
吀㨀E NATIONAL Union of 
Ŏƹ (NUS) have 

Ĵı 턁䬀 � national 
�ŏņ 漀� yean 戀爀in最관
I渀最 Ƣȷ of studen琀猀 
픀 a漀혀 Čŏn to London 
to čŚ ŃƤ ņŘn f攀攀s 
and 琀栀e ƟƱn of the grant. 

It shows the p爀攀ssure that the 
New 䰀愀戀漀ur Ļƥhip of NUS 
have 攀윀n put under as the 
movement ŃƤ f攀攀s, esp攀挀ial
ly 昀漀r mass non-payment, gath
era momentum. They n攀준 to 戀攀 

to 戀攀 doing 猀漀mething. 
The demonstration should 

live ŅĹence to the students 
愀�ching that tuition f攀攀s and 
氀준 a戀漀lition of the grant are 
Ʊǔ. 

đœ Pak攀猀, the Blairite 
!dent. unfortunately, 

wlll not 戀攀 providing any 
to how that victory 

촀츀t Įł攀搀. 
1st Party and Save 

ƪǹ mem戀攀rs wm. 
搀椀e demo渀猀tration. it 

that we go back to the 
and colleges and 

non-瀀愀礀洀ent of f攀攀s 
ņǁ who op瀀漀ses 

a愀뜀 � 爀쬀e education 

should pledge not to pay their 
fees. 

Every student who does not 
have to pay should pledge soli
darity and take part in demon
strations and occupations to 
defend non-payers from sanc
tions by university authorities. 

Mass non-payment, backed by 
such action, will make tuition 
f攀攀s unworkable and can 昀漀rce 
the government to scrap them 
while building a movement 
capable of winning back the 
grant. 

The recent four-day occupa
tion of the administration block 
by Oxford students a昀琀er man
agement stopped • non-payers 
from sitting exams, shows that 
students are willing to take on 
the authorities. 

There are 　挀 students at 
O砀昀ord refusing to pay fees and 
despite the brutal eviction of 
students 昀爀om the administra
tion building. they have vowed 
to continue to build mass non
payment of fee . 

Join Save Free Education 
today to help build a movement 
based on ma猀猀 non-payment and 
m愀猀s action at your colleg氀✀ 
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Labour's uneasy • compromise 
UBOUR ARE 昀椀nally allow- the votes he needs to win; he will become a focus of opposig Ken Livingstone onto has overwhelming support tion to the gove爀渀ment. Yet e sho爀琀list for Labour's amongst MPs, MEPs and Livingstone, like Blair, sup-candidate for mayor. Greater London Assembly ports the capitalist market. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (GLA ) candidates. Even on the tubes, Dobson 

Jim Ho爀琀on Livingstone is well ahead in and Livingstone both want • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • the trade union section of the private finance but di昀昀er ⼀㐀 The party's o昀昀icialdom, fear- electoral college, but needs at on where it should come ing a possible damaging split in least 70% of London Labour from: companies bidding, London·s Labour Party, with Party members to stand a including Railtrack, for a the possibility of Livingstone chance of winning. tube system split into standing as an independent, Voting has been delayed three companies or the was 昀漀rced to give way. until February to give Dob- issuing of bonds. Frank Dobson, not wanting son's supporters time for a Both candidates to be s攀攀n as a non-credible demolition job on Livingstone. would stand on a candidate selected by de昀愀ult, This also gives Livingstone lit- manifesto committhreatened to resign if Living- tie time to mount an indepen- ted to privatisation. stone wasn't shortlisted. dent campaign if he loses the The race 昀漀r Lon-A昀琀er last Tuesday's fiasco selection ballot. don's mayor has both sides agreed a 昀漀rm of There are few policy differ- degenerated into farce wording to allow Livingstone ences, aside from financing . the interests of onto the ballot. Both Millbank the tube, between the candi- working people and Livingstone compromised. dates. Blair wants this bitterly barely feature. The selection panel backed 昀漀ught campaign to focus on But Livingstone down 昀爀om 昀漀rcing Livingstone Livingstone's record as GLC has generated huge to agr攀攀 to Prescott's plans 昀漀r leader. support amongst London's underground, he can Incredibly Blair claims Londoners • he's now campaign against this dur- Labour remained out of o昀昀ice perceived to ing the selection process. But for 18 years because the le昀琀 con- oppose Blair's hated Livingstone made a categorical trolled the 䰀愀bour Party. In fact policies, particularly pledge to stand by whatever 䰀愀bour lost the 1979 general on tube privatisamanifesto 1s drawn up, includ- elect10n because of the right's tion. ing a Blairite manifesto com- attacks against the low-paid. Liv爀渀gstone must • 㬀瘀mitted to tube privatisation. Over 70% opposed the Tories' now choose whether .. �\V昀昀!, Within hours of thlS selec- undemocratic abolition of the he capitulates to 䤀⸀� tlon, Blair launched a vitriolic GLC. Livmgstone's mistake Blair or galva爀甀ses 謀脀 v Aattack on Liv爀渀gstone. Dobson was not to mount a mass cam- his support 昀漀r an ꐀ需Vꈁ刀 is the Blairite choice. paign m defence of the GLC independent wor,- � � � The outcome will be very and its fares fair policy. ing-class alte爀渀a- =爀⸀�脀 •close. Dobson already has half Blair fears that Livingstone tlve to Blair1sm. ' • 
Livingstone must now choose whether he capitulates o 0 
to Blair or galvanises his suppo爀琀 for an independent 
workingⴀ挀lass alte爀渀ative to Blairism. 

Archer misses the Private road to failure
bullseye 
ll�Y HOLE you 挀愀n dig, we can dig eeper'" should be the Tory 琀栀eme song after Lord ĉŌ withdrew from the race to be London's mayor. It 昀漀llowed News of the World allegations that Archer had persuaded a 昀爀iend to give him an alibi In a libel case involving a prostitute. Archer scandals are ten a penny. But he's a 昀愀vourite of party bigwigs like Thatcher so Tory leader Hague backed his candidacy, ĻƟ him a ""candidate of probity and Inte最爀ity". 

Int最휀ity? Archer may be a lousy novelist, but he's a bl漀漀dy a漀漀d liar. He has lied to cover up his 琀爀acks a昀琀er the ĴĲtions of sex with a prostitute and about bis O砀昀ord education. He'■ Invested In a 昀爀audulent 椀�m and esca攀퐀 łŁptcy ȖȢ and profit攀搀 from 

㬀甀 THE GOVERNMENT'S pr漀ⴀ最ⴀ posals in the Queen's 8 speech to tackle Britain's � transpo爀琀 crisis don't begin to � get to grips with the problem. 
J ·········::���������:: ........ . 

JEFFREY ARCHER shares in Anglia TV where his wife was a director but escaped punishment for insider dealing. Any support which Archer got out of Labour's problems has evaporated. He 昀愀ces possible criminal charges. The party leadership could expel him, fearing that they could drown in a lake of sleaze. No wonder voters are cynical about the mainstream political parties. 

New 䰀愀戀漀ur pro瀀漀se tighter regulations and more safety con-· 琀爀ols for the railways, but the gove渀�ent could have renationįŃ the railways with ove爀眀helming public support a昀琀er the Paddington disaster. New Labour supports 昀爀eemarket capitalism, however. But if you rely on capitalism, what happens when there's a con昀氀ict between spending money on safety and public service and maximising dividend payments for private rail Investors? Serious problems face the roads. Too many car jo爀eys are made and this will increase 昀漀r years to come if nothing is done. The gove爀渀ment say councils should decide locally whether to bring in workplace parking charges or toll charges into 

town centres. Charging is a crude method. The poorest car owners • particularly low-paid workers who drives to work - will be hit hardest by these measures. Alte爀渀atively, re昀漀rms such as reintroducing bus conductors would make public transport more useful 昀漀r disabled people and parents of young children. It would also speed up tra昀昀ic and reduce congestion. A London opinion poll reported last week that most women are so conce爀渀ed about their safety when travelling late at night that they have either cancelled plans to go out or bought a car. Public transport should 戀攀 made safer and more welcoming by putting guards on trains, increasing station sta昀昀 and running more 昀爀equent services outside rush-hour. But will Labour's 昀愀voured private-owned operators implement these changes? Not if it means less profits 昀漀r them. And how do you 昀漀rce a company to invest money if yo" don't control it? 

氀琀� 
�I娀堀 ⸀䄀� ANtor�輀堀椀✀ 

• ·. �A1tH��.刀⸀. 

⠀⤀�H娀帀 

I I you REALISE Great Weste爀渀 pay a su戀관stantial pa爀琀 towards the Bri琀椀sh Trans瀀漀爀琀 Police budget. don't you?,• Fi爀猀t Great Western rail co洀관pany's solic椀琀or told Trans瀀漀爀琀 Police inquiring into 琀栀eir si最관nalling system's safety. The company, f爀渀ed £1.5 椀踀·lion over the 1㤀㤀7 Southall rail crash, plans to withhold d漀挀uments and "nobble" the investigation into rail crashes. Rail琀爀ack and the train o瀀攀rating companies control tbe British Transport Police b℀ⴀid• get! They pay o昀케cers' saJ�1es, sit on the police committ攀攀. pick the chief constable and t�p 瀀漀licemen and decide their 'priorities'. Obviously 挀漀llŇĳ infonna· 琀椀on on c爀愀sh攀猀 which could hu爀琀 their p爀漀昀椀ts isn't a priority. s 吀栀, ,,,., a, n., ,�;,o;s ,Ⰰ謀 '""' Ⰰ渀. 吀䠀E • • 吀栀e So挀椀a氀椀猀琀, PO Box 24697, London E9 SfP. aⰀ⸀1a1•1sr Tel: 0208 533 3311, Fax: 0208_ 986 3036k 
氀Ⰰli fj E-mail: s漀挀ialst@dorcon.co.u R攀最5t쨀혀 愀猀 a �倀焀戀礀 •��

a
7娀ꨀKt�� � 稀⸀㴀㨀Have you got news for us? • issN 13㘀挀9621. 
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S瘀瘀edish school 
students protest • The fat of the

land 

ON 22 November, the 
city of UmeA, In no爀琀h
em Sweden had one of 

Its biggest demonstrations 
ever when 1,SOO school stu
dents protested against 
school cuts. 

Ing爀椀d E爀椀k猀猀on, 
Sociali猀琀 Ju猀琀ice Pa琀, 

Sweden 

Teachers at one school start
ed the protests with a wildcat 
strike, and a wave of school 
strikes followed against the 
Social Democrat/ Le昀琀 Party 
(ex-Stalinist) council. 

School students were partic
ularly upset at plans to abolish 
school nurses and welfare o昀昀i
cers and to charge for lunches. 

More cuts are expected. 
When a Le昀琀 Party councillor 
blamed the cuts on o昀昀icials, a 
student replied: "It is politi-

clans who say money must be 
saved." 

Some students held a "sit
down strike" inside the council 
building. A few students (out of 
1,5　　) threw eggs. A Social 
Demo ratic paper used that to 
give the ridiculous impression 
that the "protest got out of 
hand". 

This demonstration was a 
marvellous show of strength. 
The Socialist Justice Party 
(Swedish section of the CWI) 
distributed leaflets calling for a 
one-day strike, where students, 
teachers and other council 
employees can participate. 

We recruited 15 new mem
bers to Elevkampanjen 
(Swedish section of Youth 
Against Racism in Europe). 

We're now preparing for a 
new demonstration on 29 
November when the council 
decide about the budget. 

New attack on sick 
and disabled PEOPLE ON statutory 

sickness leave could 
漀퀀n 娀쬀ve to prove 

that they're unfit to work 
a昀琀er six weeks Instead of 
six months, If the gover渀관
ment Ĳœ In new rules. 

䰀愀bour ministers want 
every GP surgery or hospital 
to have a "job retention o昀케
cer" who would try to 昀氀nd 
the appUcant "suitable 
work"! 

Wm they be asking doctors 
to take over 昀爀om JobCentre 
a愀 Ir not. who's going to 
pay 昀漀r thousands of these 
∀樀ob retention o昀케cers?" 
Would GPs and hospitals get 
&DJ ƙǟ help In dealing 
眀椀th the extra work 

involved? 
And most importantly 

would a "job retention o昀昀i
cer" have any positive role in 
rehabilitating sick and dis
abled people who want to 
return to work? And what 
about sick and disabled peo
ple who don't feel up to the 
demands of a job? 

Disability activists suspect 
these changes are merely 
meant to cut benefit costs 
and to increase their harass• 
ment. 

No wonder gove爀渀ment 
ministers are 昀爀etting. The 
backbench rebellion against 
this measure could be bigger 
than that against the Welfare 
Reform Act. 

ON THE protest in Ume椀尀. 

HUGE PERKS paid on top 
of salaries have 昀漀rced fat. 
cats' pay up to 94 times the 
average workers' wage. 
The TUC's submission to 
the government inquiry on 
top executive pay exposed 
British bosses' colossal 
wages and perks deals. -

Bonuses have 昀漀rced up 
average pay 昀漀r the top 5% 
of chief executives to 
£2,108,420 a year - that's 94 
times the average. 

TUC general secretary 
John Monks said that such 
wide differentials send out 
"a negative signal to sta昀昀, 
resonant of them-and-us 
thinking." 

University College Cork---

Well, capitalism's a them
and-us society, isn't it, Mr 
Monks? Most trade 
unionists want the TUC to 

• support them in struggles, 
to 昀椀ght for the end of anti
union laws, and fight 昀漀r a 
decent minimum wage. 

That would help us build 
1 r i Sh socialists· 
suspended a socialist society which 

would, amongst other 
things, put the fat cats on a 

:. crash diet. organisations normally occurs THE SOCIETIES Guild at the 
University College of 
Cork, (UCC) Ireland, has 

banned the Socialist Pa爀琀y 
together with the Socialist 
Society, Socialist Workers 
Pa爀琀y and Sinn Fein. 

These organisations were 
suspended until ____ _ 
October 2　　2 

under military and fascist die- • 
tatorships. • Lore of'"Our democratic right to • organise and protest has been averages 
removed. We will not accept "AVERAGE EA鬀鰀GS" th!.�t��j���� Guild and the : were £20,861 a year in 

UCC Philoso- 1999. Pay researchers 
phy Society Incomes Data Services say 

after they took 
legitimate 
action to stop 
昀愀scist historian 
David Irving 
speaking at the 
Philosophy 
Society. 

Socialist 
Party TD (MP) 
Joe Higgins, 
said: "Irving 
has direct links 
with violent 昀愀s
cist groups in 

"They support 
free speech for a 
fascist but they 

deny free speech 
and the right to 

politica氀氀y 
organise to 

socia氀椀sts and 
other anti
fascists." 

l efended their • that 昀椀gure hides more invitation to : information than it reveals. the 昀愀scist Two-thirds of all full-ꈀ혀e David Irving 
by saying he employees earn less than 
had the right : this average, which is 
to free speech. • pulled upwards by a few 

"Clearly top earners. these organisa- MPs are amongst the top ��:�t ����! one-tenth of earners. Their 
speech is a • basic salary is just over 
sham. They £47,000 a year· £902 a 

Britain and Germany ... [who] 
have murdered and burned out 
immigrants, refugees and eth
nic minorities. 

"It was absolutely correct 昀漀r 
student groups to stop this fas
cist having a platform." 

Stephen Boyd, Socialist 
Party National Committee, 
said: "We condemn the suspen
sion of our society and others 
in UCC. 

"The banning of political 

support free week before tax. They take 
-----� speech for a home more money than 
fascist but they deny 昀爀ee • 96% of their constituents. speech and the right to politl- Members of the House of 
���:r 

o�����s
e
c;it:

ocialists and • Lords are also likely to 
"The Socialist Party will • receive a package of pay 

appeal against our suspension and perks amounting to 
and we'll launch a national and • £45,000 a year. 
international campaign to • New Labour's national 
force UCC Societies Guild to minimum wage of £3.60 an lift this suspension." hour 昀漀r over-21s, would 
eSend protests to: Socialist • correspond to £144 昀漀r a 40-
Party, PO Box 3434, Dublin a. hour week, less than one

sixth of an MP's earnings. 

Police harass Socialist activist Airheads 
• LABOUR WILL go ahead 

with privatising the B�Ѐ N堀餀 WNk'• 
delllOIWba騀w ŃƤ 琀栀a Wo爀氀d Trade īƍ

尀贀 (縀묀) In Ņƍ 䴀搀 In 
言렀.. ĿĲ -

- .,.;l℀氀adng .Ⰰ尀. 

䨀䤀 November, 
戀攀r Steve 

three 
threat· 

r. 
U昀氀ca
爀픀m 

ŔƋ,· 

Steve said. "l didn't know what 
they were talking about. It 
夀 out to be the JIB demon
stration this summer. 

NI wasn't on that protest but 
I felt my knees buckle when 
they produced this photo of 
som攀漀ne who l漀漀ked quite like 
me. 

"They told me to pull back 
my hair and looked at my 
clothes to s攀攀 if 1 had anything 
resembllng the clothes in the 
photograph. They had a 昀椀le of 
hundr攀搀s of shots. 

NThey 猀愀id 'is this you?" I 
Id you can s攀攀 It's not me. 

They asked me about my polit-

ical affiliations. They repeated
ly 猀愀id 'you're coming back 
with us lo London'. 

"'Eventually they said they 
were going, they 'de-arrested' 
me because I didn't look su昀昀i
ciently like the photo. But they 
still said if we hear your name 
again we'll arrest you. 

•'Is this a big police operation 
designed to 昀爀ighten the le昀琀? 
I'm making a 昀漀rmal protest 
about the police's behaviour." 
eHas anybody else su昀昀ered 
thts treatment from the 
police? 䤀昀 so, contact us and 
let us know. 

:
11They told me to 

: pu氀氀 back my hair 
• and looked at my

clothes to see if I 
had anything 

resembling the 
clothes in the 

photograph. 
They had a file of 

hundreds of 
shots.'' 

• National Air Tra昀케c 
Services (NATS), the 

• Queen's speech threatened. 
The government is 

ignoring opposition 昀爀om • air traf昀椀c controllers 愀渀d 
• the pilots union Balpa, who 

fear a worsening of airline 
safety standards. 

Several unions, including 
• civil service unions IPMS 

and PCS, threatened 
industrial action to keep 
the skies safe if Labour's 

• mad sell-o昀昀 went through.

爀⬀ 㨀가 
椀鴀 
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Sleepless over 
THE WORLD Trade Organisation (WTO) meets in 
Seattle next week. But as JANE JAMES argues it 
is still not clear whether the talks will get off the 

ground. Even if they do, world leaders will face a 
barrage of protest at c lism's brutality. 

Sea琀琀le 
B i氀騀 CLINTON inadveⴀ尀 

tently d攀猀c爀椀bed 琀栀e 
WTO summit quite acc甀관

rately 攀픀en琀氀y. Refe爀爀ing to 
栀� 栀usa渀搀s of p爀漀teste爀猀 
dĶļing on Seattle, he 
猀愀搀ꌀ 䔀جى folks feel like 
栀�y'瘀攀 戀攀en shut 甀. 吀栀ey 
琀栀ink 琀栀e 圀吀O 椀猀 some 爀椀ch 
gu礀猀• dub where 瀀攀ople get 
in and talk in funny languages 
and use words nobody undeⴀ尀 
stands, make a bunch of 爀甀les 
栀픀t help 琀栀e 攀�ple 琀栀at 
alre愀搀y have and s琀椀挀欀 it to 
栀� 瀀攀ople 琀栀at have not." 

The World 爀딀de Organi猀愀
tion 1s ind攀攀d a ·•rich guys' 
club·· that 更�Or capitalist 
挀漀untri倀匀 use to break down 
any barrie爀猀 to 琀爀ade which get 
in the way of their p爀漀fits. So 
when Euro瀀攀 refused to allow 
ho爀洀one 爀�at攀搀 攀윀f to 戀攀 
im瀀漀rt攀搀 昀爀om the United 
Stat攀猀. the WTO ruled against 
Euro瀀攀. The la戀攀lling of GM 
f漀漀ds may s漀漀n 戀攀 'illegal' as 
that t漀漀 hinde爀猀 爀픀de. 

It is sup瀀漀sed to 戀攀 an impar
tial 漀였y desi最渀攀搀 to 猀攀ttle 
爀픀de disput攀猀 but 昀甀ndamen
tally rich coun琀爀i攀猀 in昀氀uence 
and 挀漀n琀爀ol it. The US will 戀攀 
ĺŲ 愀氀ong more 琀爀ade 
lawye爀猀 to Seattle than 氀촀 the 
s攀팀ialist lawyers in 䈀漀tswana. 

For every o昀케cial delegate to 
the trade talks in Seattle there 
will 戀攀 昀椀ve p爀漀testers repre
猀攀nting 1,1　　 organi猀愀tions 
昀爀om 87 countries. They 戀攀lieve 
that the \䤀笀O is one of the 
world's most 瀀漀we爀昀ul organi
猀愀tions acting against the 
椀渀te爀攀sts of consumers, the 
environment and 漀�rer coun
tries. 

Proteste爀猀, including envi
ronmentalists and trade union
ists have 戀攀en· 琀爀aining in 
camps in the h椀氀ls of Washing
ton S琀愀te and aim to stop the 
WTO talks taking place. Simul
tan攀漀us protests will also 戀攀 

Capitalist 
'culture 
clash' 吀㨀E A吀吀EM吀销D hos琀椀le 

tak-ver bid of Ge爀洀an 
ommuŅĳons comp愀관

ny Mŀƣn by V漀搀afo渀攀 
has ex瀀漀sed 琀栀e tensions 
eŋƻ ŁƩ the Ƴǘ
猀� 퐁唀 in 琀栀e 爀甀ⴀp to 
琀栀e 爀 summit. 

Bitter exchanges t漀漀k pla挀攀 
戀攀tw攀攀n German Chancellor 
Schr漀搀er and Tony Blair at the 
F1orence summit of six so
call攀搀 挀攀n琀爀e-le昀琀 leaders. Iron
ically the summit had 攀윀n 
convened to 輁䈀er out a col
l攀挀tive appr漀愀ch to Implement
ing a Third Way strategy. 

But in an acrimonious pre
lude to the Seattle summit 
there was more di猀愀最爀攀攀ment 
than agr攀攀ment In particular, 
French leader Lionel Jospin 
and German Chancellor 
Schroder Ņİ of a culture 
clash 戀攀tw攀攀n 䄀渀glo-American 
capitalism and the consensual 
ƈƷ model. 

taking pla挀攀 throughout Euro
瀀攀an cities 椀渀cluding 䰀漀ndon 
on ㌀　 November. 

These protests si最渀ify dis
trust of, and in m愀渀y cases 
op瀀漀sition to. capitalism as the 
JIB 픀케ival against capitalism 
in 䰀漀ndon last June showed. 

Trade disputes 

AS YET no � ro瀀攀r agenda has 
戀攀en a最爀eed 攀씀ause there is 
little ground 昀漀r a最爀攀攀ment on 
the most contentious issues. 

Friction 戀攀tw攀攀n the m愀樀or 
players has 攀윀n re昀氀攀挀ted in 
r攀挀ent trade disputes; 昀漀r exam
ple Euro瀀攀 will not allow cer
tain American aircra昀琀 across 
its airspace as they are t漀漀 
noisy. Is this due to sensitivity 
昀漀r those living near airports 
or protection of Europe's Rolls 
Royce engines 昀爀om those of 

German gove渀�ent, busi
ness and union leaders oppo猀攀 
the V漀搀afone bid because they 
猀愀y that such hostile bids do 
not 漀挀cur in Germany, where 
they go against the German 
consensus 琀爀adition. 

Many German workers, and 
French workers t漀漀, will have 
昀漀und this ·consensus' lacking 
in recent yea爀猀 as government 
and bosses have attempted 
swingeing cuts in workers' 
jobs, rights and conditions. 
Also German companies have 

B漀攀ing, which they claim cause 
the problem? 

The US wan琀猀 to li戀攀爀愀lise 
a最爀icultural trade, ending tari昀昀s 
and subsidies on farm g漀漀ds, 
while Euro瀀攀 and Japan still 
爀저nt large subsidi攀猀 to farming. 

Health and edu挀愀tion ser
vices which are still state 
owned in Euro瀀攀 could also be 
bought up by private 昀漀reign 
companies as the WTO could 
get the power to overide 
national regulations. 

When emerging markets col
lapsed last year, leading to a 
glut of cheap goods, the US 
soaked up a lot of excess pro
duction in the form of imports. 

The shipments of hot rolled 
steel sh攀攀t 昀爀om China, Tai
wan, lndia and Indonesia grew 
from ㈀㔀,　怀 tonnes in the 昀椀rst 
six months of 1㤀㤀8 to 50,　怀 in 
the first half of 1㤀爀. This has 

taken over companies in other 
countries and carried out bru
tal cuts and redundancies. 

This wrangle between 
thieves shows how little soli
darity exists betw攀攀n the capi
talist classes when their own 
national interests are threat
ened. 

It also shows that workers in 
Britain, Germany or any other 
country can have no con昀椀
dence in these political leaders 
and bosses to t愀欀e d攀挀isions 
which are in our interests. 

昀甀elled the protectionist lobby 
in America, especially within 
Congress. 

During the cold war, the US 
was forced to play the role of 
counterweight to the USSR see
ing the need to glue together 
the capitalist counties. Now, 
despite attempting to play the 
role of world policeman, they 
see no threat to capitalism and 
certain elements in the US are 
saying: "Let's look a昀琀er our
selves and to hell with the rest 
of the world". Such a mood is 
bound to grow with recession. 

Capitalist interests 

FREE TRADE is still the dom
inant policy of the WTO and 
world capitalism today. But an 
economic downturn will see 
the big powers more deter
mined to protect their own 

national economic interests. 
As s漀挀ialists we do not 昀愀vour 

one 琀爀ade 瀀漀licy or another, 
protectionism or 爀쬀e 琀爀ade. but 
s攀攀 them as di昀昀erent 瀀漀licies to 
suit capitalism's needs in dif. 
ferent situations. 

National capitalist classes 
will generally adopt whatever 
policies they need to sell their 
g漀漀ds in as many countries as 
possible, while prot攀挀ting their 
own domestic market. 

But now op瀀漀sition is 最爀owing 
aga椀渀st the meth漀搀s of 挀愀pi愀
ism and to capitalism i猀�lf. As 
gove爀渀ment and busine猀猀 lead
e爀猀 挀漀me together in 匀攀at琀氀e to 
p爀漀t攀挀t their pro昀椀ts, we must 
work with s漀挀ialists world-wide 
to st爀渀最最le 昀漀r a 漀혀ialist world 
where g漀팀s a爀攀 pr漀搀uc攀搀 under 
dem쐀tic workingČķ con
琀爀ol and management 昀漀r �ሀ
ple's n攀攀ds not capi愀ist 휁　. 

Beef blow-ups 11E RECENT 'Beef war• 
e琀眀een Britain and 
ranee blew up because 

the French government 
refused to li昀琀 i琀猀 ban on 
British beef impo爀琀s a昀琀er the 
BSE scare. 

Ke椀琀h Pa琀琀en搀攀n 

But governments in both 
countries are defending their 
own capitalist a最爀icultural 
interests. So despite them 
being a氀氀ies in the same trading 
bloc, the economic rivalry 
between these two capitalist 
powers rapidly rose above the 
surfac.-e. 

Currently, the ruling class 
cannot openly introduce 
import controls so they search 
昀漀r pretexts to defend their 
trading positions in certain key 
sectors. 

But in a future worldwide 
recession we will see more 
overt measures taken. The pre
sent Anglo-French dispute will 
p爀漀bably blow over be昀漀re long 
as a full trade war would not 
be in either party's interests at 
this stage. 

However, the disgusting dis
play of virulent nationalism in 
the press shows what 挀漀uld 
hap瀀攀n in the future, unless 
the working class intervenes to 
avert it. 

The Independent comment攀搀 
that "the campaign of propa
ganda and vilification... has 
been reminiscent of the pre
lude to a real w愀爀. not a trade 
war". But historically, trade 
wars have b攀攀n a natural pre
cursor to ·real' wars. 

In 昀愀ct trade • competition 昀漀r 
markets and there昀漀re pro昀椀ts • 
is what most wars are all about 
under 挀愀pitalism. 

There is no immediate 
pros瀀攀ct of direct warfare 
between the advanced indUS· 
琀爀ial nations. but proxy wars • 
for example between their 昀漀r· 
mer colonies - is possible. 

The conscious action of the 
inte爀渀ational working class 
can prevent this. 

Don't 戀攀 misled by the jingo
istic ravings of the capitalist 
media. workers should join the 
fight 昀漀r a harmonious social· 
ist system of production and 
distributi0n. 
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Parents protest at 
special needs cuts 
F吀鼀 P� of ǁƹ 턀 Ĺŀ 팀준s 瀀爀ot猀�攀搀 ŌƱ G漀cŀƄ爀攀 county council as 䰀愀bour and Liberal councillors voted for 琀栀e probable dosure of four s瀀攀cial needs schools and possible dosure of 17 others. 

Ch爀椀s M漀漀爀攀, Stroud 

S瀀攀cial needs teachers are likely to 昀愀ce redundancy rather than transfers as they are employed by individual sch漀漀ls. The plan is to inte最爀ate s瀀攀cial needs students into mains琀爀eam education but parents 戀攀lieve it is based mo爀攀 on costcutting than students' interests. "At present our children have access to trained special needs teachers all day, every day", 猀愀id Graham Barton, chair of the Gloucestershire S瀀攀cial N攀攀ds Prot攀挀tion 䰀攀ague. "These proposals would mean access 昀漀r one hour a day, with one s瀀攀cial needs teacher and two support workers for 20 children." At present around 15,　怀 of 16,　怀 s瀀攀cial needs students in Gloucestershire are inte最爀ated into mains琀爀eam education. But students a昀昀ected by these plans have more severe needs, 

including autism, and many of their attempts at integration have proved unsuccessful in the past. "My daughter had 24-hour support but couldn't cope because she was expected to keep up with the curriculum', explained parent Rose Ellway. "Sin挀攀 she's been at Dean Hall (s瀀攀cial school) she's been happy and more con昀椀dent." Within the mainstream, Sue Walters 昀漀und her daughter being bullied and Christine Mccann said her son felt "frustrated and le昀琀 out because he couldn't keep up with the others." These are typical of parents' ex瀀攀riences. Inte最爀ating vulnerable 瀀攀ople into mainstream society is not a simple process. If carried out on the basis of cost-cutting it can leave many people feeling more isolated and sti最洀atised, as with Thatcher's policy of community care 昀漀r those with a mental illness or di猀愀bility. With 䰀愀bour's attacks on education, with pe爀昀ormancerelated pay, education action zones as a method of privatisation and the introduction of tuition f攀攀s and abolition of the 最爀ant, it is no surprise these parents have no 昀愀ith in Labour promises. "HELP NOT HURDLES" - parents protest at special needs cuts. Photo: Chr椀猀 Moore. 

!Brian Parsons - fighting for
6 WONGLY CONVICTED subsequently found in Brian's • t • 0 of murder in Devon, van and coat but only a昀琀er the J u s I Ce挀㔀 1988, Brian Parsons gloves had been mysteriously €. has had 琀栀e decision on his moved from their original box him of a murder. They had aappeal deferred. As his brot栀ⴀ in the 昀漀rensic team's care to regular accomplice also ca氀氀ed er Philip says: "This case has another box. Nonnally such Brian Parsons. destroyed any faith the fam椀ⴀ events would be logged but this Forensic evidence, including ly had in justice in this cou渀ⴀ was not. body temperature, also indi-try. Too much is stacked to Campaigners believe that cates that the time of death was protect the system." these fibres were planted by later than stated, when Brian 

.. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. .. . the police. This appears to be has an alibi. 
䌀栀ris Moo爀攀, Action Against backed by forensic evidence. This case like, so many 0th-

Injustice Investigations by jo爀alists ers, shows the determination of 
• .. • • .... • • .. • • ·" • • • • • • after Brian's conviction, family and campaigners to After a burglary and murder revealed the police knew of 29 fight 昀漀r justice. The police and took place near Colyton, Devon similar burglaries in the area courts cannot 戀攀 trusted. Both 

in 1987, police appealed for wit- over four years. need to be made accountable to nesses. At the time police claim There was a patte爀渀. The vie- the community and come the murder took place Brian tim would be an isolated elder- under their dem漀挀ratic control. was nearly 昀漀rced o昀昀 the road ly woman, the electricity and Judges should also face el攀挀
by a van. He gave this infor- phone were cut and vomit or lion and juries should be 
mation to the police and was 昀愀eces were 昀漀und. involved in appeals, with all 
soon turned from witness to The police denied vomit had evidence available 昀漀r presen-suspect. been found, yet it was later tation not just so-called '昀爀esh' A pair of gloves and a ham- revealed they had video evi- evidence. 

PHIU䤀✀ 氀✀ĄčS (Brian•• brother - left) and Anne琀琀e Parsons (Brian'• wffe . right) protest outside the Cou爀琀 of Appeal. 

mer were linked to the murder. dence of it. Brian had no preMeanwhile, police towed Bri- vious convictions, yet two proan's van away after it had been fessional burglars had been 
crashed and later called to his arrested, who 昀椀tted this evi
workplace taking away an old dence - one hated old women 
coat of his. and had a habit of vomiting. A Fibres 昀爀om the gloves were friend claims they talked to 

♦If you want to help 昀椀ght corruption, brutality and racism in the Criminal Justice System 
contact: Action Against Injus
tice, PO Box 858, London E9 
5HU. 

New Dealers take strike action in protest at suspension 
SOCIALIST PARTY nMmben 䨀䄀MES 氀✀ALMER and AND✀⠀ İż, ƜǑ No爀琀h D眀愀言됀,蠀蠀ưƫ• Ƙƨ ĹŒ tha gove洀관洀愀nt'• 䴀봀 DHI Ƨȣ 言蠀 OIW of 琀栀em WM ᐀ forNlng lL 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

JA䴀䔀S HAD h1s benet1t sus-= 昀戀r two w攀攀ks for a New Deal Pro
言렀 'volun쨁刀y'. He had ĿĀ onto an accountan

eo洀眀 he didn't want to do ... bis pteway 瀀攀riod (Under New Deal 

claimants must 昀椀nd a place
ment within a set time or lose benefit). 

James was then dia最渀osed as 
diabetic and felt he couldn't continue the course as the ill
ness was a昀昀ecting his concen
tration . But the Employment Service wouldn't move him and said his only option was to make a 昀爀esh claim for Job Seekers' 
Allowance or sign o昀昀 and go on 
the sick for 13 weeks - then he 
wouldn't have to do a New Deal option for two years as he is over ㈀㔀. Unfortunately, hls GP 
wouldn't agree to thls. 

Two months later, James had 
his benefit suspended 昀漀r two 
weeks. He decided it was time 
to make a stand. 

He contacted fellow Socialist Party member and 'New Dealer' Andy and they agreed to go 
on strike. James refused to job seek and attend New Deal interviews while Andy refused to attend his course in solidarity 昀漀r the two weeks of James' sus瀀攀nsion. They picketed the Shire
brook JobCentre, petitioning 
against the New Deal and sell
ing The 匀漀cial椀猀t. In just one 
hour they collected over 20 sig-

natures, sold three Socialists 
and 昀漀und two new potential 
Party members. They met with success inside the JobCentre too, as the sta昀昀 agreed to turn a blind eye to James' refusal to job seek . They even rearranged his New Deal interviews so that he wouldn't have to 'scab' during his suspension. 

Editors note: 

The sta昀昀 went on to explain some of the problems they were having with the Employment Service and a最爀eed that one day they could also be in the same situation as James. Andy also got an inte爀瘀iew moved 昀爀om his current place
ment to one which pays more 
than just bene昀椀ts. So all in all it was very productive action. 

Have you had any bad experiences on New Deal? What do you think about James and Andy's protest a挀琀ion? Write or phone and tell us - see page 2 for details. 
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Fees deny access 
to educaton 

吀漀E 䰀䄀 吀䔀ST eıƭ 
•-r琀猀 픀t t栀攀 쐀혀琀퀀 In ōņt 昀甀搀휀渀最 娀蠀 
d椀猀c漀甀r- ŃƔ 琀栀e 

Ħƀ ļąr漀t⸀�琀 
to 昀뀀 •t ǀǇ - •搀甀�ꈀ 

- 漀�r 氀휀d ĭĚtRs -�� 尀嬀ng h氀最戀⸀r 
eduu�." 栀鰀 昀㰀ƿǮ 30 ċñ 1999 NEW 鼀退U氀琀'S 䴀넀 栀픀t 栀�y w眀Ⰰt to �n 儀ꀀ to 턀 E윀ꌀ-开Ⰰ - Ƞȑ ∀✀" �t MYe 攀윀n Ưȉ by •-of-----栀뤀 IA℀ꠀt n甀夀 瀀甀bl밀蔀 by UCAS (t栀㰀 甀渀lv攀渀lry appU挀愀 t漀먀 ƨư �䰀) 1栀漀w that t錀퀀 쀀눀 a d爀漀p of 洀漀爀攀 t栀愀n J 1, In the num戀琀t 漀昀 ov椀鈀•21• ∀✀∀∀ a瀀�愀퀀 漀 İļ Ľő In 1㤀瀀-㤀㠀 栀뤀 num漀퐀 •pplyl渀最 甀� IIN㸀딀 al氀漀 rtll. 錀팀 numⰀ踀r of atu搀攀nu 昀爀om t栀攀 "漀혀t漀洀' 伀谀⸀촀l ŅƷ (1Jull攀搀 洀愀n甀愀l, aklll攀搀 non 洀愀nual. 甀ty lkll漀퀀 and ur甀㨀kil攀퀀) who appli攀搀 to do d- or IINDI a⸀뤀 reu Appll 挀愀u渀퀀 f爀漀m 1tu혀퐀 from 'p爀漀f픀픀i渀케l' fJmU昀ꔀ ⠀攀U t漀漀. L漀�J411 by 8 l洀愀ller Įūn. IU䤀䨀倀氀f1nl th氀氀t the a戀漀llu漀渀 of rrw 攀搀挀혀tion a昀昀谀렀 th昀✀ 䤀䨀U퀀준 rt⸀愀䄀簀 u Y{昀∀1l O氀欀k at甀搀•mt, were 8䤀ꐀ di. ŔǂloMtely a氀昀Āĳ. ⸀堀lth a 팁⸀ d爀漀p In 1瀀瀀l愀�t� t栀愀n 픀� whll℀ꨀ Ⰰ琀u攀툀t.. A ŘÌ f케需 th .. Comml琀 or \'㰀넀(°切턀LJ漀渀 蘀됀Uy aid t氀眀t t栀漀 愀ꠀk 漀昀 ��l 1u�� ava.⸀紀b椀� 挀漀 s�t, ⸀⸀ 혀堀洀Ⰰ 昀錀H o甀愀ly to 甀찀⸀혀 ■a:a1· f漀爀 

adults, studenu from ethnic minoriti攀氀 and th猀퐀 昀爀om 漀�rer 戀愀cēƂdl 吀栀e Cub⸀찀 漀漀mmilt攀攀, 猀攀t up under pr攀愀u.re from 쬀휀 攀搀u挀愀tion 挀愀m瀀攀l最渀en to lnv攀愀tlpte hl&her 攀搀uation fundmg Jn ŇƜd, a휁㼀 It a1　 瀀漀mu out w栀愀t m漀猀t students have known 昀漀r yean • part-tlme w漀爀⸀딀渀猀 during university 愀�ms 5⸀uden⸀' a挀愀demic 瀀攀rfo爀洀an攀鄀 This giv攀☀ 1tuden⸀ 爀픀m ńœ ƛƳnds a dou ble d漀쨀dvant销였 O昀昀icial 1tatllti攀 a戀漀ut unJ. verslty adml氀氀lon1 ln ⸀㤀瀀㤀攀 &how t栀愀t a hu愀攀 ctus divi搀攀 still exll氀氀 ln hleher 攀搀u挀愀tion Studenu entering lhe old uni venlt椀昀 an more than twi挀攀 u ll⸀氀wy to 挀漀me Crom mtd⸀글e- or up瀀攀r- d愀一 昀愀mili攀猀 tl甀甀! 준준 en⸀�r1n1 t栀攀 ex-瀀漀l礀琀攀搀m.k㨀관. 
TOP TEN univwrslt椀⸀s with the lowHt prǁŶ 漀昀 students from up瀀攀r- a渀搀 'pr漀氀ouionar dau badigr漀甀渀搀l· ĕƬ氀�ƬǣC�堀묀J,Ⰰ ___ ,_, _v⸀娀 ⸀尀 뤀蘀 렀,_ -�,------렀렀 (㤀'Ċó氀븀䌀 蠀言尀묀, 
TOPTtNwithhĽƧ 
ăƇ ∀✀ up瀀攀r. _, 錀ꨀ da. 
堀言nts; 㴀Ⰰ=,Ⰰ堀--∀嬀 蘀됀 __ Ⰰ娀 ·�ᔀ ⸀⸀ __쨁⨀,猀Ⰰ 

special feature 

······•••••••••••••••••••• 
K氀攀爀愀n Ro퐀�$ 

The n挀ⴀw ,ystem of nh ms testIng the Jo漀⸀ns, the d爀㸀11VS In p3ylng the loans and 稀뀀'Ond year SIUrl⠀✀nls' d⠀✀blS will all make It hard⠀✀r for students to pay this year·• r漀阀 Uut there l⸀猀 another reason why non-瀀愀yment w騀开 reach far hlg.hꈀ一 pro瀀愀rtlons this year that Is the gprcad of organi攀휀 non 瀀漀yment in principled op瀀漀sition to and denance of the gove爀渀ment's attack on studen琀猀. Save F'爀挀e Edu挀愀tion (SFE) arc building n campai最渀 for mass non-payment of fees, which we 戀攀llc"c can embrace hundreds of thoU氀뼀nds of students We arc campaigning to make sure that refusal to pay the fees develops on a scale that wUI make them unworkable If enough students wlthold their fees the gove爀渀ment would 戀攀 forced to back down and scrap the fees, even reinstate the 爀픀nL A decade ago the poll tax was defeated through a campai最渀 of mass non-payment embracing 18 mlUlon non-payers. The f攀攀s can 戀攀 def攀愀t攀搀 In the same way 
'Pay no fees' 

BORROWING A slo最愀n 昀爀om the anli-瀀漀U-laX movement, students ahould unite under the banner 'Pay no F攀攀s". We have lO ensure that across every campus In Britain students know that if they op瀀漀猀攀 f攀攀s then they should refuse to pay them. 1f hundreds of students at every university refuse to pay, on principle and In solidarity with those who cannot afford to pay, then no university author\ ty will 戀攀 able to deny any student the right to a fr攀攀 education. A unfven11ty may feel It can kick out a handful of students 

ANGRY AND FIGHTING BACK • one of last year'1 demon1tratlons againlt tuition feH. 
but they will not 戀攀 able to have enough money to pay, The 攀t In the whole or Britain. exclude hundreds. If a unlvenl- vice-chancellors should cam- But students cannot rely on ty authority tries to enforce sane- palgn alongside swdents for 瀀漀liticians In any of the main tlons a最愀inst a student for not more money from lbe gove爀渀• parti攀猀, 戀攀 it in Holyr漀팀 or paying then we must orňį mem so that all students can Westminster, to scrap f攀攀s, let mass action, demonstrations, enjoy a decent and free education alone restore the 最爀ant and gen 漀挀cupa1lon⸀猀 and walk-outs to and so that staff can work In ulne fr攀攀 education. Even the defend them. g漀漀d conditions with decent pay. Liberal Dem漀挀rats, who say they 䰀愀st year, students at four uni The s琀爀cngth or op瀀漀sition oppose fees, reneged on this com• vcrsltles organised occupations, a最愀inst them Is already putting mltment when it came to form• which succcssfuUy stopped uni thefutureof tuitonf挀혀onthc line Ing the 爀甀ling coalition ln the verslty management from ln Scotland. Thero ls a real 瀀漀ss!- Scottish Parliament. Thoy have excluding atudents who had not blllty that tho 挀숀ttish porllnmcnt since come under pr攀猀sure to paid their r攀攀s wW vote f攀攀s out of oxlstcn挀攀 by n,thlnk lhla 瀀漀sltlon. SPE bcllove thnt It la not the spring 戀怀 If this hup瀀挀m, then The 戀攀st chance of forc椀渀g the universities' Job to deny us an \\ must only 戀攀 a matter of tJme gove爀渀ment to scrap fees is to 攀搀ucation because we do not 戀攀fore f攀� wall 戀攀 nnaUy put to build m뼀뼀 non-payment 

ork, work but no time to study 
'LABOUR'S JUST wid�lng Inequali琀礀. 吀栀e only way I can af昀漀rd 䤀瘀 �y Is Iv w爀� pa琁ἀ

ttme t漀漀. I ,et absol甀℀e氀礀 e砀栀au猀琀攀搀. I've hid I h11d1挀栀e 氀漀r 琀栀e 11猀琀 琀栀攀팀 da礀猀. My 
猀琀ud椀攀s 猀栀漀甀ld 戀攀 琀栀e p爀椀o b甀℀ 琀栀攀礀 can't 戀攀 戀攀cause I h愀瘀e Iv 眀漀爀欀. 

Yesterd椀礀, I l昀� unive爀猀i琀礀 If 3.4Spm h愀瘀i渀最 to 戀攀 If wo椀픀 漀 4pm 琀琀ll tOpm. On 
Tuesd攀礀't I h爀瘀e 1n h琀1'1 l琀re If tO.3Oam ind again If 4.30pm. In 혀�un I 

h愀瘀e Iv go to wo椀픀, su瀀�琀�ng �픀lf 턀 l11ml渀最 d픀�Ʈż 
On t漀瀀 ol 琀栀is I'm 爀ing to 戀攀氀氀 琀栀e lut and ho氀搀 I 爀攀l㠀猀栀ip . We'爀攀 g椀瘀en 

Ņƛ h椀琀s whi挀栀 I slmply d漀渀't gⰀ琀 琀琀me 漀, where1t 찀e琀 Ѐ we1琀퐀ler 
be攀氀cgⴀ✀t 挀愀n 1M all 琀栀is ffmt1 to ei琀栀er s琀甀dy or 漀휀allte whi挀栀 It IŐŃnt ⸀鸀

�•I ̂˥ t漀漀.• 
Da渀眀n RŋĊ 渀眀t爀 Ōǁt Le� Ȋȸ 

FE students: a key role 
NEW t⸀⸀UOUR'S To爀礀 瀀漀l� 搀渀 on ƪȒ have h椀琀 ttudenb In Further 1谀娀 (FE) u wol u "'栀昀뀀✀ EŘƜ (HE) --· ••••••••••••••············ 

'"-ŐŸS䜀 ············ ....... .. 䘀䔀 挀挀ll椀鄀ⴀ攀s nationally d ⸀⸀ 瀀攀rately n攀攀d extra 昀甀nd琀渀i. They have 攀윀n told to take on an ext爀愀 1　　,　怀 JIE st搀n琀愀 to ea愀攀 the 'strain' on unt昀琀nltl攀愀 and to provide lower 挀漀st educe llon Yet FE colleg攀猀' d•bt hu Quadrupl倀搀 over the last nve Y•愀渀 • In 1㤀洀 the total debt WU 㨀昀1 inUlion.. lhe 1㤀焀 Jpvel was 匀딀mllllon. Financial sup瀀漀n for FE stu d�nts Is minimal. with 쬀� "�lylnc 10 most 爀甀n Ume 11u den甀⸀. The爀攀 are no living al氀漀wan攀혀 and 最爀an琀氀 漀昀 around �瘀are only availabJe to 1he wry 㸀꼀䌀鐀攀t student⸀䤀. forcina thtm to rely on their 瀀愀ren琀愀 for a漀툀m m眀鴀11on and •up瀀漀n M眀⸀t students work  Hme 退 well u ,tudytng, o昀琀en to 瀀愀y 

for ex琀爀a ŋņ c漀猀琀猀 and tra渀猀瀀漀rt. Pay rat攀猀 a爀攀 昀爀equently 戀攀low even the m攀愀sJy ꌀ㌀.㘀　 mln lmum wa椀휀, which d攀ꐀ not even apply to under-21s. ⴀ"E students can play a key 爀漀氀攀 ln c愀洀瀀愀猀준ln& İŃt tuition f攀� by sup瀀漀rt鼀开 non 瀀愀ye爀猀 tn l挀퀀l unlventtl攀猀 th爀漀ugh prot攀猀ts, dem漀猀 and ot栀攀r 　 darlty 琀휀tlon, as well 愀猀 渀愀tional events Th猀퐀 w栀漀 ĲĹ m瘀漀lv攀搀 wllh Sa,·e Fr攀攀 Ed挀혀t椀漀n al ool l瘀鄀 th椀猀 y攀愀r 挀漀u氀搀 play a vital role next y攀愀r in �팀l!lng a渀搀 leading m愀묀 non•܀꜁yment 挀愀m 瀀愀t� In their unJvenit攀�. If t栀攀 r ⸀尀 are stl氀氀 In place. Many workingČķ FE stu dents ⸀준n. 攀윀n dete휀혀 픁䈀 Ulgh㰀✀r Education by 턀�. the 氀愀ck of 픀ts a渀搀 t栀攀 ƲƲ of coŀŎ debt on l挀輀vmg On top ol Iha, 洀愀ny art an最爀y a戀漀ut La戀漀ur's attac欀猀 on young �pie In relation to employ洀攀nt 吀栀ey hne ev爀� łņ to join the move洀攀nt to de昀攀at tUit漀휀 r ⸀尀 a渀搀 r攀漀to爀攀 the 휁℀t 

What you 
can do 

elf you pay fees • fill in an SFE pledge card comm1tt1ng to not paying them or not paymg your remaining instalments. 
elf any student ii threatened with exdm,1on or other 瀀攀na栀㨀1es such as f,n攀Ⰰ or denial of fac1ht1es, SFE will organise alongside students to build mass action to defend them 
•After the National Union of Students' demonstration 1t is v爀琀al that we go back to the colleges and build this campaign 

The Socialist 
Party says: 
•Scrap tu爀琀1on fees. 
*Reinstate the grant, free 
education for all 
•No exclusions, r�register 
al t second years. 
*full acc攀猀s to all facihties 
•nd se爀瘀ices. and to exam 
⸀尀.. 琀琀s. for au students 
ńŁr they have paid 
th攀椀r fees or not. 
•倀甀t 搀�cation ĺĹ 
ƶƶ 渀�erem. 

lil昀⼀ 
erostⴀ搀emo meeting UnltN 昀漀r 昀爀H education Thursday 25 Novem戀攀r, at end ⸀Ⰰ demo. Surrey Tavern (by Oval tu戀攀), near Kennington Park. 
eLobby p•rll愀洀ent G�n琀猀notfHL Thursday 2 Decem戀愀r, 2pm. St Stephen's Gat℀錀. Hou猀攀 of ğŊ, (Wostmm,ttr tu戀攀) S瀀攀ak� mdude To渀礀 䈀攀nn MP. 
es■v• Frff Education confere渀挀e. Build Ōýymf昀氀t •nd 琀渀a氀氀 act㸀� to rutore ,Ⰰ⸀_ 9nnL Su渀挀by S Doum戀漀r, 12 n漀漀n. Wimon Īľ, Ka氀爀tc欀⸀ Street. (o昀昀 Pent漀渀v.l氀漀 R""d). London Nl 

Shadow worl 
government 

Ken Smi琀栀 
Recent I匀椀UM of Big l⸀猀&ue the 挀愀mpal瀀혀ln" magazlnr 漀瀀ld by homrJf㸀倀氀樀 倀섀ple hlghlJghl氀✀d thP Involvement or 䴀䠀nlQr La戀漀ur ministers In the Blld⠀㸀r berg Group summit TMs yPar·s summit t漀漀k plo昀樀 at the pxclu slve Portugue椀尀c re℀䴀lrt or Slntro last summer It attractrd 11 t part1clpan1 from 24 countrl� Som琀㸀 or 1h� who attend攀搀 Crom nr1L✀氀in mcluded Peter Mandcl猀漀n, envt ronmcntallst and Prince Charl攀猀', Ȁ1ئحle .Jonathnn Porrit, Martin Taylor, 昀漀rmer chief executive of Barclays and gove爀渀ment advi猀攀r on the New Deal Martin Wolf from the Financial Times and two Jour nallsts from the E挀漀nomist Inte爀渀ational names who attended included Monsanto head Ro戀攀rt B Shaptro, head of the World Bank James D WolfeMOhn and banking b1l Uonalre David Rockefeller. 

Witth-hunt 
lRONlCALLV, lN the 猀愀me week 8⸀䈀 the Blg hl椀氀ue made these revelations, which were noc picked up on by other medln orgnni猀鰀 lions, Louise Ca猀攀y (Labour ap瀀愀int攀搀 homelessness Tsari na) made a stinging attack on the Big J匀☀ue The BOder戀攀ra Group's c砀㨀15-ten挀攀 has 戀攀en well chronicl攀搀 sin挀攀 Its Inception m 1㔀洀 In the Dutch hotel which 最愀ve ll Its name The Mtlllant - forerunner or Th, 漀똀ialist hlghllght攀搀 the role of Bllder戀攀rg mem戀攀rs. rncluding their involvement with the CIA. In wltch-hWlting 猀漀cialists out of the La戀漀ur Pa爀琀y ln the L椀ꄀ. BUde戀攀rg ls a clandestine body where attendance la by discreet invite. No formal poll cy is 猀攀t out but the high pow ered ꄁ㌀甀猀slons involve most or the world's eUte 'movers and shakers·. Some have re昀攀rr攀搀 to Btlder• 戀攀rg as a shadow world gove爀渀 ment. Will Hutton, the Conner Ob猀攀rver 攀搀ltor who w愀猀 invlt 攀搀 to the 1怀瀀 Bllder戀攀r℀䨀 愀愀th er1ng, d猀저ri攀였 It 愀猀 a m錁䈀ns or "the hi&h pri攀猀11 or gloŁītion"' The E挀漀nomist 猀愀ld or It. ''When you ha,·e Ĺĳ t栀攀 Bll攀혀戀攀爀最. you have arrlv琀搀∀✀ 

Bleak outl漀漀k 
EACH YEAR t栀攀 1roup m� at d昀케攀ⴀr洀琀t exclu, sl瘀ⴀt lntemaUo愀鰀l l挀퀀· liO攀眀 to dĭÆ vital issu攀愀 for thr lnt琀洀atlo渀愀l 挀愀pi琀愀l椀猀t c甀봀 UntU 渀漀w no r鼀鼀rd h∀鈀 e嬀尀·琀琀 l영㐀 out &漀휀l the pl栀漀rl渀瀀. � t栀㰀 81g 1 尀言 h⸀阀 o琀쌀i攀툀 minut攀搀 爀琀瀀漀爀琀s 漀䌀 t栀攀 ŅĠ .  st渀. 휁Ḁ •漀� how 嘀琀-arid 挀愀pu⸀愀lism ·s 촀준攀渀 h■w 爀씀wn a ve爀礀 bl愀찀 瀀攀n攀팀tiv, a戀漀甀琀 world r氀픀tl漀渀s fol 

lrJWln& K　愀0va They haH• given R紁㼀✀戀1a a tr攀攀 hand ln 戀漀mblng Ch✀꤀hnya They d� further movⰀ꼀 for ilo戀愀ll猀愀tion and 瀀甀rsuing the n漀鈀li戀攀ral agenda of at甀꼀ks on working⸀挀lass hvln愀㨀 tan dards 琀錀瀀攀clally In We.Jfare One senior New La戀漀ur 瀀漀htl clan at 1he 最愀lh昀✀rtng 甀⸀欀䨀 that '"New La戀漀ur l℀䤀 consoll㨀퀀tln& the vlctori� of the Right" and that ·•1t might 戀攀 ea,ler for some戀漀dy who clalmed to 戀攀 a 漀혀ial 1st to lm瀀漀Ⰰ� change." On the Ko猀漀va War, the for mer US Secretary of State H氀✀nry Kt5slnger, thP man r簀䤀pmunble for carprt 戀漀mbin� Cambodln and l⸀輀09 during thl! Vl椀✀tnum war. said that K伀䴀'IVB ··could 昀ꀀ th⸀� genera1lon's VIC'tnam" ll昀✀ plaintively 䈀紀ked 'how did on£' 瀀爀rsuade countries like China. Ru猀愀ia and India that Nato'1 new mandate was not Just a new ve爀猀ion or the 'the white man's burden' • ooloniaHsm " 
Job, for the Bilderbergers 

ANOTHER UN NAMED Brltl>h 瀀漀litician "wondered wh䌀✀lher the (Nato} alliance could hang tog⠀✀thcr after the war" and 猀漀 their 瀀攀sslmtSm a戀漀ut thelr New World Order g漀攀s on. 'l'ony B\a\r \a⸀椀t aꈀ�ndL>d a 81lder戀攀rg summit ln 1㤀㤀3, the year 戀攀fore he 攀씀ame La戀漀ur leader In the page5 of Th椀℀ 漀똀椀愀list we have also highlighted the Involvement of l攀愀ding Olalrites In another shad°"'Y proj攀挀t, the BriliJh American proj攀挀t 昀漀r a su저حيr 最攀neration Thil or最愀ni猀愀tion. 猀攀t up by Pr攀猀l dent Rea最愀n. Involv攀搀 all 猀漀rts from Ru瀀攀rt Murd漀挀h and Jam爀猀 Goldsmith to many cur �t leading US and British 挀愀binet mem戀攀rs 吀栀is Tran猀愀tlantic 漀였y tries to al猀漀 e渀猀ure that t栀攀 n漀漀-llberal agenda of global capitallim and antl•working cĖ¥ meuu攀 are lmplemented. Such ls th• lmldlous cl猀퐀n漀였 or us and British 愀ve爀渀menl inter攀猀ts. It now 攀�ms th⸀䤀t all prominent lnte愀鬀�鴀nal jo戀猀 llke h攀攀d of NatD (r挀�ntly fill攀搀 by G攀漀r愀攀 Ro戀攀rt愀漀n) a渀搀 h攀愀d or t栀攀 IMF (for which Gordon B爀漀wn l㐀刀 攀윀n tout攀搀} 攀漀 to l伀먀 w栀漀 have Ġƍ ln昀氀u en挀攀 th爀漀ugh o渀攀 or other 漀昀 th猀쨀 s愀찀owy or瀀⸀nl猀愀tions 
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8------- post bag/party news 26 N漀瘀ember 1999 

A "DISILLUSIONED 䰀愀戀漀ur Party member" has written to Red Letters disgusted at a letter penned by former Labour Party leader and now EU Commissioner, Nell Kinn漀挀k, on beha氀昀 of the Frank Dobson·s campai最渀 for London mayor, which attempts to rubbish Ken Livingstone's candidacy. "This is the second anti-Livingstone ty瀀攀 of propaganda that I have received through the post - the first was 昀爀om Frank Dobson. These 攀�ple are sup瀀漀sed to be s漀挀ial democrats and yet they are adopting 昀愀scist-ty瀀攀 tactics." 
[Edito爀猀 note: Kinnock's letter claims that Livingstone's stewardship of the Greater London Counc椀氀 "drove 瀀攀ople away from Labour." This is ironic given his purge of Militant members (the 昀漀rerunner of the Socialist Party) and of the Left in the 䰀愀bour Party in the mid- to late-19㠀　s. This witch-hunt, instead of making Labour electable, led the Labour Party into two successive general el攀挀tion defeats under Kinn漀挀k in 1㤀㠀7 and 1㤀欀.] 
New demand 
EACH WEEK I read the 
栀렀t We Sta渀搀 For column to s攀攀 if the list of demands has changed. It has 漀挀curred to me that the column must have a s攀팀i昀椀c demand related to 瀀攀nsioners. I would suggest, "A doubling of the basic rate retirement 瀀攀nsion and its linkage to the rise in average 휀케ings". There are over ten million 瀀攀nsioners in Britain and many are disappointed with the 75p a w攀攀k increase in their 瀀攀nsion. A s瀀攀ci昀椀c demand relat攀搀 to pensioners would possibly result in 猀漀me pensioners joining the Socialist Party or sub猀挀ribing to The 漀똀椀愀l椀猀t. 

John�- ıƗ, 
Cambs 

Marxism and 
religion 
AS MUCH as I commend Stan Nattrass' role in defeating the PoU Tax and salute his sincerity 

尀贀 __ Ⰰ娀�-11�, ⸀尀 ,, ' " 
�昀甀 . 쌀@©氀픀 -Undermining 

democratic rights 
JACK STRAW and the New Labour gove爀渀ment are pushing their attack on the right to trial by jury even 昀甀rther. The rapidly diminishing list of criminal o昀昀ences that can be tried by jury, if a defendant elects It. Is going to shrink again. Under new proŏŃ more categories are going to be triable only by Magistrates Courts, where working-class and ethnic minority defendants generally have less chance of a fair hearing. This Is a戀漀ut cutting costs and increasing the 挀漀nviction rate, and Is an attack on a valued dem漀挀rat• le right I work In the crown courts and this pňŇ, combined with other recent changes and cuts, has e昀昀ectively Ľƣted my job out of existence. rm not all right Jack! 

in describing himself a Marxist, I cannot agree with his attempt to marry Marxism with Christianity (Red Letters 12/11/㤀㤀). The contradiction in Stan's letter is that he denies the existence of God but subscribes to Christian ethics, citing as examples "love thy neigh• bour", "do unto others as you would have them do unto you", etc. Surely these ethics describe certain human values that predated Christianity and which 

䄀渀ⴀĩŁ 영㼀ⴀ嬀 ⸀尀 
,_ ƬȚ) 

also exist in a myriad of other religions and secular societies. As a Marxist I can embrace the idea of a common humanity but that doesn't make me a Christian, a Buddhist nor a humanist. The essential prerequisite of Christianity must be a belief in a God. Devoid of that central tenet It becomes no different to any other nonChristian value system. 
Simon Ca爀琀er, south 

London 

⸀ⰀIAIII ⸀⸀ E 
PAR'l'Y ... 
Chrl1Marx social 

C䰀䄀$$lf1EQ AQYEBI· 
The world of CLR 

James-His 
Unfragmented Vision 

by James D Young 
Just published by 

Clydeside press, this new 
bfography of the famous 

Trlnidadian Marxist is 
available to our readers 

at a discount. 

Saturday 11 December '99 
1pm tlU 12pm 
OThe Distillers' Arms, 64 
Fulham Palace Road, 
ģĸnmlth, W6. Priced £15 in the shops, on sale for £10.㤀㤀 

[lnduding P&P] 
S.nd cheques payable 

to1 1CLR J■m•• 昀딀er' 17-23 Calton Road, 
ldlnburgh, EHi 6DG. 

Building 
socialism in 
the colleges 

THIS TERM, the socialist student club at Southampton Univers琀 
has had more interest from st甀관

dents than for years. We regularly 
have new people turning up to 
meetings and joining at our lunchtime campaign stalls. Students are interested in our organisation not only because of our consistent campaigning against tuition fees. There is also much interest in our weekly meetings and the discussions about socialism and current affairs. So far three students have joined the Socialist Party. Mark, Andy and Phil were all socialists before they came to Southampton. All three and quite a few others had read about Marx and Marxism. Andy already knew of the Socialist Party and was very interested in our past record. He described us as "the only serious organisation on the left". Another new member has become the 

Merseyside South West Yorkshire Wales South East London Eastern No爀琀hern 

2 Yorkshire 3 Eastern 4 Wales East Midlands South West West Midlands 
Merseyside 

9 London 0 Southern 11 South East 12 Manchester/Lanes 13 Miscellaneous 
Total 

761 501 433 565 

THERE ARE just four weeks left before the Chrirtmas break. At present only No爀琀hern Region are on course to reach their target. A great effo爀琀 is required to reach our full target but with proper planning and the active pa爀琀icipation and support from members and readers we can still get 100% of the target . How to achieve t_he _£22,00_0_ target: org�渀관ise extended campaigning a挀琀1v1ty at shopping centres at weekends; set a target of raising at least £50 per activity. Use appeal sheets to col-

secretary of the socialist club and is a 
leading figure in the anti-tuition fees 
campaign. Mark has helped to set up our website, 
so every student on campus can access 
details of our meetings and campaigns. 
Eve爀礀 week we e-mail 50 students w椀琀h our 
latest news. At present we are involved in a refer
endum on affiliation to National Union of 
Students (NUS) which will take place on 9 
December and, despite all the faults of 
NUS leadership, we are involved in the 
pr漀ⴀNUS campaign. Andy is treasurer of 
the pr漀ⴀNUS group. Next week we will be a holding a meet
ing on the lessons of the anti-Poll Ta x victory, with a local activist from the ca洀관
paign. We're ve爀礀 hopeful of some new members coming from the demo. As a 
repo爀琀 in the student paper said, "We'll keep the red flag flying here." 

N挀퐀 Cha昀昀ey 

SPOl⸀렀G尀저 猀攀m N圀鬀 EB0M 1m 圀䔀E䤀䌀 --SOCIALIST PA吀 mem戀攀rs in Wa攀� pr漀관duced their first 匀漀da/rst Wal윀一 supplement last w攀攀k - another step fo爀眀ard for 漀甀r pa爀琀y! Using the supple洀攀nt, S眀愀猀팀a 漀�d out campaigning again猀琀 di猀愀bility cuts, a渀搀 Wal윀一 have increased their order by 2　　. 
•Look out for the Ch爀椀stmas appeal sheet that went out this week. ƙǁ aim to visit every member and supporter before Ch椀tmas and ask them to sub猀挀ribe - a subscription only costs £2.50. Eve爀礀 region should follow their example. 
•HiDl最툀on sold 15 S漀挀ialists campaigning for striking care workers. M搀�ay sold 12 campaigning to Save Free Education. Fina� ly, our fi爀猀t subscription from the R漀最er Bannister UNISON campaign came in. 

倀攀琀攀 M퀀 

1,000 1,9　　 1,400 1,250 1,900 500 5,5　　 900 1,000 3,050 300 
£22,000 

:::㨀椀�:;�oc�ll:e. r;笀挀�lar sales, around your 
We_ urge all our readers to sup瀀漀爀琀 the Soc1,ahst Party by sending in a donation of a 

1:� ��i:{ to boost our funds (昀椀ll in t栀攀 
. Organ_ise parties, car boot sales, raffles, quiz nights, video nights in the run-up to Chnstmas a�� see in the new millennium with a fundraising pa爀琀y. 

John Reid 

Donate to the Socialist Party's
fighting fund 

Name ----------⸀尀 ---⸀⸀ -· -⸀⸀ ---------⸀⸀⸀⸀-⸀⸀ --⸀⸀ - ---⸀尀 - ⸀⸀ --- - Ⰰ尀 __ - -----⸀⸀ 
Address ---- ---⸀⸀ ------ ⸀尀 ------ ⸀⸀ ------- - -----------
------- ------⸀⸀⸀⸀ --------⸀⸀ ---------⸀⸀ -----⸀⸀ --- ⸀⸀ -------
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1mpt1Qnlng way 팀 1 2  :etlon. Fin•� 1 1he 픀찀 欀m9 In. 尀尀 ⸀开 
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international  news ----- 9 
AU TRALIA IS  portr y d i n  th m h n w long-h ul tou ri t 
d stin t ion burs i ng with u n  u rf nd t h  u nspoi lt ou back . But 
!oh 1_1 P i lg r, v r n c mp ig�ing Austr I i  n journ l ist point d ou
1 � h1 1 9�9 book S er t Cou ntry, th r is  noth r u nspok n, dark r 
srd to h 1 . cou ntry. On of th most d istu rbing sp cts of this secret
country 1s th horrific g rowth in h roin  bus . Heroi n-relat d 
d ath i n  Victoria st t h v I pt from 41 in  1 991  to 261 in  1 998. 

Romanian 
protests 

A socialist campaign to 
MASH wo111m11w tl氀耀10H 
touli 11hwo l llrouuhout 
11on111t1lt1 on 'l 'h l l l 'HdlJ⤀✀ J IJ 
Nov11111hor dmn1111111nu t h, 
l'(lHl1wllon of 1 111 
uovornm nL 

'rho work11r� woro 

end drugs nightmare 
Australian heroin epidemic 

l)rOhl t ln氀⠀ nu11l11HI ( h o
Nlltll l) (l o f  ( llOlr ulr1l11/ly 
111011w1 l tvlnu Hfn111lor<IH 
('lltlHl'II hy t ho 氀℀OV( rrrrnonl'H 
nl'O l lhor11I poll hl . Wl lh  
HV l'll氀⠀fl Wll氀⠀llN only , 1 00 1 1  
1110111 h ,  1101111111111M ri  main
伀氀l8(01'11 l� l l l"Ol)!l'� .00111'081 .  

Jl鬀툀 
of 
tlon 
ty'• tr氀氀ll 
픀錀ld 
m 

t⤀✀ 
R f 
with 
bo爀愀 
poke to ALEC THRA VES 

about th comp lgn. 

Wh t 11 th camp lgn 
aiming to chi v ? T, u,; A I M  Is 10 ,·r,fonn hcwuln 

lnws iuul In pnrttrutnr, horo 
Ill Pllli(•i<'R 111 I\U l t 'I I I IH. 'I'll 
l l l l l'OtlU('O snfo IHJl'CI 1 1 1ft fnl' l l l• 
tills 111 u !mown ns "snf'o hclUs 
r•s" whor1• h1,1·ot 1 1  us1,rs l'l l l 1  
IIJjl't'I t iwlr lwroln nnc l  II' th  y 
(IVt'l'<I0�ll t hoy 氀笀lll r℀✀HUSC lt,\lrcl. 
t• - - 漀�.■u 

m1 nt l t lh • I  who wonts 1 1 1  1 1 t,111x 
nnfl t lwn ho 1·nhnhl l l lnlorl 10 
11ntl ( I plr1r< 111 1 1  i11'0Hl'l t l l 1 1 1 1(l, 

/\nollwr nltn Is for n t1 1·01ttl• 
lmsed tlt·11 11 1•dnt•ntto11 Iwo 
fll't1111nw In scltoolH 11ntl In t ho 
\'(llll ll1l l l l l t y  昀氀(HHH'Hily sr, l l lnl 
l ll'Ol lltl nro 1 1 1 1 1 1'11 IIWHl't' ol' i h( 
11,1i111'(ls of <h'u㬀椀 11Ho 111HI I ho 
1 1 t l c lkl lvo 1 int 1 1 1 ·1, or th'IIIIS, 

Also, WO ('11111 1Hlin frll' 11 
l 1 1cr1•M1 In 1w('tilo 1•x1·hn11Ⰰ;t1s to 
w�v,ml ! ht HJ)l't 'IHI or t l i S(l(lH('H 
Sllt'h ns h0 tHll l l l lH 1 1 1 1 1 1  A l l lS 
1 1 1 1 1011Ⰰ戀,t l ho l11t 1·11vonouA ( IV)  
(\r11Ⰰ戀 1 1Hh1昀氀 J)Ut)llil l l lon, 

In A 1 1s tn1 111 1 w1 1 110 hrwo so1110 
IWl't l lc oxdtl\ll⠀氀!'H l)UI 昀氀llllCl'l \ l ly 
thny nro only OJ>t'n I l tn1 tocl 
htllll'S nnd only In l l  l l ni l totl 
l l l l l l 1h(II' of IO('(ll Ions, 

I1Innlly. nnother obJol' l lvo of 
ou1· cump1tl⸀ꐀ11 IH t ho ln trotlu •. 
1 1011 of' 'h1woln trlnls', l ly whkh 
W(' 11 1oun the l)l'llCIIS thnt wns I l'l('(I Olli In 㨀ⰀwltZU1'l11 1 1r l ; 

Herald Sun o lwrol11 nddlcts 
lll'O pr 8 ·rlh('(l 
hy o doctor u 
r HLII伀䤀· d!t l ly 
tloso of lwrotn, 
ovollnblo In I D I T O R I A L 

AP clo l  t'l t 1 1 tcs. 
1 1 1  Swltzor

lrtnd t h is po l• 
I y hus 
l'('SUII d 1 1 1  11 
t 1· 111ondous ti •crouso 111 
I\ lol of' l'Ulll(• 
oct soclul 
JJJ'o!Jll'lllH, 
In ·lucl l nri cl'lmo. ⼀尀lso, 
11 hns l10lp ti 

i«'OP lho  
8尀㨀)l'䤀䨀(ld or  IV  
ll lSC'llS!'S 

unclor control .  
Users nro 1 101 sp 1 1d ln l h  

wholo clny chustn椀㬀 nround l o  
et t lwlr IH'XI (kn l .  Mnny llSt'l'S 
on tills pro1·111nmo m·o n!Jln to 
find Jobs I\IH I SOCUl'll houslrm. 
Evontuully, sonw or lhl'm tn 
their own t ime solvo l lwlr 
uddlctlon problMl hill t ho f!l'S( 
step ls to kc㰀䨀Jl t lwm 1 1 l lv(• und 
houl t hy und to gl,t t horn 0 1 1 1  of 
t ho hands of t ho dPUIN·s, 

What hH been th• role of 
Mlll氀nt In thl• campaign? 

And what activity have we 
been Involved ln7 

ILITANT IN ITIATl•:l l  i h ls 
c mpaln. Wo cul l l'tl u 

tant r on this ISHU氀氀 rtll(I 
t u爀渀od UJJ nnd 

lut lc nnd WO 
Ith u pul l lk 
ook. At t hot 
ed t he Com• 

or 1 -hlroln 
co In lgns 
n ublo 
I It IR 
palan 

or people 
戀攀ra. 

y •tall 1n 
O唀䤀 

Grim cond it ions 'J'ho J)J'OIOHIH woro 
oruonl�lld hy tho l'Oun1ry' 
frullo 11111011H who ht\VII 

·nllod for 1111 nut umn of 
lnhour Ullf!'R l  ttJ dNIOUnco 
lho uovcrnmonl's luvl1d1 
dovollon lo sl ructurnl 
ro11dJWj(llll'llt J)l'O䤀䌀氀✀l1 Jl1r110H 
of t ho ln to爀渀ot Jonol 
Monotory Fund. 

AVISIT to tho publlc tollots confirms th depth or tho 
horoln problem. In 1llmo1t ovory public conv nl1nce, 
Including tho• ,t th ultr-modorn Melbourn . Ir

po爀琀. th r ir y How, m tI box s on thn w II to dl1po10 
of UHd n • dlos. 

Mnny loll I\ h,wt , hlu tl11lNJ llghUng lo 11111k11 It cllffkult for u�ors 
to lortll thoh v�l氀� bnloro lnjottlng. hi wrn� r •,tnurMtt ,ind f 11l food outlt•h you hov to ,11k tor lh㰀✀ koy off th� 1wfl s tho toll ts 
0111 p 11nnn ntly lock cl. 

'l'hrclJ yeorH of 
l)rlvnll8D0011, tllUHH lny-()ITN 
1 1 11(1 lllUHR poverty hnd 
tw lco ⸀堀fll'llor t h is YNll' I •cl OM ru,1 food ou1I 1 foe d o borr o or co爀渀pullnls ov r th la,k 

or 11rlv,1ry lo, ClJilO茀Ctl whnn !hoy CUI tho loll l doors so lhnl lhoy 
rould drng OU( ll\('I I who hod ov r挀䨀osod. 

to co11I minors mnrchl nK on 
tho cupltnJ.  lluchnrosl. 
Only tho use of trool) ond 
f'ulso rwo爀渀l 118 of roform 
lll'OVOlll ('(l t he minors front 
rcnchlng t ho cnpltul. for lwroln USO), 'l'hl. slol l  hns bron 1 1 1  bucl<bon of I ho cn111-

t 1111Hn, 11 goes on f'or n!Joul f(Ju1· 
01' 11v hOlll'S and lnC0l'l)0l'll氀⸀ 8 
J)Ol l l ktt l  octlon wi th O D  t l l lon, d lstr l l rut lo11 or Iron ts, dlscus• 
slon wl l 1 1  t ho 氀氀 11 1'℀1 1 1111Jl lc 
1 1 1 )  1 1 1  tho tss11os anti ulso wo collpct 00 111 1 1  Ions. Wo'vo c·olk !(•d n!Joul H),000 
sl⸀ꐀnnlur s now on out· po l l• 
! Ions ontl oroun<I $2,500 (nbout 
£1 ,000) I n  donollons, 

At 111 snmo 1 1 1 110 wo olso 
hav prncl lcal ncllon to nsslst 
118 rs In lh Ol'OU lncluc l l nu tho 
dlstl ' lbut Ion of cl con sy1·l11椀㬀os 
umt honl l l 1  tnformnl lon. 

Wo'v us cl t h is Stoll to B t 
now ncl 1vlsls 011cl voluntoors 
1111, 1 wo'vo hntt n sorlos of pub• 
l ie rnll lrs, Sl t'IJOI moolhl昀氀8 ltn(I 
VIHIIS, 'l'h s 0CI lv l l los hnv 
son mtotl n lot of m tlln pub• 
! Ic i ly lnclutl l 1 1Ⰰ氀 11(\l lonol 'l'V, 

Wo'v ulso 11atsotl wi th  othol' 
comn1un1ly 01w111tsnllons 011(1 
wo'v sp mt sum l lm tllA• 
'll88l11H l ho poss l l1 l l l ty or ()[) 1 1• 
1 11Ⰰ戀 ou,· own sat'• hons 011 11 
·011 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l ly  lJnsls llS l\11 (\ t of 

civi l  disohocll nco to push t ho 
dolrnto 11tonu. 

How hos th campaign 
Impact d on the m In 

polltlcal part! s7 
IN •rm: st(l [o or Vlctortn. 1 1 10 

1,uhour l'f l l ' ty I\Os I' on t ly  

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN For HEROIN REFORM 
<;( lllt1, llttlf 1崀开1u11l•1"✀픀l11 
⸀⼀ lhfff•INI f\11ull•i I.it 氀椀fl•d 氀椀tM䌀琀 ll툀贀l✀툀l䴀匀1IM11 '''°'''"'-⸀㬀 hlHf昀氀\f/1 •u11tw t1chu11M •琀퀀 r昀昀ltlltfN ⸀尀 , 1M111 ⸀⼀ hor椀琀,•t•l d111111t1JIHl11tl1t1 •琀,lltfllitlf氀⤀lfOllltl昀✀ Ⰰ昀 l111,琀漀1t!1甀1 tt••'•hl昀鐀!l•1f•tUh㠀 I ht1rhthtell1i,1 uf l찀一•I twol戀 1頀�l1 
w,1 111t昀⼀#(#IIIN'l .;,⸀ⴀ,."•tr,1l11戀t,䨀⸀U;'ptlltlrl• ⸀尀. 1Mliwr 1H1hllcNw11h111 1㨀怀l ,1j✀昀븀怀1䠀戀f圀⌀ri�llf l11 tl+fN1tdl• 
l \"'l,."*∀✀ll••pp1,tt+h1t •l••••1+i 尀娀•on 1, ⸀尀 ,,琀 ✀1111 i,, lt wrl 11✀1 11 llh ꔀHkly WNl氀�⸀ⴀ.l销錀 Ut11l111 11t♦tlln .. l ll氀尀ll l f⸀嬀■1 ♦1U•fl) 

It.�=�!,:1l㨀✀匀㨀:℀휀㨀娀.��i:㨀漀 ⸀⸀. ''ht1fJIꘀ글.�䴀딀氀昀1l<鬀阀1ot䤀猀 

rovls cl It policy on horoln uso 
In rosponso lo prcssur from 
tho c·ommunlty In w h ich 01 1r 
Cltll1 l )l\l昀笀n hns !)lily ti It 1'010. 

Wh t's th n xt stng of 
th c mp1gn7 To ON'l' INUR lo mobttls 

·ommunl ly support to con
v t 11c lOC'l\l rounclls to I mp\('• 
mont snfo lnjoct lng ft1c1 l l l los 
ospoctnlly In th out lying sub• 
urbs, W wi l l  nl o huvo to d('nl 
with a 1·tght•wlng bo 氀㰀lnsh In  
t ho mocttn. L i 's possible t hol w 
run och lovo som snr houses 
l11 VI torto on H tl'IOI bu Is ll' 

Unlvor Hy Ntudonls huvo 
olso Joined In t ho protost 
to oil' tholr rtovonce of 

• low grnnls and poor 
: ncndomlc conditions. 

Gonorol und prosldontlol 
olocllons or duo In 2000, 
with tho r1⸀lh1椀挀 {)Orly 
1 t·all!J1g for bohJud tho ox
StaJl.nlsts I boy bent ln 

• cl ctlons tJ11·00 yeUl's ogo. 

Workers' rights
abuses
ON THE ovo of the World 
T爀渀d Orgun\猀愀tlon summJt 
In 匀挀otUo. USA, th 
lnto111ul101u\l Conli 㰀洀!o爀渀tlon 
of Fr挀漀 '椀ꘀodo Unions (ICFTU) 
hos otlockcd n w m m戀挀t· 

htno's "r挀攀ot'd of vtolatlons 
of Its work0l'S' rlghl�". 

'rhe C hinese toJtnlst 
r1•gll110 crushed tho newly 
cmorgln氀⠀ \11de1,ondont 
tl'ad unions a⸀渀d workers' 
orgonlsoUons o昀氀or 
mas ucdng domocrncy 
prate tors In Uoljlng' 
1'hmnmnon Squoro In 1 989. 

WO keop tho ⴀ鼀---D--e--a-,-,.-n--g----ⴀ嬀 111'�1 Slll'�\(��ri·t lon 
wo wl l l  conlln• 

•th f h uo to nght for 

1'ho I Fl1J's 1ight-wtng 
氀笀('noral s rotary BlU Jordan 
(formerly of tho Bt'ltlsh 
AEEU union) 氀氀PJ⤀䌀nt 
however. more conconwd 
that tho lock of workers' 
rights In h氀渀n wm g\vo tho 
country 氀尀 coml紀伀tlt1vo 
cⴀ挀onomlc edge over Its 

• trocUn℀錀 pm1noc In t he s漀ⴀ
• coUcd 'cl voloplng world'. WI • e Ol hCll' domnl1([s 

ol' our cam 

D g patgn, 01110 of ru which w i l l  rrly Clinton riot 011 C d rot 䤀䤀 V· • Problem 1'11111(1111 ncllon • PllE lO ENT BI LL Cltnton 

䤀䨀y ✀吀oni Dtoodworth 
fur tnstnnc provoked a huge ant i-US 

ho1·otn nsslstod lm1>01·lnllsm prot.e t I n  t ho 
trpot1nont pro- Grook cnpllal, A lhons, last 
椀㨀rnmmcs. • f'rldny. 

Sa昀攀 hous s Tho left-wing prot t 
wil l  k op P㰀✀OPIO 011⠀Ⰰ'氀∀Y at tho US/NATO 
nl lv  but In th bombln椀琀 of Sorhtn and lon爀椀c,r run w Kosovo wn topped fro1U need Jobs C r marching to tho us 
tho young, • ombMsy by riot polJco worklng-cluss Th!s lod lo St root 昀椀ght ing v ict i ms or hero, In ·r•ntrnl At hens In. more hous- • 'l'ho 24-hou stnto vlslt lnA nnd bettor clum lly colncldod w i t h  the qunllty cducn- 1 7 Novomb r anniversary l ion, so l hol when In l 97:3 tudcnt youn p •opto p1·otest wo h ----------------⸀砀 li1cl ttwy hnvo 0 

• ro rut⸀愀lly SOCIALIST PROGRAM for the dru1 problam. l\i t ll t 'I ' 
• Sll氀Ⰰlpr S Cd b the lhrnmilitary di tntor h lp. 
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10------- books 
Socialist book choice 
for Christmas 
SOCIALIST BOOKS are offering 
some bargain books for the 
Ch爀椀stmas/New Year holiday. 
S漀挀ialist reade爀猀 will gain 
impo爀琀ant political ideas and 
information from these su最관
gested titles. These b漀漀ks will 
also make ideal seasonal pr攀관
sents for friends and family 
Just make your selection, 
retu爀渀 the completed order 
form and take advantage of 
our free book offer. Alte爀渀愀관
tively, phone through your 
order to pay by credit card. 

Liverpool:A City That Dared 
to Fight by Peter Taa昀昀e and 
Tony Mulhe爀케. 

Not only a commentary on 
the momentous events in Liv
erpool between 1983-87 which 
sent shock waves across the 
country, this book is also a pen
etrating political analysis of 
the growth and development of 
Marxism in Britain and partic
ularly the role of Militant in 
Liverpool. 

Hardback at paperback 
price, only £6.95. 

Bargain Offer No.1 

뀀케er Bright by Tom Gorman. 
BA. ·ⴀꐀ㨀开R BRlGHl A 戀攀auti-

昀甀lly present-
Jt•H ·\,ORM, • ed large for-

mat 戀漀und 
volume. 
Excellent 
colour illus
琀爀ations and 
history of 
琀爀ade unions 
愀渀d their 
banners 

Only £7 (originally ꌀ㈀0). 
Bargain Offer No.2 

匀礀lvia 倀愀nkhurst: Portrait 
of a Rad椀挀al by Patricia W 
Romero. 

A Su昀昀ragette, pacifist, com
munist, anti-昀愀scist, pan
A昀琀icanist, an acquaintance of 
Lenin, a friend of the radical 
literati and lover of Keir 
Hardie, Sylvia Pankhurst's life 
was intertwin攀搀 with the work
ers and protest movements in 
the 昀椀rst half of this century. 
Publish攀搀 at ꌀ㈀4. 一漀w only 
ꌀ.㔀　. 

Bargain Offer No.3 

TM Rls鸀鈀 of the Women. 
Faalnlst solidari琀礀 and class 
Āl昀鄀1栀攀1917by Meredith 
Tax, £7. 

An e 漀攀llent ㌀挀 pages of his
toric ŐƸes and 瀀漀litical 
Ŏưts. 

Bargain Offer No.4 

Payment Details 

Karl Marx by Francis Wheen, 
"There were only eleven 
mo爀ers at Karl Marx's funer
al on 17 March 1883. 'His name 

and work will endure through 
the ages: �riedrich Engels'pre
dicted in a graveside oration at 
Highgate Cemetery. lt seemed 
an unlikely boast but he was 
right." 

Hardback £15. 
Bargain O昀昀er No 5 

The Rise of Militant by Peter 
Taaffe. 

30 years history of the fore
r甀渀ner of the Socialist Party. 
From its roots , through the 
events in Northern Ireland, the 
1979 'Winter of Discontent' 
trade union struggles, Labour's 
purges of Militant and the Le昀琀. 
the fight of Liverpool city 
council, the 最爀eat miners' 
strike 1984-85 and how the Poll 
Tax was beaten. 

550 瀀愀g攀猀. 䘀甀ll price ꌀ㤀.99. 
Now only £6. 

Bargain Offer No.6 

Questioning the Millennium 
by Stephen J Gould. £6.㤀㤀. 

In this fascinating and very 
readable little book, Stephen J 
Gould, renowned for his su瀀攀rb 
writings on evolutionary biolo
gy, takes us on an historical, 
astronomical, and calendrical 
jo爀ey through a myriad of 
millennial-related issues. 

Gould displays his skill in com
bining scientific analysis, 
philosophical insights and 
wonderful prose.(JH} 

椀鐀 not now, when? by Primo 
Levi 

Based on a true story, this 
novel follows the adventures, 
struggles and dilemmas of a 
band of multi-national Jewish 
partisans during World War 
Two. 

Momentous events are 
expressed with rare artistic hon
esty. The characters are sub
jected to the terrible conditions 
of war and bigotry but are not 
mere victims. The story of a des
perate band of poor Jews resist
µ,g Nazism is sad and terrible, 
and optimistic and fulfilling. 

Primo Levi survived 
Auschwitz death camp to write 
brilliant novels. It is said he 
was close to the ideas of Leon 
Trotsky. The "Old Man", an 
authority on literature, would 
surely have acclaimed this 
book.(NM) 

The 䌀漀1iformist by Alberto 
Moravia, £6.㤀㤀. 

Filmed by Bernado Bertoluc
ci in 1㤀㘀9 this book follows 
Marcello Clerici 昀爀om child
hood to middle age as he bat
tles with his sadistic desires 

⸀堀 --- and his ��• 㴀㴀 longing to 
conform to 
what he 
perceives 

- as normal 
• society. 

Becoming 
an assasrto sin for 

AVIA M猀olini's 
govern-
ment and 
sent to 

Paris on his honeymoon with a 
mission to murder a leading 
Italian s漀挀ialist, Marcello's col
lapse is mirrored by the fall of 
tbe Fascist state.(MM) 

Gi昀琀 Wrapped 
WE 䌀䄀N send your presents direct to your family and friends, 
nicely wrapped and with your message in a card. 
Just send your message with the order and the payment. 

Book Vouchers 
AN IDEAL gift for family and f爀椀ends. our book voucher 
(redeemable only through Socialist Books) will be sent together 
with our 昀甀ll booklist. 
A voucher for £5, £10, £15, £20 or any multiples of £5 will be 
sent in a dassic card with your personal message, just send us 
the details. 

Free Gi昀琀! 
A FREE gift of a book selected by Socialist Books will be sent 
with all orders. 

∀ⴀ add 20% to all orders for postage and packing. 
䀀 rites apply for orders outside the UK. 
5戀d ľư and al orde爀猀 to 匀漀ci⸀椀list Books, PO Box 24697, London E9 5FP. 
C搀먀t card ordeR phone 0208 533 3311 or fax 0208 986 3036. E-mail 
ˤ̓琀.org.uk 

Order Form 
Author 

..................................... 
20漀⼀e P&P 

Total 

-------, Price 1 

• • • Return to: Socialist Books, PO t .......... Tel No. ...... ......... Box 24697, London E9 SFP. I 
----------------------------------J 

26 November 1999 

life, by Georgina Ferry 

WY oo so few • Franco in the 1930s and 
women do science? 戀攀came a 昀漀under member of 
There is a general the le昀琀-wing Association of 

view that the malⴀ준om椀ⴀ Scient昀툀c Workers (later part 
nated stru挀琀ure of science of ASTMS, now MSF). 
excludes women from the She quite consciously used 
'club', but is this the whole the prestige of her No戀攀l 
answer? This biography of Prize as a supporter of nuc\e
the greatest British woman ar disarmament and world 
scientist of the 2　琀h cent甀ⴀ peace and in opposition to 
ry gives some dues. the US war in Vietnam. Very 
. .. . • . . . . .. • . .. . .. . . . . much influenced by the 

Geo昀昀 Jones Quakers, she 昀漀ught to the 
..........••••••••• • • • end of her life for peace, 

Dorothy Crow昀漀ot was against exploitation and for 
born in 1910, the eldest of her idea of a s漀挀ialist society. 
three girls. Her parents were Dorothy Hodgkin was a 
middle class 'rolling stones', socialist egalitarian, loved by 
spending most of their life in all who worked with her. For 
Africa and the Middle East. that reason alone, her biog
Her 昀愀ther was Director of raphy is worth reading. But 
Education in the Sudan for does her life tell us anything 
many years, then director of about science and women? 
the British School of Arche- Obviously, she was a bril
ology in Jerusalem. Her liant scientist. But she also 
mother travelled with him, had a st攀攀ly resolve. For 
leaving the children at home example, she heard that 
with their family. another chemist, Alexander 
⸀ⴀⴀ嬀娀褀�-尀嬀-娀蘀最鐀글섀---销ꄀ-, Todd, known as 

Lord Todd 
Almighty by his 
students, might 
be unveiling the 
structure of B12 
at a conference 
without giving 
proper acknowl
edgement to her 
最爀oup. She 
dropped every
thing to go to 
make sure that 

Dorothy suppo爀琀ing the Vietnamese revolution. he �d not claim 
unfair prece-

Dorothy was interested in dence. Even so, Todd 
chemistry from an early age received a Nobel Prize two 
and went to Somerville Col- years be昀漀re she did. 
lege Oxford, where she dis- She also had two other 最爀eat 
covered her l椀昀e's interest. advantages. Her unconven-

ln the 1930s the science of tional upbringing had given 
molecular biology barely her an am愀稀ing 猀攀氀昀-爀攀liance. 
existed. The structures of Her family extended itself 
simple molecules (like water, elastically to take in adults 
H20) were known, but who could help bring up her 
molecules of substances thr攀攀 children while she was 
important in biology like pro- working and travelling. 
teins or enzymes, contained Also the atmosphere of 
many thousands of atoms Somer昀椀eld College in the 
and their structures were 1930s was s琀爀ongly support
completely unknown. ive of academic women, even 

It was becoming possible to scientists, and her family 
study such molecules using connections gave her a confi
the technique of X-ray crys- dence and an entr攀攀 into aca
tallography - shining a beam demic circles. 
of X-rays at a crystal and pho- This is not to devalue her 
tographing the di昀昀raction worth, but merely to realise 
patterns produced. From that a woman without such a 
these patterns it was possible great ability, without uch a 
in principle to work back to sup瀀漀rtive background and 
the structure of the with a more 昀爀agile self-con
molecules which made up the 昀椀dence could easily fail to 
crystal. reach the same level as a 

The work was fiendishly male scientist with no 
complicated, es瀀攀cially 爀찀ater basic ability. 
before the invention of com
puters, but Dorothy Crowfoot 
Hodgkin (she married in 
1937) became the leader in 
the field, not only because of 
her ability to carry out bril
liant experimental work, but 
also because of her unri
valled ability to 's攀攀' compli
cated three-dimensional 
structures out of masses of 
data. 

In 19㔀㔀 she and her team 
described the structure of the 
vitamin 812, work which 
won her the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1㘀洀. In 1㤀㘀9, 
they worked out the struc
ture of Insulin, a result vital
ly important 昀漀r the treat
ment of diabetes. She 
retired in 1977 but was active 
until her death in 1㤀㤀4. 

She was active politically 
throughout her life. She went 
on demonstrations against 

Dorothy Hodgkin - A Life 
by Georgina Ferry, 

(Granta) £9.99. 
Available from Sociali猀琀 Books. To 

order fill in form on l昀�. 
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Support for 
drivers' stand • Postal workers

fight back 
LON䐀伀N BUS d爀椀ve爀猀 have 
held a se爀椀es of onⴀ준ay s爀�kes 
眀栀ich vi琀ally ensu攀혀 no 
bu攀ꘀ ran in west London. On 
one of 栀� st爀椀ke days just 23 
of 琀栀e no爀洀al 㐀㐀6 buses ran. 
KEITH DICKINSON spoke to 
picke琀猀 at the A挀琀on garage. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••······ 

The strikes by drivers of 
First Centre West buses 昀漀llow 
a rejection of a 4.5% pay o昀昀er. 
The strikers are also protesting 
about the threat to public safe
ty 昀爀om working long hours. 

One Acton driver who can't 
be named because of a gagging 
clause in the drivers' contract 
said that drivers ea爀渀ed an 
average of £170 a w攀攀k a昀琀er 
stoppages. They told The 
漀똀ialist that to reach the £170 
昀漀r a w攀攀k's "normal" work, 
you have to drive the first bus 
out at 4.38am. Drivers are 
昀漀rced to work over椀e and 
rest days to push their pay 
above £2　　. 

If you answer the manage
ment's adverts for new drivers 
they say "you can earn £4　　 per 
week" when new recruits 昀椀nd 
out the truth, they leave. 

No wonder the company are 
about 1　　 drivers short. This 
exposes the gove爀渀ment's pro
瀀漀sal to increase the tax on car 
use. There are not enough 
buses to encourage people to 
leave their cars at home. 

Over 㤀　% of drivers came out 
despite management threats. A 
transport union, TGWU 
spokes瀀攀rson told a local news
paper: "The turnout gives an 
indication of the strength of 
feeling ... when you work 13-day 
fortnights and do excessive 
overtime to keep services run
ning, something has to give." 

The drivers say the travel
ling public are sympathetic to 
their strike despite the huge 
inconvenience and lack of 
advance warning. The next 
strike days are planned 昀漀r a 
and 4 December, which will hit 
the Christmas sales. 

One picket had already been 
sacked by another bus compa
ny for trying to organise, but 
there is anger developing 
across the whole of London. 
Strikes by bus drivers have 
already taken place in east and 
south-east London. 

A steward 昀爀om another bus 

PICKETS AT Acton garage. 

company who 挀愀me to express 
solidarity 猀愀id they were likely 
to 戀攀 joining them in action s漀漀n. 

there will be a feature on 
bus deregulation in London 

in a future issue 

POST AL workers in 
Maidstone, north London, 

• Brld最眀ater and Paisley, 
west Scotland all recently 
took part in uno昀케cial 
walkouts. They were all 
over disciplinary action 
taken against fellow 瀀漀stal 
workers. 

In thr攀攀 of the cases It 
was union reps who were 
either sacked or disciplined. 

• In all cases the union reps 
were trying to de昀攀nd 
workers who were also 
戀攀ing disciplined. 

• Crow rⴀ쨀lected
BOB CROW has been re
elected as assistant general 
secretary of the RMT 
railworkers' union. This 
was against a strong 
challenge from a right• 
wing Blairite candidate. 

• Bob Crow won by 7:137 
vot攀猀 to 6,6795. Crow s 
victory shows that the 
m愀樀ority of union mem戀攀爀猀 
s琀椀ll want a union leade爀猀hip 
that is on the 䰀攀昀琀 and 昀椀ghts 

Skychef workers out for a year 
• for the mem戀攀rs. But the 

r攀挀ent inability of the union 
to stand up to the courts and 

• mount an e昀昀�ve 
campai最渀 against rail and 

• tu戀攀 priva쨀琀椀on has also 
• le昀琀 many railworkers with 
: l椀洀it攀搀 enthusiasm for the 
: current leade爀猀hip. ON 20 November 1998 270 Skychef 

wo椀글e爀猀 at Heathrow were sacked 
昀漀r taking a 2ⴀ鰀our o昀케cial st爀椀ke. 

ơśn猀愀 S氀挀ychef is • 㰀_⸀娀, 椀h 
• 30"⼀㐀 share in world ai爀氀ine cate爀椀ng. 

Paul Ke猀�aw, 吀䜀WU 

䰀愀st Saturday, 5　　 people attended a con
ference and picket, saluting the determi
nation of the predominantly Asian work
force who remain solid one year into the 
dispute. 

S瀀攀akers from Skychef plants in north 
America, Denmark, France, Spain and 
Germany expressed solidarity. 

Bill Morris, leader of the Skychef work
ers' union TGWU, said that it would be 
hypocritical of the gove爀渀ment to go round 
the world claiming to defend human 
rights, as in the Balkans, but 昀愀il to act on 
human rights in the workplace at home. 

Sŉƶ stuff but his limited response 
was to stress the workers' moral case and 

• PCS Groups
Conference
CIVIL SERVICE workers, 

• members of PCS, attended 
: the groups conference in 

Scarborough this week. 
• Since the break-up of the 

national pay bargaining 
system, groups like the 
Bene昀椀ts Agency and the 

• Employment Service have 
negotiated seperately. This 

• has caused a lot of tension 
• at the conference and 
• diverted attention 昀爀om the 

shortcomings of the 
• national union leadership. 

more next week 

call for a boycott of Lufthansa. . 
Steve Brlnkley, bringing a donat10n 

昀爀om Essex FBU, said that 昀椀refighters �ad 
laamed the need to take national action 
to de昀攀nd the right to strike. He called on 
I氀氀e TGWU to put national action on the 
qenda, 

Socialist Party members will actively 
support the boycott campaign. But if the 
trade union movement is to defend these 
workers it will have to raise taking soli
darity action, even where it would mean 
breaking anti-union laws. 

♦ Information from and messages of sup
port to: Allen Gr攀攀n, TGWU, Transport 
House, Uxbridge Road, Hillingdon UBl0 
OLY. 

Tel: 0181 573 9494, Fax: 0181 569 2292. 
email agreen@tgwu.org.uk. 

Fat cats' cream 
• BRITAIN NOW has the 

widest pay gap between 
• chief executives and their 
• workforce in Europe, The 

average pay 昀漀r a top chief 
• executive was £413,300 in 

1997 /1998, 18 times more 
than the average worker. 

deputy general secretary and 
the establishment's candi
date for general 猀攀cretary 
baa welcomed the agreement. 
"It 18 In both our Interests to 
d the business and 
make lt 8 success. The vote 
氀딀 琀툀vour of collective bar
更먀 ĞƔ a clear signal 
ŌŌ previous 䈀rences can 
戀攀Ȧȥ 䤀昀 there Is a will-

and coⴀ漀瀀攀ration on 
�." 

didn't mention that 
paUcy 18 to 愀�e 

ōƱes back 

Bannister wins 56 nominations • With incentives, they get 
26 times more. 

UNISON HEAD o昀昀ice 
have now received 45 
nominations for Roger 

Bannister to stand as UNISON 
general secreta爀礀. 56 nomin愀관
tions have been made in total. 

Apart from the London 
Regional Council, the nomina
tions in London are: Bromley, 
Barking, Lambeth, Camden, 
Greenwich, Haringey, London 
Fire and Civil Defence Author
ity, Islington, Ealing, London 
Housing, Waltham Forest local 
government, Hillingdon, Ham
mersmith, Waltham Forest 
He愀氀th, University College Lon
don Hospitals, Guildhall Uni
versity and London Voluntary 
Organisations. Elsewhere: 
Kent, Medway, O砀昀ord City, 
Southampton Health, 
Southampton district, Ply
mouth, Bristol, Wiltshire 
Health, Don挀愀ster, Wake昀椀eld 

Health, Kirklees, Hull, Leices- • 
ter City, NE Derby, Notting
ham City, Ash昀椀eld local gov-
ernment, Nottingham County, ASBESTOS IMPORTS to Nottingham Health, Leicester 

• the UK are banned 昀爀om 23 Health, East Midlands Gas, • November, but 150,000 Northern Housing, Newcastle, : people are likely to die of University of Central 䰀愀nes, • asbestos diseases by 2025, Carlisle, Manchester Proba- : due to exposure before that tion, Knowsley, Se昀琀on, Liver- • date. Millions of tons of pool City, Bolton, Liverp漀漀l • asbestos still remain in Community College, South : homes, workplaces and Manchester Hospital, Manch- • other buildings. 

Asbestos ban

ester Community Health, : 
Blackb爀 Health, B�ey, • T k t "k t Morecambe, Tameside, Telford Ur ey S rl e a 
and Dudley Health. • Christmas?All Campaign 昀漀r a Fighting • 
Democratic UNISON members • WORKERS AT Be爀渀ard 
are urged to take up workplace Matthew's turkey plants in 
collections. Send to: national : Norfolk and Su昀昀olk are 
campaign organiser Glen balloting 昀漀r action. The 
Kelly, 37 Linale House, Murray • TGWU members are in pay 
Grove, London Nl 7儀⸀H. Tel: • dispute and may strike in 
0171 251 8449. : the run•up to Christmas. 
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CALL CENTRE 
WORKERS 
FIGHT BACK 
THE STRIKE of BT customer the permanent staff stayed away 

se爀瘀ice call centre staff so the call centre was useless. 
against their intolerable "Although the agency staff 

working conditions was the were not balloted, the agency 
first national strike of BT cleri- allowed peopl� Jo cl⤀⸀oose, with
cal workers for almost 13 years. out victimisation, if they wanted 
Workers in Bristol and Leicester to come in or not. 
spoke to 吀栀e Sociali猀琀. "Public �bpport was good and 

"It's like going back to the workers 昀爀om other ca氀氀 centres 
last century in the way workers came to ask for advice. CWU 
are treated. Technology was members who joined six weeks 
supposed to make life easier, ago supported the strike whole
氀⤀儀謀 what it actua氀氀y means is he.�edly. 
:�

>r
n�it�oprrn�· �g∀✀o一琀f�p�e∀∀o⸀Ⰰp �le椀Ⰰ..㐀渀�-ML.ⴀ㬀D�e�c�em�b�er�a�n�d倀✀l℀䈀O�J�an뤁㸀u�ar�y�as�ur�- 戀錀 

"We are timed when we go to ther strike days. The union 
the loo. We have to key in a code sho甀氀d campaign for the next 
whenever we leave the desk. If strike, with no cance氀픀ng it 
you are away 昀爀om your desk 昀漀r unless the union demands are 
more than a ce爀琀ain percentage met in fu氀氀. 
of the time you are 'spoken to' by "We should spread the strike 
a manager. If it continues you to telemarketing call centres and 
are threatened with the 'poor ba氀氀ot the agency workers as 
performance' procedure. we氀氀. 

"I've ℀洀own people sit there "The CWU should organise a 
cross-legged because they are one-day conference to build a 
worried about leaving the椀爀 campaign, backed with industri
desk, they just have their eyes on al action, to improve working 
the board that says how many conditions 昀漀r a氀氀 ca氀氀 centre 
ca氀氀s are coming in. workers in telecoms." 

"The 'poor performance proce- BILL - STEPHENS, 
d甀爀e' is to short-cut the proper B爀椀stol 
discip氀椀nary p爀㨀ocedures, it is a 
昀愀st track out· of the company. • 
Discip椀�ary proc攀搀ures are 
much easier to defend and the : 
union is c氀촀ed in at an earlier 
stage. 

"We are not genera氀氀y a m椀氀i
tant bunch, we are not wildcat 
strikers. We have tried to resolve 
it but BT just don't seem 椀渀ter
ested, we have been left with no • alte渀팀tive but to take action." 

䴀䔀刀䔀DI吀䠀 CL谀縀 assis- • 
tant secretary C圀唀, Leics and 
Nor픀혀ts Cle爀椀cal Branch 

"The depth of feel椀渀g and • 
determination 昀漀r the strike to 
succeed in Bristol was shown by • 
only the managers ing up 昀漀r 
work, with 昀椀ve agency sta昀昀. A氀氀 • 

We are not 
genera氀⼀ya 

militant bunch, 
眀攀 are not

wildcat strike爀猀. 
We have tried to
resolve it but BT 
just don't seem 

interested, we 
have been le昀琀 

with no
alte爀渀ative but to

take action. 

Subs찀椀ns 

ELVIS SHOWS his suppo爀琀 on the Wood Green picket line. 

* No partnerships, Independent union action to 
defend Jobs and conditions. * End the use of agency labour. All workers to 
ĺŊfuU employee status, with a decent minimum 

• an搀∀ⴀ挀ondffi9 ⸀尀. 
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: * Implement the trade 
• unions' demand for a £5 an : hour minimum wage as a 
: step towards a £7 an hour or 
: £280 a week minimum 
• income (based on the 
: European Union decency 
: threshold), with no 
: exemptions. 
: * Reject Welfare to Work. 
: For the right to decent 
• benefits, training or a job for 
: all without compulsion. 
: Policies for full employment 
: including: 
: - a 35-hour week without 
: loss of pay. 
: - a massive public spending • increase for health, housing, • : education, childcare, leisure 
: and community facilities. 
: * Employment protection 
: rights for all from day one of 
: employment. 
: * Scrapping the anti-union 
• laws. Trade unions to be : democratically controlled by 
: members. Full-time union 
: o昀昀icials should be regularly 

� : elected and receive the wage 
o • of the average worker. 0 • 
㸀ⴀ • * Free, high quality 
o : education for all∀昀rom 
.. : nursery to university; with a 
� : living grant. 

: * Rebuild the National 
: Health Se爀瘀ice, free at the 
• point of use and under 
: democratic control. 

• ecent ousrng, 
: affordable rents. 
: * Investment in a cheap, 
: accessible, integrated and 
• environmentally friendly, 
: publicly owned transport 
: system. 
: * For the right to asylum. 
: The scrapping of the Asylum 
: Act and of all racist laws. 
: * An end to police 
: harassment. For the abolition 
• of the Criminal Justice Act. 
: * An end to discrimination 
: and prejudice on the grounds 
• of race, gender, sexuality and 
: disability. 
: * For solidarity of the 
: European working class. No 
: to Maastricht, oppose the 
• bosses' European Union. For 
: a socialist Europe. 
: * Take into public 
: ownership the top 150 big 
: companies, banks, building 
: societies and privatised 
• utilities that dominate the 
: economy under democratic 
: working㰀最lass control and 
• management. Compensation • 
: to be paid on the basis of 
: proven need . 
: *Campaigning to form a 
: new mass party 漀昀 the 
: working class. 
: * An end to the rule of 
: profit, for a socialist society 
: to meet the needs of all. 

✀⸀ � Struggle 
1 � Solidarity . 
• Socialism
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