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To all trade union and unemployed members of the Farty.

Dear Comrade,
Attachcd is a copy of the rcsolutions passed at our

first Conference on April 9th last, Two resolutions were deferred to
a later date. Conesequently we arc organising a half-day conference of
the Group on Saturday, 24th Juns at 2.00 p.n. in Dublin. The ywo out=-
standing rcsolutions are also attached., The theme of the confcrence
will bc 'Trade Union Democracy and the Rank and File', Further details
will be forwarded to Branches shortly. We ask all trade unionists in
the FParty to kecp that date frcc,

We also ask that all tradc unionists and uncmployed
members cnsure that their names and union-membership are registered
with the Goneral Secctary so that the Group can contact them. It is
important that all eligible members play an actlve part in the work
of the Group. That the Branches send us information about strikes,
dlsputes and iscuce effceting their uniofi/so that the industrial and
unemployed activity of Party members can be co-ordinated, In the ncar
futurc the Steering Committce will be getting the various union and
Job groups off the ground., We urgc you to join your particular group.
(See rceolutions. )

In 2cceordance with the rcsolutions on unemployment
the Group intcnds to convene an informal open meecting of all
unemployed committess, groups and activists in order that the poseibil
1ty of a broad and united campalgn against unenployment can be (.
diecussed,

?he Steering Committee of th? Group is:
27 oLl T o RIS 5 D CAR . oI
Des Derwin, chairperson, (ITGWU & FINZLAS SLF)
Dermot Whelan (LGFSU & BALLYF RMOT SLF)
Michacl O'Donoghuc (Bookbindcrs Union & ARTANE SLF)
Tom O'Connor (ASTMS & DUBLIN S~E SLF)
Andy Johnson (TUI & GALWAY WaST SLFP)
Dermot Byrne (4GTMOU & DUN LA4CTAHLTRSE SLP)
“{clectcd at ipril Conf:roncc)
Dcs Bonas (ATGWU & Artanc)
Michacl OKeefe (48TMS & DUBLIN WIST CO. SLP)
(co-opted; two further co-options have y&é to
bc confirmed with thc membcrs in gquestions

Furthcr information can be had from members of the Stecering at the
Confcrecnce, '

Fratcrnally,
Trade Union and Unemployved Workers Group,
Stecering Committec,
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I. THis Conference noted that the Unemployed Workers Assoclation has
ceased to exist-and believes that the Trade Unilon Movement should
cneouragfiail acti¥c initiativee of the unemployecd.

The SLP rcsolves to initiate discueslilons with unemployed groups,
committcce and activists,to cncourage & broad united unemployed organ-
isation, to launch a campaign against unemployment and for the right
to work. Local branches of thisg organisation should scck affildation
to the Trades Counclls. ’

A1l unemployed members of the SLF should mect regularly as an unem-
ployed grouping within the T.U. & Unemployed Group.

SLF trade unioniste will sceck the establicghment of Unemployed
Committece or Sectione in their union branches. The Comnittees or
Sections shall fight to prevent redundancizs, strive t@ involve the
unemployed in the affairs of the unlon, and aseist activities of
unemployed workers outeide the union,

The fight against redundancy and unemployment if it is to unite the
employed and the unemployed, on demands such as the 35-hour week or
the ban on overtime, can only suceed 1f 1t is taken up as part of
building a rank and file movement centred on the industrial strength
of those at work,

2. That this conference commigsion the publication of an easy to
read, popular and cheap pamphlet on. "Fighting for the Right to Work"
which takes up the differing argumente about unemployment and our
golutions about how best it can be fought. '

3+ Conference resolvee, while fighting for a national mininum wage
for the unemployed, to fight for free electricity, gae, rent and
T.V. licences for the unemployed and food supplements for unemployed
workers chrildren, : ’

4. That Conference supnorts the Dublin "Fare Fight Campaign" and will
work to initiate sinilar campalgns thepoughout the 32 counties,

Trades Councils
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I. SLT memhers of the Dublin Trades Councilshould urge that the

~ theme of the May Day march be 'Unemployment' and that the Dublin

" Trades Gouncil call on other Trades Councile to hold marchesg on the
same theme, unless mandated dtherwise by their Union,

SLP membere who are also Tradc Union & Unemployed Workers Group -




(2)
(T.U.U.W, Group) membcrs shall in all arcas endevour to carry out th.
following policies:
_ ' (I) That in areas whore there 1s no Trades Council
they shall organise one through the Irish Congrese Of Trade Unions,
(2) That following the setting up of the Trades
Council, or where there 1s one already operating, they chall endevour
to affilate to the Trades @ouncil through their local trade union
branch, . .
, - (3) That they should then endevour to orzanise
Support for the Socialist Labour Party's ideas and actions through
the co-ordination of our T.U.&U.W. Group,

Structufé'of the T.U.&U.W, Group

..—..-..—.--......1——--..—.-—......_....._-—-.-»..—-.-..._......._._._._..-—

I. That a Stecring Committec of ive people plus a chair-
person, who shall git on the N.,e.c., be elecctead for a year to
Co-ordinate nng dircet the activities of the T.U. & UW. Group in
accordancc with party nolicy and dzcisions taken at the general
meetings of the Group. The Committec may co--opt four extra menbers,
The Committe: shall call and organisc general meetings of the
Group.

The Steering Comuittec shall function A48 an industrial cemmittee of
the Party and as such 1t must give an active lead to party members
on all major issuce and disputeg, :

........._...._.__.._......__._..._...._....._.._.....__..........._._............

I. Thie Conference resolves that the policy of SLP trade
unionists ig: : :
I) to oppoge Nationsal age Agroements in Principle and
in dctail ang fight for a full return to Fres Colloctive Bargaining;

2) to demang withdrawal of the ICTU from the Employer-
Labour Confcrence, the Naticonal Econonic and Social Council and all
class—collaborationist comnittccs, and to campaign in the rank ang
filc against any reliancc on the Labour Court;

3) to advocate, ang orzaniese for the carliest and widesgt
Co~0ordination of Wwage claims on the bagle of £I5 flat rate increases;

4) to work for common demands at plant and/or indudtry
level, for shorser working hours, longer holidays, recsistance to
productivity and rationaalisation deals which lead, dircectly or in-
dircetly, to loss of Jobs, and to fight for fu11 equal pay immcdiatoly

5) to fight for a 35-hour weck without loge of pay
throughout, indudtry;

6) to fight for a han Ol overtime ang 1 lump sum incrcase
on basic pPay to compencate i for loge of earnings;

7) to fign for a national minimum wage related to averaga
male industrial WEg 85,4

This conf:rences urges SLP members in trade unions to press now (4th
March) for lmnediate claims in their unions anpd workplaces on that
basis, particularly in those sectors wherc the I977 National Wage
- Agreement hag expired.
(This resolution was formulated for the period
between the end of the I977 NWA and the beg-~
ining of the 1978 wwa )



)

This conference recogndscee that such objectives ag o national minimun
wage and a legislated 35-hour wesk can only be achicved through the
centrally organiscd, collcetive strength of the trade union novenent,
but that present methods of national bargaining, which threaten the
indcpendence of the trade union movement, rule out organising for, or
attaining, these goals,

2s That an attemnpt 1s madc to set up a united front to organise and
co-ordinate oprosition to the Natlonal Wage Agrecements within the
Trade Union Movement on a rank and file basis, and that an attempt be
madc to get the suprort of other Parties to co~operate,

—._—_.—-_.....-.————-——---—.—-_—-—.——-,..-..—-—-——.-——c——.——

I. The Trade Union and Unemploycd Group shall work for trade union
democracy and the bullding of an independent rank and file novement;
begining by bringing togcther SLT trede union activiste in a nurnber of
work and union areas, The purpose of these groups ig to organise, co=-
ordinate and dircet the activities of SLF tradc unionists towards the
winning of party policy in their workplacece and unions, or local areas
(in the case of the unemployed ), . _ /

Pért} membehs fron th@'following ar<ag should ﬂcetvregulafly as A
group: , , o : o
-~ The ITGWU: the WUI; the ATGWU; the ASTMS; Teaching; the Motor
Industry;: Local Authoritics, Health Boards and the Fublic Service;-
Tradecs Council‘mcmbers; the Unenployed ; Apprentices; Frinting & NUJ.

It sholl be the ain of cren group to involve fellow trade unioniests,
Wwho are not SLF nembers, in common activitice on broad demands, in
ordcr to build a wider rnovement of the rank and file, -

2+ In ordeér to make union democracy A reality for wonsn workers, to -

bring them into full actlvity in the unions and to overcome the div-

legion in the class between nen and women, we campaign for:

, (a) the launching of an intensive drive to unionise alil

working women; . : ; ~
: (p) the right of women to caucuge in the unions;

(e) frec workplacc nurscrics under: trade union control,
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The following two resolutions werc deferred to a later date:

I. That this confercnce recognising the role of the tradé unlon burcay
cracy in the maintenance of capitalist class rule; resolves that SLT
menbers actively campaign for the democratic control of the trade
unions by the rank and file, based on the following broad principles:

I) all officials to be clected and'subject te recall;:
2§ all officials to be paid the average industrial wage;
5) all strikes in support of trade unicn principles, conditions or
wages to be made official; '

4) all stages of negotiations to be subjcet to rank and file rat-
ification;
. 5) all policy making bodies to be madc up of clected representité®
ves ; :
6) branch general nectings to be held at least quartcrly.

Conference furthwr resolves that, in pursuance of these aims, SLTF
menbers take the lead in initiating rank and file groups for democ-
ratic reform in all uniong, or actively. support such groups where
already ectablished.

(TRBFOSED: John Cane, Rathmines West Branch).

AMMENDMENTS: in I) delete 'to be elected'; add 'at regular intervals',
: delete 2),

in 4) change'ratification' to 'serutiny',

delete 5) . L -
ngOTOSED: Dermot Whelan, Ballyfermot Branch)

v add 7) 'a commitment from all trade unionists to use and
expamd Intcrnd facilities fop education and dehate?,
(FROFOSED; Jim Maher, Artane 3ranch),

2¢ This meeting resolves:

- (&) The building of rank and file organisation in the trade unilon
movement is a political task whose goal 1g always to mobilise the maes
of the Labour Movement on a programme of action linked to the goal of
the Workers Republic,

The mobilisinz of the rank and file on issuts of trad: union democracy
is central to the task but it is not a sufficient bagis for building
the rank and filc movement. In thie struggle the members of the Party
nust scck to win rank and file support for a platform of demands
which answer the offensive of the capitalist class and the State.

(b) In building the rank and file moveacnt we must not seck to tic
it organisationally to the Party and should seek the maxinum unity in
actlon with other soclaliste wherecever we find agrecment with them or
their organisatione in mobilising the rank and fils,

(c) We must campaign for the rank and filc of the tradc unions to
organise indcpendently of trad. union officinls so that (I) workcrs
are not left dcfencclces when theilr officials weaken or give up the
fight for their demande and (2) the rank and filc give full support to
trade unlon officials in so far as they fight for the workers' necds,
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(d ) Where trade union officials claim to support the rank and
file organisations it should be openly demandcd of them that they
give full support to the demands of the rank and file for trade
union democracy.

(e) Initially the principle organisations of the rank and file
for which we campaign are Shop Stewards & Rank and File Committecs
in each union and locally across unions in each town, city ebc. Wm
récognise the need also for combine comnittc s and a public cector
allaince ofthe rank and file, We call for the co-ordination of all
such organisations undér thc banncr of & National Shop Stcewards and
Rank and File Movenent, on a 32-County basie,

(f) Arca shop stewards committccs, while in no way wWalting
for Trades Councils to lcad workers' struggles, must (I)-openly put
demands on them to support thece strugglece; (2) fight for affiliation
to Trades Councils; and (3) fight to win dclegates poeitions in.Tradcs
Councils for those committed to the Shopstewards Comaittes's policies,

(g) Wefight to involve rank-and-file organisations in supvort of
all Labour Movement campaigns such as for a freec national health
service, against cuts in public epcnding or for actlon on prices,
rents etc.

(FROPOSED; Irish Workers Group tendency. )
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