - :

A favourite method of dealing with young Irishmen was 10

ﬁlﬂmﬂl‘ch them in chains to the various harbours and forcibly enrol

- themassailors on British men-of-war. . S

- The notorious brutality in the British navy in the last years of

 the 18th century and the early 19th— when men often received

‘hundreds of lashes for the most trivial offences— wasin no small
art. due to the fear felt by the officers of the openly-expressed
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rced recruits. In fact, in government records of
l&:e“ﬁngt:dlfmhnﬁmnns the secret oath of the United Irishmen"

the mostcommo

mghﬂ:hi.lni 1ed Irishmen were finished when Wolfe Tone.

travelling in a later French fleet with the rank of general in the
e h army, was ;
';hln?n-. Scn:enmd to death by hanging,
committingsuicide in his cell. -

It is worth mentioning that the treatment of ‘some of the
middle-class leaders of the United [rishmen was incomparably
more lenient than that meted out to the peasantry. In severa|
cases, in return for divulging the details of their organization,
thcywereallmwdmgoinmmlunmry exile.

And some of them did quite well. Thomas Emmet, for
example, became State Attorney of New York.

Itis also significant that the Catholic hierarchy and the Catholic
sections of the ruling
harshest treatment for

he avoided execution by

the rebels. After the risings had been

defeated, a loyal address, signed by the entire Roman Catholic |
peers and some 2,000 |

College of Maynooth, by four Catholic
Catholicgentry,read: =~

‘We, the undersigned,
‘Roman Catholics of Ireland, think it necessary at this moment
publicly to declare our firm attachment to His Majesty's person,

' and o the constitution under which we have the happiness tolive |

- .- We cannot avoid expressing to your excellency (the Lord
r.:w.ﬂijmtme- amid the general
~delusion, many, particularly of the lower orders, of our own

: ; ' - o ] - - and

mm:". ey 3 :'!-'r"r,-i.-_.__ﬂTﬁ da ""1-'.';;:,'.' _7‘1'. i Jupl N o
' The struggle of the Irish *lower orders’, however, was far from

‘over. The defeat of 1798 was followed, in 1802, by what was
fI:mcmrmnsﬂnu:‘I:T.mmvz:t"'31:1111!11:ir:atir::.'*!.1-'" ey
~ Robert Emmet recruited his forces mainly

i - om the industrial
working class of the big towns and cam '

epublic. Huge forces of troops were required to suppress this
.mmmwwamm? or i e
__ The revolutionary nature of this struggle was ex|

Ireland'. Its first article decreed the wholesale confiscation of

. church property and the second and third articles forbad and

L)

‘declared void the transfer of all landed property, bonds.

-

noffence, frequently punished by transportatio, |

captured by the British and taken in irons 1o |

class were the ones who demanded the |

Hisﬁajésty‘-s most loyal Subjects, the |

paigned for a democratic :

Emmet’s proclamation for the ‘Provisional Government of
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debentures, and public securities until the national (that is, the

revolutionary) government was established and the "national
will: upon them declared.

By the time of the struggle against Wolfe Tone and Robert
Emmet, the British government had perfected another
' instrumentofclass rule— paid informers and spies.

These penetrated into the highest levels of the Irish movement.
For example, Leonard McNally, the lawyer who defended the
Jeaders of the United Irishmen at their trials, was discovered later
" o have been a paid informer, systematically denouncing to the
~ government the very menhe was defendingin the courts!
Then there was Father Thomas Barry, Roman Catholic priest,
who instructed men in the confessional to reveal their plans to the
' military— and received a government pension of £100a year for
F‘ the rest of his life as blood money.
. Emmet’s movement was suppressed in 1803 and its leader —
" |ike Wolfe Tone, a Protestant— was hanged by the British.
By this time the treacherous Irish Parliament had been bribed
into voting for the Act of Union. |
. The story spread by Craig, Paisley and the rest of the
‘contemporary Ulster Unionists that Irish Protestants have
_ always loved the union with England is a lie.

T
B iy i

" When the idea of a legislative union was

e ) put forward at the
' _end of the 18th century, the

strongest opponents Were the

b :?'giﬁ!:ant.gentry, who were concerned with their own survival
. asaprivileged group.
. This feeling was stronges! amongst the Ulster Orangemen,

IS

} ﬂ;@}}g{lﬂthé Protestant lawyers and bankers of Dublin also felt
| l";-’_"g;lgg{-hadalp:i,t to lose. '

.~ Neither was the Catholic attitude so simple. As explained
* earlier, laws preventing Catholics from owning land had gone
| before the end of the 18th century and in 1793 they had been
-‘-‘;“‘n‘;;_-.t'l#gu;thc vote on the same terms as Protestants. :
~ But they could not hold state or municipal office, apart from
" being magistrates. In the latier capacity. they persecuted the
poor, with just as.much gusto as did their Protestant

. '“'rpt'lrts-. B
‘Nor could they enter parliament. They could Iegﬂl];?;:t::r

i .'l.q-purliumtnt‘ but in practice they Were never 4
. take their seats because the members™ oath denounced the
-. .?'Il:'a-'!_—!:' “- A
o e e

Maryasanidol. : :
h '&]_ujmh,f such rights as these, however, was obviously of .



s felt th?s*‘were mnre"ﬁ:ely to
uﬂgm.oﬁmm Engla“nd rather than
lwfe thunll’rqtestant rivals

pl;utl by the Irish
. handed out 16
ed 20 existing Irish
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:S w nﬂusru:valﬂsum&.ns 1
Elhls the first years of the [9th century were years of
Eﬁ action throughout Europe. The fear engendered in
s of the ruling classes by the French Revolution caused
h n.l down even the mildest of reformers und 1o drive
¥ very furm of popular o rg;mlz.umn

'1‘71 n these years saw the anti-trade union Combination
"J_’_ri'.h‘ ll'll: 1815 Corn Law (which forced up the price of
1y, 5u5pcnsmn of habeas corpus in 1816 (giving the
pmw:r of imprisonment without trial). the Game
{whllt:h prf:'-.crlbﬂd seven years lransportation for
:‘E'Lf.“ net which might be used 1o catch rabbits). the

sa,.u:rc of 1819 (when workers attending a political
ncheat:r were hewn down by lhe mllu.tr}rj ;md the

g,[‘d I:e held wuhnut pe rmission of [ht magmmms]

C I,J o thes,: measures was the economic depression which
1 the end of the Napoleonic Wars. This was particularly

rel.md D'urlng the war agricultural prices had risen.
risen along with them. After the war, demand fell

I‘.lrél ices went down—but rents stayed high.

: me:nt grew in the cities. with the decline of the war
‘large numbers of men came out of the armed
the ranks of the unemployed in thn: town and the

side.
g, un crgrnund trade unions and secret societies

J[n!i.h masses also sought a way out of their
ro itical channels.

- E:%- pve all, lh.u Il'lt‘.' lrtar.:htry of lhc ll‘ll-lldlﬂ-vl..l.lsa
i “Lm-, 1o :
sl:h Cﬂthulm le.nder Dumel o) Cunnell. wils
' Y - W:stmmster parhument for the- CT.nre
:gg was a significant victory. At that time voting
( .LEvery voter: _had: to declare publicly
de before anyone else who chose to-attend.
' n&}his;vule. To vote against the landlord’s

. neu d despite
ly: meant eviction. Despite this; an _
Bie pos srest tenants -were disfranchised by a-

o oo

on of 40 shillings per year..O"Connell was -

'__
- '-._hz

! -Ei.‘{lﬁ;tg:;ﬁmmem‘ n:; pass th: Am u‘_:"
atiof Jhﬂiﬁfﬂ"ﬂ\\‘ll’lﬂrfﬁﬂl’ -Catholics L‘uuld_.-__-
ush H?ustuf Qummun& beappum{ed ,
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o OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IREL ANy,
X _and obtain high posts in the civil anfl rml_ltal:y Services,
.JM'IE;: ;w TTE R allsshn raised the Irish voting qualification frop,
a 40 shilling freehold to a £10 freehold, thus d'“r'd“chisi“ﬂ
many Catholics. But O"Connell was not unduly bothered abou
that, since the Act was a means of strengthening the Catholic
middle class against the Catholic poor.

Indeed, O Connell lived in fear of the Irish poor. He rejected
both republicanism and revolutionary methods of struggle.

On one occasion he presented George 1V with a loyal address
which claimed to unite "6 millions of a grateful people in a band
of brotherly love to one another’ and to express their
“affectionate attachment to your Majesty’s person and throne' .

The first two principles of O Connell’s Repeal Association
which he formed in 1840, were: _ B

"Most dutiful and ever inviolate loyalty to our most grucious
and ever-beloved Sovereign Queen Victoria and her heirs and
- successors forever. - ey - o

“The total disclaimer of and the total absence from all physical
force, violence or breach of the law.” =

Yet when Catholic Emancipation opened up the. professions
for the middle-class Catholics, the landlords vented their fury
on: the poor by means of mass evictions. And the peasants
fought buck, in their traditional manner, through their secret
socieies. They not only raided the gentry’s home for arms.
killed landlords and their agents, but assembled at night and

-ploughed up the grasslands so they could not be used for grazing

(one of the main reasons for evictions was to turn arable land
into more profitable grazing fields). i i
But these desperate poor were abandoned by O’ Connell and

. his middle-class followers, who had used them to force

concessions for themselves from the British government.

- O’Connell, mr.ieed frequently warned the British government
that he and his class were the alternative fo the .threat of
- revolution from the starving masses. Yet he never mobilized
these masses. (1 i oL ARR

And he could most certainly have done so. On one tour
through Ireland in 1843, O'Connell held what Engels called a
triumphal tour lasting a fortnight”, 150,000 turned out to hea
him at Cork, 200,000in Nenagh, 400,000at Kilkenny.jo |

.}ﬂmt.{l.(:onnclldnd with his support is explained by Engels:

. =IO Connell really wanted to further the welfare of. the
people. if he were really concerned with the elimination of

wFrederick Engels “Letters from London ‘June 1843

k

IS MAJESTY'S MOST LOYAL SUBJECTS <
miselly — and not with his miseruble, petty middio. ot ..
objectives which are at the bottom of :;LIIplh*.']r hhm{;ﬂ:ii::'d'lu;

_agitation for Repeal — [ should like to know w hat d}“mfmd
advanced by O"Connell representing the power that s
jpresent at 1 dl_ﬁpusal could be refused by Sir Robert Peel (j.e.
the British government).

..Tl?m“.wm“ does O Connell do with all his power and with his
m||]||nn5'_uf militant and desperate Irishmen” . . He e
imﬁ:we.rls.hmi, upprcsﬁgd ll'liﬁ-h people to embarrass the Tory

 ministers and to help his middle-class friends to get back into
office . .. If O'Connell were really a man of the people. if he had
sufficient courage and were not himself frightened of the people
'+« the last English soldier would have left Ireland long since . . .

.1 ... Butthere's the rub. If the people were set [ree even fora

-~ moment, Damel Q‘C{IHHEEH_ and his monied aristocrats would

- soon find themselves in the wilderness . . . This is the reason for

- O Connell’s close association with the Catholic clergy: that is
“why he. exorts the Insh to be on their guard against the

. dangerous socialists. that is why he rejects the assistance

! --dffi‘:r'eg.l-_ by the: Chartists. although for form’s sake he speaks

\ ~occasionally about democracy.” i

AN txumﬁle of O'Connell’s “fear of the people” occurred on

k& G i:!i:':'[uher 5,.1843, when the British government banned a meeting

- due to be held at Clontarf, near Dublin. Fearful that they could

’!'. ﬂ:-j-_*-i!'l'ﬁt.t:nntml the masses if it came to a clash with the troops,

~ O'Connell and his associates cancelled the meeting.

* Immediately, the government went further on to the offensive.

O Connell: and eight other Irish leaders were arrested and

Pty §Ehargéd with seditionr. ©'Connell was sentencgd to 12 months
~ imprisonment, though this sentence was quashed by the House

.~ of Bords after widespread protests.

BT  After Emancipation was secured. O’ Connell proceeded to

~ organize an " Irish Party in the British Commons to campaign for

R :3i';fmﬁll["ﬁl’ the Act of Union’. After the 1832 Er:hrrlrmle’n:l‘ !a'il"r'tf

~more power to the middle class and the new capitalists in the

B T A ‘er ‘Repealers’ at Westminstler.

~ British parliament, there were 39 “Repealers ot 1 e

= It must be remembered that the vast majonty of Irish f";*'“ s

.~ Who numbered 105 at that time, never HUPF{"‘“—“} _H_'-’*'_P'_:]‘_‘h;: s

" But the Repealers hated their own working class. cidle

OV 1 ST Clare actually posted a

'O'Connell's organization in County LR T

iblic notice denouncing the unemployed and landfess:
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CHAPTER THREE

From Famine to Fenian

‘I never thought that famine could have such tangible reality.
All Western Ireland is covered with ruined cottages. Whole
villages are devastated. This state of affairs is due to famine,
emigration and clearances; continual oppression has aritificially
turned the Irishinto a thorodghly impovenished people.”

Thus Frederick Engels described—some years later—the
terrible Irish famine of 1845-1848 which devastated the country
and brought class antagonisms to a head.

And he continued: "Except for Dublin, the whole of
Ireland—especially the towns—reminds one of France or

Northern Italy since there is a pleasing profusion of policemen,

priests, lawyers, officials and country squires. i

‘It would be difficult to understand how all these parasites
live if the distress of the peasants did not supply an answer Lo
the problem. “*Strong measures ™ are to be seen in every corner
of the country. The government meddles with everything and
there is no trace of any so-called sglf-government.

‘Ireland may be regarded is the first English ::_c:_lun}'. I_'nere one
can see that the so-calle iberty of English citizens 1s based

upon the oppressionof i’ >lonies.’

Engels went on to say that he had ‘never seen so many

policemen in any country . He wrote:

‘The bleary look of the bibulous Prussian policeman is
developed to its highest perfection among the Irish constables,

who carry carbines, bayonets and handeuffs... -~
‘Ireland has been utterly ruined by the English wars of

conquest from 1100 1o 850—for it is a fact thil} the campaigns
and the state of siege have lasted as long as that.” 13

13 Engels letter to Marx, May 23, 1856.
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' Jacent attitude was displayed
A much more :““I"Ilit the f:is?mp' who "-;_!'utc to n}rd,:E
| i « *The famine IS spreading with fe.
0 {‘:{{M:IL;:M to “;'f persons are dqu of starv.r.alin.nd;m:dL
mpldlla;“ Lhe tenants are bravely paying their rents.’
fever, Cullen considered the famine (o be

,di‘:;dns:l[;:h;;mﬂdenﬂ. to drive the Irish abroad to Eprgaa

d
holic faith.”™* T .

entire potato crop failed, this greatest of many Irish famines is

usually presented as some kind of “natural® disaster, | Was
ing of the sort. bl
| m'l'l;rcm‘lumpﬂ*' potato was the staple food of the Irish peasap,
but it was by no means all he produced. He also grew gry;p
crops and kept cattle. But these either went straight to (pe
landlord or had to be sold to pay the rent. -
The value of the normal potato crop on which the Peasantry

value of agricultural produce in Ireland was some £45m.
In other words, in that one 'famine’. year there was enough
food produced in Ireland to feed twice the population.
~ In 1847 21,770 people died of hunger and 250,000 of the
typhoid fever that always followed in the wake of famine. In
1848 the figures were 300,000 and 600,000 respectively. That
same year 2 million quarters of wheat and barley were exported
JAn 1846 O'Connell told the English House of Commons that

between October 10, 1845, and January S, 1846, over 30,000

oxen, bulls and cows, over 30,000 sheep and lambs and over
100,000 pigs were sent from Ireland to England.
Thus something like one and a quarter million people were
?j;‘lﬁﬂﬁd in three years of Irish history because the merchants,
ind farmers were just as entitled to their sacred profits as the
landlords o their sacred rents,
aﬁm l:hﬂllﬁed ‘the experience of this famine and its
aliermath, ““1-'_11_1}1}’ to expose the brutalities of capitalism, but

* Nu[:a]i hf uum ; e e ‘ "'. | 3.t £ :

s ~succeeded in spreading 'it. There are
i o oonureal 10 6,000 Irish immigrants who died of
m“ T 5".1,’-‘_!5-*-_ here the immigrants landed, the
o records the burial of 5,294 persons-who *flying from

 Reoulence and famine in Ireland in the year 1847 found in

e it grave’ Cecil King On lreland, p. 70
_“fr?m _'J '...'*'-'.’ : - | -

-
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o' refute the Malthusian theory, still prevalent today, that
.m,.erpapulutmn wias the cause of pOverty. 14 . tha

In 1841 the population of Ireland had been 8.2 664 By 1866
it wiis below S}r& million. -l

As Marx pointed out. the famine killed *poor devils only" and
forced many more to emigrate. These emigrés sent money back
euch year. which not only provided travelling expenses for
those left behind. but made emigration “one of the most
Jucrative of[Ireland’s]export trade’,

" Yet Irish wages remained just as low. the oppression of the
labourers increased and misery forced the country towards a
new crisis. Moreover small and medium farmers were rapidly

s crushed by the competition of agriculture managed by capital
(which involved machinery and the conversion of arable into

._;pra'smi'e land) and they were forced to join the ranks of

~ lived was around £20m. At the height of the 1848 famine, the

- wage-labourers.
. Marx also quotes ‘IhE 1870 report of the Poor Law Inspectors
on the wages of agricultural labourers in the Dublin area. Over

- 120 years (that is, since just after the famine and its depopulation)

* “wages had risen 50-60 per cent to an average of 65-9s per week.

.~ But the price of basic essentials had doubled in the same period.

- The same report described agricultural labourers™ huts as "a
- disgrace to the Christianity and the civilization of this country’.

- Even these were frequently swept away by the landlords who
- wanted to clear the land.

5 .,'Iﬁgi;:lher with the fact that there was no employment for such
~ labourers between the end of the potato crop in October and the
- following spring. these clearances drove them into the sunking

- hovels of the towns where they joined the urban unemployed.

~_ Such conditions, the Poor Law Report continued, “has made
“ithis class particularly susceptible to low fever und pulmonary
‘pneumonia’.

~ “Yetthe Irish land magnates, who wanted the land cleared for

-'ﬁl.'ii_l,hal grazing, demanded more emigration both dJuring and

~ after the famine. Lord Dufferin; for example, called for a further

. =
T

o,

- Population, he wrote, ‘must go yet further

- one-third of a million of Irish poor to be driven out of the

country, - \ : :
~ The reason; as Marx pointed out. was that “as the Insh

Sinos ; L ish rent-rolls swell’. lreland’s
I,ﬁ:‘[&ﬂpulatmn_ diminishes, the Iri b RAhes b in

=

s

| her true destiny, that of an English sheep walk and cattle

~ pasture’,

‘l’i'Marx ‘Capital’ Volume I, Chapter XXV.
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[ is almost impossible to.d

E: ;Tn':n“:: ofshcep-suralmg whose wife had beep 50

ungry had been eating the thigh of her own daughie
:'hohad“:;dﬂ:mn famine fever. The man was hanged. s ;i

coun lﬂm
ewlll:t?; mﬂ‘:}; hma,_,pmpje Iwm& on the coast tried

alive by eating seaweed. ' |
#ﬁs e ﬂ; providing fmd Iﬂl‘ th: smnrmg. Ihﬂe landlords -.

English and Irish alike, Ehthnln: ancLProtestanl alike - evicted

escribe the sufferings of the Irish |

land of unwanted tenants, whether they paid their rents or not,
In one set of evictions, in Eoun;mg.jla}r -JS 000 people were
cleared out. In many cases aqdlurdgxghumadhqiuwn peasants’
huts and then hired thugs to Bﬁ;&them,ﬁu; of the dltches in
whtchtmdespﬂ'ate peoplesought tolive, 5

auh.:ved@uﬂ: ﬂhg;l‘luﬁt‘ I:EEQ qw g!sqd;fq_r Poor Relief.

.i

e npﬂmﬁda.s Iheﬁwp-l{ljphenﬁct,.,*}ﬁf‘“ =y
BT i ﬂpﬁ;dauﬁgaj’ﬂns@g- -- the
| R AR alllslﬂd evicting Iandlnrds b n:usm qr Lo per:
- owningmore than one quarter of an acre of land, The poor were

~ Biven a choice t‘ ng "-. I mitgwyg,l w-] {Hﬁi' T
i. ']-Edi lhﬁuup of a
alf of them Protestant, who
i =~mmrcmcnm [l.gﬁ'ﬂrly

OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IRELAN |
|

great famine itself. Robert Kee recounts p, |
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. “The Nation”, devoted much sp:
__ ,_l;l_"hﬂr'lﬂﬂpﬂ oted much space to what could
.i._._lmﬂly@be.de?cnbed as-poetry, the following being a fair

mple:

M’e want no swords, no siavage swords.

dﬁﬂ Iﬂ}' in lhﬁ streets for six or el

murdered and hung. They ‘selzcﬂ the opportunity to rid their

Ii' q,ﬂ!)erqngteqmqtﬁgr Iﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂtr D Connell

'-H. i, -l-.-l'.;-- 1-...]_ "'"' -.-' _‘fﬂ!yl “-5 usud]
_“.: . { -,.1_,||: ___I!Itde:lﬂfﬂd :
that aid sha y for lh# Roor
~ The British governm L;; Tﬁ-.-;*fw.-r-:- >
»:.J'-":"jﬂ";‘: 11‘: . -;?-E"-. | starving ".":‘ﬁﬁ:'b."'i: fan nily was one "
ot Church wasansther I 169 the B G
i L E T Eevernment; s_grant to. the. L‘alhuhp ‘seminary at | &f
EEEEes fﬁa %eamaqaezﬁnm W e oo AR 0
L %ﬂﬂm XI ;he. end, ﬂn_wnaggl lﬂ‘j‘:lﬁhlﬂ!ft the E
:' : - Poor (Ireland known .in the -a:miﬁhsm it [

Blake m 01 '..' .Ies

~ Qur fetters vile to shatter,
i ithybﬂﬂqﬂfl'lﬂg mind alone we fight --
e ‘%ﬂll we need for freedom!’ :
1;"-‘ Ru "ep_u leadership such as this could mmnmnd a4 huge
fic t,# ,_EIE"" Ireland, They held huge rallies all over the country,
d ..‘ alarmed the British government, u‘eaputc the
a ut' the group.
20 mlﬂll s arrest has already been mentioned (in fact he was
no nJ.EIll but in the governor's house in Dublin where he
ed t-:- hold sumptuous banguets) and the British
:- did drive some of the Young Irelanders in a more
'I';'IIEE[IGI’I This was intensified after O’ Connell virtually
,-me Repeal campaign following the Lichfield House

el
i .F"-'-* :

rng the; famine, calls for violent struggle were heurd
Ieadmg to a splitin the Repeal Association,

 the Irish Confederation -- but they still had no policy
e needs of the Irish poor. Instead, they dealt in the old

L

about “freedom’, the unity of “all Irishmen’ and the
anc 'ﬁf develupmg Irish manufacture (most of the
lera ﬂnsleaders came from the manufacturing class).

Dnce 'gdm ew:ms in Eumpe were to drive forward the
2nl. - Added to O Connell's treachery und that of his

enants, the Irish Catholic priesthood, there came not
“Q

ST

ifemem that swept Eumpf:. [J‘-‘:_I,fllLUl_c!l‘Ij
and Ita1y. in 1848.

| l;,!rne account 15 ,000 pmple marched thmugh
) nnstnumn to calebmle 1ﬁe uvcrthmw of Lﬂruu.
-Tl"q. b

.l -
0Nl &a‘ﬁhers bég.m 1o emergc Dutst‘mdmg amc}ng
Vas 't- ;J'mu,_, te el, who advocated a refusal to pay rents.
" "HH “‘i e’éd the starving. and I:lr:ﬂkmgl of bnd,ges
railways o"smp the export of food.
-- $ "H: [Dampl (6} Cnnm:]l] led the Insh peuple

'{__I]'te Young Irelanders founded a new organization.

|.1_5 suf’fennga of the famine but the -
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1o describe the sufferings of the | ;
It Wlmwlﬁm ne itself. Robert Kee recounts r:ﬁ:

L ;'Il- s L] t

~ poor during the grea of sheep-stealing whose wife had been

| Pl fu' Wm cating the thigh of her own ddugh[i?
e - died from famine fever. The man was hanged. s

] r, “The Nation", devoted much space to what could
-‘descrlhm] as pnetry the following being u fair

nrhn swords, no siavage swords.
‘ti;Er?.t vile to shatter,

hit nquH'mg mind alone we fight --

: &nead forfreedom!’ ' :

for tlle smn"l L [h¢ ] i .u:l:rshlp such as this could cnmmdnd a4 huge

: mmiﬁ a!}j mﬁ,gﬁuhc MHGte;:Ent ahk:“fll:ﬁz Ie:i ng !re and., They held huge rallies all over the Lﬂunlri

nEtmlf i and hUﬂEmm‘?‘T'ﬁa tll:le uppi::jm;mw to rid their | __._I _,.;[:ﬁ:-jgi u;h: British government. despite the
ether the at - O [aln ;

w ufuwf‘:ftu “!Eﬁ'?ﬁm‘ wﬂgunmﬂfygf 15 {:}g ;‘i‘::l:l"“l:ml o : %:s .u'rest has already been mﬂntlﬂm‘:d (in fact he was

; e =Ie ail, bul in the governor's house in Dublin where he

'. f._;m _hold sumptuous banquets) and the British

i s Who RGNS S towns, thedead lay in the streets for siy or
" eight days without burial. ;Penple lnrl,ng on. thc coast tried (,

out. In ma mlaﬂ“":‘ﬁ burned down peasants' |

“then hired t t t them out of the d R
*ﬁaﬁcﬂéwﬂ'ald] twhﬁgs qsuught to live. N iffiesin B off - did drive some of the Young Irelanders in a more
= ---,@tlllf@;nm the contemptible little lawyer D Conne| [ MIltant el ‘E[mﬁ"Tlh x wmm}mlfﬁ{ ‘Iﬁwhumi Eﬁnr:’t" | House
..'&!ﬁﬂ‘.’a‘ h.?rmulddu was plead for Poor Relief, | 4 | pﬂd g o e bl ou
; '-=+L.M1 _of course, reacted with its usual | &8

conce JJH Prime ﬁhlllmslqr Lord Russell declared | :
1 _:t..-*: sle it wasgecmy for “the poor | &=
I."Il-_'q .h Eﬂ 1'1‘{1 "_-.[-F-i.n!i "-F'I."'-l, 5

*.,-q"“ g ﬂgguﬁgﬁm‘genemus to | .--I

c famme ml[s for vmlem struggle were heard
li ng iﬂd split in the Repeal Association.

oung Irelanders founded a new organization.
h nfedemuun -- but they still had no policy
IAs ving HilVWas one 5"9,; the Irish poor. Instead, they dealt i in the old

= ¢ abo dom’, the unity of “all Irishmen’ and the
| u.,.ta asanumer. 1In 1845 the British | 1 ENTS
= mportz _nyg:lﬁpmg Irish manul'.u:turc {rnu:-,t nf the
T
%E nman,age:d tﬂjﬂﬁhIE\"t the
_g"g; '1 ,.uthe areuiwhem it
C . my P Tt T
use -- .i:tua]ly
si‘sganc: lq _persons
an ﬂ'.]‘ha puqr were

-"|,

L events in Europe were to drive forward the
A 1 ded IDG Eunnell S lreachtr}r and that of his_
lﬂrlsh Catholic prmsthmd there came not

|||||

llul swepl E].Il'l‘.‘.-pE purm:ulctrly
. in 1848,

l.ml Lj,[ﬂ]ﬂ' pﬂ'nple marched lhmugh
:ejehnt[e lﬁe nverlhmw of Louis

star 1'L

'“f’.{ urtsuppnrl’ﬂf a

Prhtesmnt who tﬂ"v;':mr:rgg ﬂutsmndmg amung

| :ntn:.[tyﬁearlr n Mitchel, who adv qated,;;hmfua al to pay rents,

rand: N of crops to feec _' e starving, and brE.llglﬂg“ﬂrbr}EI.‘ngru
: lw r rtlie"é'ipnrl; of food.

g B
_________

',.Eu[[Enngh of the famine but the

Daniel O"Connell} leqthe Irsh people
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e ally half-sheathing a visiony,

By mere agitation, eternd : ary
w-:?r}n; whichag[ﬁends and foes alike knew to be a mep
sn ntu“m he had, as he believed, coerced the Brijg,
gu::rnm:zm to pass a Relief Act, and admit Catholics ¢,

liament and some offices. 1 . s
P*'ﬁ'ht:n came the famine . . . to this condition had **moral apg

itation”" brought Ireland.
pc?l:f:;ﬁ:aved for food in vain. She was to be taught that the
nation which parts with her nationhood or suffers it to pe
wrested or swindled from her, thereby loses all . . .

- And so clubs were formed expressly for arming; rifles weyg
eagerly purchased; and the blacksmiths® forges poured forth
pikeheads. Sedition, treason were eagerly preached and
enforced: and the ““United Irishman™ (Mitchel’'s paper) was
established specifically as an brgan of revolution. 19

Another revolutionary was James Fintan Lalor, whao
denounced. Daniel O'Connell as a ‘foresworn traitor at the
helm’, and declared: ] it

‘I will never act with nor aid any organization limiting itself

strictly to the sole object of dissolving the present connection |

with Britain and rigidly excluding every other . . . A mightier

question is the land. 20 R s =
Labour on the land constituted a right to the land, said Lalor,

and he called on the peasant to withold his L e
But these were exceptional men. (And even among them,

staggering political decisions could be made. Thus, Mitchel |

after being deported from Ireland to the colonies in 1848, fled to

the United States in 1853. There he supported the Southern =

slave-owners in the American Civil War!)

Most of the Young Ireland leaders — such as Smith O’Brien |
- — regarded the organization as a comprehensive national = an
movement which would include gentry, landowners and == =

capitalists. :

For instance, they joined with O'Connell and a number of {0 =
Irish peers and landowners in an organization called the =
Reproduction Works Committee to channel relief into Ireland [

during periods which they described as "imperial calamities .

Yet these men were assuming _thef leadership of the 11'3‘5h
nationalist movement at a time when people were arming £

19 Mitchel's Jail Journal’ quotedin Carty ‘Ireland, from
Grattan s Parliament to the Great Famine'. ~ b
20 Gavan Duffy ‘Four Years of Irish History " pp167-168.
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themselves 1IEH{1}“ to fight. (When Daniel O'Connell died in 1847
—- leaving Enstructmns that his heart was to be conveyed 1o
Rome! - his Repeal Association staggered on for only a short
time under the leadership of his son, John.)
At the Irish Confederation conference in 1848 the right wing
~ defeated Mitchel and specifically declared that there was
" harmony of interest between landlord and tenant and that
" henceforth all their activities would be restricted 1o
. parliamentary campaigns.
i [t was then that Mitchel broke from the Confederation and
" Jaunched his “United Irishman’.
i Méa[ﬁwhile. the Pope of Rome had been doing his bit for the
" British cause. In 1847 Pius 1X sent a private letter to the four
" Irish: archbishops counselling them to work for “the
preslﬂnfatliﬂn of peacehand order in the country'—and obligingly
provided the British government with a copy.
* Then, following negotiations with a British emissary, Lord
~ Minto, Pius issued an edict to all Catholic clergy in Ireland to
| restrict their activities to spiritual affairs and not to involve
 themselves in secular matters (such as the starvation and
~ murder of their flocks). 2
-_-"'-w'ith'the blessing of the Pope, the British government moved
e _iné?;ﬂﬁ:l_.i_pn_-._ A rising led by Mitchel in 1848 was put down. and
.~ was followed by the Crimes and Outrages Act. Warning
' Q}gr;iﬁ appeared all over Ireland and 8,000 troops were sent Lo
L :
- yliﬁipel was arrested, sentenced to 14 years transportation
'ti?ﬁ;gij!g to Tasmania. With his departure, the remaining Young
ind leaders disarmed the workers and peasants, even when
'y came arms in hand to save those same leaders from arrest
ile!
owever, as was often the case with such “moderate- leaders,
Xile was frequently followed by a highly successful new career.
"Charles Gavan Duffy became Prime Minister of Victoria,
SR e il 5
Istral ﬁu Another deportee became a prominent New York
idge ;{’t‘ﬁhﬁmhﬂ ended up as Postmaster General of Canada.
‘But the Young Ireland Movement was finished. And, as
. defeat was followed by further repression. ‘The
bered Estates Act of 1849 created a new category of
ulators from the cities — the so-called ‘Gombeen Men --
yught up land to sell or rent for a profit.
led to the formation of the Tenants® Right movement ind
& Russell Papers PRO 1847 and 1848,

=l

._'_. __-.l' " '
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the 1852 election saw the return of 50 Tenant Right Mps_ Thed

' . John Sadleir -- 3 p. : j
included the Mqvfn}em :{eugleadhﬂi yet another Ia:f b; gt (Karl Marx, in “Cupital’, quotes from the report of th
x w.m:[mK Nﬂﬂplisdged during the election that :ETa;-’“H““W Pﬂf”““‘*“‘ﬁ commissiori which investigated this dispute: “The
Sadleir and Ke0 Bk : e VOulg committee believe that work beyond 12 hours has z t :
not accept government posts. = and then immediately did S0, undermine the health of the working man, ;:dl ;m::?jf ::;

' MINE TO FENI
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becoming Solicitor Fifﬂl?ml and L‘?.';I {I;l'th:Treasury, premature old age and death, to the. great injury of families of
The Tenants' Right le.ader'_s had been ,fﬂfﬂﬂﬁi o do Whay - working men thus.deprived of the care and support of the head

O Connell had always n:fuseq Lo {}D. -- 10 recognise land as the of the family when most required.’) =
central question. But they did this, -'{5 Marx pointed out in EEE It was the great charucteristic of Fenianism that it took root in
order to get elected and_c:?nclude a_new Lichfield House = the masses as.no previous Irish movement had done. It became
Contract”. These men were, in fact, working hand in glove |, or | powerful among the workers in the larger cities such as Dublin
only with the British government, but with the Catholic church " Cork, Wexford and Waterford. :
The workings of this deal, in Marx's words, were that ‘Wheﬁ Its growth there was part of an awakening interest in
Palmerston harrdﬁs over lre[and_lm the Ipriests, the priests will -revolutionary. politics. In fact, branches of the International
elect MPs who will hand over England to Lord Palmerston ' - Working Men’s Association also flourished in Dublin and Cork

Behind this lay important social and economic changes jp |~ untl after the defeat of the Paris Commune. :
lrelapd. The Irish agrifullural system was being replaced by the © *‘h‘d Marx was to _describe FFniunism as “characterized by a
English system. That is, small tenancies were-being replaced by - socialist. tendency (in.a negative sense, directed against the
large ones and the capitalist was taking the place of the old . @PPropriation of .the soil) .and ... being a lower orders
landowner. : : S ~_movement."

This. plus the.open _l;r:aché.ry of _lhé__'i'énét_n o Right leaders. || ‘In 1869 he was to write: “As to the present Irish movement,

ved the way for the. 2 e R = .~ | there are three important factors: (1) opposition to lawyers and
ﬁsﬂlﬁr}u =5 P _.al.'“?‘l ’ 'T"“"?: ré"'ﬂ'f“f’?ﬂ.w' £Ia,1n. Insh 8 ..:;adingpﬂliti:iuns and blarney. (2) opposition to the dictates of
“The Irishman, banished by sheep and ox, reappea .~ the priests,, who (the superior ones) are traitors, as in
side of the ocean as a Fﬁi:irEF : audnx,rmp g _'.-."" ue other ?;C;mnﬁll's time as well as in 1798-1800. (3) the coming out of
R RS T R Lr s oakta 3ea . Uing e Se Pty . the agricultural labouring class against the farming class at the
e e i woveae s s o
the Qu ﬁ:ﬁ of anland R e Eﬁﬂdﬁ@cﬁlf’%‘ﬁ% e s :'._-;_-,EI;'I{Ilanjsm was also an international movement. Several of its
o e i A s T e e --::.-;r.-r.-t';.,dmﬂ - .~ leaders had worked with revolutionary groups in France and
namm_g.‘,:‘rnd '.L".m W'.!ﬁj.ﬁ.qﬁ:?auflnﬁlgp end?qt" el A .':-:ﬁd{ﬁqhtaﬁimtmemupd'emt of Louis Napoleon. -
republic.” This was_ the Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood, ~_And the first commander of its military section. the Irish
otherwise known as the Fenian Mcvement, after the fabled BEREINitAn Army:  was Generul . Cluseret. -later- to be
G“EL?%“?F‘“‘!%H?‘EC“"‘W'; dfrom exile i Paric wihore he | Commander-in-Chief of the Federals in the Paris Commune. *
e y James Step m'r;:l;m %) '_:'-“_]EEIIF:_III'P&I_'_ISW ere ; - From the beginning the movement was closely bound up with
d gone {nﬂwng _the 184¢ rising, Jﬁhn 0 _!_'qlahﬂ.l_lﬂ}'. an E%‘h%«lﬂ&!l population in America. Indeed, it was following a trip
‘O’Donovan Rossa, the new organization turned to the labourers, 11'*?5@'?&!&?]'5":& by the Gaelic scholar John O'Mahoney to seek out

peasants and small tradesmen, arguing _;Ii_'af;_ilt ;ﬁfsfl_s_iinpﬂssible 1o E{,iummfnr the Irish struggle, that Stephens was persuaded to

%;3 largest area of Fenian recruitment outside Ireland was
[}

win the Irishupper classes toitscause. Rt e ST SERTY
- Right at its inception it was linked with one of the most =
determined working-class struggles in Irish history -- the fight =
of the bakery workers for a 12-hour day and the abolition of |
night work. RIS L s
22 Karl Marx ‘Ireland’s Revenge’, March 16, 1855

TN ma]ar:us of America (though recruits: were also made
. - x 3 L S N

- “imarx to Engels, December 10, 1869.

larx to Engels, November 30, 1867. Al
N O'Leary'Recollectionsof Feniansand Fenianism .

s e
B e W D

'
- J..

» Karl Marx “Capital’. Yolume I Chapter XXV. = =
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among Irish soldiers in the British army).

n . H".'dll.'ﬂd ﬂut!n;tmﬂ hundl‘ﬂls ahd {hﬂ-m“ds of
lEﬂSHE_. P:mm u.dfsﬂdm who fnUB['I_T- m .II:H: Americap

L i so with the ulterior motive of building up an arm,

for :hi:-lihcmibn of Ireland. ‘Had the conflicts between Americy

ol SRR Y Jpeniangmﬂeth\!mnstﬁf, come g
-and “““‘i“l : ""'E'“d',, F,f-:m-_ ts that Ireland would, within a fey,
::'::hs. have become a part of the United States, or at least

2 inder ivs profection F35 8 TS RN £ )
| “‘Id;ﬁi the * ﬁl::ﬁla Settle) m133!Engels”suggE5}E. was the
price Britain paid to buy off American intervention in Ireland.
(During the American Civil War of 1861-1865, the' British
One of them, the *Alabama’, inflicted considerable damige on

 the north. After the war Britain paid $15,500,000 dollars in
= _ =Sl b PPt o Pt = .-_ﬁi}%i'“'f?"""'fhﬂf HalT

e R
s of experienced,
for home where

‘Fenian *Year of

SLET-

.

r_: Ll ..,-_. ﬂﬂl-tﬂ
tate or public
00° peop

ne British 'I'.._
aper “The | »
rs, including Step

M
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- __Ifs_t;ﬂl’hﬂﬂf €scape was effected with the aid of two of the
~ prison wa[ders. named Byrne and Breslin, who were both
~ sworn Femans_. They got him out of his cell in the middle of the
- nightand he climbed a rope ladder over the prison wall.)
ut the Fenians’ American connection was now to reveal
itself as a source of weakness as well as of strength, For one
e ﬁﬁi_ng_ulhere was a British agent right at the centre of the
.-:_ﬂme__'q_can Fenian movement. ‘Red Jim* MacDermot was selling
 every secret of the Fenian Brotherhood to the British Consul in -
& R Secondly, the American movement, on which Stephens was

P2 TR L s
1w

Ty R -
e R
1= _I - . - I}

SR

: mmgly ri:l:}'ing _fpr men, arms and money, was split — a
!ﬁ{i probably intensified by MacDermot — into the Senate
*

T Lis
iy
;
s h e

X

t 5,%,1 /, 0T *Party of Action’, and the O'Mahoney faction.
~ The former wanted to fight the British in Canada and the

5 E‘l&'ﬂ- Ireland. It-was this split that caused Stephens to
St ne the rising in Ireland, demanded by many Irish Fenians
~ int #l.i: ﬁd ady aftermath of his escape from Richmond.

‘While the Fenians’ leaders hesitated and squabbled, the
~ British moved in. Hundreds of suspects were rounded up, arms
- were seized and Bnitish army regiments thought to have been

ifected with Fenianism were replaced. | |

n -‘!E_h_,g::ﬁca,' in order to forestall the Party of Action’s plans to
ick Canada, O'Mahoney organized an abortive expedition
inst the British-held island of Campo Bello in the vain hope
ausing trouble between America and Britain.

the funds of the O’ Mahoney faction were dissipated and
Ireland itself.
, O'Mahoney could then hardly object to the Party

&l
i

e
._..
wHLER, -
eover,

el nr el

-~ of A _:__;;;p]ﬁjﬁ;'anﬂ this in turn led to further fiascos in 1866,
when 800 members of the Irish-American Brotherhood actuall

invaded Canada, and againin 1870. - -
Much has been made of the inefficiency of the Fenian
'#jﬁ ! t“ﬁgﬁlri-- . : "nl}f.".:x_isted- They - were ﬁ-eqm:u[l}'_
arrested ;ﬁ;;@ﬁﬁdﬁnﬁﬁm‘dmmems on their persons. On one
0Us occasion a Fenian emissary was sent to an address
which was to be marked by a piece of paper on.the doorstep. It-
, landed. on the jdm_rs_t:p_._pfd'ﬂ. supporter of the
R A ‘ ;-" kg e ﬂl’I'-ESEE ] TESS .._.’-.J R T :

T Sl

“regular soldiers in_Ireland and could ship.

P iy

i 'ﬁﬁuﬁhﬂdil’iﬂnr!heﬁ. were 14,000 armedand

in [reland. Thus, the Fenian leaders .~

w

-
i
. 15 T O it B
-.-\“_—l.. U G +.
- =1 |
T
- i
- - 5 3




el S

S et

e
Fite——w

=
e e T

et -
=

e

0 '*,- .':

ey

‘ Wﬁﬂnﬂm}f'mmtndm Manchester. =

e
e T AT

m 'ﬂq.Jt was-smppul by 30 Fenians. ﬁ*ihdt‘"m

i OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IRELAND

felt, with some justification, that SUCCEsS depended upon war or
without,

mﬁlhur?u ngmsted with America. And this, as Engels
ex Iamd was doomed to dlsappalntment *In America the
: : flirt with the Insh tlecmratc. promises but do not
keep them. They have no intention nl? gemnt mmlved in a war

fIreland.
be?hf;:u even interested i m I'ﬂwmg candmuns in Ireland that

e a massive Irish :muratmn to America. And it is
understandable that a land which in 20 years will be the most
populated, richest and most powertul in the world has no
special desire to rush headlong into adventures which could and
mﬂdhampentsannmmusmtﬂnﬂ:ﬁ?ﬂupmcnt*m :

Despite its shartcmmgs, the Fenian Hﬂvemtnl was one of

.-lh: most hH'ﬂIC ever to emerge in Ireland. In Fr.hmary. 1867,

they planned a mass raid on Chester Castle to seize its store of

- rifles. But the mmzer of the raid, C&pﬁiﬁ John McCafferty,

had confided in the arch Emr:"_and mfnrmer‘-’luhn Joseph
Gm)rdnn. So, as 2,000 Fenians mnvﬂaﬂ un‘Ch:ster their
leader was stranded in a railway siding while troop trains rushed

_into thecity toprevent theattack. -~~~
In Ireland, the anguished Fenians decidec could wait no
longer and on the night of ‘March 5, 1867, two years

Stephens” *Year of Action’, they rose in rebellion. !
worst snow storm for 50 years, and betrayed by
Corydon and Gordon Massey (alias yaﬁickcbndn-
uﬂlapsedmasmgle mght“ mth hardly a sﬁnﬂus b!hw he

' o i e

Slﬂ_:ui;mﬂr two Fcnmn Imdcrs nam:d Capmm T J. I-Eellr'

A week after their arrest, as }ll:r were Eémi:' g taken '“a"‘t"

ﬁﬁ%mm named Brett was kille
s inside the an, and he was killed by the b
his death was ¢ sarlv '!_I"J t

.' |.=_.‘ wWiL's

........
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A we.:g hanged despite the fact that it was clearly established that
| .ﬁ :thgaf:ésl Sh_m had been fired by a man named Rice who had
B - The: treatment of the *Manchester Martwrs® reflected the
L j_ 1 ,—bghg[ of British imperialism, continued to this day, that the

- Bn[ﬁh'ﬂan do as they like in Ireland, but the [rish mus:L not fight

'Sy ] i}

“back in England.
iif;ﬁ": ﬁg-Marx wrote on the Manchester trial: "The English h
[;:-:;; dw:ne nght to fight the Irish on their native soil, butgever;l:fs::

m’;;ag against the British government in Engl

i trealedasancrutlaw 29 SR e
[ mands for an amnesty for the Manchester Mart

X yrs swept
and and Ireland. 30,000 people turned up at an amne:}r
2eting in Limerick, 200,000 at a rally in Dublin and similar
1 tmgg ‘were held throughout the North. The International
ggi_ng Men’s ﬂssucmunn General Council called for an
amnesty.
-Bg‘l:l‘.hc Brltlsh government refused all appeals, and the cry of
Mauyr& from the dock — "God Save Ireland’ — became the
tle cry of generations of Irish nationalists.

: "=_|_rn~ n&ﬁnfrqm Clerkenwell jail. A barrel of gunpowder was
acec ~against the outer wall of the prison and the resulting
sion shattered the surrounding district killing seven
ent Londoners and wounding over a hundred.

_ndf:mned this incident. He wrote to Engels' “This last
,}Uf ‘the Fenians is very stupid .. . it is not to be

o

L] x
||'-|. - ¥ Hl—-_l

"1- h “*Ecmamsmwas driven undergrnund but continued
q:gamzatmn engage:d in termnst actvities,

T PR e T
FARS Ty Ly

‘"."-‘ﬂr i”g& ora ygdm!‘wrredspfechan Ire!and tEﬁ
0 “m‘ﬂ ber 14, 1867 e s

1 De cember 1867, Fenians tried to rescue a number of Irish
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CHAPTER FOUR

‘Give us but ten

thousand men with

rifles up to date!’
(Fenian Song)

"_I,I".";:‘""""’]]""‘J )

T ""!rj ; ..l ik ~ o S Y 3 _ The Catholic Church in Ireland, England and America waged a
.___Jj'_ﬁ,:,.__;-;;-l R i ; = SETE P : persistent war against the Fenian Brotherhood. Indeed no one

N il o kP San TR TR cursed the Fenians more consistently than Cardinal Cullen.

= The London “Times™ of December 3, 1867, commented: It is

- gratifying to record the consistent firmness with which our

Catholic clergymen at least have denounced all sympathy with

Fenianism.’

John BE‘-"L‘-E_‘.I’,, a member of the Fenians® ‘military council’,
wrote that the movement was ‘denounced from almost every

altar in Ireland’, while John O’ Leary, editor of the *Irish People’
said that clerical ‘felon-setting’ (ie, the clergy informing on
suspected Fenians) was very common.

A certain Father Cooke declared that it was a mortal sin to
read the ‘Irish People’, and Cardinal Vaughan forbade the
religious commemoration of the Manchester Martyrs.

Mot to be outdone, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago stated that
it was ‘a violation of the laws of the Catholic Church to
entertain the idea of freeing Ireland by force of arms’. And
when the Fenian leader Charles J. Kickham, a Catholic, died in |
Mullinahone in 1882, the local Catholic church was closed and
no priests would attend the burial.

The Fenians were forced to resist this onslaught and waged
something of a battle against clerical intervention. O’Leary

~ wrote that the movement was engaged in ‘a steady war against
priests in politics’. s T
T ckha?n{:'- though himself a practising _Cathgl}c, mmstcd.mlj
_the people were submissive to the clergy in politics there WoU L
be no Fenian Brotherhood. Ireland would be allowed to peris
without 2 hand being raised to help her.’
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The Fenian M&tr:mem was alwars O.fﬁf-'lﬂ“}" nﬂnssectanan
though it never attracted ‘much - support among  Ulster

ihe. Irtsh,_ People' th
: Pmtt.-stttnts. 0 S at
nine-tenths of ﬂl% ts in the previous hundred
~years had been Prot

m}SﬁF\'ﬂﬂJ ttnl_v,r ttumt lly. The claim

- t:hthttlt:tsm _ natigna X “'ﬁm’ -iisaLd'”- ‘too
:ttenur false to an save. '_ clerical mind or
R ecally, _tesltmts fear of
wﬁ i q f ﬂqslﬁmm rank
nonsense’. o .:-’ T B
e " as ;, t q(gathultc nor

and. ﬂstants serve

Bl ]
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fnum‘l solidly arrayed behind their
,atmn the inevitable goal of the Irish HEE?IFII‘.I]:: et A voUno
“ It was possible, by arrangement, to joi
2 :pl-pmﬂ'lllﬂl‘l without actually taking the F.Jen:;n ﬂtlt;thFe“rll":tg
~ enabled Catholic Fenians to take confession, since the question
~ asked there was not "Are you a member of the Fenian
’i @Iﬂﬂmﬂt'““ " but "Did you take the Fenian oath”'
~ And the oath itself, as well as its revolutiona
.ﬂflt ‘religious overtones as well. Recruits sl:trttrr:?hn: n][n I:ﬁg
presence of Almighty God, I will do my utmost
‘%- . . to make Ireland an independent democratic republic
{“ ‘ﬁ imalt ﬂ-[mgs not contrary to the laws of God".
|_;_:}.. e Thﬁfe is also evidence that, although the Fenian movement
' won an unprecedented response from the working masses, its
s -mgﬂeaders were drawn from petty-bourgeois elements.

Det'u}r s memoirs, discussing new recruits, refers to
l-in-dﬂ shopkeepers, a wealthy mill-owner, a foreman,
tor *;Eli:ictttr wealthy pig-dealer, linen manufacturer, head
ﬁﬁ"- optician, dry goods merchant, shopkeeper, farmer,
om ent busmessmen commercial travellers’ etc etc. 3

i it!hr:: national Ieaders. Stephens was a civil engineer,
Lt:ar}r lived on a private income derived from house
:I'tpperar}'* and Charles J. Kickham came from a very
-do fa nily.
bay kground mﬂuent:t‘,t:l their = social pmgramme.
[:nmse]f although nominally a member of the

Wurlung Men's Association, wrote that ‘the

.chﬂt:ltsh theories of continental socialists did not by

ﬁﬁtt phtt and parcel of my programme “u

s’ “‘communism’ was well known to his associates,
" rem little concern. Thus Devoy wrote (Stephens)

E;hﬂtwnralt _enrolled member of the Communist
| he were, he never tried to convert the Fenians to
m a ~'htst chief lieutenants, 0} Laeartf, LllbL!tIr and'

. € _Lmnsart'atwﬁmen.. o
der Marx referred to Stepttent as thts mt:tttt t.’n:tuhtt‘ttl
-{451':':5'=i-t~r¢-.‘-'“ S RS

. 'was cqntemplunus ttf and httstile tt:'r't'he-

“wrote of ‘such mtttttr t§sut:s as Ttm_ttnts :

r -
'."t-t-""" r\- ‘ ] s
— =

(&7 l,_frf&'fl ﬂ@ﬂ‘ N “ 3 __-:_-=:_I H
Rfmi‘mmﬂmfres ST - =

P fhhd:\'l,"t. P LS "_;.. e
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¢ Boycotters of ‘wanting to get as much

irlandlords’. ¥
as they could out ofthcurlnnhnged WolfelTons!s tamots dictum

ifically chal
tlm‘:“?f ;snp:ﬁicﬁrﬁrgpcny won't join us, then we‘must fall back
upon that highly respectable class of the community, _lh: men of

no property . plied: ‘When the aﬁpeal is made only'to the lower

paESiuns anrdc one is called upon to endanger the lives and

properties of other people you will certainly have many "'men of
no property’” ... oOn your side but no one could S'I'.:.'HI‘CI‘.‘l? even
laughingly  call them ‘that. respectable portion of the
community ™.’ ot I e

The peasant Ribbonmen, said O’ Leary, were “intractable and
ignorant’, acting from ‘comparatively low: motives®. 'l could
wish in the interests of morality,” he continued, ‘that the
Catholic clergy took oftener to the denunciation of Ribbonmen
and the Ribbon oath.’ R S R R T
- O'Leary, more than any other Fenian leader, cared nothing
for the land question. *English rule remaining,” he wrote, 'I saw
little chance of the satisfactory settlement of the land
question . . . we were always strong for all things spiritual as
opposed to things merely material, for setting the soul above the
~.And just how little O'Leary envisaged that Ireland’s social
structure would be-shaken by the removal of English rule may
be gauged from his statement: *Let England cease to govern
Ireland and then 1 shall swear to be true to Ireland and the

- Queen and King of Ireland, even though that Queen or King

should also happen to be Queen or King of England.”
O’Leary was, of course, on the right wing of the Fenian
movement and he was also a landlord. However, he occupied a
key position. Devoy describes -him as *one of the three most
prominent men in Fenianism in Ireland after James Stephens. *
fglil there is no evidence that he met any determ ined opposition
Irom the other two — Kickham and Luby — nor from Stephens

: him.f:lf, despite his so-called culijmuﬁis_t-leaninﬂs;g.?;fﬁ-,-'=f= 2L

O'Leary was not challenged because the other Fenian leaders

~ shared his view that the Bots B et :
oo ccions g ey s, o0 AL 0 e

As Emil Strauss writes: *To the Fﬁmﬂwﬁ’r}q el
hﬂst'lil . - o 1 o, ._'-"_.______ "'--*':E" | ,_,--__35 :}qug!!?l!smand

3 Jmn L = - : - S = __; - '. -_-J ] 'n"-.l'::: o h-"-.:...-;-: a _r:,.-.l k ;lr‘: ;—_-n’ ¥ :: - .
' O'Leary, ‘Recollect ions of Fenians and Eenianism".

‘%JohnDevoyopcit, . i e and s
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social interests they regarded as secondary matters which were
unimportant except in so far as they affected the main issue, the
atl““df of - the individual or the group in the unti-Enélish
st | R
*They did not know and probably would not have cared to
understand that this attitude was in the last resort determined
by social interestp _and reflexes, and their inability to grasp this
 intricate but decisive connection enveloped the Fenians in an
" ideological fog which most of them found impenetrable. s
: Michael. Davitt expressed the same point more sharply:
: *Fenianism  gave Irish landlords a decade of almost
~ uninterrupted peace; from [858 to 1870 there were 15,000
* families evicted.
- Since the Fenian Movement was the first to gain mass support
- among the Irish poor, how did it fare among the working class in

" England?

e Th.: Fenian declaration of the Irish Republic in 1867, made a
~ direct appeal to English workers: *Republicans of the entire

- world,’ it concluded, ‘our cause is your cause . . . Let your

~ heartsbe with us. -

- *As for you, workmen of England, it is not only your hearts

T g

' we wish, but your arms. Remember the starvation and
| degradation brought to your firesides by the oppression of
s ::{_-;!gbi’:_pp,:-llenremher the past, look well to the future, and avenge

. yourselves by giving liberty to your children in the coming

-'-g-;;_’;*ﬁw.__fur'hmnan freedom. Herewith we proclaim the Irish
~.~;".Eﬁ§§}lt;~'dﬁpite these fine-sounding words, the Fenians in
practice made little attempt to win the English workers to their
ide. There were, of course, real difficulties in the way of doing
his, As Marx wrote in 1870: :
. ‘Every .industrial and commercial centre in England
OW possesses a working class divided into two hostile camps,
glish proletarians and Irish proletarians. The ordinary English
orker hates the Irish worker as a competitor who lowers his
ndard of life. In relation to the Irish worker he feels himself 2
mber of the ruling nation and so turns himselfintoa tool of the
0C l--iaﬁ“capi[alis[s__ of his country against Ireland, thus
igthening their domination over himself.
herishes religious, social and national

g

Irish worker. His attitude towards him is ‘
imil Strauss. ‘Irish Nationalism and British Democracy -

!

chael Davitt, ‘The Fall of Feudalism in Ireland’.

prejudices against
much the same as



'OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IRELAN), |

ﬁpTHﬂust MEN WITH RIFLES UP TO DATE 49
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| - whites" to the *‘niggers”" in the former slyye eﬁﬂ ' Wth century the London Irish, in collaboration wit
; ' : :t:':f of the m The ]nghman pays him back with interes; ; in | En reformers Hunt and Cobbett, formed an assnmalmr:: tf]::i
( ~ his own ‘He sees in’ the El‘E'“'" worker at once thr: il ﬂﬂd poljtlcal liberty which was one of the forerunners of
I- ' accomplice and thestupld tool of the English rule in Ireland, ﬁ‘;-ﬂ Owen’s Grand National Consolidated Union. :
i “This mmnsm is Eﬂlﬁﬂ&"}' kept alive and intensified by = *"T e hl#;gﬁl upsurge of support for the Irish cause in England :
.r | the Press, the pulpit, the comic papers, in short, by all ihe ~-_.;:: “'?'r'é’ ﬁ‘ﬂl | ;hﬁ trial of the Manchester Martyrs. The labour paper,
means at the dls;nusnl of the ruling classes. This antagonism js =~ *Th e E erhwe which had connections with the London Trades
/ the secret of the impotence ¢ oflhe‘Enghsh working class, despite = -'1 : _!:Ieclared on October 19, 1867: ‘There is no doubt of
its oupmzﬂtmn It is th:a:secret by which the eapuallst class = thing, that the gross injustice inflicted on Ireland for $0
y Y Ears by the British government and legislature, has

ns its power. And that class is fully aware of it.".3

T:h “earlier, Engels had described the effect 'of the

immigration of hundreds of thousands of *puveny-stncken
. Irishmen into the English industrial cities:

o Mm ‘of crowding many persons ?im'.n*a singlf: room,

msﬂhtus\*heei@dueﬂy-ﬂmplanted by the Irish

T Wmn. And since the poor devil must have one

~ enjoyment, and society has shut him out of ‘all others, he

~ betakes himself to the drinking Oﬁpmﬁ"lnnnk’ is the only thing

- which makes thc*hmlé"llﬁ%"nh having, so he revels in

 drink to the point oﬁhe*most be”stisil'drunkenness SRCESE

™

has to struggle
ih[é ina cwthzed
‘than any other.
E’Wages of English
I' anﬁ funhtr in ﬂcry
i r‘&!‘ e
0 ﬂfﬂﬂlmty ‘which
- "fh" ;-._., T’Hg rlnsh In
e trade unions or the
f*“;;;.  the term in
€SS 'df ( Dn‘lbﬂl

&
= S
e

ed a deep—mnted hatred of English rule in the hearts of all
3]‘][[]:“ -and that the perpetrators and abettors of this
~Ins|1 pﬂ[lcy are now reaping the fruits of this bad

Late) i ’&:.tfever Marx proposed that the General Council of
tmna! should cut off all connections with the
%‘:rhat paper, he said, suppressed the Council's

tions e distnrtt:d its reports and did not even mention that

" vamihad not said a wurd against Gladstone's Liberal

il L g

ent over its 1870 Coercion Bill which suspended all
tiona g;nrantaesmlreland s

Asﬁﬂclatmn were also active in the Reform
“:';1 was:‘ campaigning for an extensmn of voting
to the u,,p class.. .
Dctobe na’?ﬂﬁ? ‘a meeting of the Reform League
AL -ﬁf':ﬁ tu dlscuss a letter which its President, the
is radical dmnnd ‘Beales [y’ﬂ anmher lawyer'l had
at ”'4'1 Ih - Fenians.
A lcaders GEurge ‘Odger of the Shucmakﬁrs
ft (both members of the General Council of
al) opposed publication ﬂf fh-.. Iener and
ort of e Irish movement. - e
:».:“:-'th ?tmsa}r ‘] have sought in mrery w
nif smtiun’uf the Enghsh wnrkers in support of.

] . e "
L .-I-I:s-fr it oy e "“x

-~ { el

nerd .-aE‘mmﬂP*MeﬂmE AP"”'& LS’J"IJ s
o at%crzﬂlsﬁ ;f_'-‘-";"" 3 ' : -

_ﬁ] - ',- :
TR Al Ty e

[ T PRER R



50 5 ;.[ | Refo League {dl'utncil i;n Dﬂﬂber w B
meetings 9% ©  Qdger an ucraft, on .‘
m‘;"l.'.;h:mhﬂl -"“ﬂw me been brought to bear hnl,:“
: Eﬁmm":;]s,e o thgu' former position and “'ﬂimefj
| '&ﬁtéﬂ?ilt&tm mﬁund#sl;srt:;ldmﬂ against the  opporyp;
3 J" ? ing to the Liberals. Thus, When l

E\FE Qf thﬂ Iﬂﬁfﬂ ElE{‘:llﬂns Lo EEpdrth

§ o AR

, of cnm-se, only in order to get iny,
: a?m hat,r an electoral cry at the next
‘he based on hnusehnld suffrage .
Ll __,a.,-i."lr

~ such as Odger and Po

| hclpcd o organize, was
: de; _|_L' I - ?amnest}r fur Irish political
n'J for*ﬁ“{ﬂ land".

e ok ih Ccnlml Committee of the
’Whlch Marx moved a
Iris amll for release of the

d concluded:

“th -i";' ternalmnal Working
[ ' i nuf th&spnnteﬂ firm

" IH.'
f’fl'f;”f‘

o
r'l:

] tu ali branches of,

*%kl!: lnt:rnaunnal

America.’ 43

r.f‘“ L d Park meeting,
stration of English

L R L
ne resolutli
L FAERE AN

OPPRESSION AND REVOLT IN IRE] AN
-

estate*m Ireland, Marx wrote; *y,.
na'tre here just now. It has been exploiteg |

the |
lter S
.‘5%[' ﬂhu want to get into the neyy |
ﬂiﬁ se:,Jr'nr attachmg themselves 1o |

 d :mnnstratmn which the | the

51

told a meeting of the General Counci]
nnal that this demonstration proved that ‘at leas
: tﬁﬂ Engllsh working class had lost their
.'3_'_ H'I'h‘-},} L

3 e fﬂllﬂh’lng month the people
lit cal prisoner O'Donovan Ros
rlia i;u and Marx commented *T
- ::‘.i.E . £ '

ﬁ; il.rnrked ceaselessly on behalf of the

of the

ta part
prejudice against the

of Tipperary elected the
sa as their member of
hree cheers for O’ Donovan

_ Fenian prisone
. mematlﬂﬂﬂl of February 27, 1870 and also in t[:::: Helgi;

ap r 5y Egallté he exposed the conditions of [rish

_Fm British jails—at least 20 of whom had died or gone
: .i’esult of their brutal treatment.
g the cases he quoted was that of Mulcahy, sub-editor
rish People’, who was harnessed 1o a cart loaded with
h a metal band round his neck at Dartmoor and also
fartin Carey, who was incarcerated in a lunatic asylum
wen 1' insane himself. .

Ergeuc fight in defence of the t'tmans was one

a I_I.

he natmnal antagonism between English and Irish
ﬁm; England has hitherto been one of the main
i‘s m the way of every attempted movement for the
the working class, and therefore one of the
ss domination in England as well as in Ireland.
i h: International in Ireland and the formation of
; m’*England threalened to put an end to this state

. Ij:g!;and agamst the brutalities uf the British
u;nmd in Britain. In 1887, for example, both the
Federatmn and the Socialist League held

" Hyde Park against the *Crimes bill" which
%Fmal by jury in Ireland. One of the main
rX 5 sﬂaughter, Eleanor Marx-Aveling.
' oni ndi tinna] dcfence l}f tht Femans agamst
s i"iaﬁwﬁﬂi_nfemug; Dﬂtﬂber!ﬁ&nd
* n.. Iﬂﬁﬂw s

rl

.

ok

_______
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_ the
2 3 he pmn[ed out thh

" in ordﬂ 10 strengthen p,
q_,; lnsh movement, by he
is.. ¢ d&._; nut - mean Ihdl the

.' ﬁ?;gﬂf mnﬁn:ent Lnndnn tr
ikl *ﬂ"" i
_:. ! E;FEH' _g,u 3 letter: *Ag |

ght. The beasl‘.hness of the |

_ _Eﬁ.ﬂf this sect are |
cannot in any Wa}r

|t|E:‘s ',v-hlc:h oceur in

necis sesmnn of the ﬂenr.ral Council of the International
'ﬁ? ]gnual'].l" I, 1870, passed a resolution moved by Marx,

is the fﬂﬂ::ss of Europeal landlordi
s , then the only point at which a strong hluwsg:mml::
-rf uﬂ'icial Ensland is Ireland.
_ all, Ireland is the fortress of Engllsh landlordism. If it
d ‘then it will mevuably fall in England also. In-
tion is a hundred times easier because the
e is concentrated there exclusively around
T u .« y’. this struggle is also a national one and the
eland nremure r:vnlumnary and embittered than in
;, ordism in Ireland is only supported by the
Thémment an end is put to the compulsory
_u countries, a sucml revolution will break out

: ﬂlﬁ;Engllsh workers

;lunm apart. On the
. :Llhe English

!'.['le m'}]]r excuse of th: English Government for
g standing army, which in case of need they
nghsh workers . . . A people whlch enslaves
e 5|lsmmcha:m. £

the viewpoint of !h: International Working
on the Irish question is very clear. Its first
ing of the social revolution in England. For this

o “rﬁilstb: slruck in lreland e s

: am du‘i In my
platform the
: '_nl}- possible
_:“_..-1 ;5 pal't ﬂ‘f [h'ﬂ

-------
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Starving families in Galway break into a potato store.
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Robert Emmett. He campaigned for a d mocratic republic.

ani!{“'
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obald Wolfe Tone. He fought against religious S€



: 'himaell frightened of the people’.

Daniel 0'Connen
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he Pelition of the Nation for their release containing 250,000 names was hii:.ttih:
at

Her humbls pétition was spurmed with contempt. For months the X
*mmmmmmmwhmx-
djmﬁll heart of the country sent up to Heaven the cry of Ireland
they are not. And once the prayer of Ireland meets onl
and the threats and scoffs of the English Press. And
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Li‘uhmua- You stand before the world as

y and Ireland commil a sacred canse—a sublime hk
part you are now aboul mﬂ:':y

1869 shall be an epoch in Irish H -

-

: pamie of humanity and ol
fhe position e

prove yoursel ual tothe
I]le ‘:Ij.:: MOST FITTIN(G persoa Lo

'O’Donovan Rossa's election address.
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tor, but he held back the masses. [

-An eloquent ora

Charles Stewart Parnell
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| GHAPTER FIVE

ion Tory principles,
||'e|'al'|d must be kept.’

k-

while the Fenians sought to win independence by violent
" means, and Marx and Engels worked to gain support for the
" H-;. [rish ?mr:ung the _Engliﬁh Wm‘kf:]_'r.. 1!1& ‘nfﬁm:ul' Home Rule
i organization continued — for a time in the guise of the Home
' Rule League, led by a Protestant lawyer, Isaac Butt. :
: Butt has been accurately described as “a scrupulous
respecter of the forms and dignity of the House of Commons
(whose) appeals to English opinions were tactful and
restrained’, while his organization was ‘a moderate and
inoffensive body aiming at a moderate and inoffensive measure
of self-government for Ireland’. &
¢ Butt was elected "Home Rule” MP for Limerick in 1871, but
. such ‘'moderate” and “inoffensive’ people could force nothing
- from the English government.
~ This was more than amply demonstrated by Gladstone s
*  much-vaunted Land Act passed the year before Butt arrived at
Westminster.

All this did was to rule that any landlord who evicted a tenant
for any other reason than non-payment of rent, had to pay for
any improvements the tenant had made to the property.

L This, of course, still left the landlord free to evict a tenant for
. any reason at all. :
- Andif he did pay compensation, there was ubsﬂh_.ltEl}‘ nnllh!nz
* 10 prevent a landlord getting his money back by simply raising
- the rent for the new tenant or — as many of them did — by
'_'&#m‘““‘diﬁﬂ of the new tenant a lump sum in cash equivalent to
. '®Compensation to be paid and then inc-easing the rent.

B SES. L. Lyons ‘The Fallof Parnell’.

s

"[dllﬂl DI'H_'L '“ nder

d
urged: te 167

of the Land League. He and other modera

‘measures, but how far would a desperate peasantry 90
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‘lhu,s one tenanl’s compensation Was, in practice, paid by

: ; .:anuthr.r.-- B ft rds the lead
o mﬂandshﬂm? afterwa adership
A died in pa.sstd into the hands of Charles

~ Stewart Pamell. hel
1““;, unhefenmns-andt ¢ Irish masse
~ Pumel M‘mz;stm :‘%dﬁlmgs with both the Gladstone
b uwsnudﬂttmlm Tories
i By Pucli VRS control ont
Mﬁﬂf Eﬂﬂlpkﬁin' WWHhﬂ\'ﬂ' Iheg' Lﬂ'ﬂd Leagug
bungus.mml nal president. This League was formed in
Ip tenants I'ESISI Iﬂﬂkﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂl‘lﬂ and tﬂ ﬁghl for tenant

Iy uf thr. Insh in th: House nf

fqr nl' thls u:gpmz__atmm ~~W'|'II¢|'I he was
- 5 -'_:-*..' e

f1 K"ﬁ’g mm.::m:m or else'
ut ... nﬁnnc:and for

L..wu--
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acre ' ing boy cott of people taking over land fro
I. - i m E.l‘r
'i'ﬂ Jﬁnd f'nally the Phoenix Park assassinations (in “';',IE_E‘I:

o ﬁg of State for Ireland, Lord Cavendish, was killed*)
§ nmes ‘Act—the lmpﬂsnmn of what amounted 1o

al
qi:n:iun Hl" of 1881 saw the English “Mother of
1 "t its best. The Speaker pushed it through b
"s"[hg Irish. members from speaking—in llII‘EL‘F
antion of the most hallowed traditions of the House
'fhg’y- objected, he simply suspended them until 1hé
ssed. So much for Liberalism.
n o's Bill was one of the harshest pieces of legislation
t 'I’Btl‘ﬂtenlur}’ What it did was to outlaw any form
tion to landlordism, whether it was resistance 1o
'_t.hlmldmg of rents or boycotting. It granted the
.-; trary arrest and imprisonment without trial. It
> ‘lh‘ﬁdlurds throughout the length and breadth of

'.:-" e

harles Stewan Parnell who prevented a walk-out

- Sy W

: ﬁ_l'lvaE Rule MPs over this Act!

Iﬁ-.d ‘the Liberal Party to give a half-hearted
0 | the demands of the Irish peasants, and the
beral alliance was consummated.” 8 |

s of the Land League had, indeed, forced some
ﬂﬁe rents by as much as 50 per cent and its
> 1 "ta]' ahnlmun of rent was building up.

3 a new tactic—the boycott. _
.Whl!'rname to history' in this way was
Boycott, a lund agent managing the Lough
i ﬁﬁtﬂ"nf the’ Earl of Arne. ‘Boycott sent
lice to deliver eviction notices to tenants on the
1 ts“&mlssanes beatenoff.

an sﬂl Jtﬂuycntt s servants ‘and farm
perﬁ bl‘“'tksmlths even laundressas
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= |ill|| Tmip
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e ,F 'h*-"'ri'.'
saic “’ti‘i'ti'é*’t"he work ﬂfa brmkﬂ“?m{';:
Invincibles'. SO "' ey £

nnolly points out: "The rising tide of revolt in-
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November 11, 50 Orange volunteers, |eg
gmved at Luugh Mask,
of the 76th regiment, 4(x)

i - Ilh 3(0 troops of the 19th Hussars ang
) MO N ﬂth!mscwm corps. -

G ‘all left, having saved Boycott's crop —
‘:mmb_hﬁmimed cnsl of £3, ﬂﬂﬂ Within al:;"eu.
gt o : Erulaﬁd

ﬂﬁmﬁg which forced Gladstone to introduce
TERERE LY Land Act in 1881. The Act claimed to give fixity of
second Lanc the tenant paid his rent, and the right of free
mlﬂﬁlalnd mprm‘ﬂnents to his holdings. It
mtﬂﬁmm of *fair rent’ from the landlord to a
courthisshade apdaning -

: mwmuum I:glslnlmn it has often
o be It ng to undermine the landlord's

_tenant was able to withstand all the
mquﬂm lnndcnurt he 51:'nply found

| hi ma"d““
e 53'#@.4 llsllsiu; ;ndu !'lﬂ:j

b

T on het_,ween I.mdlurds
ahnhsh the relation
; m:_n; [m |]IS own
h will not affect the
asi sﬁeat victory.

er, Triots spread
"“‘*F*'I ﬂmt:agems of
th: . #uhmon was

i
o

Y '#mr:l“js' [RELAND MUST BE KEPT 59
.-: “:__Bad hm.vests in _th: late 1870s were co
» agricultural imports into Britain from Amer;
. * 1882 there were over 200,000 recorded ¢
i usp “over 7,000 families evicted and 6,000

mPﬂundEd by
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sy ulary*. and 50 soldiers — all armed to the teeth— and a
},I'-;j.-.._" agistrate who appears to go about with the Riot Act
cruwn of his hat ready for an emergency.
el ant and his friends looked on with the appearance of
he tretl am:l would have murdered any one of us if they
‘rhl k)
1= qlrcumstances Parnell was invaluable to the British
.’"rll was, indeed Gladstone himself who intervened
\ ,m persuade Parnell not to resign the leadership of the
s when the latter offered to do so because of his
he Phoenix Park assassinations.
s epared to support not ﬂnly Gladstone, but the
;. He supported the minority Conservative
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QE“Lm'd Salisbury which lasted for seven months
Ectmn of 1885. .
~ his dependence on the Irish vote,
st his personal desires—could not renew the
A ev:rtheless, as an Engllsh landowner, -his
Jéaﬂr with his own class in Ireland and he was,
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-.ﬂg of Ireland. These were, and are,
dards, Tcr both Gladstone and the
I1LI|JJ-?|'i ile megm no more than a domesti
executiy e for limited internal affairs onl
'.J eme y of the British parliament.

An | 53; parliament was to have no say on external matlers --

rcludin 13]15 question of war and peace, or any other matter
ffe iJI' mgn affalrs It wuuld not even control Irish customs

Jjobs, land and living
Irish leader Parnell,

¢ Irish legislature and
Y and subject 1o the

¢r==m be two separate voling “orders’ in Ireland --
o ‘.!' ically designed to represent the Loyalist minority
| high er prnptrty qualifi caunns =- and each could veto
S| rﬂpaéa s. :
. ;LJ}J' bers would be excluded from the British
t, but Ireland would contribute one- -fifteenth of the
K ‘ gdom's imperial expenditure.
art ell declared that such a Bill would be “a final
ent &f the [nshqueﬂmn
to ne s ° :nmrersmn to even this limited measure caused
tion in the Liberal ranks and fury among the Tories.
-.15_.--: - *whn throughout her 60 inglorious years
( wnced that anyone not born into the Tory Party
. denounced the leeml Ieadcr as “a wild
ey
.Jf' ‘course, fully shared the Queen's recorded
as “uncivilized, unwashed and superstitious’. ¢
t nﬁs |I sentiments, it was obvious to Gladstone
‘the Parnellite vote by promising Home
' struck between these two political
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trnductd in 1886, hut defeated because 91
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- SiuReSHe u under the slogan ‘Home Rule i R
A ‘i‘s_ pr g }fw with Sulnshurr S speech in which

cial scale of political maturity with the Eng|;
£ mtms hotimn.:und the Irish two- th'mf‘ﬁ"‘th

Pitﬂ h}' ,'3[] \fn'll:s and i in the General Eleciig
m“ﬂhlﬂm“ fnn:es won a majority of IIEl1
‘"'ml ot only by the Irish nationaliss but by
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n a ser!,es nf articles enti
ed a letter - subseque:nlﬁ:
M:ll with the Phoenix Py
'P.":'E poem by Swinburne.
this denuun:ed the Irish
"51 hands yet red with

= -.r-! L ".-

-.!.ﬂ IhE British ruling
Shea, whose wife Was

hr. dwun’:e COurts,

{} Shea was 3

ll& d a notorious

: .-__ Q!Jq‘agedﬂmuraht}r during
lpl " un‘:ﬁ!];,,._unul his own

unpuralleled
tn Randolph
q.psmn Churchill’s
i tyfi’pr her friendly

.

) "*'l" I-T.l".;\-.l."

les, lhe Earl of
\ F‘ because he spent
| J:'E I:IHISIHE blind
| e of Wales.
: served a dlscrﬂl

B nﬁh‘*" the dogs had

|. 1blis b"ITL] “e‘ l‘lﬂ!lﬂl'lﬂd o
' _::*.;;'T her lm]

_______

JRINCIPLES. IRELAND MUST BE K g 7y
T P 63
- wing religious bigot called Justin MucC;
_I'I'rh‘l[l[*. 'gﬂ.;l he died within a year at the age Efl.;r:hy
The ret ‘interest in the Home Rule debate of 1886, how
: ”__ {ir ﬂﬁ fate of the Bill itself -- which never hu . uhu
assed -- nor even in the destruction of Purnell. gt
st 5|gn|f'cﬂnt aspect of the affuir s that th
HE"E]ijeslmn of Home Rule proved that for the fﬂ tish
ativ é Party, the Constitutional inviolability of |. ':llrih
_Hﬁly%ﬁcred when it protected them ; plo [
1" n!ﬂccepl Home Rule, Randol h
shou u"t hesuate,' if other clrcumsmrl:ce?::;: ;!‘:‘S;;:'iﬁd
,,,~ i lsier even o resistance beyond mnsmun-:mjl

ever,

T ll"tl-J ;:

r devEIﬂpmem of this Orange-To
s:g_xn_mmdlmn As has already bgeen h;i“il‘h.:::::r
anent, historical attachment between the Irish
i ’fﬁhsr class and England. When it had suited their
% d]eg had fought for an Irish republic. And they
".i- i lll Ed the Act of Unlﬂﬂ
hen the ﬂmnge Order was founded in 1793 it wy
ation of ‘wealthy Protestants at all. It w.u
ganization of the poor, concerned to protect
- _!ﬂ'ﬂi& big landlords hesitated for some time
_._;'Iake it over, and they were pushed into this
uf Wolfe Tone's “United Irﬁhm:n and the
lzatmn "The Defenders™.

t.anl am‘.l magistrate, Thmnus Knox of

;_xv.e Iuve a rather dm‘icull card to
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a certain degree uphold them, for with all
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rties, should critical times occur.”
“Sﬂnumtﬂkc. the mlhtar}' commander
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Irish. Upon that animosity depends

t down, or were they coalesced with
f istter wuu!d be as. had as ﬁmnm

jﬂhntms ‘of the north. Were the

e

N T T
1 R

(I LTy FLR R

o



&

64
OPPRESS (N AND Ry

It was.this which transf e

was. this W ormed the ¥
ﬁhﬂé‘ln OMgINs into a government dgﬂngmgge Order g,

s henflmh forces in Ireland, General Lay I?ﬂ? th headus

of the Orange Order and reviewed S him Ellnaf

landed gentry and y

e gentry gmremmcm agents dsmduuu:,];dg:tih“if hlh

- And mur:h lalﬂ .Iames Cﬂn %

opposingside:

Pm‘:':l:laﬁlgiglrleln of these men of the rank and file

o m!:rt:j o NOwW an integral part of the Insl-n':‘trf e
and well-being are now as vital to thelj:dmr

dlsg

Labour movement g

- destiny compelled their forefathers to make war. If , iom o

to r:fq 1o the question of religion, it is not in ar;?;hf?:ﬁ

divisions

m:y o Iainn.g lhﬂ:ls: I:;IES may be perpetuated, but rather tha it

dﬂelpp-:newn 4 L despite diversity of origin, the historical
Lo l.l'eland has hrﬂught the same social slavery 1o

o

T the
umwﬂf :'ft\'ﬂrkm I? lhEI..r_rehgmn have been or be what
3"-!]2;#“9 P'm'GE am:l Tories developed throughout
% l‘l:asnn ‘than to preserve this "social
' H ; “‘?.PF,FS Ll= Down’ typified their
‘ﬁ:-'uf' T T
Lathe Il:.neasamr,}'. but the term came to
=I'S, as well as peasants,)
]ﬂp&hng class had encouraged
ause their poverty forced them
e pt land tenancies on terms
he nreuver, their presence
; tqﬁrurkers and peasants

iy 'ﬂ-a-
f tanL bosses liked a

10 "':a,- mlﬂh:s was the
d of | - 9th century ﬂ.l‘ldl
: "'”r"'ﬁl' onists when they
a e "ﬁ”" ' Erew — and % ﬂ‘;;sm.s Belfast,
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il leges and pawcr was bound intrinsically to the union
-r - du— Lt o)
iance was necessary for both sides because Ulster hus
sal'e for unionism as the Tories like to make out
e, in the election which followed the defeat of
: F‘E'Hume Rule Bill, Ulster returned 16 MPs in favour
RUIE compared with 17 against. At the time of
sbellion (discussed later) there were 17 Ulster Home
4Ps and 16 Unionists.
'ﬁlhﬂl*umted the Tories and the Ulster Protestants was
1#:-4_ ’;m the Crown, nor even anti-Catholicism, but that
jod of all capitalists — white, black, green or orange —
"'&:rb-'.;; e
r the;[‘rutesl:ant Defence Association was formed in 1867
sembly which included 50 peers, 20 “honourables’, 46
nd knights, 36 MPs and 360 JPs, a declaration was
e effect that “the Protestants of Ireland, from their
on, wealth, intelligence and Iﬂr}fait}' [note the -:ererf]

1T .

] m“prn:cctmn of their interests.”
iey continued: “All legislation affecting their property,

-'mllgmn [again, note the order!] should be dealt with
te country, but as an integral part of the United

-dm,g member uf this Association — Edward

}_‘-* was declaring that "if England, in a moment of
N, _ﬂiﬂcrmmed to estab]:sh Home Rule . . .
'- ‘i'aﬁuld take up arms.’
'. d that the Tories relied on the Orangemen
ch confidence. As Lord Randolph Churchil
eci hat if the GOM [Gladstone]
Bula, the Orange card would be the one to play.
ﬂ’ may lum out the Ace nf Tn.lmps ‘and. not the
3 B Iﬁst E‘hurchlll d:clan:d IhHl if Hume Rule
; hose of position and
heir lot with you,

claimed thtu :f lt did cum_e_ oa

E[L lhemselvl:s kd

da.fphfhurch:ﬂ p. 59‘.
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w I mu Bnuﬂi army officers would com
side. It to that in 1886, but ey

i e " €nts Snm 5 hEIr
=N g.let .,..Mg: _~_lp:m.ﬂm their boast may not Have : e 5 ye
T ONEROR R T i €en an jg,

M the Tories m Britain, once
del wmtm the offensive to assist their
e ¥ — known as “Artful Arthur'
..Ml?m tu',hls clm In;ends — wa
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me Over ¢

Home Rul

e
Ulster class all Eas
to hlE ﬁ'lEndg d

]]ﬁ WES the Prime Mi
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Nister's
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ori tal umcs h: had a deep, abiding
h po '~-"-.~_r ett _tﬁpm,hlmtuﬂallshury reads:
DET ‘ i i.ﬂh.lph - =l

g golf and ¢ mparatwe repuse . « the
'F" 7 tt _.pollr:c in the face of a mob
dl%ﬂ.lh{tdﬁﬂ into two parties,
S . . . (for) dispersing the
*.aThe ‘others, if they are

tﬁ}&.adahould not do so by
ton men armed with an

—:?‘f :gu:, but they should either

'.!- 1||.

e'ﬂpalt wull evictions:
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ssible 1r‘*m~1*_¢ thr.a Iegal fiction

A =

; .: |r|rlﬁ viin

'-|l| *Iui

ik 41 H_&s‘ ms LAND MUST BE KEPT 67
L tl L f

;f uﬂ: issued a memorandum:
,' f '?r furce:'. present on these occasions are not to be
s L‘.[ here simply to overawe the crowd: they are there
.'L.t-. t the police. The military forces should therefore
Jsed W j}. ) thesnatmn.
The great waste of time ' which constantly occurs in
onduc _1fﬁ iheselsmges is due to the fact that while the besieged
de pr:paratmn for resistance, the sheriff and the
made no preparations for attack . . . This is not
and therefore each divisional magistrate must be
k ith such apparatus as may enable him to overcome
stance.'’s
ste to his unr:!e Balfuur made it clear that the
\din mmd included battering rams and the means
m s house.
as his word. His first act was to intensify
: "the ‘Criminal Law (Amendment) Act which
Junsdnctmn. special courts and the
r4 ftqatnal L - s
u qnant of Ireland was given special powers to
- Immnd District’ which meant that he
prasecutc newspapers, and — under a
‘*’— name any Organization or group of
Bepilad under the Act.
| done in the name of the rule of law.
&ced by the very same Balfour who,
mE‘ Rule Bill was being discussed
,,U;[s*;e: Lnyahsts in Belfast. His
dll'ftré‘n hom~h|smtssage tn_t.hc
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w y dnctrines of Fﬂsﬁ'“
lh: ‘Orangemen. “The-
i he tyranny of Kingsand
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be even greater than the
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The Tories® coercion measures in Ireland following the defeat
of Gladstone's 1886 Home Rule Bill were accompanied by
~ meagre reforms in the shape of the Land Acts of 1887 and 1891.
b But thesg did nothing to improve the lot of the Irish peasants.
¢ When the 1892 General Election took place, the Catholic
¢+ Church continued its attack on the Irish nationalists, again
. making its chief target Parnell, although the man was already
*  In a sermon preached at Roundwood, Co Wicklow, for
“example, the priest declared: ‘Parnellism is a simple love of
adultery and all those who profess Parnellism profess to love
and admire adultery. They are an adulterous set, their leaders
) fi dre open and avowed adulterers. Beware of these F“_amcllites
“p iy i when they enter your house, you that have wives and
! daughters, for they will do all they can to commil these
adulteries, for their cause is not patriotism—it is adultery. And
they back Parnellism because it gratifies their adultery. 7
~ But even as such priests wiped the froth from their mouths,
the people were voting against the Tories. Gladstone wa:
returned to office, but again dependent on the _Insh_ MPs.
Another Home Rule Bill was introduced, almost Jdent_lcai ?n
. that of 1886, except that 80 Irish members were 10 be retained al

" Westminster |

; . I i i =ringly pointed
' tive leader, Balfour, sneenng

o T e immeasurably below the

= oul, it would have placed Ireland e
. Smallest self-governing colony in this empire .
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T Reported in the ‘Irish Daily Independent’, June 20, 1892 and

" quoted in Kee op. cit. p- 413-
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ﬁelﬂ "'mns
m‘n . Seéem to us likely 1 be the
| ‘ﬁ"‘l ﬁﬁm“‘toldthemm*““'

tell us, if they like, that this is treq
s
 men who have such stakes as we have at i issue t; [lImI::I_:? not for
 the cost. We are prepared to take the consequences dn: abou
- struggle ﬁ‘tﬂnll nnt.be‘nl_nn: because we have all the b:, the
wmu&‘ﬁ i;;* ;sr'—.r §. 9 st
v 12 ﬂt
ms%ptemhu@ ,.at a mass’ rally in Belfas;, Carson

Illum It+ RS ﬁm C‘“"'f-'“ﬂllt to be signed py

h‘,l-. 1!!,
| ,‘h',‘.’ ,.' d.. “:., _ ,L We& that Home Rule woylg
- bedisastrous to the -maf ial well-be ing of Ulster as wel a5 the
,:‘- :nfmu* cwil and religious freedom,

citizenshi i ,_:l ilous to the unity of the

nes aj lmderwnllan men of Ulster,

aCiou Hq';es ng rge the Fnﬂh

whom -fat hers in days of stress
..“ _pledge ourselves in
t ﬁqf tl}reatem'.'d calamity to
rourselves and our children
‘- Eze‘ilshlp in the United
. may be found necessary

10 -h_:p_:a Hom: Rule

:'.

q-. _
[ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂl upon us,
“'::'-‘ 1"’:5 to refuse to
" 'wm defend

':guEF'[Hsjmsu NATION . 7

ngll- ‘The Bill itselE—like the two previous Home Rule
wly weighted in favour of the Orangemen. The
]Egls ature in Westminster remained supreme and in
th gg was to be an Upper House whose members would
_,_ a glcj,ﬁ'nm England and a Lower House in which Ulster
i b :B]l nver-represemed An additional provision
la ed that hnth ‘houses should sit and vote mgether if there

J;Iﬁ between the two

B -.J '_.'. aney
.H [k s

~ On! ‘jg,zwlgl the leeral MF W. G. Agar-Robartes called
A ’F.-., 2 X( hﬂm Df Down, Derry, Antrim and Armagh from
Jome Rule; When this'was moved as an amendment a month
1 Earsun and Bonar Law voted for it.
lines of the future betrayal of Ireland were already being
-;"! n January I, 1913, Carson—supported by Bonar
ed the ﬂxclus:un of all nine counties of Ulster from
ule. And according to one biographer of Asquith, secret
out-exclusion of Ulster took place between 'tsqmth and
; '_ dl.lrmgS-E:ptﬂml:lﬂr that year.ss.
(- 'ng-*pressure was put upon the Irish- parhamenlm]r-
oh hn Redmond who began by asserting that he. could
SSer Etu the‘muulatmn nf the Irish nation’ % and ended

.fpr-,m-'rws.
:was parm:ularly suscepuhle to parlmmemar:,r

une commentator putsit, Redmond was *a man of

cmtactsanh the.political grass roots at home
ed 10 h15 enjoyment. of the paﬂmmentary club. &7
m D"‘ 51‘11 tance ‘of the principle of partition was
ya € }"RL not just of nationalist aspirations, but of the
ng class. [t opened the door for that class to be spllb
3 lnt;gltheeemplnyers and the impenahsts. e
nes | nnnliyhadpomteduut 5
hope es of ing the workers, Il‘l‘ﬁspc::nye ufreigmn or
nlqacnuﬁfmll be shattered, and through north
Lssuiﬁ&giﬂnme Rule will be used to cover. the

"1”- capi ndlprd classes.,,Lam not
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labour movement in Ireland whep, I
Say w

much rather see the Home Rule Bill d

. ef

mg U:;l;ﬂqrany part of Ulster left uu:ﬁﬂed than see i

stan:;'i Irish paﬂmmentagy leaders were utter)y :
ing up to the determined Orangemen. | Y INcapap)e of

Carson set up the Ulster Volunteer Force, a Euﬁanuary 1913

men aqm;pe:m with éaﬂe_s- brought in i‘mm Eynﬂ]f, 100,000

mmnﬂﬂiﬂ an English officer Lieulenant-[}g and. |y

George Richardson, KCB, hero of the Afghan an €neral i,

€ wouylg
‘ Carrieg

who in 1900 had led the stormin - d Indi
HE g andlooting of Pekino 2T,
And Richardson was not the only one. C::]:Eﬁ' :

bluffing when he claimed to have * 3
Somelthe 1ave ‘pledges and promises fro..
s f the grestest generls in the a1y who han ghe o
L Whenl l:g:e comes, if it is necessary, the =K
-In November II:'EI'IH;r ptheold flag flying."® e
oLt m-my nff; Bonar Law visited Dublin and open
R T Ee;‘ls not to uhcy_un_lers if instructed tﬂ
Enfnme“‘ e T s Bill. wamg compared Asquith to James
g e El on: “In order to carry out his despotic
RS “Ewmm largest army which had ever been
mEnglmda muh happened? 'I:herc was no civil war,
There sk ion  and the King disappeared. Why”
m_ln s mm_l'g;}:r:fusedtp fight for him. % .
s e mm ﬂ&ﬁmzed the British League for the
?ulummturst Uﬁnrlsm riy nion, which raised money, arms and
o S > Ulster  Volunteer Force. Prominent
- £30,0 ,an : schild, '
mmhutBeﬁmdﬂﬂé.£l;m,.ﬁch'. __c | =

British arm rs of officers resigned their commissions in the

with Ol':ﬁccr:whup mlﬁfﬁ' . But they retained close links
going to fight ﬂm)‘ﬁ__-'ﬂh'!‘d-hﬂdrﬂhﬂ. presumably, were
Major-Ge N), mainly through the agency of on¢

Oflllllm ot !El;r:mﬂﬂng‘mu_ EFnllenyan was Director
actually was a right-wing r ritish War Office. That is, if there

it down."In fact he 1 g rebellion in Ulster, it was his job to put
Plans to Carson - 25560 €very detail of the British Cabinet's

Bt the Rt B e Sab fSoine
~ But the conviction that the Britich ffeer et <k |
e British officer caste should never
% Quoted in * | I

I:l- . = ;.-_'- ‘.' nge T
‘Liam de Paor’ op. cit., p.63.
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ordered to move against the Orangemen went even hi

- be o Wilson. In SeE!e[ﬂher Gf:nrge V asked the Prime Mi::ff-
il it be wise, will n’be_ fqlr to the sovereign as head of 1hé
: armys 10 subject the discipline, and indeed the loyalty of his

B stosucha strain?’ ?!

. When the Cabinet finally began half-hearted troop
&  moyements in Ulster {_agamsrl UVF arms supplies),* it informed
alll army officers _resldent in Ulster that they could, if they
o wish ed, simp[y:dlSaEpEar' during the operation. If they cared
~ toreturn after it was all over, their absence would not count
 again ¢ them in their future careers! This message was
. conveyed personally on March 20, 1914, by Lieutenant-General
ke Sir Arthur Paget, [‘;u_mmander-in—Chiaf of British troops in

. Ireland. The concession, he said, came straight from the

.~ Secretary of State for War:
~Itdid:not cover officers whose homes were not in Ireland, but

.t ~was such an unprecedented concession that it simply
. encouraged every right-wing officer.

el i;'?l_ﬁ:_‘:media; y Brigadier-General Hubert Gough, commander
B ofk the 3rd Cavalry Brigade at the Curragh, Co Kildare, told
~ Paget he could not bear arms against the Unionists. That same
~ day 57 other officers in his command said they would not serve
~ either. This was the infamous * Curragh Mutiny".

F}}ﬁm only was no action taken agamst the Curragh mutineers,
bﬁ the army operation was cancelled, and each one of the 58
' officers received a written undertaking that they would not be

ﬁiﬂstf upon to act against any opposition to Home Rule. s
_..'.'i_h ‘-"'..".': L

i ":Ttlls i!."lf:ident revealed how the very top circles of the British
~ rulingclass collaborated with Carson. The decision to move two
- batalions of infantry against UVF rn_ihtzar:,fLsul;:q:lvl:,,r depots in
~ Ulster was taken at a meeting of a special _
- March 18, 1914, Present at the nd'leeu:g ‘;?:dswfjﬁ::n fpench
ater to win undying glory for sen ing hundreds of thou
- HI " RAETY at the battle of Ypres In World War L.
Id Sir Henry Wilson, who hastened to
rd Alfred Milner, on¢ of the most
rominent supporters of the Ulster Volunteer Foree, and to
arson himself. The latter knew everything that had mkgn pl.ar.:i._:
y the same evening. (See Liam de Paor. pp- 76-77:)
é’ ﬂp‘-. citl‘.p.ﬂﬁr.. £ _
‘Liam de Paor. op. €it. p.78.

men to a useless death
] W gl A

French immediately to
pass the news on to Lo
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ord neither, but were forced off the land anyway,
0 themty slums.
. edical Press’ commented on the Irish infant
' y ' rate as follows: ‘According to the latest returns, the
rate iiDubIm was 27. 6hp;}r. thc-u;:nd —Mthe highest in any
L The next highest being Moscow, 26.3 per
1'.'“_’ ';_; "ﬂt in thﬂ presence Df plague and cholera, the rate
s C i'-.ﬁ;;f Qe,rl 000,93 :
was only lysls of infant mortality rates (for 1905) showed
a sdmsmns m Dublin: prnfessmnal classes 0.9 per
ic Ie class 2.7 per 1,000; artisans and small
4.8 per thousand; unskilled workers 27.7 per 1,000.
dcath rate of children in Dublin was closely
" housing conditions. A government mqmr)r in
1be ! 3 revealed that 5,322 tenement houses in the city
10dz ‘ad 25,822 families and a total of 87,305 people.
llu'.-s d only one room each. : i
ﬂril‘r $lﬁlﬂf revealed that Dublin Corporation did not
nary laws in the tenements. This was
/ ﬁ‘ ” mg since 13 members of the: Corporation had
n; nv:lal mtmsts in tenement property!
es” of February, 1914 quoted the government
1 De sntal Committee of Inquiry into the ngsmg
" thc Duhhn Working Classes and commente
epol nds that the Corporation has grossly 3'“’5“1
nanag Iti cmstmg powers. It has utterly failed to
‘authority under the Act of 1890. It has
ncrshjp not merely by connivance, but by
“The Report finds that three members of tlhf-
“ jéﬁr.l't!rﬂ'l.vn:'rl o Rétll:f and Cqmgan and Cmmcll or
returned in evidence as owning, Of '-"‘“1'5
. ]g and 18 tenement houses respectively.
T e ed as “third-rate property
eof t pfupem' is classified as inte rested
o . e ﬂf the Corpomtmn ﬂwn ﬂl‘ are
|
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::du'isllg]:ﬂ. I:E;’l:-‘:r l: Dublin H?E:agi‘d"' ]In 1910 the Wag _ "' geclare the injurﬂddm be '.-.;ﬁll‘and hearty, a h;:nsr,r of
- B 3 inj 7 ; s upon their success in confusing

hours long. nd the average “’ﬂrkmgr “Eii fo ri:,: v II'[I_lll)'ﬁ whose practice depends Upo

- jawy© " workers when endeavouring, amid unfamiliar

Conditions in Belfast : Was g - ponest tell the truth about the mangling or killing of
his official report for IQEF;EDiIIgh!I}.’ better, by, not R s'i_l'—ﬁ'“““dmgﬁ',z and finally, a hostile judge, treating every
Health for Belfast. wrote: aillie, the Medica G";'fd_':h. In ~ their Wﬂ:‘;’:fjus't compensation as if they were known anc}

: R ' 1 ~ gpplicant U7 ; int idea of id

Premature births were foy cer of applic criminals, and you have 2 faint idea of one side o

y i
St Prevaleng am - habl

DS g fand death] in the North pl‘ Irelanc!*'w .
nd factories enp: : n ~ind }p__'lal I'IE[' working class was being organized—and in the
aslhc following — Spinning, weaving, migﬁ?;ln such wnrﬁ : ;;;gut;}h;[iﬁgpposumn from their nationalist leaders.
SFF:E“.E and laundry work. Maﬂ}l’ of the wnn& Tﬂba::.:u_ = =16 *?hﬂ‘l’ﬂ already shown how Daniel O C-FII'II'IE” had opposed
: to _ utl;tﬂy_ unfit for such work owing to :In_lﬁn appear ‘H:ry reform and the fnnnatinn_nf trade unions. .
:nﬂimnft nourishment and suitable clothing, and hEiig ‘:}?“t of & --Lfﬁ.-dcha' Hles Stewart Parnell, also, 1s on rgcﬂts f-l??ltng: ‘?:::13'1] ;
tress of circums St rou RO e dlordism of Labour. 1 wou
confinement . . .-‘.[-“““7“ t?ﬂmpelleq 10 Work up to the date'gu}; trade unionism but.a-lan

te. if 1 were at the head of a government, such bodies as
The doctor’s report continues: *As n

. - P has to be done for the protection of the
: In previ Yot - trade unions. Whatever f the
found lhat consumption (TB) was m“ﬁfprei?ié?ﬁé rlllg ,,.; 1?2 ~ working classes in a state should be the duty o
"n“,:“,..:;;"i:'“ﬂ!a{gl: t:‘n thq_ui}favﬂﬁrahle conditions under which [ Sﬂ;‘f“;zﬂ; Redmond and his Irish Parliamentary Party
-=Soily COmpeEls them to live — such as dark., ill-ventilated Al Ery : t to form separate
houses . Va i e b N as » Hl-ventilate E . d the Irish working class not _
'm}hf:ﬁim"mew .'Bc]mﬁs'_.!f :scribes the type of work and conditions of E moyement..

A Irish labour electoral association was formed in Dbl i

":"'-'ﬁqﬁﬂi'q"'tandmj"i'n 1899 there were significant labour SUCCESSES

-,:.'j?::;i_,:lf,,,_,.ip;;. by g Ty W rford and C&Etlfhﬂn six labour men

~ Limernick, Dundalk, Waterio 1 won one-fifth

~ were elected to the Belfast corporation and labour

~ ofthe seats in Dublin. :

g ulﬁhefnre the year was oul, an;?lly W;:]_ df]:l:uf',::;fk:::

AT g - ives in his pa

- Dublin_labour. represenatives. i s
~ Republic: into the Munici
~x] J&Enlhe entry of the Labour F'dl‘tli'u:le in the interesl of

ar o [EWTWETE compelled to endure: "In the last

A ::sk:: Dﬁﬂgmbcr, 4 Woman was observed embroidering small

~ and for seupr COVCrS, there were 308 dots on each cushion

-~ penny. Smm :bYr hand she received the sum of oné

have difficulry ; that for a day’s work of that kind she would

case. Quite F:En'““f].flgﬁfﬁﬂxﬂ_&l;ﬁﬁ,;'_hlﬂr'lfs this an exceptional

which were 'mqlh?“!'fl[ﬁpﬂct_uf ‘was shown handkerchiefs

Were Counted and it war s i), 2 design in dots, These A%y
dotsfmﬂnt penny .Wﬁ’fﬂﬂ&ﬂmt the worker had to sew
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v e %=rd=':aenniﬂe.d- to stand together in fighting the
' "gmirt‘v 101

nand aarners joined the dockers and even the Royal
-ﬁﬁulgr:.r mutinied (they were suppressed by
B s ﬁf troops brought over from England). Though the
T e d not win a complete victory, they did prove that
i B qurﬂlestarlts could stand together and resist all the
\ttempts to divide them.
_"j!hu active in Dublin. By September 1907, he had
me:n in the Dublin branch of the National Union of
s. By July, 1908, he had recruited 2,700. The
sters responded with a lock-out and then signed
wlth the English headquarters of the union
nsultation with Larkin.
![dur.d ‘to organize. By November he had 800
£ *umﬂn in Cork where dockers had not had a
1‘[! ye.ars After a quick strike, substantial
no th caners in Larkin’s union in Dublin went on
. uﬁf:d pnhce patrolled the streets. ‘Larkin brought
' ‘to join the carters and told his union’s
n tﬁat‘ tl'lc whole unskilled labour force in Ireland
ganized. The’ response of the umion’s general
?Sexmn was 1o suspcnd Larkin from his

-n-sa was to form the Irish Transport and
e 'EUmnn ‘The employers were not slow to

ers

Inf‘-igﬂ? a Federation of Employers was fo

‘cons iracy to de fl‘ﬂ
L by IQI 1 James Cunnolly

the umun *s Belfast
suctess in uml:mg

::,_ up‘?:harge of*
U Ifnll on hard times, but
from America and become
vere he' continued Larkin s
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R working class.”

} the summer of 1913, the

83

iNot the rack-renting
‘sjum-owning landlords

ISh

Irish Transport and General

‘Workers: Union had organized a majority of the unskilled

 Ireland.

@ organized the women workers in
" This movement was vehcmen

at-the time of a strike in Wexford
. 'Some of the strike orators

i between the fight of the farmers
rénts and the strike of industnal

@ industrialists made the industry.’
In the same issue of *Sinn Fein

* 'Not the capitalist, but the p
Price of food until the pooOres

|-

Class' p. 191.

"
#

’ﬁEhl of the Irish people for the land was 1
' reconquest of a soil that had been 1
" confiscated. The landlord did not ma

103 Quoted in P. Berresford Ellis.

i‘.irnrkers in Dublin and trade unionism was growing throughout

~ An Irish Women Workers® Union had been founded in 1911
sand it rapidly recruited 1,000 members. James Connolly had
t founded an Irish Textile Workers" Union in Belfast and had

the linen industry.
tly opposed by the nationalist

|ﬁiﬂﬂﬂr‘51_ln particular, Arthur Griffith, speaking officially for
L Sinn Fein, openly defended Irish capitalists against the Irish
* workers. Writing in the Party's official newspaper,

he declared;

have tried to draw a parallel
for security of tenure and fair
workers for higher Wages. The
he fight of a nation for
heirs and had been
ke the soil — the

103 |
* Griffith went for Larkin:
re workless fathers,

_ m'The consequences of Larkinism ha o
- Mourning mot Cory children and broken hOMES-
| : SR ety Larkin has raised the

olicy of : f
¢ in Dublin are 1n a state O

History of the Irish Working
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deliberately worked in order to drive them
employers’ terms.

Larkin condemned the British lead .
‘Neilhq a soul to be saved nor a body to Efk i?:ieds ?:iped"“‘ With
over their heads to the British workers: * “appeqieq

“Tell your leaders now and everyday . . .
for trade unionism, that they are not there as‘?[::]izir:lu.sg Sand
foicomings o the capafist sysem,tat ey vty

m i , .
oty ployers to defeat aqy sec:.fun of workers striving 1g

But at a special TUC Congress, Larkin was shoy

= = L X t d !
and a resolution calling on Bniush trade unions to Elagl-?";:ll
[h:bli'n traffic and to organize a members® levy to support the
Dublin workers was defeat

: ed by 2,280,000 to 203,000.
While actually in attendance at this =

WV -

hiif.'k on tht

_ special conference, on
Depembﬁ 9, 1913, the leaders of the National Union of

had in their pockets the arrangements for re-startin

. z E

:Drk n; al]l]u: London and North-Western Railways boat at the
orth of Dublin. The Irish delegation to the conference read

of the line being re-opened while they were travelling back to

No vote was taken of the men on stri i
ordered back to the men on strike. They were simply

work by their officials and told their strike pay
Wwould be stopped if they did not return. -

Next, the Seamen’s and Firemon® : : i
Dublin and Bﬂml S and Firemen's Union ordered its men |

which were hei mm““ ships of the Head Line company,
me‘;: being ‘ﬁmﬂﬁdb}f scabs supplied by the Shipping
ion member fused, they were told by their leaders tha
lﬁ"ﬂumﬂ“ﬁ“’ﬂ“‘ﬁl b‘ sent from Britain to take their place.
companies whose [acr " Were advised to sign on for shipping
Goods declpeeg Lo vorkers were on strike.
members of the BnT:ﬁ*hy : 'bl!bli;i-wurlipn were loaded by
by the National Union of Seapman U107 ©f Dockers and carrict
he Dublin men were savagely and cvnen 1e
On February 1. 1914 11 86 4nd cynically betrayed.
members back ;;. 1914, the Irish Builders Uiiﬁii 'iérlt its 3,000
obeyi mamf’-‘.b_r@kins off from the lT&;G\_’vl'_U*
neve nds of their employers, accepting a ruling
£ Come out n sympaihy surikes, and agrecing 10 wor

Kin. op. cit. pp. 145-147.
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115 ibid 1: 25['?-_

.|'lf":_ o

G SLUM-OWNING LANDLORDS 93
: faiat en men who had scabbed throughout
_unionists and even
non-uni

! lock-out: . ‘We Irish workers must go down into Hell,
b ‘J}e _ﬂ“.ﬁg;;u:: the lash of the slave v::lril:f:r‘:I let n;::j h:ar[ts h;
 pow our : is h: . eat the dust of defeat an
L R B L - o
g - .'*;ﬁcll'ﬂifal- 4. 1914, Larkin left Ireland t'nr‘ America,
gEEn ,,.?n;,_-:Ef;?giL“L& funds for the Irish Transport Union. He did
\ _eﬂﬁl il

9
O irn for almost nine years. . -
: %uelum fﬂ‘:ﬁl“&?tht Irish Revolution was Lo burn again, long

Eal
. * ‘
b Ii
BL . '
.. L-.

b

i_;'; _-;.'; ?ﬁ;{fp‘f‘l:lmﬂ sell-out of the 1913 Dublin struggle by the British

~trade unior -ch working class was not completely
~{rade union leaders, the Irish working ¢

~ defeated. : fficers’ Curragh Mutiny led to
| dangers revealed by the oili : il
%“"“Thc :\?gglin of a National Labour DEI‘I‘IQHSII‘HHQI; :]r‘; :’;g;
;hgi;%"‘ which declared that if Carson could a;:m: is:s :: e oot
" Lhd if British officers were refusing mﬁ%ﬂ;ﬁ;insl ks
"~ class. the British privates should refuse to Il 1 econstituted the
f;"e:?»_*:“#‘ﬁﬁemxiﬁamﬁ? 1914. Larkin and Connolly had ¥ mbers after the
" |rish Citizen Army, which had lost many {¢

~ Dublin defeat.

s, i

I - AN
L L) n AL < . ature of this army.
: -;:__jﬁgtdﬁnﬁuy-cmphaslzfei tl;q ﬁlisgrlgiéuzlﬂﬁﬂ e phenﬂmcnm:
S ?ﬂ;ﬂtﬁfanﬁerm the workers of l:zlf:fnt:::hiﬂrs E_[ an army
h.;;-.._l_':-_.::t;! IE. T R R e L & eir mﬂﬂtﬂrsm ne : : Nﬂwi
';jﬁ;::.::l}ﬁb.g _aml_es 'lnd by t:l‘ ‘nenired by men of their own cl::;se S Gw
ﬁ@-'.-ﬁmﬂfp;;d['nmn:: an hlan:gs er
- with arms in their ; .
?ﬂg;__:_?n urse, 1o carve their own t‘uthu;; E:dnwn heir arms. |:;D o
~ ;:‘_?%k"ﬁf Home Rule will make:l 4 for the Irish. But »
~ And again: *We are out for Irelan
 {he Irish? Not the rack-renting. S <h working
Sweating, profit-grinding Caplmr:lsal these but the Irish WO
[ = Wil 1 3 . ' 54-
" Upon whom the future depen
i iﬁﬁ.- Jig - teae - unable (o t :
"~ The Irish Citizen Army. enormous lenst
~ Carson's forces had done, W' 1€
: S LR i Sy ne
"ﬁﬁﬂ".‘*.discrwﬁncx; Hete L
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*Jim [Larkin] had sent me an
was 1o call for six guns and ship
in a small tombstone business,
packed the guns carefully in the

business cards showing a tombston i
labelled the crate **Tombstone, with ::reE‘n o them, ‘:::d
_‘In the bottom of the crate was laid a sl'ab
thick. This crate was handled at the Dublin d
Jim’s union. e
But it was not as clear-cut as all that Wh
constitution laid down that

of stone one j
€ Inch
Ocks hy the men of

ile the army’
: : Y S new
» Where possible, its soldiers shu::;:j

be members of a trade union recognized b ‘

f a tra ‘ _ . by the | :
also proclaimed its intention to “sink all dil’l’eren::: ::::Fnl:l
cmed:‘mlvd property under the common name of the Irish

1% |
And it al
nationhood

The army’s sn:t:relary was lllc playwrnight Sean O Casey, who
wrote: “The delivery of Ireland is not in the Labour Manyi;‘esm,
good and salutary as it may be, but in the strength, beauty,
nuhi}lty and imagination of the Gaelic ideal."

_ O'Casey also insisted: *“Woe unto us if we hand over our
ideals to e squared and shaped and glossed by those who
would write in our skies that socialism is Ireland's hope. 121
mﬂlm Was thus already a definite tendency to compromise
interests of the working class for those of Irish nationalism.
The outbreak of the Great War, however, sharpened up class

S0 clailnpd 1o 'sla_n-'d for the “absolute unity of Irish

:Iﬂﬁk an lln:ﬂlll]:lromlﬂng .!lﬂ_l__id against the
In the “International Socialist Review” in March 1915, b
. o niernational Socialist Review® in March 1915, he
:rl::ﬁ: The signal of war ought also to have been the signal for
war, u;l.:lr - - When the bugles sounded the first notes for actual
revolution.” should have been taken as the tocsin for social

corhe socialist proletariat of Europe iff all the belligeren!
M"«E?‘“-‘“ have refused to march against their brothers
war and all j n"hn“ﬂ:m' - - such refusal would have prevented the
—_L1s horrors even though it might have led to cjvil war-

19 Fred Bower. “Rol ling St : Save IV

-

R, M. Fox Hic I8 Stonemason’.p.218.
121 P, Bemes:;::rrf Ell'nry of the Irish Citizen Army ", p. 64.

2P lis. °A History of the Irish Working Class’, p-

faim
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i) - Hﬂ-;-ﬂl:-ﬂ“”‘-‘ sL
H;JTTHP- :
AR “ﬂ war would not, could not possibly have resulted in
guch @€ of socialist life as this international war has entailed,
gu_r.:_h ﬂ_lqs_:mia“s[ who fell in such a civil war would have fallen
~ and F?::’fh'at he was battling for the cause he had worked for in
 knowITE ‘and that there was no possibility of the bullet or
L ﬂﬂzﬂﬁal .];E'him'luw having been sent on its murderous way
- sh ledged "*life-long love of comrades™ in
Bty om he had pledg
o wﬁfet;l:l[;nalam}’ of labour. 122
. !!'Eﬁﬂ:wnlmsﬁ collected together as "A Socialist and War’
S I:llﬁdl ; dévelﬂl?ﬁd his thesis that the war presented I_hf{ Irish
-£op ’ﬁil’i"ci:ﬁ “with_its greatest opportunity. “The socialist of
= i -.EE country is a fellow patriot.’ hF qt:.'mle. ‘as the capitahst
Eﬁ%?‘;"" country is a natural ene_my. ' |
}'HH'E bitterly attacked the Nationalist Party parliamentary
" \eader John Redmond: “Mr John E. Redmond has just earned
e ¢ plaudits of all the bitterest enemies of Ireland and slanderers
the Irish race by declaring in the name of Ireland that the
B e TRl ' afely withdraw all its garrisons
fi .- Eyugh‘fan?;mmgnl can now saiely : s
" from Ireland, and that the Irish slaves will guarantee 10 pro

i

E

'[’Ea]l;"i;h"é-state of England until their masters come back to take

hat
|possession — a statement that announces to the world 1

i

i, P
. r

s

"-I[Q;#Iﬁrﬁiaf last accepted as permanent this status of a British

T

e

Ty er

- province. 124~ - e sl
Ewhé?m 11 Liebknecht in Germany announced his npp'ﬂ:?.:;
‘:“ 0 111_!; -;War::_' , Connolly supported him enthusiastically, W

: 138 3 aimin
| that “all socialists would endorse his act’1>s and proclaiming

R
oy

i R ~ountry
iy e - F |n='l]5 say our coun
 that “because some 20 highly-placed crim ond the seas or the
: 8S us to slaughter our brothers bey ent. and proceed
_. s, dre we bound to accept their statem f our enemies at
' toslaughter our comrades abroad at the dictate 0 -

._g g Y ; Ak - f

HT 1];*,_'_-_': el . f
He ed the words of Karl Liel_:knﬂfh[ s fathe
. R i r'ld has blll one en.:my—"the

. William

TR S . The Best 0f

Sted'in P. MacAonghusa and L. O Reighi A

: _‘.::]r .- > p' 166. ¢ ; :
A '_ic:inﬁ.w and War . P- 29.

|h;; ' _ F‘- 31,

. ;-"Ip:t.a?_ e

0id, pp. 38-39.
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Brigade to fight the Be-ge"“a“. 8overnmen, o

2rigade to nush. Still the ., .° quip

Insurrecion seemed no nearer B ar dragoeq’ a0 Iy

January 1916  3etWeen Noyenord On, o
M, , l_ Cﬂlll'lﬂ"f Intensified “EthEr'l ' Ay

revolution. Final N for

Thomas MacDonagh. o
Rt :h‘(mmtm:;::ﬁ‘l? seize key Positions jp Dublip, .

= %m teersin ﬂ\fmcﬁ_s were. to surround garnscmsin o
N 1m¢n!,w:an§ME: advanc_ing into S eLeh

=k
- . - ol i -

~was divided: Ity. But ¢
o o t te‘;'ﬁaqum\\'hen Connolly called for IR:
ey ot foisted above Liberty Hall “as over 4 fortress
A 10 Oy the arms of Irishmen’ he was severely
e ; T .wni;:_r__;____:: ___I_Hnggﬁthe IT&EGWU.
I A S e e G IR AT ' 1‘:51'5“5 and ammunition for the
warshae g scuttled after it was intercepted by 29 English

gents ‘in the American Irish

g L

o
=
- 3

police a

('S

(E bﬂﬂr" Monday) the General
S Il Street was occupied and Pearse read

“the Republic of Ireland, which named

| 7 N P Vol Reoublic and

Army. Connolly was fo be

indant-General of the Dublin
s e ek

w5 55y i in
ership betrayed. EO
e hgg the Dublin men

olly. defianly flew ("

i .".'.- -. .-

] I g

B slich messyges of Christian peace were

;_u_._iai

l_:

i8S

ined by the 0ld

M .|1"I:i11i"|,_,-1
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.+ in official recruitment leaflets by the British

i : :
.1_' __"j -4 horror at revolution cut across the boundaries of
H"*ri Hiiijm-eif-' Protestant and Catholic hierarchies alike

ylogical | eing.
L .___I'_‘!-l';'..l-l_:' f b ﬂs[ng' :

P man's Journal® of May 8, 1916, carried a
'gl;i‘il:l%rf:m Archbishop of Dublin which declared:
ot the time for amnesties and pardons, it is time for
ot swift and stern.” On the same page another

© for the Prince of Peace. the Catholic Bishop of
4 frishmen never again to be "drawn into an illegal
" ovil-minded men affected by - socialist and

' ines’ .13 ; :
dsfrt;ll:zc of Commons, Redmond joined with
cpressing his *horror and detestation at the ::ls_:gg.h
e general surrender ordered by Pearse.on April 29, the

gl ey : hatsoever
et nt berserk. There is no doubt w

AL IL.. 'Lflﬁit:;mmmﬂﬂd was out of the Eﬂﬂ.trn] of the

- =R - ['I'I"'I'EI'“.. : _ r f

fﬂm':::eﬁpie. were tried by Field General Comt

smplicity in the Easter Rising. S

" ’if';'e;-:-fﬁuths of 16 and eight of 17 years 1|;];f dg;'?

ants were aged 26 or younger. No fewer (hif

s were imposed. 137 2 3 =

: mmjmpns ‘Thomas MacDonagh and Thomas
Cuted.  Dlunkett, Edward Daly. Michacl
d William Pearse were executed

.

: as"ﬂeéuﬁdé}t _ Sean Huston and

.'1'!|

| ":'"'-'f"'l ]?, Prim. . E[Il&ttrt Ty drad Hﬂh- H.g[];ﬂ'ded

.! ;“E"Fi:?ﬂpo Fful Irish lobby in
ere was 4 POWEEEE
S s SR
4 ﬁ:ﬂ-j"l*t-.'.'. -" -.-"-
. FP- 257-267.
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James Connolly.
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cHAPTER EIGHT

connolly and Larkin
as Revolutionaries

Since 1916 many people have criticized the Easter Rising.
Connolly, they say, should not have gone ahead when he knew,
in his own words, that the odds were "a thousand to one
against’. And Pearse has often been written off as a rdmantic
petty-bourgeois dreamer.

Of course, criticism can be levelled at James Connolly.
Despite his enormous revolutionary fervour, he remained
philosophically an idealist. This showed above all in his

- opportunist attitude to the Catholic Church. He took Holy

Communion before his execution.

And in his writings on the Catholic Church he appealed to
Catholics who had been ‘repelled from socialisin by thie blatant
and rude atheism of some of its irresponsible advocates’.140

‘The Church does not put all her €ggs in one basket,. he
proclaimed, ‘and the man who imagines thal in the supreme
hour of the proletarian struggle for victory the C_hurch will
definitely line up with the forces of capitalism . . - simply does
not understand the first thing about the policy Eff the church . . .

The idea that "a designing priesthood (was) intent on mhl:rmgf
al'?d enslaving the credulous asses’ belonged ‘in the camp ©
the enemy (of socialism)’. 142 _

And C;rr:;nnily mncluf:ied that ‘it is a matler for cungratuls_lli?sr:
that Irish socialists are free of such excrescences on sociali

bel 1ef. 143

; - ism and Socialism’,
ok Ron (’:‘ﬂmﬁg{;{ S‘Lplembetr 1908.

29-32.

140 Review by Connolly of .
by Patrick J. Cooney, published in -~
Quoted in MacAonghusa and O’ Reagalf, PP
141 1bid.,
142 jbid ..
143 |bid.
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| ﬁﬂ*“‘“ anti-war stand of the German communist Karl
g mld in his leadership of the 1916 insurrection.

- italism had to murder such a man. His name,
i wlllﬂl“'aﬁ live in the memory of thg working class.

v lldil mgment of James Connolly that is made by
R [,urg Jis on the basis that he has to be recognized

h, he'is dnnc no 5erv|.ce by so-called friends who
: ﬁﬁ his - “weaknesses in order to further their own
 relations wuh backward elements in the Irish
e today.

h false “friend’ is Raynor Lysaght, who wrote in
_”,F iy ‘m..g magazine Df the International Marxist

elr
-'1I1I j | 1 kﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“}' “'35'
najc sclenhﬁc snclallst thinker [albeit with reservations
= 5 ' - ! '.'I.l.'l.'ﬂl] :
sense is an unprincipled evasion of Connolly's
R ii'lan Catholicism by latter-day revisionists who do
orl hundredth part of his revolutionary instinct, but
TW -rve an uncritical relationship with religious
1'|:=;,rmtu::un::nluavia*. inthe 1970s. .
Em God, and defence of the Catholic Church,
entmg him from being a revolutionary fighter,
prﬂenl “him_from bemg a ‘scientific socialist
tq the value of such writings as *Labour In lnsh
Re:onquered and his articles against the

o .L}'SElsht !ines ‘that Connolly “kept his rﬂllglﬂﬂ

T that

» and ‘was able to put forward theory

g e .. : Christians 10 sm:nuﬁc
portancy in leading R hly

.eriously Wrong,
tsn keep the Catholic ‘Irish workers
ynalist leaders and split
t:l]r in line with the

wnrker in the | ﬂ“"h
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here. were tactical and organizational errors.
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al question of materialism or idealism and of

on-Marxist conception of the relations between

st ;I‘.x.ﬁ .:.h‘ - ! . ti-Ma[xiSt. 1

e
i 7
i

- -ir__._ = -.';'H"' -

§
F,

;-% |

E

ik g

'y et ,

' .

L %
-.I':l:- 0
::-‘ - -

¥

_create a Bolshevik-Party and Lenin did. But
is. not because he was a better tactician or
~ause he devoted a lifetime to the struggle for
liem and the organizational concepts of the
. based on democratic centralism and the
v role of the working class.
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1s so often cut off from the adv
+ Ol dnced w
petty-bourgeois, liberal. ari i i TKETS by g,
Bt -t4l, anstocratic spirj; Of the 3t
But Larkin was hit bad]
vas h Y by the |
subsequent capitulation of the Secundg
outbreak of war. Late in 1914, disregard; A at
comrades in the Transport Union, he left ﬁ;ng € pleas )
llu;tl.]mtad o?mtﬁ, ostensibly to raise mnneyl;‘;rst?aﬂ:: Ing
can-ymmn mmh 3 ms:kmt_nqcessary for a leader of hisn :::n
‘ and, in fact, the ‘lectyre ouri e
stay of eight and a half years. o Brewinio
While in the S

ELHHD
catl oy
Britjsh, skiII:g

o ork in. May !‘S!IH. attended by 2,500

And he spoke to 5.000

November 1915 103,000 mourners at Joe Hill's funeral in

Haywood ﬂsh“‘?;m?in ‘Was associated with 'Big Bill’

the war he joined thcmm F"Ol'kcrs of the World, and after
e hn:l Party :ind worked closely with

eye-witness account of tho o C urned to America with his

'Fear of this m}mt of the Russian Revolution.

‘the right wing of t-;:mlﬂl;‘ﬂ Larkin being denounced both by

: s American labour movement and by the

1 movement in America.

1 hys mounted with a massive witch-hunt agains!

sense ﬂhd“"lﬂ;lhe .ﬁ-p-lirit':uf revolution.
.. the 'ﬁ&ﬂ“"*'-qﬂdhﬂmmm but of anger and
f against pre-war conditions. The
157.Sean L RrESRE R
8 For Lara's ot McGarity Papers' p.70,
Cross” p. 35 ¥ithReed sce Ray Ginger, The Bending

=

= s b
e Lenin, ‘On Britgin’, p. |

RKIN AS REVOLUTIONARIES 11

. oo order in its political, social and economic aspects
whole Ef:::d“hf the masses of the population from one end of
' lﬁ?mﬁnﬂﬂﬂff Fid o :
. .pecame an enthusiastic supportes of the Third
Larkin | of Lenin and Trotsky and worked in the Russian
. 'Inlﬁf'!?‘t".:-".'-ﬂ nition League. (This League organized a meeting
wtnewﬂslilm Garden in June 1918, to hear Norman
in Mﬁm recognition for the Soviet Union.)
| Mﬂ%.,cialist Party numbered 110,000 members by January
: Thebm the left wing was growing rapidly. By Jul?r the right
',qum suspended or expelled more than two-thirds of the
wing:t bership! The left then split itself, on the issue of
mymﬂ':‘n“fm a.Communist Party immediately or whether to
mm the Socialist Party, with Reed, Ben Gitlow and
[ arkin in the latter tendency. The outcome was the formation of
' (he American Labour Party (claiming 60,000 members) and the
" Communist  Labour Party, which Larkin joined (10,000

" That same year saw a giant strike wave in the United States,
;'lllthﬁesanmth the Seattle General Strike in February and

“ _culminated in huge coal and steel strikes in the autumn.

. Congress armed the Justice Department u-:ilh $500,000 “to
| secure the nation against anarchist bomb plots. 10

U P SRR Thint ol . - = ! [hE
A right-wing frenzy built up and the obvious target was
- Union of Russian :{Vﬂrkers. 200 members of which were

ﬂﬁtednn November 7. - ==
e e R I 5.
. - But the very next day, the target was the working clas were

.
e

EaAl o T : izations

. members of unions, socialist and radical organtza :

. Seized — including Larkin. Larkin, described in minﬂﬂﬁ?s
" York Times as “one of the most dangerous agitaiom ute on
‘criminal anarchyisi and held on the astronom
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When this was not enough, he wrore .. OLT Ikg,
past conflicts, statements were madf tt:g-élml”

made those statements, if today they Y me
united effort by all members Ppea

ﬂfthE . . I as Obgy. 4Vip
Larkin died on January 30, 194',5”1}" o acle mE
Wntng about another workers' leader who w
destroyed by Stalinism, Lenin declareq- WA Subsequen,
‘People who can give expression to this temper of y
who can rouse suclh _lemper, must be pri;_-e% trhfz Masseg
assistance must be given to them. At the same r angd mr,;
openly and frankly tell them that temper e We myg

_ alone is
to lead the masses in the great revolutiona s

,, . Iy struggle. Hicien,
The wnter of the letter (Gallacher's ey agai
parliamentary activity) is imbued with noble gains

roletarian h.
for the bourgeois “*class politicians’’, (This) i]; thetgggi;:trﬂd
all wisdom, the very basis of every socialist and ::-::rmmu%li{;{
movement and of its success.

“But the author fails to take into account the fact that politics
is a science and an art that does not drop from the skies, it is not
acquired for nothing, and that if it wants to conquer the
bourgeoisie, the proletanat must train its own proletarian " class
politicians'* who will be as skilled as the bourgeois politicians.’

Lenin's method was to welcome and assist workers who
wanted to be communists, but to fight for their political
development against the bourgeois conceptions that they
brought with them from outside the Communist Party. |

Larkin possessed the same ‘proletarian hatred’ for bourgeots
politicians, the same—indeed, greater—ability to arousc and
express the temper of the masses, as did Willie Gallacher. 7 f

But Stalinism was not just the physical liquidation ?n
Bolsheviks. The physical liquidation was necessary i “rd"’j %
liquidate the theory and method of Bolshevism. It amount€®
a world-wide attempt to end the struggle to train proletaria
revolutionary fighters in theory and practice.

: s
To a considerable extent, Larkin's fate was one of the frul
of Stalinism.

E—

16> Emmet Larkin, op. cit., p. 300.
170 Lenin, ‘Lefr Wing Communism ".
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James Connolly addressing Dublin strike









James Larkin addressing a Labour meeting.

Dublin, on Bloody Sunday, August 31, 1913.

The scene in O'Connell Street,
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dutrucunnon a mass scale. Thi

L 1s ha

1920), Limerick (April), Fermoy (June), Ty
lﬁﬁﬂ ¥ [Aulustj. Templemore [A‘ugu;ﬁ.

o[ m;;prd ﬁ;nﬁl}“:nc general who had sep,
| Mﬂm ‘men e death in the World w.

Jand be “on a war basis, =y
wher lht as had been done in e

RELANy,

PPened a Thurleg UJanyg
UT}’} LlrﬂETI:E
nd alwyy

b-els Wi :
I;B ef.n: hf.'lzi‘.‘d and put into ‘-‘ﬂﬂfelrzfrﬂt““
g dlion

S '"||:|1p-nsed in Cork, Ke
enny, Waterford and W fore
| exford.

“were hacked H}' an equally sinister force,

I# F
T {e
ies, ut %Wnd of Brigadier-Genera
| F
.. ‘Tought with the White ﬁrmue?r:ﬁ
the wars of intervention against the

1 froj unlglg-lﬂlﬂ.
!,m |- psed of ex-officers and were paid

e = B

: T €kt
/ % J_.'lelr E{E‘mds ntl' ex-officers, not

TiPFErary,

~ King, put a bucket
onda, and shot him
I:y, tortured in Dublin
,' ‘was unly ane of
:{ een .
arousec in Seplember*
com _}u hed extensive
ﬁq:n:ry factory
.in source of

5 Op _:-, fﬂ on a
g [4 pgnplc.

.'-.f'h__i E 'll
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-,r—-;u £VERYTHING WE STOOD FOR o

.} M did, despite the fact that a Home i

alre }'llﬂﬂ passed by Parliament in 1914—with nﬁu:iczl:i:ﬁf
‘s Government of Ireland Bill, 1920, contain d
" for the establishment of two parliaments .a:.ul
ts in [Ireland, each having very limited powers
l:; Ilﬂt‘.ﬂi had been promised to Ireland during th.::
llur;l for conscription, but Lloyd George would have
scruples at all in breaking such a pledge.

3ritish Prime Minister's record on Ireland had been
jn the extreme. In 1912 he had been one of the principal
. and advocates of the Home Rule Bill which cnnlam:d a
@form national parliament for all Ireland. In 1914
esponsible for an attempted compromise to enable Inur
] Gmmn:s to obtain exclusion from Home Rule for 6
]n 1916 he had proposed immediate Home Rule, with
for six Ulster Counties—an arrangement which he

told tt Unmmsts would be permanent, and the Natiomalists

l'-l!PU'l" _
I? ‘he had pl'ﬂll'lls-EJd that the Irish Conveption as a
jent assembly should frame a new settlement by
ﬁ:ll' all Ireland. In 1918, under pressure from the
es. he insisted that Ulster must acquiesce in any
.._; ﬂnlﬂieﬂomrcnuunpmpostd
In 1920 I:H.'- was still under pressure from the United States,
wvith s audthEEaSt:r Rising of 1916
the Irish results in the 1913

T mm.gg.:[ soldiers "a
-' ::"'3  heroes ') hnd wvirtually W‘P“" ut:Redmond 5

nalist Party. Almost every Iris h W“*“‘“‘“‘T -
2 Sk msnal Westminster-
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LT IN 1.
had fewer powers than those ant LA
Rule Act of 1914. It had no *’-“ﬁ;mf:g::di the aboyy;,
defence, external relati SN

'U'I'n.e
Ons or external t v, + Rag
ran the police force and the Post Office. e - Wesim .

Minse,
The British GO\"EITIIIEI'II deltheralely gave the j i
: indeed wrote it into the Act, that Partition wauI::I E
Establishing a separate parliament for six Ulste . LY,
Al Py ey ol el 'C'Umu.ll v -I'EL, i . cquﬁllE it
- representatives of both lrish Purhumenm, r{;.'r mL '
purpose of lﬁrnunutlng parmmn In practice, tht decl
~ MIIEL e St ;; Hii5 3 5 {.ﬂ
3 m&uwnen were, in fact,, ready to sacrifice
muﬁ-ﬂf Monaghan, Cavan and Donegal once nti?riclillftfl
ﬁ‘@.ﬂﬂmmter ceased, -because there were Eﬂnmdemgli
; mplilueaihere. (Two other _counties—Tyrone ang
- Ferm: also had Nationalist 1 majnnues - but the. Unionists
BT ':-=“ . mdmllﬂe) oL R
R 3.* e ‘mad; ltﬁlw@m th;:: start, that as far as they were
*-_' ':T"f".-'; EEE ~concerne ~there was neve ug"omg 10 be a united Ireland,
as Ulster leader—Sir James Craig—actually
s being Eﬁatéd It h.is been said that this
anion- of UISIcF and the rest of Ireland. |
ouse if ]&léﬂﬁlh:_shghlesl hope of that
0 yman in this House. I do

H‘ed
uncj|

(S e na

l "'"‘-lh. -.'l'"\.

1lties ‘rhnwever The Sinn
J—Suuthem Ireland’
"—*5 ended by the four
“an ﬂ,larjn':"hnm ‘one else.
d to crush the Irish.
ed,*bx the great

after the Lord
. gg;' smke to

mymfm EVERYTHING WE STOOD FUR 123
3 rlﬁl see the ILrish people, let alone the Irish working class, as the
ns of winning Ireland’s cause. Throughout this period, he
inned all his hopes on the Paris Peace Conference and on
iﬁtanfentmn by President Wilson of the United SLates. 1%
'ypical of his outlook was his willingness 1o negotiate
thmugh mediators chosen by Lloyd George, who included
‘*. Arﬂhhl'ihﬂp Clune of Perth, and General Smuts of South Africa.
; sgether with the Unionist leader Sir James Craig!
. .Even de Valera, however, could not stomach the Anglo-Irish
: eaty which Lloyd George foisted onto Ireland in December
q 21, h;.r a mixture of lies and threats. (The British Prime
i vinister tuld de Valera that there was a big concentration of
'bﬂhs in England and ‘it is immaterial whether they are
artered in Great Britain or Ireland. they will be sent to the
tl:r muntry, where a great mlllldry concentration will take
EL‘: :,vllh a view 1o the suppression of the rebellion and the
2§ noforder’. :
mhr:::ﬂde Valera dl‘ld his supporters stood ﬁrm: mherrlnsh
: ders — notably Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins — signed
y with Britain on December 6. 1921, after being told by
§yd George that they faced -immediate and terrible war’ if
refuse?ﬂ:?u_lhﬂ plll they were given 10 understand that a
y commission would be set up to draw the dividing line
we;n ‘Hunhern Ireland” and the so-called ° Irish Free St:::l
. 'that .treas in the north-east with 4 nationalist majonty

| I’rﬁt . shall
e ty actuall stated: A Cummissmu 5
: rliline In icmrdanﬁe with the w:shes of the mhahimms';
as lmy be compatible with economic a;fud g:nbgmphd e
; tiuns thc hﬁundams hetween N Ire
and.’ L R * but
b Ah ﬁﬁlj\" di‘d this ma::lude a substannal_ g:‘t-uuti flﬁ; I;zl
he boundary ' commission fell through hcl‘}::ler =t
-I--qr'-' ted. the Six ‘Counties reln:a;zed I:hnch l.m:ll:ldctl 3y
o R R e T f"fht El.lt.ll e Frte
%:\’%cﬂtmw::ﬁéﬂr g’ven the ::hou:ﬂ uf Jmmns the

of 1911 led dlmntly to me Irish Ciwl
o ﬁdandr P. uumu Eqmaude Fq!gn

"- 1-- |..=JI-. | s
adis Cle WRER 205 5
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: AN
War, The Irish ddm.tnign which signed it diq To b
nuthﬂ'%m from Dublin tlmthc storm over this was % ‘“"t!‘ﬂul
ﬂimma the 'n'enl}’ required all me Mensifie g
melnsh&onmal,ﬁomlent to take an oath of t;“b
Elle Eﬂdiﬁh Kmsm;!,'rliﬂi& of course, meant rfmgm;
- Al f Britainoverthe *Free State N the

-&nﬁdnm;rmmm Collins, Griffithand E_ . D
e convinced that if wdﬂ-mt'necept the oath, ‘ﬂ_ﬂiﬂ n
out his threats CIf that is your Jag, Wﬂd-:l

1 , Wdesﬁ-edby jrﬂu« he had wold them;, }r
,as ventually , Included an oath i

| '.l-:' ly sy ln‘hqf-allh ‘and tlliEglance?

ish Free State as by

[
hich

0 th
Ig‘w €stablished, an::]

: """ ' "“-.': b V hlS h'E-'lI'E and
%}* : ;t':pmmun citizenship of

“I_u':l_-:*adherence to and
£ _tr.tmsw [m'nung lhe Bnllsh

' nization called
the Rﬂgﬂbhc} and
ino 'ty cuuld Jusuy

IJ"",-\-

E']“S f :
alty g -

v Qummn T0 EVERYTHING WE STOOD FOR
| 125
l
.-Eh“]'chlu told the Cabinet the pact was "an ar
dlguster. 180 rangement full of
% Ehurchlll declared that ratification of
the Tre
2 ithheld by Britain if the Irish drew up a :;:»':ms.mutl‘:;:}:.f #:Jh[ﬁld i
aunsausfactury or if the Irish Government included mmls:::

L e £i

ﬁ,_ ho had not taken the oath of allegiance to the British Crown_

~ Collins then rcpud:ated his agreement wit
_mcludg the oath in the Irish constitution. [nhﬂ?: i:ﬁﬁ; ?:I;ﬂ
election, 58 solidly pro-Treaty members were returned plus a
{. irther 35 who were committed to it in some d:gree 35
. u.-"[‘reanr members were ranged against them.,

S -ﬁfrer the election de Valera waited for Collins to honour his
";:'-'m ition plcdge.

~ But on June 22, 1922, Sir Henry Wilson — one-time Director
. 'Mllltal']r' Dp-eratmns at the War Office and notorious Orange
‘Order supporter— was shot dead, not in Ireland but in London.

- His assailants — Joseph O Sullivan and Reginald Dunne —
emx—suldnera in the British Army (O’Sullivan had lost a leg
t Ypres) who proclaimed their allegiance to the IRA.

: "The British Government placed responsibility on the
@g;ﬂ‘ reaty republicans, though there was no evidence at all of
3 :‘:-ﬁuEh* connection.: (Indeed, the man who had been
_i:onsq:le for ordering the assassination of British political
Ires was Mlchael Cnllms.- now leading thc pro-Treaty
action.) . .

¥ facjt -ﬂs far as t:n'ur gﬂes 80 Cathuhcs had been killed and
: n nded in the nnrlh of lreland betweenﬂe:emhefﬁ 1921,

! 1!.#192’.% o “DE
-et‘Chmchm wrote to cmlms hlammg lrregulal‘ elemen

IRA’ — the:anu-’l'real]r fﬂrces—-andslatlng‘ :
arious occasions been wm“tg
s of the Emplm in cases where M“&Hwﬂr :
% ..:by Iﬁbﬂﬂlﬂﬂaﬂ!’l lhﬂll‘ SIIH] and H15 pmal mx
challe "'-°'3"%ﬁﬁ1:ptﬂpal’¢d"lﬂ-r place at your dis e
"*‘"P-iﬁ“ﬂf-'ﬂ' : pf mﬂm - which EIE}' bﬂ required,

l-\.' -
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actmn will be taken by your government Without de|. i
This letter was dated June 22. On June 28 forces '
Provisional Government, using British Army amuE? e |I'I5h
 fire on the headquarters of de Valera's Irish Volype.. . OFened
Four Courts. The Insh Civil War had begun, CErS, in the
It seems almost certain that the assassinat; _
been ordered by Collins, the terrorist who :,D“ of Wilsop hagd

Treaty with England. Yet the murder was il]::hr_f::“".lr»z::l the
Churchill and the British Government to arm the “l:pnn by
Collins and set him against the opponents of the Tr m:’ Same
convenience nf the Wilson murder is so glarin Y. The

|
difficult not to draw some very sinister conclusions. St ity

The life of Eamon de Valera proves conclusiv
ely that bo :
::inumhsm has nothing to offer the working class of Irel.:ls:ﬁ EE:,
alera was for a long time a hero to many Irishmen. A

cummandanun lhe Easter 1916 Risi ,hewa
e m s chm:s . l'.l.g s sentenced to death

H: was rdml in June IBI# and th:: fulluwu
ng year won

Tm victory in the th:ml Elactmn on the pmgramme u::f

Irish Republic proclaimed by Pearse.
v t]v-lat:uﬂ he I:E:mwprm-d:mmf hnlh Emn Fein and the Inish
S eers. Majlr;.!ﬂlﬁ, he was rearrested for opposing the
I ritish ﬂel:mum s-plans to force through conscription in
: mln P hmrgmpe from Lincoln jail.

pril 1919, he became President of Dail Eireann and two

h . i Ly
years t:rdaclamlﬂﬁmﬂii:-dfm.emsud between Ireland

~ and Bnlmll:-ﬂa’mfmeddh'ﬂm mnaunns with Britain

until
Uﬂrdfimu agreed to release an IRA commander, Sean
M&““H{- higttsiy lmﬁﬂafﬁ% Wmhi e

| Fdhen lm:-ke ﬁmwmﬁﬁmmm igned the

vnl:: in hls old

I.I'I:

ial or pnhucal
pendent Irish
*énﬁter:u:: nl’

. en el -__“_
M m mmmﬁn ref W {v]

R, -

. flsmmr‘thiar,i*'“ 2 for d h,.._mﬂ 7 ot mment
——_ " "¢ [0 discussio SO the *best " form
'il mtm Ymm p—--ﬂ.."‘:.:_:l":..r .::'. :—:',“ - ;FI-I*f '_'1 _“ ,'_I ‘r_.h.r:; "

I b E = e __:_1;___.,.,.-: ¥

cnﬂﬂ‘"‘“ TO EVERYTHING WE STOOD FUR 77

ﬁ*‘ mﬁnl This is the time to get freedom. Then WE Can settle

particular form of government we may have, ix:
dﬁ Valera, ‘international recognition’ mey
#‘;ﬁg Paris Peiace Conference, and ;:mrun;.ul.l.rlr;,,l l:; {lﬁtltﬁg
sident Woodrow Wilson. He sent numerous appeals 1o this
,_-rgnce, receiving only the most cursory replies. Lying to

[ﬁETWﬂrklng class about “defending brave little Belgium® was
ing, actually supporting a small nation fighting a major
Bt rmllst power wis quite another.

! “ﬁ, {iin a letter to one of his supporters, de Valera declared:
S *gm trying to get Wilson to know that if he goes in for his 14
e points and a true League of Nations, men or women of Irish
bfubd will be behind him." i3

Whﬂt thls actually meant was that if Wilson suppurted de
‘ifatr.ﬁi s aims, he in turn would urge Irish people in the United

" Srates to support the Democrats!
: ';Ii_j-unfortunately for him, this attempted bribery was not
 enough. The victorious powers had already written into Article
| 10 of the League of Nations Covenant an undertaking ‘1o
L P serve the existing territorial boundaries of member
= ilbns —and that, needless to say, included the territorial
33 'dam:s of British imperialism in Ireland.

b a’I"hls did not prevent de Valera going to the United Stales,
W s he stayed from June 1919 untl December 1920 striving

dﬂs rateiy to enrol the Irish-American bourgeoisie behind the
nf Irish nationalism, and also to raise money. (He aimed, he
;il in a letter home, "to interest wealthy men of the race in the
in d‘;lstnal develnpmemnf Ireland’.) : ,

:3-.';. ere, he ran into some difficulty. Prominent [rish-American
businessmen certainly loved the old country. The trouble was,
they loved their old dollars even more .

_i,!,u t doesn't mean the American bourgenme;!ldn uecngrl;e
he thcy were dealing with. While Larkin was thrown in jal de
fi era was given the freedom of New York City. He w

tic
Bree Fd with acclaim at the conventions of both the Democra

15" 'lﬁﬂ Republican Parties—they both wanted the Irish vote.

‘At iht Democratic Conention 4 proposal to n:casﬂlﬂ‘ the

dar. ved by a Californian oil
ndependence of Ireland was actually mo il detcated:

';{ 2N hene but it was subst
_}* zg:::;:int .gﬂb: mg:ved at the R:publu:m:l Cuq:a;:u::
"?" ccrlam Judge Enhalan ‘But Cohalan was 8

--_'._

&2 The Earl of Longford : and T. P, O'Neill, p- 68-.
16 ibid, p. 99.

5 -|
-_'. " R
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IREL AND
that there might be a place for him in a Repyp:..
ngl:ﬁm if the Party's candidate became Prnidegtﬂé‘iﬁn
it would be tactful to moderate his support for the Irish Eausﬁy
The judge then decided that his burning love for Ireland Woulg
be better expressed through a vague ‘statement of sympy,-
rather than actually recognizing its right to independence!
Still, de Valera wrote to the American President Pleading th,,
AT ‘the standards and principles approved by United States
practice’ entitled Ireland to recognition. Whether they dig ,
not, they didn't entitle de Valera to a reply because he got nonpe
Back in Ireland, de Valera continued to plead with those whq
- were turning their backs on the Irish masses. During the Cijyj)
.~ War he became head of a self-proclaimed ‘Republican
Government’, backed by the IRA, which tried to rival the
Provisional Government whose leaders had signed the Treaty
F TR R B B MR R O
#Mrthm onal Government, in collaboration with

r
-

=
L

- the Britsh, had started the Civil War, the Catholic bishops o
: I“"I‘ﬁ’il;}“ilﬁllféa_i; Pastoral Statement, in October 1922,

's supporters for introducing *a system of

iR g
e

Mﬁhuren_wned ‘members of his
A rom receiving the sacraments of the

4 . e i T o o e L S Tl L T

3 a2 AL b CESLEE DT e e

e Zpx that the oishops- statement was
o 2 s &f}; = S—EL with no protest from
g 2 1,,,. ,...t H_,I' y!’.ﬂ g}[ecll.ltﬁ without
s 2 _ ty of possessing _ ‘ms or taking part in

o e .-. - - Far S, L L - i ghos H ] iy - I‘s_':alll prisuners'

nt came formally into

ry 1923, the first batch

' _*ﬁr"iiql'iuut trial.

ared in_ the ‘lrish
' i done s0 “for

TRARY TO EVERYTHING WE STOOD FOR
o
stically and spiritually of i, and w

i ves gx_cegt as his children.' 14
He appealed to the Vatican to persy,
Government to adopt "an upmminde:ﬁ. gclfuj::ﬂ;-ﬁr;l;zli-f s
nstead, the government kept thousands of Renuitr ans
il. Over 2,000 more were forced into hiding ,ﬂiﬁ:lm e
ick-name earned by the Irish Free State CIp & e*nh P
itself—it was known as *the murder gang’, i
. %;m;.ﬂfﬁc{u] policy. As the Free State Minister f§
S nal Affairs, Desmond Fitzgerald, said: “As long as we -m
o1 -,'-'di;': ‘Valera and every other enemy of the cnuﬁtr}r ::ﬁ
o be on the run.’
Valera, however, was to become as respected a friend of

s MR

h' imperialism as those who preceded him in (he

nment of the Irish *Free” State,

‘August 15, 1923, de Valera was arrested and served ||

imprisonment without trial. While in jail, he was

‘to the Free State Dail. This represented a break with

[ his Republican colleagues who regarded this step as a

_ E!P“ of the Free State Government set up by the British.

n though the Sinn Fein deputies—by March 1925, there were

iem—refused to take the oath and remained disbarred

<ing their seats. -

lera was, in fact, moving towards compromise. He

“that Republicans should take their seats in the

nment if the oath of allegiance to the British crown were
wn. This, indeed. did amount to recognizing the
ent set up by the British. -

1 he could not carry this line, he broke from Sinn Fein

et Upa new organization, Fianna Fail.

liS was a purely nationalist organization, firmly opposed to.

Y po j_l!ﬂﬂﬁé idence for the working class. Its aims, laid

1) ﬁ Jalera, were: oy e
pendence of a united Ireland as a Republic.

1 of the Irish language, and the development of a

€ refuse (g regard

dale

i
il
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' !;rbia'nd but to uld be afforded to every Irish ciuzen 0 five 4
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with a proper balance between agriculture and other essentiy|
es.

In:l:l:nw- de yﬂ;m ‘was totally ﬂpp-DSEd to r«:*lnnt:rlun-:nnl"rllf
action in ﬂ.n}' form. He lﬂ'ld the fTSI Ard FhEIS {l:ﬂng['eﬁsj of
Fianna Fail in November, 1926 “If the road of peaceful Progress
and natural evolution be barred, then the road of revolutigp, will
beckon . . . and when the fight is over it will probably be foyn4
out once more thal the problem has remained and that force
not the solution . . . if we cannot win an election, then we are
not. in the present smmnﬂn likely to win any other way.

In the Irish elections of 1927, Fianna Fail won 44 Seats
compared with the government party, Cumann na Gaedhea],
which won 46. Sinn Fﬂll:.dﬁ’.'lln!ﬂ from 25 to five seats, and 2
Labour deputies were elected.

Even if Sinn Fein boycotted the' Dail, the guvernmem party
“was in a minority—if de Valera’ siulluwerstﬁnk thmr seats. Buy

- the hated oath was still there. -
'~  Then followed on of the most hlzarr.e, nnt to say farcical,
mlnﬂfhm.?ﬂcﬂ'almkandzhm foltnwers took the
~ oath—but covered up the words!
mwmmm the right of Fianna Fall deputies to

q"l

e Jm. T

ing the oath. He backed this with
cam paign*l:‘ur nimferendum Then came
:-'-. CTOp up so frequently at
sh pub Wﬂfﬂme the victim was
'Higgins, Iintmdmd in the street. His
; t&ul ‘government
B i'F' AL e

“that ,ﬂu: ‘oath was an
e "' r;fmpty formality
% [, but Fianna Fail

"_'_..r 'I‘- :-r

; IInWers took the

! u‘nce, however,
the table and
ﬂum where.

T ;. T_‘:E‘L"

e RARY TO EVER YTHING WE STOOD FOR
13]
ifrdcclared pﬂllc}',
e of our election’”.
; oucan’ tget much more contrary than thy,
Y ¢ ‘this raises the question of the wh
ﬂrer once were the class interes
,- psants brought into it Iy
nd Was i bourge

|e‘ ‘waged largely with forces recrlflt::; rll"::”ml:!
I -bnurgemsw and the intelligentsia, g
-i - forces were bound to be defeated b
. ¥ the superi
mrycstrength of their opponents. And since the cliss ntrﬁn::
ﬂppl‘ﬂﬁiﬂd masses was not invoked, military defex mrim

and to the explicit pledges we Bave al the

ole nature of the Civil
ts of the Irish workers

o _E 15 therefore no fundamental contradiction between the
» Valera who was prepared for fratricidal conflicts over

L ,oaths and parliamentary legality, and the de Valery
51|.|I:-sms:u.]l.mu::rltl:q.-r signed the same oath to enter the same

ament.

o s

uutlm:rk was such that, once he was militarily
d, he i'.'ﬂl.l[d see no alternative to forwarding his aims

the stat: apparatus which had tortured and murdered his
follo

-ﬁ ,- ._-:" B

[ € a. II'JI'.} per cent convert to the British- -imposed
lament a,pmst which he had fought. He declared: * want to
reply to i lh:s stions now being put forward that our purpose
in- ente Elng  the ree State Dail .is to destroy it. This is a
)0C 1We a.l:E entering in the hope of helping to make it
Op 1o what it shguld be ultimately—the sovereign national

P e ey = --.._.

purpos. ls not tu destmy but to hmaden the Free State
Y. . '. am:l make it so truly representative of the whole
o secure for it the necessary authority and influence

dﬂflhlﬂnﬁrrﬁldﬂrj’ auepied .1m.l m. laws willingly

O
i,
UL

semt

(4

1 "'._-r-L._ kpl fhrdlsamwed any revolutionary aims:

1 Er'aa‘i@lgn of almmg at bnngmg ‘about a sudden

lf* “f‘“"' ﬁheavﬁ'l with which our nppnnenls choose to
«L.." 1 th:rfnrelg;n to our purpuse. :

i B | B

M‘U{p _]:us ﬁ:m.m:r enemies in

[l:;g; government

h{ﬂel-»and_ hy wvirtue of yuur de facto

||||||

Jrl?} i 'FL*E .rl;f'-l‘_r:
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F’I‘hem must | I:u: sumebudy in charge in the
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. '-n Im ll“l l 1L d Oxiri JJ ‘L'!h.lt" * e
. m De V the succeed; Is, th i 0 g . but there is no doubt that de Valery Was prepared
3 S *m‘“wﬂlt'uul of hi e Bl nd into the war,
to, , 0 5, indeed, friendly with imperialist nations all over the

_inﬂér*’s death was reported on April 30, 1945, de

ot 5

' furma | visit of condolence 10 the German attache
‘hen Roosevelt died. de Valers described him

e AT & LU ! ds

StheCosgrave. Iﬂ“ﬁ'ﬂm 10 take ould - have °“saved the world from recurring
e A gt ent intrnduce- ; L"_‘ . ;

_ m’ﬂimﬂﬂnllﬁw tribunal of ﬁv.: the Infamoy After the war, Ireland, like every other capitalist country.

1 dﬂd ath se =ntence, and from wl_llnembﬂ‘s With d a social crisis. By 1948 de Valera was out of office. He

R OS¢ decisjgn, He back in 1951, only to lose power again in 1954, In 1959 he

pendent economically and politically on British

1 115&" :*"'-;‘ de Valera was the friend and admirer of
Winston Ct """J:II'-'.‘ John F. Kennedy. Lyndon B. Johnson and

1anna Fail victory was that som fJ° Harold Wilson. -

1_:‘:"'r

. commander in the Easter Rising. one-time

e

1€ Free State Army formed 2 body

5 AS iati : !.: 1 i ner, one-time civil war fighter, had devoted his
ssociation. In this they were WREEEEEE H ing Ireland safe for the Green Tories and. for

i

e i - T
ssioner of Police, General Eoin

e N r ah g . e . i ; ; 3
-€d to remove O’Duffy from his . R e R T e s
other of equal status and salary, g e Tt
e _ e
‘(;_.qmann na Gaedheal, R 3 3
‘and with O'Duffy’s ¥ AR s ;
d it against the IRA as well. S ;_ y
, consisting of delegales B

Comm 1 i%t&
a8 i. .' i
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~ Postcript

Irish capitalists did well out of World War twean T4
and 19-1EIr the money value of bank deposits ro ml Ib}BrL:; ;: rrI iﬁﬂ

The rich certainly had little to fear from the gmcmmgﬁ.
whose fearless ventures into the realm of ‘making the wealth of
lyeland i_l\-'aliub'lc for the people of Ireland” included state
ownership _uf the National Stud (1945) and of the sea{ueed
processing industry (1949).

]:]urlng 1hf:1 war, also. the IRA declined, having launched a
futile campaign 1n England which resulted in two of their
n‘_n;mbers being executed, 23 being sentenced to 20 years in jail,
34 10 10-20 years, 25 to 5-10 years, and 1410 under 5 years.

In the post-war years the Irish Labour Party moved steadily
to the right, and in 1948 entered a colaition government with
Eine Gael with the former fascist sympathizer John A. Costello
as Prime Minister.

Meanwhile, so far had the nationalist movement degenerated
that an all-party campaign against partition was launched. But
all parties also agreed on the need for foreign capital to shore up
Irish industry—and this was eagerly sougn! in England,
America, and Japan.

Economic dependence on Britain was soO complete that when
the British Labour government devalued its currency In
September, 1949, the Irish govern ment was cm'np_elled to follow
suit immediately. And by 1951 [reland was spending three times
the dollars it was carning—and bread rationing had been
introduced. ke . i

| The political crisis was intensified by the POV O mTp@gE
[aunched by the Catholic Church against EIre S L!rl:meh
Health Service. This service was +un-Christian, the Churc
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M e—with 70,000 ut eloredﬂndthela-gestem. 234
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© In December 1956, the IRA issued
A J .1-'._'."-1';,. &ihl; M1 ISsued a declaratjop of w
:.* l' Rt Hg .-.*IIIE Eﬂ"’ﬂmmem rem!mduc
Ry his s time numbered only 4 fey,

000 territorials, I{]%ﬂ{;‘g
Aty and 2,000 specia)

4;* ‘was ‘the mc-st
mgdum In 1966

er cer paredwnhljpcr
1 King *"fq_p,_ ‘,_ thls masked the

nor Tpr first steps
ccu ".'.'-'5 s early as 1950
f the Erne ]- sin and for a

f th reat- Northern
I E IIEI[ Yedr.

".."'-\.

-]_ 'H.#ﬁ'l-ﬂ}' =

t II‘..'I'I'I Wd.."r

giler 7
_ government in the south, that in 1966 3 tain
i Prime Minister of Northern lrv.:l.:.ndp acI:a:r; o E:rwfm
~ restrained celebrations of the 50th anniversary of ﬂ E‘.“ i
_ Rising to be held in the north! S
. But this altered neither- the economic nor
0y the
Gl uppressmn of the Catholic workers. The podtica

oliti
f-.:,ﬂﬂl‘r}'ﬂlandenng which ensured Unionist rule was r:h:aurll:I s

y shown
:m the |9‘ﬁﬁl‘ﬂ*ﬂlﬂ5lun of wards in Derry. They were re- arranged

*South Ward’
(Which includes the Bogside)
14,125 anti-Unionist voters
1,474 Unionist voters
‘North Ward’

3,173 anti-Unionist voters
4,380 Unionist voters

TR ‘Waterside Ward’
e 2,804 anti-Unionist voters
~'.;§ s 4,420 Uninnin:lvutm

-s[hls lrmndjr a.mmgﬂmem ensured that 20,102 anti-Unionist
- voters in Derry retuned eight members to the city council,
while 10,274 Unionist voters returned 16} 191
ﬂﬁiTruly. God wnrkel:l in m:.rstenuns ways, His wonders to
i:ﬂr\g& ﬂuﬁ suuatmn ‘which produced the Civil Rights
;' ent, a cunglunwratmn of petty»-bnurgcms democrats and
 political revisionists, who thought that protest marches could
¥ n:aﬂ'f a thousand years of British domination over Imhn;ied

It cuMdght. Immediately there was a right-wing back-lash :
" by the Rev. lan Paisley who formed Ulster Protestant
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OPPRESS 1)
2 ﬁmﬂﬁﬂmﬂli AND REV(y ¢

wiﬁ v I ;
intendeds | COrUATY 1967, and plapy. RiBhis

1
‘To define the basic ri at
. FRhIs of all citizep, - 1 iy
d.'hl individual. To highﬁghr all Fm;:;h lo Protecy .
_guarantees for freed € abuses o "€ Tighyy
associartions. To Wﬂ!ﬂl‘ the ey SPeech, iy e Iy
» O i gl public of theiy |, wful ri, Sembly gna
E T ‘h Civil Riai“ I ﬂ“ﬁ IIberal demﬂcmlic = .i.'-‘ll’a.‘_ .
s | : M@his leadership led their followers O8rimme tha
"ot fhglomusmm ‘ S 00 the oy
‘ ‘i_- ﬁ Aokl 1] mmr :!_l:m E‘.]“ﬂ H:{:ﬂﬂ“ led 4 march f
QiR 'm h:lh Derry along A traditional Proegy, Ot a few
7 T N el i da hb!'mlllm Etﬂlﬂi Minister 4 Moule,

. of H i
ved in and, while the S Frairs.

P | mo e
clair urged the crowd 1o disperse Stalinist Bey
nt berserk charging ar 'Se peacefully, these pojic.

'. charging and batoning not only mﬂrcheriml::ﬁ

el _ Coula . e
LAEw days laver : Pec ocracy’ was formed. mu;
on Belfast University, but with Ea Sy
ST R A e e mon McCann ang
vl GINE posttions. -
the B ritis [qe-Hinisler. Harold Wilson,
_ '-'-_‘:..i: orthern Ireland Prime Minister,
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strations were increasing—but when
<ers marched on November 18,
q- i C‘DmmiHEE. Mr Ivan
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threatening further use of
‘liberal” pronouncements of Mgy
treat Roman Catholics with d
they will live like Protestants
asa true Orangeman,

~ and of the world.

* International Committce of the Fourthl

POSTSCRIPT
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the B-Specials, Despite hic h:
- pPite his highl
y 1969 (he actually said *llm;rhnz
2 ue consideration and kindness,
) O’ Neill was revealing himself as

On August |2—the chief Orange day in D = ‘
population of the Bogside was EUhjEclid lo : Eﬂcl:l:a::::::i::ﬁ
on for two days. Barricades blazed and hun
CS gas were poured inio the area. The Free State Government
announced it was sending army units to the border, and the
workers of Bogside confidently expected them in Derry—but
they were (0 be disappointed. Instcad, they got
Chichester-Clark’s B-Specials. Bernadette Devlin called for the
suspension of the constitution of Northern Ireland, as if anyone
was paying any allention to it anyway.

On August 14, the Wilson government sent the British army
iﬂlﬂ the north of lreland. This imp:n'ajisl mOove was ECE!H.'IH.‘H"}'
supported by the left of the Parliamentary Labour Party, by the
Communist Party and—most enthusiastically of all—by the
International Socialist Group.
~ The British army, all these people said, had suddenly ceased
to be an instrument of the capitalist state. lt was no longer an
imperialistarmy. Marx, Engelsand Leninwereall dead.

The British capitalist army, they told the besieged workers of
Derry, was there to help and protect them. It was a force for

and peace.
‘*F’T?I:msgia]isﬁabum League, I.’nnr&mne; of the ka::_':
volutionary Party, insisted that the British army was not 1
E:I:[:d o pglec! tI:a workers, whether Eai.'hul}: or Protestant,
but to protect Irish capitalism and Hnt:;h imperialism.
. Now, more than five years later with hqudmds of innocent
g, wih s Pyl
ing in jails and concentration . 1
;unlc:u:ll;cl::laj?ly destroyed by torture, the Trotskyists have been

dreds of canisters of

& proved to be 100 per cent right.

' i italism i hrown. Not
" Ireland wi free until capitalism in overtnroy :
: pnlu t n:l:;:;‘:;; terror. but revolutionary Marxism will

‘win the emancipation of the working class of Ireland, of Britain,

~ That is the responsibility of the Workers League in Ireland,

nternational.

7o In Belfast Telegraph, May 10, 195_91_ _
gy .w i

H

i ‘f“m ‘Workers' Revolutionary Party in Britain am.l the
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CHRONOLOGY OF MAIN EVENTS 1154-1945

Pope Adrian IV authorizes
Ireland. rany

‘Strongbow’ invades Ireland.

Henry |l assumes the lordship of Ireland.
Poyning's Law—the King's Council in England
Ireland.

Henry Vill pronounces Ireland ‘annexed forever'.

of England to invade

rules over

1553-58 The Catholic Queen of England, Mary Tudor, launches

1641
1649
1653
1690

1704

"L:lan_tatic:—ns' _pr.llmg.

helim O'Neill’'s ‘Great Rebellion'.

Cromwell invades Ireland.

Cromwell’'s Act of Settlement—the ‘final solution’.

William of Orange, backed by the Pope and Catholic
Europe, defeats James Il at the Battle of the Boyne.

Test Act bans Presbyterians from holding office in Ireland.

1704-24 Introduction of the Penal Laws against Catholics.

1740
1760
1778

1782

1786
1791

1793
1796

1840
1

845-48 The Great Irish Fami
1847 'Young Irelanders

400,000 die in Irish famine.

Whiteboys Society founded.

First Catholic Relief Bil—Catholics permitted to buy
property.

Poyning's Law repealed.

Act of Renunciation by English Parliament of its legislative
rights.in Ireland, .

80,000 armed Volunteers force Dublin Parliament to pass
Declaration of Independence.

Rightboys peasant society emerges as a powerful force.
Wolfe Tone forms Society .of United Irishmen, under
influence of French Revolution. :
Catholic Relief Act gives Catholics vote on same basis as
Protestants. : . .

Irish Defenders and Unltﬂdl Inshm:tn ]ﬁ|ﬂnrcea.

English Parliament passes Insurrectio - :
Fl:ﬂgﬂlutinnar‘f French Directory agrees to send troops to aid

Irish rebellion.

Martial law in Ulster. : :
Rising of Defenders and United Irishmen put down by

30,000 British troops.

‘Act of Union of Great Britain and Ireland.

‘Emmet conspiracy’ crushed. :
ial O'Connell elected to English parliament. _
Egr:;! ga?i'?cﬂi: Emancipation—Catholics can sit in English

House of Commons. =
Irish Coercion Bill to suppress peasant moveme :
Lichfield House Contradt—O Connell does a deal with

English Whigs.

] ciation. :
O'Connell forms Hﬂﬂﬂﬂnmls poor devils only..

' form Irish Confederation.
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mhlin workers betrayed.
: Dl.lrrngh mutiny.

- Home Rule becomes law—g
war with Germany.

- Connolly opposes the War
" Larkin leaves for United Bt:ta": calls for revolution.

5. Easter Rising. Connolly and oth
- Sir Roger Casement hanged. L igeders aios

nd is suspended for duration of

oins Communist Labour F'ﬂrtyr in USA.
{fﬂera in United States appealing for su
i Irish-Americans. e PRoxe from
~ Ireland partitioned.
.-Larlr.ln sentenced to 5-10 years' jail in USA.
- Black and Tans go to Ireland.
-‘:."Blaﬂk and Tans burn Cork.
: _ Ar&ln—lnm Treaty signed. Sinn Fein splits.
e s : el B s S, e : | _ Irish Free State Government officially formed.
g et - N B e e _ § British provoke Irish Civil War,
A R S - Tone i i B jHapuhlman forces defeated.
~de Valera arrested.
 Larkin freed and returns to Ireland. Is suspended as general
secretary of Irish Transport and General Workers Union.
- Larkin attends fifth congress of Communist International .
lnsh T&GWU splits and Workers Union qumnd by Larkin

mes Act’ passec e =  de Valera forms Fianna Fail.

dstone's first Home Rusle SN et || ¥ :da’ulalaraandfmluwg:rtm g:!ﬂ'lufdiuglminﬂrﬂﬂl
h-hunt ac P Bl s i R ter Irish Parliame :

: ' e 2 "i“fmn A fexecutive committee of Communist

.ﬂl‘.l]bﬁh?jﬂal and nul:ﬂur support for Stalin. :

9 ra denounces

sgrave gnwrnmnt sets up military | tribunals to irmma

nﬁh sentences without appeal.
do{h‘alm forms government with Labour BI-IPPM»
scist  ‘blue-shirt’ leader General O'Duffy ham

nt of new United Iralanr.l Part'f {Fnu Enaﬂ.

era bans IRA. s
“I:Irmllabomm.,m ban qn unmn uﬁ‘mhh m .

‘un:t Franco. ~
FM*Etatnh‘fnﬂmllr nuutml. m‘w:rrld wau. o et e
lb_l_l‘h«,lﬁﬂ'l"'uﬁnur Farl'r and m:ummmn
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on death of Hitler.
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