Do you trust the conservative Dail?

Don't let them wipe

away what the

Citizeng” Aggembly 2ayg

4 f Fine Gael Ministers do not believe the recommendations of the Citi-
zens' Assembly for the legalisation of abortion will pass ‘party, Dail or
country’and will have to be significantly amended! Irish Times, 28 Sep-

tember 2017. Leo Varadkar just stated he won't even commit to how he

may vote in a referendum.

How will you feel if the ban on abortion is lifted but the
legislation brought in is so limited that it wouldn't help
95% of women who currently have to travel?

The Oireachtas Committee on the 8th Amendment is meant to come up
with the detailed proposals for a referendum and legislation on abortion
by Xmas. Fine Gael and Fianna Fail have a majority on it. The most they will
concede without a fight is severely limited legislation that allows for abor-
tion only in cases of fatal foetal abnormality and rape.

Sinn Fein only supports abortion in cases of fatal foetal abnormality, rape
and life at risk. Labour - only if “substantial” risk to health. The Social De-
mocrats had the same position though this is now under review and may
be broadened. However, these parties must be persuaded that such re-
strictive abortion is no longer acceptable and would maintain a hypocriti-
calIrish solution’ They should now back the Citizens Assembly.

It's possible we could build up such pressure on the Committee that a ma-
jority are forced to support the Citizens’ Assembly recommendations. The
government and the Dail would be in a difficult position if they then tried
to go against its own Committee. In this way a referendum to repeal the
8th amendment next summer and legislation that gives effect to the CA's
pro-choice proposals could be won.
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ually votedonina separate plebiscite on the same day
as the Repeal referendum, and if passed st_muld
become part of the legislation broughjt in post
referendum. Such an indicative pleb1§clte
brought abortion rights to Portugal in 2007.

There are clear paths to abortion rights ?Jut

it won't happen if the Qireachtas Comms.ttee
and the government s left to its own devices.
The next 100 days will determine t!xe chara‘cter
of next year's referendum and leg}slatmn. Actin
time - get involved in ROSA's campaign!
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