E NATIONAL Union of
Students (NUS) have
called their first national

demonstration for years bring-
ing th Aot ”

from across Britain to London
~ to protest against tuition fees
~ and the abolition of the grant.
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T T T
It shows the pressure that the
New Labour leadership of NUS
‘have been put under as the
movement against fees, especial-
‘ly for mass non-payment, gath-
s momentum. They need to be
1 to be doing something.
‘The demonstration should
e confidence to the students
hing that tuition fees and
bolition of the grant are

~ Pakes, the Blairite

ent. unfortunately.
providing any
t victory

st Party and Save
members will.
‘demonstration, it
we go back to the
jes and colleges and

: payment of fees
dent who opposes
, of free education
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should pledge not to pay their
fees.

Every student who does not
have to pay should pledge soli-
darity and take part in demon-
strations and occupations to
defend non-payers from sanc-
tions by university authorities.

Mass non-payment, backed by
such action, will make tuition
fees unworkable and can force
the government to scrap them
while building a movement
capable of winning back the
grant.

The recent four-day occupa-
tion of the administration block
by Oxford students after man-
agement stopped * non-payers
from sitting exams, shows that
students are willing to take on
the authorities.

There are 300 students at
Oxford refusing to pay fees and
despite the brutal eviction of
students from the administra-
tion building. they have vowed
to continue to build mass non-
payment of fees.

Join Save Free Education
today to help build a movement
based on mass non-payment and
mass action at your college

see feature pages 6&7;
Swedish students take
action, page 3

s
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news

Labour’s uneasy
compromise

ABOUR ARE finally allow-
I ing Ken Livingstone onto
e shortlist for Labour’s
candidate for mayor.
Jim Horton

The party's officialdom, fear-
ing a possible damaging split in
London’s Labour Party, with
the possibility of Livingstone
standing as an independent,
was forced to give way.

Frank Dobson, not wanting
to be seen as a non-credible
candidate selected by default,
threatened to resign if Living-
stone wasn't shortlisted.

After last Tuesday’s fiasco
both sides agreed a form of
wording to allow Livingstone
onto the ballot. Both Millbank
and Livingstone compromised.

The selection panel backed
down from forcing Livingstone
to agree to Prescott’s plans for
London’s underground, he can
now campaign against this dur-
ing the selection process. But
Livingstone made a categorical
pledge to stand by whatever
manifesto is drawn up, includ-
ing a Blairite manifesto com-
mitted to tube privatisation.

Within hours of this selec-
tion, Blair launched a vitriolic
attack on Livingstone. Dobson
is the Blairite choice.

The outcome will be very
close. Dobson already has half

Livingstone must now choose whether he capitulates
to Blair or galvanises his support for an independent

the votes he needs to win; he
has overwhelming support
amongst MPs, MEPs and
Greater London Assembly
{GLA ) candidates.

Livingstone is well ahead in
the trade union section of the
electoral college, but needs at
least 70% of London Labour
Party members to stand a
chance of winning.

Voting has been delayed
until February to give Dob-
son’s supporters time for a
demolition job on Livingstone.
This also gives Livingstone lit-
tle time to mount an indepen-
dent campaign if he loses the
selection ballot.

There are few policy differ-
ences, aside from financing
the tube, between the candi-
dates. Blair wants this bitterly
fought campaign to focus on
Livingstone’s record as GLC
leader.

Incredibly  Blair claims
Labour remained out of office
for 18 yearsbecause the left con-
trolled the Labour Party. In fact
Labour lost the 1979 general
election because of the right’s
attacks against the low-paid.

Over 70% opposed the Tories’
undemocratic abolition of the
GLC. Livingstone’s mistake
was not to mount a mass cam-
paign in defence of the GLC
and its fares fair policy.

Blair fears that Livingstone

working-class alternative to Blairism.

Archer misses the Private road to failure

bullseye

a8 NY HOLE you can

dig, we can dig

eeper” should be

the Tory theme song after

Lord Archer withdrew from

the race to be London’s
mayor.

It followed News of the World

allegations that Archer had

persuaded a friend to give him

“an alibi in a libel case involv-

ng a prostitute.
Archer scandals are ten a

party bigwigs like Thatcher so

of probity and integrity”.
tegrity? Archer may be a
d‘sy novelist, but he's a
dy good liar. He has lied to

up his tracks after the
tions of sex with a pros-
and about his Oxford

JEFFREY ARCHER

shares in Anglia TV where his
wife was a director but escaped
punishment for insider dealing.

Any support which Archer
got out of Labour's problems
has evaporated. He faces pos-
sible criminal charges. The
party leadership could expel
him, fearing that they could
drown in a lake of sleaze.

No wonder voters are cynical
about the mainstream political
parties.

Party.

.
s# I'd like to join!
the Socialist

will become a focus of opposi-
tion to the government. Yet
Livingstone, like Blair, sup-
ports the capitalist market.

Even on the tubes, Dobson
and Livingstone both want

private finance but differ _Z

on where it should come
from: companies bidding,
including Railtrack, for a
tube system split into
three companies or the
issuing of bonds.
Both candidates
would stand on a
manifesto  commit-
ted to privatisation.

The race for Lon-
don’s mayor has
degenerated into farce

the interests of
working people
barely feature.

But Livingstone
has generated huge

N
N

support amongst =
Londoners - he's Z—
perceived to

oppose Blair’s hated
policies, particularly
on tube privatisa-
tion.

Livingstone must
now choose whether
he capitulates to
Blair or galvanises
his support for an
independent work-
ing-class alterna-
tive to Blairism.

posals in the Queen’s
speech to tackle Britain’s
transport crisis don’t begin to
get to gnps with the problem.

; THE GOVERNMENT'S pro-

New Labour propose tighter

regulations and more safety con--

trols for the railways, but the
government could have rena-
tionalised the railways with
overwhelming public support
after the Paddington disaster.

New Labour supports free-
market capitalism, however.
But if you rely on capitalism,
what happens when there's a
conflict between spending
money on safety and public ser-
vice and maximising dividend
payments for private rail
investors?

Serious problems face the
roads. Too many car journeys
are made and this will increase
for years to come if nothing is
done.

The government say councils
should decide locally whether
to bring in workplace parking
charges or toll charges into

#

town centres.

Charging is a crude method.
The poorest car owners - par-
ticularly low-paid workers
who drives to work - will be hit
hardest by these measures.

Alternatively, reforms such
as reintroducing bus conduc-
tors would make public trans-
port more useful for disabled
people and parents of young
children. It would also speed up
traffic and reduce congestion.

A London opinion poll
reported last week that most
women are so concerned about
their safety when travelling
late at night that they have
either cancelled plans to go out
or bought a car.

Public transport should be
made safer and more welcom-
ing by putting guards on
trains, increasing station staff
and running more frequent ser-
vices outside rush-hour.

But will Labour’s favoured
private-owned operators imple-
ment these changes? Not if it
means less profits for them.
And how do you force a com-
pany to invest money if yov
don’t control it?

Rail bosses
police

themselves

Y/ OU REALISE Great
Western pay a sub-
stantial part

towards the British Transport

Police budget, don‘t you?,”

First Great Western rail com-

pany’s solicitor told Transport

Police inquiring into their sig-

nalling system’s safety.

The company, fined £1.5 mil-
lion over the 1997 Southall rail
crash, plans to withhold doct-
ments and “nobble” the inves-
tigation into rail crashes.

Railtrack and the train oper-
ating companies control tbe
British Transport Police bud-
get! They pay officers’ salaries,
sit on the police committee,
pick the chief constable and top
policemen and decide their
‘priorities’.

Obviously collecting informa-
tion on crashes which could hurt
their profits isn’t a priority.
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Swedish school
students protest

saved.”

N 22 November, the
city of Ume4, in north-
Some students held a “sit-

ern Sweden had one of

its biggest demonstrations
ever when 1,500 school stu-

dents protested against ) 504) threw eggs. A Social
school cuts. Democratic paper used that to
BREssssseiessniaaen give the ridiculous impression
lng(rdEriksson. that the “protest got out of

Soclalist Justice Party, hand”.
Sweden This demonstration was a

Teachers at one school start-
ed the protests with a wildcat
strike, and a wave of school
strikes followed against the
Social Democrat/ Left Party
(ex-Stalinist) council.

School students were partic-
ularly upset at plans to abolish
school nurses and welfare offi-
cers and to charge for lunches.

More cuts are expected.
When a Left Party councillor
blamed the cuts on officials, a
student replied: “It is politi-

marvellous show of strength.
The Socialist Justice Party
(Swedish section of the CWI)
distributed leaflets calling for a
one-day strike, where students,
teachers and other council
employees can participate.

We recruited 15 new mem-
bers to Elevkampanjen
(Swedish section of Youth
Against Racism in Europe).

We're now preparing for a
new demonstration on 29
November when the council
decide about the budget. ¥

§ s
l BENEFIT CUTS

WinVisible - vomun wat veotie g

: New attack on 5|ck

4
- d disabled
an Isapie
EOPLE ON statutory involved?
sickness leave could And most importantly
soon e to prove would a “job retention offi-
that they’re unfit to work cer” have any positive role in

after six weeks instead of
six months, if the govern-
brings in new rules.

~ ministers  want
S or hosplta]

s

rehabilitating sick and dis-
abled people who want to
return to work? And what
about sick and disabled peo-
ple who don't feel up to the
demands of a job?

Disability activists suspect
these changes are merely
meant to cut benefit costs
and to increase their harass-
ment.

No wonder government
ministers are fretting. The
backbench rebellion against
this measure could be bigger
than that against the Welfare
Reform Act.

Steve said. “1 didn’t know what
they were talking about. It
‘turns out to be the J18 demon-
stration this summer.

wasn'’t on that protest but
t my knees buckle when
ey produced this photo of
someone who looked quite like

“They told me to pull back
my hair and looked at my
_clothes to see if I had anything
resembling the clothes in the
photograph They had a file of
hundreds of shots.

ey said ‘is this you?' I
you can see it's not me.
asked me about my polit-

cians who say money must be

down strike” inside the council
building. A few students (out of

ON THE protest in Umea.

University College Cork

Irish socialists
suspended

University College of
Cork, (UCC) Ireland, has
banned the Socialist Party
together with the Socialist
Society, Socialist Workers
Party and Sinn Fein.
These organisations
suspended until

TME SOCIETIES Guild at the

were

organisations normally occurs
under military and fascist dic-
tatorships.

“Our democratic right to
organise and protest has been
removed. We will not accept
this lying down.

“The Societies Guild and the

UCC Philoso-

October 2002 phy Society
DR "t | They suppartiSSR TR, el
ac%ion to stop free fpeeCh for a the fascist
g\sci%t his;or}an dfasc:;t but theyh ll));wisda - rllgwsg
avid  Irving leny free speec I
presing s the | “and che right to 124 e 1o
Society. POIiﬁca”_Y “Clearly :
Socialist organise to these' organisg-
par TO MM socialists and | Uons’ commit
said:  “Irving other anti- speech is a
has direct links fascists.” sham.  They
with violent fas- support  free

cist groups in

Britain and Germany... [who]
have murdered and burned out
immigrants, refugees and eth-
nic minorities.

“It was absolutely correct for
student groups to stop this fas-
cist having a platform.”

Stephen  Boyd, Socialist
Party National Committee,
said: “We condemn the suspen-
sion of our society and others
in UCC.

“The banning of political

1arass Socialist

ical affiliations. They repeated-
ly said ‘you're coming back
with us to London’.

“Eventually they said they
were going, they ‘de-arrested’
me because I didn't look suffi-
ciently like the photo. But they
still said if we hear your name
again we’'ll arrest you.

*Is this a big police operation
designed to frighten the left?
I'm making a formal protest
about the police's behaviour.”

®Has anybody else suffered
this treatment from the
police? If so, contact us and
let us know.

speech for a
they deny free

fascist but
speech and the right to politi-
cally organise to socialists and
other anti-fascists.

“The Socialist Party will
appeal against our suspension
and we'll launch a national and

international campaign to
force UCC Societies Guild to
lift this suspension.”

®Send protests to: Socialist
Party, PO Box 3434, Dublin 8.

activist

“They told me to
pull back my hair
and looked at my
clothes to see if |

had anything
resembling the
clothes in the
photograph.

They had a file of

hundreds of
shots.”
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The fat of the
land

HUGE PERKS paid on top
of salaries have forced fat-
cats’ pay up to 94 times the
average workers’ wage.
The TUC's submission to
the government inquiry on
top executive pay exposed
British bosses’ colossal
wages and perks deals.

Bonuses have forced up
average pay for the top 5%
of chief executives to
£2,108,420 a year - that’s 94
times the average.

TUC general secretary
John Monks said that such
wide differentials send out
“a negative signal to staff,
resonant of them-and-us
thinking.”

Well, capitalism’s a them-
and-us society, isn’t it, Mr
Monks? Most trade
unionists want the TUC to
support them in struggles,
to fight for the end of anti-
union laws, and fight for a
decent minimum wage.

That would help us build
a socialist society which
would, amongst other
things, put the fat cats on a
crash diet.

Lore of

averages

“AVERAGE EARNINGS”
were £20,861 a year in
1999. Pay researchers
Incomes Data Services say
that figure hides more
information than it reveals.

Two-thirds of all full-time
employees earn less than
this average, which is
pulled upwards by a few
top earners.

MPs are amongst the top
one-tenth of earners. Their
basic salary is just over
£47,000 a year - £902 a
week before tax. They take
home more money than
96% of their constituents.

Members of the House of
Lords are also likely to
receive a package of pay
and perks amounting to
£45,000 a year.

New Labour’s national
minimum wage of £3.60 an
hour for over-21s, would
correspond to £144 for a 40-
hour week, less than one-
sixth of an MP’s earnings.

Airheads

LABOUR WILL go ahead
with privatising the
National Air Traffic
Services (NATS), the
Queen’s speech threatened.

The government is
ignoring opposition from
air traffic controllers and
the pilots union Balpa, who
fear a worsening of airline
safety standards.

Several unions, including
civil service unions IPMS
and PCS, threatened
industrial action to keep
the skies safe if Labour’s
mad sell-off went through.

BIDOS 943
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ILL CLINTON inadver
Btently described the

WTO summit quite accu-
rately recently. Referring to
the thousands of protesters
descending on Seattle, he
said: “These folks feel like
they’'ve been shut out. They
think the WTO is some rich
guys’ club where people get
in and talk in funny languages
and use words nobody under
stands, make a bunch of rules
that help the people that
already have and stick it to
the people that have not.”

The World Trade Organisa-
tion is indeed a “rich guys’
club® that major capitalist
countries use to break down
any barriers to trade which get
in the way of their profits. So
when Europe refused to allow
hormone treated beef to be
imported from the United
States. the WTO ruled against
Europe. The labelling of GM
foods may soon be ‘illegal’ as
that too hinders trade.

It is supposed to be an impar-
tial body designed to settle
trade disputes but fundamen-
tally rich countries influence
and control it. The US will be
taking along more - trade
lawyers to Seattle than all the
specialist lawyers in Botswana.

For every official delegate to
the trade talks in Seattle there
will be five protesters repre-
senting 1,100 organisations
from 87 countries. They believe
that the WTO is one of the
world's most powerful organi-
sations acting against the
interests of consumers, the
environment and poorer coun-
tries.

Protesters, including envi-
ronmentalists and trade union-
ists have been’ training in
camps in the hills of Washing-
ton State and aim to stop the
WTO talks taking place. Simul-
taneous protests will also be

Capitalist
‘culture
clash’

E ATTEMPTED hostile
takeover bid of German
communications compa-

ny y
has exposed the tensions

isting b the capital
ist powers in the runup to
the WTO summit.

Bitter exchanges took place
between German Chancellor
Schréder and Tony Blair at the
Florence summit of six so-
called centre-left leaders. Iron-
ically the summit had been
convened to hammer out a col-
lective approach to implement-
ing a Third Way strategy.

But in an acrimonious pre-
lude to the Seattle summit
there was more disagreement
than agreement. In particular,
French leader Lionel Jospin
and  German Chancellor
Schroder talked of a culture
clash between Anglo-American
capitalism and the consensual

‘European model.

lism's brutality.

editorial/comment

Sleepless over

THE WORLD Trade Organisation (WTO) meets in
Seattle next week. But as JANE JAMES argues it
is still not clear whether the talks will get off the
ground. Even if they do, world leaders will face a

barrage of protest at capita

THE LEADERS of world

taking place throughout Euro-
pean cities including London
on 30 November.

These protests signify dis-
trust of. and in many cases
opposition to. capitalism as the
J18 carnival against capitalism
in London last June showed.

Trade disputes

AS YET no froper agenda has
been agreed because there is
little ground for agreement on
the most contentious issues.
Friction between the major
players has been reflected in
recent trade disputes; for exam-
ple Europe will not allow cer-
tain American aircraft across
its airspace as they are too
noisy. Is this due to sensitivity
for those living near airports
or protection of Europe’s Rolls
Royce engines from those of

will meet in Seattle.
Boeing. which they claim cause
the problem?

The US wants to liberalise
agriculturaltrade, endingtariffs
and subsidies on farm goods,
while Europe and Japan still
grant large subsidies to farming.

Health and education ser-
vices which are still state
owned in Europe could also be
bought up by private foreign
companies as the WTO could
get the power to overide
national regulations.

When emerging markets col-
lapsed last year, leading to a
glut of cheap goods, the US
soaked up a lot of excess pro-
duction in the form of imports.

The shipments of hot rolled
steel sheet from China, Tai-
wan, India and Indonesia grew
from 25,000 tonnes in the first
six months of 1998 to 50,000 in
the first half of 1999. This has

FRENCH WORKERS find their bosses lack “consensus'.

German government, busi-
ness and union leaders oppose
the Vodafone bid because they
say that such hostile bids do
not occur in Germany, where
they go against the German
consensus tradition.

Many German workers, and
French workers too, will have
found this ‘consensus’ lacking
in recent years as government
and bosses have attempted
swingeing cuts in workers’
jobs, rights and conditions.
Also German companies have

taken over companies in other
countries and carried out bru-
tal cuts and redundancies.

This wrangle between
thieves shows how little soli-
darity exists between the capi-
talist classes when their own
national interests are threat-
ened.

It also shows that workers in
Britain, Germany or any other
country can have no confi-
dence in these political leaders
and bosses to take decisions
which are in our interests.
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fuelled the protectionist lobby
in America, especially within
Congress.

During the cold war, the US
was forced to play the role of
counterweight to the USSR see-
ing the need to glue together
the capitalist counties. Now,
despite attempting to play the
role of world policeman, they
see no threat to capitalism and
certain elements in the US are
saying: “Let's look after our-
selves and to hell with the rest
of the world”. Such a mood is
bound to grow with recession.

Capitalist interests

FREE TRADE is still the dom-
inant policy of the WTO and
world capitalism today. But an
economic downturn will see
the big powers more deter-
mined to protect their own

national economic interests.

As socialists we do not favour
one trade policy or another,
protectionism or free trade, but
see them as different policies to

suit capitalism’'s needs in dif-
ferent situations.

National capitalist classes
will generally adopt whatever
policies they need to sell their
goods in as many countries as
possible, while protecting their
own domestic market.

But now opposition is growing
against the methods of capital-
ism and to capitalism itself. As
government and business lead-
ers come together in Seattle to
protect their profits, we must
work with socialists world-wide
to struggle for a socialist world
where goods are produced under
democratic working-class con-
trol and management for peo
ple’s needs not capitalist greed.

Beef blow-ups

HE RECENT
between  Britain

the French

BSE scare,

Keith Pattenden

But governments in both
countries are defending their
own capitalist agricultural
interests. So despite them
being allies in the same trading
bloc, the economic rivalry
between these two capitalist
powers rapidly rose above the
surface.

Currently, the ruling class
cannot  openly introduce
import controls so they search
for pretexts to defend their
trading positions in certain key
sectors.

But in a future worldwide
recession we will see more
overt measures taken. The pre-
sent Anglo-French dispute will
probably blow over before long
as a full trade war would not
be in either party’s interests at
this stage.

‘Beef war’
and
France blew up because
government
refused to lift its ban on
British beef imports after the

However, the disgusting dis-
play of virulent nationalism in
the press shows what could
happen in the future, unless
the working class intervenes to
avert it.

The Independent commented
that “the campaign of propa-
ganda and vilification... has
been reminiscent of the pre-
lude to a real war, not a trade
war”. But historically, trade
wars have been a natural pre-
cursor to ‘real’ wars.

In fact trade - competition for
markets and therefore profits -
is what most wars are all about
under capitalism.

There is no immediate
prospect of direct warfare
between the advanced indus-
trial nations. but proxy wars -
for example between their for-
mer colonies - is possible.

The conscious action of the
international working class
can prevent this.

Don'’t be misled by the jingo-
istic ravings of the capitalist
media. workers should join the
fight for a harmonious social-
ist system of production and
distribution.
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Parents protest at
special needs cuts

IFTY PARENTS of studerts
with spedial needs protest-
ed outside Gloucestershire
county council as Labour and

Liberal councillors voted for

the probable closure of four
special needs schools and pos-
sible closure of 17 others.
Chris Moore, Stroud

Special needs teachers are
likely to face redundancy
rather than transfers as they
are employed by individual
schools.

The plan is to integrate spe-
cial needs students into main-
stream education but parents
believe it is based more on cost-
cutting than students’ interests.

“At present our children
have access to trained special
needs teachers all day, every
day”, said Graham Barton,
chair of the Gloucestershire
Special Needs Protection
League. “These proposals
would mean access for one
hour a day, with one special
needs teacher and two support
workers for 20 children.”

At present around 15,000 of
16,000 special needs students in
Gloucestershire are integrated
into mainstream education.

But students affected by these
plans have more severe needs,

Al

\l‘

PARSONS

(Brian’s brother - left) and Annette Parsons (Bri-
) pmtest outside the Court of Appeal.

including autism, and many of
their attempts at integration
have proved unsuccessful in
the past.

“My daughter had 24-hour
support but couldn’t cope
because she was expected to
keep up with the curriculum’,
explained parent Rose Ellway.
“Since she’s been at Dean Hall
(special school) she's been
happy and more confident.”

Within the mainstream, Sue
Walters found her daughter
being bullied and Christine
McCann said her son felt “frus-
trated and left out because he
couldn’t keep up with the oth-
ers.” These are typical of par-
ents’ experiences.

Integrating vulnerable people
into mainstream society is not
a simple process. If carried out
on the basis of cost-cutting it
can leave many people feeling
more isolated and stigmatised,
as with Thatcher's policy of
community care for those with
a mental illness or disability.

With Labour's attacks on
education, with performance-
related pay, education action
zones as a method of privatisa-
tion and the introduction of
tuition fees and abolition of the
grant, it is no surprise these

parents have no faith in
Labour promises.

Photo: Chris Moore

claimants must find a place-
ment within a set time or lose
benefit).

James was then diagnosed as
diabetic and felt he couldn’t
continue the course as the ill-
ness was affecting his concen-
tration.

But the Employment Service
wouldn’t move him and said
his only option was to make a
fresh claim for Job Seekers’
Allowance or sign off and go on
the sick for 13 weeks - then he
wouldn’t have to do a New Deal

~ option for two years as he is

over 25. Unfortunately, his GP
uldn’t agree to this.

news

“HELP NOT HURDLES" - parents protest at special needs cuts.

Brian Parsons - fighting for

ONGLY CONVICTED
W:f murder in Devon,
1988, Brian Parsons

has had the decision on his
appeal deferred. As his broth-
er Philip says: “This case has
destroyed any faith the fami-
ly had in justice in this coun-
try. Too much is stacked to
protect the system.”
Chris Moore, Action Against
Injustice

After a burglary and murder
took place near Colyton, Devon
in 1987, police appealed for wit-
nesses. At the time police claim
the murder took place Brian
was nearly forced off the road
by a van. He gave this infor-
mation to the police and was
soon turned from Wwitness to
suspect.

A pair of gloves and a ham-
mer were linked to the murder.
Meanwhile, police towed Bri-
an'’s van away after it had been
crashed and later called to his
workplace taking away an old
coat of his.

Fibres from the gloves were

Two months later, James had
his benefit suspended for two
weeks. He decided it was time
to make a stand.

He contacted fellow Socialist
Party member and ‘New Deal-
er’ Andy and they agreed to go
on strike. James refused to job
seek and attend New Deal
interviews while Andy refused
to attend his course in solidar-
ity for the two weeks of James’
suspension.

They picketed the Shire-
brook JobCentre, petitioning
against the New Deal and sell-
ing The Socialist. In just one
hour they collected over 20 sig-

subsequently found in Brian’s
van and coat but only after the
gloves had been mysteriously
moved from their original box
in the forensic team’s care to
another box. Normally such
events would be logged but this
was not.

Campaigners believe that
these fibres were planted by
the police. This appears to be
backed by forensic evidence.

Investigations by journalists
after Brian's conviction,
revealed the police knew of 29
similar burglaries in the area
over four years.

There was a pattern. The vic-
tim would be an isolated elder-
ly woman, the electricity and
phone were cut and vomit or
faeces were found.

The police denied vomit had
been found, yet it was later
revealed they had video evi-
dence of it. Brian had no pre-
vious convictions, yet two pro-
fessional burglars had been
arrested, who fitted this evi-
dence - one hated old women
and had a habit of vomiting. A
friend claims they talked to

protest at

natures, sold three Socialists
and found two new potential
Party members.

They met with success inside
the JobCentre too, as the staff
agreed to turn a blind eye to
James' refusal to job seek.
They even rearranged his New
Deal interviews so that he
wouldn’t have to ‘scab’ during
his suspension.

Editors note:

Photo: Chris Moore.

- t -
him of a murder. They had a
regular accomplice also called
Brian Parsons.

Forensic evidence, including
body temperature, also indi-
cates that the time of death was
later than stated, when Brian
has an alibi.

This case like, so many oth-
ers, shows the determination of
family and campaigners to
fight for justice. The police and
courts cannot be trusted. Both
need to be made accountable to
the community and come
under their democratic control.

Judges should also face elec-
tion and juries should be
involved in appeals, with all
evidence available for presen-
tation not just so-called ‘fresh’
evidence.

#If you want to help fight cor-
ruption, brutality and racism
in the Criminal Justice System
contact: Action Against Injus-
tice, PO Box 858, London E9
SHU.

suspension

The staff went on to explain
some of the problems they were
having with the Employment
Service and agreed that one
day they could also be in the
same situation as James.

Andy also got an interview
moved from his current place-
ment to one which pays more
than just benefits. So all in all
it was very productive action.

Have you had any bad experiences on New Deal? What

| do you think about James and Andy’s protest action? |

Write or phone and tell us - see page 2 for details.
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Fees deny access
to educaton

“THE LATEST evidence
suggests that the changes
in student funding are
discourageng precisely the
people Labour mast wants
10 se€ at university ~ adults,
the poor and non-whites —
from entering higher
educatron.”

The Ecanomist, 30 October 1999

EW LASOUR'S clairms that
they went to widen
scess to Higher Educa:

repora.

The latest figures published by
UCAS (the university applica
tions house) show that
there was a drop of more than
11% in the number of over-2is
who applied for degree courses
in 1997-98 The number applying
for HNDs also fell.

The number of students from
the ‘bottom’  social
(skilled manual, skilled non
manual, partly skilled and
unskilled) who applied to do
degrees or 1{NDs also fell, Appli
cations from students from ‘pro
fessiomal’ famllles fell too.
though by asmaller margin. sug
#esting that the abolition of free
education affects the middle
Classes a8 well

Black studwnts were also dis-
proportionately affected, with a
larger drop in applications than
from white students

A report for the Committee of
Vice-Chancellors recently said
that the lack of fnancial support

available to students “seems seri
ously to threaten acoses” for

adults, students from ethnic
minorities and those from poor-
er backgrounds

The Cuble committee, set up
under pressure from free educa-
tion campaigners to Investigate
higher education funding in
Scotland, agrees It also points
out what most students have
known for years part-time
working  during  university
harms students' academic per-
formance This gives students
from poorer backgrounds a dou
ble disadvantage

Official statistics about uni-
versity admissions In 199796
show that a huge class divide
still exists In higher education
Students entering the old uni
versities are more than twice as
likely to come from middle- or
upper- class amilies than those
entering the ex-polytechnics.

TOP TEN universities with
| the lowest proportion of

students from upper- and

‘professional’ class

backgrounds:

g- \ancathee (30%, with 11%

Thames Valiey Eamt London

TOP TEN with the highest
of upper- and

Oxtorg "™
Co (»:' #rom working.

AST YEAR £15 million went

unpaid in tuition fees. This

ear the figure could be
even higher as even more stu
dents find themselves unable
to pay up to £1,025 in fees.

9 .;kr-n Roberts

The new system of 1 1ns test
ing the loans, the delays in pay-
ing the loans and second year
students’ debts will all make it
harder for students to pay this
year's feea

But there I8 another reason
why non-payment will reach far
higher proportlons this year
that I8 the spread of organised
non payment in principled oppo-
sition to and deflance of the gov-
ernment’s attack on students.

Save Free Education (SFE) are
building a campaign for mass
non-payment of fees, which we
believe can embrace hundreds of
thousands of students

We are campaigning to make
sure that refusal to pay the fees
develops on a scale that will
make them unworkable If
enough students withold their
fees the government would
forced to back down and scrap
the fees, even reinstate the grant.

A decade ago the poll tax was
defeated through a campaign of
mass non-payment embracing 18
million non-payers. The fees can
be defeated in the same way

‘Pay no fees’

BORROWING A slogan from the
anti-poll-tax movement, students
should unite under the banner
'Pay no Fees'". We have to ensure
that across every campus in
Britain students know that if
they oppose fees then they
should refuse to pay them.

If hundreds of students at
every university refuse to pay,
on principle and in solidarity
with those who cannot afford to
pay. then no university authori
ty will be able to deny any stu-
dent the right to a free education.

A university may feel it can
kick out a handful of students

‘
W

>

ANGRY AND FIGHTING BACK - one of fast year's demonstrations against tuition fees.

but they will not be able to
exclude hundreds. If a univers|.
ty authority tries to enforce sanc-
tions against a student for not
paying then we must organise
mass action, demonstrations,
occupations and walk-outs tg
defend them.

Last year, students at four uni
versltles organised occupations,
which successfully stopped uni
versity ~ management  from
excluding students who had not
paid their foes

SFE believe that it 18 not the
universities' job to deny us an
education because we do not

have enough money to pay. The
vice-chancellors should cam-
palgn alongside students for
more money from the govern-
ment so that all students can
enjoy a decent and free education
and so that staff can work in
good conditions with decent pay.
The strength of opposition
against them is already putting
thefutureof tuiton fees onthe line
in Scotland. There Is a real possi-
bility that the Scottish parllament
will vote fees out of cxistence
8pring 2000 if this happens, then
1 must only be a matter of time
before fees will be finally put to

rest in the whole of Britain.

But students cannot rely on
politicians in any of the main
parties, be it in Holyrood or
Westminster, to scrap fees, let
alone restore the grant and gen
ulne free education. Even the
Liberal Democrats, who say they
oppose fees, reneged on this com
mitment when it came to form-
ing the ruling coalition in the
Scottish Parliament. They have
since come under pressure to
rethink this position.

e best chance of forcing the
government 1o scrap fees is to
build mass non-payment

ork, work but no time to study

“LABOUR'S JUST widening inequality. The only way | can afford to study is fo work part-

fime foo.1 get absolately exhausted. I've had a headache for the last thres days. My

studies should be the priority but they can't be becauss | have fo work.

Yestordey, | left university ot 3.45pm having fo be at work for 4pm Hil 10pm. On
Tuesdey's | have an hour's lacture at 10.30am and again o 4.30pm. fn between |

have fo go fo work, supporiing people with leaming difficulies.

On fop of this I'm trying o beat the fees and hold a relationship down. We're ghven
resding lists which | simply don't get ime for, whereas shudents from wealthier
beckgrousds ean save all this Hime, fo either study or socialise which is important for

personal davelopment too.”

Darren Rushin, mature student Leicester University

FE students: a key role

EW LABOUR'S Tory poll

des on education have

hit students in Furthe

Education (FE) as well as High-
er Education (HE) students.

Huggins, Stroud

FE colleges nationally desper-

ately need extra fundtng.

have been told to take on

an extra 160,000 HE students to

ease the ‘strain’ on universities

and 10 provide lower cost educa

tlon Yet FE colleges' debt has

Quadrupled over the last five

Years . In 1994 the total debt was

£51 inillion, the 1998 level was

srecessasiinnn

- 1222 mllllon.

Financlal support for FE stu
dents is minimal. with (ees
‘applying to most full time stu
dents. There are no living
allowances and grants of around
£30are only available to the very
Poorest students, forcing them to

& rely on their parents for accom
4 modation and support

time
as studying, often to pay

Mot students work

a0 well

for extra course costs and trans-
port. Pay rates are frequently
below even the measly £3.60 min
Imum wage, which does not even
apply to under-2ls.

FE students can play a key role
In campaigning against tuition
fees by supporting non payers in
local  unlversities  through
protests, demos and other
darity action, as well as national
events

Those who become nvolved
with Save Free Education at col
lege this year could play a vital
role next year in or:dnn; and.
leading mass non-payment cam

in their universities, if
fees are still in place.

Many working<class FE stu
dents have been deterred from
Higher Education by fees, the
lack of grants and the prospect of
colossal debt on leaving On top
of this, many are angry about

labour’s attacks on young people

in relation to employment.
‘They hay

the movement to defeat tuition

fees and restore the grant

Ve every reason to Join

What you

can do

®!f you pay fees - fill in an SFE
pledge card committing to not
paying them or not paying your
remaining instalments.

®if any student is threatened
with exclusion or other penatties
such as fines or denial of fac-
ties, SFE will organise alongside
students to build mass action to
defend them

@After the National Union of
Students’ demonstration  is
vital that we go back to the col-
leges and build this campaign

The Socialist
Party says:
*Scrap tustion fees.
*Reinstate the grant, free
education for all,

*No exclusions, re-register
all second years.

* Full access to all facilities
and services, and to exam
ults, for ail students

her they have paid
f‘ fees or not.

#Put education before l
business inerests.

United for free education
Thursday 25 November, at end
_of demo, Surrey Tavern (by Oval
ube), near Kennington Park.
®lobby parliament
Grants not fees.
Thursday 2 December, 2pm,
St Stephen’s Gate, House of
Commons (Westminster tube)
Speakers include Tony 8enn MP.
@Save Free Education
conference.
Build non-payment and mass
action to restore the grant.
Sunday S December, 12 noon,
Winton School, Kilick Street, (off
Pentonwille Road), London N1

| from 24 countrles Some of those

{ included Peter Mandeison, envi

| ronmentalist and Prince plaintively asked ‘how did one
| Charles's associate .Jonathan persuade countries like China.
Porrit; Martin Taylor, former Russia and India that Nato's

| government adviser on the New

Shadow world |
government |

|
ORE EVIDENCE has

Y, |
| week of New Labour’s
| ministers’ involvement in
shady international capitalist

| organisations.

On the Kosova War, the for

mer US Secretary of State Henry

Kissinger, the man responsible

It attracted 111 participants (or carpetbombing Cambodia

and Laos during the Victnam
war, said that Kosova “could be

attended
this generatlon’s Vietnam"” . lle

who trom Britain

new mandate was not just a new
version of the ‘the white man's
burden’ - coloniallsm

chief executive of Barclays and

Martin Wolf from the

Deal
Financial Times and two jour
nalists from the Economist
International names who
attended included Monsanto
head Robert B Shapiro, head of
the World Bank James D
Wolfensohn and banking bil
lionaire David Rockefeller.

Witch-hunt

TRONICALLY, IN the same week
as the Big Issue made these rev-
elations, which were not picked
up on by other media organisa
tions, Louise Casey (Labour
appointed homelessness Tsari
na) made a stinging attack on
the Big Issue

The Bilderberg Group's exis-
tence has been well chronicled
since its inception 1n 1954 in the
Dutch hotel which gave It its
name The Mtlitant - forerunner
of The Socialist - highlighted the
role of Bilderberg members,

including their involvement
with the CIA. in witch-hunting
socialists out of the [abour

Party in the 1980s.
Blideberg 1s a clandestine
body where 1s by

ANOTHER UNNAMED British
politician “wondered whether
the [Nato) alliance could hang
together after the war” and so
their pessimism about their
New World Order goes on.
Tony Blalr last attended a
Bilderberg summit In 1993, the
year before he became Labour
leader
In the pages of The Socialist
we have also highlighted the
Involvement of leading Blairites
in another shadowy project, the
British- American project for a
successor  generation  This
organisation. set up by Pres)
dent Reagan. involved all sorts
from Rupert Murdoch and
James Goldsmith to many cur
rent leading US and British cab-
inet members
This Transatlantic body tries

to also ensure that the neo-lib
eral agenda of global capitailsm
and anti-working class measures

discreet invite. No formal pol}
cy is set out but the high pow

ered discussions involve most
of the world's ellte ‘movers and
shakers'.

Some have referred to Bilder-
berg as a shadow world govern
ment. Will Hutton, the former
Observer editor who was invit
ed to the 1997 Bilderberg gath-
ering, described it as a meeting

of “the high priests of
globalisation™ The
Economist sald of it

“When you have scaled
the Bllderberg, you have
arrived”

Bleak outlook

EACH YEAR the group
meets at different exclu-
sive International loca.
tions to discums vital
issues for the Interna-
tional capitalist class
Untll now no record
has ever leaked out
about the gatherings.
Now the Big Issue
has obtaiped minuted
us-
sions. These show
how world capitalis-
m’s ers  have
drawn a very bleak
perspective  about
world relations fol

are

Such is the Insidlous closeness
of US and British government
interests, it now seems that all
prominent Internatlonal

like head of Nato (recently filled
by Gearge Robertson) and head
of the IMF (for which Gordon
Brown has been touted) go to
those who have secured influ
ence through one or other of
these shadowy organisations




Boot boys

A “DISILLUSIONED
Labour Party member”
has written to Red Let-
ters disgusted at a letter
penned by former Labour
Party leader and now EU
Commissioner, Neil Kin-
nock, on behalf of the
Frank Dobson's cam-
paign for London mayor,
which attempts to rub-
bish Ken Livingstone's
candidacy.

“This is the second
anti-Livingstone type of
propaganda that 1 have
received through the post
- the first was from Frank
Dobson. These people are
supposed to be social
democrats and yet they
are adopting fascist-type
tactics.”

[Editors note: Kinnock'’s
letter claims that Living-
stone’s stewardship of
the Greater London
Council *“drove people
away from Labour.” This
is ironic given his purge
of Militant members (the
forerunner of the Social-
ist Party) and of the Left
in the Labour Party in
the mid- to late-1980s.
This witch-hunt, instead
of making Labour
electable, led the Labour
Party into two successive
general election defeats
under Kinnock in 1987
and 1992.]

New demand

EACH WEEK I read the
What We Stand For col-
umn to see if the list of
demands has changed.

It has occurred to me
that the column must
have a specific demand
related to pensioners.

I would suggest, “A
doubling of the basic rate
retirement pension and
its linkage to the rise in
average earnings”.

There are over ten mil-
lion pensioners in
Britain and many are dis-
appointed with the 75p a
week increase in their
pension.

A specific demand
related to pensioners
would possibly result in
some pensioners joining
the Socialist Party or sub-
scribing to The Socialist.

John Smithee, Wisbech,

Cambs

Marxism and
religion

AS MUCH as [ commend
Stan Nattrass’ role in

defeating the Poll Tax
and salute his sincerity

JUDGE, JURY and expen-
sive taste in wallpaper.

Undermlnmg
democratic rights

JACK STRAW and the New Labour government are
pushing their attack on the right to trial by jury even
further. The rapidly diminishing list of criminal
offences that can be tried by jury, if a defendant elects
it, is going to shrink again.
Under new proposals more categories are going to
be triable only by Magistrates Courts, where work-
ing-class and ethnic minority defendants generally
have less chance of a fair hearing.
This is about cutting costs and increasing the con-
viction rate, and is an attack on a valued democrat-
ic right.
I work in the crown courts and this process, com-
bined with other recent changes and cuts, has effec-
tively legislated my job out of existence.
I'm not all right Jack!

= An east London legal worker

(name withheld)

Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150
words to Red Letters, PO Box 24697, London E9 5FP, or
phone Dave: 0208 533 3311, fax 0208 986 3036, e-mail
socialst@dircon.co.uk
We reserve the right to shorten letters.
Don’t forget to give your name, address and phone
number. (Confidentiality will be respected if requested).
* Winners of letter of the week will receive a £5 book
token from Socialist Books, PO Box 24697, London E9 5FP.

in describing himself a
Marxist, 1 cannot agree

also exist in a myriad of
other religions and secu-

post bag/party news

with his attempt to marry
Marxism with Christiani-
ty (Red Letters 12/11/99).

The contradiction in
Stan's letter is that he
denies the existence of
God but subscribes to
Christian ethics, citing as
examples “love thy neigh-
bour”, “do unto others as
you would have them do
unto you”, etc.

Surely these ethics
describe certain human
values that predated
Christianity and which

lar societies.

As a Marxist 1 can
embrace the idea of a com-
mon humanity but that
doesn’t make me a Chris-
tian, a Buddhist nor a
humanist.

The essential prerequi-
site of Christianity must
be a belief in a God.
Devoid of that central
tenet 1t becomes no differ-
ent to any other non-
Christian value system.

Simon Carter, south
London

The world of CLR
James - His

Unfragmenfed Vision

by James D Young
Just published by
e press, this new

graphy of the famous

cble to our readers

at a discount.
IHS in the shops,
n. sale for £10.99
[including P&P]
d cheques payable

: ‘CLR James Offer’ 17-

LR 23 ﬁclton Road,

linb

urgh, EH8 6DG.
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Building

e fu
is veé

club at Southampton University

has had more interest from stu-
dents than for years. We regularly
have new people tummg up to

i and j at our
lunr.htlme campaign stalls.

Students are interested in our organisa-
tion not only because of our consistent
campaigning against tuition fees. There is
also much interest in our weekly meetings
and the discussions about socialism and
current affairs.

So far three students have joined the
Socialist Party. Mark, Andy and Phil were
all socialists before they came to

THIS TERM, the socialist student

Southampton. All three and quite a few
others had read about Marx and Marxism.
Andy already knew of the Socialist Party
and was very interested in our past record.
He described us as “the only serious organ-
isation on the left”.

Another new member has become the

The Socialist sales league
Region % target achieved - OCT-DEC
East Midland:

Merseyside
South West
Yorkshire
Wales
South East
London
Eastern
Northern Al
Manchester/Lancs A

L,_.. 55T D
==y

Southern
West Midlands
Miscellaneous

TOTAL ==

46%

- gocialism in
| the colleges

secretary of the socialist club and is a
leading figure in the antituition fees
campaign.

Mark has helped to set up our website,
so every student on campus can access
details of our meetings and campaigns.
Every week we e-mail 50 students with our
latest news.

At present we are involved in a refer-
endum on affiliation to National Union of
students (NUS) which will take place on 9
December and, despite all the faults of
NUS leadership, we are involved in the
pro-NUS campaign. Andy is treasurer of
the pro-NUS group.

Next week we will be a holding a meet-
ing on the lessons of the anti-Poll Tax vic-
tory, with a local activist from the cam-
paign. We're very hopeful of some new
members coming from the demo. As a
report in the student paper said, “We’ 1]

keep the red flag flying here.”
Nick Chaffey

SALES NEWS FROM LAST WEEK .
®SOCIALIST PARTY members in Wales pro-
duced their first Socialist Wales supplement
last week — another step forward for our
party! Using the supplement, Swansea sold
out campaigning against disability cuts, and
Wales have increased their order by 200.

®Look out for the Christmas appeal sheet
that went out this week. Coventry aim to
visit every member and supporter before
Christmas and ask them to subscribe - a
subscription only costs £2.50. Every region
should follow their example.

®Hillingdon sold 15 Sodialists campaigning
for striking care workers. Medway sold 12
campaigning to Save Free Education. Final-

Bannister UNISON campaign came in.
Pete Mason

ly, our first subscription from the Roger ‘

cialist Fighting fund - week 7

pariymm“»-u- \DLINE: 7 JANUARY |
: Area Received - a ~. ‘Target
{1 Northern 511 700
|2 Yorkshire 1,258 ————— 2,600
3 Eastern [T Y S ——— | 1.000 |
4 Wales 761 e ——— 1.900
5 East Midlands 501 Emsemer e 1,400
& South West 423 pressmesiie s 1,250
7 West Midl 565 1,900
] id 128 500
9 London 1,306 pem—— 5,500
10 -§ouﬁnern| 197 essm— 900
11 50utlh East 141 jre— 1,000
12 Manchester/Lancs| 22 b 3,050
13 Miscellaneous 3171 p— | 300 |
Total £6,592

THERE ARE just four weeks left before the
Christmas break. At present only Northern
Region are on course to reach their target.
A great effort is required to reach our full
target but with proper planning and the active
participation and support from members and
readers we can still get 100% of the target
How to achieve the £22,000 target: organ-
ise extended campaigning activity at shopping
centres at weekends; set a target of raising at
least £50 per activity. Use appeal sheets to col-

=32

lect donations off regular sales, around your
workplace, college, etc.

We urge all our readers to support the
Socialist Party by sending in a donation of a
day’s income to boost our funds (fill in the
form below).

Organise parties, car boot sales, raffles, quiz
nights, video nights in the run-up to Chnstmas
and see in the new millennium with a fund-
raising party.

John Reid

—

N

o

r

Cheques payable to: Socialist Party,
PO Box 24697, London E9 SFP |

‘Donate to the Socialist Party’s
fighting fund :
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—— international news

AUSTRALIA 15 portrayed in the media as the new long-haul tourist
destination bursting with sun, surf and the unspoilt outback. But as
John Pilger, veteran campaigning Australian journalist pointed out
in his 1939 book Secret Country, there is another unspoken, darker
side to his country. One of the most disturbing aspects of this secret
country is the horrific growth in heroin abuse. Heroin-related
deaths in Victoria state have leapt from 41 in 1991 to 261 in 1998.

A socialist campaign to
end drugs nightmare

Australian heroin epidemic

JiM O'CONNOR Is a member
of Militant Socialist Organisa-
tion (MSO) [the Socialist Par
ty's sister organisation in Aus-
tratin] in Melbourne, Victoria
and also one of the leading

% in the C }
ty Campaign for Heroin
Raform (CCHR), established

with the help of MSO mem-
bors a few months ago. He
spoke to ALEC THRAVES
about the campalgn,

L T T T P T T TP LI TR T T

What Is the campiign
alming to achlave?

HE AIM 18 1o reform heroln
laws and in parteular, hero

I policies In Austealln, o
Introduce snte njocting faelil-
fles alho known ns “safic hous
‘08" where heroin users con

Injoct (heh heroln and IF (hoy
overdose they get resuscliated,

o

un addiet who wants (o delox
and then he rehahllitated to
find o place oo progeanmao,

Another alm I8 for a hroad
based  drug  odueation  pro
gramme i schools and I tho
communlly generally so thal
peoplo are more awnre ol tha
honzacds of drug use mud the
addletlve nabire of drugs,

Ao, we campnlgn  tor i
Inerease n needle oxchanges (o
prevent tha spread of disensos
such a8 hepatltug and AIDS
ammongst the mbravenous (1V)
drug-nshig population,

In Australin we do havesome
needle exchanges but generally
they are only open lhnited
howrs and only In a Hmlted
numher of loeutions,

IFlnally, another objectlve of
our campalgn 18 (he [nfrodue-
tlon of "heroln (rlals’, 13y which
we  mean  the

practisn (hat
was (rled out
n Swlzerinnd;
{¢ heroln addicts
are proscrihed
hy a doctor a
regulie dally
dose of heroin,
avallable In
spuchal elinles.

In Swihtzer-
land (his pol-
ley hag
vosulted i oo
- (remendous
dpcronse  In
a lot of relat-
od soclal
~ problems,
 Ineluding
~ crlme.  Also,

it has helped

keop the
spread ol 1V
dlsenses

under control.
Users are nol spmding the

~whole day chasing around 1o
et theh next denl. Many uscrs

1 Lhis programme are able (o
1 Jobs and socure houshng.
entually, some of them in
el own (lme solve thelr
idictlon problem hut the fhrst
Is to keep (hem allve and
y and to got (hem onl of

in this campaign?
t activity have we
Involved In?
NITIATIED this
Ve called a

Grim conditions

heroln problem, In aimost avery public convinience,

AVISI'I‘ to the public tollets confirms tha depth of the

Including thosa at tha ultra-modern Melbourn® ir-
port, tharg ara yellow, matal boxus on the wall to dispose

of used nuadles.

Many tollgts have blus tinted lighting to make It difficult for users
1o locaty their velns before Injecting, In some réstaurants and fist
food outlets you have to ask for the key off the staft as the tollits

are pprmanantly lockic.

One fast food oullut faced a barrage of compalints overr thes lack
of privacy for customers when they cut (he tollst doors so that they
could drag out users who had overdosed.

for heroln use), ‘his stall has
heen the backbong of the cum-
padgn, I goes on for about fowe
or five hotrs wd Incorporaivg
pollticnl actlon with a petitlon,
distribution of leatlgts. discus-
slon with the geniral publle
aboul the (8sues and also we
colloct donatlons,

We've collested about 10,000
slgnatures now on our petls
tlons and around $2,500 (about
£1,000) in donatlons,

AL the smme thne we also
have practical action (o nsslst
users In tha nrea Including the
diseibution of clean syringes
amt hoalth nformatlion,

We'ves usind (his stall to gt
new actlvists and  volunteers
and we've had a serles of pub
He ralllos, streot meoethngs and
viglis. ‘Thess activitles have
genorated a lot of medla pub
llelty Including nattonal '1'V,

We've also llatsed with other
communily organtsatlons and
wo've spent some thne  dis.
Lussing the possihility of open.
ing our own sale house on a
commmunlly basgls ns an aegt of
civil disohedience (o push the
debate awtong,

How has the campaign
Impacted on the main
political partias?

N THE stute of Victorin. [he
Lahour Pavty has recontly

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN

or
HEROIN REFORM

CEHMatvely canpalgnafon
'

I bursling tor brand basacl drvg mlucation

ecile erchangen amd rHources tor hem

7 inteorluction fsafeinjseting(acllition
¢ Itrwtuction f Tepal hersin riels

Wt asnnrt strecs domuncicstiony, lobdy politiclans,
Aetiver yubliceducatlon sl eures owrviews fvefully
i themedia

versuneniiosuppoitsour slmannid wanks (0 wo ik
with 0 Iy welgonia ot our weekly Westnvnlay evenbsig
weetinge at (AT (vew arih over)

10 act out MO ring e 0N §380 1A, writa 10 PO Bos
16, Lowas Brusmwich 3088 of vielt our webelte
“ttht o, har e tom10. 1

revised (s policy on heroln use
In responsoe to pressure from
tho community I which our
campalgn has playid a role.

What's the next stage of
the campalgn?

) CONTINUE to mobilise
communlly support to con-
vinee local counclis to hmple-
ment safe Injecting ractlitlos
ospoclally In thy outlying sub-
urhs, Wa will also have to deal
with a right-wing backlash In
the media. It's possible that we
can achleve some saft houses
I Vietorla on a trlal bagls I
wo  keep  the

Dedling
with the
Drug
Problem

by Tonl Bloodworth

pressure up,

In additlon
| woe wlll contin-
| ue to fight for

other  demands
of our cuam
1 palgn, some of
which will rely
on fedoral gov-
srument actlon
for  Instance
heroin asslsted
(reatment  pro-
grammes.

Safe  houses
will keep people
allve but In the

longer run wa
need  jobs  tor
the young,

working-class

vietims of hero-
I, more hous-
Ing and better

& quality  educa-
i e tlon, 8o fhat
= A Militant Socialist Organisation Pamphlet young perople

Tool
SOCIALIST PROGRAME for the drugs problem. m']:"'.u"y lovequ
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Romanian

protests

MASS WORIKERS' demos
tools place throughout
Romanla on Thursduy 14
Novewhor demanding the
roslgnation of the
government.

The workors were
protesting agnlnst the
collapse of thelr already
meagre Bving standnrds
consed by (he govarnment’s
neodtheral policios, With
average wagoes only $100 i
month, Romunlans remakn
enstorn Europe's poorest.

T'he profests were
organised hy the country’s
irado imtons who have
eallod for iam autumn of
luhour unrest to denounce
the government’s &lnvish
devollon to structural
roadjustment progriammes
of the International
Monotary Fund,

Threo years of
privatisation, mass lay-olfs
and mass poverty had
Iwlce carller (his year 1ed
to conl miners marching on
the capltal, Bucharest,
Only the use of troops and
False promises of reform
prevented the miners from
reaching the capltal.

University students have
also jolned in the protests
to alr thelr grievances of
low grants and poor
academic conditions.

General and presldentlal
electlons are due in 2000,
with the raling party
(ralling tar behind the ex-
Stallnlsts they beat In
eluctlons three years ago.

Workers’ rights
abuses

ON THE eve ofthe World
Trade Organisation summit
In Seattle, USA, the
International Confederation
of Freo Trade Unlons (ICKTU)
has attacked new member
China’s “record of violatlons
of Its workers’ rights”.

‘The Chinese Stalinlst
reglime crushed the newly
emerglng independent
trrade untons and workers’
organisations aftor
massacring democracy
protesters in Beljlng's
Tiananmen Square in 1989.

The ICFI'U's right-wing
general seeretary Bl Jordan
(tormerly of the British
AEEU unlon) appears,
however, more concerned
that the lack of workers’
rights In China will glve the
country a competitive
coonomic edge over its
trading partners in the so-
called ‘developlng world',

Clinton riot

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton
provoked a huge antl-US
Imperlallsm protest in the
Greek capltal, Athens, last
Friday.

The lett-wing protest
angry at the US/NATO
hombing of Serbin and
Kosova was stopped from
marching to the US
ombassy by rlot police,
This led to street Nghting
In central Athens.

‘The 24-hous state vislt
clumsily colncided with (he
17 Novembgey annlversary
when in 1973 student

Profests were hrutally
subpressed by (he then
military dlrluluruhlp.
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books

Socialist book choice

for Christmas

SOCIALIST BOOKS are offering
some bargain books for the
Christmas/New Year holiday.
Socialist readers will gain
important political ideas and
information from these sug-
gested titles. These books will
also make ideal seasonal pre-
sents for friends and family
Just make your selection,
return the completed order
form and take advantage of
our free book offer. Alterna-
tively, phone through your
order to pay by credit card.

Liverpool:A City That Dared
to Fight by Peter Taaffe and
Tony Mulhearn.

Not only a commentary on
the momentous events in Liv-
erpool between 198387 which
sent shock waves across the
country, this book is also a pen-
etrating political analysis of
the growth and development of
Marxism in Britain and partic-
ularly the role of Militant in
Liverpool.

Hardback at paperback
price, only £6.95.
Bargain Offer No.1

Banner Bright by Tom Gorman.
BASNERBRIGHT _ A beauti
fully present-
J"H\(’Dmﬂ ed large for-
mat  bound
volume.
Excellent
colour illus-
trations and
history of
trade unions
R _ and their
PSERESHI = banners
Only £7 (originally £20).
Bargain Offer No.2

Sylvia Pankhurst: Portrait
of a Radical by Patricia W
Romero.

A Suffragette, pacifist, com-
munist, anti-fascist.  pan-
Africanist, an acquaintance of
Lenin, a friend of the radical
literati and lover of Keir
Hardie, Sylvia Pankhurst’s life
was intertwined with the work-
ers and protest movements in

‘the first half of this century.
~ Published at £24.

Now only
£7.50.
Bargain Offer No.3

The ‘Rising of the Women.
.l‘cmlnist solidarity and class
880-1917 by Meredith

pages of his-
nd political

Karl Marx by Francis Wheen,
“There were only eleven
mourners at Karl Marx's funer-
al on 17 March 1883. ‘His name

and work will endure through
the ages, * Friedrich Engels pre-
dicted in a graveside oration at
Highgate Cemetery. It seemed
an unlikely boast but he was
right.”
Hardback £15.
Bargain Offer No 5

The Rise of Militant by Peter
Taaffe.

30 years history of the fore-
runner of the Socialist Party.
From its roots , through the
events in Northern Ireland, the
1979 ‘Winter of Discontent’
trade union struggles, Labour’s
purges of Militant and the Left.
the fight of Liverpool city
council, the great miners’
strike 1984-85 and how the Poll
Tax was beaten.

550 pages. Full price £9.99.
Now only £6.
Bargain Offer No.6

Questioning the Millennium
by Stephen J Gould. £6.99.

In this fascinating and very
readable little book, Stephen J
Gould, renowned for his superb
writings on evolutionary biolo-
gy, takes us on an historical,
astronomical, and calendrical
journey through a myriad of
millennial-related issues.

Gift W d
WE CaN sendhyur

Gould displays his skill in com-
bining scientific  analysis,
philosophical insights and
wonderful prose.(JH)

If not now, when? by Primo
Levi :

Based on a true story, this
novel follows the adventures,
struggles and dilemmas of a
band of multi-national Jewish
partisans during World War
Two.

Momentous events are
expressed with rare artistic hon-
esty. The characters are sub-
jected to the terrible conditions
of war and bigotry but are not
mere victims. The story of a des-
perate band of poor Jews resist-
ing Nazism is sad and terrible,
and optimistic and fulfilling.

Primo Levi survived
Auschwitz death camp to write
brilliant novels. It is said he
was close to the ideas of Leon
Trotsky. The “Old Man”, an
authority on literature, would
surely have acclaimed this
book.(NM)

The Conformist by Alberto
Moravia, £6.99
Filmed by Bernado Bertoluc-
ci in 1969 this book follows
Marcello Clerici from child-
hood to middle age as he bat-
tles with his sadistic desires
n = and his
' longing to
conform to
what - he
perceives
—o as normal
e society.
Becoming
an assas-
rto sin for

M lini’
RAVIA Mussolinis

ment and
sent to
Paris on his honeymoon with a
mission to murder a leading
Italian socialist, Marcello’s col-
lapse is mirrored by the fall of
the Fascist state.(MM)

your presents direct to your family and friends,

~nicely wrapped and with your message in a card.
Just send your message with the order and the payment.

‘Book Vouchers

AN IDEAL gift for family and friends. our book voucher
(Jedeemable only through Socialist Books) will be sent together

* with our full booklist.

Glft'

rders.

6 to all orders for postage and packing.
apply for orders outside the UK.
d postal.orders to Socialist Books, PO Box 24697, London E9 5FP.

A,!m_kber for £5, £10, £15, £20 or any multiples of £5 will be
in acd assic caﬁ with your personal message, just send us

"gvl‘tl of a book selected by Socialist Books will be sent

Author-

e __|__._.. ) ) ]

20% P&P
Total

Return to: Socialist Books, PO |
Box 24697, London E9 SFp. |
A

]

Life, by’G:eblr-ginu Ferry

Y DO so few

women do science?

There is a general

view that the male-domi-

nated structure of science

excludes women from the

‘club’, but is this the whole

answer? This biography of

the greatest British woman

scientist of the 20th centu-
ry gives some clues.

Geoff Jones

Dorothy Crowfoot was
born in 1910, the eldest of
three girls. Her parents were
middle class ‘rolling stones’,
spending most of their life in
Africa and the Middle East.
Her father was Director of
Education in the Sudan for
many years, then director of
the British School of Arche-
ology in Jerusalem. Her
mother travelled with him,
leaving the children at home
with their family.

“ Franco in

the 1930s and
became a founder member of
the left-wing Association of
Scientific Workers (later part
of ASTMS, now MSF).

She quite consciously used
the prestige of her Nobel
Prize as a supporter of nucle-
ar disarmament and world
peace and in opposition to
the US war in Vietnam. Very
much influenced by the
Quakers, she fought to the
end of her life for peace,
against exploitation and for
her idea of a socialist society.

Dorothy Hodgkin was a
socialist egalitarian, loved by
all who worked with her. For
that reason alone, her biog-
raphy is worth reading. But
does her life tell us anything
about science and women?

Obviously, she was a bril-
liant scientist. But she also
had a steely resolve. For
example, she heard that
another chemist, Alexander

T

Dorothy supporting the Vietnamese revolution.

Dorothy was interested in
chemistry from an early age
and went to Somerville Col-
lege Oxford, where she dis-
covered her life’s interest.

In the 1930s the science of
molecular biology barely
existed. The structures of
simple molecules (like water,
H20) were known, but
molecules of substances
important in biology like pro-
teins or enzymes, contained
many thousands of atoms
and their structures were
completely unknown.

It was becoming possible to
study such molecules using
the technique of X-ray crys-
tallography - shining a beam
of X-rays at a crystal and pho-
tographing the diffraction
patterns produced. From
these patterns it was possible
in principle to work back to
the structure  of the
molecules which made up the
crystal.

The work was fiendishly
complicated, especially
before the invention of com-
puters, but Dorothy Crowfoot
Hodgkin (she married in
1937) became the leader in
the field, not only because of
her ability to carry out bril-
liant experimental work, but
also because of her unri-
valled ability to ‘see’ compli-
cated three-dimensional
structures out of masses of
data.

In 1955 she and her team
described the structure of the
vitamin BI12, work which
won her the Nobel Prize for
Chemistry in 1964. In 1969,
they worked out the struc-
ture of Insulin, a result vital-
ly important for the treat-
ment of diabetes. She
retired in 1977 but was active
until her death in 1994.

She was active politically
throughout her life. She went
on demonstrations against

- Todd. known as
Lord Todd
Almighty by his
students, might
B be unveiling the
structure of B12
at a conference
without giving
M proper acknowl-

edgement to her
group. She
dropped every-
thing to go to
make sure that
he did not claim
unfair prece-
dence. Even so, Todd
received a Nobel Prize two
years before she did.

She also had two other great
advantages. Her unconven-
tional upbringing had given
her an amazing self-reliance.
Her family extended itself
elastically to take in adults
who could help bring up her
three children while she was
working and travelling.

Also the atmosphere of
Somerfield College in the
1930s was strongly support-
ive of academic women, even
scientists, and her family
connections gave her a confi-
dence and an entrée into aca-
demic circles.

This is not to devalue her
worth, but merely to realise
that a woman without such a
great ability, without such a
supportive background and
with a more fragile self-con-
fidence could easily fail to
reach the same level as a
male scientist with no
greater basic ability.

- TN

DOROTHY Hobgk iy

Dorothy Hodgkin - A Life

by Georgina Ferry,
(Granta) £9.99.

Available from Socialist Books. To
order fill in form on left.
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workplace news

Support for
drivers’ stand

LONDON BUS drivers have
held a series of one-day strikes
which virtually ensured no
buses ran in west London. On
one of the strike days just 23
of the normal 446 buses ran.
KEITH DICKINSON spoke to
pickets at the Acton garage.

The strikes by drivers of
First Centre West buses follow
arejection of a 4.5% pay offer.
The strikers are also protesting
about the threat to public safe-
ty from working long hours.

One Acton driver who can't
be named because of a gagging
clause in the drivers’ contract
said that drivers earned an
average of £170 a week after
stoppages. They told The
Socialist that to reach the £170
for a week's “normal” work,
you have to drive the first bus
out at 4.38am. Drivers are
forced to work overtime and
rest days to push their pay
above £200.

If you answer the manage-
ment's adverts for new drivers
they say “you can earn £400 per
week” when new recruits find
out the truth, they leave.

No wonder the company are
about 100 drivers short. This
exposes the government's pro-
posal to increase the tax on car
use. There are not enough
buses to encourage people to
leave their cars at home.

Over 90% of drivers came out
despite management threats, A
transport union, TGWU
spokesperson told a local news-
paper: “The turnout gives an
indication of the strength of
feeling... when you work 13-day
fortnights and do excessive
overtime to keep services run-
ning, something has to give.”

The drivers say the travel-
ling public are sympathetic to
their strike despite the huge
inconvenience and lack of
advance warning. The next
strike days are planned for 3
and 4 December, which will hit
the Christmas sales.

One picket had already been
sacked by another bus compa-
ny for trying to organise, but
there is anger developing
across the whole of London.
Strikes by bus drivers have
already taken place in east and
south-east London.

A steward from another bus

PICKETS AT Acton garage.

company who came to express
solidarity said they were likely
to be joining them in action soon.
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Photo: Ealing Gazette.

there will be a feature on
bus deregulation in London
in a future issue

Skychef workers out for a year

N 20 November 1998 270 Skychef
workers at Heathrow were sacked
for takmg a 2¢hour ofﬁaal strike.

with

Lufth.

a 30% share in world airline catering.

Paul Kershaw, TGWU

Last Saturday, 500 people attended a con-

sanse

ference and picket, saluting the determi-
nation of the predominantly Asian work-
force who remain solid one year into the
dispute.
Speakers from Skychef plants in north
America, Denmark, France, Spain and
Germany expressed solidarity.
‘Bill Morris, leader of the Skychel‘ work-
union TGWU, said that it would be
pocritical of the government to go round
rld claiming to defend human
in the Balkans, but fail to act on
ights in the workplace at home.
ff but his limited response
he workers’ moral case and

inging a donation
d th firefighters had

ake tional action
. He called on
action on the

STILL ON the picket line, one year on

support the boycott campaign. But if the
trade union movement is to defend these
workers it will have to raise taking soli-
darity action, even where it would mean
breaking anti-union laws.

Socialist Party members will actively

OLY.

NISON HEAD office
Uhave now received 45
nominations for Roger
Bannister to stand as UNISON
general secretary. 56 nomina-
tions have been made in total.
Apart from the London
Regional Council, the nomina-
tions in London are: Bromley,
Barking, Lambeth, Camden,
Greenwich, Haringey, London
Fire and Civil Defence Author-
ity, Islington, Ealing, London
Housing, Waltham Forest local
government, Hillingdon, Ham-
mersmith, Waltham Forest
“Health, University College Lon-
don Hospitals, Guildhall Uni-
versity and London Voluntary
Organisations. Elsewhere:
Kent, Medway, Oxford City,

Southampton Health,
‘Southampton  district, Ply-
outh, Bristol, Wiltshire

Health, Doncaster, Wakefield

Photo: Paul Mattsson.

# Information from and messages of sup-
port to: Allen Green, TGWU, Transport
House, Uxbridge Road, Hillingdon UB10

Tel: 0181 573 9494, Fax: 0181 569 2292.
email agreen@tgwu.org.uk.

Bannister wins 56 nominations

Health, Kirklees, Hull, Leices-
ter City, NE Derby, Notting-
ham City, Ashfield local gov-
ernment, Nottingham County,
Nottingham Health, Leicester
Health, East Midlands Gas,
Northern Housing, Newcastle,
University of Central Lancs,
Carlisle, Manchester Proba-
tion, Knowsley, Sefton, Liver-
pool City, Bolton, Liverpool
Community College, South
Manchester Hospital, Manch-
ester Community Health,
Blackburn Health, Burnley,
Morecambe, Tameside, Telford
and Dudley Health.

All Campaign for a Fighting
Democratic UNISON members
are urged to take up workplace
collections. Send to: national
campaign organiser Glen
Kelly, 37 Linale House, Murray
Grove, London NI 7QH. Tel:
0171 251 8449.
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Postal workers
fight back

POSTAL workers in
Maidstone, north London,
Bridgwater and Paisley,
west Scotland all recently
took part in unofficial
walkouts. They were all
over disciplinary action
taken against fellow postal
workers.

In three of the cases it
was union reps who were
either sacked or disciplined.
In all cases the union reps
were trying to defend
workers who were also
being disciplined.

Crow re-elected

BOB CROW has been re-
elected as assistant general
secretary of the RMT
railworkers' union. This
was against a strong
challenge from a right-
wing Blairite candidate.

Bob Crow won by 7,137
votes to 6,6795. Crow’s
victory shows that the
majority of union members
still want a union leadership
that is on the Left and fights
for the members. But the
recent inability of the union
to stand up to the courts and
mount an effective
campaign against rail and
tube privatisation has also
left many railworkers with
limited enthusiasm for the
current leadership.

PCS Groups
Conference

CIVIL SERVICE workers,
members of PCS, attended
the groups conference in
Scarborough this week.
Since the break-up of the
national pay bargaining
system, groups like the
Benefits Agency and the
Employment Service have
negotiated seperately. This
has caused a lot of tension
at the conference and
diverted attention from the
shortcomings of the
national union leadership.
more next week

Fat cats’ cream

BRITAIN NOW has the
widest pay gap between
chief executives and their
workforce in Europe. The
average pay for a top chief
executive was £413,300 in
1997/1998, 18 times more
than the average worker.
With incentives, they get
26 times more.

Asbestos ban

ASBESTOS IMPORTS to
the UK are banned from 23
November, but 150,000
people are likely to die of
asbestos diseases by 2025,
due to exposure before that
date. Millions of tons of
asbestos still remain in
homes, workplaces and
other buildings.

Turkey strike at
Christmas?

WORKERS AT Bernard
Matthew's turkey plants in
Norfolk and Suffolk are
balloting for action. The
TGWU members are in pay
dispute and may strike in
the run-up to Christmas.
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CALL CENTRE

WORKERS
FIGH

E STRIKE of BT customer
service call centre staff
agalnst their intolerable

working conditions was the
first national strike of BT cleri-
cal workers for almost 13 years.
Workers in Bristol and Leicester
spoke to The Socialist.

“It’s like going back to the
last century in the way workers
are treated. Technology was
supposed to make life easier,
ctually means is

monitoring of people.

“We are timed when we go to
the loo. We have to key in a code
whenever we leave the desk. If
you are away from your desk for
more than a certain percentage
of the time you are ‘spoken to’ by
a manager. If it continues you
are threatened with the ‘poor
performance’ procedure.

“I've known people sit there
cross-legged because they are
worried about leaving their
desk, they just have their eyes on
the board that says how many
calls are coming in.

“The ‘poor performance proce-
dure’ is to short-cut the proper
disciplinary procedures, it is a
fast track out of the company.
Disciplinary  procedures are
much easier to defend and the
union is called in at an earlier

“We are not generally a mili-
tant bunch, we are not wildcat
strikers. We have tried to resolve
it but BT just don’t seem inter-
ested, we have been left with no
alternative but to take action.”

MEREDITH CLARK, assis-
tant secretary CWU, Leics and
Northants Clerical Branch

“The depth of feeling and
determination for the strike to
succeed in Bristol was shown by
only the managers turning up for
work, with five agency staff. All

the permanent staff stayed away
so the call centre was useless.

“Although the agency staff
were not balloted, the agency
allowed people to choose, with-
out victimisation, if they wanted
to come in or not.

“Public gupport was good and
workers from other call centres
came to ask for advice. CWU
members who joined six weeks
ago supported the strike whole-
heartedly.

December anmranua'ry z -
ther strike days. The union
should campaign for the next
strike, with no cancelling it
unless the union demands are
met in full.

“We should spread the strike
to telemarketing call centres and
ballot the agency workers as

well.

“The CWU should organise a
one-day conference to build a
campaign, backed with industri-
al action, to improve working
conditions for all call centre
workers in telecoms.”

BILL STEPHENS, CWU
Bristol

“We are not

generally a

miilitant bunch,

we are not

wildcat strikers.

We have tried to
resolve it but BT
just don’t seem
interested, we
have been left
with no
alternative but to
take action.
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50p
solidarity
price £1

what we

% Implement the trade
unions’ demand for a £5 an
hour minimum wage as a

step towards a £7 an hour or

£280 a week minimum
income (based on the
European Union decency
threshold), with no
exemptions.

* Reject Welfare to Work.
For the right to decent

benefits, training or a job for

all without compulsion.
Policies for full employment
including:

- a 35-hour week without
loss of pay.

- a massive public spending

increase for health, housing,

education, childcare, leisure
and community facilities.
% Employment protection

rights for all from day one of

employment.

% Scrapping the anti-union
laws. Trade unions to be

democratically controlled by

members. Full-time union
officials should be regularly

elected and receive the wage

of the average worker.

% Free, high quality
education for all from

nursery to university; with a

living grant.

% Rebuild the National
Health Service, free at the
point of use and under
democratic control.

affordable rents.

% Investment in a cheap,
accessible, integrated and
environmentally friendly,
publicly owned transport
system.

% For the right to asylum.

The scrapping of the Asylum

Act and of all racist laws.
% An end to police

harassment. For the abolition

of the Criminal Justice Act.
% An end to discrimination

and prejudice on the grounds
of race, gender, sexuality and

disability.

* For solidarity of the
European working class. No
to Maastricht, oppose the

bosses’ European Union. For

asocialist Europe.

% Take into public
ownership the top 150 big
companies, banks, building

ELVIS SHOWS his support on the Wood Green picket line.

* Nop rtne
deﬁe d;
‘the u

s,_mdepgndent union aeﬂon to

Subscriptions

‘ Uintroductory offer - 5 issues: £2.50
| Q12 issues: £7.50

Phone for a standing
DG months: £15

order form, or to pay by

Name
Address

U1 year: £30 credit card.
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Piease make cheques payable to Socialist Publications.
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societies and privatised
utilities that dominate the
economy under democratic
working=lass control and

mar Comp
to be pald on the basis of
proven need.

% Campaigning to form a
new mass party of the
working class.

% An end to the rule of
profit, for a socialist society
to meet the needs of all.
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