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THEY WANT us to pay twicel When domestic rates were abolished
the government increased PAYE and VAT to make up the difference.
Now they are putting the screws on again. They tried it with the
water rates but came up against massive resistance. Tens of thou-
sands refused to pay. When peoples water was cut off local cam-
paigns and sympathetic plumbers turned it back on. In Waterford a
gang of contractors who were cutting off non-payers were held
hostage by residents and Waterford Glass workers in the Fr Paddy
Browne Road area. The upshot was that a lot of people never paid a
penny and in Limerick, Waterford and Dublin the local authorites
had to abolish water rates.

Now the politicians have decided to have another go. Each local
authority has levied a service charge for this year. The one exception
is Dublin Corporation which plans to do it next year. They can be
stopped just like happened to the Poll Tax in Britain. See page 10.

YES to PEACE

and to an Ireland that is

Neither Orange
nor Green

DESPITEALL THE talk
of peace the war contin-
ues. The media has as
usual focused on the acts
of the republicans,

particularly around the
Heathrow attack in
March. However as the
following extractsshow
the British state is also
continuing its war effort
and continuing to
defend its usual mixture
of lies and torture while
doing so. They are all
taken from An
Phoblacht/Republican
News (Sinn Féin paper)
in the closing weeks of
March, mostly stories
the media did not
consider to be worth

covering.

“Yet again, an RIR soldier has
walked free from a Diplock
courteven though he admitted
supplying the names and
addresses of republicans to
loyalist gangs. David Murdock
was one of three people who
appeared before Belfast Crown
Court on Tuesday, 15 March.
The court was told that
Murdock supplied information
to 28-year-old loyalist Brian
Appleton from Windsor
Avenue, yet Appleton was not
convicted of any offence
arising from this.*

“The RUC has kept up its

policy of harassment againat
nationalists in the County

Tyrone town of Cookstown,
with o series of down roids
carried outon Monday lost, 21
March, on the Greenvale
Estate. The RUC rampaged
through 12 houses using
sledgehammers o gain entry
fo seoeral houses af 5.45am.
They arrested one man who
was released the following day
without any charges being
preferred.”

“A ruling by the Court of
Appeal in Belfast on Monday,
7 March, has sanctioned
physical abuse of women
prisoners in Six-County jails.
Itstated that the practices and
procedures involved in the
forced strip-searching of
women prisoners is legal and
so entitles the prison’s
governor toordera prisoner to
be strip-searched whenever he
sees fit.”

*The inguest info the
killings of six people in RUC
shoot-to-kill operations in
Armagh in 1982 have been
adjourned yet again, for two
montha.... This latest adjourn-
mend twas requested by the
crown lawyers to allow the
British governmeni time fo
prepare a Public Interest
Immune Certificate (PIIC)."
The PIIC will prevent the
questioning of those who
carried out the shooting.

Not an especially exciting
collection, in fact pretty
typical of the ongoing war of

continued on page 3
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* The Workers Solidarity Movement marching against the Nazis

THE CHANGE from a magazine to newspaper format reflects the
increased readership Workers Solidarity is building up. It will
take a few issues before we iron out all problems involved in
changing our printing process but we hope you will bear with us.
Noneof us is a professional journalist or designer. This issue was
produced by a gardener, a couple of office workers, a teacher, a
researcher, three unemployed people and a student. .

If you like what we are saying, we would  of anarchist discussion mee tings for
like your help. We need your reports. readers. With the rise of far-right
Tell us what is happening on your job, in  movemenis throughout Europe, and the

your neighbourhood. Wrile a report, ora
letter. This paper will only improve if
more of you write for it, sell it, show a
copy to your friends.

As we go {o press final plans are being
made for Revolution’, a day of public
meelings and debates in Dublin about
libertarian socialism. With the collapse
of both the Eastern Bloc and social
democracy’s radical pretensions it
becomes increasingly important to
explain that the ideals of socialism are
not dead, that there is a libertarian
alternative. The Workers Sclidarity
Movement Is co-operating with other
libertarian groups in this venture. We
hope that it will be but the first such
event where libertarian socialists of
various traditions ean debate and
discuss turning our ideas into reality.

Ales in Dublin we participated in the

; mpdﬂ!nmﬁﬂﬂpghﬁh,thhhn_ﬁ
" radical and anarchist books

usually come across such material. While

the big newsagents and bookshops stock

a lot of conservative material they very
rarly give shell space to publi

which explain revolutionary alternatives. .

In Cork we have beeti working with
‘Justice Now", which ls campaigning
against the £1,600 worth of fines
imposed on members of the Socialist
Alliance for putting up Troops Out
postérs and ones with an abortion
information telephone number. We also
helped in the campaign to stop big
business and holeliers the
building of a new Simon Community
hostel for Lhe homaless.

In Dublin the WSM has started a series

and maga- . -.-|.- .

_ zines available to an audience who don't.

disturbingly high vota achleved by the
MSL/National Alliance in the Italian
general election, it was appropriate that
one of these was about fasciam and how
to beat it Another marked the T5th
anniversary of the Limerick Soviet’, when
that city was taken over by the workers
as pari of their fight against Britiah
militarism.

In March we published a pamphlet about
the fascist threat in BEurope, which was
sold in cinema queues where Schlinder's
List was showing. We also participated
in the Anti-Nazi League demonstration,
which brought about 500 onte Dublin's
streels, to malke it clear that while there
are few fasciats in Ireland we intend to
keep it that way.

&

Since 1950 Irish farmers, especially
the top 20% of them, have pockeated
mors than hallof tha billions received
from the EC. Less than one
hundredih of thess funds went
towarda programmes for the long term
unemployed. Meanwhile farm
incomes have gone up 37% over the
last two years. The yield from farmer
taxation is now leas than that from
ihe old, the sick and the unemployed!

In spite of the Employment Equality
Actand the Antl-Discrimination (Pay)
Act many employers still gel away
with treating women workers worss
than male employees. More than
fifteen yoars aftar the introduction of
equal pay laws in the 26 counties,
women workers earn only 62% of
men'saverage earnings. Ona nhourly
bagis they are paid, on average, £2
leas,

W

&0% of the tax relief in the 26 counties
on morigage intereat and VHI
premiums goes to the top 20% of
earners. Only 5% goes ts the bottom
half.

LEE S]]

While workers' pay rises were kept
down o the the PESP level, there
were no restraints on the rich, Last
yearexecutive directorsaveraged 12%
and shareholders 13.4%. The seven
AlB executive directors averaged
ES526,666 each, sarning more per hour
than most workers get for a weselk.

Of the £530 million the Child Suppart
Agency hopes to get from “ahsant’
fathers in Britain and the North, just
ES0 million will go to mothers and
their children. The rest will go the
government Treasury. So much for
the Tories’ claim last year that the
Agency would be a8 major help to
mothers and children

FRRES

According to ths [rizsk Times

Ireland (and Britain) have been

: “abolished by the Tory govern-

ment. For years they set
minimum

tries like catering. As of last
February 7th they are no more.

THAT'S
CAPITALISM

GES COUNCILS in Northern -

' pay rates in of
: tﬁahﬁﬂmnﬂrhw_piimm-

industrial correspondent, Jackie
Gallaghsr, £250,000 was spent
during the negotiations on the
Programme for Competitivensss &
‘Work. Twenty union officials turned I
up each day. Most of them “wpens
their time playing cards, having
guires and on one cocasion kaving g
ging song”. Snacks included stoak
aandwiches. Wine was sarved with
the meals. Indeed the drinka facility
had to be cut off at one stage because
80 much was being consumed.

Having being conned into accepting
wage rises Lhat may not even kesp up
with inflation (the PCW), workers
now sse top professionals get much
bigger increases. The current chisf
executive of Telecom, Fergus
McGovern, gets £70,000 a year. The
maximum laid down in the Gleessn
guidelines for top public servants pay
is £81,000 (six times the average in-
dustrial wage). The new chief
executive will be hired as a
‘consultant’, which will allow him to
be paid ‘fees” of over £100,000. Peter
Owen, the new Aer Lingus chief
executive is also a ‘consultant’, and
the same will probably happen at the
Mational Treasury Management
Agency which was set up outside the
eomtral of the Central Bank so that its

senior emplovess would not be bound r

by the Glesson guidelines

BEEAR

According to the MSF union 14% of
the workfores in the 26 counties earn
less than £115 per week. Of full-time
employees who earn less than £3 per
hour 16% of them work in the very
profitable banking, finance and
insurance ssctor.

longer be allowed to
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Peace, Provos, Protestants and o Workers Republic

neither orange nor green

continued from page |

the British state, but ons you just don
hear about in the malnstream preas
Indeed in the aftermath of the Heathrow
attack the mainstream centred on Gerry
Adams threat of mors [RA spectaculars
to come. Except of course Adams, it
transpired, had said no such thing. His
words had been changed through the
application of what it politely know
now-a-cays as spin. As usual however
the ariginal (false) remarks got front page

the workers as the way forward. “Our
party paper, Toweards a Lasting Peace in
Ireland, clearly places the onus on the twe
gFovernments fo secure change. [t
especially calls on the British government
o Jyoin the persuaders®and on the Dublin
governument o pereuade the British that
partifion ix & feilure..”

Ha also clearly put forwand the idea
of Hume-Adams as a pan-nationalist
alliance saying "credid must given also to
Albert Reynolds... the firgt Taoizeash
to Aave taken the stepa ke has taken o

._ -; _.'h

1974-94; From “wermorists to politicians

address the core issues of a
negotiated settlement™ and again “we
need particularly fo consider how we
can appeal to the ne Gonal sentimend
that i sfrong particularly af the
grassrools of Fianna Fai..*

BELL OUT, BENSE DR
INEVITABLE?

Now is all this a sell out? Well no,
despite the twisis and turns of

beadlines, the correction recelved no
ooverage or 4 oouple of cm's

The peace talks represent the
ditching of Sinn Féin's left gloss and a
return to good old nationalist politics,
pure and simple. They started with the
Hume - Adams dialogus, a atill secret
document but one which clearly sl out to
demonsirais that the northern national-
ists could be brusted (by both Dublin and
Lendon) to ‘behave” in the event of
Britiah withdrawal. Once Sinn Féin
might have talked of nationalising
foreign sections of the economy, now
according to their recent pamphlet on
The Esonomics of Irish Unification they
expect that the British government will
coplinue to pump around £1 billien a
year into Northern [reland.

‘Gerry Adams gave a special St
Patrick’s day address as part of the
process of spelling this sut. In it he said

“ITrizh history has been scarred and
mutilafed by the support which fhe
British governmeni gives fo unionizmand
the consayuent inabilily of unicnists o
come fog democratic accommedation with
the rest of the Irish people. The British
Zovernments role ag persuaders iz key.
That isobuisus * APYRN March 24, 1994

What all this means is transparent.
In the past Torles have feared that
British withdrawal would lead toa “Cuba
off the British Coast®, that a Sinn Féin
victory would lead to widespread nation-
alisation and social upheaval. But Sinn
Féin is no longer talking at all of that
kind of victory. To expect Britain to give
E1 bilbon & year aftar withdrawal clearly
ses withdrawal not in the context of a
defeat for imperialism but as a different
way for imperialism to manage Ireland.
The unionists are the problem, we are
told Britain acting as » persuader is the

potential solution.

Adams Ard Fheis speech was laced
with such a perspective. Rather than
appealing to Prolastant workers he said
"It ir alsc time that the Protestant people
haa rd the voice of reason and sanily from
their loaders. They need a De Klerk to
lead them and us inio the rext century.”

The left in Sinn Féin would once
have talked of the spirit of James
Conmolly, I'm sure nobody needs the
difference between Connolly and De Klerk
spelt oul for them.

Adsmas Ard Fheis apeech = 5 quils
clear about' what Sinn Féin are © Tariv;

and how they are o te ruling
class of Britain and In rather than

republican politics from the "Year of
Victory® militariam of the 1970's, to
the community politics “ballot box and
armalits™ of the 1980'% this la what has
always been the core of nationalist
politics. It is no more a sall out than
Fianna Fdil's attacks on healtheare or
Thatcher's attacks on the trade unions.

The purposs of Irish republicanism
isand was tlosee [reland as Robert Emmet
put it “take its place among the natlons of
the world®, A place which includes thoss
key featurea of all the other nation states,
alisnation, copa and the rule of &
minority. Not just in Ireland but every-
where in this century it has been a fault
of the left to accept the popullst rhetoric
of natisnalist moevements, from
Micaragua to Cuba as socialist.

Sinn Féin wants the same sort of
settlement that the ANC and PLO have
‘won. Where the post boxes get a lick of
green paint, and the harp replaces the
erown on the caps of the police. Where
the existing state {and yesterday's
enemies) control what were their
puppets (be it loyalist death squads or
Inkatha) in return for a guarantee of
stability from the anti-imperialisis’. We
recogriss these things as a step forward,
the ending of legal apartheid or the
sectarian siate in the North would not be
trivial things and just as we would fight
against their introduction, we support
their ending. Bul they offer only relative
crumbs to the working clasa.

Unifica-
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On tha other
hand any sattlement
thatdid not rectify the
imbalances would
alfar nnlhi.ng (1)
Catholic workers.
War weariness might
cause it to be accepled
but in the longer lerm
reaista mned LS il'utl.ll-l.h‘-t
would ba sure Lo
reappear and without
any left alternative
wouwld pr chab l]-
repeal the svents of
the endof the 60's and
atart of the T's
Secthonsof the far-laft
have supported jusi
such a republican
‘surrender’ in the
impression that this
would give them room
te grow, In the south
howoaver many people
consider the border
irrelevant to their day
to day lives. Here too
the far laft has failed
to break out of
isclation, suggesting
there's more than the
border in the way in
the narth.

5o what are the
two possibilities?
With the end of the
cold war and the
collapse of the
northern sconomy,
Britain’s long term interests in staying
have declined. A significant ssction of
the ruling class would seem to want out
if they eould leave stability behind. Lat
us not get oo excited by this however,
another section wants (o stay under any
circumstances. The debate may be lean-
ing towards the first section at the
mament buk the wind could easily change.
The question is are they willing to pay
the price of stability?

That price comprises maintaining
the current living standards of
Protestant workers, including finding
20,000 or 80 new jobs for thase currently
working in security. Let's assume they
keap 10,000 to police this new’ Ireland.
It means offering a substantial encugh
bribe to the local rulingclass to pull them
(and the unionist parties) behind such a
solution. It also means pulling up the
standard of living of Catholics to a level
where the deal appears to offar
something and creating a mechanism to
achieve equality of opportunity and
access over a period of time. [t would
appear from their calls for a Proteatant
De Klerk, Britain to‘convince” the unjon-
ists and continued investment from Brit-
ain that this is what Sinn Féin bopes for.

tion  under The  kill
capitaliam T“Hhhiﬂhm
th of pounds, the
gt numberof problem baing
problems for Lhat HEI:IM in
the rulingclass. recession would
First amongst have severs diffi-
thess is Protes cultisa finding
tant privilege. this money. Isthe
The northern British  and
Protestant - Southern Irish
workers may ; ruling class pre-
have the second 1994-7? and then junior bosses? pared to pay such
worst living a price? It would
standards in Wikh the & fh.:.u unlikely.
comparison with any group in Britain exceplion bambings of the
hﬂ-uﬂ'ﬂllhlﬂﬂlhl'ﬂmp_ %“mﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘rmhpﬂmﬂ

northern Catholic workers. What's more,
Inum:mnlhlrhnhﬂlﬁlh
percentage of unemployment about
30,00 Protestants are dependant on the
‘security forces’ for a job. If all that is on
offer is nuwmw

be

the 548 ‘recordof loyaliam it could
Rt b ool o e

exceptions) the ruling class has managed
to lsolate Lhe problem to the six counties
and keep costs down. Thatcher once
boasted that there had been more British
troops killed in driving accidents in West
Germany than in northern Ireland. The

. British ruling elaga js b going w

suppert withdrawal unlesa it can be

_..___._7-1
L -

* Part of the problem, not the solution

and that it would be cheaper to leave then
to stay.

GAZA MARK 1T

Tha second option would be of the type
worked out by Israel and the PLO. Token
improvements oould be made that would
redistribute poverty, the local rulingclass
bought off and any opposition destroyed
by massive repression from the relevant
side. Perhaps Britain would withdraw
politically but possibly retain troops on
the ground in a peace ‘enforcement’
capacity, through the EC or UN.
Perhaps they would be U5 troopsa. The
new regime could then try and create a
new stability through force.

Is this a possibility? It's one fraught
with difficulties for the ruling elass.
.Bl'ﬂlil'l'l policy of Ulsterisation
introduced under Labour and stepped up
under Thatcher meant replacing British
tr::pl- with local police and UDR (RIR)
where posaible, and arming loyalist death
squads to do the dirty werk. But theas
official and unofficial forces retain some
loyalty to the community from which
they come, the Protestant working ¢liss,
Britain has been testing this loyalty in
recent years with its partial (very)
clampdown on the UDA. In turn the
republicans would have similar problems
in getting its forces to police its side of
such a deal. Such an option would be far
from straight forward for the ruling class
(and needless s say disastrous for us).

Whatever the posaibilities, and some
of them are very unattractive, all Sinn
Fﬂnhprnqmn;;thuh:mumr
which will include mass unemployment,
low wages and all the other features that
make Ireland an attractive investment
for imperialism. Otherwise how can they
expect £1 billion from Britain?
Thllh-hrﬂhuﬂm-idum
only anarchism can rid Ireland - porth
and south - of poverty and reaction. That's
what we will continue to fight for, peace
deal or otharwise: the class war goes on

Andrew Flood
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1994 Year of the Family - back to your place or 'back to basics™

Parents, puritans and poverty

1994 HAS BEEN declared the UN Year of the Family. The Irish Committee for the
International Year includes state bodies like the Combat Poverty Agency & the
Council for the Status of Women and Catholic ones like the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul. Family Solidarity were also members but walked out in protest at token
places being given to two groups working with single parents. This committee has
received £400,000 from Leinster House.

The increased violence in society and fears of social decay have even liberal
commentators calling for a to return to "family values". Yet what does this really
mean? What are those values? In this article Aileen 0'Carroll examines the role
of the family and the reasoning behind the Back to Basics campaign.

In the ninetsenth century Napolean 111
went to war Lo silence popular oppoaition
against worsening conditions at home.
In the US, Bush and now Clinton
manufactured the “war on drugs’ in part
ty defleet attention from the LUS
recession. They blamed Colombian
cocaine dealers for job losses, pay cuts
and factory closures rather than the
policies of the Democratic and
Republican parties. In Europe all the
major parties are pinning unemployment
rates on immigrant workers.

EASY TARGETS

In the UK under the banner of Back to
Basgics', the Conservative Party embarked
on & vigorous moral erusade. The first
victims of their offensive were single
mothers. Why single mothers? They are
an easy targel. Most are burdened down
by poverty and isclated within the home
(50% of single parents live on leas than
£100 a week, only 42% of them work
outside the home). Though there are
groups who seek to represent single
parents, in general single mothers are
unorganised. They do not have economic
muscle with which to fight back. They
are stigmatised and pushed to the
margina of society and so It's more
difficult for them toform a pressurs block.

The government wanis to cul down on
ihe amount it spends on social welfare,
making us pay for the recession. The
changing age profile of western Europe
meansthat as the proportion ofold people
in society is increasing, so also will the
amount of money required by the
government to pay out in old age
pensions increass. The recovery that the
government hasbeen hyping almost since
the recession began has yel to arrive,
leaving the government with mounting
welfara bills.

Alongside the reduction in the amount
spent on social welfare the government is
attempling o reinforce the Victorian
distinction between deserving poor and
non-deserving poor. The blame for the
cutbacks is shifted onto the poor them-
gelves rather than on the governmentl's

s '. { Ir L .r 3 ..I 4 ok . I'Il-‘q
l____ 1 it ! S O . :
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* Mo divorce allowed. On June 26th 1986 ﬂmrderendmntﬂ:llqwdhmhm

failed. This was

to the rai of the
had broken
dissolution of marriage”.

own social and economic policies. They're
pitting single mother against old age
pensioner in an attempt Lo divide, rule
and deflect attention from the real causes

of poverty in society.

It has also been argued that Back to
Basics is a bid to drive women into the
workplace in an attempt to drive wages
down. However the facts don't necessar-
lly agree with this. Trends in westarn
capitalism indicate a shift from full-time
work to part-time and contract work.

ite the pleas of women such as those who chamed themse lves
ing that their marriages, like thousands of others,
ThnEmﬂiﬂmHM'mhwmnbeﬂlﬂﬂfuﬂm

Women constitute the majority of the
part-time workforce. Thair Wages are
less than full-timers and in the case of
B e ke
Y pay, t's
elc). They can be hired when required
and let go when the market slumps.

Union organisation has meant that
employers haven't been able to drive
wages down for existing workers.
Instaad a new level of lowly paid contract
jobs (such as the ‘yellow pack’ jobs in

Irish hanks) have bean introduced, which
replace full-time work. In Britain the
number of women amployess will for the
firat ime exceed the number of men with
joba. This trend is mainly attributable to
rapid growth in part-time posts (often by
splitting full-time johs) which had gone
ovearwhelmingly to women (Dept of
Employment figures). However, such ls
the level of unemployment in Britain at
the moment, the Tories don't have any
problem getting people into low paid jobe

as it is. The motivation behind Basic to

Basica s to drive down the coat of the

Wellars Stats.

Concerns about Britain's ability to

continus baaring the cost of the welfare

state dus Lo the rising costa of old age

pensions have been “greatlyexaggerated”

according to a study published by the
London School of Economica!. The scare
is used to justify government cut backa.
The Irish government also is a akilled
master at this line of argument; playing
primary schools against third level
colleges, the unemployed against the
PAYE sector, with not a mention of the
money owned in taxes by businesas (like
the £12 million owed by Xtravision)

The Back to Baaics drive arises not out of
pure economic need alone. The Tory
party is deeply divided internally over
Eump? ll'ﬂlil presiding over the worst
recession since the 1930, Back to
Basics s an ideclogy that unifies the
Eurosceptic and the Eurcliberal. It's a
astrong united front that turns
newspaper headlines away from the
recession, away from the crumbling
welfare state and the dividons within
the party.

Initially single mothers were targeted,
now sex manuals are banned, sex
educationalista are cautioned and
“political correctness® s attacked.
Following a serles of sex acandals, the
Tories are trying to turn the tables
around. The state funded Health
Education Authority originally commis-
sioned the sex manual “Your Pocket Guide
to Sex'. Assoon asit came off presses the
Health Minister banned it, describing it
as “smutty”. The Secretary of State for
Education publicly criticised a nurse ina
Leads school for answering children's
t_]mﬁunl on ‘blow joba' saying he was

incensed” when he heard how she was
conducting her classes.

While thers are no direct and obvicus
sconomic gains in thess moves, in the
long term foreing people into reliancs on
the family reduces the coat to the stats of
mhlﬂllhn.ubr.]mm.m
in The Family® “the constant theme of
social policy has been the need o ensure
stability in family life and whenever
social or political elites have felt at all
threatened a part of their response has
been to argue for a revival of ‘stable

R il i oo i i
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The Anarchist Idea

Socialism and Freedom

IN THE LAST twenty years, political unrest and
turmoil has been a stranger to few corners of this
world. Time and time again mass rebellions have
occured in countries as far apart as South Africa or
Poland or El Salvador or Northern Ireland. It is not
any wonder. Oppressive regimes are found through-
out the world, in the East and in the West. Butter and
wheat mountains continue to grow while in other
parts of the world famine is an ongoing way of life.

It is a scenario that contrasts bleakly
with the fact that the resourcea and
wealth oflthe world have never boen as
developed or rich. Every man, woman
and child could live in comfort as they
wish, if the wealth that is there now
could be distributed equally. The
United Nations has stated that if the
money spént on armas and armaments
ware diverted into food and health cara,
«tarvation and hunger could be
vhiminated tomorrow from the werld
But it haso't happened. Instead, over
the last 15 years, the gap between rich
and poorio every country haswidened.

Neverthelass, despite the odds and
against the immense power of some
states, some people have fought back
against these injustices. In South
Africa, the Phillipines and Korea,
collective action by people has made
change. Insome casesthe most repres-
sive of regimes have been stopped in
their tracks or even overthrown, But
what isoften misasd inall thess events
is that millicnsof ordinary pecple have
dope something aboutthesystems they
live under and their lives. They have
challenged the authority that rules
them and won some improvements,
through their own actions.

Anarchism is the idea that the massof
people, the working class, can change
the world for the better replacing the
erploitation, inequality and imjustice
that are all armund today with a new
world based on socialism and freedom.

Such a society would be radically
different from the class societias we
pow live in where the interests of the
rich, who own and control the wealth of
the world, comes first. [nstead
anarchism ia the idea of 2 world where

there are oo classes - the rich having
been sent packing. Where society is
run and controlled through councils by

those who produce the wealth in
sociely, the working class. Where there
is absolute freedom of ideas, of
movement and of the (ndividual,

Anarchism is a society built on the

abolition of all tyranny, in society and

in the workplace, based on a belief in

the right to freedom of everyone,

Anarchism may at first glance seem
utopian, but it has not been pulled out

of thin air. Thoogh it has existed as
long as tyranny itself, being based on
the idea that human oppression of any
sort is unjustifiable, it has grown into
what it it today on the experience of
workers in many countries. Anarchism
first amerged as a workers’ movement
in the International Working Mens
Association in the 1%th century and
spread from there, particularly to
Italy, France, Spain and Latin
America. [is ideas played 8 part in-
many revolutions, but in particular
Russia in 1917 and Spain in 1936,

Anarchism won such infloence, in the
workers' movement, partly because of

constantly being asked to make
ancrifices and to tighten their balts for
tha "good of the country”. The things
wa most depand on like housing, haalth
eara and education are the very things
that are being “cutback™ by the
Governmentwhile all the Hmae the huge
wealth and profit of privats industry
remaina ralatively untouchad by taxea.
Wa are no atrangers to this in Ireland.
Anarchism opposes this situation,
which to greater or lesser dagrees, is
carried onin all countries. Anarchists
argue that this dosan't happen becauss
wa have "bad® governments buat
because it is the way that capitalism
works. 1o a sociaty where a small rich
class controls things, it is inevitabls
that they will expleit and make tha
poor pay for as moch as possible, And
thay do.

But aswas said anarchists also cpposs
things becausa it isn't necessary that
they, be so. yCould society be run
without the rich? Of course it could
The owner of the Woolworths chain of
shops, whiles away her day trying to
decide which of her five mansions in
Miami she will live in the next day. It's

5 W M.
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itsadvocacy of direct action by workers  P8FdY a productive contribution to the
themselvesinchangingthings, butalse World's economy. Unlike the rich,
because ofitsopposition to the authorj-  Workersalone carryoutthe daily grind
tarisnism of the workplace under ‘h8tkeepsall servicesgoinginsociety.
capitalism which divides people intoa 1 @ otherside to thingsis that richand
feworder-giversand amajorityoforder-  POOF shoud notexistin aworld that has
takers. Other socialist ideas have Woulth, food and resources aplenty.
often accepted this side of capitalism,  1he one thing standing in the way of

Theessential idea of anarchiam isthat

the inequality and suthoritarisnismof
capitalism is neither acceptable nor
necassary. Workers snd the poor are

abolishing poverty is the interests of
therich class. For them, the struggle s
to keep things the way they are
unequal. Thay have never been richer
and they lika it like that

Apart from bwing an ides opposed to
capitalism and anidea aboutthe waya
bettar world could be run aparchism is
alao a practical way to bring about a
socioty of socialism and freedom. The
traditional “way”, in countrieslike ours,
iathroagh tha ballot box. Itis here that
weare told that changes can be bronght
about if we want to make them.
Anarchists don"t agree with this and
oppose involvementin the parliament
for twe reasons. Firstly, real power in
society dossn't reside there. Itismainly
s talking shop. Even if you did get a
socialist party electad to Government
that stood for the abolitdon of capital-
iam (inatead of the pormal stuation
where they stand for simply an
increass in dole payments or a cut of
two pence in the tax rate) they wouldn't
be allowed to doit. The lawsofthe land
enshrined in the Constitution "protect™
the way things are, which favours the
rich, from being radizally changesd.

Such a situation was exsctly what
happened in Chile in 1973 when the
Allende Government proposing minor
land reforms was drowned in blood
after the Army movedin to "save Chile
from socialism®. More recently the army
in Haiti rejectad the election of the
reformer President Aristide and
imposed 8 reign of terror. In other
words then, real change through the
parliment is a sham. As long as
parliament confinesitself'to miniscule
or meaningless change it will be
allowed to function. But to challenge
the basis of capialism - wage labour
and private property - {s just not on.

But there is also ancther reason why
socialism can't be brought about by
electing a socialist government.
Anarchistsargue that socialismis about
the working class running scciety
through workplace and community
councils - in other words democracy in
all partsofhuman activity. Itisthrough
this that a real equal distribution of
wealth can take place. But most
Socialist Parties don't believe in this
idea at all. Rather they see socialism
as something else. Por them it is the
idea of their Party which “represents”
the workars interests taking control of
the Stats and “making it work for the
people”. Anarchists argue that this is
a nonsense. The State (s a hierarchical
institution based on one section of
people making decisions and others
(the workers) following them, an idea
alien to socialism.

Anarchists also say that oo one can
actually “represent” workers interesta
but workers themselves. Once elected
Lo power socialists experience the very
opposite to what workers put up with.

confinued on back page
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ANARCHIST IDEA

ANARCHISM AND IRELAND
QLD OUT ! A new edition will be
available in early 1995

ABC OF ANARCHISM by Alexander
Berkman ....answersthe questions you
always wanted to ask: is anarchism
violent, can we live without
government, how counld society be
organised, who canchange society, isa
revolution necessary? £2.00

ANARCHISM by Daniel Guerin....the
essentialideasand howthey were taken
up by the anarchist movementin [taly,
Russix and Spain. One of the bast
introductions to anarchism available.
£1.85

ANARCHIST ECONOMICS by
Abraham Guillen ...it's all fine io
theory but would it work in practise?
This book sets out to show how. £1.00

ANARCHY by Errico Malatesta
....mini-paperback putting forward the
objection to government from above.
£1.75

WHAT IS ANARCHISM? ...arecent
pamphlet from Freedom Press with
contributions from anarchists past and
present. £1.95

ANARCHY A GRAPHIC GUIDE by
Cliford Harper ... briefintroduction to

the ideas of anarchy, with stunning
woodcuts.. £5.95

PARLIAMENT OR DEMOCRACY by
Kevin Doyle ...why anarchists don't
vote for Spring, Reynolds, Molyneaur
or any other power-seeker. Why the
parliament syatem fals far shortofreal
democracy. £0.50 A Workers
Solidarity Movement pamphlet.

BAKUNIN ON ANARCHY (edited by
Sam Dolgoff) ....writings by one of the
founders of the anarchist movement.
£10.95

BAKUNIN, MARXISM AND THE
STATE ...compares the ideas of

Bakunin and Marx on freedom and the
state. £1.50

BASIC BAKUNIN ....short guide to
the ideas of Bakunin. £0.60

GODANDTHE STATE by M. Bakunin
-..hard hitting attack on the churches
and the state. Not the best argued of
his works, but it provides plenty of food
for thought. £1.00

THE WAGES SYSTEM by Peter
Kropotkin ....first written as a chapter
in“Tha Conguest of Bread®, {ts stands
on its own as an excellent exposition of
the anarclist attitude towards wage
laboar. £0.25

ANARCHISM AND ANARCHIST
COMMUNISM by Peter Kropotkin
....two short pamphlets now reprinted
in a single volume, £1.95

THE STATE: ITS HISTORIC ROLE
by Peter Kropotkin ....the title says it
all. £1.95

WK NS
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PETER EKROPOTEKIN - HIS
FEDERALIST IDEAS by Camillo
Berneri ....short pamphlet by a noted
[talian revolutionary. £0.25

FRA CONTADINI by Errico
Malatesta ....a fictional conversation
about whether the bosses have a ‘right
to their property, whether government
is neceasary, whether socialism can
work. £1.10

LIVING MY LIFE (volumes 1+2) by
Emma Goldman ....the life storyof the
famous anarchist in her own words.

MANIFESTO OF LIBERTARIAN
COMMUNISM by George Fontenis
«..one of the key texts of anarchist-
communism. The capitalist systam we
npj;!nnrthl anarchist one we want, the
politics and organisation we need to
achieve our goal. £0.60

ORGANISATIONAL PLATFORM OF
THE LIBERTARIAN COMMUNISTS
by Nestor Makhne, Ida Mett, Piotr
Arshinov, Valevsky and Linsky
~..drawn up by a group of exiled
Eussian and Ukranian anarchists in
1926. All of them had participated in
the revolution and the ensuing civil
war. This was their attempt to
communicate theirexperiences and the
leasons they had learnt to the

international anarchist movement.
They stressed the need for di sciplined
anarchist organisation, built on and
relating to the working class. A
Workers Solidarity Movement
pamphlet. £1.50

IRELAND

IRELAND: AND BRITISH
IMPERIALISM ....a collection of
writings from Workers Selidarity
dealing with why Ireland was
partitioned, republicanism, loyalism,
and the prospects forworkers unity. A
Workers Solidarity Movement

pamphlet. £1.50

THE RISE OF THE IRISH TRADE
UNIONS by Andrew Boyd ....popular
history of the unions from 1729 up to
the present day. Could do with more
about the unions over the last forty
years but still the best book on the
subject. £4.95

HAVE THE TRADE UNIONSFAILED
THE NORTH? by Andrew Boyd. What
is the record of the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions on civil rights and
sectarian discrimination in employ-
ment? Why has the leadership of the
trade union movement conformed so
willingly to the wishes of government?
Do the grants the unions get
undermine their independence?
SPECIAL BARGAIN: was £4.50 - now
reduced to £0.50

LABOUR IN IRISH HISTORY by
James Connolly ....the classic history
of the “people of no property” £1.35

THE STORY OF IRISH LABOUR
J.M.McDonnell....a hriafhutwrrmﬂ

account of the history of the Irish work
ing class, £0.80

THE STORY OF THE LIMERICK
SOVIET by D.R.O'Connor Lysaght
Eéﬂ‘:gzmzsh g
e g m:u“'ihntﬂmt

MAYDAY! by John Cunningham

...Galway and Inte
Workei's Day, a local Mr:?‘m l

IRELAND UPON THE DISSECTIN
TABLE BY James Connolly ,u'i

,mmdrﬂfﬂ[lﬁ-"“"hﬂum take townards
imporialism, religious bigotry and
._qrgani.'l-"'li on an all-Imland basis

£0.80

CITY IN REVOLT by John Grey
~James Larkin and the Belfast dock
strikeof 1907, Aninspiring episode in
our history, when even the police cama
out on strike. £7.85

LOCKOUT ...produced by the 1913
commemoration commitiee. Articles

on the Irish Citizen Army,the hoatile
relationship of pationalism and
socialism in the lockout, poverty - then
& now, the 1990 Industrial Relations
Act. £2.00

OTHER COUNTRIES

PARISMAY '65....ayewitnass account
of the rebellion in 1968 by am
anonymous author. Very interesting
and readable. £1.70

THE PARIS COMMUNE AND THE
IDEA OF THE STATE by Michael
Bakunin ..written after the Paris
workers managed to briefly seize power
in 1871. £0.35

THE CIVIL WAR IN FRANCE by Karl
Marx ....his report on the Paris Com-
mune prepared for the International
Working Mens(sic) Association. £1.00

THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR:
ANARCHISM IN ACTION by Eddie
Conlon ...why the war started, the
workers' response, the role of the
anarchists, was a revelution possible,
the aparchist contribution in
industry and on the land, their role in
organisingthe anti-fascistmilitias the
Stalinist sabotage of the revolution,
why Franco won. A Workers Solidarity
Movement pamphlet. £1.50

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH
REVOLUTION by Vernon Richards
-...investigates the defeat of the
Spanish revolution and looks

critically at the record of the CNT
“leadership™, £4.45

COLLECTIVES IN THE SPANISH
RE‘#ﬂi.ll‘.iITIDH by Gaston Level
S Sm put into practice during
the civil war. Plenty of detailed
information about the achievementsof
the collectives in heavy industry, the

towns, the vill
£8.95 (hard ages and on the land
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THE ANARCHISTS IN THE SPAN.
ISH REVOLUTION by Jose Peirats

the first 100 pages are a brief survey
of the working class movement going
back te the founding of the Spanish
section of the First Intarnational in
1868, and the struggles that were a
prelude to the events of 1936-39. The
rest of the book is taken up with a
comprenensive, eritical history of the
Spanish Civil war and the role played
by the anarchists, £6.60

DURRUTI: THE PEOPLE ARMED by
Abel Paz ...forty years of struggle,
jailings, exile, living underground,
strikes and revolution; the legendary
Spanish anarchist lived many lives.
Thisbook is hisatory and alsoa history
of the Spanish revolotion. £8.85

SPAIN:REVOLUTION & COUNTER
EEVOLUTION ...réprints of articles

from the British anarchist paper Spain
and the World, which appeared from

1936-39. Firsthand accounts of the
constructive aspects of the Spanish
Reveolution: the collectives in
industry, agriculture and public
services; reports from the front, ete.
E£5.50

TOWARDS AFRESH REVOLUTION
by the “Friends of Durruti® ....an
excellent assessment of why workers'
powerand liberty wasnotwonin Spain
in 1936/27. Written by a group of
aparchist militantsafter the‘July Days’
of 1837 when the republican ruling
class and their Stalinist allies attacked
the revolutionary workers and their
organisations. £0.80

ACHRONOLOGY OF THE FRIENDS
OF DURRUTI' by Paul Sharkey
...about the above group. £0.40

THE BOLSHEVIKS AND
WORKERS' CONTROL by Maurice
Brinton ....a very detailed work that
sets out to discover what workers’ con-
trol really is, and why state capitalism
rather than sccialism triumphed in
Russia. How the working class took
control through their own factory
committees and soviets; and how this
was taken from them. BHBrinton
explains why Bolshevik control was
not the same thing as workers' control.
Esseptial reading for anyone who wants
to know what happened to the
liberatory revelutionef 1917 and what
prepared the way for the dictatorship
to come Lo power. £3.95

FROM BOLSHEVISM TO THE
BUREAUCRACY by Paul Carden ....
Bolshavik theory about the
management of industry and what its

¥ | B |
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Red and Black star,

enamel on metal.
T

practice meant for the workers. £0.35

THE RUSSIAN TRAGEDY by
Alexander Berkman ....the dafeat of
the great ideals that inspired the
revolutionaries of 1917. £2.75

THE ANTI-CLIMAX by Alexander
Barkman ....the final chapter of the
author's 1920721 diary. How the
revolution was defeated by Lenin and
the Bolsheviks. £0.45

INTRODUCTION TO*MY DISILLU-
SIONMENT IN RUSSIA" by Emma
Goldman ....howthe Bolsheviksturned
a freedom loving revolution into their
own tyranny. £0.20

HISTORY OF THE MAEKHNOVIST
MOVEMENT by Piotr Arshinoy ....tha
struggle of the Ukranian anarchists to
make the revolution and defend it from
bath Tsarists and the new rulersin the
Bolshevik party. A piece of history the
authoritarian left still tries to keep
hidden. A gripping book. £5.50

THE KRONSTADTUPRISING by Ida
Mett....the firstworkers' rising against
the bureaucracy in Russia. What the
workers and sailors wanted, and the
bloody response of the Bolshewviks.
£1.75

SEXUALPOLITICS=

DIVORCE: UNDERMINING THE
FAMILY? ....ap cutline history of the
family and the roots of womens'
cppression from an aparchist
perspective. First produced during the
1986 divorce referendum, it is still as
relevanttoday. A Workers Solidarity
Movement pamphlet. £0.30 [An
updates ediion will be published in
Autumn 1994]

THE IRRATIONAL IN POLITICS by
Maurice Brinton ....sexual repression
and authoritarian conditioning, how
capitalism conditions us to accept a
secondary role. £1.50

THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRI-
VATE PROPERTY AND THE STATE
by Frederick Engels....very good foran
understanding of why women are
oppressed, and why there is nothing
‘natural’ about such oppression. £4.00

COMMUNISM AND THE FAMILY by
Alexandra Kollontai ... discusses house-
work, childeare, marriage, prostitution,
& equality between men and womenin
a post-revolutionary society. £0.70

SEXUAL RELATIONS AND THE
CLASS STRUGGLE by Alexandra
Kollontai ....how capitalism distorts
sexual relationships. £0.80

WORK

WHY THE WORLD ECONOMY [SIN
CRISIS by Peta Green ....short and
easy tounderstand explanation of why
capitalism cannot avoid a slamp after
each boom'. £1.10

IN PLACE OF COMPROMISE
....published by the British Anarchist
Workers Group. Puts the case for a
national rank & file movement within
the trade unions, to countar both the
bosses and the ‘new realism’ of the
union bureaucracy. Traces the history
of rank & file action, explains the affect
of the Tory anti-union laws and points
to the politics neaded for mounting an
effective fightback. £1.20

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MOTHER JONES ....born in Cork in
1830 in Cork, she want on to become a
living legend in the American labour
movament and remained an activists
up to her death at the age of 100. Inhar
pwn words, read how he marched at
night over mountains with two
thousand women armed with mopsand
brooms to deal with scabs and spread
the mipers strike. And much more.
£5.50

WAGE, PRICE AND PROFIT by Karl
Marx ....capitalist economics
explained. Unfortunately theauthor's
style does not make reading this
pamphlet too easy a task. £0.50

WAGE LABOUR AND CAPITAL by
Karl Marx ....looks at the rel ationship
between workers and bosses. Much
pasier to read thao the above title.
£0.50

MISCELLANEOLUS

THE POLL-TAX REBELION by Danny
Burns. An eye-witness history of the
anti-Poll-Tax struggle, mainly through
the wordsofthose involved in the fight.
Charts the history from the formation
of the Anti-Poll-Tax unions to the
TrafalgarSquare rict and after. Awell
written and highly readable book. £4.95

TERRORISING THE NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD by Noam Chomsky. Sets out
the new direction of American foreign
policy since the cold war, £3.95

ONU.S.GULF WAR POLICY by Noam

Choemsky. Uncle Noamexposestha US
inthe Gulf! £395

THE MEANING OF SOCIALISM by
Paul Carden ...what doea it mean?
What are socialist values? A
libertarian restatement of socialist
objectives. £0.35

YOU CAN'T BLOW UP A SOCIAL
REVOLUTION ....the anarchist case
against terrorism. £1.20

THE HERETICS GUIDE TO THE
BIBLE by Chaz Buffe........An epic
exposa’ £1.50

MALATESTA: HISLIFE ANDIDEAS
by Verncn Richards ....about the
famous [talian anarchist. £4.40

IWW SONGS ....continually reprinted
and updated since it first appeared in
1909, this is one of the best collections
of laboursongs. Sing along with ‘Casey
Jones - tha Union Scab’, “The Preacher
and the Slave’, Union Maid' and lots
mare. The book isaptly subtitled Songs
to Fan the Flamesof Discontent’. £1.95

FIGHTING THE REVOLUTION:
no.1 ....short biographies of
Zapata, Makhno and Durruti.
£1.15
0.2 ... Louiss Michel, Peter
Kropotkin and the Paris
Commune. £1.35

( Ireland

and British
{ Imperialism

an Irish Anarchist pamphlet

BOURGEOQIS INFLUENCES ON
AMNARCHISM by Louis Fabbri ....why
anarchism is pot viclence, chaos or
mindless revolt; and where such
misconceptions come from. The title
may bea 3 bit off-putting but this
pamphlet is an easy read. £1.20

UNTYINGTHEENOT ... Includes
the classic “Tyranny of the Structure-
lessness” by Jo Freeman.

OBSENITIES, BUSTS AND TRIALS
o30me thoughts from legendary
radical comedian Lenny Bruce.

WORKERS SOLIDARITY ...Irish
anarchist paper. If you would like
some free back issues with your order
let us know and we will send them on.

s

+This represents only a selection of available books and pamphlets. We can obtain almost anything in print.
+The prices of imported publications tend to change as rates of exchange rise or fall.
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frocialists o
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¥ Workers
Anarchism, then, is an idea
based omn revolutlonary

the
ndustral action of

{ society by

In the evervday

WOTFLETs
cless struggle its aim is to
build as mach working class

ANy &8 TH r...“_...

It a FEUes

for workers to strengthen

thair organsations and their

capacily to take contrael from
the bosses. Thix starts with
taking control of theirunions
&k local level Anarchism

ks from this to the
situation where workers will
be strang enough by virtue of
LRl i _...__u_._.mw.:....... to take

ntrol There is no middla
ground. At the moment the
DoEReEs are strong and in

[ &4 But when the tims

mes when
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» Lhey must smash
1the State and
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thiz would lead to “anarchy™
and chaos “How could tha
workers run things - they
wouldn't be able.* But
anarchists have complete
faith in ordinary people
running the affairs of the
Far from cheos
ensuing, things would get
much better and moresver
people would get the
practical experience for the
first time of having a huge
degree of control over their
lives - one of the main
“._._1._....9__:.. __._.J_.:..mn."._.u.,_._._.

world

But it is also on the question
of workers immediately
running society that
anarchists differ from other
revolutionary socialists.
Marist-Loninfsts such asthe
Bolsheviks in Russiain 1917
bolieve that the working class
isn't “ahle® initially to run
society. Inm the transition
period they need the Party to
"guide” thern and show them
the right road. But apart
Irom the lack of faith in
workers' capabilities, thora
15 also also another side to
the Party in that it sees itsalf
a8 the most “sdvanced®
section of workers. It argues
that it “knows best™ for
workers and that moreaver it
has Ehe “long term” interests
of the class in mind while
_.__._....1.r....T.,_ in thair workplaces
Lend to b shortsighted and/

r nave leézs P _.._".:..n.__.__.
advanced vigws It asiTibas
to itsalf the Tight® to make
deécisions aboye wiorkers'

nterests which the workers
must follow, since the party

! ;
s more “palitically matgre®

Anarchists don't agred with

this elitism. In a revolution,
made by the workers, which
ig about achieving their
liberation from capitalism
there is no other supreme
suthority than the workers
councils. Moreover, a Party
that takes control of the State
during the revolution,
believing itself to be
“mfallible” and having a more
advaned view tham the
workers about what
socialism is about is & recipe
for a dictatorship. This is
H_u_._.._.._.._.m_u. what ___.uv__—._...:.___.._.“_. in

il —

Russiain 1917, Rather than
sncouraging the workers
councils in Bussia at the time,
the Bolsheviks n._“.._nn__._u__.
undermined them.

Thie first esconomic Commis-
sion in Hussia had no
workers' delegates on it at
all, only appointees of the
Pa riy. Simila T._.._... the Balahe-
viks ...::.___.._._._. ta contral the
vaeas workers could hear
,H.T__....__. didn't trist workers to
support Holashevik ideas
because they bast
represonted their intorests
bt instead banned all other
political proups, includingthe
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Thas the revolution was stifled
and crushed by a Party that
claimed to be doing it “all.for
the workers®

Anarchists argue that the
means used to build socla]ism
and ends achieved are
connected. Thus a Party which
achieves power believing jtself
to be “above” the working class
cannot but end up creating a
rigid hierarchial society all over
again. In Russis the
Bolsheviks created a state
capitalism in which the profits
and privileges went to the
senior Party membsers - the new
bosses. Far from “guiding® the
workers to socialism, only

tyranny and capitalism
resulted,
Finally then, anarchism is the

idea of & free socialisl society
and how it can be schisved by
the direct mction and strength
of the working class. [tsconoep-
tion of socialism s based on the
collective ability of the working
class and an abscohite belief in
freedom Anarchism is
different firom all other types of
socialism. It advocates
revolutionary change by the
working class, but not so that
the anarchist are enshrined in
power. Rather its ideas are
about the working-class alone
creating and running sochety
through new means of economic
and political administration.

Anarchistsstand uncompromis-
ingly for a pew world Tt willbe
organised from the bottom up
and production will be to meet
peoples’ needs, not for the
private profit of a few.
Anarchist society will make real
the old call “from each
aocmrding to ability, to each
according to need®. Ewvery
individual will enjoy complete
control of herhis life with oo
limition their freedom as long
as they do not encroach on the
freedomm of anyone el se. That 18
what the Workers Solidarty

anarchists, from being able Movement is fighting for.
to make their views known,
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famuidy values,

Back to Basics isn't unique to Britain and
the Tory party. The ‘moral majority’ of
Regan and Bush in the US has been
uplu.l!l!d hl:l" Clintons attacks on ‘walfare
mothers’,

They aim to creats a situation whera it is
gocially unacceptable to rely on social
welfare for support. Hence they argue it
is Srreaponaible’ to have children on low
incomes. Instead of debats being centred
round the state's responsibility to
pm’ri.du for its ti“ieﬂi, it is cantred on
the individual's requiremant to be salf-
calering.

The agenda belng sat, is that the problem
facing society is the poor themselves
rather than the reasons why they are
poor. The question being asked s how Lo
contain the burden the peor cauwss rather
than how to eliminate poverty.

The stale can reduce the cost of
maintaining the soclal welfare by directly
cutting the amount of money it allocates.
However, many governments are aither
in too weak a position to do this, or have
already cut as much as they can. By
reducing the amount of people actually
claiming, spending can be reduced
indirectly. The ground is also being
prepared for future cuts,

The purpose of this ideological battle is to
drive people away from the conceplof the
welfare state and towards notions of
individual responsibility. The family
rather than the state will bear the costs
ofchild care as well as support for the old,
ill and impoverished in society. A vast
unpaid workforce is ereatad by pushing
women back into the home.

A single mother claiming benefit will
now be forced to name the ather of her
children. In many cases, rather than be
forced into contact with vislant ex-
partners, women will simply not claim.
Instaad they'll be forced to rely on their
own families for financial support or
indeed for child care Il they intend to

work.
THE FAMILY

Sy, as well as imposing cuts, the
Conservative party is waging an
ideological war against single mothers
and in favour of the family. In this
respect capitalism has changed little
ginece its birth. The industrial revolution
saw the expounding of the nuclear family
as the only acceptable mode] in society.
Responsibilities for child care, housing,
health and care of the elderly no longer
lay with the community or with the lord
of the manor. Inatead it was expected
that the smaller unit of the nuclear family
would undertake all care for the
workforce.

Eeonomie elreumatancs foreed women W
act a8 nurses, childminders, ecoks and
cleaners. Similarly, men were forced to
sell their labour power to provide food
and sccommodation. The state reaped
the rewards of a seli-catering, cheaply
maintained workforce without having
any role in the upkeep of that workforce.
Single mothers have been singled out for
attack because they do rely on the state
for help. Indeed many Conservatives
have been quite explicit in saying this.
Peter Lilley, the Social Security
Secretary, complained that these women
were ‘mar the atate’; that ls
depending on the State for financial
assistance, rather than depending on a
husband.

The entire prepaganda of the
Conservatives has been consistently

aimed at re-enforcing the family as the
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(zas Masks
and Pantyhose

The Back to Basics propagandas
campuign has been undermined
because the Tories fafled to mesat
their own moral standards. In
condemning the Tory party we must
be careful not to take on their
morality. There's nothing wrong
with shagging. Noone should expect
human sexual behaviour to be
expressed in only ona way. It's
strange that while we accept
diversity in tastes in food, musie,
book, films when it comes to sax we
talk of rights, wrongs and norma.

Heterosexual panetrative sexin the
missionary position is assumed to be
the norm. Yet, who would ever as-
sume that most normal people eat
meat and two veg every day of their
livea? Who would think it was
peculiar to consume and enjoy curry
or chilli or potato soup. While
varietyis accepted and unquestioned
in every other one of our senses, our
sexual behaviour is regulated by
culturally (and sometimes legally)
enforced rules. Rules so deeply
embedded in society we often aren't
even sware of their existemca.

fundamental unit of society. John
Redwood, the Welsh Secretary said “ the
natura! state should be the two-adull
family®. Virginia Bollomley hypes '-ll“P
with “without [families], individuals a
like a frantic whirl of atoms, attaehed m
no one, responsible o nothing, creating @
paporous sociely not a solid one™. Michael
Howard, the Home Secretary, sald “we
must emphasise our belief that the
traditional two parend family is best, best
for parents, best for society and above all
best for the child”, To be more honesat he
might have added best for capitalism.

However, instead of honesty, the
Conservatives have justifisd their
crusade by making up facts and lying
about academic ressarch. The Guandan
(911/93) reported on a paper commis-
sioned by the British cabinet and
prepared by senior civil servants. [t
dismissed three of the key arguments
used by the Conservative politicians to
support their attack on single parents;
that benafit rates encouraged women to
have children on their own, that there
was a link between crime rates and
criminality among children of single
mothers, and that thers was svidence

The problem with the Tory party is
pot that thay have extra marital
affairs or that some of them enjoy
cross dressing. Sure they are guilty
of hypocrisy and often of lying to
their friends and family. However
the trouble with criticising these
things, is that given that their
morality is the dominant one in
society it can look as we support
their basic viewpoint. It can seem
that we would accept the Tories if
only they'd be more honest in bed.

Capitalism attempts to limit our
sexuality in order to keep usin line.
Maost obviously they've targeted gays
and women. If only for our only
personal well being, we should be
aware of how these factors operate
uponusand how theycurbthe range
of experiences available to us.
However a far greater crime of the
Tory party in Britain and of the
ruling class world wide is the way it
keops us the working classin either
poverty or wage alavery. Onos their
economic systam tumbles down,
their rotten and weirdly restrictive
morality will erumble withit. And
then we will really start to have fun.

that women became prégnant to get
council housing. Yet spesches at the
Tory party conferance, two weeks after
they had seen the paper, showed when
the truth is not useful it's just ignored.
Blatantly lying, Peter Lilley said "T've got
a little list. [of7 young lodies who pget
pregnant just fo jump the housing list

YICTORIAN VALUES

This isn't the first time the
Conservatives have manipulated and lisd
about academic work to justifying
implementing it's political agenda.
Indeed though the Tory party are on a
moral crusade ko bring back Victorian
values, they are particular as to which
values they wish to keep, a point which
was well made by Gwendolens Stuart' in
a pamphlet on Thatcher “fthey have]
plehd from that period selectively the
sentiments and values of the most
oppressive class...deriding the real
values of that period, the values of
ordinary men and women who
to work collectively together to advance
their quality of life.”

There is nothing new or original about

Page 7

the prossnt cam palgn. As Dr.John Harria
commants “Af the beginning of the 20th
century there was already a firmly
entablished belief that the family was in
decline and decay as a result of the grouth
of industrial society”. The introduction of
women into the workfores, the growth of
unions and organisations repressnting
youth removed them from the family
environment, giving them greater
indepandence.

Tha mows to the citles brought with it
poverty, overcrowding and crime. The
changing structure of the family was
blamed for this rather than the affocts of
industrialisation. The reaponss of social
planners was to re-defins women's roles
within socisty. Argumenta aboul women
being naturally suited to domesticity and
about their need for protection in a
morally corrupt world were introduced.
Conearn over declining birth-rate raised
“motharhood” to a new level in social
recognition. Tha first Mothers Day was
celobrated in 1907 with this in mind. The
80 called sexual liberation that followed
World War [ was followed by a moral
backlash.

On one hand legislation was introduced
which removed many restrictiona on
women working, on the other ideology
was created to prevent women from
taking full advantage of the new
opportunities availables to them. Again
and again the family valusa have besn
used by capitalism as a bulwark against
progresaicn and to deflect from the misery
eaussd by it

NAME THE REAL ENEMY

It's true that the scandals have
undermined much of the Back to Basica
propaganda program, however this
doean't mean the Tories have failed. Tha
Child Protection Agency, deapite
negative publicity, is still in place. The
Agency targets men who are already
paying maintenance rather than track
down those who pay nothing because this
way it Is easier to reach target figurea.
The force of the moral crusade may have
collapsad but the policies behind It are
still baing implemented. More
importantly a consensus is being created
that the cost of the welfare state is no
longer justifiable.

Capitalism is & crusl and unjust system.
It has caused people to live in poverty for
over 200 years. It couldn't survive
without a strong ideology justifying ita
actions. In England at the moment we
can ses the re ng of such an
ideslogy. It is up lo us io name the real
enemy, not the poor, the weak or

disposssssed in society, but rather
capitalism.

' published by the Joesph Rowntree
Foundation. Report in The Guardian,
November 9th 1993

?The Familly, a Social History of the 20th
Ceatury, edited by Dr. John Harriss
(Harmags, 1992)

Y The Other Side of the Com; Margaret
Thatcher, from a working women's point of
view. (Gwedolen Stuart, 1987)
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PCW vote

Significant minort

AS EXPECTED the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions
Special Conference voted to
accept the Programme for
Competitiveness and Work, by
256 to 76. Unions opposed
included the ATGWU, TEEU,
MSF, NUJ and the FUGE which
represents low paid messen-
gers and cleaners in the civil
service.

The vote in favour is a setback for
militant trade unionism. The PCW is
about pay restraint,joblosses and pro-
motion of 3 fctitious ‘partnership’
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government. It isacontinuation of the
PNR and PESP which hammered the
low paid, unemployed and growing
numbers of poor.

A campaign against the deal was
mounted by Trade Union Fightback,
an alliance of rank & file shop stewards
and activists. Sadly the current level
of demoralisation among union
members meant that their campaign
was a pale shadow of the one waged
against the PESP in 1991. TUF has
since disbanded. Howeverifthere was
a drop in the numbers campaigning
there was no noticeable drop in the
numbers opposad to such deals

Within :he]nrg-mt.uninn,ﬂlm.

between workers,” bosses and
— z T
R L y
- s A i B
™ Ery
! ! B JOBS D
il h.lﬂ." x

29 508 (329%) voted againstin a turmout

of about 50%. In most jobs where even

one individual made the argumentas for

2 ‘no’vote they were usually successful

in winning over the majority. This was

done in a situation where the union
literature carried only pro-PCW
propaganda. In the best tradition of

SIPTU style ‘democracy’ the Branch

Secretaries were prohibited by head

office from sending out circulars to

members notifying them when Branch

Committees decided to recommend

against butthe National Executive was

allowed to put their recommendation
actually on the ballot paper!

In Trinity College the shop
stewards, representing 440
manual & clerical staff, countered
the Executive by affixing their
own 10 reasons to vote no” to
each ballot paper. Here the votls
against was 5.6:1. Similar tactics
weare used in several CPSU
branches.

We have to face the fact that
mass unemployment, mounting
poverty and over two decades of
centralised wage bargaining have
left many good union activista

ty say no to union leaders

demoralised. They are doubtful about
the posaibility of fighting back against
the bosses and bureaucrats. The vola on
the PCW hasn't halped.

Rather than get depressed at the
failure of TUF we should be awars that
large rank & file groupings are created
when workers are fighting the boases,
are confident, and then find the union
officials are trying to sabotage their
struggle. The need for independent
organisation within the union is then
posed. Struggle creates genuine rank &
file movementa, not the other around.

At a time when workers are on the
defanaive and lacking in confidence any
attempt to creals such groups will at-
tract only small numbers of activists.
This is not to deery such attempts (where
they arise from a genuine desire to take
on the officials) but to warn againat any
unrealistic goals at this stage.

However all ia not bad news. There
are activista who want to fight back.
Lataly we have seen the COLT campaign
to get the unions to fight C45s in the con-
struction industry, the anger at
threatened pay cuts and redundancies in
Irish Rail and the marathon strike &t
Molan Transport for union recognition.

The struggle is far from owver.

MNone had been members of these par-
ties until literally days before their
selection. ©Olive Braiden had
previously been out canvassing for
Mary Robinson (an ex-member of
Laboury and Frances Fitzgerald of
Fine Gael. Now she is going for the
hat trick with Albert's gang. Orla
Guerin has had no known involve-
ment in party politics. Alan Gillis
was too busy pleading for rich
farmers Lo be given yelt more EC
money to find time to join a party.

Yol they all ended up as party
candidates. The only reason they
were asked Lo pun was that they are
wel]l Enown. Mot because their
politics are well known, not because
they even have any known political
commitment - but simply because
their names are well known.

FORCGET THE POLITICS...
JUST GET THE IMAGE RIGHT

Braiden is supposed to give
Fianna Fiil a more Tiberal’ image in
Dublin [while they run Catholic
bigots like Bamonn O'Cuiv for a
Galway Ddil seat]. Lane's job is to
hold on to the big farmer vote that
Fine Gael has enjoyed since the 1950's.
And Guerin is helping Labour to build
a new image, the ‘modern’ party that
FP:::hrr Robinson into the Phoenix

Demecratic Left didn't want to
be left out either. They are running
Pat'triple mandate’ Rabbitte because
theiropinion pollssuggestad he would
ge=t a higher vote than sitting MEP
Des Geraghty. With all of them it is
a case of personality being a damn
sight more important than policies.

All of this shows the contempt

THERE ARE so many parachutes in the sky we can no longer see

the sun. They are dropping ‘personalities’ into the June Euro-

election. All the major parties in the 26 counties have selected
‘names’ to run for them. Fianna Fiil got Olive Braiden from the

Rape Crisis Centre; Labour got RTE’s Orla Guerin; Fine Gael got

the Ranchers' leader, Alan Gillis.

that the parties treat the volers with.
There will be little time given over to
discussing manifestoes or policies. There
will be a lot of time given over to what are
no more than personality contests. Maybe
the Workers Party should try to recap-
ture a few of their old votes by standing
down Tomis McGiolla and getting Bono
or Gay Byrne o run instead. Or Sinn
Féin could ask one of the Wolfe Tones,
and the Progressive Democrats could fly
in Clint Eastwood.

Anarchists are not taking part in
this charade, we are not be calling for a
vote for anyone. Mot this time, not ever,
It is because we are democrats that we do
not take part in parliamentary elections.
Sounds odd? The key question is what do
we mean by democracy?

WHO HAS THE POWER?

The right to the vote was part of the
hard won struggles of workers (and
suffragettes!) over the last couple of
hundred years. Obvioualy it is preferable
to live in a parliamentary
rather than a dictatorship. Even the
most flawed democracies are forced to
concede rights that dictatorships do not,
such as relative independence for trade
unions, the right to limited demonstra-
tions, a certain amount of free speach,

ete.

However the real purpose of parlia-
ment is not to ensure Ih.muntfj is run
according 1o the wishes of all the le,
cherishing all their views tqﬁ]],!ri
Parliament instead providesa democratic
facade beyond which the real business of
managing eapitalism goes on.

A seemingly endless series of
business scandals, from BCCI o
Goodman, gives us some idea how the
real decisions are made in the boardrooms

D ————

it only encourages them

rather than the debating chambers. In
the unlikely event of a government
getting elected which goes *too far” in the
eyes of the bosses they are quick to use
any means to remove it.

The best known example of this is
perhaps the removal of the democrati-
cally elected Allende government inChile
in 1970. Th:hadlthmph:lmbﬂngh
a limited package of reforms and

capitalism. Indeed we argue
constantly against any ideas that
make it seem such elites are neces-
sary. :h'lti.n.l for rulers (whether you
do so critically” or any other way) is
supporting the idea that society
should be divided into rulers and
ruled. 'We want to end that division
Jjust as much as we want to end the
division into bosses and workers.
The alternative we support is
anarchism, where society is
organised to benefit the many and
not just the profiteering few. It is an
alternative where anyone eflected by
a decision will be able to have a say in
making that decision. Power will
come from the bottom up. A system
of workplace and community
councils, federated nationally and
eventually internationally, will
-mu:l:::l this is done in an
orga efficient and
democratic way. -

Alan MaeSiméin
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Making changes happen

Evolution

alnid

Revolution

THEIDEA OF evolution has always been important to socialists.
Except for a handful of utopians most have thought of socialism
in terms of human progress and improvment. Thisideawasgiven
ascientific basisin the nineteenth century by socialists who saw
society as evolving through stages towards socialism (not that it
would stop here socialism would just be the end of pre-history
real history could then begin.) Most socialists believed that the
struggle towards socialism was a striving of people to develop

and move forward.

So socialists have been united by the idea
of the human race advancing towards a
better society. They have been divided
ahout how Lo get there. A major division
has arisen between does who believe that
socialism can evolve passively through
education and example and those who
believe it has to be fought ﬁ:-r.*_

CAN CHANGE OCCUR BY
ITSELF?

As capitalism began to develop during
the nineteenth century small groups
began to question the system and whether
it ran in the interests of everyone. Most
of this criticism was moral. capitalism
was seen as evil because it dennied
humans their through potential and
freedom. One of the first practical
solutions put forward was to build a new
soclety from within capitalism. This was
the idea of forming socialist
co-gperatives.

Some of these settlements were
models of socialist ideas in practice with
all goods held in common and an equal
say for all. For example a Co-op sel up at
Rahiline Co. Clare in 1831.

This was founded when the owner
John Scott Vandeleur donated his 618
acre estate to the erginal tenants. The
Ralahine Agricultural and Manufactur-
ing Co-operative Associalion was an
instant success All land was held in
eommon and workers were paid in labour
notes. These could be redeemed for
supplies from the committes bul such
was the abundance they were hardly
required. The committes was alected by
all the ex-tenants and was made up of
bath men and women.

Unfertunately Vandeleur lost all his
money gambling and the estate was sold
to pay debts. The worker's signed a
declaration®We rhe under-signed

Ppness.
:;rdE‘Ih History of the Irish Working
lass)

The area quickly settled down to the
old pattern of police and landiord
violence apd agricultural revolts exactly
asbefore. Despite the best intentions of

F |

the co-operativists few wanted to follow
their example and just hand land to the

nts. Mone of their schemes led o
socialism though some gave a clue as to
how it might work in practise. In Ireland
today modern farm co-ops are just limited
eompanies. Many are among the most
sucessful capitalist enteprizes in the
country.

ISLANDS IN THE STREAM

Unfortunately these isolated social
experimentsare doomed to failure. There
can be no islands in the stream of
capitalism. Any such group has to enter
inte economic relations with the modern
capitalist economy eventually.

The only other choice is total sslf
containment and isolation like the
religious colonies of Hullerites,
Menonites and Amish in America.
Though these societies spurn war and
vioclence and hold all goods in common
they are also conservative, sexist and
rooled in tradition. They have basically
stood atill for 400 vears and ignored the
world around them. They cannot move
forward because progress and evolution
is ultimately based on social and human
contact.

IS THAT A BALLOT BOX IN YOUR

Summer 1994

The striking thing about
parliamentry democracy is its entirely
undemocractic character. John Stuart
Mill the 19th century liberal philosopher
aaw democracy as a form of government
in which *the intellectual classess would
lead the government and the
government would lead the stupid
classes” Whatever about the intelligence
of *democratic® governmenta they
certainly rule in the interesta of a
minority class. The "stupid classea™ get
to mark a card every few years and
otherwise put up or shut up. Capitalist
democracy is merely an exercise in masa
dissfranchisement.

BIOLOGICAL CRISIS

S5 how do we anarchisis see socialist
jdeas evolving? Evolution is not
necesaarily a smooth and even process.
The modern veiw of evolution in biclogy
is & story of long periods of stability with
little change separated by briefl crisis
periods. Within this short periods of
evolutionary time there were huge wavea
of evolutionary change along with mass
extinctions. During this time hundreds
of species perished and hundreds of new
ones evolved. This idea was first put
forward by a materialist zoologist;
Stephen J Gould. It is to the idea of
materialism that we turn to for our veiw
of how societies evolve.

Society does not progress slowly and
smoothly but after long pericds of
evolution there are brisfer periods of
revolutionary change. Capitalism, for
example, evolved slowly from within
feudalism. However the actual
transition from feudalism to capitalism
was marked by upheaval and social
revolution throughout Europe. A new
class of merchants and capitalists
overthrew an old order of lords and
monarchs, Demoeracy and the nation
atate replaced a nelwork of earldoms and
dukedoms losely bound together by a
king or queen.

REVOLUTIONS

Our view is that, unfortunately, major
social change does not happen quickly or
easilly. Anarchism won't just happen. It
will only succeed when the majority of
society have the ability and the wish to
run it in their ewn interests,

In practice we see revolution as
building from the ground up. Workers
infringing more and more on the boases'
profit margins and eventually question-
ing their right to make a profit on the
backs of the working class and taking
over their workplace. As the struggle
progresses more workers setup workplace
commitees, councils and eventually
defence militias. Groups begin to
federate upwards on the basis of
democracy, delegation and recallability.
This is a revolution desired by many not
imposed by a few (as most past
revolubions have been)

Inevitably when faced with a major
challenge the bosses and state will be
ready o fight to defend their wealth and
power. We have to be ready to fight to
defend and forward the revolution.

With good organisation, most people
on our side and much of the army coming
over we would hope this would not be a
long or bloody fight. We are certain the
system can't be reformed out of
existence. [t has tobe destroyed. We are
revolutionaries not out of blood lust or
becauss we think it sounds cool. We are
revolutionaries because it is the only way

Des Me Carron
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Find
Out
More

The world's wealth is produced by us
- the working class. We ought to

enjoy the benefita.
The Workers Solidarity
Movement is a&n anarchist

organisation that fights for a 32
county Workers' Republic.

We stand for a socialism that is
based on freedom and real
democracy, a soclety based on
workplace and community councils.

This kind of socialism has
nothing to do with the state
capitalism that was practiced in
Russia, and still is in China, Cuba
and ocher police states.

We oppose coercive authority,
and hold that the only limit on
freedom of the individual should be
that they don't encroach on the
freedom of others.

Aas part of our fight for anarchism we
are involved in the struggles for
higher wages, for trade union
democracy, for womens rights, for
joba.

We oppose all divisions in the
working class. We fight against all
attemptis to set Protestant against
Catholic, menagainst women, skilled
against unskilled, old against young,
hetrosexual against homosexual.

We are opposed 1o the British
state’s presence and Lo partition. We
defend peoples’ right to fight back.
But we are not nationalists, we do
nol merely want to get rid of the
border. We want to unite our class
and create a totally knew Treland.

I want more information about
the Workers Solidarity Movement.

NAME

Returmn to WSM, P.O. Box 1528,
Dublin 8.
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Dear Comrades,

One minute to midnight on
Friday 15th April and the rail strika
is averted. SIPTU left it o the last
minute leaving the company sweat-
ing it out The unlons pever had
problems with negotiations. The
strike notice was only served afler
the company suspended workers for
pol accepting new tralning arrange-
ments which they were being forced
to take or face being auspé nded. The
company had repeatedly refused to
enter negoliations because this
productivity deal had been on the
table for thirée years. .

The mass media could not hide
from this one. It was to be the first
pational rail strike in ower 40 years
But they hid the facts about the
dispute and concentrated on one
single issue - claims that the drivers
earn up to £20,000 a year. A gimilar
claim like this was used againat
workers in the Wateérford Glass
dispute. It attempted to portray the
driversas privileged workersand thus
divert public support from their cause.
They failed to mention the T0-80 hours
work per week or spending 4-5 hours

‘L on a train with no toilet facilities

aften endured by the drivers.
If the productivity deal goes
ahead drivers will be asked to
operate trains without guards, in
other words do two peoples’ jobs. The
guards will be re-deployed to other
depots and most likely do other jobs
than their own. Drivers could lose
their mileage allowanece which they
garn for long distance runs and also
work a five out of seven day week.
Ssturday and Sunday would become
ordinary days and overtime lost.

On Friday at lunch time the
company organised against their will,
17 temporary Draftsmen and
Engineers to go down o Roaslare to
be used Lo man the port, tying up
beats, erecting the gang plank, and
collecting tickets. None of the staff
had been trained to do these duties
The company wers prepared to put
passengers safety at risk in order to
maintain profits. Fortunately this
did not go ahead. In the short term
the workers have won and the
company are on the run. Watch this
dispute closely. It may develop into
massive strike action

TEEL member,
larnrid Eireann

sSunce this letter was written there have,
of course, been further developments.
For themoment the leadershipof SIPTU,
which wenl over the heads of the union's
own Faul Council, managed 1o head off
srike action. No surprise that Artley,
Browne & co. behaved like agents of
mansgement! How far reil workers can
be pushed before they fight back i the
question.

Send your letters to
Workers Solidarily,

P Box 1528, Dublin 8
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Prepare to Sink the
Service Charges

The Poll Tax Rebellion by Danny
Burns. AK Press. £4.95 (available
from WSM Book Service)

IN THE LAST issue of
Workers Solidarity we
discussed the proposed
introduction of service
charges in Dublin. We
pointed out how they
were a grossly unfair
form of double taxation
on ordinary PAYE
workers. How can they
be resisted? A refusal to
pay campaign in
Waterford, Dublin and
Limerick beat the water
rates in the 1980s we
believe a don't pay, don't
collect campaign can do
so again. Conor Mec
Loughlinexamines a new
bookonhowthe Poll Tax
was beaten in the UK.

This bock was completed by
Danny Burns in January 1992.

He was secretary of the Avon [} f =

federation of Anti-Foll Tax
Unions and eo-ordinated the
campaign in the South West. He
was also one of the thres non-aligned (ie.
non-party members) on the executive of
the All Britain Federation. The bock isa
history of the growth of the non-payment
campaign which involved thousands
through the Anti-Poll Tax Uniona
(APTUs).

It is a refreahing change from your
typical history book in that the events
are seen mainly through the eyes of the
people directly involved. It is writlen as
a story beginning with the growth of local
APTUs and moving on to courthouse
disruption, bailiff resistance and leading
to the Trafalgar Square riot and the
eventual defeat of the Poll Tax.

In total 17 million people in Britain did
not pay their Poll Tax. Some would
argue that this was purely passive and
that most of the non-payment was “cant
pay” rather then “won't pay.” This book
clearly illustrates how thousands,
perhaps millions were very Actively
involved inthe fight againat the Poll Tax.

The tax was first greeted in Scotland
then. Hritain by the formation of local

' APTUs.- By November 1989 there were

1000. Most groups started small but
many built up memberships of 500 and

more. This was a campaign which drew
in thousands who had never been in-

volved in politics before.

NEW TACTICS

This meant that new tactics and ap-
proaches were needed to get people in-
volved. For example in Easton in Bristol
tha local union was built on a door to door
hasis. Firstly a groupof 5 or 6 friends got

together and organised a public meeting
to see if there was any interest at all. 50

happening. Networka of kids kept an eye
gut for balliffs and sheriffs. Pensioners
and parents working at home organissd
telephone trees and were ready to
assemble at & moments notice to defend
houses from aheriffs and bailiffe

In fact bailiff busting became a high art.
S0 much so that many debt collecting
firms went bust. In Edinburgh a group
called scum bustars were equiped with
squads of ears and CB radica. Several
minicab companies in London performed
g similar service.
Poindings (whereby a
sheriff can walue and
remove goods) were
resisted by erowds of
hundreds in Scotland
(they didn't have the
power to do it in Wales
and England). Bailiffs’
houses wers picketed and
sheriflfs offices occupied.

The movement was bullt
from the grass roots up.
It was based closely on
already existing commu-
nity networks. Capital-
ism has broken up many
traditional eommunities
and created in their place
vaal estates. However in
some cases this has
back-fired on them. For
example in Mayfeld
(sounding not totally
unlike it's namesake in
Corkl;

+ "Our area is mostly made

o i up of housing schemes.

* Ope of the many angry demonstrations outside ::“M" “;:1:;"‘:”%
courthouses when non-payers were summonsed ] Mwmnm

pecple turned up and some joined.

The next stage was to drop a window
poster inte around 2000 houssholds.
Posters appeared in about 100 windows.
These were then approached directly and
asked to join the group. They then
carried oul a local survey. This was not
really a scientific poll more of a pretext to
sound out local feeling.

In the end the union had about 300
members. It atlompted to keep people in
touch by having street reps and a local
news-letter. This was useful as it
informed people that they were not alone
and that non-payers were all around
them. Using these tactics APTUas
succeeded in changing non-payment from
a passive individual act to an active
collective one in many cases.

MOTIVATION

They also recognised the vital role of
confidence building and political motiva-
tion. The first priority was to convince
people to fight. The second to convince
them that they could win. The aim in
most APTUs was to make all the

members feel that they were an active

and important part of what was

closed doum the pits so there's a high
unemployment rate in this area. The
cenire of Mayfield is the labour club,
everything goes on there. [f's o built up
area there's not a lof of play for the kids.
There's a small community centre, noth-
ingelse around here. But we pay high bus
fares if we go in to town”, (Chris Mayers,
Mayfiald APTID

Necessity had built up community links.
People met in shopping centres, cutaide
schools, at laundries, football matches
eic. As APTUs worked on new links or
tapped into already existing one there
were some changes in perception. “The
barriers of age, sex and race began to
crumble. Ali, the local Asian shophkee per,
allowed us to stick g huge notice board in
his shop window. The local launderette
took leaflets. Some people became
noticeably healthier. Mary Mc Innes, one

group, who occasionally meeded o
ventilator to breathe, and at first needed
imhmMmu‘pﬂq
street to be at Paul Smarts house before
the sheriff officers”. (Bab Goupillot,
Prestonfield Community Resistance.)

n- B

Soma. an the. lalt arbied RF R
- collection of the tax to be fought for within



the uniona. However NALGO (the local
government werkera’ unfon) which was
wan W a non-payment policy refused Lo
lift a Ainger to implament it. Those union
me miwers who tried to organise workplace
campaigns met with, hostility from the
leadership. The book devotes only a mere
two pages in a section on wage
arresiment (o pay tax arreara) Lo the
fdea of non-collection

We believe that non-collection of service
charges could and should be fought for
within IMPACT and the CPSU - tha
unions concerned with collection in
Ireland. If workers can be won over to
this idea then they are making a wery
fundamental statement against tha
state’sright tocollect a new tax. They are
questioning who runs society amd in whose
Lyl e sls.

However given the present atate of the
unions, the low level of activism on the
ground (after yearsolnational wage deals)
and the stranglehold of the bureaucracy
this won't be an easy battle. In fact the
current policy of both IMPACT and the
CPSU supports the introduction of a
head tax to improve local services and
increase employment. They have bought
in totally to the “partnership® myth

In 19861987 there was a major debhats
within the LGPSU (now a part of
IMPACT ) about hespital charges. The
national conference voled for non-
collection but the executive found this
unacceptable and held several repeat
voies until it swung in their favour. This
shows thatl & major union cowld be won Lo
non-payment but any measure which
broke the law would face hostility and
non-co-operakion from the bureaucracy.

THE WORKERS STRIKE BACHK

The huge anti-Fall Tax demonstrations
of 200,000 in Lonfon and 50,000 in
Glaggow was in many respects the
turning point in the Anti-Poll-Tax battle.
The rioting which broke out inwvelved
thousands in a spontaneous outburst of
class anger. 542 police officers were
wourded, thousands of demonsiraters
were injured as police charged with horses
and drove vans at demonstrators

The *Militant® dominated national

executive of the All British Federation of |

APTUs proved they were totally out of
touch with reality. Tommy Sherridan
claimed that those “embroiled in running
battles had nothing to do with our
protest” (post-march press conference)

Sweve Nally (onITN April first) announced
"we are going to hold our own internal
inquiry which will go public and if
necessary name names”. However the
first opinion poll after the riots showed
one third of people felt the fightback
against the police was justified.

Norman Tebbit (from his own class point
of view) proved more perceptive "W you

tell people fo break the law by not paying

the taz, you're nol far off telling them lo
Break other laws as well”, Within weeks
of March 31st the number 8f APTUs had
trebled.

. Owerall a great read. | would only I'i,l'cl'l:'J :

one or Lwo minér quibbles. At one slage

ﬂumlnthmﬁ:lhﬂﬂu#ﬁhﬁhnﬂm '

APTUs was their tactical diversity which
is very true. Howewer he continues that
fircbombing Poll Tax offices could be
included in this list claiming “the
achivites of those who were not prepared
to break the law were nof undermined by
the actions of the few who chose to throw
firebombs. *

This isn't exactly the point though. After
all non-payment was breaking the law,

Falk
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s Their Morals and Ours =

| In February 1992, Emmet
Suag - & qul"-pm-:himrd "socialist®
closaly Identified with the left wing of
the Labour Party - resigned from
Labour's Parllamentary Party,
claiming that Dick Spring was
praparing to lead the pariy into
coalitionand proclaiming that he would
*never volo for a right wing Taciseach
from Fianna Fail or Fine Gael."

InJanuary 15993 - lesa than eleven
monthe later - this opponent of
coalition stood up at Labour's Special
Conference W second the motion that
they enter a *Partnership Government®
with Fianna Fiil and duly trooped
through the lobbies to vote for Albart
Reynolds as Taoiseach.

On formation of the government
he was rewarded for his change of
heart by being appointed Junior
Minister with responsibility for
Housing.

g In May 1993, in his capacity as
minister for Housing, Stagg was
criticised for failing te provide
adequate funding for the maintenance
af Dublin Corporation housing. His
response was Lo blame the “restrictive
union practices..” of Corporation
mainlenance workers and lo threaten
privatisation ofthe maintenance work
When it was put to him by a “Sunday
Tribune”journalist that thisstatement
was somewhat at variance with his
previous supposedly “socialist” views,
he responded - "maybe | wouldn't have
gaid something like that two years
ago, but | wasn't a Minister two years
ago.” L

3 Stagg'sappointment asthe first
ever Junior Minister with direct
responsibility for housing was halled
by supporters of the Fianna Fall’
Labour coalition as evidence that the
new government marked a new
departure and was placing the
homelesscrisisat the top ofits’agenda.
However the number of people on
housing waiting lists throughout the
state has continued to climb and
Eastern Health Board Social Workers
have been in dispute since last year in
an attempt to highlight the lack of
crisis accomodation for homeless
teenagers in Dublin, Stagg's appoint-
ment has merely been a window-
dressing exercise and the housing
¢risis continues unabated (See

THE REASONS WHY
EMMET STAGG
SHOULD RESIGN

..r

* Emmet Stagg on the night he was first elected to the Ddil in 1987

“Waiting on the Waiting List®, Workers
Solidarity no.41)

"4 Emmet Stagg's sexuality is
indeed a matter for himself. However a
positive statement from him following
the Phoenix Park controversy confirm-
ing his bi-sexuality could have done a
great deal to challenge the homophobic
nature of sections of our society. He
glearly decided that his poaition in
government was more important to him.

He is 4 member of a government

which has introduced tax on certain
eociz] welfare payments, brought in
the draconian Public Order Bill,
stitched up workers yet againthrough
the “Programme for Competitiveness
and Work® and failed to tackle the
twin crises of unemployment and
poverty. Yet Stagg still claims to be a
“socialist”. Whe's he trying to fool?

Cregor Kerr

Allrea

ers welcome

D 1 }I in

Anarchist Discussion L

Wednaada}' June lst 8pm
~ Ha'penny Bridge lnn (top floar), Wﬂhug:m q-mr. Euhlfn 2

The Zapatistas
- of Mexico
«.what they stand for
- [this talk will be based on the
mthnyndnmum;!umdhy
i therebels]
M‘Drm Sruﬂun

The  preblem with isclated and
“glamorous” pleces of action like petrol

.bombings ls that they are entirely
 individualistic. They tend to alienate

many Involved in the boring hum-drum
activism that adds up to a popular
fightback. Sometimes such tactics may
be justified in the face of all other
avenues of struggle being closed by the

Ihll- Here though :hqfnrwd more as

a distraction from the resl campalgn.

Another problem is given the secrecy of
this type of action It could not be
democratically planned and agreed by
most of the membersof a particular APTU
so it is not fair to claim to "represent”
anyone in thess actiona.

+ This aside the book is a well written and

highly readable account of the struggle
against the Poll Tax It enscribes the
writing in large clear letters on the wall
for anyone wishing to fight our own
“service chargea®. The only way to defeat
a community based household tax is by
mass community and workplace
resistance.



NUMBER 42

WORKERS
SOLIDARITY

75p outside Ireland

o0p

MAGATINE OF THE WORKERS SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT

SUMMER 1994

Shout it loud

Out and Proud

ANARCHISTS believe that
most people wanttoliveina
society better than the one

we live in now.

The coming into effect last June of
legislation which deeriminalissd cartain
male homosexual acts was the subject of
much celehration in the gay community.
The Minister who introduced the
legislation, Maire Geoghan Quinn was
awarded the Magnus Hirschfield award
for her contribution to the gay
community by the National Lesbian and
Gay Federation. For many It was fell the
bhaitle for equality had been won. This
was certainly the outlook in the national
and international press, Champagne
flowed freely in the capital’s gay pubs
and clubs

The period since then has been virtually
silent in the gay political movement. The
one exception was the Donna
McAnnellan affair. Donna was sacked
from her employment in & gym in Cork
because she was a lesbian. She lost her
appeal in January to the Employment
Appeals Tribunal (EAT). Apart from a
couple of half hearted press statements
from the NLGF, publicity Donna
organized herself and a very small
demonstration, activity was negligible.

Admittedly cases such as Donna's are
now covered by a provision in the Unfair
Dismisasls legislation which place a
macking because of somebody’s sexuality
on the same level as sacking because of
sex, race or religion.

In effect dismissal In such situations is
presumed to be unfair but the maximum
the employee can oblaln ls a year's wages.
The wual award made by the EAT isa lot -
less than that. Re-instatement is very
rare. Most young gays, lesbians and
bisexuals work in poorly paid jobs like
mosl young people in Ireland so sven a
year's wages will not amount o very
much

What Donna faced is the reality for

working class gay people. Being gay in
working class Ireland is not a lot easier
after the legislation than before.
Employment appeal legislation only
works if you succesd in getting a job and
holding onto it for a year, A young “out"
gay peraon is unlikely to succeed in doing
that in their local community.

Gay social wenues, at least in Dublin,
tend to be dearer than almost any other
venue and Lthey only exist so long as the
people running them are making encugh
money. Hence rumours that the ownerof
*The George®, Dublin's only major gay

QOAO

bar, is about Lo sell for a million pounds.
Fifis, a gay club, has already been sold for
a large sum. The concept of the "Pink
Pound® is lauded in the gay press in
Ireland and Basically the idea
behind this is that capitalista should
weleoma gay people because they have
maore money o spend on consumer ltems,
expensive holidays, etc., because they
don't have children. This idea is largely
prrelevant to working class gay people

Moat young gay people keep their sexual-
ity to themselvea for fear of being kicked
out of home. They know that support
from mliuh in such ili:::tinnl is
minimal and inadequate. A propor-
tion of young homeless men are on the
street for this reason. In fact one of the
ironies of the Emmett Stagg affair
recently was that he is the Minister with

Sprakors eom
Class Wir
Orgmmise !
izl Al

responaibility for the homeless. A large
number of homeleas become rentboys to
survive. He should have been hounded
because of his record in housing, not
because of his sexuality.

The reality is that a lot more battles have
Lo be fought before gay liberation is won.
Even the new legislation is not
irreversible. Equality legislation gained
in the 19708 is now being rolled back in
the United States

The gay political movement did not
always ses jts interests as lying with the

government of the day or as being a
single I!lu-unT;;lhdmt:.ﬂur‘_uunf
oppression. saw struggie as
being linked in with other

groups. For example, Gays against
Imperialism was formed in 1981 and
identified the struggle for gay liberation
with the struggles for "national
liberation® around H Block and

prison. Following the Charles Self
Murder case in 1982 and the subssquent
harassment by Gardal of hundreds of gay
men the Gay Defense Committee was set
up.

It was péople like that who organised the
1,000 strong demonstration in protest
against the judgement in the cass of
Declan Flynn who was murdered in a
queer bashing incident in Fairview Park
in 1983. The gang who admitied to

Revolution!

ideas in action

A day of dhcenion for Bbertorion sacicles

Waorkers Solidarily Rloyveiment

0 I Cormelly e, Essex 51, Temgle Bar |
Saturday Zht of May, sdarting ot LD

PH#-EFJI’I.#dd‘Iﬂ.Hl
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Rauhstaly wideot ond ockibsed saelings

killing him and assaulting other gay
people were given suspended sentences.
This march atiracted the support of trads
unions, ¢ivil rightas and left wing groups.
At that time the lasue of gay rights was
taken up within the unbona, the result
being an ICTU policy document with
detall as complete as pension rights for
surviving partners. Thess negeliation
guidelines have been incorporated into
much of the civil service as well as some
private sector companies.

For the gay movement to see its interesis
as lying completely with the government
and the introduction of progreasive
legislation is a mistake. The struggle for
real gay, lesbian and bisexual equality is
far from over. Tactically the real needsof
the gay community will not be met by
relying on the government but the jasue
is wider than this. Oppression because of
sexual identity is but cne facet of state
oppreasion.

Gays ars not oppresssd on of 2 whim but
because of the specific need of capilalism
for thenuclear family. The nuclear family,
as the primary - and inexpensive -
provider amd carer for the workfores,
fulfilled in the ninetssanth sentury and
still fulfills an important need for
capitalism. Alternative sexualitie
repressnt a threat to the family model
because they provide an alternative role
model for people. Gays are going tobe in
the fromt line of attack whenever
capitalism wants to reinforce *family
values®. The intreduction of Clause 28 in
England is a good example of this. The
government made it illegal for public
bodies to “promote’ gay sexuality (ie. to
present it as anything other than a
“perversion”).

This oppression is one reason why the

gay and lesbian movement is of particu-

lar interest to Anarchista. It ia not that
we believe that all gays and lesbians are
revolutionaries. It is because we believe
that the experience of fighting
oppression can show people the nature of
the state and that it is possible to fight it.
It ks through fighting that people learn it
is possible to win, One group winning »
battle gives other oppressed groups
confidence. People gain confidence
through winning struggles.

NLGF feels quite confident with the
coming to Dublin this summer of the
International Gay & Lesbian Youth
conference, and the of an Irish
delegation to the twenty fifth
anniversary march in commemoration of
the New York Stanewall riots, which
kicked off the modern gay movement. It
should taks sdvantage of this new founs
confidence to rethink about its politica.

Louise Tierney

JRISH ANARCHIST PAPER
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