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Labour Finance Minister Quinn,
refused to meet with lobby groups in
the run up to this year s budget. Was

this a minister practising “new eth-

; ’ |
ics”, refusing to bend to pressure’ |
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No, Quinn was refusing to do for
nothing something that the Labour

FOR SALE

Party could charge £100 a head for.

OLITICIANS

v-u-f’ R
BB | Eithne Fitzger-[™

ald, Junior La-
bour Minister, | 4
who introduced
Labour's much
vaunted ethics
bill while in

Joan Burton, Jun-
ior Labour Minis-
ter, organised a
£100 a head lunch
for business people
to meet Ruairi
Quinn, Finance

Michael Noonan,
Fine Gael Minis-
ter for Health,
sent out invita- |
tions on Govern-
ment headed note

paper to a £100a |
government! Minister in the head dinner in
She organised a Burlington hotel on aid of Fine Gael.
£100 a head

26th January in aid
of Labour Party
funds.

lunch to help
raise Labour
Party funds for
tax consultants
and accountants |
to meet Finance
Minister Ruairi |
Quinn.

Doctors were
particularly tar-
geted.
“A REAL oppommlty to meet the minister in a semi-formal
environment”, is how Eithne Fitzgerald described her offerto |
i tax consultants and accountants. She goes on to point out the

|
| minister “is currently finalising the Finance Bill for 1996”".
It couldn’tbe put more  care professionals, rather

“ethics in government”.

| clearly! Thisisaninvita- thantheinterests ofhealth

— ___ tonto buy influence, to care workers and patients.
Interview with Militant Labour Counciller Joe Higgins bend the minister’searin  So much for democra-

favour of wealthy tax cy.feverproof were need-
- Seecentre pages. dodgers. Noonan's invi- ed that people like Larry
The North - No Going Back - Page 3

A . 3 tation to doctors is anin- Goodman, big business
Suffer the Little Children, abuse and intolerance in Catholic Ireland  vijation to bendhisearto  andthe wealthy in gener-
- Page 2

PAYE 3
ensure that the health ser-  al, can buy and sell gov- AYE workers to £100
Anti Water Charges Campaign - Page 5

- ; e = a head lunc| i b
vicecontinuestoservethc  ernments then this is it. Iin’z :(l) :(:lhis "Dub
interests of private health So much for Labour’s P s

Dick Spring’s Labour l
Party now has as much

relationship to the par-
ty founded by James
Connolly and Jim Lar-
kin as would most

o=t JOE HIGGINS
PUT HIM IN TO PUT THEM OUT
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SUFFER THE

‘I7 1(’(’]\] D like hu THTTE Tt

By Clare Daly

rds Militant Labour

Sister Xavier of The S
mates” each with their own
trayixc story - the beatings. sex-
ual abuse, dogs being set Jose

The courage of the victims
10 comung forward 1s to be com-
mended and admired. Many
bave carried therr scars all their
lives, physical and emotional.
Many reported psychiatric
problems, difficulty in relating

to people, alcohol abuse and
ir own children being taken
into care because they couldn’t
cope.

Full support must be given
to these people with proper

isters of Liinle Mercy

counselling and comp

100

gvrmd been burned to the bone. You coutdha
. This is the description by a father of his 11 month
ter four days in the Goldenbridge orphanage in 1955.

society’s attitudes to children
who did oot have a coavention-
al up bringing, or a secure fam-
1ly life. The fundamentalist
biguts who today ¢ampaign
against divorce and rant about
the importance of the family,
hark back tothe “good old days™
without the “cyprmupting influ-
ence” of television and wom-
ens’ rights. The good old days
pever existed. The same prob-
lems were there, they were just
kept locked away in I1nstitu-
toos, out of the public view.
The state has to share the
blame and learn the lessons. It
was willing to leave these chil-
dren hidden away in the care of
religious orders without any
check or acceuntability. Most
of the children were pot there
because they were orphans but
because of the difficult eco-
nomic circumstances of their
families, or prejudice against
single mothers. Rather than
assisting these families it was
cheaper to hand over their chil-
dren to the religious orders. It
suited the Catholic Church as
they had more control, and were
deemed to be above the law.
Now, over 40 years later
while the monolithic orphan-
ages are gone, the needs of
many children are still neglect-
ed. 3,000 young people are in
care, 750 of those in smaller

A serious investigation must
be conducted and thase respon-

s1ble made to'secount for their =

needs to be tackled 1s, bow was
this allowed to go unchallenged
for so long? Is it really a legacy
of narrow minded inward look-
ing Ireland of the past, or are
there similar features existing
today?

Goldenbridge and its fellow
institutions were the result of

COMMUNITY ACTION, THE KEY
TO FIGHTING DRUGS CRISIS

more h residential units.
the rest in foster homes.

But the statistics ignore the
inireising nombere ®f youns
homeless, victims of family
breakdown, unemploymentand
poverty. Many of them came
from care units or foster homes.
These young people are hidden
away from society’s view -
1990s style - on the streets -
often abused, emotionally dis-
turbed, turning to crime and
drugs.

DUBLIN’S DECADE old drugs epidemic has reached crisis proportions. Last Summer
in six weeks twelve young people living in the north inner city died as a result of drug
abuse. In response the Inner City Organisations Network (ICON) organised a march on

the Dail.

By Jacqueline Clarke

Steenng Commuttee Pers. Cap.

Placards camed on the march
read: “Death the only escape
from dealers”. Noonan ifit were
your children you'd act quick-
er”, “Stamp out the dealers not
our kids”.

Following the march so many
groups contacted ICON that
they called a meeting, out of
which came the Dublin City-
Wide Campaign on Drug
Abuse. It involves representa-
tives from many of the com-
munities most affected, the
trade union and voluntary sec-
tors, and workers from drug
abuse projects.

The Campaign decided to hold
a Forum, “Fighting Back To-
gether”. at which communities
and upions could unite around
vital policy and action issues.
Three working groups, Health,
Education and Justice were
charged with digcussing the
situation and outlining broad
demands for discussion at the
Forum.

It1s generally agreed that:
The drugs crisis cannot be re-
solved without the participa-
tion of the commumties most
affected.

The criminal neglect of the cn-
sis and the piece-meal approach
of successive Governments in

O

the past must be replaced by a
comprehensive and integrated
policy and action and services
10 all areas at both natisnal and
local levels. The Government
must take responsibility for
ensunng co-operatisn among
deparunents and agencies.

There have been three major
enquiries into the system’s fail-
ure to protect children in re-
cent times, but no action bhas
been taken. The only way to
tackle these problems is for
massive investment into iden-
tifying problems in the bome,
and providing the necessary
proper back up services. For
example the IMPACT union.
bave taken industrial action
against’ cuthacks and" for the'
provisionof two full imeemer-
gency units. with trained statf
for young people who are on
the streets.

If the state ig serious about
its concern for what went on in
Goldenbridge. then these re-
sources must be put in now!

L]

=1 HEREBY relinquish full claim forever & my <hik
surrender the said child to sister “X°....] further unjernake peve
to altempt to see. mterfere with. or make any claum w the
child at any future tme.”
This was the form used to separate 1800 Irish babies from t
“unmarmied mothers™ and send them for adoption in the U
States berween 1949 and 1973. The forms were accompanied by
a letter of recommendatia from their priest (most were Catho-
lic), and a eecommendation from the Catisolic US chanty m
charge of vemng the prospecuve parents.
It also seems to be the case that the children’s names were
. changed and their b, ificates falsified. The files discoverad
in the M}k the Qoflﬁe naeheq. ise

nay J‘\O have extensive [

bheir

e same char:

were sent bemefn 1900 and 1970, pmb.\h.} contain many more
cases of the exportation of the Irish Catholic State’s “unwanted”
children.

How man¥ mere horror stories are there, vet o emerze from g;\
vi€ously cruel. savagely intlerant state swhich the bishops, with
the collusion of the politiciaes, iumposad on Insh society in the
past?

A Health Research Board Report showed that of those receiving treatment far drug abase in

Dublin in 1994. X0c were uncmployed, 645 left school without minumum educatton. 27

lived in the north or south inner city and Y2% were between 15 and 39 years of are.

*HEALTH

*Integrated services for drug
users n locally based. proper-
ly funded and run treatment
facilities. These to be set up in
consultation with communities:
facilities to be attached to hos-
puals.
*Cnisis/assessmentcentres with
24-hour access.

*Residential centres for drug

ACT\ON NOW

users and after care facilites
for former users.
*Support for families of users
*EDUCATION
*The lack of a drugs education
programme i$ a scandal. There
must be one for students at all
levels. And also for Parenis,
communities hnd 1n the wark-
place.
*All programmes must be rel-
evant to the local communi-
ties.
JUSTICE

*Betause the conditions for the
drugs crisis are poverty and
unemployment neither the
drugs crisis nor its effects can
be resolved by “law and order”
methods alone - contrary to
what recent Government pro-
posals suggest.
*The imprisonment of the big-
gest dealers must be a prionity
for the courts, the Gardai and
the revenue Commissioners
Court procedures must be
speeded up
*Treatment must be available
in prisons.
*The estate management of the
Dublin Councils and Corpora-
tion must take responsibility
for getting dealers out of com
munities.

IS ITABIRD, IS
IT A PLANE, NO
ITS OUR HIGH
FLYING TANAISTE

SOMEONE SHOULD do the

Ih( gLovernment a v’\ me
cost £100,000 in the first twe
months of this vea
ular commercial ai
es




MASSIVE DEMONSTRATIONS have swept Northern Ireland since 9th February. I.’ossibly upwards of
one million people in Ireland took some form of action to demonstrate their opposition to any return to
violence. It was this mighty movement that forced the government and the sectarian politicians to restart

the peace process. It has also stayed the hand of the paramilitaries.

NO GOING BACK

A turning point has been
reached. People have sensed
their decisive power and influ-
ence over events. The poliu-
<1ans will not be entrusted with
handling the peace process
wgun. The noupn of maintain-
ing pressure ¢n them is wide-

spread as is the idea that we
need other voices which repre-
sent the working cluss at a takks
table.

The three weeks of protests
following the IRA bomb will
find u secure plage in the an-
nals of modern Irish history as

one of the largest and crucial
mass movements. A glimpse
of where real muscle lies - not
in the guise of politicians, para-
militaries or evengavernments,
but in the hands of the working
class and youth when united as
one - was cleirly revealed.

RENEW THE

CEASEFIRE NOW
MARTIN MCGUINNESS has now said that Sinn
Fein is prepared to go back to the IRA and ask for a
renewal of the ceasefire. Militant Labour has never
supported the military campaign of the IRA but there
is absolutely no justification now for it to continue.

The breaking of the cease-
fire “must go déwn as the mast
stupid. bhokered and ill-con-
ceived decision ever made by a
revolutionary body anywhere
before in history.” Not our
wonls but those of IRA prison-
er Joe (F’Connell, written 1n &
British prison cell and pub-
hished in An Pheblacht - Re-
publican News.

If the IRA continues 1its vam-
paign 1t will be a “war™ with

the most limited objectives of
any military eampaign in his-
tory. The date for all party talks
has been set. If there is a cease-
fire, the two governments have
said Sinn Fein ¢an take part in
talks without any pre-condi-
tiony, although there will be an
clection before talks,

What is the point in continu-
ng a military campaign to
achieve “negotiations for a set-
tlement to the gonthict”, i.e.

talks? The “armed struggle”
was initiated in the 1970s,
against a background of a mass
revolt of youth in the Catholic
areas, with the intention to force
a speedy British withdrawal. It
failed, the idea of driving the
British out has long been aban-
doned.

If the campaign continues
now it can only achieve a deep-
ening of the split that already
exists in the Republican move-
ment, and the 1solation of Sinn
Fein. The only people who will
benefit are the sectarian bigots
on both sides.

The 1dea that the campaign
can be confined to Britain is a
dangerous 1llusion Inevitably
there would be a layalist reac-
tion and the danger of an all out

sectarian ¢on-
j fhct,
No doubt ac-
i the Re-
publican move-
ment have been
deeply disillu-
sioned by the
lack of progress
over the last 18
months. Gerry
Adam's alterna-
tiveof abroad na-
tionalist alliange
has proven as
much a cul de sac
as the “armed
struggle.”
One of the
most positive
features of the
| ceasefire was the
| politics which

It was the mass movement of
mostly working class people
that pushed the governmentand
the lucal parties to make a mive
on political progress after 18
months of stalling. But it re-
mains to be seen how far sec-
tarian politicians are capable
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¢ For an immediate resumption of the ceasefire.

¢ No Loyalist retaliation.
¢ No barriers to talks bet
¢ Include the organisatio
in the talks.

ween the parties.
ns of working class people

¢ Build a socialist alternative to fight for peace with

Justice.

or willing to go.

The two governments - John
Major’s and John Bruton’s -
finally set the date for all party
talks for 10th June 1996 at a
joint press conference. At the
same time they announced the
beginning of ‘proximity talks’,
involving all the parties, ex-
cept Sinn Fein, on Monday 4th
March. Monday 4th March
when itcameturned into a pan-
tomine.

Sinn Fein were outside de-
manding to get in, the DUP and
the UUP (unionists), refused
to attend, the SDLP, although
there, refused to talk to any-
one.

Evenif there is a new cease-
fire, and all the parties, includ-
ing Sinn Fem are involved in
talks, there is no way that these
sectarian politicians and the
two governments will come up
with a lasting solution to the
conflict.

The option which seems a
possible result of all party ne-
gotiations is a new power shar-
ing administration - with pow-
er shared between the unionist
and nationalist political elite.

These people will leave sec-
tarian division as entrenched
as ever. To maintain its posi-
tion, each party would contin-
ue to enthusiastically wave the
sectarian card. It would be
prone to breakdown and would
inevitably collapse at a later

more bloody wvonflict theo
we’ve seen in the last 25 years.

The elections in May will be
another sectanian headcount -
unless working class candi-
dates and a workingclass list is

SPEAKING AT & rally in the North, Chris Hudson of the

introduction of internment.

put forward. Instead of sectar-
ian bickering, division and con-
flict we want working class
unity and a solution to the na-
tional question.

Capitalism offers no solu-
tion. Neither a capitalist North-
emn Ireland, nor a capitalist
united Ireland will satisfy the
conflicting aspirations of the
Protestant and Catholic com-
munities.

We believe that a sociahist
Ireland and a socialist federa-
tion of Britain and Ireland
free and equal basis 1s the only
way forward to a democratic
resolution of the ‘border’ que
tion.

But to put forward this
gramme requires the develop
ment of a new political move-
ment of the working class.
new socialist party needs
built - not just to fight electior:

but to mobilise Protestant
Catholic workers against health
cuts,redundancies, poverty
injustice.

This is why Militant Labour
have demanded that traae
unions, community organis.
tions, womens' groups
youth groups be included in the
talks. One way to achieve this
is for trade unions and trades
councils to take the initiative
and organise with other groups
representing workingclass peo-
ple to stand in whatever elec-
tions take place prior to talks

a consuderable mandate.

The movement of working
class people on the streets
the key factor that can save the
peace process. Now 1s the time
to go much further.

“Peace Train” called for the

Internment wax introduced in 1971 and led to widespread repression in Catholic areas. It did

nothing to bring peace, never mind a just

solution to the causes of the conflict.

Hudson is an Evecutive member of the Dublin Trades Council. Like some ather trade uni
leaders, Hudson has been completely one sided i)n lis calls for peace, ignoring the s;fﬁzz

politicians and the Tory gover
Council.

began to develop in Protestant
working class areas. If people
in organisations like the Pro-
gressive Unionist Party had not
been faced with a unified bloc
of nationalists but with work-
ing class republicans concen-
trating on class questions, these

The No Going Back initia-
tive was taken by Militant La-
bour, Youth Against Sectari-
anism and the Young Social-
ists in response to the bomb 1n
Canary Wharf on February 9th,
Since then we have mobil-
ised thousands across North-
ern Ireland. At our first rally in
Belfast on 14th February 400
people turned out to listen to
Mitlitant Labour, Youth Against
Scctarianigm  and  Belfast
Trades Council speakers put
forward the demands of the No
Going Back campaign.

Since then rallies which mo-
bilised 4,000 1n ©¥magb, SO0 in

“NO GOING back” has become the o

*srole in under

processes could have gone
much further.,

A united class movement
could have - and still could be
re-built. The way forward for
Republicans is to abandon na-
tionalist ‘solutions’. including
the impossible objective of a

Cookstown and 400 in Magh-
erafelt have been initiated by
our members. Our members
also helped mobilise the mag-
nificent turnout of 5,000 which
took to the streets of Derry on
Tuesday 13th February,
These rallies have shown the
willingness of ordinary people
to affect the peace Process and
the potential that exists for
unity among the working class.
We believe that pressure
must be brought to bear on the
trade union movement to draw
up contingency plans, should
vivlenge return to the streets of
Northern Ireland. The rally or-

g the peac, . W 3
Hudson should be asked to explain himself in his union the e Mot b

CWU, and on Dublin Trades

capitalist united Ireland. Tins
does not mean accepting the
status quo. including the
present state. Instead Republi-
cans could play their part ip
common struggle with the Prot-
estant working class for a so-
cialist solution.

ILITANT LABOUR FIGHTING FOR
A VOICE FOR WORKING PEOPLE
fficial chant of the ordina eople
anhem Ireland. This silent majority, which has endured 25 yearsroyf fv’e:')t’:zriaonf
violence, is now making its voices heard again. Just as they did in response to the

atrocities of 1993, people are taking to the streets in their thousands.

ganised by the Irish Congres:
of Trade unions on Friday 161h
February, which attracted
15,000 could have been many
times that number if the ICTU
had combined the rally with a
half day general strike.

Thousands have signed peti-
tions supporting the demands
of our campaign and we have
raised cash to finance our on-
going agtivity.

The next stage of the cam-
paign 1S to ensure our message
is taken 1nto the working class
areas und into workplaces to
broaden support for the cam-
paign.
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BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED

MILITANT LABOUR’S An-
nual Conference took place in
Wynn’s Hotel Dublin on
March Ist and 2nd. One hun-
dred people attended the Rally
which launched our election
campaign for the Dublin West
by-election. Kevin McLough-
lin reports:

The atmosphere was elec-
gic. Unlike meetings of the so-
called left parties and move-
ments. this rally will be re-
membered because of its hu-
mour, dynami#m and the opti-
mistic way it dealt with the real
issues affecung working class

PJ. Madden, Irish

Nurses Organisation

people.

said that the water charges
movement had helped him fi-
nally ‘come out’ as the ‘muli-
tant’ he'd always been inside.
Many times he found himself
listening to so-called politi-
cians, including the President,
for up to thirty minutes at a
time, only to ask himself after-
wards: “What did they actually
say?". In contrast he thought
Joe Higgins was an honest man.
someone who the Councils fear
and consider a ‘terrorist’. Lau-
rence said he was happy to see
so many young people at the
rally and looked forward to can-
vassing in Ballyfermot be-
cause: “It's a working class
area and we’ll be playing at
home."

P.J. Madden, General Secre-
tary of the Irish Nurses Organ-
isation, spoke to endorse Joe's
campaign. “I would need two
hours to put forward all the
reasons why I’'m glad to be
here.” PJ. explained that there
was now no difference between
the established political par-
ties. The extent of the sell-out
of the Labour Party was shown
by their abandonment of any
public service job creation at
precisely the ime when. con-

MAMILITANT LABOUR'S

RALLY AND CONFERENCE

sidering the economic situa-
tion, such job creation was en-
tirely possible. Instead this
Government was putting the
boot into workers, particularly
the nurses at the moment.

He pointed out that the trade
unions were the very willing
co-ordinators of a cosy cartel
of employers, the political par-
ties and themselves. That there
bad been a complete change of
goverament, organised by this
cartel, without any election,
which was a subversion of dem-
ocratic rights!

P.J. felt from his experienc-
es, that these people viewed
Militant Labour as the ‘fringe’
but in reality it was they who
were out of touch. P.J. said
Militant Labour was becom-
ing a ‘loud voice’ and was
essential to the dynamic of
politics in this country. He
was proud to be a friend of
Joe Higgins and associated
with Militant Labour.

These speeches as well as
thatof Alan McCoombes were
greeted with enthusiasm by
the one hundred people in
Wynn’s Hotel. All felt it was
the perfect start for what
promises to be an eventful
campaign. Watch this space.

Joe Higgins summed it up.:
“Mo bunch of people are more
eagerly awaited in Dublin West
than the politicians, particu-
larly Labour and Democratic
Left. We are going out in this
by-electon not to spit in the

umpacL we are goiwng out to
W

He pointed out the intention
of turning the by-election into
areferendum against the water
charges, which could also be a
focal pomnt for all the pent up
discontent people feel. “Our
message will be simple. what’s
the use n voting for another
member of the establishment
parties, when the 160 or so
already m there can solve none
of the problems we face.”

Laurence Doran anex-Guin-
ness worker, now a pensioner
also spoke. He had just been
1ssued with a water disconpec-

CONFERENCE
DISCUSSIONS

IT WAS incredible that so
much political discussion and
debate was packed into just
one day.

This Government and the cap-
italist system it represents were
denounced by many speakers.
However what was most sig-
nificant was the many construc-
tive policies and suggestions
to alleviate problems like un-
employment. poverty and the
crisis in health and education.
Conference unanimously
passed a motion calling for the
‘public ownership of the banks.
financial institutions and the
key areas of the economy to

A WHOPPING £3,500 was raised at the Militant Labour Regional
Conference towards our appeal for a new printer. Many thanks to
all our members who contributed.

This was magnificent, some members gave donations, of £300 and
£400. However we are still only half way there, we need to raise
£6,000 so if anyone hasn't yet contributed they should do so now.
The acquisition of this printer would raise the work of Militant
Labour to a higher level and will be particularly important as we
move into the Dublin West by-election campaign. It is crucial that
anyone who gave an IOU pay it in the next number of weeks, time
is not on our side with the Dublin West by-election looming.

only way to take on the vested
interests, the profiteers and
their creed of ‘competitiveness’
which is destroying the lives of

State to do anything meaning-
ful and a society in social de- ~
cay. The second statement was
Militant Labour’s electoral

working-class people. Militant
Labour is now the only organ-
isation that consistently de-
fends and advocates a socialist
solution to the crisis in society.

Two statements were agreed
by Conference. The first enti-
tled, “Combating the Drugs
Crisis” put forward ideas on
legalisation of bis, how

strategy. Conference commit-
ted itself to go all out for the
Dublin West by-election and
to stand Clare Daly 1o Dublin
North and Mick Murphy 1n
Dublin South West in the next
general and local elections.
Manus Maguire from Bel-
fast Militant Labour brought

3

clinics can effectivelydeal with

greetings to the Conf and
there was great interest in his

report on the current situation
in the peace process and partic-
ularly on our ‘No Going Back’
campaign and the recent strikes
and demonstrations of work-
ers. Conference got messages
of support from many different
sections of our international
movement including Britain,
Nigeria, South Africa and Swe-
den.

Conference finished on a
very confident note. The mood
was that Militant Labour
through our work in the unions,

create the basis for a socialist
plan of production to end un-
employment and poverty.”
This policy is not in any way
lip-service to a past socialist
tradision but we believe is the

uon order by the courts but

HUNDREDS VOLUNTEER FOR

GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN

THE IDEA of twming the Dublin West by_-election
into areferendum on the water charges is going down

well.

By Fiona O'Loughlin

Paimerstown Militant Labour

At a water charges meeting 10
Mulbuddan. ope man said “I
was one of the three quarters of
a million gobshites that
marched down O’Conpell St 1o
1979, we let them stop us then,
we went so far and then let the
Govesnment off the hook: The
woriang claes don’t realise their
power. Mow 14 our chance o
screw those who screwed ux™.
There were over 30 1o at-
tendance at this meeung. The
annouocement of Joe’s candi-
dature wiss greeted with entbu-
siasm. Over 40 people ¥olun-
teered to wewk i the sampaigo.
47 copies of Militant were sold
by two membess i Hifteen min-

utes. In March an Aot Water
Charges meeting 1n Palmer-
stown bad over a hundred in
attendance the by-election was
discussed 1n detail and 2 pum-
ber of people agreed tu belp 10
the campaign. fifteen papers
were sold.

At special Militant Labour
meetings beld in Blanchard-
stown, Lucan and Palmerstown,
over 150 people have signed up
to help in the campaign. More
meenngs are planned for the
pext few weeks. We have bad
people from outside the con-
stituency signing up to work
from ereas like Tallaght and
Swords. We 1ntend to bave bun-
dreds of Jocal activists working
in therr own areas and other
parts of the constiurency

Militant Labour i

secutiist organoation

aclive North and

are part of an International
organisation with member;
more than thirty countries.
Members strive to build M.L..
around the foillowing yoals;

By Joe Higgins
Blanchardstown Miiitant Labour

I was 1n Canada as a guest
speaker at a conference in
Montreal called jointly by the
Ontano Coalition Against Pov-
erty (OCAP) and the Quebec
Committee of the Unemployed.
These are organisationsof com-
munity and rank and file trade
union activists, mobilising
against the cuts and defending
those hardest brt. They have
played an outstanding role in
organising opposition to the
Conservauve cutbacks in On-
tario and against the National-
15t Party 1n Quebec, which 1s
alsoinpowerwith a programme
of cutbacks.

These groups have close
links with key sectrons of the
trade union movement, espe-
cially at local level and do joint
campaigning.

Al the Montreal conference.

Siobhain Daly, Cork Militant Labour speaking ar conference

WORKERS AND UNEMPLOYED UNI

DURING A visit to Canada in January, I was able
to see first hand the crisis that is unfolding. The
numbers of people, inchuding young people, beg-
ging on the streets in the cities of Toronto and
Montreal was quite shocking.

bard drug addiction and bow to
and how to destroy the drug
pushers’ market. It has also put
the growing drug crisis in its
correct context 1.¢. the inabili-
ty of the Government and the

attended by 400 acuvists, it
was agreed to launch the Com-
won FronvLe Front Common
as a Canadian-wide coalition
10 unite all those campaigmng
againstboth provincial and fed-
eral attacks on working class
people.

A broad manifesto was
agreed to which a very wide
stratuin of groups and trade
union branches could affiliate.
It commuts the Common Front
to a united fight back against
all cuts and attacks on the poor
and on living and working con-
ditions.

Iwas very umpressed by what
I'saw and heard. I believe there
are important lessons we could
use bere 1o Ireland. The anw
water charges campaign could
be a focal point to unite work-
ers and the unemployed for
example, to launch a geoeral
fightback on all the issues that
face working class people

on the water charges and among
young people, bad massively
increased our level of support
among the working class. With
the correct approach Militant
Labour can not only grow
quickly butis in a unique posi-
tion to assist in the building of
a broad left movement in the
years ahead.

‘The following were elected
to the Regional Committee:
Clare Daly, Joe Higgins,
Michael Murphy, Susan
Fitzgerald. Dermot Connolly,
Terry Kelleher, Joan Collins.
Sinead Daly, Kevin McLough-
lin and Mick Barry. Elections
will take place in Militant La-
bour branches to fill the re-
maining positions.

THE CONSERVATIVES,
under the Prime minister of
the province of Oniario,
Mike Harris, have em-
barked on a programme of
cutbacks in the public ser-
vice sector and social wel-
\fare benefits. They plan to
axe 28,000 public sector jobs
- one third of the total num-
ber of public sector workers
in the province! They have
axed certan social welfare
benefits by 21%. dniving a
whole stratuin oflow income
people towards destitution
with big increases 1p threat-
ened evictions for inability
to pay rents.

On Saturday 24th Febru-
ary a massive rally of
120,000 took place in the
Canadian city of Hamalton.
called by the trade union
movement 1n the province
of Ontario. It was the big-
gest working class demon-
stration in Canadian bistory
and was drected aganst the
Conservative Party provin-
cial government which took
office last September.

The day before a geoeral
strike took place 1n the city,
with large sections of the
steel 1ndustry, tansport and
postal savice closed down.
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“The Council say I owe money for water charges. I do notbelievel owe = ?
this charge. 1 believe that I have already paid for this service and that , chan

this charge is double taxation.
“I bave been paying my
due taxes for 45 years. 1 have
no choice as PAYE tax was
taken from my wages and
after I retired PAYE was
taken from my pension. The
PAYE tax payer is paying
for everything in this coun-
try while the big farmers,
wealthy self-employed and
super-rich in this country get
away with tax evasion.
“During the last eight
years PAYE taxes collected
from farmers and from the
wealthy self-employed have
fallen. If the wealthy paid
their due taxes, PAYE tax
payers would not be asked

topay double taxand I would
not be before this court.
“The PAYE tax payer had
{0 pay millions for the Beef
Tribunal but no beef baron
was brought to court. Instead
we are asked to pay the £105
million fine imposed by the
EU due to the fraud. How is an unjust tax and PAYE
can this be right? This mon- tax payers should not pay
ey would pay service charg- it.”
es all over the country for [ ayrence Doran, a
two years. . i
“Nobody has ever been retired worker from
jailed in this counury for tax  Greenhills, speaking
in Rathfarnham

evasion. The rich tax evad-
ers have been given two tax

Court on February
22nd.

lion but the Revenue Com-
missioners report huge
amounts of tax outstanding
in 1995. These people are
laughing, while people like
me who always pay our tax-
es are brought to court. That
is very unfair. The water tax

amnesties. The last amnesty
in 1994 wrote off £500 mil-
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* AFTER FOUR months of
dragging people to special
courts, protected by massed
Gardai, at tax payers expense,
the Councils have succeeded
in getting disconnection or-
ders against just thirteen peo-
ple who were legally repre-
sented by the Campaign.
These cases areall being ap-
pealed to the Circuit Court.

% Judges have given contra-
dictory rulings on legal argu-
ments presented by barristers

éading fundraiserfor Fine
gde three upprooch-

dnd  Wha
be a good  Nothing new,

on dven 5: gf’gﬂgﬁ?g; : ?}fwj&;‘fgkh;s % ;‘aggr?z on behalf of the Campaign,
g esting their pe b : ~ b
V‘}’ ry -_“'W!!fd be  Tha e enstire tat and the Campaign has now

submitted a case to the High
Court for a ruling in these
areas. While there is no guar-
antee of winning such acase,

their in-
T
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SIPTU OPPOSES
SERVICE CHARGES

THE COUNTRY'S biggest trade
union, SIPTU, has come out clear-
ly against service and water charg-
es. Below we reprint a letter which
SIPTU has circulated to all branch

secretaries.
Dear Colleague,

Attached please find a summary of SIP-
TU's position as endorsed by the Na-
tional Executive Council in January, i

S "
. IQ%WM the conient
. of various conference mv%wd
by both the two founding unions, and
SIPTU itself, inrelationto service charg-

es.

In briefthe position we have adopted.is:
We oppose the application of service

charges on the grounds that:

(a) they are a form of double taxation on

PAYE workers

(b) they are applied on an indiscrimi-
nate basis without regard to level of use
of the service or personal circumstances
@ur grievances in this respect fall 1o be
dealt with by an overall revision of the
taxation systemwhich overburdens PAYE

workers.

Please ensure that our policies in this
respect are made known 1o the member-

ship.

Jyear alone, 1988, according

all of them.

this has been due to the mass

“THE LABOUR Party's vote is in big trouble. we won’t pay taxes on the double!”, roared 50 anti water charges
protesters, they were touring the party offices of the Government partners. 75 year old pensioner, Jim Campbell, was
with us. He had a disconnection order given against him in Rathfamham District Court for taking a stand and boycott-
ing the charges. A letter was presented to each party, condemnig them for imposing the double taxation water charges,
while using our taxes to pay the £100 million EU fines for the tax dodging beef barons.

campaign in Dublin.

* Ifthe Councils attempt dis-
connections, the Campaign
will stop them as we did at the
end of 1994. This we did by
peaceful mass protest, deny-
ing the Council access to the

N

tion anu wireats are wprking
1 %ainst mass non-payment.
cy won't release the real

figures, why not?

* They have increased artifi-
cially the numbers of people
claiming waivers by 300% in
each Council area, to try and
make the figures for those not
paying look smaller.

* No matter what they do to
cook the books, the fact re-
mains, 50% of all households
are not paying or are entitled
to awaiver, and atax whichis
not paid by more than 50% is
unsustainable and will have
to be abolished.

* The government is paying
£350,000 for astudy on are-
placement to local charges.
Another waste of tax payers’

BUILD THE CAMPAIGN IN YOUR AREA

WITH APPROXIMATELY 10,000 members signed up by the end of February,
the Federation of Dublin Anti Water Charges Campaigns already has more
members than all the political parties in the Dublin area. It is extremely important
that over the next couple of months the campaign is strengthened at local level.

Local action groups must be
established in all areas and lo-
cal activists must be 1n con-
stant contact with one another.
This is necessary in order to
build the sort of solidarity on
the ground which is vua[ if
disconnections are to be resist-
ed.

Already local action groups
are up and running 1n some
areas and aclivists meet on a
regular basis in order m‘pl:m
local uctions and activities.
Many of the people who form
the backbone of these groups
have never been invelved 1n
any form of political activaty
before.

In ureas where local acuon
groups do not yet exist activ-
1sts who have been building

Campaignmembership and dis-
tributing Campaign literature
should take the initiative in
beginning their blish
Allthatisinvolved isthatsome-
one book a room in a local pub
or community centre (or even
someone’s siting room) and
1nvite other activists along to a
meeting. As well as the obvi-
ous items for discussion such
asbuilding the membership and
developing a profile for the
campaign in the area, others
which should be considered
include the stepping up of pres-
sure on local politicians (pick-
ets/lobbies of clinics etc.). let-
ter wnting campaigos to local
and national media and con-
tacting radio shows. As the
group begins to meet on a reg-

ular basis and as confidence
develops, other ideas will come
forward. The local action group
should elect a convenor to liase
with the area co-ordinator.

It is through this type of on
the ground organisation that
our campaign will be ultimate-
ly successful. The politicians
and council officials will have
no answer to such a level of
solidarity. When it does come
down to resisting disconnec-
tions, it is local solidarity which
will win. Don't wait for some-
one else to take the initative in
your area. Go for it yourself!

This article has been repro-
duced from Water Charges
News, the bulletin of the Fed-
eration of Dublin Anti Water
Charges Campaigns

money. Brendan Howlin, La-
bour Minister for the Envi-
ronment has already said “the
options likely, are to bring
back rates in one form or an-
other.™

* The Federation of Dublin
Anti Water Charges Cam-
paigns is opposed to the rein-
troduction of rates in any form.
They demand that local au-
thority funding be provided
throughan adequate Rate Sup-
port Grant.

ANT) WATER C

PROT

ARGES
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Saturday April 20rh
Assemble Parnmell Sgquare
2pprm
This is your chance to show your anger at these

Ry o

charges. All r and associ %
C ity org trade anti-water
charge groups and individuals are invited to
participate. Bring banners and placards.

CAMPAIGN HOTLINE 8729163

If you haven’t yet joined the Campaign, send a postal order for £2.50

(or more) to P.O. Box 4534, Dublin 1 and your membership card will

be posted to you.

Send a donation, organise a fundraiser

Every donation, small or large is vital fo enabling the campaign to be

effective. We appeal 1o individuals, residents’ associations, community

organisations, rade unions etc., to please send a donation. Anyone can

organise a fund-raiser - a coffee morning, a disco, a social, a pub guiz,

a sponsored parachute jump... For advice or assistance consact the
_ Federation.

i




JOE HIGGINS h&s been selected to stand as the Militant Labour candi |
place on TuesdayApril 2nd. He has also been endorsed as the anti water charges cand,

Water Charges Campaigns.

In the following interview Joe explains how he sees t.he By-
and also howitcould be a significant step in the creation of anew,

represent working class people.

What are the key issues you
will be raising as part of
your campaign?

“As Vou know 'wrking peo-

against the unjust double taxa-
tion known as water charges.
This has been a part of the big-
gest campaign seen in many
years in the Dublin area.

“This is a never to be repeat-
ed opportunity forthem to regis-
ter a massive rejection of the
parties that have imposed this
double tax. It is an opportunity
to register a huge protest vote
and lay the basis for a political
defeat of the water charges. I
will also be standing as asocial-
ist in opposition to the same
parties whose policies have to-
tally failed to address any of the
issues that face working class
people in Dublin West and else-
where.”

You have been chairman of
the Campaign for the last two
years. Is there a real anger on
this issue?

“The water charge is not just
an unjust new local tax in itself
but it raises the whole issue of
injustice in the tax system.

Anti Water Charges Cam-
paigns has endorsed you as a
candidate. Is your campaign
a part of an overall strategy
to defeat the water charges?

verv widest sections of work-
1ng class people who have buy-
cotted the tax despite all sorts
of threats will be assured that
in this election there is a clear
cutaltemnative to vote for. That
is, acandidate who has arecord
in building the anti water
charges movement and in
standing with them against the
threats of the Councils.

“A vote for me is a vote in
opposition to the charges and
the Federation sees this as an
important part of the campaign
to abolish them.”

Are people who are in-
volved in this Campaign go-
ing to come out and work for
you in this by-election?

“There are already very large
numbers of people becoming
involved in the campaign. This
includes people who have been
active in building the anti wa-
ter charges campaign. They
will be crucial in turning out
their families, their neigh-

>

PAYE work- bours, and
ers are generally
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out people’s anger and resent-
ment over issues like the tax
amnesties, the fraud in the beef
industry, with thetax payerhav-
g to pick up the bill for the
inquiry at £35 million and now
a £100 million fine from the
EU. It is an anger against cor-
ruption in high places.”

The Federation of Dublin

ple have come to meetings and
made donations of £30 to £40.
There is a very good level of
support. It is crucial that this is
mobilised in our election cam-
paign and I am fully confident
that this will be the case.”

Do you believe you can win?

“We are going all out to win
and there 15 a very realistic basis

Militant Labour Councillor Joe Higgins

to that. A majority of house-
holders in Dublin West have
supported the non-payment
campaign. There are 3,500
households who have paid the
£2 subscription fee to become
members of the Federation. I
believe this can be a huge base
of support.

“I have also been a Council-
lorin Dublin West for five years
and will be standing on my
record, going back to the days
when we fought to defend Blan-
chardstown Hospital, agajnst
the dump 1n Mulhuddart, for
Properaccommodation for tray-
elling people in consultation
with them and the setiled com-

e

T ——

munity, the local campaigns
against rezoning and protecting
the green belt and the Liffey
Yalley. Atpresent]'m involved
1N a campaign against a micro
wave. transmitter in a built up
area in Blanchardstown.

“These campaigns have in-
volved at some level a huge
number of people. By mobilis-
Ing this support we will pose a
real threat to the establishment
parties who believe they have
the political system wrapped
up.”

An opinion poll in Phoenix
magazine has shown a certain
levelofsupportfor the Greens.

date in the Dublin West By-election, which will take-
ate by the Federation of Dublin Anti

election as a great opportunity to help defeat the water charges,
genuinely socialist political, movement which would really

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
10 ROCK' THE

POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT

A MESSAGE FROM THE
FEDERATION OF DUBLIN ANTI
WATER CHARGES CAMPAIGNS|

The Federation of Dublin Anti-Water
Charges Campaigns is pleased to fully
endorse Joe Higgins as the Anti Water
Charges candidate in the Dublin West
By election. Joe Higgins has been Chair-
person of the Federation for the last two
o€ years and has played a key role in build-
ing the movement of mass non payment H
and opposition to this unjust double tax.
The Federation of Dublin Anti Water
ChargesCampaigns calls on all its mem-
bers, its supporters and those opposed to
water charges in Dublin West to vote

No.1 for Joe Higgins.

We fully endorse Joe Higgins’ call to
turn the Dublin West By election into a
referendum on the charges. This is your
opportunity to let the politicians who have
brought in the charges know how you feel.

JOE HIGGINS
IS THE ANT
WATER CHARGES
CANDIDATE

Is the environment going to
be a big issue?

“Yes. The Greens topped the
poll in the Euro elections in
Dublin without having any real
base. It is a protest vote but also
shows that people are deeply
concerned about the environ-
ment we live in. When there is
no other alternative I think peo-
ple would look to the Greens for
a protest vote. The situation in
Dublin West 1s quite different.
There 1s a very creditable alter-
native in this election in our
campaign.”
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Mdztant Labour and Joe
Higgins have been involved
in organising a wide number | 3
of community campaigns on |
the issues that affect people |
in Dublin West.

What
is the
record of
t h e
Greens
on issues
like the
watel
charges?

“« O n
the water
charges
the Green
e Iy oy
have to-
L B
compro-
mised
re part of
1th Franna

PDs, La-
ic Left n
tax. They
mposing a
efuse col-
| also be 2
king class

have been
ead all the
al environ-
lin West. I
nings. the
microwave

Uansmitters, our campaign to
bave Shackleton Gardens taken
over by the state as a public
facility. We have shown our-
selves to be the real “green”
activists 1n a way that is rele-
vant to the communities in Dub-
lin West.”

What you are saying is that
people who want a real alter-
native in this election should
vote for you?

“Yes. That will become clear
n the course of the election
€ampaign. On all the issues,
without exception, our record
and our programme is the one
that will stand up to scrutiny, all
the others will fall.”

The other parties seem to
be trying to exploit the issue
of crime and law and order
which obviously is an issue in
all working class areas, how
do you see this issue?

“Crime 18 an issue of very
rea] concemn to working people
o the constituency. My own
bouse has been broken into on a
Dumber of occasions. I can ill-
afford o have anything stolen
from me. I can assure you.

“However, the approach of
the main parties 1s totally byp-

ocritical. Crime has social roots,
though in no sense do I in any-
way condone crime. These so-
cial roots are unemployment, -~
poverty, the alienation of a great
number of young people from
our society.

“The main parties are respon-
sible for running and defending
a system which bas created
these problems. They have no
solutions. | believe our cam-
paign will outline how the local
community do have the right to
mobilise and orgamise demo-
cratically aganst crime, but
while taking that stand, we say,
you have to fight for a real
solution to the causes.”

You have been a Councillor
for five years. That should
give you an insight into how
the system works, how the
partiesoperate. What is your

main impression of this?

“My main impression is that
the politicians are generally
people out to make careers on
the backs of ordinary people.
That 1s therr priority. They are
not interested in mobilising
communities, 10 empower peo-
ple, to make real changes inour
society. They have no interest

)

in struggling for a new society,
which would mean challeng-
ing the interests of their big
business backers.

“So much of what goes on in
the Council is futile lip service
and has no relationship to the
real problems that our people
have. There is no serious dis-
cussion about funding local au-
thorities to provide the servic-
es that are needed.”

Many people are very cyn-
ical about politicians and po-
litical parties, what would you
say to those people?

“Well, people are cynical
withvery goodreason. The par-
ties have feathered their own
nests and been part and parcel
of a cosy cartel with the very
wealthy. This cynicism is in-
creased by parties such as La-
bour and Democratic Left, who
talked about change. but then
became part of the political
establishment at the first op-
portunity. Militant Labour is
genuinely different. People
should look at our record, we
have turned down opportuni-
ties to become part of the es-
tablishment in order to fight
for working class people. We

CHILDREN
ARE TIRED

-

JOYRIDERS
are potential
CHILD KILLERS ©

broke with Dick Spring’s La-
bour Party for this reason.

“I will be standing again ona
pledge to live on the wage of an
ordinary worker and to donate

WEST _B°

MAKING A REAL
DIFFERENCE IN
WORKING CLASS
COMMUNITIES

Joe Higgins is proud to stand on his
record as an extremely hard working
Militant Labour County Councillor for
almost five years in Dublin West.

Joe Higgins is Chairman of the |

Dublin Anti Water Charges Campaigns

its co-ordinator in Blanchardstown,
Mulhuddart, Palmerstown, l.ucan and North
Clondalkin.

Joe Higgins has worked with the local
community;

» Against rezoning and land speculation
Lucan, Clonsilla and in defence of the Green
Belt and the Liffey Valley.

» In opposition to the massive dump in
Mulhuddart and for an alternative strategy
with a major reduction of waste at source and
recycling.

* In organising against the placing
wavetransmittersin residential areas because
4 of seriousconcernsabout damage to peoples’
4 health.

. Was a leading

Gardenand Farkland to be takén

Lmto public ownership for the community - an

opportunity criminally wasted by the present
government.

» Played a leading role in ensuring that the
Blanchardstown Town Centre became a

March 96 Milltans 7

JOE HIGGINS’ RECORD

reality.

should be democratic planning
of resources to meet the needs of
the people, not for profits.

“I believe in the traditions laid
down by people like James Con-
nolly and Jim Larkin. They were
socialists and proud of 1it, and
tbe best leaders the workgin class
ever bad io this country.

As a socialist how do you see
your role as a Councillor, and
how would you see it as a TD?

"My main impression is that the politicians are
_generally people out to make careers on the
backs of ordinary people. That is their priority.
They are not interested in mobilising communi-
ties, 10 empower people, to make real changes in
our society."

the balance of my wage as a TD
to help the community organ-
ise on the issues that need to be
taken up. This is a condition
that Militant Labour 1nsists
upon from its candidates in any
election.

You are a iali but

“I think the benefit of such a
position is that it gives a plat-
form which gets you a wider
hearing on the key political 1s-
sues of the day. By having such
a position it helps give confi-
dence to people that things can
be changed, and that there is

many people who previnnsly
called th

support out there for the 1deas of

have abandoned that position.
Doyoustill feelproudto stand
in the socialist tradition?
"Well [ think that democrat-
ic socialism as opposed to the
sysem that existed n Eastern
Europe 1s tbe only solution o
the problems of society. There

“It can also give confidence to
people that you can get organ-
1sed, you can take on the estab-
lisbment. It will give confideace
in the idea of building 2 mass
movement to change society

You have already said that
Labour and Democratic Left

have become a part of the es-
tablishment and no longer rep-
resent the working class, are
you saying we now need to
build a new party for working
class people?

“Yes. Labour in particular
benefited from a very big vote
for change i the last gencral
elecuen. The people whe voted
for them have been bitterly dis-
appointed. | think it’s criuncal
that a discussion is opened up
rather urgently inside the labour
movement, and 10 the working
class communities about the cre-
ation of a genuine political al-
ternative.”

Pe you think that the water
charges campaign can play a
role in preparing the ground
for a new left?

“I think the water charges
campaign has given a very wide
range of working class people
the understanding that the§ can
come together, and mobilise and
orgamse togetber. I think 1t 15
oot a huge step from that 1s
seeing the need and possibility
of building a new movement of
working class people. I bope that
there would be an openness m
the ant» water charges campaigs
to discussing the idea. first of a
slate of candidates on the ser-
vice charges issue nauonally is
the pext geoeral election and
then as part of that proceus cre-
aling a new left party.”

]
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SCOTTISH SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

Alan McCoombes a leading
member of Scottish Militant
Labour and a key activist in

the establishmentof the new-
ly formed Scottish Socialist
Alliance, was in Dublin for

the launch of Militant La-
bour’s Dublin West by elec-
tion campaign and regional
conference. He spoke to us
about the new socialist or-

ganisation.

What is the newly founded
Scottish Socialist Alliance?

It’s an amalgamation of left
wing political organisations,
trade unions, community
groups, pressure groups, who
have come together to formu-
late a socialist alternative to
the mainstream political par-
ties because all of them are
welded to free market cap-

There is arecognition that in
the past there was too much
- emphasis on differences, for
every acre of difference that
divides the left there are a hun-
dred acres of common ground.
There has been a genuine polit-
ical convergence broughtabout
by changes in the national po-
litical climate in Britain. Dif-

ferent political trends have unit-
ed around a clear cut analysis
of the need to change society.

The Social Democrats both
in opposition and in govern-
ment across the world have
abandoned any pretence of so-
cialist ideas and pursued a na-
ked Thatcherite agenda. Ev-
erything has become polarised

and people recognise that for
them the choice is between free
market capitalism and the so-
cialist transformation of soci-
ety.

What do you see as the im-
mediate work for the SSA?

We will use direct action
against social injustice. At the
same time we will build an

UNITING TO BUILD
A NEW LEFT

electoral alternative to the
mainstream political parties.
Immediately we are involved
in campaigns against any at-
tempt at privatisation of water
in Scotland. We are about to
embark on an all Scotland cam-
paign of mass non-payment of
water bills. Also we are in-
volved in a major battle in the

cities against a savage pro-
gramme of social spending
cuts, wage cuts, joblosses - all
supported unfortunately by La-
bour controlled Councils.

There 1s also the possibility
in Britain because of the posi-
tion of the Tories, of a general
election taking place at any
time. We've begun discussions
on standing candidates in se-
lected seats throughout Scot-
land.

What is your relationship
with the Socialist Labour Par-
ty of Arthur Scargill?

Initially we had hoped e
would be able to come to some
accommodation, perhaps be the
Scottish wing of the SLP. Un-
fortunately that wasn’t possi-
ble because Arthur’s concep-
tion of a party is much more
centralised than the type of
party that we had been discuss-
ing in Scotland.

TheSSAisineffecta
political party, founded

italism.

What are the basic prin-

ciples of the alliance?

Firstly, to show support
and solidarity with work-
ers, tenants and environ-
mental activists who are
taking a stand against in-
justice, taking a stand to
mmprove their living stan-
dards.

Secondly to promote a
radical socialist alternative
to the anarchy of capital-
ism which 1n Bntain al-
lows the nichest 1% of the
population own 129 times
as much wealth as the bot-
tom 50%. We are building
an 1deological altemnative
as well as a campaigning

sltowrnulvmg
e al

the situation where the
Tory government can rule
Scotland despite the fact
that the Tories have the
support of only one 1n ten
of the Scottish population.

What is it that has al-
lowed these organisations
that would normally be at
loggerheads to reach an

on federal principals.
There are many long es-
tablished parties in Scot-
land, with their own
identities and traditions
that are just not going to
dissolvethemselves into
a centralised party like
the SLP.

The SLP in Scotland
is very small numeri-
cally in companson to
the SSA, but the leaders
in Scotland are working
hand in hand with the
SSA, so I don’t really
see a problem.

What about a Scot-
tish parliament?

A parliament estab-
lished n Edinburgh un-
der proportional repre-
sentation would, we be-
lieve, blow apart the
existing party system i
Scotland because there
are severe tensions in-
side the parties. We be-
lieve that the SSA can
be a powerful pole of
attraction for working
class people in that sit-
vation. including sec-
tions of the SNP and
Labour Party.

]

agreement?

LIVERPOOL
DOCKERS

THE LIVERPOOL dockers'
struggle has developed an
enormous wealth of inter-
national solidarity. In many
cases the dockers have sim-
ply visited the waterfronts,
approaching rank and file
dockers and appealing di-
rectly for support. The sister
»rganisations of Militant La-
oour 1n the Committee for a
Workers International (CWI)

ave often played a key role
n providing information,
translation facilities andmeet-
ings with dockers and other
workers.

The Merseyside Port Shop

tewards Committee would
| ke to thank the officers of
he CWI for their help and
fforts and would like this
ressage to be passed onto all
its affiliates. Without their
help many of the things that
ave been achieved could not
have been possible

The following 1s a state-
ment from the recent Interna-
tonal Port Workers’ Confer-
ence organised by the strikers
and an account of the salidar-
ity action which they have

received.

“We the assembled delegates
of this International Port Work-
ers’ Conference i Liverpool,
17th/23th February 1996, rep-
resent port workers from
aroundthe world who havegiv-
en practical and material soli-
darity to the S00 sacked dock-
ers of Liverpool.

The port is the last unionised
port in Britain. A victory for
the Liverpool dockers in the
face of the

threat of boycott action.

Sydney, Australia and New
Zealand - continuous 24-hour
blockades and go-slows on all
ships using the port of Liver-
pool.
New York - longshoremen
refuse to cross Liverpool dock-
ers’ picket lines.

Canary Islands - all Liver-
pool ships will be blockaded.

Montreal, Quebec - 80-
slows on all ships.

Conserva-
tive gov-
emment’s
anti-trade
union leg-
islation, is
a victory §
for dock-
ers and all |
o therp
workers,
not only in
Britain
butaround
the world
Pirseus
Greece a
24-hour
solidarity
strike,
22th Feb
ruary and

Salerno, Italy -overtime ban
and go-slow on all ships.

Stockholm Sweden - block-
ade of all goods from Liver-
pool

NIGERIA

THE CAMPAIGN of repres-
sionin Nigeria by the Abacha
military dictatorship contin-
ues. The latest prominent ar-
rest was on February 14th of
Femi Aborisade, the Nation-
al Conscience Party’s (NCP)
Director of Organisationand
leading member of Militant,
Nigerian affiliateof the Com-
mittee for a Workers Inter-
national. Two weeks before
that Gani Fawehinmi, a lead-
ing civil rights lawyer who
founded the NCP in October
1994, was alsoplaced in indef-
inite detention.

Femi, previously held for
eight months in 1989 because
of his links with the Nigerian
Militant, was arrested in the
NCP Headquarters during a
meeting of the NCP and 13
trade union, student and civil
rights groups.

The meeting was called to
discuss united action against
the military and in particular to

organise amass boy-
cott of the bogus lo-
cal government elec-
tions the government
plan to hold on 23
March.

Messages of sup-
portto NCP, PO Box
1114, Surulere, La-
gos State, Nigeria.
Copies to PO Box
256, London SE11
STH.

ARGENTINA

THE COMMIT-
TEE for a Workers
International has
learned of the ar-
restin Argentina of
Horacio Panario a
leader of the unemployed and
homeless people of Nequen
province and a leading mem-
ber of the socialist MAS
group.

Horacio was imprisoned for
his part in the occupation of
provincial government build-
ings during a mass mobilisa-
tion of the homeless last Au-
tumn.

This arrest arises. from the
government’s policy of repres-

The Committee for
International (CWI) Is a soclalist
organisation to which Militant Labour
affiliated. It
organisations and supporters In over
40 countrles.

a Workers’

has affillated

sion against left wing organi-
sations in Argentina, against
the backdrop of savage cuts
in public and social spending.

Letters of protest should be
sent to: Casa de Gobierno del
Nequen, Calle Roca esquina
Rioja, Nequen, Argentina.
Fax: 00 54 99 427113, and
Direccion de la Corte Supre-
ma de Justicia del Nequen,
Calle Rivadavia 205. Nequen,
Argentina.

L)
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THE HALF-DAY national stoppage on 215t February
by the Civil and Public Service Union, was the begin-
ning of a campaign to force the gavernment to lift its

embargo on recruitment. The same month saw a confer-
ence of its members unanimously reject the latest pay
offer from the Department of Finance.

The #xesutive ot the CPSU
gave the lead on beith Issues,
recommending that & strong
stand be mule s send 4 clear
signal to the Department of
Finunce, that we are sick talk-
1ng and want progress on pay
wnd the hiting of the embareo!

This lead was end J by a

Ey I'erry Kelleher

CPSU Executive Member

issue are linked to the Govern-
ment’s approach to the public
sector. For far o long the
trade union movement has ul-
lowed this process to go un-

hall 4

ballot of the membership,
which saw as estremely high
turmn-outef R2W and 75% of the
membership woting in favour
of sction. The mood of the
members wis also reflected n
the high purticipation on the
picket hine on 218t February.
Thie anger flows from the lack
of progress duning five years of
negolialions @n pay and grade
restructuring. The latest ofter.
dode nothing to address low
pay. which was the whole rea-
w0 that the union entered into
talks,

These talks recently broke
down withthe Government say-
g they could not afford o
give aoymore. The CPSU 1s
now m the same posibien as the
aurses, if any further progresi
15 10 ba made 1t will be through
industnal sction. The ecmbargo
tust added insult to injury. and
was the final praw for the Ex-
ecutive Commitiee.

The embargo and the pay

TAEKS ON. the viability plan

ged, ie. privausation of
state firms, casuvalisation of
public service jobs. contract-
ing out of wirk ete.

The CPSU Fxecutive needs
to have a clear stralegy for in-
dustrial action which hurts the
Government. ('PSU members
play an important rvle in all
Government departments 1n-
cluding revenue, agriculture
and social welfare. But any
action would be more success-
ful wath an alliance with unions
like IMPAET and Government
1nspectors who also have sun-
tlar pay claims as the CPSU.

The Government are using
divide and rule tactics, doing a
deal with teachers, but not with
the purses. The embargo has
been aimed at the CPSU mem-
bers only.

What is veeded i1s a broad
alliance of pubhe seslur work.-
ers to take on the government
together. The CPSU can play a
key role in bringing this about.

between the CPSU and An Post

manugement recently broke dewn, following a falure to reach
agreement on aspects of the deal related to pay.

The issues are now at the LRC tribunul and they will make
recommendations to both sides in the coming weeks The resultwill

ant be binding.

The CPSU An Post Branch is still refusing top co-operate with new
changes, despite a previous recommendution fmm.dw I._RC to do

50 The company tried 1o we this IRCr 10

further changes. The Rranch

e
Ce i however 1g d the

1RC’s advice und stood firm. At this siage it looks it looks like lasi
vear's dispute will be redeveloped.

QUINNSWORTH AND DUNNES
SHOPWORKERS UNDER ATTACK

MANDATE MEMBERS in Quinnsworth have massively rejected a {x_lbaur
Court recommendation on the iisues of extended trading, pay and conditions.

The Labour Court basically
gave the same recommenda-
tion as 10 the Dunnes dispute,
but with total flexibiity for
pant imers. {t would have al-
lowed Quinnsworth to roster
pew staff at flat rate for bank
holidays

95% of the workers voted
against it after Mandate had
recommended rejection, Shop
stewardd 1n Quinnsworth feel

P.J. Moriarty is no friend of workers, ¢
even he found Dunnes’ anti-union attitu

that the company will ry to
push the issues w a strike.

Meanwhile no progress has
been made in the chspute with
Dunnes. The Tribunal has col-
lapsed afier its chairman. Mo
riarty, §aid that Dunnes were
not prepared to take the Tribu-
nal seriously.

After Moriarty'sexpenence,
it has been impossible to find
someone willing to chair the

Dunnes’ representative in the talks.

“Your letter of 12th January 1996 is really the last straw

Yours sincerely.

PJ. Moriarty

of the Tribunal.
be Chainman | detect a strategy of confrontation with the Chairman on every
de that I could not reasonably expect the co-operation of Dunnes

this | conclu
T Rather, the evidence is that | could

£

J
wp 1AD PUBLIC SERVICE UNION

OFFICIAL
DISPUTE

Tribunal. Dunnes are now look-
ing for talks on a store by store
basis, but Mandate refuse to
accept this. They ure demand-
ing talks on a national basis.
‘The Mandate Executive have
dircided that if such talks are
not underway by the time of
their National Conference at
Easter, they will redevelopthe
dispute into strike aclion.

as anyone who worked in the ESB will testify, but
de a bit much. This is what he said in a letter to

itive climate of industrial rel
the arena and this decision is final. Incidentally | wrote 1o Dunnes Stores
for engagement as Chairman of the Tribunal and I
irrelevan, the fact is that the letter has been ignore

sought confirmation o
d by Dunnes Stores management.

and staff relationshif

will not waste my time on such games. { therefore withdraw from

. | have been around the industrial relations scene for over twenty five vears
and | consider it taetless 10 say the least, on your part and on the part of Dunnes Stores management, 10 attemp! 1o dictate to me how
I should conduct the business of being Chairman
"On reviewing events since | accepted the invitation 1o
itsue on the part of Dunnes Stores ma
Stores management in developing a positive o
expect a climate of attrition and confroniation all along the line.

b

nt on 15th N,

er last setting out my terms
of acceptance of them by the company. While it is now

Civil Service workers on half day
stoppage.

The Government 15 hiding
behind the Programme for
Competitiveness and Work,
(PC'W), saying that if they con

o)

‘Nurses ook action last
cede the nurses claim it will go
beyond the pay limits of that
agreement. The Government
have already given a deal to
teachers which goes outside the
tennsofthe PCW, butare afraid
if they concede lo the nurses,
then they will have to concede
to civil servants and other pub-
lic sector workers.

Contrary to the campaign of
lies in the media about over-
paid, secure, pensionable jobs
in the public sector, low pay is
the norm for the overwhelming
majority of public service
workers.

The offer from the govern-
meat to low paid civil servaats
would give them a starting rate
of £155 a week, rising to £280
a week after 21 years of ser-
vice! This maximum level is

£50 a week below the average
industrial wage for male work-

NURSES PREPARE
FOR ACTION

26,000 NURSLES, organised in the Alliance of Nur.
ing Unions, are preparing to take strike action over
the government’s refusal to concede their pay claim.

year 1o hihglight healthcuts
grades, co-operation with all
new technology, which will cut
jobs, and the further introduc-
tion of temporary staff.

Nurses work incredibly long
hours in a very demanding and
stressful job, senior nurses are
highly skilled, their pay is an
absolute disgrace, yet the Gov-
ernment are not prepared to
move. They will have to be
forced to do so.

What these developments
show is that the PCW and the
two previous national agree-
ments have made the position
of already low paid workers

other bealth workers 10 IM-
PACT and Government em-
ployees are balloting or have
already balloted for strike ac-
tion. Rather than take on the
Government one by one, they
should fight them together.

SOLIDARITY SUPPORT

Despite the Early Learning Centre spending thou-
sands of pounds to put lying advertisements in the
Cork Examiner and Evening Echo, public support
Jor the three and a half month old strike against low
pay and for union recognition, remains rock solid.

This is shown by 3,000 people
signing the strikers’ petition
within three days of its launch.

By Mick Barry

Cork Militant Labour

ur
a

£2,000 has been raised for the
strike fund including nearly
£400 from Militant Labour's
February table quiz.

99% of ELC custom is staying
away. To win the strike it looks
increasingly likely that this
multinational’s profits will
have to be hit hard both in Cork
and also outside the city.

This can be done by teams of
activists distributing the ELC
strikers’ leaflet outside cvery

ELC shop in the country.
Mandate should immediately
tuking out advertisements in
the national press explaining
the issues and appealing for
consumer boycott.

Mandate should also be ap
proaching the dockers in North
em lIreland and appealing to
them not to handle ELC goods
These steps must be acted on

gently by the union to ensure
victory for the strike.

Militant Labour
members in Cork
anised a very
succesful table quiz i
support of the

LC
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SPIKE LEE’S new filmClockersis a storyof drugs, drug dealing, violentcrinie
and race. Strike, the main character, is the leader of a small group of clockers
(low level street dealers who sell drugs around the clock), who “work the
benches” outside the housing block where they live. The clockers work for
Rodney, the main dealer in the area.

Rodney s griwming Strike
to become 4 higger player in
his operation. Strike is inter
ested hut hesitates when Rod
ney explains that he wants a
favour first. He asks Strike to
kill a manager who refuses to
allow drugs be dealt a a res-
taurant.

Strike reluctantly agrees, he
goesto abarto gatherh's cour-
sge where he meets his hard
working brother. Vincent, Feel-
ing the pressure Strike tells him
what he is about to do, but
changes the story to say that
the mght manager has raped a
young girl, and this is the pay
off. Vincent 18 enraged and
vows to have the mght manag-
er killed himself.

The manager'sbody is found
and the clues point to Strike.

xm"

By Alan Bermingham

South Dublin Mduant Labour

He 15 picked up, but then Vin
cent comes forward cluiming
he killed the manager in self
defence. Thestory unfolds with
the homicide detective, Roceca
(Harvey Kertel), leaning on
Strike and the clockers, trying
to getto what he helieves is the
truth, that Strike committed the
murder hut that Vincent 1s cov-
ening for him, knowing that a
family man with two children,
two jobs and saving to tuke his
family out of the projects, who
makes a plea of self defence
will be viewed with a lot more
sympathy than a clocker like
Strike.

The film's strength is its abil-
ity to simply and cudnbly dem-

onstrate, how easy #nd #ven
natural it 18 for young, jobliss
kids hving in the projects, to
becomie nvolved with selling
and using drugs, along with the
violence und anti-social behav
1our that accompany il

The only alternatives e the
occasional low pad job us a
fast food or shop worker, or
wasting away on welfarg. Here,
the story reaches far heyond
New York, and touches us in
Dublin, Cork, Limerick und so
many other towns and citics in
Ireland and elsewhere,

This allows the film to affect
us in 4 way that its contempo
rarics have not, Hoyz in the
Hood, Menace to Society and
New Jack City, left us as
stunned spectators witnessing
something 8o far heyond our

NN AN 'MTRODUCTION TO THE

LSV

WORLD OF BIG BUSINESS

INTEL 15 big. It’s right up there among the most profitable corporations in the world
like Coca-Cola and GM. The company has a world-wide revenue probably in excess

of $10 Billion or 10,000,000
Tens of thousands of work
ers 10 Intel plants acruss the

wobe are ew W

TR

employees world-wide. InSep-
tember of last year I became
one of them

Last month the corporation
sdmitted that it would have to
let go 1,000 of these workers,
those brought in since August.
In Lexxhp where | was work-
ing, 234 employees who work
1w the PC circuit-board plant
(ESSM) are now being laid off.

Fromtheexperienceof work-
ing for Intel for six months,
you learn how the company
has an unique approach to n-
dustrial relations. No Intel
workers can join a trade union,
but 1n reality most of them have
no wish to do so. The pay,
conditions and promotional
opportunities are above aver-
age for the electronics sector.
Even though I've been laid off,
1 hold little against the compa-
ny, because they're the most
worker friendly company |
know of,

Most of the anger and disap-
pointment you see from those
leaving is not directed at Intel
but rather the national and glo-
bal economic conditions that
they are just a part of.

The Irish government’s en-
thusiasm for large bigh-tech
companies to locate in Ireland
i shown by the sizeable tax
incentives and millions in
grants given to these compa-

nies. When it comes down o it,
Inted could have paidthe wag-
esof those 234employces since
September, told us all not to
come 1nto work, and still make
8 large profit from the state.

This country retains the sta-
tus of a tax haven for big busi-
ness and the labour and trade-
union lesderships are failing to

,000 -that’s a lot of zeros.

drag us up to the standards of
pay and conditions of average

%ﬁm workers. This eco-

national corporations whose re-
patriated profits we'l{ ncver see
again,

ever, the pockets of the Irish
PAYE sector are not an inex-
haustible source to bribe inter-

Robert C unnvlly,
78 Kilworth Road,
Dubhn 12

FaF§ NOT
FPrAAYING EALR
ANYONE WHO ever had anything to do with foothall in this

country, as a player, conching kids, supporting the League of
Ireland, or the national tesmn ulways knew thatthe FAI wus

run by s hunch of messers.

We kncw 1t was bad, small
men with small ideas, but with
big egos andeven bigger appe-
tites for expenses, first class
travel, first class hotels, (even
*Gold’ credit cards as has now
emerged), but we never knew
it could be as bad as has been
revealed over the last few
weeks.

Ten years of incredible suc-
cess through the senior inter-
national team, should have laid
the basis for a real develop-
ment of the game on a new
level, instead we have an abso-
lute fiasco. The bubble hasbeen
well and truly burst, we are
back o the “Good Old Days”,
when our international manag-
er made his own way to the
World Cup, and slept on the
floor in the England manager’s
hotel room, when good players
were embarrassed on the pitch
by the lack of preparations, n-
terference in team selection,
and atrocious messing that went
on around intemational games.
Those were the days when the
players, outnumbered by offi-

cials, sal in the back of the
plane while the FAIl appa
rachiks sat up in first class.
Jack Charlton put an end to
all that. Charlton was lucky,
Ireland qualfied for Eurc '88,
putting him in the position o
run the show. But the last ten

ycars were a mirage, we had a
good international side, we
qualified for two World Cups,
but hehind the screen nothing
changed.

At schoolboy, under 18 and
under 2] we went backwards,
notforwards. The FAl now try
o blame Charlton and Setters,
but what werethey doing? They
wereriding the Charlton gravy
train for all it was worth, that's
what they were doing.

The mess they made of se-
lecting a new manager, and
then undermining hun days af-
ter his appointment pales into
insignificance with what's go-
ng on now, £8,000) used (o pay
off a personal loan, £200,000
in licket money gone missing,
dealings with international
ticket touts, and an attempted
cover up followed by mass res-
1gnations of the officers.

Now we have the League of
Ireland clubs going to sort 1t
out. Heavenhelp us. They cer-
tainly know athing or two ahout
dodgy accounting when it
comes to ticket sales and gate
money.

One of the reasons put for-
ward for the FAl's 8 dealings
with ticket touts was that they
wanted o look after the fans,
Give us a break! I'm one of
those people who went to ev-
eryinternational gamefrom the

SPIKE LEE'S
LATEST OFFERING

fabnc wenring threadbare, and

experience thint it wal duwy to
, suany individual strands bagin-

yemuin unaffected

The dealers and usem in
Clockers arg humun, products
of an environment wiieh thay
do not control. ['nghtensd peo
ple looking for  wity out, like
the workaholic, und
evien Strike who plays inces
santly with model trsins yst
hus only ever udden on the
subway, ‘The stuggle by hys:
terical patents to keep their kids

Vincent «

suf¢ und their community
clean puts the filin 10 o v
versal context, as eamly un
derstood sn Ballymun or Bal
lyfermot as 1n Brooklyn and
the Bronx,

Spike Let offers no solu
tions, buth# exposcs the trips
for the users and the clockers,
alongside the enorrmous pres

sures that bare down and &
threaten o engulf those who &
try to ‘do the nght thing’ by
working hard and trying W §

get oul.
Drugs are a symptom of a
society in frouble, its social

There has been an explosion in the numhtn[:
FAl &5 incapable of hamessing this

late 19605 up until the success
years. Then | was told to fuck
off when 1t came to getting
tickets [ike thousands of oth-
ers
I remember a home game
against Latvia in the last World
Cup campaign. Ticket sales
weren‘t going well, “the suits™
only wanted 1 80 to the big
Bames. Sean Connolly (who 1s
0o relation) had the cheek to
$ay 1t was an opportunity fer
“ali the moaners™ who said they
couldn’t get tickets to go to

mng o snap. The number

IW's a time for new ideas,
quite i hevo ol Spke Law
Midcom X, “A betier wor
must be bullll"

S——

aying soccer -

this game.

| made a pledge that day
never to set foot at n interna-
tional game again. Now I find
Ray Treacy calling for a boy-
cott of the friendly against
Russia! I've found a reason w
break my pledge

Yours fraternally,
Dermot Coanolly,
30 Ring St.
Dubhin 8

Americans taking drugs has
increased every yosr since
records began in the '50s, the
war on drugs is o fallure as are
ull the repressive police meth
ods that have been employed

drel. He was president
of the Lewxlip Chamber
of Commerce in 1993
and 1994, and likes 1o
sign histhreatening lei.
ter using that illustri-
ous title.

be
pleased ol ;mr that no-

* YOU WILL
wd body gets “sacked”,
“firedd” or “laid off” in
the LS anymare. Amier-
fcan workery are nol
evenlikety 1o be "down:

W | sized” or suffer “'re-en-
W | kincering”
Under the latest

American corporale
newspeak workery are
“involuntcrity separal-
ed” or experience
“workforce imbalance
correction”, “refocus-
ing on the job mix”, or
“rigght-sizing”.
Chuse Manhattan
Bank, about 1o lay off,
sorry, “vocationally re-
locate”, 12,00K) of iy
staff, are concerned
be seen as sensitive in
how it breaks the news
to 1ts “saves”, 1L.e

sucked waorkers,

A memu oon manage-
ment! meetings wilh
those “not selected for
the new corporation”
urges managers “to be
supportive but notcom
promising” and in-
cludes advice to prevent
the meeting lasting
maore than ten minutes.

* WHEN DEBT col-
lector Anthony Kelly
didn’t get satisfaction
fromaDublinbusiness-
man who owed £1,600)
he threatened to have a
private detective inves-
tigate theprivate life of
the businessman’s wife
Apart from this out-
rageous threat Kelly
also saidinaletter “you
must be the most ac-
complished liar | have
ever met and a ....con
man.”

Mr. Kelly should
know about suchthings.
He has a £30,000 bad
debtwithAlBregistered
againsthimandfurther
Judgements for £3,6ix)
and £2,300 owed to
printers by hisowndebt
collecting comparny.

Mr. Kelly though is
not a thug and a scoun-
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LOW PAY EMOLOYE

“IF YOU ar: orker in the

an hour,

g as an appren-

tice in Peter Marks you start on £1
an hour, if you're a cashier in

SuperValue

in this country”.

TELLING ITLIKE IT IS«

YOUNG WORKERS have not been slow to let our cam-
paign know how low pay affects them. Marie works in a
fast food joint, we cannot name the shop worker for

obvious reasons.

“I WORK in a diner on the
southside, I am not going to
say where because I'd proba-
bly get sacked. I only get £2
anhour, I get paid for working
from five until two, but I end
up waiting till about three and
don’t get home till ages after.
So the boss gets an hour or
more free work off me.

“Havingto stay late toclean
up is a real problem in restau-
rants and pubs - it’s not al-
ways even just to clean up if
the diner’s busy. That just nor-

mally means you'll be late.
My friend started work at five
in the evening the weekend of
the Wales- Ireland match. She
didn’t get home till eight
o’clock thenext morning. The
place was jammed packed
with all the supportsrs, the
busiest she'd ever seen it - but
~~shewas the only waitress on.
“The boss really wies to
push the idea of grades - the
lowest in their opinion being
kitchen porter. They wantyou

toaspiretobeawaiterif you're

aKitchen porter, and a super-

. visor if you're a waiter - what
an ambition! But even this is
ridiculous because during the
week I end up both waiting
and doing the kitchen porter
work.

“I'msick of it The money is
crap,l don’tgethome tillabout
three in the morning. I have to
be incollege for bang in nine,
T’ve been getting into trouble
about timekeeping and atten-
dance, I spend my nights wait-
ing tables or cleaning dishes
and my days trying to stay
awake in college.

SRR

jou're on a misera-
ble £2.25 an hour, these are the
conditions that young people

School students on the march,

Bad

face

] WORK in Penneys in
Dublin, the reason I work
part ume 15 because ' m stll
at school.

“The conditions in Penneys
aren’t.the worst I suppose. [
get £3.78 an hour, which
isn’t that bad when I talk to
my friend who's a hairdress-
er. She gets £1 an hour.
*Because I'm studying and
working I'm generally ex-
hausted all the time and it
does my head in when peo-
ple say things like “Give it
up if you can’t hack it”. I'd
be happy to give it up and
concentrate on my leaving
cert for the next year, but |
can’t because I need the
money.

"I'd say the reason Penneys
is alright is because workers

wage.

' OUTED

YOUNG LEFT RESISTANCE’S outing campaig.n was
kicked off at the end of January outside Burger King on
0’Connell St. We went for this place because it employs seeeeee00000000cs000e
mainly young people, paying them a pitlance in compar- . -
ison to the owner of Burger King who is worth a ‘whopping £31 million.
Despite a snow blizzard our first stall was
really busy. People were queuing up to sign
the petition against low pay and for the
immediate introduction of a minimum

4 Next on trial was the Early Learning Centre
in Henry St This outing was in solidarity
with the workers on strike in ELC in Cork.
This was quite a day. The Gardai decided to
use article 21 of the Public Order Act. This
§ meant that we were not allowed put up a

J e
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stall, but it didn’t stop us from
baving asuccessful protest. The

«IF THE working conditions
s and pay talked about on this
spage are nothing new to you,
contact the campaign and
have your boss OUTED.
» Enter your boss for the 'Scr-
rooge of the month chart'.

know about your workplace.
Young Left Resistance, P.O.

Drop us a line and let us

Box 4773, Dublin 1

By Sinead Daly

word of our protest reached the

strikers 1 Cork and bad a real-

ly good effect on them.

Where do we go from here?
Right now we're speiled for
choice as to who we can ‘out” -
we've been given lots of sug-
gestions ranging from Peter
Marks to Super Value and from

the

ets Diner.

Its up to you to decide.
Get involved in our cam-
paign against low pay
now.

there are in the
Mandate union.
Whereas most of
the places with bad
conditions and re-
ally. low., gy, the |
places where most
young people work
aren’t unionised.
“l think therehs
should be a minimum wage
of £5 an hour though, be-
cause sometimes I don’t
know if it’s worth it, I mean
I have to go to work straight
from school, which means
bus fare a couple of times a
day. Any books I need for
school I have to pay for. as
well as obviously handing
up money at home. I think
it’s about time there was a
minimum wage.”

af the anti coursing protest at the annual coursing meenng in Clonme].

The militant poets out in

of the unconsci
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Poem by Mark Cleary, South Dublin M
If you have any poems or cartoons send tiem in to us
B at The Militant Youth Page, P.O. Bax 3434, Dub. &

5 ON 22p AN HOUR

force of course it’s not easy to build the conscwusness
ious masses [ying in pools of blood and slavery and k
it’s bravery that men and women go out to fight in war when they
know what the're ﬁgﬁ(n#
to settle the score rock th
the waters let it be know
and daughters that your governmer
are not there for you or me
him and you’ll surely drown if you
can’t swim in your own
and misconceptions of the
pass and the ruling class wiu rnp ard
tear and the poverty and famine too
niuch to bear anymore we won't
your whore president taoseach prime
minister it’s all so sinister how you_
preach and breach and cover up and
lead us to believe that you run for us
whien you run for us when you run

for it’s time

e bpat ripple

econceptions

e

I yl'“ b seg Lhe fume wii e when
reality and evolution jomn forces to bv-

come revolution!
Labour

UNDERAGE.W'QRKER.S Some as young as 11, are paid 22p an hour to produce Levi
Strauss clothing in Honduras. The factory has a contract for five years to produce

35,000 garmenss a week for the American multinational. Under a ¢
on the wall, confirming the factory has “satisfactorily completed*

Strauss, work 600 squashed in Honduras.

Levis® have long claimed to
“pioneer ethical business prac-
tices”, theirglobal sourcing and
operating guidelines which
state that ‘workers can be no
less than 14 years of age’. The
Honduran government say that
no child under 16 can work
more than six hours a day. Tell

WOR

By Susan Fitzgerald

North DublinMilitans Labcsr
e

that to the 11 year old girl who
started when she was 10 who
said: “T am the youngest but
there are other children here
100", Another worker employed

NG FOR NOTHING

THIS YEAR approximately 20,000 school students will take

respective school’s transition year programme.

Transiton ‘year is intended
to involve students 10 commu-
nity and project work, languag-
es and work expenenie

“Transition year 1s a chaoce
for pupils to develop 1n self
confidence and ¢an afford an
opportumity to reflect on therr
future”, according to Depart-
ment of Education lnspectors.

What kind of future is on
offer for you to reflect on?

One of the plus sides tiy the
programme 1s that 1t gives stu-
dents a chance © practice sub-
Jects they haven’tbeen able ta
Iy befare because some of the
subjects are not on the Jupior
or Leaving Cert ¢nurses

By John McCamley

Young Left Resistance

It can 8ive you an idea of
what area of employment or
the college course you would
like to move into. This is all
very well, but when you sign
up (o enter transition year \:\u
don'_l expect to be c\plml&'

Waork experience is said to
QINC ¥ou Lhe experience of
working in the job YOu want to
do after school. The experi-
ence ¥ou o get is ope of total
exploitation for wo weeks

One siory 1 hearg was l.n\m
somevde who wanted to get

ertificate kanging
the demands of Levi

more than three years s a ma-
chinist - conhimed “there are
several children uander i6.
Some are 13 and 14"

So much for the ‘ethical busi
0SS practice’ assurances o
multinationals and
menks.

govern

part in their

ed up licking
ing the floor. He
electronics
for a five

He got paid £90
day week and he was
one of the lucky ones \'ch\\; S
advise Companies that student
shouldn't be pad o

Employers have come
fnd sad work exper
Sreatidea, of cours
because 1t means
labour with po
thing

By the way the govery
BOW want mare \\\or\ e

cnCe %
ShCe programmes in schoal
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mm://m milifent

Militant e-mail address is
militant@dojo.ie
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'WATER CHARGES

APRIL 20TH is the day! On that Satur-
day, we intend to show the establish-
ment politicians that the anti-water
charges campaign is on the march.

march and rally.
Start preparing
now. Get posters
and leaflets from
the Federation of
Dublin Anti Water
Charges Cam-

Wit
o e Cout
e, e rih

By Emmett Farrell

South Dublin Milirant Labour
We want a big, co-
lourful, noisy parade of
residents from all over
Dublin with placards,
banners and noise

. paigns. Get yo_ur t l'
- whistles, )
s smasaice: e asseen | LTIAIR,

Most of all we need
people from every es-
tate facingwatercharg-
es. Some estates are

sor the march
Make your banner.
Get people to com-,
mit themselves.

United we can beat

es to join the main the double tax.

l discussing area march-

Saturday April 20th
Assemble Parnell Sgquar
2pm
This is your chance to show your anger at these
charges. All residents’ and tenants' associations,
community organisations, trade unions, anti-water
charge groups and individuals are invited to
participate. Bring banners and placards.

CAMPAIGN HOTLINE 8729163

een a im Campoeli, pensioners who have had a water disconnection order made against I em in court

WHAT AN irresponsible proposal! I'mreferring to ESAT Telecom’sproposal to build
a 16 meter microwave mast at Roselawn shopping centre. This is to facilitate their
nation-wide network of masts for mobile phone links. The propasal site is next to a
large school, St Francis Xavier’s, with 1,100 students and in the centre of a densely

populated residential area.

There is an ongoing debate about
the health risks from long term ex-
posure to the abnormal pulsed mi-
crowaves emitted from the mast.
ESAT claim there is no danger, but
this technology is very new. Re-
search into the long term effects is
only beginning and results will not
be available for many years yet.

Without the benefit of this type
of independent research it is totally
irresponsible for ESATor any other
company to claim that these masts
are safe. In fact, due to the health
risks, the location of transmitter

By Karen Allen
North Dublin Militant Labour

masts in California and New
Zealand is barred from residential
and school areas.

ESAT however, are prepared to
overlook any risks because mobile
phones are big business. They are
concermed only with theirown prof-
its. Residents of the Roselawn area
and parents of the school students
have different concerns and have
organised a campaign against the

mast.

Militant Labour Councillor Joe
Higgins, organised meetings in St.
Francis Xavier’s school attended
by over a hundred people. The group
have called themselves the Con-
cemned Residents of Roselawn. Fin-
gal County Council refused plan-
ning permission in December 1995
but their decision had nothing to do
with health risks. Refusal was on
the grounds that the height and
location of the mast would contra-
vene the County Development Plan.
ESAT have appealed the decision

to An Bord Pleanala.

Further meetings have organised
opposition in a number of different
ways. It is important to make the
maximum number of people aware
of the proposals and to give them a
way of voicingtheiroutrage. A door-
to-doorcanvass collected 1,500 sig-
natures which have been given to
An Bord Pleanala.

A report has also been commis-
sioned from a consultant on non-
ionising radiation. The report con-
cluded that microwaves of a lower
density would be acceptable but
this is not the type of mast ESAT
are planning. Residents then staged
a protest outside ESAT’s office.
This protest, the report and the
number of signaturesleave no doubt
about the level of anger in the area
against the proposed mast.

BLANCHARDSTOWN SAYS NO TO ESAT MAST

OUR HEALTH COMES FIRST

A decision from An BordPleana-
la is due on or before May 15th.
Should they overtumn the refusal by
Fingal County Council, the resi-
dents have let the owners of the
shopping centre know their feel-
ings. Roselawn Shopping Centre
depends on local people for its busi-
ness. It would obviously be in their
own interest not to continue their
contract with ESAT.

The residents have a number of
concerns about the proposed mast.
How the structure would look, the
affect on property values, but the
most serious question is the health
risk. The people of Roselawn refuse
to be used as guinea pigs 1o safe-
guard ESAT Telecom’s profit mar-
gins.

e
!
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