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Unions and the Labour Party

NEW STRAINS

EDITORIAL

BUILD AN ANTI-IMPERIALIST WORKERS
ALTERNATIVE!

T'he strains between the trade | ‘not very radical. In the past . April I3 could be a very significant day in the history of the |
anion leadership and the THE LABOUR PARTY the ITGWU union has had fightback against austerity he | 'Irish working class. The half-day stoppage initiated by the
Labour Party have in recent strong links with the bourgeois would first get rid of all the ]| ITGWU looks like being a virtual afternoon general strike. Mo

weeks begun to take on the : gl : "
form of a public squabble. Since ditching the traditions

Dn the union side the main of Connolly in the 1920’s, the

nationalists of Fianna Fail. trappings of the past period |} importantly, the discussion in the unions and the workplac lr
Tying the trades union move- of ‘social partnership’. The is already centering not on April I3 itself, but whattodo |
ment politically to another cap- Employer-Labour Conference] afterwards. There is a determination emerging that unlike the
. e ) f . . - - . s |
=ritic of _Labpur s performance ;—?E;“ th;;Jalrty han”E";r beein italist party is no solution to  the Labour Court and quiesc- | massive PAYE demonstrations, this stoppage will not be l_;.;'-
n Coalition is John Carroll e Ic 4 L;ger ?rth 2 pﬂl.;_ workers' problems. The policy ence in the growing use of the} half day wonder! .-; "
of the ITGWU. racdl feadersnip of The WOTKINE followed by the trades union  courts against strikes and occ o

class. Refusing to recognise 1,5 vement over the last 12 yearsupations. In short, he would | The severity of the Coalition’s attacks on the living stand ds |

The Labour Party’s role in the the role of British imperialism ¢ o0 ) understandings and start to rest his confidence on| of working people is dividing the 26 counties between those
lition of spearheading the N Ireland has historically left |00 Joreements packaged in  the militant action of union | who support its pro-rich policies and those who say, ‘Let’s |
cious attacks on workers liv- the Labour Party to play 2 a collaborationist concept members instead of hob- fight back!” April I3 could well be the opening shot in a ‘,

ing standards in the recent 'ln:lt::{};nrlzliixelnt;:yp:;la::c:nt; of social partnership has done nobbing with ‘progressive massive confrontation between on one side the bossesand | o

hJc{get in e{u?hange for a few rod e nothing to protect jobs and  capitalists. their political stooges in Fine Gael, Fianna Fail and yes, even :-;-
cabinet positions has forced mudguard ST Croace. VNG standards. Indications _ in the Labour Party, and on the other the overwhelming major L |
Carroll ard others to take 5 of e MOsE reatt™  ore that the unions are still Outside of developing a ity of working people who refuse to pay for the mess that cap-}

lonary capitalist party, Fine

their distance. Th tion |
B T NS ool while theansjority of

holding on to this concept and Strategy for independent italist governments of all hues have made of Irish society.
ave Carroll and the other "0 "0~ T e -, are hoping through such a deal Workers action, withdrawal | | | i |
rades union leaders an alter- pseudo-republicans of Fianna to mndt‘araye the sev_erlty of cff the political levy is most This mnfrnnta_tmn co_uld brlng_ down the Coalition. But what
)ative strategy to the govern- L e e LEthrical Fhe capitalist austerity offens- |IkE‘|}" to Ie-ad tf:n a wholh,_r : would replace it? A F!anna Fail government or a National
nents policy of making the ive. negative rejection of politics. | Government would still seek to make workers pay for the
vorkers pay for the economic That’s not what the working | capitalist crisis - they would be the old jackals in a new suit,
-risis? Can they force the This is a pipedream. While a people of Ireland need today. | driving down our living standards and democratic rights.

. 3 - = ) : . ‘Aﬁt‘ t,‘ - -
Labour Party to act as a pol- THE TRADES UNIONS Fianna Fail government might at 1s needed is a working
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identification with the nation-
al struggle.

El
T

itical leadership for the work make some temporary con-  class party committed to Only a government of those who are exploited, a government
ing class and resolve the econ- cessions to ward off militant  workers action in opposition | of workers and small farmers would offer a different remedy. |
amic crisis by fighting for Is John Carroll saying some- action, its general objective  to the attacks of Irish cap- It would stop spending tens of millions of pounds protecting |
workers’ solutions? If we look thing new in his criticism of  would be the same: defence italism and the British Britain’s‘partition’ border and serve notice to quit to the Brit- |
it the past record of the Lab- the Coalition? The answer to  of profits at the expense of  imperialist power that stands |ish administration and occupation army in the 6 counties. It |
sur Party and the trades union that would be .. is John Carr-  workers’ living standards. If  behind it. would tax the profits of the multi-nationals and nationalise |
ieadership the outlook isn’t oll's own house in order? His there was any willingness by the banks finance and insurance companies to fund the |
promising. own opposition to Coalition is John Carroll to lead a real creation of jobs and provision of social services; it would

¥ -‘.-.
- __‘-'"1. " .‘
# sl

confiscate the plant and resources of any capitalist
employer threatening redundancies and place them under y
the control of the workers. It would uphold and extendthe |
rights of women and youth. It would oppose the n ,_j ear arms

race and give support to the movements for natic
liberation worldwide. ~
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T % . il It is just such a government that James Connolly fought

| T for in 1916. The Labour and Workers' Parties have long since~
abandoned the aims of Connolly. A new party must be built,
a party that stands up unconditionally for the interests of
working people, that defends all those rights that are under
attack. -A new party that unites the fighters against imperialist]
rule with the class conscious militants in the unions, inthe 1
womens movement and amongst the youth, It is that type of i
party - in the Connolly tradition - that Peoples Democracy }
fights to build. &
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IRISH TRANSPORT &
GENERAL WORKERS
UNION

i
T

standards collapse.

The NICTU estimate that if
all their proposals were acc-

But even if it was 20 years ago,

iti i if the crisis was just a hiccup,
epted by the British T ories if ,
it would create 40,000 new hhe NICTU plan would be use-

jobs which by today’s figures less in tackling the traditional

would leave over 70,000 wor- mass unemployment and

kers still on the dole. But poverty thAP passes fo!' life in
even this modest p!an has the 6 counties. The misery Of

already been given the thumbs WOrking P:;)F:IE in the Nc:‘r;ﬁ
i . i ite th Is an inevitable conseque
‘The Trade Union Alternat-  _ap extra £/50m investment ;’JT:_?SLE;:;:E;E:"ME of the political and economic

ive’ put forward by the North- j; energy to equalise prices i ‘tich imp-
: control which British imp
of the : : North should be treated as i _ _

it sl G S e e ‘a special case’. erialism exercises over Irish

Irish Congress of Trades Unio- gizain : :

_ ns (NICTU) will undoubtedly * _modernisation of the rail- o _ . .Sg?etly' Il;?t |:hthe5e;;z!;1w;y
e - be endorsed at this month's  wgys and an improved road ~ This ‘special case’ argument N Ireland IO ant S0
Annual Conference in White- perwork serves to emphasise the total international recession simply
Abbey. What is equally un- .increased subsidies for agric- 30sence of reality from the ~ means going from a bad sit-

doubted is that it will do little ,/zure particularly the pro-  Whole approach of the NICTU uatir._:)n to worse a{xd‘eventually
to halt what NICTU call ‘the  cessing industry to the problems of unemploy- to-disaster. Imperialist dom-

i ] " which . . . . ment and poverty in the ination also explains why there
g:::;t; t;P:n IT; ::fv:vhurk- ~improved industiral training o, 1y rpefuses to recognise is such widespread fear tha
ing people in the 6 counties. ~import controls that the present international even in the event of an uptum

| recession is not just some hic- in the world economy, partit-

Basically the NICTU plan is a cup in the normal order of  ioned Ireland wouldn’t benefit:
rehash borrowed from the boom and prosperity - it i
British TUC’s ‘Alternative thinks that the adoption of  Workers in the North seemto =
Economic Strategy’. It calls Keynesian measures - such as  understand in their own way
for increased investment in the Callaghan government’s  that the “Trade Union Alter-
the public sector and social social contract - would sort - naf:ve' is irrelevant to M * |
services: f"_‘_’Wﬂ“ﬂg out, ﬁ13_11 the Py .daily struggle against job-
..a target of 10,000 new public mixed economy’ (ie capitalism lessness and poverty. There

with a human face) is still the were no howls of protestat
best way of organising society. Prior’s arrogant dismissal of
So the problem becomes  NICTU’s proposals; this lack
Margaret Thatcher and her of protest will be matched by
‘monetarist experiment’ ignor- an equal lack of interest in the
ing the truth that in every fighting rhetoric of the NICTU|
capitalist country unemploy- ' leaders at their seaside conf-
ment is soaring while living erence in Whiteabbey. .

sector houses a year
..new capital investments in

hospitals and more preventive
health care facilities

..a comprehensive system of
secondary education and _
more facilities for the under-

fives

—
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Limerick | CAMPAIGN FOR PRESS e, shaicdenns

recently launched ‘Campaign 7 Repeal Section 3/ of the {

t t E'REOM for Press Freedom'. The Broadcasting Act - which bans \
S a r‘ S campaign is organised around republican spokespersons \
L al £ — from the television and radio. }
\

*©  PEOPLES MARCH FOR JOBS |i:&sas

0 r g a n i S e and business without fear of

{

— \
R §
\

\

\,

\

court wrils.

)
Some 70 people turned out 3. For a change in the laws of )
v distsiss what G Rout contempt - and subjudice - t
unemployment in Limerick’s these are the laws which stop- |
Connu_lly Halll m} E‘.a”fh. 28' ped Irish journalists reporting .
'L;)_rgha ';)Iﬁei E\" . mt”ff on the link between Attorney \ {
t}‘:gmt »jsrc u;i;pprli;;-?:du General Patrick Connolly and \\
workers with a good attend- the McArthur murder case, al- 4
ance by shop stewards, though the British press were ' 8

branch and trades council free to print what they liked.

delegates.
4. End the restrictions on

journalists by the Offences
Against the State Act - so that
proceedings In the non-jury

| Special Criminal Court can be
fully reported.

Des Bonass of the ATGWU
and Dublin Trades Council
spoke of the need for a mil-
itant fight to defend existing
jobs and referring to the re-
cent success of the Clondalk-
in workers, called for support
for sit-ins, occupations “‘and
any other action we deem
necessary’. He concluded by
calling on the Labour Party
to withdraw from Coalition

5. For a Freedom of Informat-
lon Act and repeal of the
Official Secrets Act - because
people have a right to know

e e e B P a P I

and warned that if this was With uinempluymcnt rising towards 200,000 in the 26 ’ o SR about decisions that affect
natdone 24 Wade union Counties, Tuesday 26 April sees the start of the 1983 Peoples (/1) For a guaranteed living income for all unemployed our future and about infor-
political group will be set up March for jobs. Between then and Mayday, the marchers PErsons mation filed on us by the state.
to lead the working class will cover the 160 miles from Cork to Dublin, stopping off | P s ) o
fightback "’ in Dungarvan (26 April), Waterford and Kilkenny (27 April) () jFor : gas f f’ r;oy;ir;;;n:;ksmes (s Founding members of the
and Carlow and Newbridge on the 28 April to make sure o L e o LA | campaign include .. Sean :
Another speaker was Peggy thelr message is heard by as many as possible. The march Defend the right to occupy ...end the use of McBride, Vincent Browne of \
Hanbury, President of the will finish with the marchers joining the Mayday demonst- (V)IN/ UNCTIONS against workers in struggles ...REPEAL | the Tribune and Tomas Mac-
Limerick Council of Trade ration organised by the Dublin Council of Trades Unions. ., ", /e Entry and Occupation Act. Anna of the Abbey Theatre,
Unions who called for the | Eamon McCann, Brian Higgins
SSEUOT S CERUE TOr the o sk cad bl (vi) REVERSE the cuts in public spending Bt PUTCOI 8N Ded Borass
jouiess. roindngiout that (i) Opposition to all redundancies and closures ...OCCUPY of the ATGWU.

trades councils have already
set up such centres elsewhere
she went on to hope that
Limerick would see one in
the near future. "7he centre
could be used to offer advice
and quidance to the jobless

in terms of their entitlements.
e EDUCATION FOR SOCIALISTS

place where the unemployed . H |

to demand nationalisation

Organise support for then march in your area, in your trade AINE FURLONG

(it) For a 35 hour week to create jobs union and workplace or among your unemployed friends.

could devise various policies
in relation to their social and

economic needs . St&fﬁﬂg with this issue lﬂE and Exp]ﬁining thelr relevance st'ating your vicwpoint with
. Craig will be writing a rggular to militants today. Joe wants any ideas for what he should ‘
From the Finglas Unemploy- column dealing with the ideas  the column to cover those write about. Below, he writes
ed Action Group, Eddie of Marx and other great questions which our readers  about Marx’s view of the role
Conlon reported on the plans socialist leaders, such as Lenin, find most puzzling so he'll of the working class.
for the H"’Pk’s M‘Fd' For Trotsky and James Connolly,  welcome it if you drop a line -
Jobs in April. It is hoped
that a Limerick banner will - — — — -
be carried on this march.
WHAT DID MARX STAND FOR?
meeting there was alot of -
support for the idea of an
unemployed centre. Attent-
ion was drawn to the increas-
ing resistance among Workers This year marks the centenary He saw the possibility of before the basic needs of workplaces), it is the only force need for a programme for t
to the cutbacks and E'Edund- of the death of Karl Marx. As building a new socialist society humanity. How else could we which can destroy capitalism. socialist revolution in which
ancies. Occupations in Kerry, . \ o d expect there has been where the fantastic technology explain the death of millions all those who fought
Sorkand.bubiin marked a a flood of newspaper articles  created by industrialisation ~ from malnutrition while In “The Communist Manifesto’  capitalism could combine
r fighting mood among work- o 4 4o jevision programmes could be used, not to create  billions is spent on nuclear written in 1848, Marx explained their energies and thus stren
F ing people and this was giving marked by ignorance of, and more profits for capitalists, weapons? Or the mass unemp- not only why the working class gthen their fight. This was
~ confidence to those out of prejudice against, what Marx  but for the good of all loyment that exists while plant should fight for socialism, but  necessary to counter the
work. The self-organisation said, wrote and fought for. To humanity. machinery and resources lie how they could do it. For Marx divisions created by capitali:
e unemployed was NowW 4., 10 dia he was at best an idle that could be used to build was not only a man of theory,  int he working class. There
1g areal possibility. ..o dreamer, at worsta  SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM - houses, schools or hospitals?  all be it revolutionary theory,  could be no watering down
. d fanatic whose ideas have been he was also a man of action, the working class demands -
umming up, the chairper- used to bring half the world But Marx was not only a phil- THE ROLE OF THE whose lifelong involvementin it should stand in defence o

X) N ,”..‘|J,," d:fl’ under the totalitarian dictator- osopher. In ‘Das Kapi?r hisd WORENNS 0 Eﬂikﬁghgf ﬁ’;ﬂgﬂﬁﬁi’lg iy ggL%IJQO?:::&?;:?:‘E
R o e ships of Russia and China. greatest work, he put forwar _ _ _
the general agreement on the While many Irish anti<mperial- a scientific explanation of  ‘Das Kapital’ used philosophy, Organise against oppression, MARXISM

| * ists see through this black pro-  what was wrong with capital- economics and politics to show Marx asserted that the workers

o ol
_ - (—M ! 2
P e, T

- need for a nauon.

K : | :-..—- e I‘__I_ LI.I ey ::-; —'-_,.-“"_ : rr.l I;rin::ial:'.j._r*'. LE I'T‘ i 1!_.___.1_,__% il ! - - - v? L] L4 ‘
- ered DUL gTOWINE TeSISLalict B0 ¥ ) rx’s ideas or ist has been able to refute since was not due to ‘human nature’ WOU't ad t I thev day class stru be it in Ir
nlv do .not see the relevance He showe at economic or gre must unite all those Oppl’l‘ﬁﬂd land or elsew , can (“17-

level there was a clear desire S RIS T : s 1 B il i

the fight for a  crises - with mass unemploy-  system. Yet this sy . . the relevance of the system
among those pres_ent to con- of rnarxism t?)l #1 ment, falling liﬁng standardS, created the instrument for l'ﬁ and downtrodden bY ﬂt}e sys:em of ideas Mﬂowd W’Y’MM -
tinue as an organised group.  socialist republic . poverty and starvation - were own destruction - the working He argued {or the :rh'z ::u?d 2 Marxism is notonly away |

: .. not just ‘hiccups’ of the system class. The working class has no co“‘"i‘““" dl l‘“ adty e conmles  of understanding the world, = |

Afollow-up meeting held on  Perhaps the most important ¢ part and parcel of it. As  stake in the present society: its Organise and le ggles but a methodl A 1o m Ay
April 6 drew up concrete thing Marx said was : long as the rule of profiten- interests lie in abolishing expl_on- of gll workers and oppressed. used by anti-ir Deriallsts anc
plans for pushing forward the Philosophers have only inter-  dured the working class would tation al_toyther. Becalfse'ﬂf its This was necessary because socialists in their fight to
idea of an unemployed centre preted the world in various be expected to bear the brunt numbers - the vast majority of the working class would not change it. In that lies its

and building a Limerick con- he point, however, is to of crises and recessions. He the population in almost every  spontaneously be able to bt i
tingent for the Peoples March %&g it. Fl?le believed that showed too the inbuilt injustice country- and because of its overthrow the capitalist ﬂm:“:;r;"& irish
for Jobs. there was nothing natural of a system where creating economic power as the creator  system - they would need to revolutionary movement.
: about capitalism and workers  profit for the few, from the  “and operator of all wealth, (in prepare and plan their attack.
Joe Harrington. could and should change it.  labours of the many, came the factories, mines and other  That is why Marx saw the
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standing that there was perialisn'! IS SO cent_ral a part
: i of the Irish revolution: the

real solutio - : | S YA ek b :
lution i the problems role of the Irish working : e 2 - g
faced by working people ¢ class and why and h gid: 1% 7 ) i 2U* : AP
that did not confront the : Y OW ATEV: - e ot *2 3 = | ;.
olutionary party must be

hov it was that reactionary
initatives could be taken,
witl some success, despite
the obvious militancy of
working people. It took acc-

rights that women enjoy now
are being pushed back throusl
the reactionary ‘Pro-ife’
Amendment in the South and

domination of British rule in

1t ; Tiel _ : : attacks on equal 2 : : : 2 : 2 ‘TR -

;:SDTEiIISQ;:UE?:Cf:rf;;E ¥ ;Unuli%ilet;5’TPhEEduﬂuctlj%2if1ntl“t?;f: Y 1S success has been limited. disarray; despite the brutality the Fourth International North. el ount of the divisions within  Ireland. built. We will be promoting B A e s - el PO R e

Bk DB lin over the N aeie A Tmal Corar s lB_ Apowerful anti-war movement of imperialism, dramatically  struggles to remove these the Irish working class and the central campaigns of W% 2V S s 7.6 e
ey el ;} = Selite ity o U0l 1s developing in the imperialist highlighted by the Israeli leaderships and replace The d alisation which the (fact that many struggles Peoples Democracy; for a Z o S . - T
Z‘;Cfsﬂéfﬁ';iéfb C:LJ ;L%;Ezh;‘nlw{? masefi‘viiﬂ:?];ﬂcéﬁlsn ::1 hfa::::‘I ‘0 Countries; while austerity pol- butchery of Palestinians in the them with revolutionary setein ea?::: the hunger strike remiained isnlatedywithirg]g national fightback against &N T B e
mg T St dniire” - “Intariafiored mun:cr(-;ﬂ{’e;giyg ICI:; have been imposed in  Lebanon, it has not been able  leaders accountable to the was recognised but the docu that section of the populatio A complementary task austerity, building opposition # 73 s OGS 00
BB Rliowin: the repubiic + Jamichéd byl caiin o m Ny countries ,[he capitalist  to block the advance of nat- rank and file of the organis- ment pointed out that Sinn 0 who traditionally have decided by Conference was to to the right-wing Prn-hﬂ? | /
hunger strike in the H-blocks  against the world revolution gg;-:ernmﬁnts Fhaxe not yet been ional liberation struggles. ations, Fein's triumph in the Asse- Jj supported these issues. The  campaign for anti-imperialist Amendr:ncnl, and campaigning EEE
S deg*e[@pinu i Yo recie the AR . gf L’ IDL[_ rﬁ\i the qrgﬂﬂlﬁallﬂﬂﬁ ) ‘ i mbly elections had halted Confcren'cc decided that it militants to take up methods for 32 County elections to an A e g AR TS . SRR st
B iz <tan dar dSar wotke L Baoir &t ity o working people into total | THE CLASS STRUGGLE its spread and indeed had was a major task of ravolut-  of struggle that could involve All Ireland Assembly; and we G R T g TR e ST T T
ing people being mounted by  require brutal defeats of e The fragmented and hesitat- INIRELAND inflicted a big blow against ionaries to find ways in all the oppressed sections of will be promoting the inter- ST B if R R R, TR g T R o
both the British and Dublin in struggle. A major problem ing character of the resistance g Britain's attempts to'crimin- which these struggles could lrish society and reject the ~ national campaigns of the  [ANEEESEEEE U P ok A% Yhogy WR PRt b
governments. Plans were made for imperialism is that at the o _1}'1:: |mpcrmhﬂ muntc‘r-nff- Dca_hng with the {;LISE-': strug- alise’ the anti-imperialist res- be united Into a cqh{;_rum Eli_ljs.l rn(:*thudiﬁ such as milit- Fourth International, getting vi o i A g o i TR SR S S i
to 5Uunglhz;‘n the p0|ilica| same tirnr: as it iﬂlcrx'uneg ensive can Dnjy e C}‘pm”md glc n I_r::*l.ind IhE.NJ“U”Jr istance. Workers SlTUF.}T.It‘-‘* chal Cnge LO Imp{:rliihg[ rule. arism which Slm[ﬂ‘y af'_'rx_'u LO l",u‘._J[ lh.r: I:rulh abugt the : | 5 | 498 ‘g;:-éiéi-;:ﬂ;:j_:;;g;gigz_g;::é_'.5._;':3;:-::_;51;_;:__;___-,-___, ,- -;'5_':'."__;::i.;'-:_-':;5"3;{:'{:_5-;?f:é:;igigfziéz,j:_i'ffééffilji;-'f'.;::;ff-fififff;:?
orofile of the organisation and against the colonial revolution by reference to the bureau- Committee explained that like Clondalkin, De Lorean exclude the overwhelming imperialist war drive, the rev- § e o PR g o e

& g, i ] . -‘..-I.- o e x s - i i N
" ‘ " - i, - - e T
" " ¥ ’ i s ".‘ "1... 5 i " i gl
. v e . el i t ' v -

majority of working people
from the struggle.

cratic and reformist leader-

ships to which the oppressed
masses are still attached. The
suppression of Solidarnosc in
Poland, the constant striving

Most importantly, the Conf olution in Central America e 2 _ 5288
erence concluded that it was and the struggle against the 54 . e b e e B

the working people faced
attacks on all fronts on both

sides of the border. The North-
ern Assembly and Fitzgerald’s

= =
111111111

and Ranks show that workes
are prepared to fight and

the growing support for t]'\& _

Anti-Amendment Campaign =

---------------

its intervention in the struggles the crisis demands that it also

of working people, particularly drives down the living stand-

in the trade unions. ards and democratic rights of
the working class in the devel-

an urgent task to develop bureaucratic regime in Poland #* |
the influence of anti-imper- Zha g - __ Fiie
laliss politics within the Socialist Republic' will aim  This internationalist commit- L A et '

.. ‘ e oped capitalist countries. _ L str Council of Ireland represent is evidence that Ireland is no = : _ :
mﬁ)ﬁRIAMSTT(UU}\ [ER— for a compromise with imper- different attempts at bolster- longer a country where right= working class and particular Lo assist these tasks, Our goal ment of People‘s Democracy EaasE
—OFFENSIVE The bogey story of the Soviet lalism and national capitalists INg up partition and are accom- -wing social measures will be ly within it's mass organisat- is to be both ‘A Workers was recognised at the Confer

has left working people with  panied by stepped up repress-  accepted without a challenge, ions, the trade unions. To Voice in the Anti-Imperialist €nce by greetings given by organisation of revolutionary who see the need for an anti-

nuclear threat is supposed to

: : : little confidence in the ability jon of anti-i alicts: _ : . ‘ M ‘ : : S hrace ot : AMFES i cte ; : < :
The first session of conference divert attention from the bank. _ ce | y ion of anti-imperialists; mass FRENCE this end it decided that ovement' and 'An Anti- representatives of the United JAMES CONNOLLY marxists in Ireland the Con- imperialist workers part
was concerned with making  ruptcy of the capitalist system of l:clr organisations to fight- ive unemployment and wel- LAV, IZ N P.D. would focus its politic-  Imperialist Voice in the Work Secretariat of the Fourth Inter- SOCIETY ference decided to relaunch 'lref;nd Branches ofpﬂ;-ey' :
back and secure radical change. fare cuts go side by side with DEUISIONS al activity in the coming per-  ers Movement‘. We will try to national and the Britisk revol- .

: the James Connlly Society as James Connolly Society will
Finally in reafﬂrrpmg the a forum for discussion and be set up initially in Dublin,
need to build an indeperidant united activity by militants Belfast ,Limerick and Cork.

and its horrendous brutality in
the colonial world. Fortunate-

an assessment of the present
balance of forces in the class

In fighting to build the World
Party of Socialist Revolution,

utionary organisation, the
Socialist League,

attemptstto curb the rights
of trade unionists; the limited

to explain the nature of the
capitalist crisis, why anti-im-

lod on the winning of radic-

The Conference discussed alised workers to an under-

. —
-—— —

PERIALISM,S WAR DRIVE

More than 700,000 people
took to the streets of West
Germany over the Easter
weekend in protest at the

T —— = = - —I-E
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During the last few
months a number of im-
poritant initiatives have
been taken ro advance
the building of a solidar-
ity movement in Britain.
We have had Ken Living-
stone’s much publicised
visit to Belfast and as

we report below, in Brit-
ain itself there is a new
burst of activity on the

Our reporter is Peoples
Democracy Councillor,
John McAnulty who was
a speaker at both these

up. In fact, every significant
new technology of nuclear

}varfare, l.e. nuclear submar-
Ines, MIRVS, cruise missiles,

i)

this would provide the most
massive escalation of the
arms race, as the Soviet Union
would be left with no choice

The latest US plans - a fan-
tastic scenario for mobilising
the scientific community to
construct ray-guns in space,

Irish question.

The British Labour Committ-

MANCHE
PLASTIC

BULLET
CONFERENCE

STER

ee on Ireland (LCI) conference However, the main discussion

In Manchester at the end of
February marked a high point
in the revival of interest in
Ireland among the Labour
left. Its theme was the cam-
paign against plastic bullets,
but it also gave focus to a
new discussion about reviving
the Irish solidarity movement
in Britain.

Speakers from the British left
duded Richard Balfe {MEP),

han Rosenhead (NCCL),
i Martin Collins the LCI

s

The conference was an im-
pressive success. Over 120
delegates attended from
constituency Labour Parties,
80 were from trade union
branches and more than 100
observers were also present.

It showed conclusively that
the Irish struggle is now having
a direct influence in the Brit-
ish class struggle. Many speak-
ers gave reports of struggles

in local government over the
deployment of plastic bullets.

"5"_-'—-_"1-—_-—-—__—____
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point at the conference was
a political one, with a small
rump of ultraleftists led by
the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party defining solidarity in
terms of support for the
armed struggle of the IRA
and the majority calling for
a broad movement linking up
with the day to day struggle
in Ireland around issues like
the use of plastic bullets or
the PTA or the exclusion of
Sinn Fein representatives
from Britain, and the operat-
ion of the Assembly in the
North.

i The ground was cut from

o F."nii qger the RCP by Sinn Fein’s .

o . ... W

opposition to their strategy.
wen Carron called for the

formation of a broad move-
ment on the lines of the

Vietnam Solidarity movement

to fight for a British with-

drawal.

The conference ended with a
plan for reportback meetings
to all the constituency parties
and trade union bodies involv-
cd, a series of regional confer-
ences and a major national
demonstration against the

use of plastic bullets.

conferences.

SHE

Although the Sheffield Con-

ference in March (also organ- focusing down on immediate
ised by the LCI) was planned tasks for Labour Party and

separately, it served as a val-
uable follow-up to the Man-

chester conference. It allowed | was on the platform with
Ken Livingstone who restated

: ; ﬁ

FFIELD LCLL
CONFERENCE

a wider area of discussion but with Sinn Fein.

trade union activists.

T'he main opposition to a
Troops Out position came
from the Militant tendency.
Despite the fact that they
are the targets of a witch-
hunt in the British Labour

his conviction that the British Party, their views on Ireland

Government must withdraw

from Ireland and negotiate

=

differ little from those of the
Labour right. They began by
calling for ‘bread and butter’
unity of workers in the 6
counties but discredited them
selves when they went on to
abuse the republicans and
effectively blame them for
the violence and working
class divisions which we all
know long predate the IRA’s
campaign.

The conference went on to
hold workshops on the
women’s movement in Irelanc
and work within Irish and
British trade unions. There
was a great deal of concern
expressed at the veto on dis-
cussion imposed by the

trade union bureaucracy in
the North and in Britain. The
conference ended with a de-
termination among delegates

to seek further support in the

trade unions and Labour
Party and to link up with 2

national solidarity movement

SEE LIVINZSTONE
ARTTCLE, PAGE 6.

deployment of U.S. Pershing
-2 and Cruise missile. In
Britain some 130,000 joined
demonstrations and there
were large marches in many
other European countries. In
Ireland, Irish CND organised

smaller protests in Dublin
and Belfast.

These demonstrations bear
witness to the tremendous
anxiety that exists over the
imperialist escalation of the
nuclear war threat. Today’s
nuclear arsenal is capable of
destroying the present popul-
ation of the world - at least
20 times over, According to
the report Comprehensive
Study on Nuclear Weapons,
submitted to the U.N.
General Assembly in 1980,
the explosion of 1,000
nuclear warheads of one
megaton against the USSR
and USA would cause the
instantaneous death of 150-
200 million people in these
two countries. lhere are now
already more than 40, 000
nuclear warheads stored in
the world.

Since Ronald Reagan became
United StatesPresident in
January 1981 the US has
taken an increasingly bellig-
erent direction in its foreign
policy, particularly in its
drive to make Europe a

nuclear timebomb. Reagm_-;-- |
has publically speculated on

fighting “limited nuclear
wars” in Europe. From this
flows Reagan’s decision to .
begin producing the neutron
bomb, dubbed the “ultimate
capitalist weapon” becaus
it kills people but leaves
property undamaged.

laser beams and the rest -
may sound a hilarious follow-
up to ‘Star Wars' and ‘The
Empire strikes back’; but
Reagan is desperately serious.
IFar from being funny these
plans are a scheme for the
mosit incredible escalation of
the arms race.

All tthis is justified by refer..
ence to ‘the Soviet threat'.
According to Redagan,
communism is “...the focus
of evill in the modern world."
He falsely claims that the
Sovieit Union has outstripped
the West in its nuclear build-

the neutron bomb and now
the planned ‘ray-guns’ have
been introduced into the
arms race by the United
states. The real objective is

to attain first-strike capability -

against the Soviet Union with.
out the possibility of signific-
ant retaliation.

Reagan’s latest plans, if
achieved, would give the US
Invulnerability to Soviet
attack, while of course leaving
the Soviet Union open to US
attack - the plan involves
constructing a ‘shield’ around
the United States. In reality,

World arms bill is

600,000 a minute

'HE WORLD is now spending £300,000 million a year on arms.

Half of one hundredth of this amount would g0 a long way to
PTiyviding all the farm equipment needed by low-income countries to be
abl to feed their people adequately. (570 million people in the world

Ar€undernourished.)

Ihe other half per cent could pay for providing everyone in the world

wil) clean water by 1990,

for the price of one tank, 1,000 classrooms for 30,000 children could
be jrovided in developing countries. (250 million children do not attend

schyol.)

lhe cost of one Polaris submarine would pay for 23 hospitals with
3,60 beds. (1,500 million people have little or no access to medical

serices.)
br S300 million, spent

over |1

0 vyears, the World Health

Oranisation virtually eradicated smallpox from the world. This is
roghly the cost of one strategic bomber.
he major powers and Western Eutope are not the only countries

smien with arms madness — a survey of ten Asian countries* showed
ths between 1975 and 1979, of each dollar they spent, on avera, » 40

cels went on arms, 12 cents on education and only four cents on

heth.

Burma, India, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Souih

Kcg#, Sri Lanka, Thailand.)

but to join this frantic search
to build weapons of the most
destructive kind.

The immediate objective of
the imperialist powers how-
ever, Is not nuclear war but
legitimising their military
Intervention against revolut-
lonary struggles throughout
the world. Not surprisingly
Reagan’s ‘Star Wars' plot to
“make nuclear war impossiblée
was unveiled simultaniously
with the latest US backed
agression against the
Nicaraguan revolution. The
Nicaraguan revolution has
been a beacon of hope for
the peoples of Central Amer-
Ica and the US ruling class is
determined at all costs, to
stop another country freeing
itself from economic and
political domination by imper
1alism.

A big problem for US rulers
In the period since the Viet-
nam war has been their in-
ability to convince their own
working class to go along
with US military intervention
Opinion polls in the United
States show that over 60 per
cent of the population is
opposed to US involvement
iIn war anywhere in the world.
[t i1s this ‘popular opposition’
to war that imperialism needs
to break,

For anti-imperialists in
Ireland developing solidarity
with the revolutionan
struggles of the oppressed in
other countries is the best
contribution we can make to

opposing the nuclear war

threat.

SUE CORRIGAN'
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Anti'AmendInent camp aig'.n ' | FEMINIST NOTES |

'S\é?dﬁ b
A CHANCE TO 777/

TO SPARE RIB!

The March issue of Spare Rib,
the English feminist magazine
once banned in the South for
its coverage of the contracep-
tion issue,.contains an intervi-

& »

of the ci

and how 'ér'."-_"_-;_j._'-_' ht her nc
only about the Orange S
but also about her po:
as a woman in the famil
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" _ dicklv and a victorv on  the formula shies away from a  for their reliance on the transform their policy of :
;2;3ze:n\:;ég::ﬁlﬂ{ut?;epm %213 issues’;mul d open gc cnnstilujtic}n al guarantee to the opposition of Prmesilant qppus:‘n‘::}{r to the amendmen ;Dnr:ak:?t;a::atz;rera?lnwir?gf_
Southern Constitution on way for a general advance 'upt?orn foetus. This meets the Churcht::s a{w:i loboying pro- /nto activity aiongsiae lhe : Ig tort ;3 he ; £
abortion has opened a can of against democratic rights. original de_rnand oY PL’.\C and - minent individuals. We ok | b g g ek Sl g S
e ria A Il e o SPUC but if has not satisfied ed out the neeq for activists t Internatmpal Womens 'Da\,f
fighting both among the’ It hasn’t proved that easy. Not them. In the heat of the mom- force the pace in local action Such a conference should also qffers a Ur'l‘dt‘.j scope of interna-
various parties supporting an only is opposition to the , cnt_lhuy have rc*.fcalc_.jd some of committees. losome extent !Mmplement decisions already tional feminist news. Pf:_rha;:?s
amendment and the far-right measure much greater than their plans for an offensive if this has been successful and a: laken but put on the |f?-’ﬂ8 finger] the most interesting article is
groups campaigning for it. expected, but it has come into the amendment is passed. a result the opposition to the the agreement 1o publish an the interview with 83-yr-old
The history of the amendmentcontradiction with other major ‘;ﬂﬂr‘f Kunlned*,: C’rf [h‘f l_r'ih ~_amendment is now much _mt;]g‘anlilng_ bli”E_“r} and to est- | Mo el Le Sueur, lifelong
. ol : roiects of Irish capitalism. amily League wants to preventproader than the campaign. 2 gsh an international t_nbunal LT e ity
is beginning to look like an ) it women from going to Britain : : which would show the link socialist feminist, who
‘Irish joke’ but like all such  They want to build 2 modemn £OM" EoM 5005 T2 P o However, with more time at el 000 200 T8 P Loyrvived the Depression, being
jokes it is not funny. Despite capitalist economy and many bﬁa ?”‘ﬁ”ﬁf’? I-F,l( agul ;‘_j” our disposal, we should realise "alfl - cr : 3”'1 PUC have biacklisted in the McCaithy
the confusion all the parties €lements of this are built into ¥ |e::;5 L 3{{}}-"““?{(]"3'“*;"*:' 'Y thata loose collection of actic “&: ar-right movements in 3 o p e RS
and far right groups remain  agreements with the EEC and :rﬂ‘: : 0L &% f’;”—"f, ﬁ[){ ’EF”L“FL groups with no central direct- 1€r countries. e :
determin-ed to force thrﬂugh link up with Fitlgﬂrﬁldlﬂ ?) !\;ﬂ Iiﬂf?’””ﬂ aw h r camon ‘lﬂn cannot have sufficient _ ‘ omens !"I'lﬂi‘hi‘l"l'len[ IS
N mendrént whichwearld determination to make a new e Valera opposes t C. new impact. A new attempt to bui This sort of movement forward §‘remarkable’.
serve as a starting point for  deal with imperialism through wotr[dmgﬂ'll)ecaqre ne W?”a?e“i. a centralised and effective mo Would help to clarify the con- e ol Srarthia bead!
further attacks on womens  his battered ‘crusade’ on the ‘;U 1aw the Cﬂlll a con fb PHVE vement must be made. fused debate about the long-

iohts and the rights of work- North. The capitalist parties Evice currently in use by many term aims of the campaign. It
ngnsa 5 need to accomodate far-right thousands of Irish women. would establish that broader
ers in general. aroups like the ‘pro-life’ BROADEN THE CAMPAIGN forces exist willing to fight to BRITISH LABOUR
CAPITALIST CRISIS amendment_camp'aign (PLAC) TIME TO RE-ORGANISE | separate Church anr.! State and PROMISES ABORTION
and the Society for the Pro- ; There is an urgent need for an 9émand a democratic secular QIGHTS IN THE NORTH |
The Irish capitalist class is in tection of the Unbom‘Chlld 'ghiff far;ngh; hil:hﬂot miﬂ open national conference for Society. It would give confi- R R ot
crisis and on the major issues (SPUC), but they don’t want €€ Sereiay tﬁ ?nlﬁ < Eeat all activists and interested dence to the forces fighting on S ey S
facing it - the rebellion against '© give them their head_and Gover?men nas met a gy parties which would : questions of divorce and illegit- jin Bmanp will extend rights
imperialism in the North and sk an.obscurantist society deal of opposition itis imacy anq form the broader to abortion fa(.IIIIIIES to women
the willingness of workers to based on the theology of the determined to proceed with  wup 1) o 0 o campaign democratic movement that fem- fin the 6 counties according
resist austerity - there are no Middle ages. ?':{f‘?"":!f“- :25:3: g:’r: on the streets " inists heed to bring forward their fto its Election Campaign
quick or easy answers. The  Fitzgerald’s new wording ‘;i isatrl'u:t?has won time . MaRe a big push to get El:m ema; 2 fﬂg the right to ldocument released at the end
amendment looked like such  reflects this. While the new fo rg:urganise Az it active support in the trades dis?:?is;iannatjzn e“d to sexual of March. It is expected that
an answer. The major parties amendment does bend to the L unions and worRing class PRSI PN ST, e provisions of the British
believed that the support of demand to block off access In the last issue of ‘Socialist *rdJSfHCtS ) g 1967 Act which prﬂvide for
the Catholic Church would  through the Courts for the Republic’ we criticised the FYess ann';rng .errai_s!' AUl PAT DONNELLY  lhortion on social grounds
enable them to push it throu- repeal of the barbaric 1861 Act, leadership of the campaign Isations like Sinn Fein to e d\hith at present do not

apply in the North, will
be introduced.

This limited commitment by
the British Labour Party has

already drawn outraged venom

from the usual reactionan
VISIT forces in the churches and

political parties. The cynically

named LIFE group, which
has been distributing the fan-
atical ravings of an American
Dkt " + lesuit at church services In
S A “5&“.{‘3' attacks recent months, has threatened
by the British media on Ken
Livingstone he is not a revolut-
ionary marxist or a member of
the far left groups that have _ ,
kept up a reasonably consistent ;VOI€. It remains to be seen
level of propaganda on the if Labour leader Michael }'I}L}[,1
Irish question. Why then has who was the architect of the |

ANTI=-IMPERIALIST
FEMINISTS SHOW
THEIR SUPPORT
FOR THE WOMEN
PRISONERS 1IN
ARMAGH IN A

NOW TRADITIONAL

DEMONSTRATION
ON INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY.

to campaign against the Labourn
Partv in those British const-
ituencies with a sizeable Irish

he been willing to run consid- |pact with Ulster Loyalist MP’s
erable risk and massive person- |that kept the last Labour Gov-
al abuse to deepen his involve- |ornment in office, will also
ment in the Irish question? abandon the rights of women
_The fact is that the effects of | Ea;?s;;i 2;;?1?:::;?“1 *
'-?x----—---------——-——---————-—-—“-1 g;i;l:?ng;;;gﬁ:vfigéﬂ:nwd ionalism and the loyalists.
' ] ' many in Britain and on an int-
s UBsc R l BE I ernational level that British NIPSA TO DEBATE
w I ;nvolvement in Ireland is no
onger justified. Ken Living-
| { stone himself has pointed %D a RIGHT 10 CHOOSE:
- - = i Z‘:;i:d ‘[:’#;‘:S‘?me of the hunger | An important advance for
; - inn Fein election |, . o1 of e o
l victories. He has pointed out e et agy iy UL NG VO %4
] thaBine: doves 3 coadhand ure rights to abortion C_L}Uid
I four through British propa- take place at the end of May.
; ganda about terrorism and [The North’s largest white-
I shows that the Irish struggle collar union, the Public Service
Ireland: I2 issues £4.50p Is a political struggle with mass |Alliance, is to debate a res-
Rl sewhere: I2 issues £6. 0p I support whichidemands d res- |olution at its annual confer-
! ponse from British labour ence calling for the right to
I!."l:amnell‘ & & & & & & & F F " P B B F B " R BB B PR = DGIIIICianS‘ ChDDE’E and f{ee abljrt‘lon ':in
| So the Livingstone visit is if”a”d‘ ENS Esption has, |
AddI‘E‘SS-.-..--.-----...-.-;- I nGt]UStaﬂaSh In the pdn. Ken Ln‘[ablr'd_b\? Branch ,.'O_",",‘ :
Livingstone has spoken at many |2 soclial services branch, w h_u:h
B Al A s'an s s s dnss anih ' meetings and given a number  |covers North and West Belfast.
! of interviews to the left press |If successful NIPSA would |
s i since his visit and this activity |become the first Irish-based
| Is helping to promote a general funion to adopt a clear posit- i|
| shift in the views of many ion in favour of women's
Labour party activists.

rnghts to abortion. \
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An invasion of Nicaragua by
United States backed right-
wing forces has long been

expected. After many months

of border skirmishing and
sabotage attacks, a full scale

invasion by ‘contras’ belonging

to the so-called Nicaraguan
Democratic Front took place

at the end of March. The FDN

claims that a 5,000 strong

- force entered Nicaragua from

U.S. backing. These fears are
well grounded. Last December
the U.S. magazine ‘Newsweek’
published evidence that attack:
on Nicaragua are co-ordinated
from the United States Emba-
ssy in Honduras.

Invasion was co-ordinated by
John Negroponte, the U.S.
ambassador to Honduras.

THREATS

BIG LIE

Reagan’s administration has

the fear that the advances
of Nicaragua and Grenada
will prove attractive to other

countries in the region that
lies behind the U.S. aggression

RESPONSIBILITY

Irish socialists have a res-
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also recently been threatening
the revolutionary government
of the Caribbean island,
Grenada. In 1979 the New
Jewel Movement led a revol-
ution to oust the right-wing
Gairy regime and during the  based committee to oppose
last four years the revolution the latest invasion of

has brought many gains to the Nicaragua.

people of Grenada. Fidel Cas-"

tro coined it ‘e big revolution CIARAN MacNAMEE
in asmall country’and it is

Honduras and is both well-
armed and being supplied by
air from Honduras.

Just Books, 5 Winetavern Street.

FREE NICKY
KELLY!

PD is calling on its supporters POLITICAL HOSTAGE

and readers of Socialist Repub-
lic to support the campaign for Despite general belief both

the release of Nicky Kedly pre- among ordinary members of

imperialists from committing
further crimes against the
people of Central America
and the Caribbean. A start
would be setting up a broad

Naturally, the Reagan admin-
istration denies these charges.
Jeanne Kirkpatrick, the
American Ambassador to the
U.N. claims that Nicaragua is
Suffering from an obsession
concerning the hostility of the
U.S.” But both the ‘New York *
Times’ and ‘Time’ magazine
have alleged that the latest

The Sandinista government
while confident that it will
defeat the ‘contras’ is more
| concerned that this invasion is
| part of a pretext for a declar-
ation of war by Honduras who
would then call publicly for

oy T
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For the workers and peasants
of Nicaragua, July 19 1979
marked the final defeat of
hated US backed dictator
Anastasio Somoza. Over
50000 Nicaraguans lost their
lives as the hated National
Guard tried to defeat the
revolutionary movement led

by the Sandinista National

Liberation Front (FSLN).

The Somocistas adopted a

k

_ing of civilian areas of the cap-
- ftal, Managua. They left enor-

&

ny

| The new Nicaragua would

,, - scorched earth policy as they

etreated, including the bomb-

mous devastation behind them

{ ~ have to be built upon ruins.

The defeat of the National
Guard, the mass organisation
and participation of the
people in the revolution and
the installation of a workers

ED

“YBuilt nearly 8000 new
nouses, proportional to Nic-

and peasants government led
by the FSLN in Nicaragua at
least after April 1980 if not
after the actual insurrection,
opened the way for many
gains for the Nicaraguan
workers and peasants.

largest government housing
program in Central America.

"“*Announced that rented

housing will become the prop-

Since the revolution the
FSLN-led government has:

**Nationalised the vast wealth
of Somoza and his followers.

erty of its occupants. Rent
and landlords are on the way
out in Nicaragua!

“*Increased social spending on

**Nationalised the banks and  health, welfare, education,

insurance houses succeeding in wiping out
Polio in 1982 and bringing’

the level of illiteracy down
to the second lowest in | atin
America.

**Expropriated the land of

the Somocistas and of land-

owners who leave land fallow
and distributed it to co-oper-
ative farms and landless peas-
ants. A further 6000 families
received land this year as 350

“*Encouraged the self-organ-
isation of the oppressed
through trade unions, local
neighbourhood committees,

aragua’s population this is the

“*Rejected the claims of
Vicaraquan capitalists and
given a decisive majority to
the organisations of the
worRers and peasants in the
Council of State, a key advis-
ory body to the government.

And this list is by no means
complete! These gains have
been made in a country with
a population of 2.9 million.
(Nicaragua is also the 2nd

poorest country in the region)]

Angl they have been made
against the opposition of the
Nicaraguan capitalists who

have organised widespread

sabotage and decapitalisation
of enterprises to say nothing

sently serving 12 years for his
alleged part in Sallins train
robbery 1976.

Nicky Kelly has always pro-
tested his innocence. His
treatment at the hands of the
police - an elite squad known
as the ‘heavy gang' - and the
conduct of his trial in the
Special Criminal Court. and
the rejection of Nicky's final
dppeal to the Supreme Court.
ranks as one of the most scan-

| dalous episodes in the histor

of the ‘Free State’.

the public, and the authorities
in the 26 counties of his inn-
ocence, he wasn't released.
This can only be seen as a face
saving exercise by the state
to avoid further public em-
barrassment such as the re-
lease of his two co-accused
caused. It is also an attempt
o prevent public scrutiny of
he methods used to secure
nis conviction.

GROWING SUPPORT

A growing number of trades
unionists have come out in
his support including the

NICKY KELLY IS INNOCENT General Secretary of the

At Nicky’s trial, there was no

|evidence , no witnesses and no

jury, only a concocted state-
ment which he signed after
prolonged ‘in-depth’ interro-
gation by members of the
‘heavy gang’. Despite medical
evidence of two doctors, (one
them a prison doctor), of

of the support they have Bi”E;J extensive bruising found on

to the ex-members of Somoz

Nicky's body, the court ruled

square miles of land was
turned over - 80% to co-

operatives and 20% to individ-

ual families.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PEOPLES DEMOCRACY
AND FIGHTING FOR A SOCIALIST 32 COUNTY REPUBLIC, FILL

IN THE FORM BELOW AND SEND IT TO:

connolly hookshop,

.bhelfast.

Sandinista Defence Committ-
ees (CDS) and organised a
people’'s militia through the

National Guard holed up in
Honduras who have made
armed attacks inside Nicaragua

his confession was voluntary,
in the closing stages of his
trial when it became clear to

6, avoca park,

CDS for at least 2 years.

T e

Above all, the Nicaraguan
workers and peasants have
been opposed by the United
States Government. The U.S.
IS determined to defeat the
workers and peasants and to
this end has cut off all econ-
omic aid to this devastated
country, has threatened

a blockade against Nicaragua
and has organised many mil-
Itary provocations most nota-
bly the ‘Big Pine’ manoeuvres.
as well as arming the Somoc-
iste guerillas in Honduras.

CARL BRENNAN

all that he and his two co-
accused Osgar Breatnach and
Brian McNally could expect
no justice, Nicky Kelly skipp-
ed bail and went to the USA.
He was later admitted to the
.-\:.‘H }-GFA‘ pelle Vwe ”r.”’f?fdf
Hospital suffering from severe
anxiety neurosis - a result of
his ill treatment in Ireland.

In 1980 on hearing the news
that his co-accused had won
their appeals when their
statements were thrown out
of court, he immediately re-
tumed to Ireland to assert
his innocence.

ICTU, Donal Nevin. The
AGM of the EEPTU has
called for his release and the
IPOEU is discussing his case
at their AGM.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

l. Write to the Minister for
Justice calling for Nicky
Kelly’s immediate release.

2. Write to the local and
national newspapers.
3.Raise the issue at your
trades union and tenants ass-
ociation meetings and urge
public support for Nicky
Kelly's release.

4. Lobby your local TD’s
and councillors

5. Write to Nicky Kelly c/o
Portlaoise Prison, Portlaoise,
Co. Laois

6. Support any activities of
the Release Nicky Kelly Ctte.

Nicky Kelly Release Ctte
¢/o Il Grange Terrace,
Blackrock,

Co. Dublin.

TEL 801438/331463

Support leafletting/picket
GPO every Saturday
3 pm -6 pm.
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The 'CGprra New reland’ _ *
A DANGEROUS CON-TRICK

When the Council
announced the Dublin Govt. made it clear
that Sinn Fein wouldn't be invited -
reason givin being their support for
Then rumours began to cir-
« |culate that the I.R.A. might call a cease
The Govt, 1ssued a hysterical

istatement saying that Sinn Fein still
would not be invited.

FPOBLACHT SHOISIAL ACH

|

HE CAN COME ..

The one thing that can be

clearly said about Garret
‘Fitzgerald's proposed council
for a new lreland, is that it is
a con-trick, It established a
talking shop of pro-imperialist
politicians who seriously sugg-
est that they will co-operate
to bring about a united
Ireland and who all have a
history of working to prevent
it, Fitzgerald’s first act was
to exclude from the discussion
the republican forces who
have borne the brunt of the
struggle to end partition and
his second was to plead with
the most reactionary unionist
elements in the North to part-
icipate in the council. The
most glaring give-away of all
is the fact that the Southern
government does have it in its
power to take a step towards
a new lreland - by consistently

Coal

home improvements etc.

below 10 per cent.

DT S

offensive

The full effects of the Coalition’s February budget are
now being felt by working people. Along with all the
increased charges on consumer goods, the following

provisions began applying on April 5:

— reduction of the PRSI allowance from £286 to £246
~ raising of the PRSI ceiling from £9,500 to £13,000
- reduction in mortgage relief

— Scrapping of tax relief on personal loans for

— £17 a year increase in telephone rental charges

= an average £40 per annum increase in road tax

................... and there's more to come.

Even on the basis of a 10 per cent rise in wages this
year, the average worker will suffer a drop in real income |
of between 10 and 12 per cent. The Coalition and the

employers are determined to see that wage rises fall far

Bl o a———

'violence',

' fire.

[Commandant of
'nilm to come,

' to the council
JIrtland'

opposing the Northern Ass-
embly. Instead their policy is
one of verbal opposition and
practical collaboration.

SAVING THE SDLP
OR THEMSELVES?

The Goverfrment policy is
widely interpreted as an att-
empt to save the SDLP from
the growing Republican rad-
icalisation in the North. This
I5 indeed a major element but

it is also an attempt to save
themselves. For 14 years all
the major nationalist parties
have tried to pressure the
British to treat them as equal

partners and to reform the

North. The hunger strike,
followed by the establishment
of the Assembly in the teeth
of nationalist opposition gave
the Kiss of death to this pol-

1tion

—— = —

— a one per cent levy on gross wages
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a New Ireland was

Meanwhile they sent a letter to Paisley,
'Third Force', begging
Violence wasn't an issue.,

The big fear is that someone might come
who thinks that a
means a United Ireland!

'New

icy and has fueled the decline

‘'shoot to kill’ calls demonst-

the

REPUBLIC

PEOPRPLES DENMOCRALY

»

..BUT HE CAN’T

of the SDLP. The ‘Council for rates this. However, there is no ANTI-IMPERIALIST

a New lIreland’ is simply the
same policy writ large. What
they have failed to achieve
separately they hope to

win together, They have
really no hope of success,
especially when they can’t
agree on method. Haughey
and Hume want more repub-
lican rhetoric while Garret
Fitzgerald wants more
collaboration.

MASS PRESSURE

There is however, one

positive aspect of the council
which anti-imperialists should
not ignore. This is that the
whole process is the result of
the continued polarisation
and radicalisation of the work
Ing class and the pressure this
exerts on the capitalist parties.
To'see this all we have to do
IS contrast Fine Gael policy
before the election with pol-
ICy now. Then they were
clearly willing to support the
Northern Assembly, Now they
have set up an all-lreland body
which is seen to be Iin oppos-
ition to it and have endorsed
the SDLP boycott. No matter
what the long term intentions
of Fitzgerald and company

are, the immediate effect it
to throw the spotlight on the

indication that they would
nhave won this if British policy
had been against it, and there
is no sign at all that the British
are willing to give real powers
to the Unionists and make the
return of Stormont a reality.

The Assembly poses a threat

on three levels:

l. As long as it exists it will
contain the threat of the
restoration of the old
Stormont Loyalist Assembly.

b

At is still possible for it to
win substantial support.

T'he British have a policy of
steering economic ‘good
news through the Assembly
and in the absence of a mil-
itant fightback the trades
union leadership will attempt
to demobilise struggles by
pointing them towards lobby
exercises around the
Assembly.

3. By its very existence, it
serves as a guarantee to the
British that any long-term
settlement will be a partition
settlement. A working Ass-
embly actsas a bulwark
against a united Ireland.

DANGER

North and highlight the British |t is here that the real danger

as the force preventing pro-
gress there.,

THE ASSEMBLY

While the SDLP and the
Southern parties prepare to
double Ireland’s output of hot
air the Assembly rollson. Itis

now clear that the RL"PUI?{”CJ“ remarked that if the British hadj
movement made a bad mistake their Assembly and the Nation-

in failing to follow up their
post election call for united
opposition toit. It has not
fallen apart from its own con-

tradictions and, despite conti- It is precisely this sort of deal

of the ‘Council for a new
Ireland’ lies. A council which
excludes anti-imperialists and
does not oppose the Assembly

may provide the means for the |

British to secure its future. |ts
notable that James Prior did
not join in Unionist hysteria
about the Council. In effect he

alists their council he was sure
a deal could be struck.

nued rhetoric from the Official that Hume was angling for

Unionists, it is not very likely
that it will do so. However, we
have now had a chance to
assess the sort of threat that

It represents.

The Assembly offers Unionists
a more effective pressure
mechanism aimed at the
British. The success of their

before the Assembly elections-
a formal Council of Ireland

as a sop to the SDLP’s nation-
alist support in return for
their participation in the Ass-
embly and support for repress-
ion in the North. In the
absence of a mass struggle this
betrayal could be sold as a
genuine move towards unity.

RESPONSE

SININ
FEIN

. CALL

This is why action by the anti-
imperialist movement is so
vital. A movement on the
streets against the Assembly
would lay bare the reality of
British plans anad make non-
sense of the nationalist post-
urings of the capitalists.

Fitzgerald’s ‘Council for a
New Ireland’ is a fake but it
IS a dangerous fake. Instead
we need to bring forward our

own alternative - w e need a In a recent Issue of An
forum truly representative FPhoblacht/Kepublican News
of the Irish DO -.JP|L' as a whole. Sinn Feln announced that
That means elections Hh‘n_-t.'g:'"l- they would shortly be callin
out the 32 counties to elect g conrerence 1o uj,;.u LISS Uﬁ;,‘w-

delegates to an All-lreland

Assembly which can place a | would by

sition to the Assembly and
be inviting other pol-

United Ireland on the order ofl j¢ical parties to participate.

the day and elect a govern- Peoples Democracy strongly
ment of working people who pports this move and we
will implement the measures | De sending delegates (o
necessary to end British the conference.

domination in any part of

the national territory.

W.P. CRITICS

ONE SURPRISING DEVELOPMENT IN THE
| REACTION TO THE 'COUNCIL FOR A
NEW IRELAND' WAS THE CONDEMNATION
BY THE WORKERS PARTY.

AS USUAL THEIR CRITICISMS

OR THE PLEADING WITH UNIONISTS TO
| ATTEND. INDEED THEY THINK THAT
UNIONISTS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASKED
FIRST. HAVING ACCEPTED THAT THEY
HAVE A VETO ON A UNITED IRELAND,
W.P. HAVE GONE ONE FURTHER AND
LDED THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE A VETC
ON EVEN TALKING ABOUT THE ISSUE.

wE AWAIT
'*CLASS POLITICS' THAT ARISE FRON
THIS FURTHER CAPITULATION TO
LOYALISM,

ECHO THE

UNIONIST FAR RIGHT. THEY DON'T
DISAGREE WITH THE BAN ON SINN FEIN

THE

DEC

JITH INTEREST THE SORT OF

T

|
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