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- SOLIDARITY WITH ALL POLITICAL
PRISONERS

nth- defend political status

sth— defend portlaocise hunger
strikers



CUOVERIMEATSY

to 'save jobs'

During the negotiations leading to acce
=ptance by the I.C.T.U. of the latest
NWA, the main carrot held up to workers
and enthusiastically dangled before
their eyes by the Trade union leaders
was the £50millon job creation scheme.
This was to be operated by governement
agencies,but details of how the monev
was to be spent were at all times vacue

While the ballot on the terms of the
dgreement was beling carried out in the
T.Us movement,the mangment in the (lov
—er Meats Group announcing plans
for rationalisation. The Clover meats
plant in Limerick was to close along
with the Donmelly's plant in Dublin.
and 30 workers were to join the dole
queues. Talks between management and
unions took place at a fierce rate,
with union representatives promising
all sorts of concessions including
withdrawing from the. bers the right
to strike,if only the Clover bosses
would keep the plants open-even with
a wvastly reduced workforce. At the
same timethe government was keeping
an eye on the situation and in March
announced that in the interests of
saving jobs, it was to grant through

Government con-trick

the Jgricultural Credit Corporation
and the 1.D.A, 2.4 million pounds

to Vliever. One day after this anmmounce
mentelover let it be wown tnat they
$till intended to sell the Limerick

ad Mublin plants—gyen with the Gov-
ernedt they could noet rescue the

two plants. Yet we were told by the
big farimng organisations and the

board of Clover that a Smority of 47
of the workers at the Limerick plant
were responsible for the bad finmancial
position of the company. The main act
-ion by the workers which is said to
have brovsht the gitugtion to g climax.
is a goglow and later ‘unofficial pich
¢t in February. These took place be-
cause of Clover's breach of a product-
ivity deal negotigted in I972,vwhen the
then General Manager Micheal Collins
iggwed an ultimgtum to the strikine
pork butchers..."go back to work or
I'11 close the plant™. Yet,when Clov
-er  were given total grants of £2.4m
they stated thev neaded at least this
amount arain 1f they wers to remain
viable. Remaining viable in thiz con-
text entailed closing the Limerick and
Dublin plants.

Thus we see that the Goverm *nt"in the
interests of saving jobs"invests &
couple of million pounds in Clover,lys
an indication ol how the £ 50m allog~
ated to provide jobs is to be used? In
thix vase job provision amounts to g
pledse to put over Xworkers on the
ol !

If a real job creation scheme is to be
developed. it can only be done by the
10TV fighting for the retention of jobs

that ate ‘h.oatened

that are threatened such as those in
Clover and_pot by the met ods used
by trade union officials in this case.
To do so would be to accept the implie
ations that " small group of workers
are responsible for the crisis",

Clover Meats is renowned even in’big
farmer circles which are the main
suppliers of pigs and livestock for
processing, for lmd mamgement and inm
effiency. The only method which can
save jobs.is the one which places the
trade unions in control of workers
jobs, They must examine the situation
from the workers interests and not

the Pfirms viability", If there is

not sufficient work available for all
those employed, the answer is not to be
found in rationalisation.... but in the
gharing of all work with ne loss of
pay.

If the Clover Co.— pperative cannot
operate effeciently, then grants being
made available should be given to those
who are really interested in saving
jobs.

LIMERICK BRANCH MSH,

In the accademic year I976/77 as
wider layers of students began to feel
strongly the effects of Government cut-
backs in third -kevel,the abscence of a
leadership capable of mobilising studens
against the cuts,;-o:s more and more app
-arant. Instead of fighting for united
campaigns, the perspective of the U.5.1.
leadership leaves the wvast majority of
students isolated and demoralised amidst
growing confusion as to how to take the
fight foward.The present dymasty within
UV.5.1.,while admitting the need to fight
the cutbacks,provides no coherent strat
=ggy for doing this. Their attitude ;-
that defence of students present living
gstandards and conditions means implicit
acceptance that they are considered ad-
-equate allows them to comtinue to pose
comprehensive financing of education as
the central demand at this time.

r nt rugele

Such positions show their complete
lack of interest in mobilising students.
The method of current officiers in USI
is that of lobbying public representat
ives and members of college governing
bodies. Student mobilisations are reducd
to gestuures. A clear example of their
approach was the demonstration on the 3.
t’ March. This march was a great morale
booster for those students who took part
in it and couldhave been a good beginn-
Ang to an ongoing national campaign.In-
-stead it became the end of the camp
aign for the majority of students as
this mobilisations to no further im
itiatives.The apologies at the meeting
for the disturbance of traffic, which
were the highpoint of the address made
by Eamonn Gilmore president of USIis is
an indication that for the USI leader-
ship,this demonstration was just one
more gesture.So in the the
continuing of these type ng mlﬂt-l'lt-
-ions sow the seeds of demoralisation
and destroy the confidence of the stud-

students build a
fighting opposition

-ents in the possibility of
<oyl . Yy successful
The fruits of this: demoralisa.
Lion can be seen in the results of elace
ions for sabbatical positiens in many
Student Unions were "non-political™ and

"anti-Political™
= ' candidates are swe ping

At the moment the priority for student

tants must be the of al
mative leaderships at colleg: and u:::_
nal level., To do this and to break out

of their present confusion and demorglq

sation bv uniting in own their own colk
eges.This process must begin around
issues which are relevant to  gtudents

a5 students and as part of socliety .,

This will mean the stting up  -action
%amund student issues,opposition
to the erosion of civil liberties,
defence of womens rights and support for
trade union and workers struggles.The-z
are the necessary and sufficient issuss
which lay the basis o which student
militants must unite in order to launch
a fightback.This would the first step to
-wards working out a perspective for opp
osing the cutbacks and the stru
ggles of students with struggles of oth
er sectors in societ. Civil Liberties,
Womens Rights are issues not just tagged
on for appearance sake but are NEcessa,
ry to break the isolation of students
which is a necessary pre-requisite for
defeating the demoralisation of students
and achievement of amy victories.

i

These action groups must fo I.h;l'ﬂi

to win the leadership of thum:tudum
Movement not by setting themselves wp
in opposition to existing student org=
anisations but intervening in them and
democratising their structures in order
to make capable of mobilising students.
While the groundwork for a socialist
alternative to the poli-ies and methods
of present student leaders need to be
hlililt at local level, the groups im var—
~lous colleges must link up on a nat-
ional ‘scale. This is vital in order to
end the bureaucratically maintained
fragmentation of the student move-

:tﬂﬂt M:ﬂﬂ provide an alternative lead-

The coming together of stud-
ent militants inte Jm.t:ﬂr;m
capable of loading the mass of stud-
ents in the struggle aginst the cuts is

the way of breaking out of the vicious

circle of demoralisation and defeat.

In the
we outl]
Tthe e
Six Lo
ecrials
the de
S CT LM
TROOPS
taken

in par
a ghet
ial at
look &
raised
can be
Since

igh tr
area o
presen
ed vig
over t
latest
was 5p
regime
fron t
able t
peErlen
Queen"
ige Arn
demand
the <o
TV was
the wo
tried

few m
Ope e
yeAar o
not s
whie T8



T R

In the laszt isswe of SOCTALIST REPURLIC
we outlined the central developments in
the new resurgence of strugele in the
Six Counties, pin-pointing the deep
crizis of imperialist perspactive and
the developing response by increasing
sections of the anti-unionist masses -
TROOPS OUT!I The exemplary initigtives
taken in this call by the people, and

in particular the womem of Turf Lodge -
a ghetto in West Belfast- were given spec-
ial attention. In thiz article. we will
look a little more closely at the is=ues
raised by that struggle, and how best it
can be developed.

Since the previous article appeared, Brit-
igh troops have been expelled from the
area on a number of occasions. At the
present time of writing., women have formm-
ed vigilante groups and are keeping puard
over the area night after night. This
latest demonstration against the troop=
was sparked off by the arrival of a new
regiment = Queen's Own = to take over
fron the Paratroopers. Apparently un-—
able to learn any lessons from the ex-
periences of their predecessors, the
Queen's Own soldiers attenpbed to organ-
ise an illegal door-to-door ‘census?,
demanding answers to guestions about
the colour of curtains, or whether the
TV was colour or black and white. When
t-hE WOIEE miugtﬂ o answernr, tl'll:' Erlth
tried to make some Arrests, and when a
few more people came on to the soens,
opened up with plastic bullets. A 13
year old boy was struck down, luckily
not fatally, at almost the same spot
where a boy of similar age, Brian
Stewart. was murdered & months agq.

The Brits hastily withdrew from the
area, and the local women threatc_m-d

to set up permanent harrltadﬁﬁ if

they returned.

SIGNIFICANCE OF NEW STRUGGLES

The present attepqpt to recreate No—Uo

in Turf Lo dge and other ghettoes.
is clear evidence that these stnu:;lu
are not Wimply angry eutbursts against
partiouls'r instances of British blr'utn.l-
ity. but represent a deep expression of
the militant consciousness n{ the anti-
unionist Masses reasserting itself after
a long period of relative quie scence.
The fundamental tendency of the struggle
gince 1969 has beenthe determination of
the anti-unionists to uplrate_t.‘rumclvea
from the institutions of the Six County
state. This determination to decide
their own destiny, has never been ll.qst,,
reflecting as it does the underlying
consciousness of the rqlainl:nm:. and is
coming to the fore &galn with its dom—
inant method - mass struggle,

Thus the people of Turf Lodge, who rep-

, are repeating many

tendency advies 1972
of the tactics used and learnt during

the internment swoops of 1971 and the
period before Operation Motorman. Bin-
1id bashing. whistles, temporary barric-
ades, night-timeZvigils by bonfires are
the most usual. i

these militants canot succeed in inflict-
ing s permanent defeat on the British
Ocoupation forces, their struggle so
far has been characterised by their ab-
ility to constantly try and force the
troops out of the area whenever they
try to come in again by taking down

the barricades.

TURF LODGE —

the way forward

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES WITH 1972

This indicates the degree to which the
situation has chanesed when British troops
made theur appearance on the streets of
the & Counties B years aego, and in part-
icular since the no-go days of I97I-72.
With the total absence of perspectives
following the abolition of Stormomt 5
years ago, and consequent decline in
mass activity, the removal of barricades
in Derry's Bogside and parts of Belfast
durine Operation Motorman, with hardly

a spark of resistance, was a definite
reverse for the anti-unionist masses,
and consequently the Irish working

class as a whole, and allowed Brit-

ain to proceed to set up Sunningdale

and the power-sharing executive.

Thus, Motorman was an illustration of
Fritain's relative political strensth
and room for manoeuyre in Ireland.

Today Britain's room for mandcuvre is
much smaller and the rising Catholic
militancy. expressed abowe all in Turf
Lodee, presents it with a much greater
challenge to its authority. This central
factor, combined with the growing rul-
ine=class uncertainty in the 26 Counties
gives great opportunities to the anti-

imperialist forces and provided these

are taken, gives us optimism as to Cha
future development of the struggle.

NEW PROBLEMS FOR THE MASS MOVEMENT
But precisely because of this, there is
areal fear and uncertainty among the anti-
unionist masses over how to proceed.
In Turf lodee. the people are fully
aware of the tendency of their local

e

In fact, both these guestions boil down
ultimately to one: lmr_ind._ﬂ{h_thu_iu:
‘ 4 Tidarity

bui th o in
order to generalise the experiegge?

S0 far these Militants have been .left to
their own devices, receiving no support
from other areas of the & Counties or
the Republican leadership of the mti-
imperialist struggle, or the s aller
forces of the revolutionary left. The
danger of demoralisation is thus a real
one - already the orgamisation which or-
iginally initiated events - the Mother s
committee - has collapsed. Although in-
dividual militants of the Provisional
movement are involved. mo initiative at
all has been taken by the Provisionals
as an organisation. In Republican News
{ 2), in an article on 'Anti-Imper-
ialist Unity?!,. Peter Dowling makes -the
point : " when a strugele erupts like

in Turf Lo , attegpts. should be . made .to
set up "resistance' committees broader
than the Republican movement itself.

In this way, we can take the lead in

making people 'see! the need for such
bodies as the People's Assemblies”™

ROLE OF THE REPUBLICANS

The problem is of course rather differ— y
ent; whether the Republican movement
likes it or not, the people will them-
eselves, spontaneously, out of necessity.
set up forms of organisation to direct
strugeles. It is not up to the Repub-
lican movement to determine who should

be included in these structures and who
should not, but it is absolutely essent-
ial that the Republican movement serigus-
ly participates with 3 perspective of
building them around a plan of actiom.

The immediate task, and the only way to
reactivate democratic structures in Turf
Lodge, is to demonstrate to the people
that they are not on their own, that all
over the & Counties and the 32 Counties
there are countless militants who are

in favour of driving out British troops.
For example, it should be possible, it
iz certainlY necessary, for a support
committee to be set up in Dublin to
begin rallying the southern masses to
solidarity in the Turf Lodge. More spec-
ifically, the far-left groups in the new-
ly formed anti-imperialist committee in
Belfast must develop a co—ordinated plan
of action themselves for Turf Lodge -
the first stage in this should be build-
ing suppert in all areas of Belfast and
the & Counties which, sre anti-unionist.
This article is a continuation of the
first one in SO0CIALIST REPUBLIC - the
next issue of the paper will dewelop

the theme further - the struggle for

Iﬂii-’;ﬂ_ﬂ_.ﬂﬂl 5t UNLEY.
MIKE PINTER
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PORTLAOISE PRISONERS

LEAD THE
FIGHT !

On Sunday last.outside Portlaoise Pri-
EXTL WE SEAW A VLCIdOls .a!::_*::'p'_ by the
Sguthern state "security " foreas the
gardai.teo intimidate and smash the stre
fnzth of campelen to demand polliri
FLfNCy 10 The :"I_.F_:-l' -\.'r'i_lu'- The oo
alition recognises onlv too well t
the strenghtening of this campaien

Lty axtension to other izsuss wh «
have beean raised on a natienal level.
could pose a porential major threat
not simply th their present policies
but to the stability of the Coalition
itself. '

For Cooney,the policey most central has
been that of isolating and criminglis
ing the organised Rejublican movemsnt.
In erder for the Coalition to maintain
and strenghtenits collaboration with
Imperialism,. it has been crucial for
them to open wide the rift between the
and the southerm working class. The crv
of relinguishing democracy in order to
de feni democracy has bee loud. Scores
of Republicans have been condesmed to
long prison sentences for"crimes ™
which have mever been proved agaln=t
them. The Special Criminal Court has
done its job well; itn has put the seal
of legality on a"method of justice"
which uses elements of internment
without trial. Hundreds of Republican-
are now incarcerated in Portlacise for
no other reason, then that their exista
ance in freedom threatens the stability
of the Southern satateand the wealth an
and might of British Imperialism

IMPERIALISM™S JUSTICE
Last week in Belfast,5 vounz people

3 mn and 2 women were s¢ nptenced to a
total of 55 vears in prison, for posess
ing a rifletIn the South .of the 20
hunger strikers at preseat in the Curr
Curragh hospital,2 are remand priscners
4 more have been imprisoned for IRA mem
bership on the word of a superintendant
-all have been found guilty in the
Special Criminal Court- which even in
bourgeois legal terms is no conviction
at all] In one month time & members of
the IRSP satnd trisl for a"crime" for
which they have clearly been framed

by the southern police.

There are at present IS00 men and women
in Irish and British jails .North . Soub
South ad in Britain, the obje’ .iv of
the bourgeois has been to pin the
label of * crimmal "™ on all active
republicans and thereby crimglising in
itself the right of the Irish people to
organise in the srrugele for self- de
=ermination.

i T,

This has been a situation which hass
repeated itself over and over in southk
-ern Irish history.firstly under the
British, then under Cosgrave in the 20's
and De Valera in the 3 's. The objecti
-ive was then and still is to drive a
wedee deep exploiting the weakness of
the R publican movement. with supressiom
intimidation and violence backed up wih

with Energency Powers which do net dir
ectly affect the masses ..To splinter
the organised politicalmovement from

the concious aspirations of the masses
for an United Ireland.

The responsibility for the sucess of
this strategy so far in the present ph-
ase of the 3 ruggle, rests in part at
least on the refusal of the Provisional
leadership firstly,to fight openly for
troop withdrawal within the organised
labourmavement and secondly in its fail
ure to recognise in the face of a heavy
of fensive the need for AntiEFmperialist
unity im the fight to defend political
rights throughout the 32 counties., and
thirdly their failure ton take account
of the growing rift between the organis
ed republican movement and the messes
They should learn as did the militants
involved in the Murray Defence campaign
that the defence of the basic human .
rights of republicans in jail, the first
step to defending their political righe
does not depend on an anti-i' eriagli=t
concicusness or agreementwith the pers
pective of the provisionals.

, F B AN OFFENS
The Provisionals have chosen the right
time to go on the offensive in defence
of pelitical and democratic rights- the
potential for a fightback against state
repression is grater now than it has
been for some time now. But such a
fightback does not take place in a vac-
uum. It takesplace against the ba.clk-
ground of a strenghtening resistance
in the & counties to the troops an ext
ension of the fight for political righ
ts for prisoners throughout thr 32 cou
nties.

demand an independent

The political strenght of such a fight-
back is dependant of the ability of the
Anti-Imperialist movement to break out
af its isolation and as such it is cru
~cial that the Trade Union movement is
pressed hard to act on its official
opposition to repesssive legislation
and that the demand to openthe prisons
to an Independant enquiry led by the
Trade Unions ,is taken up at all levels
within the Labour and Student  movement
This musy be fought for along with the
demand for official support for the
mobilisations.

Secondly our task ss socialists and rep
ublicans is to raise withinthe the dif
-ferentstrands of the Anti=-Imperialist
movement itself,the immediate need for
an united offensive on political rights
to raise the demands...

FOR AN END TO ALL REPRESSIVE
LEGISLATION

END IMMEDIATELY THE 7 DAY DETENTION
FERIOD.

RELEASE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
FREE THE MURRAYS....NOW.
DEFEND THE HUNGER STRIKERS.

ABOLISH THE SPECIAL CRIMINAL COURT.

LOTTE _ PLUNKETT.

enquiry_ into all state
repression....to be led

by the trade union
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Socialist Republic has concerned it
self with the activities of the Irish
'i;‘-num:-il Liberties. since that bodiss
inception last year. As an article in
our NovemberI976 issue put Lts"This
body is of particular interest ta the
MSR.aince wo say that the only

to defeat the Government offensiye

is to launch a mass civil libertiss
Campaign. The question that =mpt

iz wether the ICCL can do this. n.

ThearawsT to that question has
since become clear: the ICCL coyld
a major force in launchine a mass
elvil liberties campaiegn. but its
leadership refuses to counten-
ance such a move,

The method of operation of the

ICCL leadership is a bureauocr—
atic.The executive has not been el-
ected by the membership, nor has
there been any serious attempt to in
volve the membership in decision-
making except “+r an hour of quest-
ions at a recent meeting. Also,the
constitution of the ICCL limits its

activities to the twenty-six counties
which 1s not only wrong in principle
but has the effe -t of mpintaining the
Sseparation of the main anti=-imperialis=t
organisations on an area whers unitvy is
easential.Svoporters of the Provisional
walked out when this clause was adopt=
ed while supperters of the Officials
were only to  happy to see them go. a=
were other reformists,

That the ICCL could brine substantial
forces onto the streets is clear from
the support which their public meetings=
have had. A rnr-H'in-; was held in Trilll.f]'
College we- the Emergency Powers Act
passed last August, drew an overflow ce
crowd of more than 400. A meetineg on
Capital Punishment some months later
was also well- attended. A members meet
=ing held recently, drew an sudience of
120, A high proportion of those attend-
=ing have been polivical activists who,
if given a principled lead, ~3uld co-
operate in the building of demonstrat=
ions that would take Cosgrawes mind
further plans for repression, for some
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OFFICIALS TURN
FURTHER RIGHT

¥Amidst all the complexities of the
sltuatron in the North,wes must repeat
again and again that the roots of our
evils in the North and the South is th
continued interference of Britain and
British Imperial interests in our aff
alrs..... it was Britzin that syztemat-
ically destroved the great native line
industry and left the North dependant
onBritagin and other foreign idustries
with no stake in the country"™. That
was Thomas Mac Giollas at the Sinn Fein
Ard Fheis in October I97I. Sinn Fein .
the workers party have come a long way
gince then. In a pamphlet issued recen
tly,"The Irish Industrial Revolution"
the wheel has turned full cirele the
blame for the underdeve gl .
Irish society is now the respon-
gibility of the Southern bourgeoisie
Added to this gem of historical anal-
ysis is the"fact" that the Southern
Bourgeoisie took political control

of the south in IS29,this being the pow

—erwhich "presided over the famine of
the IG40's. Put,you may ask,what about
the British landlord system?" Well
thats no problem because according to
the Officials by I845 the "landlord
was of course a Catholic strong farmer™
In the whole histerical section the
effects of British imperialist
control of the Irish ecenomy iz not men
tioned except to tell us that who emi
grated inthe T950's knew that "the
guilty men were not Britsh Imperial
ints™.

The publication of this pamphlet has
caused a lot of controversey;the
Communist party peper The Irish Soc-
jalist carried a full page reweiw in
both the March and April issues. Their
reveiver sums up his analssis with the
following;"In summary it can be said

that the document presents a two-nation
ist, economist,wversion of Irish history
typically social democratic in its den
ial of the importance of the National
Questionjand s0 at variance with all
thay Connolly, in whose name mich was
written, stood for.™ We can only say
that we concur with ihis conclusion.
But the gquestion must be asked, how have
the O0fficiapls come to their present poe
=ition?.

QLUT ION A H]
The officials now seem set to jettiszon
completely all the main elements of
their previous strategy. If the"Irich
Industrial Revolution ™ is anything to
go by. this "new turn " has breathtak-
ing implications. The farmine populat
=ion are now the"farming class ™ with=
out differentiastion, thus the prob-
lem of industrial development in Irel
=land, involves the elimination of the
farming population ..(make them
moblie, outwars to use an eupphim—
ism among economists) in erder to
make agriculture more productive.
But this solution. ( the credit for
this brainwave should go t [r. Mans—
holt, architect of EEC policey and not
Eamonn Smyllen)presupposes a classic
economic devolopment{eg Btitain) and
and takes no account of how Irelands
subordinate relationship to the British
market has warped our agricultural dev-
elopment.It amounts te a crude copy of
what every second-rate bourgecis econ-
omist has been proposing for yearsjie
the ¢l mination of the small farmer
and the buildup of the large ranches.

IE RANGING IMPLICATLONS
gar economism does not stop
at the gquestion of smail farmers: "Our
party is not going to join in with the
gombeen fishermen in themwaving of the
Green Flag over Irish waters. We do not
accept that those opposed not equipped
to fish our seas have a right to owmers
-ship of them™ The pamphlet continues
with a re-assessment of the EEC. In
1971Tomas Mac Giolla had this ti say;
"this (the EEC) is the greatest immed

iate threat which faces Irish peop
le. It is one wnich must defeated if
we are to retain right and the cap
-ability of ng the struggle for

owlTh on/ ﬁl.
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What Role Gan The L.C.C.L. Play ?

conalderable time.

The leading figure in the ICCL 1s
Kadar Asmal,a senior law lecturer in
TCD. Though possessed of personal cour
are and organising - ability, his ;'-ull._l.‘
fcal perspective is caxsentially relorm
ist. We co—operated with the ‘i.H.L._P in
the period leading up to the Sunninc=
dale Aereement (see the Fall of the N.1l

COUNCIL FOR ACTION ..

Executive by Paddy Devlin p.41 )

At a trade union protest last year
against the Criminal Law Juris=diction
Aill. he indicated that he would supp
such a measure in a Sunningdale-type
context.

In an article entitled "The case for a
Council of Civil Libertiss "(Hibernia
27 Fabruary I976), Asmal wrote that he
did not wish such a body to be "a dis
creet lawyer-dominated group which
makes polite represenr =ions to Minist-
ers and writes occassional letters to
the President. Yat, just owver a @ =as
later,at the March 26th mesting,we find
Terence Mc Cavghy,a leading ITCL exec=
utive declaring that they see
themselves as an "intelligent lobby"=
along the lines of the A.C.L.U. in the
USA snd the NCCL in Britain.Other bod
ies can do the protesting he said.
conveniently ignoring the fact that no
other orgaksed bodies exist. Why must
the USA and Britain (where civil liber
ties are much more secure ilaa here)

be slavishly idmtsted?

At this same meeting. it was pointed
out that althoush reports of Prizon
Visitors . "c1i =es are supposed to be
available to the public some buresuoc-—
ratic reasen is always given Tor their
nen-availability. A revolutionary res-
ponse to this would be "Right.. lets
have twenty people down at Portlacise
jail on Monday demanding to see their
report™. But,no Asmal's response was:
"We'll get a question asked about it
in the Dail™. Now there ig mthi.ng W=
principled about posing such s tactic
but such tactics should complement mot

substitute for,militant mgss action.

This incident giwes a clear indication
of the perspective of the ICCL's burean
—cratie leadership. Another facet of
that perspective is a reluctance to
take a stand on unpopular issves.like
the Murrays.(At the August 976 meeting
John Mulcahy was the only speaker out
of eight, to mention the Murrays - to
thunderous applause from the floor. )
Rather the leadership prefers less
unpopular issues .. the Dalkey SCHOOL
project  censorship in the Arts.. 511
of which are important in themselves
but which at that peint in time were
not thulcentnl issues of the day.
Repressive legisaltions and conditions
In Prisons were passed off quite quick
=ly and no mention was made of the hung
er strike sim ltaneously taking place
at Portlaoise Prison.

As last issue stated : ™ No one
under any illusion that the bure:;:c:t
ic luderfh.ip of the ICCL wishes to a4
I]_l;c:m“hﬂm demand through direct
- Pp-
orters of the ICCL do not se :
ment and the courts as the ﬂ:ll:.-:ﬂ:l
where effort should be directed. It is
thn!'afun important to find ways of pl
~aclng before the supporters of the
ICCL. the perspective of public m:tinn
b oo amuﬁt&m“;: Hpﬂt::‘m polic
. screet behind clo
ed doors lobbying " Thie is a major x

task fm:int revolutio
period ghead. Sanies

AN SEABHAC SIULACH.
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british imperialism -
strategy and tactics

in

northern ireland

There has not been much arguement o
confusion in recent times over the fact
that the British ans 26co gove rmments
share an unflinching desire to step up
the level of state repression. 4t the
same time however,the impression con-
stantly given in the press,T.V. and
radio that this is an occassionalls
over-zealous reaction to the evil para
military violence.We will try to show
in this article that this is not the
casea and that the asimilar false im-
pression is creates,based on a series
of quarter- truths,that the lovalists
are deeply split and only retain supp
ort because of the continiung violence.

MASONS MANOEUVRES

The biggest and most dangerous mystif-
ication that is put across is that the
British government really wants a retuen
to power sharing and thatn it is trving
to use security policey as a lever
which can make such a government accept
able to ths loyalist base.It is true th
at Secretary of State, Mason occasion-
ally makes statemeny. to this effect,par
ticularly whwn he wants to get Gerry Fit
Fitts vote in a crucial House of Commons
tivision or when there is a nedd to calm
down the justifiably nervous Cosgrave
quislings. He -an however be just as
keen, if not keener, to mollify Lovalist
complaints. Thus he recently explained
to Bill "shhot to kill "™ Craig, that his
after dinner statement at Westminister
in which he said there would not be a
return ©0 a4 one party state " was "off
the cuff"(!) and that while he wanted
agreement” between the two northern
communities on a future devolved govern
ment,he has"frequently emphasised that
the government is not going te lay down
hard and fast rules about how such an
ot 15 to be arrived at or what
0ild take™. (Irish Times Mar.
words, it is clear that
when we strip the humb-g and hypocrisy
from Masons arguement we find he is say
ing to the Loyalisvs: " if we can get
the croppies to lie down you can have
whatever type of government you want™
WPTZMINISTER LOYALISTS PLAY HARD TO GET.
It is "flexibility™ such as this which
partly explains the differences both be
tween the Westminister Loyalists them—
selves and the frequent complaints made
about their behaviour by their grass-
roots supporters. This was shown very
~Yearly in the days befor- the Tory

no- confidence motion when the Labour
government was saved by a pact with

the Liberals and some Loayalists ab-
stentions. Once again we have o cut
through the patently false picture
painted by the bourgeois press , which
first of all played up the promise give
by the government to increase Six-co.
(i.e. Loyalist) representation at Westm
minister only to shoot this concession
down by saying it was not going to happ
en until I984.The commitment to re-stru
cture local governemnt after the coming
May elections was either overlooked,
played down or ignored.

This is not to say that all the bourged
sie and its agents have failed to real
ise what is going on. The Britlsh

"quality™ paper "the Sunday TimesMetrd

¢d in its Mar. 27 issue that " these
were already large concess ions from a
Labour governemnt™ but added more OMin

ouslyv*there were other discussions as
well™, To back these statements,it gout
ed Lovalist Westminister leader
Molyneaux as ziving " There is not that
i difference between what they
{Labour) are offering s in privateand
what the Tories are offering us publicly
In a situation where there has besén a
pronounced swing to the right in Britain
alded and alx *ted by the Callaghan gover
nment and the abject collapse of labour
"left"reasigtance,a return of an extreme
right-iing Tory govermment is almost
inevitable by the end of the year.

lready the Liberals are hedging their
bets and the Tories have won another
bye-election with a swing of over I7%
Thair candidates main slogan was™stop
I"misration and the fascist National
Front gained just under 9% of the vote
in an area witth a tiny black popul-
ation. Because of the fact that Labour
has prepared the ground for such an ocg
urance,it would be gquite wrong to say
that it is only a Thatcher-Neave gov
ernment that would go all the way for
the Lovalists. Any Westminister admin-
istration has to find a wey to come
down on the Catholics,stopping the
decline of the S5.D.L.P-which is caus-
ed by its tougher security policies
and open consessions to Loyalist re-
action-and keeping the 1id down on the
south. In other words,it has to
extingiush the aspirations of the dpp
ressed Irish masses in order te bolster
the partition settlement it tinkered
around . with in the I960's., Te cover
up these moves to a Loyalist take-
over Imperialism seeka to disguise

the significance of each concession

- a good example is the seemingly harm-
less proposal to reform local govern-
ment ,

e

STRENGTHENED LOYALIST LOCAL COVERNMENT

Since early I975 there has been a semi-
undercover campaign conducted by loyal-
ists at all levels to give the local
councils back all the powers taken from
them in I97I. Under the terms of the
MacRery Report many of the powers they
exercised over education, health services,
etc. were transferred to Stormont. DBe-
fore this could become fully operative
however Stormont was abolished in 1972
80 that, with the continuing failure

to construct a stable alternative to

the collapsed power-sharing executive,
the councils elected in I973) were
stranded with next to no powers.

On top of this the balance of forces
within Unionism has shifted dramatic-
ally to the right. In I973 the Faulk-
merites still had a lot of support

and the lovalists were neither well
organised nough, or aware of the

depth of their support, to contest

these elections. The alactions due

to take place in May of this year

will redress this imbalance. As

part of the build-up for this campaign
the loyalists have contemptuously reject-
ed the humble plea to sign a declar-
ation that they will not practice dis-
¢rimination and the Paisleyites have
been prominent in various sectarian
campaigns: exXamples range from the deni-
al of .unds to GAA clubs to closing
golf clubs on Sundays. It can be ex-
pected that they will be in flerce com—
petition with the Official Unionists in
particular for the control of these
councils,

LOYALIST DIVISIONS

The divisions within loval ism centre ar-
u:nd Thu can best defend the Northern
Statelet, Paisley, for e

orted the “integr:tiun wiﬁqﬂrlih::ﬁp-
line for a long time but once he saw the
break-up of Unionism and the chance he
has of becoming undisputed loyalist
leader he took up the demand for the
return to Stormont in order to gain ex-
tra support. Similarly the Official
Unionists ( most recently through Moly-
neaux's administrative devolution prop=
©sals) now give more importance to the
question of local government. Support
for this campaign is building up: even

‘MacRory, the architect of the reform,

goes along with it. His plan is to cen-
tralise a new system around theee loyal-
ist contrelled councils based in Belfast,
Coleraine, and Craigavon., Thus the Cdih-
olic majority west of the Bann. is again

to be deprived of even the chance of

exercising power. Something the se
lines w1l be the initiative
by Callaghan for after May.
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HlSlS IN THE SI]I.P- devlin, mallon,

cooper - force them into united
sctioN aganst the brits

last six months we have

P essed an increasing number of

o icts within the SDLP, They

W entred around the question of the
W ieh presence and the policy
pestminster govérnmant

Their last

N ofarence revealed the extent of the
ieisions when almost half_of the_deleg-
o5, and a majority of the ex-Convent-
o embers, voted for a British with-
wroal. It is nat enough for anti-im-
_'1'“,._5_111553 to gloat over the prohlems

% -ing the SDLP. Very close attention
_:ﬂ be paid to these developments if
Jdvantage is to be taken of this crizis
. that the resistance can be strength-
sed and the influence of the SDLP over
Large sectors of the nationalist comm-
'_'.".i.f:"' Carn blf' 'hmken.

aper the

=] "l!lh
il
{ [he

. the UWC strike.

divis L

THE NATURE OF THE SDLP

The SOLP emerged following the upsurge
57 the Civil Rights movement seWeén years
gre, The Nationalist Party, which had
previously won the support of Northern
nathalics on the basis of trying to
ichisve a United Ireland in the far off
future, collapsed into irrelevance.
5

| "wards broadening this struggle
||and accelerating the crisis inithe

;g

TE ELECTIONS: FOCUS FOR ANTL -IMPERIALIST
INITY

It would be a disastrous mistake if “the
anti-imperialist forces boycotted the
local goverment dlections. There "have
been many encouraging signs recently,
~anging foom the formatiom of the Irish
front in Derry to the struggles of the
Turf Lodge women against the British £
irey, that a new rise in the atrl:lgll!
of the Catholic masses is beginning.
" united anti-imperialist election
campaign would go part of the way

SILP,  Furthermore it would be able

0 clearly focus on the two prongs

of the current British strategy:

“he stepping up of repression.ad the .
Teturn to the loyalists of the powers
they exercised so viciously before 1968.
‘rless the struggles of the minority can
e broadens’d there exists a great danger
that they will dissolve im fristration
Al despair., Since 1972 the repressive
‘orces of the §ix County state have
“lowly recovering from the hamme
Tn?'v.”'-‘ffi?tﬁ after October I96B.

Titish Imperialism oversees the next
“1°F on that Woody path the anti-im—
Perialist forces must use the limited
“PPOrtunity they have now been givenm

.0 SPearhead a fight-back. If they

fail ;
m”_‘_"h* consequences will be very ser-

Uismaxp ' 1
RETURN T0 Iogsy ;

DAVIY cappg

The minority wanted reforms immediately
but the repression directed by the RUC
and the British Army taught large sect-
ors of the mass movement that no reform
was possible within the 6 County state-
let and that it was necessary tg drive
out the British Army and abolish part-
1tion as a precondition for social
change. Other sectors of the wovement,
who argued that it was possible to ref-
orm the statelet through parliamentary
methods, combined to establish the SOLP.
Since its formation it has:tried vo walk a
a tightrope, balancing between the dict-
ates of the British government and the
aspirations of the Catholic masses

whose support it needs. This role of
mediator between the British govern-
ment and the Nationalist masses flows
not just from its policies but alse

from the social grpuping on which it

is based - the Catholic middle classes -
the small businessmen, teachers ete. who
also suffered from discrimination but were
fearful of the revolutionary implications
of the mass struggle.

NO REFORMS - LESS ILLUSIONS

The SDLP managed to retain its influ-
ence over broad sectors of the Catholic
working class because it seemed to many
of them that it would really be possible
to reform the & Counties. The British

government thought that by economic expansionreal action.

in the North over a whole period enough
jobs would be created to end the high
levels of unemployment awomgst Catholics
and integrate them into the central sect-
ors of the economy., SDLP participation
in government was supposed to ensure that
capital coming into the North would be ev-
enly diy_ ibuted to all areas so that
Catholics would have a chance of "getting
on" rather than be discriminated against
purely on the basis of their religion.

But the long-term downturn in the world capit

ist eccmomy - which has hit Britain part-
1:ullrl;r severely - laid the basis for
the fall of the structure which was des-
igned to carry out this policy, the power-
sharing executive. L’.Ilhia put an end to
possibility of "integrating" the Cath-
olics in the forseeable future so that it
has become increasingly clear to the min-
ority that no significant reforms are on

the way. This awareness is having the eff-

ot of strengthening their determination
:ﬂ resist the stepped-up Eritish Army rep-
ression and undermining their confidende
in the SDLP.
As a result one wing of the party led by
Gerry Fitt and John Hume

criticising the British
fuel the anger of

THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT AND THE SDLP

In the pericd following the suspension
of atﬂr;';'ut in February '72 British Im-
perialism succeeded in driving a wedge
between those sectors of the mass move-
ment who were consciously anti-imperial-
ist (the Republicans, the revolutionary
left etc.) and the nationalist masses.
The SDLP gained support from the Cath-
olics on the h:rixld ;f the promise ;f
r-sharing, arge sectors o
rlrrusn resistance were demobilised.
The anti-imperialist vanguard was not
politically prepared for this and be-
came more isolated from the masses.
The Provisionals turned towards pure
militarism while the Officials coll-
apsed into sterile economism. Now
that Britain can no longer offer the
carrot of reform and is forced to ally
with the stick of loyalism the anti-
imperialist vanguard is being given
a historic opportunity to link up
once again with the mass movement
and take its leadership from the
reformists.
The very people who voted for the
SDLP at the last elections will
be more sympathetic to mass action
anainst the troops. However they will
be looking to the SDLP for leadership
and Devlin, Cooper and co. will attempt
to substitute verbal condemnations for
The anti-imperialist
vanguard must force these fakers to put
their money where their mouths are.
If demonstrations are held around
the questions of prisoners, RUC and
UDR atrocities, Army brutality etec. f l!.
Paddy Devlin should be invited to
speak and give his support to these| '
activities, along with any other
SDLP supporters given to making
anti=British noises. Also if
United Fronts are formed around
specific limited demands (e.g.
withdrawal of a regiment from
a particular ghetto or the sett-
ing up of an ry into a
recent atrocity) these people
should be challenged to give
their ‘support.
Revolutionaries have no illusions
in the likes of Devlin and Mallon
but many Catholic workers have. Only by
forcing the SDLP leaders into united
action against the Brits can the anti-
imperialist vanguard effectively break
'their hold ever sections of the Cathelic
masses. If they refuse to
support genuine united actions they will
lose credibility; if they de participate
they will assist the anti-imperialist
vanguard in digging their grave through
the rebuilding of the massmovement,
which will make their constitutional
politics irrelevant.

DAVE COLLINS



The recent establishment of CURA. & Cath-
olic church agency set up by the bishops
te prevent women Trom having abortions
represents a mew attempt, following in
the footsteps of mumerous previous eff-
Grts. to pressurlse women at a time when
they are emotlonally insecure. CURA

1z & new departure for the Catholic church
L 4 ways:

I'i:! Foar the first time the church has
admitted that Irish women have abortions
as a solution to unwanted pregnancies.
(ii) CURA is trying to switch the axis
of the debate from a sphere where it

is alienated from its "flock™ - contra-
ception - to ome which is still abhorr-
¢nt to most Catholics = abortien.

ORCANISED COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

This retreat should not 1ull us inte dis=
traction from the church's continuing
operation designed ‘to withztind the
extension of Family Planning Services.

On the ideological lewvel the Catholic
press attempted to counter.the JHibearnia?
poll on contraception {(which showed

that over 60% of Irish people favoured
legislative change) by their own write-
in pell. This cross-section of Cathol-
ic fanatics voted (surprise! surprise!)
60F against the provision of legal
contraception. Nor should we feel that
the array of public epinion in faveur
contraception (includibg the Irish Lab—
our Party, Finme Gael, The Irish Associat-
ion of Soc.al Workers, § of the Irish
Medical Association etc. etc.) renders
the hierarchy's activities useless.

In Galway the opening of a Family Plan-
ning Clinic was prevented by bringing
pressure to bear on a solicitor who

had earlier offered hisz premiszes for

the service.

The attitude of the Irish Catholic church
towards female biology has alwavs been
that motherhood iz the natural role of
women and any interference in the process
of continuous procreation is'wicked and
sinful. They have done this by only all-
owing women two rigidly defined sexual
roles, as either whores or mothers. Wom=
én have been trapped in such definitiom
where real choice is non-existent, is
ebstructed by the denial to women of the
right to control their own bod®s . The
church realises that any steps towards
independence made by women medns that

in a situation where they cannot det-
ermine their reproductive capacities.
With 0,000 women officially on the

pill (13,000 of these receiving it free
through the health service) it is clear
that many Catholics are denying the
church's right to legislate in this ares.

A WOMAN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE V5. POPLTATICN -
CONTROL

The 2 Natlon secularizts im the govern-
ment and Dail have shown little will o
challenge the church, even when it opp-
oses the wishes of the vast majority of
the Irish people. In the April 4 issue

of The Irish Timgs Fr TFergsl O'Connor

Movement f
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urged the " changing (of) society so
that using contraceptives is no longer
necessary ™. This "necessityv" is the
same as that recorniged by Conor Cruise
U'Brien, when he arguss that we need
contraception because of overpopulation
but "overlooks™ the fact thatthhousands
of tons of food are destroved each year
to keep up market prices. The debate
betwean 0'Brier and FitzCerald on the
one hand. and Bishop Newman on the other,
kept the debate rigidly within this frame-
work. Neither side favoured the woman's
right to time her pregnancies. O0'Brien
called for the replacement of religsious
enslavement with enslavement to the
"needs of the economy™.

CHURCH AND STATE
The first pre-requisite for democratic

control on issues such as: contracpption,
divorce ,abortion ete. is to break the

CHURCH
LAUNCHES

ON WOMEN

link between the church and the stats.
A real opportunity to weaken that link
is provided by the-introduction of Mary
Robinson's bill in the Senate, supported
by the Labour Party. Labour must force
the government to place a whip on its
supporters to vote in favour of this kil],
It iz not a matter of the individusl

m ral conscience of deputies but rather
one of implementing socially necessary
legizlation., Mary Robinson's bill does
not at all answer the needs of thousands
of Irish women and only provides an ab-
solute minimum of provisions. If it was
passed it would have to be accompanied
by a financial budget which would be
used to finance clinic centres and
education programmes throughout the
Health Services at National and comm—
unity level.

SIDOBHAN DILLOX

CayTE EToM 'Flr&.

the reconquest of Treland by her peopla
But Today for the officials, things
have changed: ™ we do not eovisagewith-
drawal from the EEC as a prerequisite
of our economic plaw....we will force
the EEC to assist in the aim of Full
Emplovment™.

'_F!u_! sum total of these political pos-
itions is little more than the frame-
work of the politics of the Brigl.h
and Irish commnist organization..
(although the BIC) carried the losy:
of the positions thoough to their full
logic and have adepted openly pro-
Imperialist and counter-revolutionsry
stance. i

RIFT IN THE “UNHOLY " ALLIANCE ?

But while the CP has sharply critic-
ised thel Officials on a whole myaber of
counts, it has not beenable to e plain
the origins ad roots of these serious
political errors. We must go back to
the conceptioms which the Officials had
of the xopthern strysele to find one of
the main elements behind their prese
approach.For the st

for Civil rl;}?ﬁ?. . to demhiumtfum
Northernstate. Whem it was obvious that
the Northern state was irreformable and
the stragle for civil rights was taking
on a 32 :ounty dimension, the Officials
hung on to their old schems of a Stage
strategy. This saw their isolationas an
organisation.right down to their pres
ent position where their organisation
in the & counties is now a very weak
skeleton of its former self.Theu began
to see the struggle of the anti unionjg
populationas " sectarian”..and retrest
ed back to seeing the main problem as
one of uniting protestent and catholic
workers on any basis .Thus the
problwmwas sectarianism achieving
peace etc and the intervemion of
British Imperialism in Ireland

On & parallell level,the defe
the Officials incurred in nl::::if

the National struggle led them to see

OFFICIALS TURN RIGHT ..,

the econc@ic struzgle in the North and
the South as the only genuine and pure
s ruggle of the Irish working class.
"!'t':.j.a period in the evolution of the Off
iclnlalh.u seenthe strongest attack by
:];:slﬂhthﬁuiiﬁ_ci;ss oncivil liber-
e raditions of Repuhli
Through all this,the ﬂffi-ci.nlgu m::lﬂl
5to0d aside,directingtheir fire
against the plans of the Dublin .and
London govermments but against organis
ations like the Proves and the IRSP.
Their evolution has led them to take
up a whole series of ecoomist,reformist
and social ‘democratic positions,

CALGHT IN THE SAME LOGIC
'!.’er while the communist party crit
icise the officials for ignoring the
Hatmt_ul Question we must seriously
question the principle behidd their .
critique. The Cp holds the same stages
theory as the Officials. Their politic
al perspevtive ov er the past T or B
years has been very similar.In the Nor—
th their political projection while not
:a crude as Gardiner Place has had the
ame economist lesanings. Indee it was
the ex-CP ideoluges lf'h: Roy John=ton
who first gave the Officials the polit
ical schemas that have landed them
where there are today.

We might also ask wether the fight be
tween the CP and the Officials over
their respective "industrial® fields
has anything to do with the recent lev
el of polemic between the two organisat
~ions. Whavrver the motivation of the
CP in taking the Officials to task. the
debate only serves to illustratethe
bankruptey of stalinist pelitics...
and their total inadequacy when appli-
ed to the Irish Revolution. An inadeq
vacy which has left the Stalinist
organisations (the BICO and the Social
ist Party of Ireland) in the two-
nations camp and another verging on the

abyss. -
RUAIRI MAC NETLL, ‘a‘j
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FQUAL PAY:

WOMEN

TELEPHONISTS
LEAD THE FIGHT

o eayer one's opinion on the achievab~
- ..:. ol I_.‘:.I:;ﬂ_]_ pay in Ireland at the
__ sent time—wether one thinks that
P evstam can actually afford to pay
wvorkers or wether one thinks that

"ons acitation will push the system
" irs limits—=——everyone recognises

i sod for women to organise if anv

ig T & made i

oy
L !

OmenS movement, while Encourag ime
~men to unionise has different points
¢ yeiw on how to win women to trade
wions. Many feminists find themselves
fighting within the unions for recog-
irion of the need to srruggle for
ihe rights of women as workers. The
roblems that these women come up
yrainst, are very often indicators of
-hanges that are needed. These changes
aré vital within the trade unions as
3 whole if they are to be in any way
ffective as defenders of the working

lags.

yhat iz currently missing among women

n the vomens movement and amones women
in T.0t's iz a perspective with which
to ercanize them. Below are a number of
idess which could be taken up.

IRADE UNTON BIREAIDCRACY
The trade unior bureauocracy and the
\ undemocratic functioning of the unions

havelong pointed to byn women workers
who find, because of famly commitments
and their own lack of familiarity with
tureauscratic proceedures.. that the
very structure of the uniens 50 in
flexitle that it militates against its
ownl effectiveness.

Women frequently complain that meeting
tngs on the job are held .only once a
¥ear., that in many places there is
only one shop steward instead of g more
represetative  committee, that branch
wetings and T.U, courses are held
niles away from the workplace.so making
It diffienlt for women with children
to attend, Trade union burea.dcracy has

THE CENTRAL IMPORTANCE OF EQUAL PAY. _

In the telephonists struggle for axamp
-le,the go- slow last August was call-
ed off literally at the request of the
FUE as the workers were byn some ridic-
ulous logic charges with the responsib
ility for redundancies.

The significance of the telephonists
strike during March?7,was that it
flouted the NWA prohibition on indust
rial action on Equal Pay . and theref -
fore placed it alongside the other maj
or strikes and threatened strikes of
the period.. including theAirline
strike,the worker: in the ESB at Rings
send, the ilding workers.It also con
fronted the pay policey of the zovern
ment in the Civil Service. which has
placed an embargo on any pay increases

outside the NWA.

Yet. this strike was carried out on a
stop-e0 basis. AT no stage didl;ll
telephonists come out on a mtmr!;l
scale. despite the willingness of the
womento do so, Neither was there any
question of all POWU members striking
in sympathy with the = year old claim
of the telephonists. The false state
-ments of the labour minister for

Posts and Telegraphs.. were not counted

ered by the unions and it was and is
the womens movement who sought support

This article is a contribution from
a militant in the Womens movement.
Soclalist Republic s+es. it as the
first in & series of articles on the
question of Women workers. their self
organisation in the m‘.‘lrkrlq_{_c LF Ehee
unions, the need to build links be =
tween the womens movement and women
workers strugeling for equality.

We welcom= other contributions to
discussion .

PONL
FOUAL PaY
BISPUTE

wanted a higher basic rate was Irish
women United who are attemgéng to hold
a film tour of the country with the
film ¥ The Amazing Equal Pay Show ".
They have also pointed out by mass dist
ributionof Posters .. the true facts of
the case.

Such a coming to gether of women in the

wome s movement and women worksrs who are

fishting for their rights is a huge
step foward. But it would be g step
backwards if they split uo again after
the tour.. as they did in the egqual pay
igsus. And it would alzo be regretable
if women from different unions who come
together to support the telephonists
were not given a perspective to stay to

gether. A platform of the minimm demadds

of the womens movemenklinked to a set
of dema.csto democratise the unions so
g% to enable more women to join and par
ticipate,could provide the basis for

a contimuing unity of these women.

for the telephonists arounf the country
Faposing the lies of Cruige 0'Brien u-ha
attempted to suggest that the women

ilso been guilty of holdine angry work
"Ft back., of keeping .-a.‘l:]‘il'ﬂ.':l_-j-’ﬂ':l-.It
*4 and even of calling off strikes.

Foual Pay Without Further Delay !

WE WONT FORGET LIZ STUART
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SUUTH AFRICAN
VILITANT TOURS

IRELAND

fn June lé6th last wvear, in the Afric-
an township of Soweto, on the outskirts
of Johannesburg, a conflict broke out
between the hizh-school students, school
authorities, and the apartheid state
over the students' refusal to accept
Afrikaans as the official langauge of
instruction. The conflict quickly bloss-
omed into mass confrontations with Vor—
ster's police and army throughout all
the major cities and townships of South
Africa. It was only by the bloodiest
repression, with thousands killed by
the state forces, that the revolt of
blacks for their liberation has been
temporarily quelled.

Une of the leaders of the Soweto
Students Representative Council, which
organised the mass protests, Barney
Mokgatle, is at present touring through-
out the world, calling for solidarity
with the struggle in South Africa. Rec-
ently he did a number of meetings in
Ireland, where he was quick to see the
similarities between the Irish strugegle
and his owm.

Two meetings were held in Belfast.
The first, in Queens University, was
undoubtedly the largest meeting of in-
ternational solidarity seen there for
a long time. This was despite the fact
that it was during vacation; and, more
importantly, the Students Union Exec-
utive did all in its power to prevent
the meeting taking place. After origin-
ally agreeing to sponsoring the meesting
under the External Relations branch of
the Executiwve, writing out and produc-
ing a leaflet and booking a room a few
days before Barney was due to speak,
they then proceeded to cancel Tall meet-
ings' and duly removed the room—booking.
Moreover, Vice-President of the Union of
Students in Ireland (USI), Oabriel Scally,
who was advertised on the leaflet to
speak on USI policy on South Africa,
simply didn't turn up to the meeting.
Both the National Union of Students
(British equivalent of USI) and the USI
pride themselves en opposition to the

.'.1.]:"-:l..“1.'|‘.1‘.'ij I"E‘_ﬁj.rﬂ'h'.‘- but faced with a pos-
itive initiative and oppertunity to
demons trate 'F‘r.i.cti-i.‘ﬂ.lj-}' that ...1|:pq.:l."'rlfi.:-||.
they ran away .

Barney also speke at the 0ld Burnt
Cabin in Andersonstown, centributing to
a discussion of great importance o
militants both in Ireland and in South
Africa, - the relationship between the
struggle for socialism and national
liberation.

His final meeting in the Six Counties
was at Magee College in Derry, where des-
pite relatively low attendance a large
sum of mormey was collected for his exp-
enses and a solidarity committee set up.

Indeed, there are now three such com—
mittees in the North, formed through his
tour, indicating the broad suppert exis-
ting amongst anti-unionists for the black
liberation struggle.

Lively discussion followed Barnevy's
speech at Trinity College Dublin, and
the mood was one of enthusiastic comm—
ittment to the building of solidarity.
Amongst speakers from the floor, black
South African students (the majority of
the 150 attendance were black) made mam
sharp and informed contributions to dis-
cussion,

It was stressed by several speakers
that the struggle of the masses in South
Africa was the struggle of the working
class internationally for freedom from
oppression. In terms of how to express
solidarity, class action was seen as the
keyj; and this was made concrete in the
proposals for all-out trade union black-
ing of South African goods. Above all,
the focus of Jume lé6th - the anniversary
of the Soweto uprising - was seen as an
oppertunity in the period leading up to
i.t_uf fighting for trade union and student
union sponsorship of a mass demonstration
which would begin to raise the question
of South African solidarity widely within
the workers movement. y

Barney also spoke at meetings in
Limerick and at University College
Dublin.

The central task will be to plan a
campaign of co-ordinated activity around
June loth. Such a campaign should not be
confined merely to the Movement for a
Socialist Republic, who brought Barney
over to Ireland, and to other revolut-
ionary organisations such as Peoples
Democracy and the Independent Socialist
Party, whe contributed towards organis-
ing his meetings, but should include the
main anti-imperialist organisations in
Ireland.

It should alse include organisations
such as the .'|.f11_'1‘."l.pa.l"thl}id mavement,
representative mass bodies such as the
Trade Unions, Students' Dnions etc..

in effact all those for whom solidarity
with the South African black masses is
a political responsibility.

MIKE FINTER

portlaoise
protest
meeting
in ucd

A mgeting was recently held im U.C.D.
orgatiised by a number of individuals in
Sinn Fein and the M.5H. in order to high
light the struggle for decent conditions

currently waged by the twenty hunger -
strikers in Portlaoise Prison. All the
speakers emphasised that the demands
of the hunger - strikers wre for the
minimum conditions laid dowm by in -
-national bodies .Thus it was not nec -
-essary to share the political beleefs
of the hunger = strikers in order tg
suppoet them in their struggle,

An tAthair Piaras 0'Duill called
for an independant enguiry.Sean 0'Brad -
=aigh listed some of the people who had
been refused entry to the prison:pr,
Lennon, Bishop pf Nildare and Leighlin
the Bishop of Derry,Dr. Daly,Siobhain
Mc Kenna and Senator Mick_ ol Myllen
of the 1.T.0.W.U. Nora Connolly O
;":-III: #!ﬁ:r Itﬁﬂtl to break

of silence " sorrounding ¢
case both at home and abroad, ._.::,-
International werenow investigating
the case but this process was too sloy,

She also related to the meet
about how she spent five hours in t}j;:u
Dail and the Senate, trying to obtain
Slgnatures on a petition which calls
for a public enquiry into the conditions

in Portlacise.Five signatu were all
she collected, thoge ;gfmth:: Senators
and two T.D's.At the end of the meeting
f:gl Hurley,Civil Rights Officler of
ﬁ-;.:- Etudent; Union and member of the
+3R. praposed that a further meeting
should be held immediately after the
Easter break to organise a student con-
=tingent for the demonstration to Port-
~lacise on April I7th.. He also recomme.
-nded that an enquiry should be held
which would be independant of the Govern
rnt and the State,but instead should be
aunched under the auspices of the Trade
Unions invelving reputable mass organis
ations in order to Prevent a whitewash
affair. The meeting endorsed both prop=
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et

to resist

[n recent mont hs statements have

veen issued from nany quarters on the
ruture of NWA 's. On more than one
accassion, the ITGWU and more espec-
ially its wvice president, John Carroll
has expressed reservations on their val
o te workers . If even after 6 years
of NwAts,this reflected a genuine appra
igal of the situation by the union lead
ars.it would be welcome. But why should
; mmber of bureavocrats who have consi
etently promdied these agreements take
jch an about turni

flearly it 15 ot a case of them becom
ing "responsible™ overnight. Rather ,
recent events in Shannon,may however
ive us a4 cloe.

idpe s Ly the AGM of the Shannon :l'-r*anc_h
of the ITGWU , John Carroll warned the
members and the employers to prepare .
themselves for a complate re-avoraiszal
of industrial relations in.localfactor-
ies. He pointed to the ™ warning sign
which have recently evidenced themsel
ves on the Shannon Industrial Estate™,
Centinuing on..he sald;"wWe must now be
in to gquestion wether or not the time
is overdue for a complete re- appraisal
of relationships in the factoriss in
shannon."

SHANNON SETS THE PACE §
what then were the warning signs he re
-erred tod
Increasingly workers no longer accept
the legality of the NWA's to keep wages
down or undermine basic trade union
principles. The examples of the Telep
-nonists,the Airline workers and the
building workers all point in this dii-
ection, The heavy battalions of the
workers are moving and straining hard
aralnst the boundaries of these agree-
ments.All over the 26 counties,struge.
-les are breaking out which attempt to
treak out of the startjacket which NWA
Place on them, Some are over wages,the
ma jor ¢laimg , for anomaly or equal
Pay claims, But there are also a series
¢l exemplary struggles taking place,
“any led by very Young women worke rs
f'er such basic issues as the right to
fein & trade...Medge Fimance in Dubling
the Nor—-payment of NWA'S....Allied Tex
tiles Dublin: azaisst the cutting
0l wages -t-HiCh!jf: In Dublin
464 50 ok, In the Limerick/Shannon
“Elon in particular there has been a
:"’“ of strikes which reflect this grow
‘;L:icnnilﬂrﬁng‘}hhﬁh.mr union recegn
\rnut?:;dthb oM wages...De Beers on
aa "tmﬂ-:aﬁﬁi (limited action in
PPort of their demgnd for a rise out
~81de of tb!' wﬁ‘

Ih,.:"i 147 the reasons why union leaders
:m..,t“- ‘Ng about scrapping the NWA for
pm.{:l“’ else.They are talking about
thiy H"'Eml’mn the grasseoots.But does
the hat this leadership will use

or
,-,_._“E:':‘t“‘l power of the workers in

Not Likerys " ' Demefit its members?

NATIONAL WAGE
AGREEMENT;

workers begin

SIRATEGY EXPUSED IN  SHANNON DISPUTE
What their stratesy will be is clearly
exposed by the example of the DE Beers
dispute.It is quite instructive to take
a closer look at this dispute.

The issue at stake was blacklistine. De
Beers sacked a worker and although he
had only neen there two weeks,the sect-
1on shop-stewards took up the case be-
cause of the principle involved. The .
management claimed that the person sack
ed ommitted a detiil from his applicat
ion form...... he failed to mention that
he had been working in another factory
where he had suffered the same fate
and lost the case at the Labour Court.
The workers at De Beers refused to acc
ept manacsements reasons for the dis-
missal and staged a sit=-in at the fact
ories adminstration section. A mestine
of senior shop-stewards was held on the
estate to discuss solidarity action.
Grave consern was expressed over the
fact of a an FUE blacklist in operation
It definitely includbd people with cer-
tain political veiws who had records as
active trade unionizts.

As a reszult of thiz mectine we are
aware that stoppages took place in
S5PS and in Lang Knit, Such inter facte
-ry acts of solidarity are almost unpr
eceedented in the area and mark a major
step foward in increasing the power of
the workers to resist the emplovers
efforts to wegken thelr organisation.
But unfo rtunately by a very Smll neo
the workers in De Beers have decided
to refer the case to the Labour court.

PRESSURE FROM TRADE INION QFFICIALS

Why then did a workforce initially opp
osed to going to the Labour Court chan
changetheir minds?.
The answer is obvious.Before the solid
arity actions could be strenghtened and
exteded; union officialsmade determined
efforts to steer this case lnto the
Labour court...away from the method of
direct action of the workers and into
the arena of the so-called"indepedant™
judges.
But however m.ch they dislike it..
all the signs are that workers will
decide to fight issues by these mean of
their own strength. But they will find
it difficult to resist the self-defeat
ing startegy of the TU leaders.if the
struggles renain isolated and without
rspective. As the Bottom Dog. which
E:: covered the DE BEERS case extejive
ly, the new foundconfidence will dig if
this strategy of the bureauocarcy is
no countered.
DIRECT ACTION V, UEFEAT,
The struggle for an altermative
will and must be fo for within
union branches as well as on the shop
floor. It from the branches that union
of ficials claim their suthority to

sell out every strugele, It is on this
basis they choose not to fisht ., The

union branches ( weakened by the role
sucessive NWA's impose on them) are
being used as rubber starps for the pol
icies of the bureavocracy.

The life of the union brmcu must be re
vitalised if they are to be made into
weapons of action. A major part of this
process will be the outling of a
clear class strusegle alternative to the
@llaboratiofst policies of the bureau
ocracy.This is being attempbed by i By
individuals im the TU's but zll too
often they are too easily isolated.

Had sisth a tendancy been actives inthe

unidt in Shannon. dur the De Beers .
dispute, it would have Deen fighting for
the extedsion by direct action of the

strugele.It would have * fourht Jfor
the type of inter factory solidarity
that had begqun to devolp.On the basis
of exaples like the De Beers case, it
would have fought strongly within

the trade whons for rejection of the
Labour Court as something that could be
trusted by workers and imtead organ’
ising to invelve broad layers of work
grs Llnactionagainst the victimisation.

TRADE UNION CAUCUS/LIMERICK MSR,




May Ist is historically the day,when
the world over,the working class dem
onstrates to re= affirm its solid
arity against the power of capital.,
against impeialist exploitation and
oppression. In significant areas the
bourgeoisis,its colonial and neo=
colonial agents are facing acute crises

In South Africa,the reactionary '-.'thi-

regime_haz been further discredited a
a result of the Soweto student uptlsmﬂ'

and its aftermath. Initially a protest
against cultural imperialism, it develop
ed into a concerted attack by the black
masses against the whole apparatus of

apartheid..which is the lynchpin of im-

perialist oppression in South africa as
a whole.

Western Europe is witmessing the gight-
back against the offensive of the bour-
geoisie.Centre of the stage are the
struggles on unemployment ,cuthacks in
Public expenditure of the European
governmentd the right to strike and
the independance of the Trade Unions.
Britain,West Germany,and I amark have
had : strikes against falling livi
ing standards.

The first thres months in 1977 has=
seenstrile wavws in Belgium and the
Betherlands. In Francs the gains gfthe
refordst Socialist fComunnist alliance
and the large increase in the vote ror
the candidates of the far left in the
municipal elections are a real blow to
the bourgeoisie,

In all the countries of western Eur.
ope where the class collaborationist
orientation of the social democratic
and Communist parties. has through
their control of the trade union appar
atuses and identification with the

trade union bureauocracy,tended to
diffuse the the mounting struggle of

the working class gndled to a demoral
isation amongst some sections of the

workers mogement . On the other hand

it has pushed huge sections in search
of an alternative leadership and per

spective.

Italy sees a particulary exident form
of class collaboration by a party which
is preserving a min city Christian Dem
ecratic party in power and which is -
straining all its bureavocratic muscle
te preserve working class passivity.
Italian students in revolt against Gov
ernments proposals to " reform” the un
iversity system, wre denounced by the
CP H“Wﬂiﬂﬂ-i 1'-’1‘11“" “ﬂ =
" Fascists™l The Cp even went as far
to try and organise a strike again
st the students occuoying their univer.
sities. The strike was dserable flop .
further isolated the Cp from
that layer of young workers who are ser

jously questioning their leadership.

|,q_
'n\"'
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The crisis in post-Franco Spain contin
ues unabated where the Spanish working
class has shown itself the most militamt
in western Burope. It is also the most
guccessful in iV Tuatratine the austeriy
ity measures anl repression of the Bas
gques as a national minority. By maint
taining militant solidarity and action
sections of the workers have been able
to challenge very effectively the bour
geoisiafs attempts to restrict their
democratic freedoms as under Francoe.

In Ireland,we have seen over the last
vear the 5}'&1.151!!:11: use of torture and
poli ce brutality North and South; conti
=nued British Army occupation and hara
assment; the training of the Provisioi
nal I916 commeration ( later to be
attended by over ID,000 people); new
repressive laws with the resultant eroi
sion of civil liberties and the threat
ened hanging of Noel and Marie Murray.
The north has seen however an upswing
in the resistance of the anti-unionist
population in the ghettoes signified by
the mibilisations in Turf Lodge and the
appearance of the Relatives Action ctte
Also the formgtion of the Irish Front
in Derry represents sections of the

MAY DAY V& S

another yearﬂ
of struggle

Anti_Imperialist vanguard moving in the
pursuit of solutions to the str.ggle.

In the South,May Day is gregsted with
growing resentment to the repressive
policies of the Coalition,frustration
with the attack on livig standards. and
restric tions of NWA's. Large and heavy
battaligns of the workers are moy
ing in the direction of a confrontation
asu reaches the IBT mark and
inflatlion soars .

HMay D 978 may sees the tu of
the tide in favour of the h‘imrkm.'

This depends onrﬁﬂer or

the revolutiona COmeup uit.h
some answers to their questions.
The MSR will strive to meet the
challange as part of our comtrib
ution.
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