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EVERY NOW AND THEN, when faction fighting within ruling class -odrales bre‘aks_itrbt--the
oren, the public are treated to juicy details on the inner workings of bourgeois rule
in this country. The istest disclosures of this sort, made by L&. Gencral M, dJ.
Ccatello on Radio Eiresnn on Varch 24, are of the utmost importance, since they re-
iate directly to the menner in which imperialism is presently consolidating its hold
on the Irish eccancmy, with the aid of the Free Stote government.

THE ISSUE on which Costello gave forth pertained to the Heing take-over of Erin

Fosds; or the Heinz -Brin merger, as it is politely styled in capitalist jargon.

Fers is an instance where » state industry with considerable export potential was
deliverakely obstructed in developing external markets, and the true facts on its
actual ocnditien suppressed, for the specific purpose of laying the basis of justific-

atien for its subsequent sell-out to foreign capitalism. :

COSTELLO ELABORATED on the manner in which this was done, by relating to the inter-
viewer how the Board of Erin Foods put forward in 1964 certain proposals with regard
%o the development cf markets in Britoin, end had to wait unt il September 1966 for a
reply whick "couveyed-approvel by tho Government for the course of aetion to be
followed by the company in 1966, when the year wes almost over." He then went on
to sar hat "the suppression of this fact gave the public the impression that Brin
Foods had bsen trying ¥ainly to sell products in Englend, when, in fact, the company
woe homstrung in many of its attempts to sell, snd whenever it did get geoing, its
galss performance was spectacularly good." AeE

THE OBCECT of the furegoing menoeuvers on the part of the Government are, of course,
gasily understood in the context of the subsequent claim thot the merger with Heinz
was cssertial for the acquisition of external markets for the products of Erin Foods,
in ‘okher words s manufacturing industry based primarily on notive raw materials, was
first estabiished with millions of pounds of the taxpayers money. Once established,
it wag then deliberstely hampered in its development, and the lack of progress aris-
ing frem this latter ast of sabotage was then trotted out as justification for hand-
ing a readymade ccncern over %0 foreign control, Indeed, not nlone was Erin Foods
readymade for foreign capitalist exploitation, it was alsc & going concern despite all
the impediments strewn in its path. As Costello said, ond since he was directly in-
volved.he should know, "Ia the three months it was ready to get going, its rate of
cale was such that it has not yet been surpessed.” This was yot onother fact which
nad to be supprecsed by the Beard of Erin Foods, "at the instance of a Civil Servant
from the Department of Finance."

THEXE WAS NO jostification whatever for the merger said Costells, in fact, it was
opposed by people prominent in the running ~f the company, amongst which Costello
can, no doubs, bs counted. When asked "hat had enyone to gain from it?" he rep-
lied: "Nobody hac snysching to gain in this country, but naturally cnough, the people
who delivered Heinz had a lot to gain; and everybody who was in favour of Heinz and

“of foreign domination here would have this point of view". Said he, expanding fur-

ther: "Heinz wos simply like other foreign firms looking for something for nothing,
er semething for 1ittle anyway. In fact, they got something for nothing."

FORELT] FIRVMS looking for something for nothing: no socianlist could do better in
underscoring the mctives behind foreign investment in Ireland, ond Costello is far
frem being a socialist. The Heinz affair is but one in hundreds relsting to for-
eign coatrol of the Irish economye. As an established and prominent member of the
ruling class, Costello knows what he is talking about when he exposes the scandal of
the Hoinz take-over. But by so doing, he inadvertently gocs further, and sxposcd
also the base hypoerisy of the Free State Government's allegation that pregress in
Tyeland “epends upcn such foreign investment. Progress yes! But progress for
whom?  That's the rub.
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COSTELLG BY NO #EANS limited nis disclosurus %o the Heinsz alfair, He also had some-

thing to say on the manner in which foreim companics had infiltreted into other aress
of’ E;overnment services. Specificelly, he mentioned the allocation of dsiry subsidiss
ond the foct that "the board that determines the nllocrtion of this subsidy contoins
three most influentinl members who are de facto ropresentrtives of foreig intercsts,”
Naturally, he did not go so far as to say thot these people. whom he named ns lessrs.
Power, Godsil end 0'Neill, were guilty of malfsosancs. What he did suggest, was that
people who had a direct interest in the disposal of public money by such a boord,
"should either get off the bosrd or get out of the foreipm companies which thoy were :
associated with.," The present set up, he said, geve rise to o "conflict of interest"i!
The inference here is clear enough, while being ot the same +ime sufficiently ambig-
ious to avoid entanglemont with the finer points of the law,
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WHEN ASKED if he took the sctions of "epostles of imperialism in Ireland”, the senior
Civil Servants and their ventriloquist's dummics' installed on the boards of state own-
ed companies, to mean that the Frec State was in effect nothing more than a benana re-
public?”  Costello replied: "I didu't comparc us +o a banana republic, I said that
people had 2 hard neck to take this particular line in Irelsand. The only countries
in which this had been previously attempted were bonana repuhlics”, In other words,
W& eree not a bsnana republic, merely a Potato Republic; +the diffarence being that in
& banana republic imperialism not nlone functions, but also appears to function, while
in a Potato Republic such as ours, imperialism operates without appearing to do so.
But give us a little more time, ond we'll make the grade yot}

IT IS TO BE greatly lamented that the disclosures of blatant subscrvicnse to imperial-~
ist exploitaticn made in the "Costello imterview", will all too readily bs forgotten
and ignored by the mass of the people when they raipse out at the next election and,
with their pathetic little "X", put the seal of popular approval on yet another
assembly of robber barons. If we made statoments similar to those of General
Costello, we would be quickly labelled as purveyors of basc anti-notioncl propagsnds,
that had its source in a foreign ideology, and its motives in o subssrvience to
foreign interssts. And how many are they who will still 1np up such garbage?
Socialism operating in Ireland would quickly end all thesc things which Cos%ello and
his likes will never do so despite all their talk; becsuse to eliminate such mis-
adninistration requires not alone the suppression of those who practice it, but also
the eradication of its very source, which is of course tho very ruling class of
which Costello himself is still a part.

THE ANTHETISIS of the Irish bourgeois fear of socialism, which they are pleasad to
style foreign, is their love for foreign capitslism in the guise of imperialism, And
why not? " It is no skin off their ass that imperislism exploits both the Irish People
and the Nation's resources. To begin with, they get their rake-off; and they are
also sufficiently pragmetic to reaiise that their security as a ruling class is cnex-
tricably entwincd in this day and 2ge with the fortunes of the multi-national web of
imperialism, The era when a national bourgeosiie could function indcpendently of, or
in.conflict with other bourgeois states has passed; at least insofer as the mini-
bourgeois states are concerncd. However, it would appear that Costello is one of
those antideluvien bourgeois who do not reslise this hard fact, or who refuses to
acocept its consequences. Hence, his open attack on the malpractices of the dominant
section of his own class. But the

: = "Senior Civil Servants", those "apostles
g i P et of foreign imperialism", as he calls

' 4 i : them, know the score, and it is they, and
: not he, whe detcrmine the fate :~d courss
H of the Irish Free State.

IT IS THIS CCNFLICT, the contradiction
between & 19th century concept of bour-~
geois national interests, and the 20th,
century demands of imperialism which
gave rise to Costello's anti-government
outburst on HMarch 24th. We can all
derive a certain benefit from such intra-
class faction fight when it breaks into
the open; not alone from what it
reveals, but also from what it implies.
The demands of imperialism at +imes
create exploitcble cracks in the ruling
class structure which, under certain
conditions, can be effectively used to
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snarpen the Peopies’ conscicusnesc on the true nature of bourgeois rule, and by so
doing, drive a wedge between the ruling class end the working people as a whole, In
this sense, the openly expressed anti-government antagonism of people like Costella
can serve a useful purpose, not because his middle class valucs are more compatible -
to the welfare of the PEOPLE than those of his imperialist oricntated class associates,
but because they are antiqueted, end due to this tend to twarth rather than advance the
mellbeing and smooth functioning of that class as the ruling body. It is in this
spirit that we now heil the public service rendered by goneral Costello en March 24th.

OISCEAL DE REI
CHARLES SHEA

Atz deire an leabhair ud, "THE DISTASTEFUL CHALJE)NGE"" le Charles MoCarthy, £4 iennsiti
ml-mhaoanta ar fheahunacht na a,eugeo/ Os ruad & n'%r iarr Sinne e fhreagalr‘b se
annis'cuige mar tHas linn, go dt1 go mbais tabhairt faei ina ioinlfine:

"T'rmre must be few experimonts in osur m~dern world so astonishing as the attempt te
revive the Irish Language, because in fact there was very much more to it than the
language itself; we actually set about creating a new culture. And millisns ef
children in the last thirty years living a life quite different from this ramantic
Gaelic past, were nevertheless brought up in the schools to believe that their ewn
hcae culture and street culture was something alien, something to be ashamed ef and
that the Gaelic culture provided by the school was the only reel thing in their
lives..." (McCerthy. op. cit. 108/9).
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IS na/lreacn do dhuine sior-asthris do dhgancmh ar 2 chr*/irdc° gech is meage fo/s/do
dhpine a bhiomns ag sodar in diaidh & nomheidl Is mar sco d';llro mnl)x Wil, onoir
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MAIRIR lo cosc McCarthy sr an geeistin is iniucha: "if the school crestss e snarp
cultural break from +he family, one tends to invite children to cut thomselves away

from real life as they experience it; and there is no egreater harm,..to0 a youn
¥ g J g

e
mind...than to put in questlon the very validity of its gwn expcrlenr‘ ..(p. 108).
~
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Durirg the past month the Cork members of Saor Eire have engoged in a thorough assess-
ment of their activities with respects to the publicaticn of People's Voice, and other
organisational motters. As o conscquence, it has been decided to rationnlise future
labours in the light of expericnce gnined over the past wvoor.

One of tho decisions emerging from this self-criticism pertains to People's Voice,
It hos been decided to limit its publlc“tlon to once ever; cight weeks for the time
be ing., This was adopted so as to facilivate the development of obther sctivities
which, it is hoped, will morec readily contribute towards the smergence of a truly
dynumlc Marxist- Lbnml"J' Perty in Treland,

Despite the many changes durinmg tho pest decade conditions in Ireland arc by no means
amenable to the ready ectablishment of an cffective Marxist effort. Mach groundwork
still remaing to be done; many skills stiil require mastoring, e especially with
rogards to Marxist-leninist theory and its relation to practicec.,

As things now stand, there is e denrth of competaent Morxists, with the result thet we
ac Jcualﬁly lack the m+(311ecfu1‘ base upon which to build the necsssary organisation to
achieve our desired goals. At the present time we would appear to be going through

a phose of acquiring such a vital praequisite, osnd in the process are experiencing all
the frustrations -nd centradictions that 2re common to such n period, Small-groupism
flourishes under such conditions, as do scctarienism ond dogmat ism. It is all tso0
casy to become immersed in s morsss of such negative trends, and lose sight completely
of the one thing thet really metters -- the cultivetion of an individusl and e
cnlleptive capacity to pursue Marxiss objects in & manner complementary to object ive
°nd subjective conditions.

On uz(amlnl:ag3 our position in the light of experienco, we have ncquired ot least some
consclousness as to what must be dnne if Socialism is to be victoricus in Ireland;
&nd we will attempt to regulate our future efforts in a manner which will comp lement
this, It is unfortunate that such a period of reorganisation and redirectior will
disrupt the frequemcy with which People's Voice has hitherto appeared. However, i%
is hoped that this shall, in the end, be for the best, In the meantime, it is hoped
that all subscribers wul bear with us.
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Six-County Paisleyites, armed by Stormont and called B-specials, have again been
unleashed on the people of British Oocupied Ireland. The following list of
shootings in which this sectarian force was involved during the 1950's, will
surely give an indication of what to expect from them in the future, now that
they have been called in to assist the R.U.C. in suppressing civil rights
demonstrations. :

March 5, 1955 - Rathcarbery, between Keady and Darkley, 18 yeor-old Arthur
Leonard shot deat when B-men opened fire on a van he was driving. 16 year-
old Claroc Mallon was wounded, (I. Independent 7/3/55).

March 6, 1955 -~ Austin Stinson (23) of Monea, Derrygonnelly, Co, Fermanagh,
seriously wounded by patrol of B-men on the Aughnacloy-Augher Road while driving

s car, (I. Independent 7/3/55).

October, 1955 - Thomas Corrigan (33 ), Anne Street, Dungannon, was, in his own
words, "brutally attacked" by & party of ormed B-Speciecls on the outskirts of
Dungannon. He received medical treatment to his head , arms and legs. (Irish
Press, 18/10/55).

October, 1955 - B-Special Constable Daniel Richmond (26) was shot dead while
drilling with other Specials at Park Hall, Armoy, Co, Antrim, (I. Independent
22/10/55)

MOTORIST HIT _
December 26, 1956 - Charles Hilliard (38) of Bracklen, Ederney, Co. Fermanagh,
was wounded in the leg by a B-special bullet when driving home early in the
morning, (I. Press, 27/12/56). :
January 1, 1957, Five young Tyrone people were fired on by B-Specials as they
drove home from & New Year's party, near Caledon. TUmna Buchensn (12) lost the
sight of an eye. Mourice Buchanan (19) was seriously wounded in the back.
Florence Buchanan (14) and Ruby Buchansan (17) had hend injuries., -Merlyn
Buchanan was wounded in the arm, (I. Press, 2/1/57).

January 18, 1957 - A B-Special shot his own son in the leg while rushing to set up
a road-block on the Dungsnnon-Coalisland road. g

February 1, 1957 - Specianl Constable Kenneth Blliott of Newtownbutler, Co.
Fermanagh, was motor-cycling near his home at 8,15 p.m. He was fired oen by 0
police patrol and received serious sbdominal injuries. (I. Preas; 2/2/57). :

April 8, 1957 -~ Special Constable Robert Henderson (24) was shot deat in the day-
room of Trillick, Co. Tyrone police barracks by ancther B-specinl (I. Press 9/4/57).

April, 1957 - Special Constable John IhcConnell was shot dend in Newbtownards R.U.C.
Barracks by sn R.U.C. constable (I. Independent, 26/4/57),

WOUNDED

June 9, 1957 - Mrs, Margaret Martin (42) Belfast, wos wounded in the shoulder when
a mixed B-Special/R.U.Co patrol cpened fire with Sten Guns on her husband's car
near Killeen Customs post, Co, Armagh. (T. Independent, 10/6/57).

: (Cont inued on page 11).



NONE OF THE 26 COUNTY GOVERNMENTS > 8ince the treaty, have found it nscessary to
depart much from the administrative structures sot up by the British Crown. Those
changes which have been made, have come about due to changses in the cconomic or
social circumstances and not as a rosult of any desire to build a new democratic
order of things. In education the pattern followsd is much the same as 60 years
agoe The only ma jor departurc has beecn the ins®itution of the Technical School
system, The Vocatisnal Bducetion Act of 1930 gave lognl standing to the already
existing, but embryonic, schemo of technical instruction. At that time it was
common for an area to be serviced by, for example, a Woodwork teacher and a
Domestic Science instructor whe travelled about an area on bicycles and held
classes in lofts, barns and anywhere clse they were let,

!
The spread of tho 'techs' was 5 nocossary ‘step to make possible the Government's
economic and industrial policiss, The Cosgrave rogime had begun a programme of
industrial protectionism to foster the development of native industry. Industry
needs skills of many kinds and Treland was greviously short of them,

THE VOGATIONAL EDUCATICN SYSTEM has meant that for 40 years the needs of Irish
industry for skilled workers have been largely fulfilled. It has provided the
children of workers snd smsll farmers with the opportunity to raise their general
educational levcl but has also provided ("the classic capitalist pattern of
containment of the most able of the working class”,) a means to join the labour
aristooracy. The 'techs' was therefore sot up to provide Irish industry with a
basically skilled corps of workers. They were staffed largely by teachers who
were themselves from much the same backgrounds as their students. This system
has developed in sizc for +the past 40 years but néw changes are now affecting the
whole education sector, The 'frec' schools scheme has meant that working-class
children have increased their chances somewhat for éntry into the secondary schools
and subsequently into the middle-class. The *tochs' heve changed at the same
tims,

1

THIS YEAR STUDIENTS ettending Vecetional Schools will take the Intermediate Certi-
ficate and facilitiss will be provided for Vocationsl students to procecd to

Leaving Certificete, The emphasis practical subjects such as metalwork and
woodwork has lessened snd & new range of subjects, with an increassd emphasis on
existing ! gencral' subjsccts, has been instituted., The numbers of  students
attonding the Vocational Schools has sosred in this decade, so also have the

numbers of teachers (35% increase between 1960~66 )  Under the 'old regime' the
numbers of university gradustes was small, being confined mostly to teschers of
commerce and some general subject teachers. But with the new emphasis, with the
introduction of Science, languagos etc. to the course in the past fow years, the
number of pradustes hes incressed to the extont that they now represent 50% of
Vocational teachers and that percentage is growing every year. There has been
prowing friction between the graduste and non-graduste teachers. The graduates, ;
coming mostly from comfortable middle-class backgrounds, have been secondary schooled
and have 8 scoondary school, i.e, bourgeois cutlook on 1lifs, The non~-graduate
teachers are trained, be they woodwork, metalwork, domestic sc ience, some non-
groduaste rural science, art teachers all with diplomes, Some may have come through
sccondary schools but many of the trained practical teachers are products of the
same school system in which they teach and on the whols have a greater commitment
to the concept ond the practice of Vocational Educat ion. The graduste view is

more often then not that the dogres is 'king', that having made the 'sacrifices'

to cbtain their degress they should be given the benefit of some form of
recognition, namely cash! Implicit in this argument and made explicitly by the
graduatc is the view that o grest denl of capitel was invested in the secondary and
university education of the graduate by their families such that he deserves a
modest return on the large sums of money invested. This is a class argument, it
has its basis in the capitalist view of affoirs. Even so this argument is built

on quicksand} he university student and indecd the secondary school student has
beén and is being supported more from the slendor pockets of the workers than the
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inflated pockets of thu largé farmer snd the shopkesper who "sorimp ond save" %o

send Johnny to the 'unce!'. The toxpayer (in this country that means the spender

of money, as well as the income tax-payer) mekes a contribution to the universitics
TWICE that of the fee-paying student. (That does not include capital grants for
-.buildings etc..). . The only resson the universitiss charge fees is %o keep out the
ts5ons and daughters ‘of those who pay the most of the taxcs. The community has made
‘2 far greater investment in the university graduate than the graducte's family.
(Prayl Where did they get their money). -

FOR THE GRADUATES, the economic argument must now be abandoned. The second line
of defence concerns the quality of the educotion offered at o university and hew
it produces a better educator, whoreas the man trained by the Department of
Educetion is not an educator but an instructorit The first nubt to crack here is
that & vocational teacher is an educetor in the sense in which the graduste means
it. The classical and bourgeois ideal of education, building up the critical
capacity, developing the individual's awarcness of the ‘inter-relationships of
things and the ability to maintain an objective view of things and ideoas has in
the opinion of the writer long since disappeared from schools snd universities.
It is ne longer the purposc of the univers ity to turn out well rounded gent lemen
versed in the orts and ideas of the age, but to fulfil the oconomic and social
requirements of %tho kind of society in which we live, i,e., capitalism, in all its
aspects. This is also the function of the Vocational Schools, if on a2 different
level, The change of emphasis in the school cirriculum is dus to the fact that
industry and commerce require workers who are more adaptable and better equipped to
meet the changing demands of technology. Therefore, the student does mors
English, more Science etc,

GOING BACK to the sectional argumént of the gredvustes; they went s differential
between themselwes and non-graduste teachers because of (&) the cost of obtaining
8 university degree, or if that doesn't hold, (b) becouse the years spent in a
university cause the gredustc to obtain the acedemic equivelent of the "COLGATE
Ring of Confidence"., The grndustes went to messure the unmeasurablel! The
assumption here is that the production of 2 well-rounded individual is part ond

parcel of university education. It is notlt The university is designed to do
the direct opposite if anything producing the world-wide revolt within tho
universities agninst an oppressive system of "education™, In Irelend however

the class lines in vocetional schools are nlready drown, The renct ionery graduate
¢lements have organised themsclves to maintain and widen the differential introduced
by the Ryan Tribunal report on teachers salaries, by sett ing up the University
Graduates Association (Vocatiom=l). They have formed =n essocistion, ostensibly
within the Vocational Teachers Associatim to pursue a volicy directly opposed to
that of the V.T.A. as laid down by its Annual Congress. In the face of this
reaction the Executive of the V.T.A. have adopted what they call o conc iliatory
attitude towards these elitists. But there is a growing body of opinion comprising
redical graduetes snd the main body of non-graduate teachers that the union must
take strong disciplinary action sgainst members who subscribe to the elitist and
selfish views of the groduats group.

THIS REPORT WILL perhaps indicate how class conflict can operate outside the aroa
of industrial production, and is manifest anywherc by those who heve benefitted
frem a privileged position and who seck to msintain snd cxtend their privilege.
The beneficial effects of this outbreak of rsaction has been to incrssss the
militency and class oonsciousness of the general body of teachers., MORE OF IT!

A WORKERS LIBRARY - WHEN 7

THE CORK CITY Public Library in common with other city and county libraries

throughout the country are the property of the Irish people, this, there is no

disputing. It follows that as the majority of the people are workers, it is to

be expected that these libraries should serve working class interests. To

acquire g working knowledge of socialism, the ideology of the working cless, workers

are required to study the basic works of Marx, Engels, lenin and other Socialist

writers, = Like many other publications to-day, more often than not their price is

beyond the msans of the worker, comsequently he has to rely on the public library.

How then does our city library serve the student of socialism? A visit to the

library left us in no doubt, the lending depertment has a few dozen bonks by some

erstwhile socialists and "red-boiters", but the reference Library really deserves

a prize. Consulting the classified file we found the following listzd under SOCIAL-

ISM (Deweys classification’350) "Fascism, Commumnism or whot," Daniel Cohalan (Bishop

of Cork), "Labour, Naticnality and Religion" Connolly, "Could Ireland beccme Commumn ist"
Hogan, "Socialism and Notionalism" Comnolly, "The Workers Kepublic" Connolly, "Fabian Tracts

1834 to 1918" and a volume of Marx's "Capitai", Is mot this a disgrece for a library in g

i 5 a_v T in! ks_ond s} 0.v es readil ilable
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the workers deéserve 2 better sérvice. %
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IV (UR LAST ISSUE we reprinted s staotement from the Dublin Postméns' Union, which
publicized the plight of militent postmen who experience harrassment ond vietimiz-
atien frem their depertmentnl besses in colloboration with the officials of the
Post Offiec Warkers! Union, when they endeavous to assert nermal worker demands.

IT IS WELL KNOWN within labour circles that werking cenditions for postmen gener-
ally arc of early 19h century vintage. Tt is accepted also that the P.O.W.U. is

g unien in nething but name, since it falls clecrly within the category of a

"pecket unien". Under such cenditiens it is in ne way strange that thosc temporary
pestmen whe wore not reduced to the normal cenditien of civil service zambies,
should find themsclves beltcd from all sides when they showed the temerity to

domand wheat are ressonable werking conditions.

THIS FIGHT against serf-like conditiens in the Post Office is a reoccurring one,
of which the offerts ef the D.P.U. are but the latest chapter. The D.F.U., wos
fermed in July 1968, for *the primary purposde of forwarding the claims of temporary
pestmen in the Dublin arca. Boginiing with on initisl membership of 30, it
quickly expanded te represent 1503 a grewth which, when associated with militant
agitation, had tho sffect of "swakening" the interest of the P.0.W.U, in temporary
pestmen --- ot least in Dublin. Before this the P.0W.U. had shown but scant
interest in the welfare of temporary postmen, and had made little effort to

soocuro their ndhdsimd te their unien. Now, that these men had shown a tasto

for independent ergonisation, the tune changed; but under circumstances which
made clesr that the metivetion stemmed mare from a wish to maintain the "normal"
servility in warker relotions with the besses, than from any new-found inclinat-
ion to fight for the rights of these werkers. Noturally, the militants thumbed
their noscs at such transparent attempts to .side~track their claims; and as was
to be oxpected, they have since suffered the censoquences.

AS TEMPORARY STAFF the nctive members of the D.P.U. were wide opon to dismissal
witheut redress. ' The union's secretory, Bernard Hartnett, was one of thosge who
suffered such = fate last February, en the trumped up charge of an unsatisfactory
werking record. His resction te this news was, fer want of a better phrase,
uncharactoristic »f the nermal service stmesphere of a post office floort  "He
pulled the supervisor's cap dewn over his eyes.” A sacrilege, to be sure, but

2 mild resctien we would szy from o Dublin worker whose predccessors had shown
their mettle in the ranks of Citizen Army.

THE ISSUES RAISED by the D.P.U. are of rclevance tc places other than Dublin.
Indeed, throughout rural Ircland, and especially in small post offices, the

status sf temperary postmen is tragic. Relying merely on a limited personal know-
ledge, we can readily call te mind six or seven specific locations where but one
pormanent pesitien exists, while from three %o five temporary postmen are employed
year in amd year out,. Such men can, and very often do put in a 1lifetime of
service without ever having the prespects of securing the benefiks of a permanent
pasitien, It was not too lmg ags that the Sunday papers coverced the ret irement
of sne such man, wha had been delivering letters since before 191614 His time
had eventually came te pack in, with nething, or very little to show for his time
othor than the usual "thanks Jack, sure you werc a grest man.”

THE IACK OF SUCH THINGS as pension rights snd sick benefits by temporary postmen
may Soem exaggerated when' cempared to the plight of many industrial workers
who suffer similar disabilitiocs. Pyt this is n:t so in the context of their
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conditions of empnloyment. Temporary postmen work side by side with pormanent
staff, doing the seme work, snd quite frequently putting in the same longth of
sorvice. However, thoy get paid less every weck, £14. 8. 5. as against

£16, 13, O.; they enjoy six woeks sick leave with pay per year, as against
six months for the pcrmancnt man; and on rotirement thoy get a lump sum of
about £700, as against a pension based on lengbth of service plus a lump sum for
the permancnt employee. The industrial worker who would tolerate such blatent
discrimination on 2 factory floor is a rarc bird indecd thesc days.

PRESUMABLY, one could lay all the blame at the door of the Department of Post

& Telegraphs for this discreditable discrimination. But' the fact is, that
illustrious institution functions as a normal appendage of the capitalist system
of which it is a part. Therefore, it will iavariably explcit and dl‘fld(‘ 1ts

employecs in classic capltﬁlls’c Iashlon ond to én sXtont thns rofl: SR
of organiscd worksr oppositi vith =t mb it ‘has to centend. The ¢ 5 TIL apros—
ition the mors subducd ths discrim'.n fir‘n and vice wversa. Honos, at the
root of tha p“obl Gnsofar oa 1% relotizs Ho wor}“ ;T =0 plov"r ralati the

Department of Poats & 'alﬂ;:,r gha; it s;: 11s PONRUS

WHAT IS THE P,OJW.U.? As a union it is a sick joke s but’ as an"associat ion"
functioning in the guise of a union, it readily facilitates an indirecct but
highly effective medium for worker manlpul tion on the part of the ‘bosses.
Official appointments in thg fagsociation” arc restricted to civil sorvants, who,
when clected to a posi‘cion are still "subject to rogulations governing the
conduct of Civil Servents." In a word, officials of the P,0.W.U. continue as
employees of the boss against whom they arc procfod to fight on bvhalf of fellow
workers. An appointee is given "speciml loave” to takc up a position as full-
time union official, bub as the Department so succintly puts i%, "Thc officer °
will be tre '1+ed... s if ho had continued to serve in the Dbp"*“bml‘nt For
instance, such a "union" offlclal "will not be frec to cngege in political
activitics," and of course, should he prove overly diligent in pressing the
claims of the workers he reproscnts, his own futurc as sn omployec is open to
subtle but coffective retribution, In plain language, officials of the P.O.W.U.
remain full-time employees of the Departmvnf and arc thersfore subject to act’

in a manrer befitting employce., in their deslings with the Dcpartment as advocdtes
of the workers. Imagination is a thing least required in deducing what this
loads to in the broad context of the class struggle.

«

THOSE UNACQUAINTED with the many inimical fcaturbs of thg F. 0,W.U. may consider
the forcgoing overly exaggereted; they may be inclined £o say: "things could'nt
be that bad.” Helll we haven't thg space to detail just how béd the situation
really is. Such o task would roquire a 11tOI‘“I‘~r work oxcs cdmg 11'1 length
Gibbon's "Decline snd Fall of the Roman Empirc": and cven then there would be
critics who would still comsider such = trootmont superficial, Ecut, if thn, fore-
going points are deoemed too grotesque to really apply to a trede union todﬂy, we
give just one more, and let the politically inclined figure it out. !

AS CIVIL SERVANTS, both the officials and members of the P,0.W,U. are not free to
parmlclpfrtn in weanmgful political activitics--~like pu‘tuiﬂg up 'pcs"cgrs or®
canvassing for a contestant in a 1oo'11 clsction, Yet, the "union” 1s affiliated
=h : £0 the Labour Party, "nd sends
delegates to its Annual Conference.

Here again, of course, the P.0.W.U.
is nothing but a paper tiger,

because as Scnator Jack MeQuillan
has stated from first-hand lmowledge,
they sre "not entitled to criticise
Government Policy, @as cbrt in members
of that union know to “thOlI‘ bitter

shame and hum:Lllat ion,! (P.0.0.A.
Wewslettor, 1ny 188). " Talk about
Pant omimet Bven in it's hey day the

"ROYAL" could'nt top that ong s delegates
denied the right of political }nvolve—
ment by their boss, participating in
degisions on the course of a political
party. One could'nt bec blamed for
wondering which is the worst, the
P.Q0W.U. or the Labour Party.

TPEOPLES VOICE" NO. 6 April/liay 1969,
) : Pripbed snd Putlished st 9, 8%.
omebody's goofed < sve njefed thea with Tk setet Tichonlas Church Plesc, Off Cove 8%,
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ON THIS ISSUE McQuillan  poses the question: "Perhaps someone would cxplain the
apparent reluctance of any member of the P.O.W.U. to contest a seat on the Labour
Party administrative council, Surely 2 seat on the Council which governs the
labour Party would be s dcsimble object for a Union which claims such close
associetions with the Party. Or would it be esccurate to say thet they are
barred as Civil Servents from so doing? It is a pity therefore, and indeed &
matter with serious implications, to find a Union, whose members are debarred
from taking part in the humblest and most meninl political chores, should so
blatantly endeavour to blackmail a political party. The Party of course is
warse to tolerate it." (Newsletter, May, 1968).

TO COMPLICATE this farce further you then heve the Minister of Posts and Tole-
graphs collecting P.O.W.U. unicn dues, part of which go to the Iabour Party as
a political levy imposed on all its affiliates. As the political line-up in
Leinster House now stands, this means that post office workers pay their levy
to0 the Labour Party via o Fianna Fail Minister; while at the seme time they
are denied the right to get the political worth of their money, by being
debarred frem meaningful political involvement in the Labour Party. Frankly,
we doubt if such o compliceted rigemorole would or could be conceilved in any
places other than Ireland, for the simple purpose of giving workers the run
about.

AS WE SAID, to unravel the whole sorry mess thet is the P.0.W.U. would require
many volumes. But ot lsast this short illustration should suffice to show

why the present unrest prevails amongst at least some post office workers, and
why endeavours are being made to build a new union to offset the blatant
lackeyism that has flourished for all too long under the auspices of the P.0.W.U.

Contd. from page 6.

June 24, 1957 - After wounding his daughter Elizabeth (24) in the neck and his son
Irvine (22) in the left hand, R.U.C. Constable Thomas oK. Holmes, aged 54, Maytown,
Bessbrook, Co. Armagh, shot himself dead. (I. Press 25/5/5'7). :

July, 1957 - Special Constable Joseph Ewing (21) Ballylaeckey, Co. Antrim, received
a bullet wound in his lef when an automatic weapon was accidentally discharged,
while en duty on the Dungannon-iloy Road.

August 14, 1957, Robert Brown (25), Crossgar, Cc, Dovn, was shot dead by a member
af the U.S.C. en the Kilmore-Crossgar Road. (I. Times, 16/8/57).

September 31, 1957, - While motoring home ot about midnight, Kevin John Mac Manu#a
(35), Lisnaskea, was fired on by s B-Specisl patrol rnd received minor injuries.
(I. Times, 23/9/57).

Cotober 15, 1957 ) - iiss ¥argaret HMcIlveen, 110 Tavonagh Street, Belfast, was
wounded in the arm by a B-Special member of = Belfast police patrol, in Milner
Street, Belfast. (I. Press 17/10/57).

November 13, 1957 - John Cellins (45), a motorist of Clanrye ivenue, Newry, was
wounded abeut the head after being fired on by a B-Special patrol on the Armagh-
Newry rmad at 9,30 p.m. '

February 12, 1958 - Aiden Crossey (18), Derrymocash, Lurgan, Co. Armagh, was
admitted t» Lurgan Hospitel with a bullet wound in his left leg, after he had been
fired on by o pslice patrel nesr his home. (I. Press, 13/2/58).

March 21, 1958 - Michael Keegon, 2 14 year-old schoolboy of Clonalig, Crossmeglen,
Co. Armagh, was shot dewn by a B-Special patrol while cycling home from a local
cinema. He susbtained gunshot wounds in both legs.

August 24, 1958 - James Crosssn (26), Cloneary, Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, an unarmed
civilian - was shot dead near Swanlinbar in Co. Cavan by B-Specials ond R.U.C. A
companien was kidnapped and taken to Belfast Ja il where he was held without charge
or trial for-clese on three years.

September 6, 1958 -~ B-Special Thomas G. Taylor (56) of Holywood Road, Belfast, was
found desad in his heme with a bullet wound in his chest; a revolver was beside his
b = S. Pres TLEL88)

off. § sss, 7/9/58) SHOT DEAD

Oct ober .3, 1958 - Comstable C. H. Cunningham (19), a native of Cookstown, Co. Tyrone,
died in Dreperstown R.U.C. Barracks, from a bullet wound caused when he was

cleaning & rovelver (I. Independent 4/10/58).
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WORKERS OF THE

Workers of the world, awakenl

Break your chains, demand your rights,
All the wealth you make is take:

By exploiting parasites.

Shail you kneel in deep submission
From your cradles to your graves?

Is the heighi of your ambition

To be good and willing slaves?

If the workers take a notion,
They can stop all speeding trains;
Every ship upon the ocean

They can tie with mighty chains;
Every wheel in the creation,
Every mine and every mili,

Fleets and armies of the nation
Will at their command stand still.
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