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I have much pleasure in opening this first Policy
Conference of the Party, It is my fervent hope‘that this weekend
will mark a watershed in the development of a national debate on the necessity
to weld together the serious socialist groupings on the left of Irish
politics and to use that political bridgehead to thrust for state power
to establish a Socialist Workers! Republic in the whole of ilreland.

This will mean confronting squarely the institutions
and structures which derive from the essentially private enterprise,
speculative and squalid nature of Irish capitalist society. Wealth and
privilege stand cheek by jowl with grinding poverty and degradation suffered
by almost one million people, or one out of four of our population,
condemned by reason of old age, ill health, physical and mental handicap
and the scandal of enforced idleness to these conditions of life.

It is our hope that all the layers of the oppressed in
our society will, given honest socialist leadership, in which our Party
will be seen to play a key role, respond to this leadership and build a
Party capable of assuming state power and transforming in a revolutionary
way property and social relationships -~ in a word Socialism.

In working for the achievement of Socialism in the whole
of Ireland, all the political and historic factors which would tend to
complicate and retard will have to be confronted and overcome, Any factors

which will assist our cause must be cultivated.
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Retrospective recriminations about paset historical -
or ;olltical phenomena and the Fabile‘attributionfbf”tolday’s‘prnblehs‘r
to thé deforﬁaiies oflpolifbal iehdera and movements of the 'past - even:-
the recent past == ara ole of relevance if they inhibit contemporary .
political progréss.’

Dalltical‘asseséﬁenta'based on the sterile dogmas of-
yesterdayjoffar:no moﬁeménéffo;ﬁaré.'nor is there any histéricel period
peet, present or future likely to throw up & politician, a politicsl
movemont or a body of ideas that are immutabla end eternal and ihcorruptible,
If pnlltics are about anything they are about accelerating the naturel
procelc of chenge in social and political orgsnisation erd systems of
idea- and thought.

_ We must recogniee as allies all who stisggle mgainst
o§§r§;91§6 of an external or indigenous character, imperialism in its
claasical guiae ar in its neo-cafontal forms of ecnomic and politicel
aubversion must be defea+ad, All grcups struggling against repression
and the erosion of ci i1 and humah iliberty must be supported if not

ritically then criticallyo Workers and trade tnionists struggling
‘forrunion democracy and workers® contsol of industry must likewise be
suppofted end led byiﬁhe Party.

There s no dearth of issues on which ‘sérdous socislists
canvu;rk'totthe:advantage of all the oppresoed people in Iselend, The
achievement of #ociaiism’is not to vindicate 1ts’ theoriste or: their

;thooiumé. Dolitics, least of éll'Soaialist politics, are rot conducted
‘in'éonfrolled laboratory QituatianS. Politice in Socielist:terms are
? the liboretion of people from e?plaitation‘and'pr*eséion. Sometimes

| the theoty has to be modified to it the maddening inicsyncrecies of

people. Rheto:ic and reality sre not always compatible,
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The reality of contemporary Ireland is that hundreds
of thousands of workers are condemned to a life of idleness and deprivation.
There are hundreds of thousands of persons living on subsistence pensions
and welfare payments. Thousands of small farmers are living below
subsistence level. Thousands need homes, Thousands of men and women
have intimate sexual and marital problems which are compounded by outmoded
laws that are reectionary and sectarian in intent and effect. Thousands
of women continue to be discriminated against, All these groups of
persons will only relate to us as a Party if we continue to express concern
on their behalf and offer them and struggle with them for policies which
will end the system that condemns them to lives of frustration and poverty.'

The three main political parties, Fianna Fail, Fine Gael
and Labour, do not see the necessity for a revolutionary transformation
of society. They are populist and social democratic and are pledged
to maintaining in an integral way private enterprise, capitalism and its
acquisitive ethos which promote and exist on the exploitation by the few
of the many. Wehter Fianna Fail or National Coalition are in office the
wealthy and privileged get wealthier and more privileged and the poor and
underprivileged get poorer.

The appearance of moving the fiscal pieces on the social
chessboard whilst allowing the economic hegemony of wealth to continue is
a classical social-democratic exercise in duplicity. Whilst trade unionists
and workers generally had their incomes restrained since 1970 by Nationael
Wage Agreements and before that by the heavyweight tactics of employers)
profits. continued to boom and all non-wage and salary incomes were inflated
at a rate which was substantially higher than that applying to work people.
One has only to look at Bank profits this year as an indication of this
general trends, The Combined Banks made in excess of £100 M, profit, an
average rise of 35% whilst workers wages under the 1977 Wage Agreement rose

by less than 10%.
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It is a task of this Cénference te set down our
policy position for the ceming period in the spheres covered by
the draft documents, From the volume af amendments and addenda
they will be substantially changed by discussion and decision of
the membership. In the light of future developments these
positions will have te be reviewed énd updated and it is therefore
necessary for those Branches af the Party whe were unsuccessful
in having their ﬁarticular view accepted that there will be another
day in these and other pmslicy areas where they can try again.

As Chairman mf this Conference I would appeal for
the utmost co-operation in the conduct of the Cenference. Standing
Orders Committee reports on the arrangements will of necessity
have to be applied if we are to complete the work of this Conference.
I also would like to confound the critics of this Party by demonstrat-
ing that we are a serious maturs people about the business of achieving
Socialism in the whole of Ireland and that whilst we may differ on
the tactics and rhetoric, the central strategy is the creation of
Socialism in Ireland and that this can best be achieved by a strong
democratic yet disciplined vanguard- Party of the workers and
oppressed peoples of Ireland.

Let the Socialist Labour Party and sll the tendencies
in it tske up that challenge on behalf of the Irish people in 8
determined united way.

If there are those amongst us who see these tasks being
performed better by ‘"any v other organised entities outside and
apart from the Socialist Labour Party, I would respectfully ask them
to formally join and work within these organisations and let the rest

of us get on with some serious work.
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