REFLECTIONS OF 1984
This time lest year, none of us hed eny ides of the history-meking strike that we would be engaged
in. Some of us knew that there was & strong possibility of & strike early in 1984, but did not
envisage the length of time it would continue. Neither did we envisage the various tasks we would
be celled upon to underteke in order to survive, or the type of policing that we would be subjected
to, The treatment of strikers in British Courts, with unprecedented bail conditions being dealt
out for minor offences, and the criminalisation of ordinary, decent, men and women have sickened
us all, -

The strike in Notts. started tor most of us on April 16th, There were quite a few men out st this
time, but it turned out thet many were downstream drifters, or on the sick list, After a few weeks,
these people deserted their comrades and returned to work., The police operations in Notts, were

of & military standing; heavy police presence at individuel collieries, road blocks on Junctions

and main roads. Pickets were stopped and threatened with arrest if they did not turn back, Convoys
of police vehicles on immediate standby toured the County, ready to travel to any colliery where
large numbers of pickets assembled., It was not unusual for the police to get lost and never reach
their destination, Pickets also suffered the seme problem from time to time.

Throughout this dispute, we have travelled to various places, attended Rallies and Meetings that

we normally would never have thought of going. As time went on, it was realised that fund-raising
would be of paramount importance it we were to survive. Men who had never asked for anything in
their lives before, had to take collection tins and stand in busy thoroughfares and ask the public
to make donetions to help support our femilies throughout these hard times. They are still there,
getting some support and taking some abuse in order to raise money for us. Some men have had to
live away from home, to'organise and co-ordinate collections in Ipswich, Harlow, Welwyn, Huntingdon,
etc, Toiey have spoken et public meetings, many of them doing what they thought they would never

do in a millicn years end to such good effect. They have publicly appealed for Christmas presents
for their children and we have already witnessed what an excellent job they have done.

As the sunshine disappeared and Autumn set in, men voluntesred to go logging to provide fuel, as

coal had become non-existent to most of us. A common sight was the NCB lorry delivering to neighbours
who were working - our addresses having been deleted from their list. The men are still logging,
cutting wood, instead of cutting coal. I WONDER WHICH GIVES THEM THE MOST SATISFACTION?

Some of us have had crash courses in Union procedure, trying to ensure our survival as a minority
group, A few of us heve had 2 good education in the legal tield, hopefully at times of benefit
to the men who have crossed swords with police and scabs.

Three weeks into this dispute, the Hucknall and Linby Women's Action Group was formed to provide
support for husbands, boyfriends and sons who were on strike. Many of the ladies had never been
involved in a trade dispute, never esttended meetings and were not peliticelly minded. The Soup
Kitchen sprang into existence at the Labour Rooms, Co-op Avenue. Ladies who had normally only cooked
for family and friends, were suddenly preparing meals for a hundred people on & three-ring domestic
cooker, They were standing with us on picket lines, collecting money, organising Welfare Rights

and publicly speaking on our behalf, They arranged day trips for us to Butlins, 2 welcome break.
They have arranged parties and presents for our children this Christmas. The happy smiles on our
children's faces tell all. They have stood by us and given valued assistance throughout the strike,
WITHOUT THEM, WE WOULD BE MUCH POORER.

For the men who went to Orgreave, the memories of that dey will have the most lasting effect of
all. When the 1984 strike is mentioned in years to come, Orgreave will immediately spring to mind.
A medieval battle fought in modern times.

Reflecting back on 1984, we have sacrificed a considerable amount of money to stand by our principles
and fight for our beliefs. The education we have received in return, money could not buy. The
friends we have made throughout the Country like us for what we are, not what we have, the friends
we have lost were not worth having in the first place.

As we cannot adopt the motto of 'UNITY IS STRENGTH' in this Area, how about a new motto for 1985

"WORKING TOGETHER FOR EACH OTHER"

A Merry Christmas to all Friends and Colleagues

SOLIDARITY IN 1985



Give me the
baseball bat. I'm
going round to

see Kinnoc

There was 2 young man from Montmartre.
rencwned far and wide for his fart.
When they cried, “What a noise!"

REPORTS FROM BEHIND et
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«al Coal Board 10 Brwaing Btreet
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~HAIRMAN
lan MacGregor
25.12,84
25.12,84 Dear Subjects,
Dear Minions, My husband and I extend Sesson's Greetings

to all who are suffering becsuse of me,

We are holding your jobs for ransom -
if you want them back safely just send Yours patronisingly,

us your souls. Maggie and Dennism

Yours hatefully, P.S. Chequers is nice and warm,

Mac the knife P.P.5. We're having & miner for Xmas,
Last year we had turkey,

PRIVATE
QUICK QUOTES

TELEPHONE—MANSFIELD 26034/5/6

THANKS for the overtime and the permission to NAI[“N.M, IENION 0P HINEWOBKERS

buy all the new equipment, NOTTINGHAM AREA
Sir Kenneth Mewman

UNITED WE STAND, FOR UNION I$ STRENGTH
SL=

VICTORY TO TEE BOSSES

Eric Bammond (unofficial EEPTU delegate

Naxeyt, { W
to the C,B,I.) mmi‘ﬁffr‘ b

Thanks for the inepiration Mr, Spencer. _ —
Colin Clarke, W.M.C. g Ry

Keep up the good work —
Parkhurst Maximum Security Wing
Miners Support Group




GO FOR A £ MILLI

CERISTMAS CROSSWORD

ACROBS
1. WORKING MINERS
4. ADVANCE PICKET
0. MEN MISLED BY
EOTTM. UNIOK MEW

12. FEENCE FPIG

13. PRIVATE KILLERS
15. EIP CLOTHING
17. SEEEPS' VOTE

HOW TO CLAIM

DOWR
2, MACGREGOR
3. SEE 14
5+ BIG MONEY MAKERS
6. TOM JONES SAID
ITS NOT
Te SCAB ANSWER WEEK
ASKED FOR SUFPORT
8y —

9. SCABS WALK UF

19. HOTTM VOTE OR %:;?gxogl.;ga ¥
ESTRANCE. 14, RULE 51, FOR

20, ENTRANCE FOR - BULE 51,
SCABS

16. XMAS BONUS HAS

23, WELL KNOWN STEVENAGE DOKE THIS TO A
FEW

FUNDRATSER
24. FOUR LEGS WITE 4 —
OR IT'S BACK
25. MAN MISLED BY 104
26. BISEOPS' LAST WORDS

18. JUSTICE FOR PICKETS
21, GERIATRIC KILLER
22, TEIS YEARS EARNINGS

ME!! Control the
Police, HOW
ABSURDY!
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 1 =

Thanks to the following for their unwavering support during our
magnificent struggle for our jobs, communities and futures:

LABOUR PARTIES: COMMUNIST PARTIES:
Hucknall, Bottingham Central,
Huntingdon, Newham (E. London),
Harlow, Bulwell,

Stevenage, Harlow,

Welwyn Garden City, Hucknall,

Yaxley,

Wood Green,

Eammersmith,

Ware, TRADES COUNCILS:
S.E. Herts,

Basford, Nottingham,
Bulwell, Hearlow,

Hall Green, Huntingdon,
Erentwood, Stevenage,

Ipswich, Long Eaton.

Forest Fields.

ALTERNATIVE ACENOWLEDGEMENTS:
4 really big thank you to the folluving without whom all of
this would not have been necessary,

The Rt Hon Margeret Thatcher P.M.,

The Rt Hon Peter Walker,

Ian McGregor,

Saztchi & Saatchi,

Price Waterhouse,

National Working Miners Committee,

Everyone who voted Tory in the last general election.

LOCAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Hucknall & Linby Women's Action Group,
Dipstick Enterprises (1984) ple.,
National Union of Lumberjacks,

Flying Orators,

B & G and The Nottingham Coin Collecting Society,
630273 Club,

Apologies for omissions as the support all round has been magnificent.

R T
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