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Tho three works which we prosent in bhis ponphlet r0prcbpr+

the VcrdlCt of Kepublicanism on the nature of private property

and owhcrship in Irecland, Both Ialor and Pearse lay down prin-—
ciples, which, if we rclate them to our own situation, we find

are stlll as relevant as when first expounded,

' Ialor defines what constitucs the right of private property i
and shows that this concept is not awplloablo to private owner—
ship in land, It is Pearsc who takes up his theme in "The Sover-
eign People", and goes on to show that the notiont!s sovercignty

extends over all the nation's material resources and that such
soverelgnty is absolut.o

And ‘so we come to Scamus Costclloc, who draws heavily on both
Pearse and Lalor in relation to the question of ground reats,

Now it would be casy to accept their teachings, without attempting
to investipate the question tho roughly. "The propagandist
writings of any man cannot be accepted sinply as revealed truth,
requiring no further investigation, something that must be
accopted as beyond question, beyond doubt, beyond the nced of
cxamination," Now it is ccrtain that Mr. Costeclloce has gone

into his subjcct very carcfully,

Not only does he take the Republican thinkers of fifty and
onc hundred years ago as his guides, but also thc religious
authority of Dope Paul in our own day. He finds the two oplnions
strangely in accord with onc another, and related to his own
expericnce as a civic reprcsentative, comes to the conclusion
that the political philosophy of Republicanism is still highly
relevant to the Ircland of 1967, Nothing has happened in the




cighteen months sincc he addressed the Bray Urban Distict
Council to change his conclusions, If anything, the re-
cently published "Stolen Wabers", by Scamus 9 Tuathail,

the Editor of the United Irishman, enforces the conviction
that private ownership of the land and waterways is immoral
and indefensible,

This selection of writings is intended to assist both
iiepublicans and non-Republicans to come to a better under—
standing of the philosophy of Republicanisng perhaps having
end these works, all will come to the conclusion that 1lttlc

nas change in Irelnand, despite our shan indepoendeonce,




THE Fallg OF J L, PRLON.( ThE “InIof FELON" Noa3)

by JAMES FINTAL LALOR.

when Mr. ouffy cxpected arrost somc wecks ago he drow up
his profession of principles, "The Crocd of the Notiond®

Unde? influcnce of sinmilar feclings and considerations, taou;

not  exactly the samc nor cxcitcg by circunstances exactly a

T hasten to pat ny. ov n princivles. on rocord, Unbi l vestorday
aid not oxpoect to have Quno bhis for Suilc WCCHS TO cone. . Th

statenent, or confession of faith thoo Tollows, I could Lave

vished for tine to make wwre correet and eonplobes - 4t s 1
framod, i1l=connocted and Wwoubs Ccouip cteness.  oub coven :uch
it shonds, I do firmly belleve that it carrice the fo Jrbunes

6

Ircland; and oven as it stands, T row send iU forth to ibs fo @

to conquer of to be conquered, It ray we maaber of Ireloud an
G M

mnke her a quoeng it nay lic in the dust and perish with her
peoples 4
Here then is the confession andl foith of a fclon, Years ¢

i cd of .two ports

1 uclvcwvcu thot the Engl 1

sh conquest congls

o~

st ad
conbined imto one vhole — the goncuest ol our iiberties, and
the conquest of our lands, )
Le—~conguest.
I sow cloarly that the ro=conguest ol our liberties uould

¢ incomplete. and worthlpss without the, ro-conguest of our lande

would not necessarlly involve or produce thut offour lands an’

could not, on its own neans, be possibly ﬂbnlpvpd while the

‘re-conqucst of our land would involve the other, would ot leo:
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be complcte in itsclf and adeguate to its own purposes; and

could possibly, if not casily be achicved.

The lands were owned by the conquering race, or by traitors
to the conquered race, They were occupied by the native peo-

ple or by settlers who had mingled and mergeds

T selcciied as the mode of re-conquest, to refuse -payhent

of rent and resist the process of ejectiomg

In that mode I determined to effect the re-conquest and
staked on it all my hopes herc and hereafter =~ my hppes of

an effective life and eternal epitaph,

T was biding my time when the potato fuilure hurried a
crisis, The landlords and the English governmcnt took in-
stant advantagu of the famine, and the small occupiers began
to quit in thousands. I saw Treland was to be won or lost
for cver. 1 felt her slipping from under my feet with all
her hopes, and all my own - her lights quenching, her arm

witheringe

It almost seemed t me as if the Young Ircland party,‘the
quarrcl, the secession, the confederation, had all been
specially pre-ordained and produced in order to aid he. My
faith in the men who formed the Council of that body was '
then unboundeds My faith in them is still as farm ag ever,
though somewhat measured, In the paper T published last
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wcuk; and in a privafe correspondence thot cnsucd with sonc oi 1
" nenbers, I ﬁroposed ﬁh&t they should mcrge the Repeal question
with a mightier projecct - that of wresting this islahd fron Erg-
lish rulc altogether in the only mode in which it could pbési1ly
be nchicved, I endeavourcd to show then that they were only

keeping up a feekble and ineffectual fire from a foolish distaice

upon the English government, which stands out of reach and beyones-d

our power; and urged then to whecl their batteries around and -

bend them on the English Gorrison of landlords who stand here -

within our hands scattered, isolnted, ond helpless, girded rodad
by the might of a pceople, s

4i11ldiance with LandlordsdiM

Excent two or throce of thom, 2ll refusced at the tine, and have -
L H ] e

persisted in refusing until now, - -They wanted an alliance witn.

the landlords.  They chosc to consider then as Irishnen, and

iragine they could induce thom to hoist the green flage They

wished to preserve am aristocracy. They desirc not a demoerntic

but nerely o naticnal rovojution. Whd imputces Llonc to them Zor

this? Whoever dves so will not have me to join hin, I have =5

feeling but onc of respect for the motives that caused reluctone.

ond Cclay. That delay, however, I comsicder a matter of deep
regret,  Had thé Confederaticn, in May or Junc of 147, thrown
hmwtamlmﬂﬁjﬁm>ﬂm1mvawm;Ipﬁﬂkﬂou@ they would have
narle it sucessful, and scttled for once and forover all guarrcls
and questions between us and dngland,. I repeat my expression of
strong regret that they should not have adopted this course, in-—
stead of persisting in a protracted and abortive cffort, at a
dangerous conjunction, to for:m an alliance of bargain and barter
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.ith our heriditary and inveterate enemics, between whom and the
~eople of this island there will never be a peace except the

pcace of death or of desolation. Regrets, however, arc now usc-—
1csSe

The opiniohs I then stated and which I yot stand firm to arc

fhcse:-

1, That dn order to save their lives, the occupying tenants of
she siol of Ircland ought, next autumn, to refuse all rents and
wrrears of rent then due, beyond and except the valuc of the
.)vorsurplus of the harvesﬁ prodube renaining on their hands after
aaving deducted and reserved a duc and full provision for their

wn needs during the ensuing twelve monthse

2+ That they ought to refiisc and resist being nmade beggars,

landless and homeless, under English laws of cjection,

e

2, That they ought further, on:pripciplc,to refuse ALL rent to

the'prescht ururping proprictors until the people, the true
sroprictors (or lords paramount in legal parlance) have in
aational congress decided whet rents they arc to pay, and

o whon they arc to pay theme

4e 4nd that the people on grounds of policy and cconony, ought

to deeide (as a general rule, admitting of reservations) that
those rents shall be paid to thaasclves, the people, for public
surposes, and for behoof and benefit of them, the entirce gen—

oral peoples

These are the principles, as clearly and fully stated as

e



linit of time will allow, which I advisc Ircland to adopt at
once and at oncc to arnm for, Should the people accept and ac are
to then, the IEnglish govefnﬁont will then hove to choosc whet e
to surrender the Irish’landlosrds, or to support them with the
arnc power of the cnmpire,

Socinl levolubione.

If it refuse to incur the odiun and: cxpensc, and peril the soo sty

of England in a social war of cxtermination, than the landlor 3

7’
arce nobndy, the people arce the lords of the land, a mighty so:ial
revolution is aceomplished, and the foundation of a naticnal e
volution Is surcly laids If it should, on the other hand, d¢ or
nine to comce to the rescuc and relicef of its garrison - chect wo
forece their rents, and enforcc their rights by infontry, cave!l:sy
and cannon, and abttempt to 11t the whole harvest of Ireland - a
soncwhat heavy understanding which night beecome o hot onc toos -
then I, at least, for onc, an prepared to bow with humble resime-
ation to the dispensations of Yrovidence, Welcome the will off
God.

vassive Resistanco, -

We must only try to keep our harvest, to offer a peacoful pasive
resistance to barriende the island, to break up the roads, to
break dewn the bridges - and should need e, and occasions oifor,
surcly we noy venture to try stecl, Jther opproved nodes of -
force might be graduaslly added to thesey as we becone traines to
the systen; and all conbined, I imagine, and well worked, migit

possibly tust the strength and heart of the cnpirc,

Into artistic debails, I necd not, and do not choose, to enter

for the present.




It has been said to me that such a war, on the ptinciples I

propose, would be looked on with detestation by Burope. I assert
ﬂw<mmmqy:Ismrmmhaxmrwmddpmpmphzﬁ&ﬂfthmm@-

out Europe, Mark thc words of this prophecy, The principle. T .

prropound goes to the foundation of Europe, and sooner or later

will causc Europe to outrisc, Mankind will yot be mﬁstors’of

the orth,  The right of the poople to mske the laws — this. :
produced the first great nodern carthquake, whose latest shocks

oven now arc heaving the heart of the world, The right of thg C . *
people to oun the land - this will be the next, -Train your

honds and your son's hands, gontlemen of the carth, for you and

they will yot have to use thai, I want to put Ircland forenost

in the von of the world, at the head of the nations, to sut. her

a.oft in ghe blaze o>f the sun, and to nake her for ages the lode

star of history. Will she takec the pach T pointced out - the.

peth to be free and faned and fearcd and followe! — the path
t

that soos sunwerd? Jr, cnwnrd to the cnd of tine will wraotched

Izeland ever come linping and lag ing hindnost? Events nust

arswer that, Tt is 2 question I alimost feare to look full in

) 1

the focee The soul of this islend scens to sink where that of

U

arother country would scar. The people sank and surrenderod . N

»
to the famine, instead of growing savage, as any other people

B2

woinld have donce

I an reninded that there arc few nersons who now trouble

tacnselves about the "conquest'; and there ray be many, I know

thore are some ~ who assont to”the two first of the four
o

principles I heve stated. oud ave willing to accept then as
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the grounds for an arncd novenment, but who object to the last tu
of thon, I an adviscd. to sumrion the 1nnd=-tenants of Ireland to
stand up-in battlc array for an armed strugole in defence of tho.e
rights of lifc and subsistence, without csscrting any greater or

more conprchensive right. I distinetly rofuse to do so. I refus

to narrow the case and clain of the island into such petty dimer 'ilon.
or to found it on the rogucs or. the beggar's plea, the plea of
nccessity. Not as a starving bandit, or a desparate begpar who
demands, to save life, what docs not belong to hin, do I wish Ir .-
1and to stand up, but as o meerowned Queen who claing back her ©.na
with an arncd hand. I attest and urge the plea of utter and dew -
arate noccésity to tesbify her clainm, but not to found ite I ro &
it on no tenporary or passing condition but on principles that nze
permancnt and imperishable, and universal; available at all timec
and to oll countrics, o8 Well‘as to our own = I picrce through the
upper stratun of oceasional and shifting circumstances, to bottrm
and basc on the rock bolowe I put the question in its cternal “orm
- the forn in which how often socver suppresscd for a scason, iv
can never be finally subducd, but will remain and rcturn, outliving
and outlasting the corruption and cowgrdice of gencrations, I view
it as ages will view it - mt through the nisbs ofa famine but .y
the living lights of tho filament, - you may possibly be inmduced to
reject it in the form I propose, and accept in the other, If so
you will accept the question and usc it as a weapon apgainst Englond
in ~ shape and under conditiqﬁs which deprive it of half of its

strongbh.,  You will takc and work it fetteored and handeuffed not

11




stherwise, To take it in its night you must take it in its nag—
itude, T propose you should take Samson into your scrvice. You
sgint but insist that his locks should be shorn, You norcover
‘iminish and degrade down from a hational into a mere class quest—

on, In the‘form offered it would carry indcpendence, in the forn

~ccepted it would not even carry Repeal in the ninimun of nean-—

ag, You fling away Repeal, when you fling away the only mnde of
chieving it. For by force of arms alonc can it ever be achieved;
nd never on the Repeal question will you sce men ¢ wamd in array

i hattle apgainst England.

© troubled mysclf as little as anyonc does aboub the "eonquest!

5 baken abstractly, as an affair that took place long ages ago,

!

ut that "conquest" is still in cxistence with all its laws,

ights, claims, rclations and results. The landlord holds his

s by right and title of conquest, and uscs his powers as

%

nly o conquerer maye, The tonant holds under the law of cone

est -+ vae vietis,

dic policy must be founded on public principle: and the
aestion of gibdces must settled before the question of

q

can be token up or touched. If the Irish landlord!s

ithe be wvalid and good, no congideration of policy could make

rofusal to pay rent appear anything better thon robbery,

15 founds ond forms the rights of property in land? I have

woer read in the direction cf that question. I have all my

fc beed destitute of books, DBut from the first chapter of

e




Blackstone!s second book, the only page I ever read on the subjec ,
I know that jurists arc unanimously agreed in considcring "firdt
occupancy" to be the only true original foundation on the rdaght -
property and possession of land,.

Now I am preparcd to prove "occapancy" wants every character and

quality that could give it noral efficacy as a foundation of righ .
I an prepared to prove this when "occupancy" has first Leen defi: 1o
If no definition can be given, I am rclieved from the neccssity . -

showing any clrin founded on occupancy to be weak and worthlosse

Refusing, therefore, at once to cccept or recognisc this feeble : 1

fictitious title of occupancy, which wns merely invented by thec: *ghe

and which, in actual foet was never plended, I proceced at once t. put

ny own principles in ordcr and arraye -

To any plain understanding the right of privatce property, is very
simple. It is the right of man to possess, cnjoy, and transfer, he

substance and.usc of whatever he has himgelf CREATED, This titl. is

good against the world; and it is the sole and only title which ¢ n

rive a valid right of absolute private property a place to vest,

But no man can plead ony such right of property in the substance f

the soil,

The earth together with all it gpontaneously produces is the frec




and common property of all mankind, off natural right, and
by grant of God; and, all nen being equal, no man, therefore,
has a right to appropriate exclusively to himself any part

or portisn thereof, except with the common consent and

arrecnent of all mene o i =

The sole tight of pfopcrty‘which I ackowledge to be mokally
valid is the right of common consent and agreement, Every
other I hold to be fabricated and fictitious, null, void and

¢r no effect, -« -

In the original and naotural state of mankind, existing in
independent  families, cach man rmust, in respect of actual fact,
cither take and nold (ASSUME OCCURANCY as well as maintain

pussesgion of )his land by ripght and virtue of consent and o

agrecment as aforesaid, with all thosc who miéht be in a pos-—
ition to dispnte anl-oppose his doing sojy or he must take and
riintain posscssion by forcc. The fictitious right of occupancy
invented by jurists to cover and account for a state of settle—
nent otherwise unaccountable and indefensible on moral principles
- this right would Yo utterly worthless, and ¢ould seldom accruc;
for cxcept in such a case as that off a single individual thrown

on a desert isdand, the guestion of right would generally arise,

aud requifé ﬁo be settled before any coloureble'title by occupancy”
could be esgablishod, or even actual occupation be effccted. And

then - what constitutes occupancy? = What length of possession gives

Wtitle by occupancy?" - .



When indecpendent fanilies have anited into scparate tribes and
tribes have swedled into nation, the same law obtains; cach tribc or
nation has bttt one or the other of two avaiable rights to stand n =
they must take and maintain terrctorial possession by consent an!
agreenent with all other tribes and nations or they nust take and

hold by tenure of chivalry, in the right of their night,-

In cither of these two modes - that of conquest, or that of comm n
consent ~ have the distribution and sottlomént of the lands of e =ry
country heen made, Jccupancy, indeed and forescothl lMessrs,:
3lackstone, Titius, Locke and Co.e Jgecupancy against the Goth -
occupancy before the hoofs trampling of Attila — occupancy to st
HIUSTON JiL TAYLOR.

In every country the condition and character of the people tcll
whether it was by conquest, or cormmon consent, that the oxisting

settlement an. law of landed property were established,

When it is made by agrecment there will be cquality of distribut’on;
which equality of distribmtion will remain pcrmanent within certoin
limits., For under natural laws, landed propcrty has o tendency Lo

divide mgther than to accunulate,

When the independent families who form the natural population of 2
country compose and organise into a regular community, the impericet
compact or agrecment by which cach man holds his land must necessari

assume the mare perfect shape off o_positive and precisc grant fronm

from the people, just as all his other rights must be defined anu
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wsserted - and just as all other vague rules of agreement must
srgamfse inbo laws.,. That grant must negessarily assume and estee.
w2lish the gencral and common right of all the people, as joint:
:nd co=equal proprietors of all the lands: for such’ grant will be
I ditself an act of exercising and procecding upon that right,
‘hot grant and all other grants must also, of necessity, without
ny expressed words, reservet the genceral of the people as first

roprictors and lords paramount, and give nothing more than a right

I use and occupancys;  and it must furthermore, rccupnise and re-
seive, in like manner, the pernanent right of the people to revisc
Iber, and amend the mode and condition of scttlement then mode -
e to modify or withdraw all grants mado upon, or in pursuance of,
it nede and condition of settlement. For no gencration of 1iving
i ¢oa bind a genoration that is yet unborn, or can scll or sguander
he rights of men; and each generation of rien has bub o 1ife inte
west in the world,  But no generation continues the sane for ome
oo together,  Tte identity is in perpetual flux. Frol whence it
‘wilows practicallys-

ange condition of scttlement cstablished, and all grants nade

thercupon, may, at any time thenceforth, be questlJneQ, recon~

sidcred, revisod, altered, or ancnded.,

‘nd in ordcr, thoreforc, to render the settlement a permanent

one, it would be requisite to make it such as would give the

majority and the nass of the people a pormancnt interest in

its maintenance,

g o
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But that object could not be accomplished by granting away the

whole of the land to one man, or to gight thousand men, in ab-

solute irresponsible ownership forever, without payment,-or any
other conditisn whatever, This would be a settlement beyond the

authorityfor right of any gencration to make, Those Jderiving

under it, could only be considercd as holding forcible posscessiom. . ...

which any sucecding generation would have the clear right of oust—
inge 4nd the people would. either rida against such.scttlement,

and tranmple it down - or sink under it into slaves.

Putting together and proceeding on the principles now stated, it
will appear thnt if those principles be sound no man can legite—
imagely clain posscssion or occupantion of any portisn of land
or any right of propcerty theraéin, :except by grant from the peo,lec,
as tenants of the people; and that every right except the right
so created and vested by grant from the people. is nothing more
or better than the right of the robber who holds forcible poss—
ession of what does not lawfully belong te him,

The présent proprictors of Ircland do not hold or claim by grant
from the people, not cven - cxcept in Ulster - Dy any species of
inmperfect asscnt of agroanent of the pcoples They 0ot and kecp
their Jand in:the robberfs right - the right of conquest - in
despite, defiancc, and contenpt of the people, Eight thousand
ricn arc owners of this island - claiming the right of enslaving,

starving, and cxterminating cight millions, .
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‘We talk of ésserting froé governneont, and of.rid ing ourselves
of forecign domination - while 1o} cight thousand men arc lords
of our lives - of um and ours, blood an. breath, happiness and
nisery, body and soul. Such is thc state of things in every |
country where scttlement of the land has been effected by con=
queste In Ulster the state of things is somewhat different,
muéh to the advantage of the people, but not do much as it
ought to have been, Ulster was not merely congucred,but
celonigsed - the native race being expelled, as in the Unite d
Statcs of America -~ and the scttlement that prevails was madce

by o sort of consent and agrecment among the conquering raccs

No length of time or posscssion can sanction claims acquired
by robbery, or convert them into valid rights. The people are
still rightful owners, though not in posscssione "Nullum

tempus occurrit Deo - nullum tempus occurrit populo.”

In many countries besides this, the lands were acquired, and
long held by_right of force or conqueste Dut in most of them
thexéettlemont,gnd laws of conquest have been abrogated, amended
or modified, to o grcatér or lcsser cxtent. In some, an outrisc
of people has trampled thﬁn down ~ in sonme the notural laws have
triumphed over them ~ in some a despotlc monarch or minister has
abolished or altered them. In Ircland alone they remain un—
changed, unmitigatcd, and unmolified, in 21l their original
ferocity and cruelty, and the people of Ireland must now
abolish them, or be thensclves abolished, and this is pow the

morc urgentbusiness,

B = ety
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THE SOVEREIGN PEJPLE: by PADRAIG PEARSE,

"Natibnal.independence involves national sovereignty. National
sovereignty is two fold in its nature.j It is bath interngl and
exbernal. It inplies the sovorelgnty of the nation over all its
parts, over all men and things within the nation; and implies the

sovereignty of the mation against all other nations, Nationality

A\,

‘is a spiritual faet; - but nationhood includes physical freedom and
the phjsical power in order to the maintenance of physical freedom,
- as well as the spiritual fact of nationality, . This physical free-
dom is * neczssary to the healthyilife, and may even be necessary to
the continued existence of dhe nation, Without it the nztion dreops,
withers, ultimately perhaps diés; in;y a very. sbeadfast nation, a
pation of greqt spiritual and infellectual strength like Ireland,
can live more than a few,generationé in its abscence, and without

it oven so stubborn a antion as Ireland would doubtless ultimately
Perish, Ph;sixal frecdom, in berief, is necessary to sanc and,
vogorous life; for phy51cal freedom means preeisely control of con-
ditions that arc necessary to sane and vigorous llfe° It is obviocus
that thesé_things are partly maberial and that therefore natiunal
frecdon involves control of the material thingd that are essential
to the contlnueu physical 11fe and freedom of the nation.

Sovor01gntv Jver All,.

So that the nations soverélpnty extends not only to all the men and !
women of tho nation but to all the material p0586551ons of the nation, .
the natlongs ecil and all ite resources, all wealth and all wealth-
produ01n& processes within the nation, In other words, NO PRIVATE
RIGHT TO PROPERTY IS GUIXD AS AGAINST THE PUBLIC RIGHT JOF THE NATTION.
19 : -
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Dut the nation is under a noral obligation so to excrcisc its
puklic right as to secure strictly equal rights and liberties
to every man dnd woman within the nation, The whole is cn-

titled tO'pursue the ha@plness and prosperity of the whole,

" but this is to be pursued exactly for the end that each of

the individuals comprising the nation mey enjoy happiness and
prosperity, the maximum;aﬁuunt of happiness and prosperity con—
sistent with tho}hap?iness and propsperity of all the rest,

Jne may reduce all this to a few simle propositions:-
1. The end of frecedom is human happincsse

2. The end of national erC'Oﬂ is individual freedom; thercfore

individual happ1n6bs.

3. National freedom implies national sovercignty,
Lo National SQVGrelﬁnty'implies control of all the moral

and material resources of thp nation,

I have insisted upon the spiritﬁal fact of nationality; I

have insisted upon the necessity ~f ~hysical frecdom in order

‘tot the continued prescrvation of &t spiritual foct in a

living people; I noe insist upon %i.. nccessity of complete
control of the material resources of the nation in order to

the completeness of that physical freedom, And here T thlnk I
give what has been called "the material basis of freecdom" its
proper place and importance, A natmon s material resources are
not the nation, any more than a man's food is the many but the
material resources are as nccessary to the nation's life as the

mants food is to the man's lifc,

20



ind I clain that the nation's sovereignty over the nation's
naterial resources is absolute; but that obviously such sovereignty
must be exercised for the good of the nation and without pre~
judice to the rlghts of other nations, since natmonal sovereignty
like every thing else on earth, is subject- to the laws of morality.
‘Now, the good of the nation nmeans ultlmately the,good of in-
dividual men and women who comprise the nutionc Fhysically con-
sidered, what does a nation consisj df? ‘It consists of its men
and women; of all its men and women, without aby exceptioﬁéo
Every .man and woman within the nation has normally equal rights,
but a.1¢2 or womun may forfeit his or her rights by turning re.-
creant to the nation, No class in the nation is‘entitled to
privileges beyond any other class excépt with the consent of the
nation. The right and privilege to make laws or to administer
laws does not reside in any class within the hatioh} it rcsides
in the whold nation, that is, in the whole people and can only be
lawfully exercised by those to whom it is delegated by the whole
pcople. The ri;ht to the cohtrol of thegmaterial'resources of
the nation does not reide in ¢ . individual or clasé of individuals;
it resides in the whole people gnd can be lavfhllj‘cxercised oniy
by thcse,to whom it issdelegated by the wholo pc,opley and in the
monaer in which the whole pooplb ordalnsL dnce more, no individual
right is good as against the right of-the whole peoplc; but the
people , in exercisgng its sovorelwn rights, is morally bound to
consider individual rléhtsp to do equity between itself and each
of the 1nd1J‘dLals that compose it as well ms to see that equity

is done between 1nd1vidual and 1nd1v1oual

21




To insist upon the sovercign control of the nation over all
the property within the nation is not bo disallow the right to
private property..lt is for the nmation to determine to what extent
privaté property may be held by its members, and in what items
of the miticnfs material resources private property shall be
allowed, A nation may, for instance, determine and cnforce for
many centuries; that pfivate'ownershlp shall not exist in lands
that the whole of the nation's soil is the public property of the
nation, & nation moy -determine, as many modern nations have deter-
mined, that all moans of Eprnsport within the nation, all ibs
railways and wetorways, are the put 1ic property of the nation to
be asmlnlstcred )j the ration for the general wenefite i nation
m”y o furthcr and dptcrmlne that nll sources of wealth whatso—
cver are the pr>pprty of the n“tlun fhat each individual shall
give his gervice for the nqtlon‘s gootly “and shall be adequately
provid@d for by the nation) and that all surplus wealth shall go

o the national treasury to be expended on national puUrposScs,
rather thon be accumulated by private personse. -There ig nothing
divine ob S&CTOSunCt in any of thcsc arrangencnts; they arc matters
of purely human conccrn, matters for discussion and adjustment
bebween the members of the nation, matters to be decided upon
finally by the nation as o whole; and matters in which the nation
as o whole can revise or reverse its decision whenever it scoms
good in thc common interest to do SOe T do not disallow the right
to prlvate property; but I insist thqt all property 1is held -

subject to the national banctlon.
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And T come back again to this: that the people are the nationg
the whole people, all its men and women, and that laws méde or acts
done by anybody purporting'tovrepresentzthe people but. not ®eally -
authorised by the people, cither exprcssity or iﬁpliedly, to repres—
ent them and to act for them do not bind the people; are a usyrp-
ation, an impertinence, & nullity. For instance, o Govornmcnt .of

apltallsts, or a Government of clerics, or a Government of Jlawyers,
or a Governcnt of tinkers, or a Govermicnt of red-headed men, or a
Government of men born on a Tuosdqy, docs not TLPTGQOnt the people

and cannot bind the people, unless it is expressly or 1Nﬁleolyj

chosen and accepted by the people to. represent and act for then; and

in that casc it becones the lawful govermment of the peoPly, and
continues such until the people withdraw their 1ndatceseesnessee
esssessealhe people, if w flse, will choose asg the mnkers and admin—
istrators of their laws men and women actually and.fully represent-
ative of all men and women in the nation, the men and women of no
property equqlly with the nen ‘wn’1 women of property; they will re-
gard such an accident as the popseq31cn offproperty", "capital",
”weﬂlth", in any shape, the pOSSbbSlOH of what is called "a stake
in the country," as conferring no moire right to represent the peo-—
ple than would the accident of posscssing red hair or the accident
of having been born on a Tucsday. And ir order that the people may
be able to choose as o legialation and as o governnent men and wo-
nen really and fully representative of thenselves, they will keep
the choive actually or virtually in the hands of the whole people;
in other words, while, in the exercise of their sovereign rights
they may, if they will. delegatc the actual choice to somebody
omeng then Z,e. adopt a 'restricted franchis e’y they will, ir wise,
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adopt the widest. possible franchise - give a vote to every adult
man and woman of sound mind, To rstrict the franchise in any
respect is to prepare the way for some future usurpation of the
rights of the sovereignﬂpeople. The pcople, thaot is, the whole
people, must remain sovéreign not only in ﬁheory, but in tact,

I assert, then, the divine right of the people, "god's grant
to fdom and his pour children for ever," to have and to hold this
goud green enrth, 4And I asse?t the SQVbreignty and the sanctity
of the nations, which are the people emtodied and.orgnhised. The
‘nation is 2 natural dividion, as natural as the family, and as

incvbable, That is one reasonbwhy the notion is holy and an
copire is not holy. 4 nation is knit toguther by‘n&tural ties,
ties mystic a@@ﬂjpiripual, ties human and kindly; an enpire is
at best held together by tics of mutual interest, and at worst by
brute force, The nation is the family at large; an eﬁpife‘is a
commercial corporation in large, The nation is of Godj; the empire

is of man = if it is not of the devil,
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"Who Owns the Ground Rents in Ireland?"

The following speech was delivered by Cllr, Seamus Costelloe of
Sinn Fein to the DBray Urban District Council in 1967,

"Gentlemen, in proposing to. you that ground rents be abolished,
I intend to show you that what we-propose is a much needed reforn
of land law in Ircland — a reform that would bring the law into
somé correspondence with the norality and-justice!of the matter,
Indced, S0 great is the gulf existing betwcen the justice and the
law of the matter that our .proposition boils down to:.a demand for
a drastic ovcrhaul, 1ong overdue, of am. antiquated. feudal systcme
I intend to discuss briefly first, the morality of ground rents,
secondly, the law as it stands, and thirdly, I intedd to give some
idea of the extent of ground rent holdings and their ownership,

"On grpund of morality and philosophy what we intend that this
council have the honour of proposing to the other councils of Ire—
land cannot in any way be described as new, Ireland has always,
because tof the influende of'England, lagged well behind tha nate
ions of.the world in implémentation of progressive legislation,
The Divine Right of Kings died in the French Revolubion of 1739,
In‘l789,‘én Ireland, a Cathdlic who did not subscribe to the
Divine Right of Kings Qas excormmunicated by his bishpp - all the
insurgents of Wexford and Wicklow suffered this fates

Ground rent is based upon the Divine Liight of Private Property
"~ the fheory of absolute right to Private Property. Many of the
ground rent landlords in Ireland, as I propose to show later, own
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vast trocets of urban and rural \roperty becausc their anoesters
came over to Ircland with a sword in’ the tlmc of Henry Vlll
Elizabeth or Cromwell. Conguest rlgnt becane legal title and
has remained so down to the present daye. WQ query the mora-,
1ity of this - but we query further, W query the right of a

any man, be he Irigh, English, or cosmopolitan, to hald an

»wusolute bequeathable title in land - land that he did not cre—

ate, land that is the natural inheritance of all men - not a

few individuals.

Popg Paul V1. in his“recent krcyclical, 'Progrcessio Populorum,‘

has put the case against ausolu+c right in private property very

forcefmlly, I quotei—

God intended the corth énd all that ik contains for the use

of every human being and people, Thus, as all men follow

justice and unite in charity, created goods should shound for

then on o reasonable basis. 411 other rights whatcever,

1nclmd1ng those of private property and of free cormmerce,

are to be subordinake to this principle. They should not

hinder, but on the contrary favour its application. It is

“a grave and urgent social duty” to rcdirect them to their
primary finalityeeesTo guot S&iﬁt imbrose: ?Ybu are not
ﬁhking a gift of your possessions to the poor person, : You
Are handing over to him what is his. FQr'ﬁhAt has been

given in common for the use of all, you have abrog zated. Lo
yourself,!The world is given to all and not only to the
rich.!' That is, private property docs not constitute for

anyone absolute and unconditional right."
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In fact Pope Paul is saying in 1967 what Fintan Lalor said in the
famine ravaged Ireland of 1548, I quote:=

Ialor's thesisi=

"To any plain understanding the'rivht-of private property ie very
simple. It is the right of man to posses, en;oy, and transfer
the substance and use of whatever HE HAS HIMSELF CBEATED This
title is good against the world; and it is the SOLE and ONLY
title by which o wvalid right of absolute property can possibly
reste. j | |

"But no men can plead any such title to a rlght of Uroperty in
the substance of the earth......_

"The earth, together with all it SBONTANEOUSLY produces, is the
free gift amd common property of all mankind, of natural right,
and by granb of God = and all men being equal, no man, therefore,

has a right to appropriate exclusively to himself any part or

portion thereof, cxcept with and by the COMMON CONSENT and AGREE= -

MENT of all other men,

"The sole original right of property in land which I acknowl edge
to be morally valid, is the right of common consent and agreementﬁ
Every other I hold to bec fabricated and fictitious,‘null,vvoid,

and of no effect,”

P.H, Pearse, writing tco months before the Rising of" 1916 re-echoed

".....no private right to property is good as aginst the public
ight of the nation," ‘ :

Thus, gentlemen, we sece that “in morality and in philOSOphy.the

doctrine of the Divine Right of Private Property id a dead letter,
Nevertheless, 1916 and the striuggle for freedom subsequent to it
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failed to 1111 it in this country. The only other country
in the world where ground rent exists is England — the .cou-

try of its origin, smericans and Furopeans arc amazed when
thoy hear of ifj '

Many of our own laws in local planning stem from the re-=
alisation that there is no absclute right to privatce property.
The law that makes a person geck planning permission prior
te bﬁilding dcmbnétrates that the commmitics! right cvers
ride those of the individunl, A1l the various laws about
un)lbntly stru@turup, noxious weeds, no*vc VOlUHC, ete,,
all demonstate the over-riding rights of the community over
those of the ihdividusl, The Gro und Rert Lawg of 1931,
1943, and 1957 demonstrate the opposite and Jﬂhﬁiu the right
of the individual in land apgainst that of the community, The
Ground ant_iaws areé Pnllt upon the theory of absolute right
in privatejprbperty and ailow the individual and his heirs
and successors  to hold the community up tc ransom for the
ground space undcer their houses,

Tho 1dtcst word from the law-makers respecting ground.
rents came in January of this year (1767) ~ the Landlord and
Tenant Lict 1967, 1 do not propose to discuss this lay at
any. length: the cosgse of the South City'Markets and that of
tenants on the- ;roby estate Sandycove clearly demonstrates
the fact thut an unknown nuwmber of puolle Wo live in houses
builtbefore 1931 (when the first act was passed) are not
covered by it, This is bad cnough; but the most insulting

feature of this law is the so-called "Right of purchase!
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which it gives the tenant,

A tenant, according to this law, where it applies, may buy
out this ground rent by paying his landlord a lump sum of money
which, if invested at 73% pea., will yield in simple interest
cgch year an amount equﬁl to the amount normally payable, This
lump sum is arriﬁod at By multiplying the amount of rent by
1342 or 14 i.e. o £10 ground rent is 'bought out! by paying
£132 plus your own and the landlord*s costs fér the carriage of
sale and investintion of title. This oxtra cost has been
averaged at £60 — £70s I don't have to show that this so~called
law is a public confidence trick of the most puerile type., What
landlord in Irclancd has to be persuaded to reccive his ground
ront in advance without the cost off bother of collection or the

fear of congcious alert peo_.le? The Law of 1967 is not law - it

is sophisticated robbery - but what can we cxpect from a Cabinet

which nunbers among its ranks ground rent landlords - Mr. onagh
0'Malley(Linerick), Mr. Ryan(ex~iMinister for Finance), his son
and the leader of Fianna Fail in the Scnate, FEoin O Riain? Or
from an o position which includes ground reént landlords, Yaddy
Delton, Richard Beltan (Fine Gael), Paddy'Nortoh, slum landlord
and 'socialist', of the Labour rarty?

Who owns the ground rents of Ireland and how much are they
worth? The Conroy Commission on Ground Lents (1961-1964) asked
the Irish Landawners! Conventiorn, the associntion of the bigger
ground rent landlords, and were told that it came to about
£5.000,000. That is the amount that these gentlemen collect.
Who arc they? Some of thofr names are not unknown to the people
¢l this country.
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What is the extent of thedr Estates? Dublin is a good
example° )

In Dublln City the estate of the 16th Earl of Pembroke
successor of Strongbow, includes ‘considerable portions aff
Ballsbridge, Mount Merrion, Ringsend, Sandymount, Donnybrook
and all of Dallinteer and Dundrum, The estate of the rack-
‘renting Probys, successors of the Earl of Gareysﬁort includes
nost of Dalkey, parts of Sa ndycove, Dun Looghaire and Black-
rock, and all of Stilorganes & portion of the Proby estate
the 4% acre South City Markets estate was sold last Moy for
£650,0004 o

' The Longford and De Ve501 Estates extend from Seapoint,
through Monkstown to Dun Laoghalre, where they own by far
the greater portion of lands,and urban built-up areas such
as these are hundreds of times more yaluable than rural -

properties.

Tn Dublin County, the estates of Lord Howth cttend from
Raheny and includeﬂthe lands of Clontarf, The Vernons own
Clontarf itself. The present owner is a direct successor
of Anory Tristan, who affected o landing at Howth in 1177.
Lord Talbot de Malahide owns Malahidc, Two years ago the
Raniers arrived from Monaco for a holidaj at the Carton -
Estate, Maynooth, to discover that the estate was more than '

twice the sizw of their own Principality of Momncoe.

Whole towns and the major parts of some cities out31de

of Dublin are owned by ground reht landlords. Abbeyleix
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is owned by De Vesci, The Earl of Cork and Ogsory owns most
of Cork, Two-thirds of Lundalk is owncd by Iord Roden, who
lives in the Six-Countics and is a staunch supporter of the
regime there, Kells belongs to the Marquis of Headfort,
Middleton now belongs to o foreign company, 4nd in conclusion,
it might be noted by many among us, to our cost, who owns nost
of Dray,

Sone of the ground rent paid by Leinster Housc in ublin
alonec might interest yous, Ground rent in exccss of £ 2400 is
paid overy fear on office accormodation located in 64 buildings
scattered throushout Dublin,

On spril 6th last, Leinster House, in n statement, anncunced
that it did not intend to buy out at present,  Who, wo wonder,
is the fortunate ground rent landlord upon whose property the
Tri-colour is flown on all state oceassions? Is this patriotic
man a nenber of the Irish Landowners' Convention Ltaz

These figures give some indication of the extent of ground
rents and their ownership., The only question arising fron
then is how long nust this country suffer thesc aristocratic
parasites?

Councillors assembled here tonight have been presented an
opportunity by Sinn Fein to set a linit to the systematic
robbery of ground rents. Ve hope you will make the nost of it
- Dray, Wicklow, and Ireland cannot afford this blockmadl any

longer, need not and should not,
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