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Quinn and De Rossa merge

parties to form

DORE BLAND than
Blair's Mew
Labour, this

merger came out of the
disastrous results in the
last general election and
in Democratic Left's col
lapse from being a politi
ﬁ Fihl;:]r into an unsus-
na parliamenta
dlique, .

In the past Labour
Mesponded to the disastrons
effects of coalition by
attempting to shift to the left
" recoup jts base. Now they

moved even further to

the right and this merger is
part of the process.
Politically discredited in
the eves of working people
the only way they could ry
and pose themselves as dif-
ferent was to come together
The decline of Labour
and Democratic Left since
1902 was because of their
anti working class policies
while in government. They
are planning to get back
into power as quickly as
possible
'Thr-_r MErger is a move o
try and save as many Dail

spats as possible, Then they
will go into government
with whatever is on offer
Fianna Fail or Fine Gasl, it
makes no difference,

The main eftect of the
merger is to ereate a huge
vacuim on the left in Irish x5 I =
politics. The Socialist Party One TD did stand out. Despite the best efforts of our
intends to step into that vac- stumblebum of a Ceann Comhairle to stifle his
uum. e contributions, Joe Higgt'ns has brﬂught a sense of

Wi will take the socialist & 2 = -

ideas of Connolly and indignation to this place that has not been seen since

Larkin, long abandoned by

Labour and DL, and make _ the dEPa-"fu"_'E of Noel Br?wne.
-...He is the Opposition.”

Sunday Independent, January 3rd, 71999

Tea”ng up HE STy qu'ﬁ-ﬂ ‘-..-“"xj 20 D ||'..--' 5 _Larktnﬁ

them into a powerful force
for real change.

JOIN THE SOCIALIST PARTY

THE REAL ALTERNATIVE




2 News and Views

Local and European Elections

ORRUPT LAMND
‘ rezonings, water
charges, cuts in Ser-

viees and huge waiting
lists, that is the shameful
record of the local author-
ities elected in 1991,

By Kevin Mcloughfin,

Iin a whole number of
areas the Socialist Party
will provide & real alterna-
tive to these right wing and
ineffective councillors in
the elections on 11 June.
The European elections are
being held on the same day.

The last eight vears has
seen profound changes in
Irish politics, Massive cor-
ruption has been exposed.
Elected representatives have
continually pushed through
decisions that have favoured
their hig business friends.

Labour " and DI hawve
batrayed the brust of work-
ing class people, In particu-
lar they played a shameful
role on the water charpes
issue. Scared to face the
people, these parties have
postponed these elections
which were due in 1996,

There is 2 huge vaoum
on thedeft and - m 1900 the
Socialist Party is deter-
mingd fo become a real fac
tor in Irish politics. Local
areas are currently finalis-

ing their preparations. We
will formally launch our
policy platform and candi-
dates for the local elections
within the next month.

We will be standing over
ten candidates, our largest
ever number With our cam-
palgning record and our
clear socialist policies
linked to the excellent work
of our T, Joe Higgins, we
are confident that we will
do very well,

Im Duhlin we are going all
out to try and win four
council positions, In other
arcas we are standing in
order to strengthen our
base for future campaigns
and elections.

Cetting up to four coun-
cillors would be an enor
mous breakthrough for our
party  Ordinary people
would have serious fighters
for their rights on the coun-
cils, It would also put the
party in a good position to
seriously challenge for a
number of Dail seats in the
next Feneral election. Such
a performance would also
expose the false idea some
of our opponents put for-
wand, that is, that we are a
v TINATY o -

Local awtharities take
decisions that impact on
people’s lives daily There
will be many localised

ollonJune 11th
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On June 11th remember who gave you the water tax.

igcues but alse national
issues like housing. As one
part of tackling the hous-
ing crisis the Socialist
Party will demand that cemn-
iral government has a
respongibilite: oo provide
whatever fumds are neces-
sary so that the councils
can build decent affordable
homes for all.

Joe Hippins will be stand-
ing for the Sccialist Party
in the Dublin Euro con-
stituency

Our party will provide a
socialist alternative on a
whaole range of natipnal
and international issues in
this election. We aim to
develop our national profile
and hopefully extend our

political influence  into
A 'u'l'hl-'!]'“l.-! we are current-
Iy¥ not organised.

The Socialist Party will
be linking up with its sister
organisations in Europe
and perhaps other groups
on the left who will be con-
testing the European elec-
tions in order to form a
commaon left platform to

which workeors throughout
the EUF could affiliate to,

Both the waler charges
campaign and the election
of Joe marked important
stages in the development
of the, Socialist Party in
ibetamed, A saccesslol s
tion campatgn next June
will mark a new turning
paint.

HE GOVERMMENT
I has been forced to

concede o pay
increase tor home  helps

employed by the health -

boards around the country:
From' the start of " April
home helps will beipaid a
minimum of £3 an hour
By Mick Barry, Secretary,
Home Helps for Decent

Although £5 an hour is

still a shockingly low rate of

pay the increase represents
a real breakthrough  for
home helps who have

y begun to

organise
d condi-
: - Health Board estimates

to a woman working a 20
hour week.

The government conces
sion of  B4.5 million to
expand the serviee and
Incredase  pay rates was
announced in the Budget
debate on December 2,

The pay victory was won
by women organising, join.
ing a union and fighting
hard for improvements. In
particulan huge public sup-
port linked to a threat to
target politicians in next
June’s local elections foreed
changes.

The campaign is not over
yet. January's Southern

meeting must be observed

very closely to ensure that

are cut to partially
sate for the pay

s¢ to ensure that
e halps will be coverad
» new minimum wage

legislation in 15 months
tirme.

Last but not least the
issue of working conditions
tor home. helps must be
brought to the forefront in
Iﬁﬂ'ﬂ._l-I-::u]hiH-,rs, holiday pay,
PENSIONE, job security and
trade union recognition are
basic rights for all workers
and home helps must
organise to now win all
their rights.

Now that it has been
proved that it pays to organ-
ise, all home helps should
}ni_n the campaipn and
union by phoning Mary
Arrowsmith at 021-3033%4
or Nell Murphy at (21
27715,

Finally the Socialist
Farty is proud of the role it
has played in helping to ini.
tiate the campalen and in
providing assistance right
down the line and pledges
to continue with this work
in 1899,

In memory of
Fran English

MEMBERS OF the Socialist
Party were shocked and
saddened by the news of
the death of party mem-
ber Fran English in
Movember of last year.
Tragically, Fran who had
been suffering from
depression over a period
of time, took his own life.

L Y T LR T T

I first met Fran back in
the 1980s when we were
hoth active as trade union.
ists and socialists in the
Rilmore area. Fran joined
the Kilmore branch of the
Labour Party, as a Militant
supporter in the late 19805,

When we left the Labour
Party in 1991, to set H!
!".T'L]i.hlm Labour, Fran
immediately played a lead-
ing role in bullding the new
socialist organisation in
Dublin North Central. Here
during the early 1990s
Militant Labour grew quite
successfully under the local
leadership of which Fran
played a kev role,

I remember Fran being
VETY serious about building
soclalist ideas in his neigh-
bourhood and in his work-
place, Cadburys.

Fran got more invaolved in
his union SIPTU and
became chief-shop steward
for SIPTU in what was one
of the biggest unionised

private sector workforce in
Dublin. And only as an
active trade unionist can
¥ou appreciate what he was
taking on!

But Fran was also an

extremely  likabhle bloke,
Very open and always ready
to  entertain. He was
extremely popular in his
workplace., Fran like manv
of us in the 1990's, was
swimming against the
stream, strugeling to main.
tain the ideas of Marsism.
And like many of us who
are genuinely concerned
tor our class and its future
we make many sacrifices.
Fran had a lot to give
through his politics, his art
qt]d hiz drama and that's
Just what he did. He made
many sacrifices, mayvbe too
many to his class, his col-
leagues and the ones he
loved.
: UIL[hl’[UnH[D]:-.I‘ Fran
found these Pressures too
much. This compounded
ut]1:.-:- difficulties in his life
and he gave up his unign
POSITION.

Fran will he sadly missed
tf;.- all his comrades in the
socialist Party In partie-
lar OUr sympathies go out to
Fran's partner Jackie and
their children  Darren,
Barbie, Stephen, Pamecla,
Eric, Gavin and Emmet,

By Terry Kelleher

Fran English

Joe Higgins,
the real
opposition

N HIS review of the
lDﬂil in 19493
Dirennan wrotes
“Ope TD did stand ouk
Despite the best efforis?
our stumblebum of &
Coann Comhbairle (o stifie
his contributions, «%
Higgins has brought &
sense of indignation :
this place that has ﬂ:"_
been seen since the depd!
ture of Noel Browne.
“He is one of the
TDs who have Manags
some sort of 111:Equn;a.tu.'-ﬂ
about a Dail which SL'N«
tent to overses the jailing
of two building '-.';i,'1'1_i¢f'-:
for striking for the |':Ef1_
to pay tax, and accept um._
tributions from a ban s
thie ATR - which -:‘.'.'."t"_&'a-'.:l‘."
doesn't bother with b‘Ul-J:
trifles. He: s 102
Opposition.
Sunday an'upcnﬂ'c'n;-
January 3195
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exciting and challenging
year for the Socialist Party.
On June 11th we will be taking
on the establishment political

1 449 PROMISES to be an

parties in the local and
Eurgpean elections.,

The local elections will be an
opportunity to cutline to the com:
munities how the local problems
which they experience arise from
the way our society is owned, con-
trolled and ron by a small elite and
the political parties which repre-
gemnt it.

The hard work which Socialist

aarty members and our Support-
ers have been doing on many
{ssues in the communities will
show our candidates as genuine
fighters for ordinary people in
contrast to career politicians on
the make.

The Euro election will bea great
opportunity to pitch the Socialist

Party against all the right wing
and establishment parties in the
reater Dublin area which 15 one
canstituency. We should endeaw-
our to involve in the campalgn the
countless individuals, campaign-
grs and activists groups with
whom we have worked in Dublin
on & huge range of issues over the
past 25 years,

It is very significant that a num-
ber of political commentators in
the capitalist media pointed out
the opportunity that now exists for
the Socialist Party in the context
of the merging of Labour and the
former Demaocratic Lett,

We pointed out how this new
merger was not an excliing devel-
opment an the left but rather the
coming together of opportunist
politicians whose main aim is to
form coalition governments with
gither Fianna Fall or Fine Gael,
depending on numbers in Dail

News and Views
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“In 1999, we can really
announce our arrival on the
political scene in Ireland”

G 1reann

wie derlded the idea put forward
by representatives of both parties
that somehow Mew Labour would
he greater than the sum of the twao
parts forming it. We pointed out
how both partles had suffered ina
general election 18 months ago as
a result of the disillusionment
among working class people in the
policies and strategy of their lead-
ership in government.

Certainly, the first opinion poll
published in the new year based
o surveys carried  out o on
December 16th last, shows Mew
Labour at 11%, a fall of 1% com-
pared to what the two components
had in a previous poll in October:

Clearly Mew Labour has not
inspired young people in this
country, In an IMS poll taken in
December very few young people
supported New Labour In the
minds of voung people Labour

politicians are a part of the tired
old establishment towards which
they are so cynical, with that poll
finding that 75% of under 25 year
alds hawve little contidence in
politiclans.

However, that same poll showed
the tremendous opportunities for
a political party that is genuinely
radical and fighting in opposition
to the big business dominated
political scene. A huge majority
are sceptical of the Catholic hier-
archy as well as the political estab-
lishment with even higher per-
centages rejecting the church's
views on issues of lifestyle and
morality

With, not just voung people, but
indeed people of all ages, rejecting
the corruption, profiteering and
solfseeking of the capitalist estab-
lishment and its political lackeys.
fhere was never a greater opporia-
nity for the Socialist Party to

develop and grow. With our activi-
tv in 1999, including the crucial
election campalpns, wWe can more
than double our membership and
really announce our arrival on the
political scene im Ireland.

The decision by Councillor
Johnny MeLoughlin of Omagh to
join the Socialist Party in
Morthern Ireland has been enthu-
slastically welcomed by our meme-
bership. Working class people in
his lacality hold Johnny in very
high csteem.

With his experience and com-
mitment to ordinary people and
with the ideas and commitment of
the Scrialist Party, a great step for
ward can be taken in 1999, devel-
oping a socialist alternative In
Morthern Irelamd.

[ wish the readers of the Voioe,
our members, SUpROTrIErs, VOters
and potential voters the very best
for the coming year
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The housing crisis means a huge increase in the numb

J ] THE RATE of increase
in new house prices
has fallen significant-

ly in the last quarter © said

pr. Robert Molloy T.D.,

Minister for Housing and

Urban Renewal, com-

menting on the figures in

the September 1998

Housing Statistics

Bulletin. | think Mr. Molloy

should control his eupho-

ria and wake up and smell
the coffee,

Karen Alfen

A slow down in the rate of
increaspe of hu@t prices
means that not quite so

approach to the housing cri-
gis in Movember 1994,

Other parties have made
noises about the housing
crisis and  critieally
attacked the present gov-
ernment, These Same par-
ties wore in government
themselves when house
prices started to go through
the roof [rom mid 1995
Onwanis.

They did nothing then
and if they were back in
power they could not be
trusted to do anything now.
None of their so-called solu-
tions will take on the greed
of the builders and specula-
tors who have caused the

. crisis and caused the aver-

- age house price to increase
by 110% in five yvears.

The increased demand

an opening for the

being naked greed of builders and

'\.-
W

wE

|

~ developers to increase their

day profits at the expense of

‘ordinary men and women,
 The Minister, Mr. Molloy,
did not mention in his

ers of homaless people.

about local authority hous
ing lists. He did not men-
o i hecause he had noth-
ing to say about it. He had
no  new funding  to
ANNOoUncE or No good News
for the 45,000 families who
are at present on waiting
lists without much hope of
an early reprieve from the
horrific situations they find
themselves in.

Private landlords are
laughing all the way to the
bank while this crisis con:
tinues. People like Mary,
single people on an average
wage, couples on an average
wage and students are all
caught in this trap.

The Socialist Party pro-
gramme on housing tackles
all these facets of the hous-
ing erisis. To implement
such a radical programme
would take a political will
that does not exist in any of
the main political parties.
They do not want to upset
their wealthy backers.

Support our campaign to
put peoples' needs before
greed and profits.

The Socialist Party wiil campaign for:

Control of the Price of Buildi ng Land

®Lands for residential building should be
aoqurred by the relevant local a uthority through
compulsory purchase order at their current .'L:-;v
valiee or compensation for proven need

®Outlaw Proflieering - Control ‘né Price
New Houses = -

m:fHﬂ.!m!.'t should be priced at proven building

] __."‘_

Social Housing Investment
: ®For a major investment to aecontmodate oll
trose on local authority housing waiting lists,
.'”Wﬂ should be a radical overhaul nf the
Shared Qunership and House Purchose Loans
schemmes o enable low and avera Ze J'm-:m;;e H'r:-r'.'-'.'-
Ers fo pirchase their own home

Rental Accommodation
®Enforce the regulations governing
aocorrimodation. i
®lor rent control and long
as in much of the EU :

®Purpose built accommodation oy state agen-

Fental

term [ease options

| cles for drd level students at affordable rengs

Mary (not her real
name) has two
children under
ten. She has been
privately renting a
twio bedroomed
oree i Tabhliin 15
O LS el ARl
AN F T T -5 o

patiently for her
turn to come on the
housing list. Her
landlord saw the
increase in house
prices and decided
that he could
increase Mary's
rent from £250 a
month to £400 a
month. Mary could
not afford this
inerease and was
given a month's
notice. All rents in
Dublin have shot
through the roof
and Mary could not
find a new home.
She tried to put
pressure on Fingal
County Council as
she herself was feel-
ing the pressure but
the councils are
meeting sitnations
like Mary's every-
day. Mary and her
children moved
back to a three bed-
roomed couneil
house and shared
for six months with
_ her parents, two
brothers and a sis-
ter: Needless to say
this situation puts
immense pressure
on everyone. But
this story 1s not
unique nor 1s it the
most horrific.
Mary and her chil-
dren did not sleep
rough like many
have had to.
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pur readers a happy. peaceful and

prosperous new year for 1999,
But will this year bring peace and pros-
perity to waorking people and their
families throughout Ireland?

The Good Friday Agreement promised to
bring peace. We believe that the
Agreement s not a solutian, but 1 may
bring a respite for a pericd from the “trou-
bles™. More importantly, in doing that, it
I can pose the apportunity to build the basis

THE voIcE would like to wizh all af

for a real soluton.

s usual, after much huffing and puthing,
she sectarian peliticdans arrived at a last
minute deal in December which will allow
the Assembly to take responsibility for nun-
ning a range of government services, with a
ten member Executive. There is still a very
serious problem on decommissioning, but
again it is possible that as on other issues,
after pushing it to the wire, a last minute
deal will be dene to keep the Assembly on
the road,

If this happens the Executive will be set
up sometime in the early part of the year

and eross border bodies will be established
at the same time.

With the establishment of the Executive,
the luxury which politicians in the Morth
enjoyed of blaming Westminister for hospi-
tal closures and cuthacks, and for problems
in education, howusing and other services
will be gone. The Assembly and the minis
ters will become a focal point for the anger
of working people en the issues that atfect
them in their day to day lives.

This poses the opportunity for building
class based politics in the North, and expos-
ing the existing political parties, not juist for
being sectarians, but right wing, anti work-
ing class sectarians to beot. The Socialist
Party is launching campaigns to fight heaith
cut backs, 1o stop water privatisation, and
to resist closures in the textile industry, as
part of cur general aim to build a sodalist
opposition 1o the Executve.

What can working people look forward
o in the southern part of the island? Well,
for a start, maore revelations of the cormup
tion and rottenness of the political and big
business establishment. The reduction of

. S
Charles Haughey's 1ax bill from £2 m}llgar:ﬁap_
zero, by 2 special tax pspector W

- ! o e
pers to be the Ta-::-use:--:_h ¢ brother in Il-lan-g]
was @ stunning indication that amyt
: ible in the ratien

and everything 15 poss!
waorld inhabited by these pEﬂII'-"hi‘- i
The same g-::.-..-&rnrr'.ent which claims 11
i ing about this I3
powerless to do anything e
adopting a hard line stand on the 15 sl
nurses” pay. They claim that the mc.r”. =
demanded could add up @ £EI_}D n'nI |-;:|b{:
Even if that is the figure, half of it cou d
callected from the AIE bank, a3 the ot-
standing tax bill on the off shore tax s-:a:r)
that they ran in the 19805, A proper mvesbl-
gation of the other banks would no doubt
come up with the rest.

This situation very accurately sums up the
“Celtic Tiger”. A boom for the rich, who are
above the law, and a boom for the rrn:h
only. Now there is a very real threat of an
ecanomic slump hanging over _1he world
ecanomy, which as it develops, will send the
“Celtic Tiger” into a tailspin. Wha will th?n
be asked to foot the bill? Working peaple.
A recession has already begun in Eritain,

and is already impacting on the Ngey,

wWith a year to go o the new mi
the Socialist Party s determined
every opportunity to build the 3o e
alternative throughout Ireland Al alig
other forces which in the past peripg 1
on the left or claimed 1o be an the lefy
in a state of collapse, or else have g
sharply to the right. hiag

The menger af the Insh Labour Party
Democratic Left does not represent th
aticn of a new force on the left Wiy .
been created is an Irish version of Blair' r-l.
Labour. It represents ancther stage in E
movement of these parties to the 4
abandoning finally ary fink which 'T-‘.i"llha-:.z
rpmained from the past as parties seey e
represct wu:-rtinfg pecple, and emibeas
openly the bosses market system,

This opens up a huge vauum in irish peg
tics, on both sides of the border. The Socag
Party has started the task of filing that vaa,
um. Join us and help us put in place the
guarantee, a united sodalst movemen o
weorking class people, for a peaceful and g,
perous future for all.

Eh“il..rr,l
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EALTH FMINISTER
Hjuhn McFall has

given his approval
to a plan that would see a
dramatic reduction in
the number of acute hos-
pitals in Morthern
Ireland.

Ciaran Mulhelland

There will be a three tier
hospital svstem. - Regional
centres, such as the Hoyal
YVietoria, will provide spe-

clalist services, (neuro-
surgery, cancer treatment,
ete).

At the next level would
come’ hospitals that pro-
vide most services, such as
the new Coleraine hospi-

- % #

services |

Assembly members who
accept the financial con-
straints of the budget
devolved from Westminster
will have to defend their
local hospital at  the
expense of others.

By implication they will
be arpuing for somewhere
else to close. The result
may well be paralysis, the
Azsembly unable to agree
anything.

We must have a rational
debate on the way forward.
It iz logical to concentrate
cortain highly specialist
services in one place.

There is no

and physicians carry oo
much of the burden, effec-
tively working 80-100 hour
weeks for all of their
working lives. Their soli-
tion is to close the smaller
hospitals.

Local people in the areas
affected are up in arms.
They want their local hos-
pital, easily accessible and
responsive.

Mot everyvone has a car
not cvery road is always
open in Northern Irveland,
and the Omagh bomb illus.
trates horribly how vital a
local service can be,

Despite the nead for the
centralisation of some
treatment, thereis no jus-
tification for the remowval
of all acute services, espe-
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e juiﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬂﬂ for minimal rationalisation of '
Such hospitals  would _ clally”  Accident .+ and = services . wh PR s e L e T
have -a ccpsualty depart- the removal of all Emergeney. provision absolutely jlﬂt:sgaryn o Brﬂ'kEﬂ pr m!SES
ment and would have a full acute services, from local hospitals such  Owerall this debate is 3 B e e s LB 3
range of medical and sur- especiall a3 the Mid Ulster, the about resources. Thereisa | & R Tyromn hospitsl
gical treatment. Lk hel South Tyrone: o the tension within the NHS [k INJIRELAND Hoilth. ety puts the ade
A pumber of smaller Accident and Dowre. _ between the community | & N Mini i S the Mi&
hospitals are to cease to Emergency 'Th_e present  hospital — and the hospital sectors. i'lﬁﬁl"ﬁw-- e Ian - services "!ml al '
ﬂle‘ﬂ!El as  acute u|]|:t5, natwork can anly, survive }"«-IEI.FI.]." workers who are - thgl‘ﬂ 1 'D'I:'ﬂ'l:l'liEE that ll}ster hospl | T_nr_llﬁ
These' include th&l 1\.%_11“!I ~ provision from ~with substantial invest- hard pressed on a flm.'tm- ; J{ﬁ- P e cabs pisk. LoY! = :
Uster in Magherafelty Th BT ﬂﬂﬂfﬁ .rntrnt._ In particular there day basis can see no way -"iiha'u ;8ervices until  in the mifd .f&r:rmﬂe'i' 1
South-Tyrone in . needs to be 4 massive outexcept by cutting in one 1,_,3 ion bod:  vally bemg u from the
D“n-gm-!nuﬂa- andmthe increase in investment in  sector to give to another, e setupin the NI~ A delegalidf - n er
Diowne in ‘nw:].ri"ﬁunf. _ s Il:ule-:nplr.-. We need to double The new plan 15 posed in '.; 'EEBEIH HE ‘has dy  Save the IE'- i x
These units will _:I]raﬂe__ Eﬂd ;‘Ey ice can or  the number of hospital this way - money has to __:l‘!ﬁ'ﬁn HEIL : Hospital H:E'E-I.mfl
casualty dep ‘and sho ] m]mim_.m:_led in  consultants per head of the be saved in the hospital sec. *ﬂ“ maternity ser- tee met with Ian * e,
will p X EFE['{IJHTE‘E IPHTISIS mm_e&'a- Epmati'{” to the level in  tor to invest in the commu- i Aheatlie SSouth  to put b msci of
ons \ safe, effective and accessi:  Other member nity - Dyrone Hospital are to  the maintenaiq)
plan | safe, effctive and acoessi- _ Other members of staf, The reality s that we live it afactihat - acute sarvicS B
: ; BTy L Hﬂ nurses, can take in a rich society We ean (HIETE wWere over 1200 areas. {net
:]Epﬁhﬂg:nhaliﬂv& that such 'ME:‘ many of the roles of have a high quality hospi- births in the hospital  Despite a SSTPC g
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Rl oXloting stamh can mako vice Itisonly the way that [SRISIONRER A tOsmARL _governmert b ser
Sl @ that all our hospitals  our society is organiseq the service. centralise acUte 55 ey
thinking is that a contrive to provide excel. e The removal of this as was the policy

sultant surgeons

lent treatment, with only

that prevents such i
a desir-
able outeome. s

vital service from the

the Tories.
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News and Views

E GOVERMNMENT is plan-

ning to sell off our water.

The recent Department of

the Environment consultation
paper on the future of water

for the most essential service of
all?

The privatisation of Wwater
utilities in the rest of the United
Kingdom failed to usher in a

Agony over for

Danny

services in Northern Ireland golden age of high capital invest-
makes this clear, Of the four ment and low cost, efficient ser- MECNE“‘EE
aptions offered for the service  vices, Water charpes  have
in the future, two are privati- increased rapidly, whilst

sation. The implication is that
the government has already
made up s mind abowut what

hosepipe bans have hecome As
much & part of British summer-
time as strawberries and ice

HE TWELVE-YEAR

is best for us, cream, and water still seeps from AFony of Danny

ancient pipeworks. McMNamee from

By Colin Sinclair, Belfast. It iz unlikely that Morthern Crossmaglen came finally to
Ireland will fare better

The document sets out mecha:
nisms for removing the
Morthern Ireland system of pay-
ing for water as part of the local
rates bill, with separate billing

pence. It is argued that the
required £2.5 billion extra invest-
ment over the next ten to twenty
wvears wonld take money away
from other essential public ser
vices funded by the government,
but it is important to realise that
every year the government fails
to collect over £40 billion in cor-
poration tax. Perhaps some of
this money could be used to pay

any
under similar conditions and the
consultation paper rajses imme-
diate fears about job security,
wages and conditions of service
for workers in the water indus-

driving down costs and securing
low prices, and as the whole
point of the exercise is to
increase capital investment in
the physical structures of water
supply, it would seem that more
work for less money will be
required from staff under the
new regime.

This is yet ancther example of
New Labour® s love affair with

Protesting against privatisation

bills, and no privatisation, We do
not want further selling off of
vital utilities, we want a properly
funded, accountable and pablic,
water service,

Further information is avail-
able in a special Soclalist Party
bulletin on water privatisation
or contact us directly on 01232
EA206E,

ment to upgrade the
Service.

&No privatisation .
®For a democratically

- run publie water
| authority.

|

-

“an end on 17 December

when the Court of Appeal in
London quashed his 1387
conviction for “consplracy
in the UK and elsewhere to

for water services being an obvi- capitalist !i-I'Ll.H.:t termism, and -T:IF?E SUUIH.I‘!-.E“_I Pﬂ.i"_f_'!-' cause mlmims:t‘
ous precursor to the privatisa- their i':_irer lack _uj'] ]-\.'.l:'lj{: t-.:rti; will campeign for; His appeal was allowed on
tion of the service. Water is very - goals. Water 15 a vital service an two grounds. Non-diselo-
pxpensive, despite its natural The public must the government should be pre- ®No separate water sure to the ﬂefenm of evi-
abundance, and the Government send a clear pared to ."'""‘*"1 in its I:"|.'|1..u:r1. ; o bills,
frels that the only way to bring o to the E‘Fh‘“'u:h‘m 5"‘“1::{.'- Loy el . B - |
© morthern Yrdamd it Vine with ~message mﬂéﬂ“ﬂuéﬁtg m‘%ﬁélmf:f’n:r' At ekrecze bills at exigt- '
modern practices and technolo. ASSEI'I'.I‘IJ"}F.- no T hack dwT“l-"Hi']]'l:l"' e ing levels. _
gv is to get private investment separate water :31 -:wlfts and cialing s
into infrastroctare, 4 oy ! : sNo meteri Ed
It does not seem to matter that bills, and no z 1_h_-'3 ]'h-f]mrt]]l-l‘fnt mﬂt ul'ﬁ:‘-'f | PRt ring af EF-I’
the service has been under-fund- F 7 £ Environment says i ¥ | C USers 5
o by ceniral  governamentsfos privatisation. want to consult widely on this 8 - |
Vears. They do not feel that they issue, and so it = m:]"_ﬂmm that ®An additional £80 M “"111& I"EE-'I'.II'I:: WH.E ﬂlE ﬂnﬂi—
are the ones who should be pay- L einphasis on :EP ]:tﬂj th’;f-.rE‘rj;;:::tdrﬂd tﬁg 5 million annual invest- § mﬂun of the whole 12 years
ing to put right decades of negli- . try. There 15 much emparss Assembly: no separate water ment from the govern- f A ¥ . I never felt

week, For pensioners it
must be a lot worse. £y

Themaost irritating thing =
of all was rving to pet

scarf on. Meanwhile the
food in the fridge is going
soft and beginning to
smell, 50 every time you eat

dark ages. For five
days owver Christmas
with nothing more than

ITHI-S like living in the

a few candles, a small fire  you are worried about food  through to the NIE hotline,
and a freezing cold poisoning. to find cut when the power
house. I spent a fortune eating  supply will be restored.

The only way to keep  out, and had it not been for So much for NIE's crisis 88
warm was to wrap up in friends I'd have had to go  programime
blankets, keep a hat and  without a bath for nearly a Harry Hutchinsen |

NIE In proflt

ORTHERN |lELlHD'~ Illﬂllﬂ] before the sell off - overcharging. tracts to supply NIE until S8 i ‘f&hﬁﬂgmﬁaii for mﬂ].'ﬂ.El:
Their “generosity” in offer- 2010 The price they charge is | :;_i*‘h‘lha police held back a state-

Electri f-hogni--rwmhﬂymrawardadaﬂ.ﬂ%
:-lrlll ejlhylﬁ't pay rise. His total earnings
- rose from £325,000 to £435,000,
~_ NIE holding company,
idian, made pre tax profits
0 -,-r£41 ‘millicn in the six
- months to September 1995,

40% more than their counter- 898 &
parts in Britain 522
The answer to high prices &
and problems of supply is to |
bring the whole industry,
from generation to distribu-

ing compensation to those cut
off after Christmas has to be
set apainst vears of inflated
bills. _ _
The generating companies
are guilty of even greater

‘ment from the man he is
supposed to have attacked
saying it wasn't him that did
it. According to official fig-
ures, 1% to 2% of all prison-

. ; . _ {. That's
110 wnnd.ml:ha glectricity  overcharging. After privati- tion, back into public owner- ers are innocent.
el a8 accused NIE of sation they were given con-  ship. ' thousands of people”.
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E LAUNCH of the
Euwre on the 18t of

aterngh, for the Tl Lime

Homumn Empsre, (0 oreate a
European currency, The
e |5t replacs saik.
g carrenches fully by the
Ewrey i the year 3002 Bt
1575 In lorly to ko rememe
e rer® For the launsls of

By the end of st year, |
appeared ihat world capiial-
iz=n hawl calmesd down after
18 moeba of tariibmos fol-
Toraing e ool ool s
im 5E fsin. The combination
of e cuts fin interest mites
&n as many monibs in the US,
ned the eontisaing “ight to
gaality™ of caplox] ot of the
Thind ‘World crvexied the
Reiis of the so callsd Samin
Claga rally on Wall St
Livsspibe shearp Ealls i the pre
whias vear, shafe peis Wi
Eack o their previons b,

O ik FTSE exchanpe 0
Eritain, sk prioms sctaslly
fimished the year 2% Righer
than the start of 1598, Bt
tEis ierstiomal | betuvionr of
e b sl The peal workd
eoonomy Rotually enlers s
sdowdown, s oot & sipnal of
sEability hedng restored ot
of thi ercemaous volatil ity of
thit workd capitalist ooy

Lip o 0% of 156 word
soonomy 15 nlready evperi-
encing a slump In 1998 some
FhiDlon, the epabvalent of
this (AT of Caraida, ks baen
wiiped off thae valng of workd
production Asis s operd-
enced a1 9% fall in seoeoe e
activity 100" millfon people
wem throen indo dine pover-
% The world's sevomid Lsres
national economy; Japan, 18
15 1 davere deprsston, These
v B mix fflind attempes

CTEbneE the ﬂh'ﬁ-lﬁ?_ﬂﬁ_ o]

in ke 19900k, oosting an esli-
et 50 inlklbom, o bry

E:’; Crapkdly
T

pilsr, Hiastin
went umder. [n ehat fsanth
alone theme was an £5% Ll
in the emnoaty Hall of the
banks were feecd bo oo
Living standbarnia fell by 20%

stocis than to lesrer it sitting

Up to 40% of
the world
Sconomy is
already
experiencing a
slump.

1= a bank, or o irvesd b o
eromens beamds or otber
Envestments: But in order i
Enintain cordldenoe kn the
slock exchange 13 will be
DEOESRATY of fust o Keep
raios Bow, Bazl I ontlnng b
i them nf eegular inbervalks
o provide the macket with
he nibcmsary "X 1o keep
thes winals thing afloat,

Tee US Federnl Reserve
were [ecid B0 a*nndon thede
obssalon wilkh Inflatlon for

hise peasons in ibe later
st of 1996 The frar of the
elfects of n stock markeef ool
Lapse on the meal ooonemy
Icnene paramounl. T Big
eorporntions mow rely on the
stock exchange for % of
their crodit noeds. In addi-
thon 100 million pecplo now
cam shames in the US A
stock market crash would
plumpe the econsmy indo A
severe slump such &8 hoap
prnesd in Jagsun &t the SEaTt of
the Lo,

E STHATEGIETS of
capitaliven are  now
baginming ta under

stared that the real prolbe
lerm lin the world econorry
recr e et imflation, bart s

defiztian. With

sy Growth
ot sk, mass siructunal
unemplayment  even 0
boom  pericds, and & low
kel of dernand Tor raw

wites, prices are tending 1o
13, rrl rida.

This = a factor which will
allow them o opermte o bow
Imteress pxte polley and i
neersansy olher measures (o
try nnd stave off the orisls
without the feir of provok-
fng icdintlon, af Tt im the
short tFren;

Foroed o nilopt 1hls pelio:
the U8 will demand that
everyone else, and capecially
“Eurcland™, follows gl

This 3 what brings inta il
the other slde of thy preb-
lem, thio danger of an inter.
Frtheral ernency criala If
ther Buaro develops na n
cuTTiEcy whish (% 1 =
ke abuert ferme it il ender
mine ihe doiter which iy
The! Eara 1a' &
L1 H] | r'.t'ﬂl I121|1
unstatls fictoe in anal
very . unstabde  siteadiion
When Brazll threatenid o
!;5-:-' the Buzssian rogkle
DO Lty Tl
Eéligumim1wgﬂj o
& 340 bl
But dhe read 4

tacover Draril's dekvs La'ﬂm-!
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r‘ Market Madness

N “ the global capitalist
' system which has been
' responsible for our
prosperity is falling apart at

THE CRISIS dirved

the seams” _
George Soros, Financier.
(September 1998)
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AT THE recent Waorld
Congress of the
Committes for a Workers'
International (CWI), the
socialist international to
which the Socialist Party
is affiliated, the WVaice
5p—|;|-l;e to Peter Taaffe, a
founding member of the
CWiI and long standing
member of its
International Secretamat.

IR FAEGEEAEEEEA E RN R

“The Committee for a
Workers' International 1s
what it says, s made up of
different organisations and
parties - some quite size
able and influential such as
the Socialist Party in
Ireland, the Socialist Party
in Britain, and in Sweden
our party there is very
influential. Thess parties
and groups come topether
to fight for the establish
et o oo woes e
nationsl

“The working class is
not politically organised on
an international scale.
Historically there were
first and second interna-

tionals they collapsed,
The third international
which was organised after
the Russian Revolution col-
lapsed because of
Stalinism. The wvarious
attempls by TrotsKy to cre
ate a fourth international
dicin't prosper for a mix-
ture of reasons - the diffi
culties of the palitical situ.
ation and the mistakes of
the leadership.

“But we are in a new
period now and the idea
that Trotsky raised in the
19305 and in 1937-38 when
the Fourth International
was cstablished - that will
become a reality we believe
in the period we are poing
imto.

“We want to help that
process along, We are at the
World Congress here in
Belgium, these congresses
take place every few years,
ol s Tepy am oo
wolld like because we are a
poor  organisation. ‘The
Congress is made up of del-
egates and ohservers from
all the different national
sections and its purpose is

Delegates from India address Congress.

to discuss the documents

presented by the
International Secretariat
amd - the © International

Executive Committee. The
documents address the per-
spectives for world events
and various tactical, strate-
gic amd organisational
questions, to prepare the

CWI for the coming events
not just politically  but

-::rga.nimr't'?il?ﬂj’.
“We think 'our ideas’can

not only grow but besomae
viery influential within the
broad labour movement
mternationally

“For example in the
Congress discussion on

|8 _Inside the Socialist Party S R e

Seventh World
Congress

anuary 19t

Peter Tanffo speaking at Congress.

They have abandoned the
ideas on which those par.
ties were formed and are
now reliable props of the

Europe - after a period
when Europe has been
experiencing a so called
boom that is about to come
to an end in the wake of
what has happened in Asia,

“The same thing will
happen in the USA and
Europe and that will in
furn give an enormouns
impetus to the struggles of
the European working
class, We are in a very good
position to intervenc in
that situatiomn.

“In Europe at this time
there are thirteen centre
left governments. None of
them stamd for socialism,
Most of these governments
are made up by coalition
with other right wing par-
ties and social democrats
who are really ex-socialists,

capitalists in  Europe,
Therefore that means that
the working class is politi-
cally without a voice now
in many countries. That
raises the question for the
CWI to put forward the idea
of new mass workers par-
ties in Europe, which we
think will become a reality
in the period that we are
poing into.

“Such parties will not
be created artificially bt
through mass strapples,
the intervention of the
working class on the indus-
trial field fighting against
job losses and for improve
ments in living standands.”

| I DECEMBER of
| last year the Socialist §
L Workers Party (SWP)
| wrote 10 the Socialist
Party asking for a
meeting to discuss
the local elections. i
They wished to work |
out an  agreemend
- wherehy the two par-
o ties wounld not stand
E against each other
& While generally in
4 favour of such an
approach, given the
record of the SWE in
nol cooperating with

8 and particularly in
o the unions, we felt it
8 necessary  to raise
I these - and
155085 in our reply,

While we have not
veb received a reply

the end of December,
we have decided to
make our reply pub-
lie. We believe the
Les1es raiksed are seri-
ous ones for the left,
and that a discussion
around these ques-
tions should take
place out in the open.
We appeal to mem-
bers of the SWP io
avail of this opportu-
nity to partake in a
serions discussion on
programme, tactics
and strategy 10T
building the revo.

. others on the left, B

other §

fo our letter sent at [N

A reply to

WERE surprised
Lo receive your let-
tier of 1at
December. We recopnise by
your action in standing in
the General Election of last
vear that you have effected
a fundamental change in
your policy on revalution.
aries standing for election
te bourgeois institutions.
This however has not
stopped  the  Socialist
Workers Party from contin
uing to  denounce the
Socialist Party for being
“reformist”, for adopting a
"Farliamentary road”, and
on a number of oocasions
attempting to lnk us to the
not only  reformist but
Stalinist Workers Party, All
this is done on the basis that
wi stand in elections,
You are entitled to criti-

cise the Socialist Party in

any way youn wish, but vou
cannot have your cake and
eat it. You cannot denounee
us for standing in elections
(which we belleve revolu:
tionaries should do, as in
any other field where we
are taking on our class ene-
mies, as seriously and effec-
tively as we can) and at the
same time seck an election

- agreement with us, We

~would like an honest clarifl-

~ eation from you in relation

favours the maximum co-
operation between anti cap-
italist and socialist forces.
The Socialist Party fought
the General Election in
197, not only under our
own hanner, but as part of
an alliance which included
the Federation of Duhlin

Alnti Water  Charges
Campaipns, Cork
Householders againat

Service Charges, and the
Tipperary Workers and
Unemployed Group.

That alliance recorded
over 20,000 vates, won a Dail
seal (through the Socialist
Party) in Dublin, and nar-
rowly failed to win a seeond
one in Tipperary The only
response yon have made at
the time or since has been
to attempt to deride the
Secialist Party for having,
according to vou, some sort
of obsession with parlia-
mentary. politics.

This dishenest assertion
flies in the face of reality
that this alliance emerged
from one of the most signif.
icant non parliamentary
strugples of working people
seen in this country for
decades.

‘L?c}u made no attempt to
seriously analyse thess
developments, to look at the
clags hase of the forces
involved, their pro-
grammes, eic. We beliova

the S.W.P.

co-operation on the left or
in struggles of working
people is only possible
when there is agreement on
a principled basis. This has
to firstly include an honest
approach to questinons of
political differences,

The other key principle
must be to maximise forees
to have a greater impact in
the class struggle, o help
take such struggles for-
ward, or to have a greater
mmpact in workers' organi-
sations, such as the trade
unions, to combat burean.
eratism and to arpue for g
militant programme.

Such  co-operation can
raise the standing of social-
ist crganisations and the
ideas of socialism in the
cﬁg. of workers, and
achleve real succpsses
the laft, R

‘-'fe_haw. however never
exXperienced any desire to
Engage in such principled
co-0peration in any sphere
of activity from the
sociallst Workers Party
This was the case in rela-
ticn to the anti water
charges campaign, it is the
case in relation to the move-
ment against racism and
deportations, and it is par-
ticularly the case in the
trade unions

~We wish to raise the ques-
tion of two unions in par-

ticular, SIPTU and the
CPSU. In both of these
u.'lm'uns there is an opportu-
nity to develop a strong
rankl and file opposition to
T_hlzlraght wing bureaucracy
This was demonstrated by
the_-ﬁ% vote in SIPTU
against PE000 and followed
by the excellent wote of
Cla.n::} Anne Duggan in the
elections of th ioin:
et & Natiomnal
The Socialist Party wel-
comed the initiative of
standing in those elections,
and did what we could o
Eain the highest possible
vote. However we were sept.
ously hampered in doing
that, as were other left
activists, by Vour
approach.You refused to
have a broad campaign. As
aresult a great opportunity
t-;;ut_lzuul_lzfﬂan organised oppe-
sltion has been i
s temporarily
In the CPSU there is ATy
upportunity to build a rank
and file opposition which
can take that union ot of
the hands of the right wing.
I'his is seen as 3 IMAjor
ﬂ_]]'“E'.ﬂ__[ by ICTLL Yet von per-
SISt In attempting to form
an alternative grouping to
that 1'1".}“"';]1 already exists.
In plain English, attempt-
ing for sectarian reasons to
split the left and the ranks
when they are involved ina

major strugple,

Despite our difficulties
over these issues, the
Socialist Party would be
open to discussing the issue
of co-operation, but only
over the range of issues
raised in this letter In rela-
tion to the elections we
wiould also want to have a
discussion on the question
of programme.

As vou are aware there
are  serious  differences
between our parties on a
range of issues, but partic-
ularly on the national ques-
tion. Up to quite recently,
you supported the “armed
struggle” of the Republican
movement. We would like
clarification on what your
posilion is now on this
issne

It we could arrive at a
r-rﬂsiltmn where there was
an honest approach to polit-
{1 {li_IrHFEIIEl?.B, a reaT}m-
OPErAlon in the interests of
the workers and socialist
Movement in general. while
leaving arganizations free
to defend their own pro-
srammes and attempt to
hr.u]f:]_ their own forces, and
creating the basis for some
mutual respect and Lrust
then a discussion may have
some usefil outeome, :
. We look forward to hear-
Ing from yon,

Dermot Connolly

o g



T THE end of last
year, just as the
Christmas party

season was entering full-
flow, the US and Britain
launched a vicious bBomib-
ifg campaign against rag.
The lives of Iragi people
wicre being sacrificed for
the carcer of ane man - Ball

Clirton.

By Kieran Roberts

Many innocent Imgi lives
were: lost in the bombard-
ment, while many more will
hawe e imjuned, ‘This 1s
on top of the thousands of
[ragi men, women and chil-
dren wito wene already sil-
fering firom the devastating
effects of sancilons.
Sanctions are also weapons
of mass destruction, which
for eight years have made
the lives of millions of
Iraqis a misery.

The American  amd
Britizh governments’
attacks were not about elim-
inating nuclear, biological
or chemical weapons, or
restoring democracy. Nor
was it about Iraq's failure to
honour | UM, .resolutions.
Israe] has annexed territory,
bombing neighbouring
countries, developed
nuclear weapons and defied

Law Lords let Pinochét

- — -

many Ul resalutions, wet it
suffers no  sanctlons  or
hombing raids

The bombings were
notable for the lack of
enthusiasm that they gener-
ated, not just among the US
and Britains allies in the
UM but among the working
class, Tony Blair's support
for America's action is a dis-
Brace.

Muost people saw them as a
blatant diversion by Clintomn
away from his domestic
prabiems, on the ove of his
impeachnmemnt

Ve pointed ont the
hypocrisy of the Western
governments who armed
Saddam in the first place
and who now want his
removal, now that he is no
longer a compliant puppet
in their hands.

Clinton  and  Blair's
actions have not achisved
anything. The bombings
have stopped for now, but
the Middle East is more
tense than before, with
Saddam still firmly in place,

If the bombings  start
again then the  Socialist
Party will resume  the
protests and escalate the
campaign - against  the
alauphier

off the hook

IST BEFORE ' ‘the
Christmas break, in an
unprecedented  move,

the British House of Lords

EVersed its earlier decision

and halted extradition pro-

againzst the former

Chilean dictator, General

Mmochet.

In reversing their decision

* fve Law Lords have pro-

i the “Chilean butcher”
i

arcical ruling the

Lords £

Do bears erap in the woods?
The most recent high pro-
file cases involving miscar-
riages of justice, eg the
Birmingham Six and the
Broadwater Three, have all
revealed the anti-working
class bias of the judiciary and
the criminal justice system.
This decision- has again
exposed the rotten role of
the unelected and unac-
countable judiciary as part
of the capitalist state
machine. At the end of the
day, these fendal relics exist
to serve the interests of the

HOCIALIST PARTY
TD, Joe Higgins immedi-
ately  condemned the
bombing of Irag and
iasued a statement which
read in part: “The bhomb-
ing of the Iragi people is
a cynical attempt by the
[J5 and Britain to assert
the daminanes af
Western interesis.

“In any new confronta-

tion, Saddam s likele fo.

[ EeL more support from.
many -~ of the
Tegimes, whi are

angered by 175 imperial-
ism's failure fo delivior
coneessions ton the
Palestinfans under the
Ckslo acoords.

“Despite the ruthless,
totalitarian character of
his regime, Saddam is
seen throughout - the
Arab world as standing
up to US imperialism.
There is universal anger
amongst Arab people at
the suffering imposed on
the Iraqi people by sane-
tions, and by the contrast
between US hostility to

Urag -and’ its indulgénce
of the Netanyahu' gov-
ernment in Israel.

MEANWHILE THE
last Tory
Fovernment's “arms
to Irag™ scandal
rumhles an,

Grerald James, the
former chair of
Astra Holdings, one
ol the British
companies that sup-
plied parts for the
Iragi “Supergun™, is
auing the
Department of Trade
and Industry (DTT)
for malicious
prosecution.

The allegation is that
the DTI, acting for
the Tory government,
made James the fall
guy for their policy
of selling arms to
Irag in breach of
international
sanctions.

Sanctions had been
imposed on both Irag
and Iran during their
war in the 19808, The
Tories however
allowed British
companies to
continue exporting
arms to Irag, Even
after Saddam had
gassed Kords in
northern Irag.
Another British
arms supplier which
busted the sanctions
was BMARC. Sitting
on 1is board of
directors was an MIG
government secret
agent and future
Tory cabinet
minister, Jonathan
Altken. He now faces
criminal proceedings
for perjury following
the collapse of his
libel case against the
Guardian.

International News 9

Clinton’s trial

BILL CLINTON'S trial in the United States
Senate has begun, The Lewinsky scandal which
began almost a year ago is thus finally set o
reach iis climax. Nevertheless, there seems
almost no chanee that this will lead to Clinton
being kicked out of office. Last November's
Congressional elections resulted in a sharp
swing away from the Eepublican Party by an
electorate sick and tired of their hypocritical
moralising. With Clinton continuing to receive
GO-T0% support in opinion polls it is amazing
that the outgoing Republican-dominated Honse
of Representatives in its dying hours went
ahead with impeachment proceedings. But the
Bepublicans are clearly a party “not in their
right mind®,. They are heavily dependent on
money and activisis from the religious far right
who have demonised Clinton as the embodiment
of the decay of “fraditional”™ American values.
But the Senate is a different matter to the
House of Representatives. To remove Clinton
from office, a two-thirds vote is requived and
the Republicans simply do not have enoagh
Senators.

Cambodia

TWO OF the key leaders of the notorious
Ehmer Rouge have surrendered to Cambodian
authorities. Khien Samphan and Nuon Chea,

were part of the genocidal regime led by Pol Poi
which murdered over two millon of thelr gwn
peaple after coming (o power in 1875 The
Khmer Rouge were driven from power by the
Victnamese who invaded in 1879 buat remained
as a puerrilla foree carrying out attacks on
civilians and government forces, Now the
Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen is advoceat-
ing that Samphan and Chea be forgiven saving
that it is time for sociclty to move on. His cor-
rupt regime is clearly hoping that this sorren-
der means the end of the Khmer Rouge and is
worried that putting them on trial conld
reignite their campaign. But ordinary
Cambodians understandably are not in such a
forgiving mood and want to see these bulehors
put on trial for their erimes against humanity.
The Khmer Rouge regime is often labelled “com-
munist™ but in reality their demented leaders
received covert assistance from US and British
imperialism who saw them as a counterweight
to the Vietnamese Stalinists.

Hurricane Mitch

HURRICANE MITCH swept through Ceniral
America at the end of October unleashing a del-
uge of rain and mud. The trail of death and
destruction in its wake left more than 11,000
people dead and over 13,000 missing. The two
worst affected countries, Nicaragua and.
Honduras, are both desperately poor and now
face vears of rebuilding their infrastructure
and devastated apricultural sector
International appeals were subscribed to by
thousands of working class people. The major
powers also stepped in, with 2120 million of
promised aid to Honduras, But this this is pal-
iry compared to the massive burden of debt
owed by hoth these countries to the internation-
al banks. Honduras owes $4.5 billion to foreign
creditors, costing 28564 million in debt servicing
per vear. The whaole sitoation is reminiscent of
the Irish famine in the 1840s when ships full of
agricultural produce left Irish ports while the
British government belatedly brought in maize
to feed a starving population. And while there
has been much ontrage there is little sign of the
IMF hloodsuckers forpiving these debts especial-
Iy because of the “bad example” this would set
to other poor countiries in a period of interna-
tional economic crisis.
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closures

N DECEMBER 7th,
225 workers in the
Desmonds factories

in Irvinestown, Swatragh,
Omagh and Derry,
received an warly
Christmas present from
their employers - thoy
were made redundant!

Stephen Boyd, Omagh.

Desmonds, who made £E3.5
million profit in 1947, have
stated that these redundan-
cies are due to a 10% short-
fall in projected sales. That
they have products stockpil-
ing in their warchouses 1s
because Marks ani
sSpencers (Who macde profits
af €264 million for the first 6
months of 1998) have cut
their order

1400 johs have been lost in
the textile indusiry in
Morthern Ireland in the last
vear Textile companies are
hlaming “cheap labour” in
the Far East for a loss in
market share The truth is
that these companies are
comsciously switching pro-
draston o e For East and
North Africa, for the simple

~ 30% of new Derry jﬁhs:'x

below minimum wage

" A SURVEY by the
. A Derry Low Fay
- A AUmit in the local job

10 Workplace News

reason that the poverty
wages paid to workers in
these countries means that
they can make even bigger
profits.

The
unions
must be
forced to
defend
their
members’
jobs.

The response of the rade
union GME to the redun-
daneies in Desmonds was
simply to {ry. amd, get an
atceptable redundancy

Y
.'_1'. ?:-I-

. centre has found that a

L ..‘]nl;lsa.ﬂ‘l.l'ﬂrﬂﬁﬂd still offer
- wages below the national
e Tiinim 17} wagem‘ﬂma

package, and they failed to
even do this, with the wors
ers only getting their statu-
tory  entitlements. The
Socialist Party was the only
political party to oppose the
redundancies. Other par-
tiez, including Sinn Fein,
were prepaced to accept
them while making token
calls on the IDB to attract
alternative companies.

The Zocialist Party pro-
duced a leaflet calling for
mass meetings of the '-‘-'m':r-}-
fores and affected commuint-
ties. We argued that shop
stewards should have been
invalved in the negotiations
with management, that, as
an alternative to redundan-
cies, the working week
should be cut without loss of
pay, and that there should be
a diversification of produc-
tion and a pursuit of alter-
native markets,

Ultimately we argued that
the owners should be made
pay for the economic “cri-
giz™ not the workers. They
can afford a cut in their
profits but the workers,
their families and comm-
nities can't afford to lose

et wage packets.

: IL[I!I is |1;m_1']l.'u!-:'*-:i that 60,000
jobs will be lost in the textile
industry in Britain and
Morthern [reland in 1&1:.-‘r*_'|_
ncreasingly,  cCOMPANDIcs
like Marks and Spencers,
Desmonds, Adria and Fruit
af the Loom will switch pro-
duction to cheap labour
economies. Thousands of
jobs in  Derry Strabane,
Omagh and many other
communities in the MNorth
are at risk.

If we are to avoid the
destruction of the local tex-
tile industry (as happened
in the recession in the
1970'%) then textile wu:l-;ﬁﬁ
must become organised in a
unified fightback.

The uniocns must be
foreed to defend their mem-
bers” jobs. Sccialist Party
members working in the
industry intend to iry 1o
bring shop stewards and
activists together to discuss
a sfrategy to fight redun-
dancies.

This could be the first
step towards .a real cam-

«paign-to-stop’ the destrue-
tion of the indusiry

MAJOR crisis is fast
Aflwelnpirtg in child-
are provision in

Northern Ireland. Just

over two years ago the

Child Care Order came
into effect.

By Kewvin Lawrenson

NIPSA Executive member

(personal capacity)

While the objectives of

the new Order, to increase

" family and community sup-

port, are laudable, the exira
resources needed to imple-
ment it have not been pro-
vided.

When the Order was
introduced, the Social
aervices Inspectorate rec:
ommended 200 extra social
workers to put it into effect.
The reality has been no
more than M0 new staff,

Meanwhile overall
resources are shrinking,
Administrative and clerical
support has been reduced.
Children’s homes are clos-
ing. In 1986 there were G868
places in homes. By 1997
these had fallen to 240 with a
further 42 being phased out.

The result is an impossi-
ble strain on social workers
and back up staff. So serious
i5 the situation that my
union, NIPSA, held a major
conference on the issue at
the end of November,

~we invited representa-
tives of all the parties in the
Aszembly to make them
aware that we will not
accept the continued under-
funding of this service
~ MNew criminal justice lep.
Ls_]ar.inn now coming into
effect will make things
much worse, The Training
Schools now run by the
Morthern Ireland Office are
to be closed. Responsibility
for the young Feople
referred by the courts to
these centres will pass to
social services.

The Trust most affected
by this will be North and
West Belfast, an area where
the crisis in childcare is
ﬂaﬂy ;au.n.‘mtls!:i 35% of all the

nagers  in  Morthern
Ireland who come under the

Kevin Lawrenson speaking at the conference on childeara

Jmnuary 1 :.".i'.E

NIPSA
General

" Council

elections

THREE MEMEBERS
ol the Socialist
Party are standing
for election to the
MIPSA General
Council (execu-
tive).

Kevin Lawrenson
and Padraig
Mulholland are
from the Public
Officers Division.
The 3rd candidate,
Tony Cluskey is
from the Civil
Service section.
NIPSA members
should vote for
these and other
Broad Left
candidates.

remit of the criminal jus
tice legislation are from
West Belfast. A forther 109
are from North Belfast.

We are demanding more
jobs, proper community
support networks and addi-
tional residential places.

If these resources are not
provided, staff will not be
able to implement the legis-
lation. Children, the com:
manity and staff will all suf-
fer

My NIPSA branch in
North and West Belfast are
already taking limited
industrial action. If the sit-
uation continies this will
have to be stepped up

We will be demanding
that NIFSA ballot members
working in social services
for further action, including
sirike action.




L
LT g

-hildcare

[BERS
it
nding
o Lhe
al

-

5011

e
i
S10I.
lidate,
15

il

Tl
WS
or
e

rainal jus-
are from
nrther 105
elfast.
ding more
MUty
s and addi-
| places.
TUES J3ne not
will not be
nt the legis-
L, I_hﬂ- LT
- will all suf-

branch in
. Belfast arp
e limited
i If the sit-
es this will
],
demandi
Lot m[-mbg
Eervices

15445

Workplace News

South 11

CPSU '\(ot on Part

M AN act of opposition to
partnership, 1ICTU and their
own leadership, activists in

he Civil and Public Servants

mpion (CPSU)  successfully
larced through a national bal

t to withdraw from
artnership 2000.

Terry Kelleher

The head office used its full
pources together with the
aational medin against the vote.
The oulcome was G0%-40% in
mvour of staving in P2000, but
as [ will explain this is not seen
a5 a vobe for partnership but a
wote of no confidence in the
padership in achicwving any-
- oatside parinership, as
Wl a5 the lack of an alterna-

f* Al the last annual conference
of the CPSU a motion was
unanimously passad, to hold a
Epecial conference to review
i participation in P2000. This
was held last November, on a
saturday, with 180 delegates in
allendance. At this conference
i Liberty Hall only one dele-
gte spoke against withdrasw-

. with all other delegates
peaking strongly for the ballot

withdraw. The hbiggest

N 3 TEAM Aer Lingus was
finally signed ever to
. Athe Danish multina-
"enal FLS late last year, the 60

OF 50 workers who refused to

reated like
airt by
Aer Lingus

amniDyee SRl

applause were for those calling
for the strongest action, a ballot
with a recommendation to with-
A )
Degpite many head officials
speaking against withdrawal,
the firet of six motions to with-
draw was accepted by 108 voles
to 70, with some delegates
abstaining, The conference
erupted in cheers and a clear
mood of defiance was to be
SR

However the motion that was
passed, a Telecom Eireann
maotion, called for the ballot to
he sonducted within @ month,
that iz, in December, This actu.
ally meant a two week ballot
before Christmas which hin-
dend ANy campaign o COmvinee
thie membership of 8 “yes” vole
fior withdrawal.

During the next lwo weeks
the full apparatus of head office
was used against the democrat-
ic decision of the special confer-
ence The Movember budget and
more importantly the ostenta-
tions media hype, aided by our
own union, also persuaded
some members that they were
finally getting their share.

The actual ballot paper was
written in a biased manner and
in my opinion contained cer-

Engineering Department, that
they would remain Aer Lingus
employees and that “in the

event of TEAM g into
business difficulty, existing

o,

tain lies or untruths. It was only
accepted by the executive com-
mittee by nine votes to elght,

Head office produced a record
number of circulars on the spe-
eial conference, the budget and
the nature of the ballot. Mm'f,:
space was given to the "no
argument (no o withdrawing)
than the “yes” argument. Head
office officials rushed around
the country to hastily organised
meetings of members. Their
line was simple: to scare mem-
bers into the safety of staying in
P00 because to go outside
wonld be “snicide™!
Coincidentally many of these
meetings were allowed to b
organised on company time.
Mow that's rmeal “partnership™
¢ Theactivists in the wnion pro-
duced a four page bulletin for
the Movember conference
which was distributed arcund
the country. Another 5,000
leaflets were produced and dis-
tributed inside the unton. Oure
arpuments were simple: at a
time when the economy was
experiencing its biggest boom,
our members were getting the
smallest pay rises.

The turnont for the ballot was
predictably low, less than 50%,
and the enthusiasm for the

into positions in the lowest
operative and clerical grades,
with no prospect of ever mov-
ing off those grades although
obviously maintaining their
lewel of pay.

These workers whose skills
played a part in the excellent
gafaty. record of Aer Lingus
find themselves emptying bins,
gweeping floors and taking
instructions from people with a
fraction of their service, This 1s
clearly designed to demoralise

“them and break their resolve.

gy Their fight goes on. Early in
~ the year they will have a court
* hearing to secure their jobs

which had been guaranteed.

b, —

E—

ners_h’"i 2

_J
-
i ! ol IR LAk
L] g = . ...'1_-
|

whole ballot was very bad.

The ballot was lost in the civil
service 60%-40% and by five to
one in Telecom but was actually
won in An Post by three to one.

The clear difference in An
Post has been both the tradition
of struggle and that of a strong
loeal branch leadership which
has offered an alternative to
members in An Post during the
last four vears.

The 38% of those who vut_s:d
calling for a withdrawal despite
all the propaganda against rep-
resents a solid base to build real
trade union ideals. This is not to
say that the vote is not a sethack
becanse it is, but it has to be
appreciated that with only a
short amount of time to cam-
paign against all the resources
of the union it was always going
to be hard to win.

Everywhere that the left and
genuine activists got a chanoe
to debate on an equal footing, at
the two confierences and a small
amount of branch meetings,
they worn.

The real task is to develop a

network of activists in as many_

branches as possible, to put Tor-
ward these arpuments and wlfi-
mately to win the membership
over to real trade union ideals.

A TEAM and Aer Lingus workers’ meeting,

Al=n, their unions have put for
ward the proposal that, given
that TEANM has continued to
employ contract workers, that
Aer Lingus should contract out
or second these craftworkers to
FLS to maintain the Asr Lingus
1o,

This is a valid claim. The
minister while meeting the
workers has refused to inter
vene. They have been betraved
by the political establishment.

Ax the moves to find a strate-
gic partner tor Asr Lingus
accelerate, all Asr Lingus worlk-
ers should stand by their ex.
TEAM colleagues and support
their strugele.

Talkjn
Shep|
Botanic sellout

LOCKED OUT gardeners in the
Botanie Cardens returned to work just
hefore Christmas, after eight weeks
outside the gates, The gardeners were
locked out after they voted not to
undertake new work which manage-
ment was proposing, which would have
gipnificantly changed their terms of
employment.

The gardeners, represented by
SIPTUs State and Related Agencies
Branch, had to watch other workers in
the Gardens (members of other SIPTU
branches as well as other unions) pass
their pickets on a daily basis for more
than six weeks because SIPTU did not
call for an all-out strike. When the
application was fnally maide to ICTU
and agreement for an all-out strike was
reached, management still had to be
persuaded into talks by officials of the
Labour Belations Commission.

The settlement reached at the talks
included an agreement that the new
work would not be imposed while an
“independent panel of experts” con-
duected an enguiry - ‘The enguiry team
are to report by 15 January but SIPTU
members will not be optimistic '.'.'hr::r!
they think of similar “settlements’
reached in Irish Life and Ryanair when
militant action by ordinary workers
was undermined by unicn officials’
obvious reluctance to fight for their
members’ interests.

Ryanair disaster

IT WAS reported in December that
four of the Ryanair baggage handlers
who had been sacked at the end of thelr
probationary period (clearly because of
their union activities) had reached an
“amicable settlement” with the airlizz
and had withdrawn_thoseSmrf for
unfair disre’ wfrom the Employment
apfeutse 1Tibunal. It appears that
SIFTU's =solicitor was closaly involved
in the negotiation of the settlement
while the union feam was led by Viece-
President Des Geraghty [t seems that
prominent SIPTU members of the for-
mer DL are as unwilling to fight 1n the
industrial arena as their party 1s in the
political one

Nurses’
pay battle

IT LOOEKS increasingly likely that
nurses are going to have to take strike
action on their pay claim. Talks cuor-
rently underway in the Labowr Court
are going nowhere.

The government and the employers
are trymg to welsh on implementing
the nursing commission report, by
insisting that its recommendations be
taken under F2000, instead of the PCW.

The report was commissioned as
part of the settlement made in 1987 on
a claim under the PCW by the nursing
unions. The government and employ
21’ position is a tactic, If they will not
negotiate seriously, then they have to
be taken on.

The mood is there for action among
the rank and file. All the preparations
for a serions struggle must now be put
n place,

Strike committees should be clected
in every workplace, to work out picket-
ing daties, to decide on which omer-
EENcY services should be provided, and
o arrange solidarity action from other
health workers.
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Roma refugess in Monaghan.

WEEKS leading up
to  Christmas  were
being used by the

Department of Justice to
cover up a string of depor-
tations. i was halted by a
united campaign of anti-
racist and pro-asylum
i seeker groups including

By John McCamiecy,

! : O 14 December Ekundayo
i 4 __ Omeniyi, a Nigerian asylum
¢ M7 seeker, was arrested and

detained in Mountjoy prison.
: He had been told to turn up
§ at the Department of Justice
L for an interview bul was
i taken away to be deported.
3 The next day, a Romanian,
¢ Jula Costain, was removed
4 by Gardai from his home and
alzo placed in Mountjoy for
deportation. 1
Pickets were started out-
side Mountjoy and press
statements went out twice a

against the detentions. The
fightback had begun but on
the morning of 16th
Ekundayo was taken to
”.i.]h““ Adrport to be deport-
il

We were alerted at #.00am
that he was due to fly on the
first flight fo Brussels,
However Ekundayo resisted
and the immigration police
had to postpone the deporta-
tion until 11.45am, on an Aer
Linpus-Sabena flight to
Brussels.

Ekundayo's country of ori-
gin, Nigeria, is run by a noto-
rious military dictatorship
with a well publicized record
of brutality and murder,
Thiz iz the ﬁrs&nutiun
Ekundayo faced if returned
there.

The postponement of his
deportation until 11.45am
pave anti-racist campaipners
enough time both go to the
airport to protest and to go
the courts to secure an

- injunction against the depor-

tqunn:nn the hasis that the

Department of Justice did
not even observe its own
“procedures”. The injunc-
tion was granted at 11.30am,
fifteen minutes before the
flight. :

Nonetheless, the immigra.
tion police have charged
Ekundayo  with  assault
when resisting their
attempts  to  deport  him
despite his hands having
been handeuffed and an arm
being placed over his mouth
50 he couldn't shout for help,

Two days later two more
Romanians were arrested in
Rogslare and brought (o
Mountjoy In both their cases
as well as Jula's, high court
injunctions have been grant-
ed against their deporta-
tions. This was on the basis
ol posaible legal discrepan-
cies on how their cases were
handied.

They are now all out on
bail with their cases being
heard on 11th January,
Ekundayo appears on 14th
January on the assault

charge,
The Department of Justice

has to be taken on directly in

oriler to provent more depor-
ml_luns, Ekundayn is still in
prisen and others could fiol-
low. Join ws now and be
reddy to take on racism
whether it comes from the
state, media or neo-nazi
thugs.

_Elu.r members are active in
different anti-racist Broups
including: Mid-West Against
Racism in Limnerick,
Immipgrant Solidarity  in
Cork and the Anti Racism
Campaign in Dublin.

For more information
about what is happening
telephone 0882621487,
Anti Recism Campeaisgn-
-2 129770,

Mid-West Against Racism-
OG-S0 782,

Immigrant Solidarity, PO
Box IT8 Eglingion Sireet,
Cork.

Students Against Racism-
(01} 4734567
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# For a minimum basie social welfare payment of
£100 a week for the unemploved, pensioners, wid-
ows and those on sickness and disabilits

4 A puaranteed right to a job or training with
decent wages and full workers rights.

- For a legal minimum wage of £6 an hour to end
the scandal of low pay

* For democratic trade unions to fight in the
interests of their members on pay and conditions,
- Repeal the 1991 Industrial Relations Act.

- For a 32 hour week without loss of pay

- For all workers, whether full time, part time or on
contracts, to have full pension, sick pay and holi-
day rights. s

- For a major campaign to unionise all workers
and to make it illegal to sack workers for joining a
trade union or engaging in union activity

# Increase the tax cligibility level to £5,000 a year
for a single worker.

- No worker to pay PAYE above a 25% rate.

- No more tax amnesties for the rich, make them
pay their full share.

- No to local changes - no douhle taxation in any
form.

+* For a propeciy funded public health care system
o put an end to waiting lists.

= No to a two tier health service.

- Far free and comprehensive health care with
clinics in all areas to provide primary medical ser.
vices.

* Change the law and court procedures to protect
the victims of violence,

- For the provision of refuges, financial support
and counselling services by the state to help those
suffering from domestic violence,

- For an end to all forms of chauvinism and sexuo-
al stereotyping in the media, advertising and in

1s.

- No discrimination in pay or employment or pro-
maotional opportunities for women.

* The Socialist Party is opposed to all eriminal
and anti-social behaviour, and supports democrat.
i¢ community action to tackle these problems.

- Cut across drug related crime and the power base
of crganised crime by providing treatment, main-
tenance and counselling facilities for all heroin
;‘fdﬂi‘ms including support services for their fami-

b,

- Treatment centres to be established with the
agreement of the local community, treating
addicts from the local area only, and with a PrOper
menitoring system for the local community

- For community control of the Gardai [0 EMSUre
they work with and implement the policing pricr-
ities advocated by the COMmunities,
% Take economic power out of the hands of the
bankers, speculators and wealthy industrialists
and transfer it to those who do the work and create
the wealth, working class people,
- For public ownership and democratie socialist
planning of the key areas of economic activity
* The Socialist Party advocates a socialist Irelarnd
and a socialist federation of Ireland, England,
Wales and Scotland on a free and equal hasis,
- That means working for an agreed settlement on
the national question, it also means tackling
1E80es such as unemplovmment, poverty and social
deprivation throughout Ireland.
- For the building of a mass socialist party to unite
Protestant and Catholic working class people to
fight for a socialist solution.
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