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Changes at the top

GORDON BROWN is now
Prime Minister of the United
Kimgdom at last, taking over from
Tony Blair. But the question is will
he be any difficult ?

Mr Brown as Chancellor
steamrollered through the neolib-
eral policies that have destroyed
over a million manufacturing jobs,
ripped the heart out of civil and
public services and lost the exche-
quer lhons because of his obses-
sive commitment to private fi-
nance mitiatives, :

Gordon Brown has never given
any indication that his political ap-
proach will be markedly different
from that of Tony Blair.

Indeed he has lost no opportu-
nity to confirm his commitment to
the private sector and 1s never hap-
pier than when addressing busi-
ness people.

A few days before becommng
Prime Minster Mr Brown said in a
Mansion House speech to an audi-
ence of City financiers: “In future,
every single secondary school and
primary school should have a busi-
ness partner,” mviting his rich au-
dience to jump in and fill their
boots.

Although Mr Brown used the
term “participate” no-one is daft
enough to believe that the motive

By James Stewart ‘

force of private sector companies is
altrnusm.

Mr Brown is simply going one
step further than his “city academy
n every town” new Labour prede-
cessor to demand that business
should call the shots throughout the
state education system,

Instead of holding the carrot of
rich pickings to his Mansion House
audience Mr Brown would have
been far better off having in-depth
discussions with teachers’ unions.

Smce takmg office he has an-
nounced that there will be more
open government under his leader-
ship and an increased role for Par-
liament.

Time will tell whether Gordon
Brown is prepared to take mea-
sures which will increase the power
of the working class and its organ-
1sed trade union movement as op-
posed to following the Blair line of
pandering to, and working for, the
mterests of Big Busiess.

Ifhe 1s to work in the interests of
Labour then he must remove the
anti-trade unmion legislation which
was imposed on the trade unions
under Margaret Thatcher's hard-

line right-wing Tory regime.

With the change in Prime Mm-
ster at Westmmster a change has
been made to the office of Secre-
tary of State for Northemn Ireland
- Peter Hain goes and is replaced
by ex-Tory Shaun Woodward.

With the Executive and As-
sembly m place and working, the
Brown government is reducing
the personnel in the Northem Ire-
land Office, preparing the way for
its eventual phasing out when the
powers over police, law courts
and the legal system as a whole is
devolved to the Assembly in
2008.

Prior to the agreement of
power-sharing between the DUP
and Sinn Fein, Peter Robinson
DUP Deputy leader stated that 1t
would be decades before the
DUP agreed to devolution on
policing and the law.

Now that his party has agreed
to share power with Sinn Fein
there 1s no justification for them
to retamn such a stance.

After all 1s Peter Robmson
saymg that Northem Ireland’s
elected representatives cannot be
trusted or are incapable of over-
seemg basic human rights.

If he is then he 1s insulting not
only his fellow MLAs but the
electoral at large.
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Remove these injustices

BRITISH Prime Minister Gordon Brown told the House of
Commons that he did not accept that events in Iraq and Afgﬁﬂﬂf.\'m.r!
could have any possible link with the attempted car bombings in
London or the Glasgow airport incendiary attack.

Mr Brown urged the public to “continue living their lives as
normal” and pledged, “Everything is being done in our power...1o
protect people’s lives.” ;

To pretend that life in these circumstances is “normal” s
nonsense, unless you believe that having a government which
invades and oppresses other countries at will, provoking attacks by
any means that the oppressed and their supporters can dream up, is
normal.

However that abnormal state of evenis is rapidly becoming the
norm in new Labour's Britain.

Mr Brown claims: “Irrespective of Iraq, irrespective of what is
happening in different part of the world, we have an international
organisation frying to inflict the maximum damage on civilian
life...”

It would appear that Prime Minister Brown has the same tenacious
grasp on reality as his predecessor Tony Blair.

If Mr Brown really wants to do everything in his power to protect
people’s lives, his first approach should be to look at the real world
that we live in and identify the source of the problem.

The source of the problem is injustice. Injustice to the Palestinians
who are living in Gaza in what amounts to the largest concentration
camp in the world, while the British government supports the
unbridled depredations of Israel, and economic boycott for the crime
of having elected a government that the US didn’t approve of.

Also injustice to the Iraqis, who have suffered invasion, blitzkrieg
and mass murder for the crime of not having weapons of mass
destruction and who confinue to suffer occupation for the sole
reason that the US and Britain covet their oil.

Further, injustice to the Afghans, who have suffered sfmﬂ'm-{p for
the crime of once having had aspirations to socialism, haping the
Taliban imposed on them and then removed, both as a result of ¢hy
CIA manipulation, and not accepting the role ofa US puppet. 7

Remove those injustices and the phony war with terror will beco
an unpleasant memory, not a present reality. -

Unity Summe,

Break
Unity is taking 4
three week summey
break
We will be back wity
you as usual on the
weekending Saturday
4 August

ﬁ'

UNITY

APPEAL FUND

We hope we will continue to have
the support you have so generously
given us - both in donations and words
of appreciation.

We still need all the help we can gt
50 we can continue to print Irelands
working class weekly paper published
by the Communist Party.

We will be happy to receive dond
tions, no matter how small - or 1arge I'

l nm St“ding £""'-ll+¢-+-|.|++-.-.-|-u++-r“"‘“"'+'+ll
to the Unity Appeal Fund.
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Please send all donations to:

Unity Appeal Fund
PO Box 85, Belfast, BT1 1SR
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Postal workers protest
about proposed closures Rights Charter

POSTAL WORKERS
throughout the UK took strike
action last Friday and this Mon-
day.

According to the union over
95 per cent of workers through-
out the UK took part in the the
strike last Friday, which was at
sorting offices, mail centres and
crown post offices.

This was the first national post
strike for 11 years, and the 1ssue
is over plans to hive off 85 post
offices to WH Smuth, which
would lead to 1,500 job losses,
pay cuts of £5,000-£6,000 for
the majority of workers over
three years, withdrawal of Sat-
urday working allowances
worth £1,000 a year and pen-
sions cuts of thousands of
pounds. Picket lines was the
scene of the day both on Friday
and Monday.

Andy Furey, national officer
of the Communication Workers

Union stressed that members
had been left with no alternatrve
but to take strike action as
“management are steamrolling
ahead with closures of crown
post offices across the UK.

“The plans announced by Post
Office Limited will have an ex-
tremely negative impact, not just
on postal workers but also for the
general public.”

CWU general secretary Billy
Hayes stated: “WH Smuth is not
interested in the postal service. It
is just about using it to get people
into the shops to sell them sta-
tionery.

“The public will see through
this ruse as a vain attempt to bol-
ster a struggling business.”

The CWU has called on Post
Office Limited to return to nego-
tiations with an improved offer
on pay and job security or they
warn that further strike action is
on the cards.

Connolly Books

L

Specialises in Irish History & Politics;
Classics in European & World Literature;
Folk Craft from the Third World.

43 East Essex Street, Templebar, Dublin 2

When in Dublin visit Connolly
Books, Dublin’s oldest radical

bookshop.

[CTU calls on
Stormont to
adapt European

PETER  BUNTING,  Assistant
(General Secretary of the Insh Congress
of Trade Unions called on the Northern
Assembly and Executive to by-pass the
British Government ‘s opt-out from the
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Mr Bunting made this demand on
Wednesday this week while opening
the Northern Ireland debate at the 2007
Biennial Delagate Conference 1n
Bundoran, Co Donegal. He told over
800 delegates, representing almost one
million workers in both North and
South, that it 1s simply unacceptable for
workers in Morthern Ireland to be
denied the same protection as workers
in the Republic of Ireland:

“Why should a central government in
Westminster have the gall to draw a
‘red line’ around the Charter of
Fundamental Rights? What nerve does
is take to tell the working class of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland that they must be
second class bearers of the EU
passport? What cowardice is shown by
this kow-towing to the unelected
barons of a largely foreign owned
press?

“Here is a proposal for the
Assemblies of Northern Ireland and
Wales and the Parliament of Scotland.
If Gordon Brown won’t allow the
Charter to enter through a vote at
Westminster, let our local and
accountable democracies act as the
back door. Let our Assemblies vote for
every dot and comma of the Charter,
including and especially Article 28:

“Workers have the right to take
collective action to defend ther
interests, including strike action.”

“We in Northern Ireland are still,
almost a decade after the Agreement of
Easter 1998, discussing a Bill of
Rights. Time’s up! Get on with it and
include bold, honest and meaninefiil
provisions like Article 28.”
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Justice needed

RELATIVES of Pat Finucane
and the five people killed m Sean
Graham's betting shop on the
Ormeau Road in February 1992
were handed letters from the
Public Prosecution service
(PPS). They were left to read
that the PPS were not going to
prosecute anyone in these cases
where there appeared to be
strong evidence.

The families of those killed m
the Ormeau Road attack were
also informed that 1t was the
RUC who supplied the gun that
kalled their loved ones.

The statement revealed , that
the loyalist William Stobie a
Special Branch agent, handed
guns over to his police handlers
in in 1989.

The UDA went on to use one
of these guns a 9mm pistol. in
the killing of Aidan Wallace, on
December 1991. UDA/UFF
gunmen opened fire nside the
crowded bar on Sunday
lunchtime.

By Pearse McKenna

The killer walked from table to
table with the 9mm weapon oui-
stretched. :

Aidan Wallace was shot twice
in the back of the head from a
range of nine inches. The same
oun was used in the attack on the
bookie's three months later,
killing five people.

The PPS said while the identity
of the constable who handed the
weapons back to the UDA was
known, he will not be prose-
cuted.

Excuse unacceptabe at
Nuremberg

An excuse was used which was
unacceptable at Nuremberg but
acceptable to the North's PPS.

“He was only following orders
from superior officers who could
not be identified,” was the reason
given not to prosecute.
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Investigations into collusion be-
tween the RUC and loyalists was
carried out at a cost of £20 million
by John Stevens an experienced se-
nior policeman for 18 years .

This in spite of the lack of cooper-
ation from RUC members, and a
questionable fire at his office.

The Stevens investigation re-
vealed they had found hard evi-
dence of collusion between the se-
curity forces and loyalist murder-
ers.

John Stevens said he could only
publish a fraction of his findings but
that he had submitted more than 20
files to the PPS.

There have been no legal proceed-
mngs taken by the PPS in any of
these 20 cases.

The Police Ombudsman Nuala O
Loan office's investigation into the
murder of Robert Mc Cord found
that the state had colluded with loy-
alists in this murder.

Relatives of those murdered are
being asked to accept that the staté
colluded in murder, but in the inter
ests of peace, they must move 0%
and let justice g0.

During the negotiations of t°
current peace process people Wer
Promised a peace with justice, they

!13""'3 got the peace now they n€°
Justige,
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60 000 at the UZ-Festival

A league of its own

THE weather had been
chaotic all week and the 200
strong collective of helpers from
all over Germany and beyond
was forced to work extra shifts
and got soaked to the skin count-
less times.

It took Communist fighting
spirit to get there.

By Friday afternoon the Re-
vierpark was ready for the occa-
sion: 6 kilometres of coloured
lights, 15 stages, hundreds of
stalls, 11 huge marquees, and the
“biggest book-shop m Europe™ —
all up to accommodate the
crowd.

The worrying question ““will
they come” soon answered itself.

By the time the Irish contin-
gent arrived from Paderborn air-
port the park was absolutely
mobbed and none of the cloud-
bursts during the weekend was
able to change that.

60 000 (police-figures which
are not known to be given in our
favour) turmed out to celebrate
with the Communists and their
paper and the atmosphere was
“electric” at all comers of the

festival grounds.

Space here allows for little
more than a bare mentioning of
the absolute highlights.

One of them was certainly the
“Clearwater Walkabout Chorus”
(USA).

Founded by Pete Seeger i
1984 the fabulous 15 piece choir
performed 8 times during the fes-
tival, each gig was packed.

Though Pete, now 87,

doesn’t do the big tours with them
anymore, they carry on his, mes-
sage of a better, more peaceful, a
socialist world.

The only people who had prob-
lems with them were sound engi-
neers and MCs.

Due to the never ending “more,
more”. ... they upset the schedule
on every stage they played at, at
one gig “we shall overcome” lasted
15 minutes — the crowd just kept
on singing.

Konstantin Wecker has been
Germany’s no 1 songwriter for a
good few years now. His concert
on Saturday evening drew a crowd
of 15 000. |

When he left the stage after two
hours of playing and singing with-
out a break his comment “...I've
been at many gigs in my life but this
here is in a league of its own...”
was far from being a sweet-talking
exercise.

Rock against fascism

Microphone Mafia and Cologne
rock band Brings delivered an out-
standing “rock against fascism”
concert and Israeli multi instrumen-
talist Gillard Azmon set the high-
light in jazz.

Working class songs have al-
ways been at the heart of the festi-
val and you got them all over the
place: Rotdorn (Hamburg), Achim
Bigus (Osnarbrueck) and of course
“our own” Song Club Emesto Che
Guevara from Dresden. Their spe-
cial gig at the Irish stall

Saturday afternoon drew such a

| By Hermann Glaser-Baur

big crowd outside the tent that all
“traffic” on the main path through
the park came to a halt. Nobody
minded, why walk on when the
crack is good, stand and join in.

More debates, more public lec-
tures, more arguments (often con-
troversial but always m an atmo-
sphere of great solidarity), more
readings from new books gave
proof of the large and growing in-
terest in the Communists’ answers
to the burning questions of these
times.

Usually the marquees weren't
big enough to hold the crowds.

The “international club™ runs
alongside the festival. It 1s an ex-
change between Communist par-
ties and this time 25 sister parties
followed the invitation of the DKP.

Marion Baur, the CPI represen-
tative at the festival will give an
overview and reports on some of
the discussions in the next few edi-
tions of Unity after the summer
break.

I am not known to end a report
with a quote from a bourgeois pa-
per but here 1s the exception:

The Westphaelische Rundschau
carried a front page article on the
Monday following the festival say-
mg “....during a weekend of can-
cellations and wash outs the Com-
munists remained unimpressed by
the weather and put up a massive
festival. It makes one wonder how
they can do it....”

Some day they will understand
what solidarity, iron-discipline and
Communist-spirit can achieve.

Mind you the day they will ad-
mit that will be the day after the
paper has been tumed into a Com-
munist one.
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In terview with Comrade
Salam Ali, member of
the Central Committee,
about the 8th National
Congress of the Iragi
Communist Party
(Published in "Nameh
Mardom", the central
organ of the Tudeh

Party - Iran, on 9 June

8th. National Congyess of the
Iraqi Communis¢ Party

that would serve the people's interests
and satisfy their needs and demands,
the Communist Party has been openly

domestic  political  forces gpp
favoured by the US?

lraqi poelitical forces in support of
such a timetable that would be
linked te providing the

[t 15 quite clear that some regional
players have been waging their own
proxy war with the US, or their
regional rivals, on Iraq territory, to
serve theirr own natienal security
interests or regienal ambitions.

Mon-Irag terronist groups, wheose
agenda and objectives have nothing to
do with Iraq and the interests of its
people, have been used as convenient

How did the congress evaluated
this aspect of your efforts?

It was unfortunately not possible to
invite international delegations to the
8th Matonal Congress due to the
difficult  security  situation  in
Baghdad. But several messages of |
greeting were received after the
Congress began its deliberations, and

2007, No. 766) - - : The 8th Congress stressed the closely tools for this : jonall - f
: tical of the government failures and g P : ot the internationalist sentiments o
[continued from 23.6.07 Em!c::mirhg,sg crucial importance of ? successful “Ef;e.gg-ar‘:,r political and security Remnants and supporters of solidarity that they expressed with

issue of Unity] ' conclusion of the on-going pelitical conditions. Saddam’s regime, as well a5 ja0 communists, democrats and

The Sth Congress called on the
government to take urgent action 1o

process for prowviding favourable

The party supports an open debate
of this issue in the parhament, with

extremist Islamist groups, have also

people, were warmly received by the

What are your I]Ia[u as rﬂ:ﬂl"ﬂ! fulfil its oromises and inlplement its conditions and TEECEE;]_I‘!,' b = i received vital external hﬂ-ﬂ]{irﬂ. to dﬂlﬂgﬂ'ﬁ.
the continuation and extent of your p:ﬂﬂramnl:; especially regarding  prerequisites  for  ending the the aim ':Lidifme:]m.g a mational  goyqpilise and sabotage the politieal  These included messages from the
participation in various levels of security, national reconciliation,  ©oCUpation and foreign  military ‘:E';'s“’_s""r'ﬂ_u_ o mﬁ?frﬂﬁ Process. Tudeh Party - lran and CPUSA
_ . . ' § res re Aral e
the gmcrnmtnt. ; EESIJH.I'HZHTIE_ the T.IZI]lJI.Ilﬂ-E-. |::ru1.'1|:|mg. F:I'I:‘SEI"HDE : .F]n"t}:ﬁr:h}rlra ]Ef:;tgiiunal 'niB FI1]'H:1PHI yiclhim Ihﬂ! m “"I'ﬂ MW MESSATES hﬂ-"i"ﬂ oW I:ﬂﬂ
How does the general pablic, o .o ices reviving the economy, ~ Italsoendorsed the party policy that a g fn.lﬂgﬂ“'j“' Iragi people, who continue to pay 8 received from fraternal partics,
women, youth, labour, ete view calls on the gevernment to draw up a Such a stepwill help lo forl attempls — p ooy price with tens of innocent including CPs of Vietnam, France,

and evaluate your work in the
parliament and in the

and combating corruphion.
Bold and firm action are urgently
needed to nid the political process of

timetable for achieving this task,
exercise 1ts sovereign nght and

to maintain an open-ended foreign
military presence by the US and its
allies to serve their own agenda.

civilians, including women and
children, being massacred every day.

Britain, AKEL - Cyprus, Bohemia
and Moravia, Germany, Italy, Spain,

government? sactarian tendencies and ensure  prevent further violations being The criminal perpetrators ?fﬂ'lﬁﬂ Australia, Norway, Denmark,
= broader  invelvement of its  committed by foreign forces, regain 1 heinous acts must be unequivecally  Aycira Finland, Hungary, Lefi-
eport endorsed . i the ress evaloated 5 . ' S )
|Th;£ﬂ]gmr i i ﬂt:}l participants in the decision-making  full control over the country’s 1:uw fl of I::‘F! -ﬂ“m_i condemned, and their hellow anti-  gemecratic Socialism of Germany, ]
gl ‘:'“5“*;5_' e osas. resources and their use in accordance :':f': ( 'I?IH n[ug S 'd: occupation claims be exposed. Workers Party of Ireland, CP of :
arty ‘s stanc reeed y F . ran, : —i fe ; h E e
Eal:in;}n;lsunjr: ;I;uﬁimmmi!:; D L “rl-!h- .1:h£; il - iurl;t:]i:“arﬁpﬂuﬂjr:ﬁa] in a:hel l.‘raE:H : l:ltﬂ poli 4:1;] ]m‘dﬂn, Progressive  Democratic F
: be crucial for the present government  priorities, and finally regain full - . - . e B I EFOUPS,  Platform - Bahrain. A congratulation
the elections in December 2003, and : : F stahilazation or destabilazation of : . : - e .
: sectarian di and
and itz performance. national sovereignty. Iraq? Hew sigaificant is i mampulating an divisions

1ts evaluation of the government that
was eventually set up, about one year
azo, led by Noun al-Malek

It= formation, which tock several
months of tortuous negobations, was
mfluenced by the climate of sectanan
polanzation and the poliey of ethnie-
sectanan  quota, especially  in
allecating, the so-called “sovereign”
ministerial posts.

The Iraqi Mational List, a secular

The party’s participation and role,
both in parlkament and government,
has so far been a generally positive
expenience, complementing its work
on other levels and among the people,
defending their interests.

The party’s pnncipled positions in
both institutions, followed by bread
sectiens of the population through the
mecha, have contributed to enhancing
its mational status as a unifying

One of the most important
prerequisites for regaining national
sovereignty is taking control of
secunty, runmng it in accordance
with the prionities dictated by national
interest.

As pomnted out by the Congress
political report, security has to be
dealt with as an integral part of a
chain of economic, social, political,
mulitary and media measures, that

influence on  the  internal
developments in Iraq? Are they
helping or hindering the efforts of
the Iragi people to regain the
country’s full sovereisnty?

The Party Congress, in its analysis
of the factors contributing to the
complex situation i Irag, drew
attention to the role of the external

stirnng up sectanamsm, has alse had
a detrimental effect on efforis to

achieve Iraq nabional reconciliation
In additon, shifting regional
ahgnments are strongly influenced by
the US policy in the area and designs
for mpmmg its hmumr mn Eﬂ

democratic  and liberal electoral X.f. ; n factor includi resional :
oalition, joiced the'a ent and  PAUTIOHC fml ﬂ-.al_ 15 praised for its  altogether contnibute to eradicating imfﬁ;m,_ e = megOtS el
was given four ministerial posts honesty and mntegnty, and untainted  the sources of terrorism and help to e ; E consequences of contin
. port said that “our country has o B
and terronst violence 1

mcluding one held by our party.
Although its program was generally
good and endorsed by parliament, the
government inherited a heavy legacy
from previous govemments, in

with sectarianism, bigotry, violence,
narrow  political
cormuplion,

calculations or

How did the congress evaluated

improve the security situation.

“There is ne doubt that achieving
progress on these levels will allow
clear agenda to be set for the
departure of foreign forces, and create

rned into an arena of a vicious
struggle, where regional and
international interests and stratesies
ntersect and clash, interacting with
the internal situation, and acting

addinen to working under abnormal the calls for the withdrawal of IS the material and political against the interests of Iraai peopl acted upon. | m "
and extraordinary conditions with ff"':“ from lIraq and various prerequisites for that ™ and  their aspirat T :
orgamsed  terrorism,  rampant nmuﬂhks,mﬂ“t“’ for such The two comrades representing, our security :n'nrJFl stanb?i' bl Were there any
Eﬂ""-'F'*iml'h and fervent attempts to m::'dlr:l“"’l Do you think US exi party in the Iraqi parliament have sovereignty over their ;'fE!fr:anEﬂl“; delecatisaiin e
ﬂh{rTq:IE.'E is cfl'nrr:—:. b hp peace in Irag or wil recently  signed 3 memorandum wealth, achieve the de ry a1:| congress?

While expressing its support for ET:'::HIIE;& ::’t“:'lt““: in Iraq? calling for 2 timewsble for the atmnmnm and speed up mﬁmmm © of international 'f.
government pelicies and measures stabilization  of “Ir;;ll!}ﬂttw.lll':: withdrawsgl ﬂfmcuparmn forces. af comprehensive reconstruction”™. :3;!“::11&““":: [_ .

There 15 broad consensus AMeng

—

Chinese ambassador in

?. e o

The Political Report endorsed b

the Congress mum nportance

of further developing inte
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( MEDIA REVIEW

Drang nach Osten !
US style

REMEMBER Kosovo, well
George Bush certainly does but
whether he can point it out on a
map is another question.

A couple of weeks ago an arti-
cle appeared in the Guardian in
which the author stated that
Bush had met with the Italian
Prime Minister Romano Prodi
and declared that it was time to
bring the 1ssue of Kosovan inde-
pendence “to a head.”

As the writer of the article said,
“In other words, Kosovo should
become mdependent without the
approval of the UN security
council.”

He added that, ““now the em-
peror has spoken, 1s there really
any point discussing the future of
the disputed Serbian province
any further 77

“Well yes, actually, there is”
was the writer’s response.

He went on to state that what
is at stake is not just the illegal
seizure from Serbia of the cradle
of its national history and the

“rewarding” of the campaign of

violence by the so-called Kosovo
Liberation Army - KLA - which
resulted i 200,000 non-

Albanians fleeing or being driven
out of the area since 1999.

The question has to be raised as
to whether - in the writer’s
words - “one dangerous and
globally lawless state, the US of
George Bush, has the right to
redraw the map of the world in
any way it chooses.”

He makes the point that the -

dependence that Bush 1s on
about needs to be put in inverted
commas as the Kosovo the US
has in mind will be no more inde-
pendent than Iraq or
Afghanistan.

Certainly Bush’s stance is not
out of any concern for Kosovan
Albanians or for any “passionate
belief in self-determination.”

He contrasts this attitude to
Kosovo with the position of pro-
Russian breakaway provinces m
Georgia and Moldova, “whose
claims for statehood they - the
US - regularly dismiss.”

The writer makes the claim that
this is the “final stage” in the
West’s “strategic concept™ i.e.
the destruction of this “genuinely
independent” Yugoslavia and its
replacement with a series of
“weak and divided World Bank -
Nato protectorates.”™

The writer accepts that many
people will support indepen-
dence for Kosovo “on the simple
grounds of self-determination”
and that roughly 90 per cent of
Kosovans desire separation from
Serbia, but having said that there
is the central concern of the
rights of the non-Albanian popu-
lation. The Minority Rights
Group is quoted in its assessment
of the situation where it stateg
“nowhere is there such a level of
fear for so many minorities that
they will be harassed simply for
who they are....nowhere else in
Europe is it at such a high risk
of ethnic cleansing occurring in

The near future - Or €ven a risk ot
genocide.” As the writer states,
“¢his hardly impress confidence
in the future.”

Of course there is the knock-on
effect as Albanian separatists m
Montenegro and Macedonia will
be mgguraged by this develop-
ment.

Qerbia itself could face further
disintegration as Albanians living
:n the south of the country are
‘%een” to be included in a “new”
Kosovo and the Hungarian mi-
nority living in the area of
Vozvodina is likely to intensify
its demand for self-
determination.

Of course the “liberation"” of
Kosovo has meant rich pickmgs
for US companies with the pri-
vatisation of former socially
owned assets.

Serbia is being supported by
Russia with which it has strong
historical links and the writer
makes the pomt that the tide is
turning, quoting the US support
for another “colour coded™ revo-
lution in Belarus that “backfired
spectacularly.”

Also that Russia is increasingly
challenging the US version of the
nazi Drang Nach Osten - march
to the east.

George Bush should take a
look at his own country’s history
of the Civil War which was
fought because the southemn
states seceded from the union.

Having said that, he comes
from Texas, one of those very
States.

As an aside it says a lot about
the President of the most power-
ful country in the world when
latest figures show that more
Aﬂileriuaus, in percentage terms,
believe that Elvis Presley is alive

than approve of

BuSh. 0 _w‘
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All change !

UMMER 1s here. ‘A’
levels have been consigned
to history - well until the
evil day of reckoning in
August.

Number Two 1s doing
what seems the trend after
‘A’ levels and 1s going to
Majorca with a large num-
ber of people from the same
school.

It was sold to them with a
promise of sun, sea, sand,
sangria and sex - don’t you
just love the alliteration !
His beloved will also be
there.

Meanwhile No 1 is head-
ing for South America for
the month of August with
his beloved - that is if he
can still afford to go after
paying for all the jabs he

Order Unity by post every week.

(£50 Europe; £60 USA/Africa/Asia)
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has to get and pills he
needs to take with him.

So, the Boss and I have to
make our weary and lonely
way to France without
them - to coin a phase, to
lose one son seems fortu-
nate, but to lose two seems
downright bliss !

At the end of summer No
1 will be going to live in
Wales as he is returning to
university.

Unfortunately, though No
2 is planning to live at

“home and go to QUB - re-

sults permitting.

[ had always told him he
could go and live in the
Holyland and cause trouble
like the rest of them - but
given the hike in fees to
over £3.,000 a year, we

Subscription rates: 6 months £17.50; 12 months £35.
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-------------------------------------------------

Send to Unity Subscriptions: PO Box 85, Belfast BT1 ISR

have been persuaded that
the financial savings 1n-
volved will fully compen-
sate for having a real live
student chez nous.

This remains to be seen.

We have contemplated
changing the locks when No
1 departs or even doing
what some other people
have (apparently) done
while their offspring was
away - move house without
leaving any forwarding ad-
dress !

All this sounds a bit cal-
lous I suppose to people of
a soppy disposition, but
given present circum-
stances and the cost of
housing or renting, the pre-
sent generation of students
and twenty somethings
could be living at home for
a long, long, long time.

And 1t’s too cosy.

My generation, in general
couldn’t wait to break free.

Now it’s equally likely to
be the parents.

| Let your voice
|  be heard !

Unity welcomes articles of

interest to our readers.
Let us know of your
campaigns and forthcoming
events.
We also accept advertisements
from progressive

organizations.

(Rates on request.)
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Japanese minister defends
US atomic bombings

JAPANESE Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe rejected
calls to sack Defence Min-
ister Fumio Kyuma last
weekend after Mr Kyuma
claimed that the US atomic
bombings of Japan at the
end of the second world war
had been inevitable.

Mr Abe also said that he
had no plans to seek an
apology from the US over
the nuclear atrocities.

Mr Kyuma came under
fire last Saturday after he
said: “I understand that the
bombing ended the war and
I think that it couldn’t be
helped.”

He apologised the next
day after bitter criticism
from survivors of the bombs
and from opposition and
ruling-party legislators.

“l am sorry if my com-
ments gave the impression
that I do not respect the vic-
tims,” Mr Kyuma told a
news conference in his
home city of Nagasaki.

“I will refrain from mak-
ing such comments.”

The US atomic bombings
of Hiroshima on August 6,
1945 and Nagasaki three
days later massacred more
than 210,000 people.

Thousands of survivors
still suffer from radiation-
linked 1llnesses such as

liver cancer and leukaemia.

A-bomb survisors’ group
Nihon Hidankyo secretary-
general Terumi Tanaka
condemned Mr Kyuma’s re-
marks as “nothing but ver-
bal abuse. We demand the
Minister retract his com-
ments immediately.”

The opposition Social
Democratic Party called for
the defence minister's re-
moval from office.

But Mr Abe said he had
no plans to dismiss Mr

— Kyuma.

“As a Nagasaki native
and as the defence minister,
he needs to continue to
show his leadership to-
wards nuclear abolish-
ment,” Mr Abe said.

The defence minister
claimed that his comments
had been misinterpreted.

He had meant to say the
bombing “could not be
helped from the American
point of view,” Mr. Kyuma
said.

But opposition Demo-
cratic Party of Japan leader
Ichiro Ozawa accused Mr
Kyma of defending the US
view of the attacks - that
they expedited Japan’s syr-
render - and called his com-
ment “dishonourable ang

inappropriate as the de-
fence minister.

Brazil: landless

workers weigh
in on biofuels

THE Fifth Congress of
Brazil's Rural Workers Without
Land, the MST ended last month
with a march through Brasilia
protesting about transnational

land grabs and  mining
privatisation.
President Luiz Inacio Lula da

Silva’s push for using sugarcane
ethanol for fuel occupied many
of the sessions over five days.

Speakers warned against “big
capitalism” taking over biofuel
production, saying the interests
of small farmers need to be
taken mnto account.

The 18,000 delegates passed
a resolution condemning new
legislation that promotes large-
scale eucalyptus monoculture,
saying it would remove food-
producing land from cultivation.

In a message, Cuban
President Fidel Castro praised
the MST as “combative,” well-
organised and “profound in its
thinking

He greeted a new MST
Eﬂ?lnﬂl - founded in cooperation
with  Via  Campesina, a
worldwide social movement -
for training  environmental
agronomists, and pointed out
that 80 MST students are
St“d}'i_ﬂg at Cuba’s Latin
American School of Medicine.
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bOut Cuba | Cuba protects

5 oy tharplace patients’ labour

N Cuba, a mother or father can either opt to return to work or -
remain at home until their baby 1s one year old, and can avail of very Il ghts

! low-cost day-care facihities. :

- : : i : CUBA guarantees employment, job
| This law also covers an absence of up to six months , - : =

| p ths from work, protection and medical assistance to

-1aut adverse consequence, for e 4 - L5 , .
mfhr}u - gf“ e ither parent should one of their |,eople living with HIV-AIDS as a
children under the ag sixteen become ill. state policy that give priority to human

S : development, and more than 90 per
Quch a law is important in a country such as Cuba, where women are: |cent of those affected by the disease in

ST T T S —

% 66 per cent of all technicians and professionals, : Cuba have a job. _
* 62 per cent of un iversity graduates, Cuba also maintains a co-ordinated

prevention campaign, involving all
relevant government institutions and
organisations.

% 49 per cent of judges, and
* 36 per cent of the members of the National Assembly,

% 33 per cent of all those at managerial level, The legjslation is part of a general
% 18 per cent of the heads of Cuban ministries, system of social security and social
* 23 per cent of deputy ministers, assistance that together guarantee a
* 61 per cent of Cuba’s lawyers, dignified life for all citizens.

* 44 per cent of the workforce in the state and civil sector, Cuba is one of the few countries that

offer HIV-AIDS patients their
medication free of charge and in which

i e it is produced nationally.
All receive equal pay for equal work Ann position. Access 10| 1 p o< caused the death rate to

education and health services, including sexual and reproductive | 4ron from 24 per 100,000 people in

health. is universal and free. Abortion is free on demand. 2000 to 5 per 100,000 last year.
Women'’s life expectancy in Cuba is 78 years, maternal mortality | Generic drugs began to be produced

is below 6 per 1,000 live births (the lowest in Latin Almerica, and [in  Cuba in 2001, and their

better than many areas of the United States). effectiveness has proved similar to
drugs produced by foreign companies.

Over the last five years the medicines

* 47 per cent of Supreme Court judges.

q‘r—i:-.‘{.‘.u':i"r‘l-ﬂ-ﬁi:‘.;__ b B

Life expectancy among top thirty

Cuba is among the top thirty countries in the world for life
expectancy, according to statistics released at an international seminar
in Havana on care of the elderly.

Included in the countries with the longest life expectancy are Japan
(81.6 years), Sweden (80.1 years), Spain and Australia (over 79),
New Zealand and Costa Rica (over 78), the United States (77.1) and
Cuhal and seventeen other countries (77).

PE:TI:HE F“Eﬂﬁ a regional consultant on aging and hearllth with the
Cubanmenﬂan Health Organisation, spoke of the E}D[I].I'[lltt‘nﬂtlt of the
; government, which puts great emphasis on human

evelopment,
fHE said Cuba has accomplished marvels with its diverse schemes F"r]";"‘; i::ﬂi";ﬁ?:“ﬂﬁﬁ?: =

or the elderly, who are an estimated 16 per cent of the population. B e

illnesses that affect HIV-AlDs
patients.

The six Cuban anti-retroviral drugs
satisfy the local demand and
guarantee the triple-therapy drug
cocktail to all patients needing 1t.

There are 2,600 HIV-AIDs patients
in Cuba. which is among the lowest
rate. at 0.09 per cent, and the lowest in
the Carbbean.

Infermation from the Cuba

Support Group Ireland.

i — 4.
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Questions on the role of
trade unions

THE problems caused by In this context, the major
capitalism today, which the  aim of government intervention
Trade Union movement has to  in the UK economy has been,
respond to, are problems faced  and still is simple, to suppress
by working people not just in  working-class militancy, and to

By Gary Denis

this country but world wide. maintain a cheap labour econ-  ,te of exploitation even where
Inflation and unemploy- omy in order to bolster ineffi-  {,de unions are strong.

ment, in particular, beset all cient British capitalism. Given this context of the in-

capitalist economies. terpenetration of the state and
In the UK the trade union Wide choice of options monopoly capitalism, and the

movement is also confronted by determined and seemingly suc-

the specific weaknesses of the In this endeavour, govern-  .accfil incorporation of the

UK cconomy due to the low  ments (New Labour included) {.4e union movement into this

level of industrial investment have a wide choice of options, o nolithic structure, it is im-
provided by multi-national as capitalism contains an ar- portant to ask theoretical ques-
companies, which prefer to ex-  moury of measures to combat . .c on the role of the trade
port their capital abroad, where  labour’s attempts to reduce the .0 movement in todays cap-
wages are next to nothing, and  rate of exploitation :- italist society.
profit 1s maximised. Speed up, “productivity What is the relationship be-
These same companies, to-  deals”, intensification of . on the trade union move-
gether with the traditional, do-  labour, inflation, tax increases,
mestic and foreign capitalist fi-  welfare cuts, privatisation, le-
nancial institutions, create the  gal restrictions and incomes
‘economic framework which  policies, etc etc.
“New Labour” decides its eco- It 1s thus not surprising that
nomic policies. capitalism can maintain the -

ment and contemporary capital-
ism ?

Are trade unions still capa-
ble of articulating opposition to
the power of capital ?

Or are they now primarily a
means of incorporating work-
‘ ing class resistance ?

If trade unions are still an

James Connolly’s

\‘} opposition force, what strate-
COIIBCted Orks gies should they adopt in pur-
Essential Reading suit of workers power?
What is the trade union
| lum : e
Volumes 1 & 2: £10 each movements relationship with
: the Labour Party ?
Please send me Volume(s) 1&2 Name......voeeeeeevicianssosennn...
iw And finally, to what extent
Address..n.enneeen. A A L S in current conditions, does
trade union activity inspire of
Send coupon to Unity, PO Box 85, Belfast BT1 1SR deflect socialist mnsﬂjgusness‘?
|
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