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EDITORIALS
 AFTER THE ELECTICN

Por only the second time in the history of the 26 County state Fianna
Pail have succeeded in achieving over 50% of the popular vote, the
otrer occasion being 1938. With the assistance of the backfiring of
the Tully constituency revision, this has given them an unprecedented
overall majority of twenty seats in the Dail, The Fine Gael party
suffered a major rebuff, losing twelve seats. The extreme right-wing
of the party were massacred. Both Dockrells and one Belton lost their
seats, as did Paddy Cooney, Minister for Justice, who was responsible
for enforcing repressive legislation and the draconian prison regime.
The equilibrium of the Fine Gael party was so disturbed that after
Cosgrave's resignation the extreme right wing could net mount any
serious challenge to Garret Fitzgerald for the leadership of the party.

Two Labour Party coalition ministers were defeated and another, Jim
Tully, leader of the party's right-wing, was humiliated. Conor Cruise
O'Brien, essociated with hard-line support for repressive legislation,
censorship and partition, and Justin Kesting, held responsible for
rising prices, were the ministers in question. The party suffered a
slight decline in its overall share of the vote as compared with the
197% election which they fought on a coalition basis. However, in 1969
the party achieved 17% of the vote 2s compared with less than 13% on
tnis occasion., This decrease, wholly due to coalitionism, took place
against a background of decline in the farming population, growing
nassive unemployment and falling living standards. These figures,
therefore, conceal the true extent of the setback inflicted on the
labour movement by the coalition pelicy of its leaders. The figures
for Dublin city are a little more instructive: 28% in 1969, 22% in
1973 and 18% in 1977. The electoral debacle led to the irmediate
resignation of Corish and the eclipse of Tully, 0'Leary and Halligan;
Cluskey, the least discredited coalition "Minister" emerging as leader.

Noel Browne end Matt Merrigan, the leaders of the Labour Party left-
wing, stood as independent labour candidates expressing opposition to

the existing coalition arrangement, Browne was elected with a high

poll. Another independent labour candidate, Mick Lipper, was elected

in Limerick at the expense of Steve Coughlan, the official candidate,

who was a supporter of the right-wing Tully faction. The Official

Sinn Fein achieved respectable polls in several constituencies, taking
advantage of the coelitionist position of the Labour Perty. Significant-
ly, their highest polls were in arecas where their candidates had former-
1y been left-wing members of the Labour Party.

WHY FIANNA FATL WON

The election ook place in radically different circumstences from

those obtaining in the fifties and early sixties, Fifty per cent of
the population are under 26 years of age and about half e million young
people were voting for the first time. Farmers now constitute only

2% of the population. The unemployed had not emigrated and living
standards had been falling in recent years due to wage restroint and

inflation. The cepitalist Fianna Fail party fought the electionm, not
on o programme nf attacks on the working class, but on a programme of
concessions to the working class and middle class. Though they

called for wage restraint, they made it clear that many of the concess-
ions would be given in any cvent. They revamped their populist

and nationalist image (with great assistance from Cruise 0'Brien)
including in their programme & call for "an ordered withdrawal® from
Ivish affairs by Britein. With the Labour Party fighting the elsction
as part of the government on 2 coalition programme which meraly
promised a continuation of the policies of the last four years, it is
not surprising that Fianna Fail got increased support emong the working
class, the youth and the middle olass. In zddition there was a swing
to Fianma Fail omong the farming population sssociated with the
coalition's increzsed taxation of large farmers. This concession to
the Labour Party in ccalition damaged Fine Gzel electorally.

In 1969 the Labour Party, purswing a mo-coelition policy, were on the
brink of meking major inroads into Fiamna Fail support among the working
class, as shown by their 287 share of the vote in Dublin. But faced
with the major victories of the working class culminating in the
maintenance men's strike and the moss mobilisation in the north on civil
rights and the national guestion, which threatened the partitionist
cepitalist stete institutions, the Labour Party and the trade union
apparatus moved quickly to decapitate the mass mobilisation. This was
expressed in the introduction of the "all-out" picket and the national
wage agreements on the one hand and by cocalition with Fine Gael in the
south and the entry of the Catholic Labour leaders into the 5.D.L.F.

on the other. They have succeeded, at least temporarily, in reviving
Fianna Pail and halting the development of the Labour Party.

CRISIS OF THE BOURGEOCISIE

The new government takes office ss a new offensive of the Irish and
British working class begins on the wages front, Wsge restraint in
Britain has been deelt a major blow by the decision of the British
T.G.W,U. and the miners against eny further wage restraint. This will
reinforce the growing movement in the 26 Counties against the national
wage agreements and wage restraint. The victory of the building workers
and the continuing lengthy strike of craftsmen in the steel industry in
Cork are indications of the batitles to come, The continued crisis of
British rule in the north, and therefore of all the state institubtions
in this islend, muset give rise to new mass explosions. This erisis of
bourgeois rule is & component part of the general crisis of capitalist
and bureancratic stalinist rule in Burops. The first blows in the
Buropean socialist vevolution were struck in Portugal. Now mass
explosions threaten in Spain, Italy and Frence, while the Krenlin and
its satellite bursaucracies fear new outbreaks of the political
revolution, particularly in Polend and Czechoslovakia. These develop-
ments will have important repercussians in Ireland, both in their
effect on the militancy of the working class and due to the dislocation
of EEC institutions which will emsue. The retum to government has
merely postponed the sherpening of factional divisions within Fianna
Feil. Fitzgerald, the now leader of Fine Gael, has already pointed out
the dangers of a capitalist party seeking election on the basis of
raising the expectations of the masses., The woages offensive and the
necessity to modify the forms of state rule in Ircland in order to
maintain imperialist hegemony will again sharpen those divisions, with
the national question as a key matter of contention, Already, during
the election compaign, two Fianna Fail TDs expressed their opposition




to Lynch's policy on the national question.

Questions of church-state relations are an cxplosive question within
both capitalist parties, Fitegorald's accession to the leadership of
Pine Goel leaves the large farmers, extreme right wing setions of the
cepitalist =nd upper niddle classes without any adequate political
expression. It is unlikely that the party con survive the storms ahead
as a single unit.

The election has weakened the Labour Party apparatus in relation to the
working class in general. The eclipse of the Tully wing and the dominance
of a new ruling group in the apparatus around Cluskey is =n expression
of this more fundamental change. Equally, the trade union apparatuses
have been weakened in relation to the rank and file. Fintan Kennedy,
leader of the ITGWU, and Paddy Cgrdiff, new leader of the WUI, wexre
Cruise O'Brien's nominators and leading backers in the election carpaign.
More importantly, both within their respective unions were militant
supporters of cealition. The apparatuses led by them hed sguashed all
attempts to maintain living standords, to organise opposition to
unemployment and repressive legislation within the trade union movement
in the interest of maintaining the coalition. Now they can no longer
depend on a key stratum of Labour supporters to help thenm block the
working class offensive. Changes within the bureacracies leading to the
eclipse of those nost prominently identified with coalitionism and wage
restraint cennot be long delayed. Nevertheless, the union bureaucracies,
perhaps with nev leadérs or at least with a new face, will spare no
effort to reach an accomodation with the new government in order %o
block the working class offensive.

THE FUTURE OF COALITIONISM

The Labour leadership =re operating in completely different circumstances

to those existing between 1964 and 1969, The crisis of imperialist rule

in Ireland, cxpressed not least in the demise of Stormont, has advanced

to a higher stage. Left wing demagogy on wages, unenployment, opposition

to repressive legislation, not to spozk of raising the perspective of a

;abour government and a 32 County Labour Party, would fuel mass nobilisat-

ions which would further dislocate the institutions of imperialist rule

and the labour and trade union apparatuses. The Labour leaders.will be

very sparing in their left wing telk if at all possible, but the offensive

of the masses will compel them to go much further than they wish in

order to meintain control, thus fuelling the very crisis which they wish

to prevent. It is highly unlikely that the Labour and trade union

apparatuses will be able to resurrect o coalition of right wing coloration

such as has ex?sted for the last four years. The sharpened crigis

of the bourgeoisie leading to splits in the big capitalist parties will

EIQE?bly lead.to.a period of parlismentary instability, despite Fianna

Bgl s big majority. Tt will be necessary for the labour apparatuses

vith the key intervention of the stalinists using their influence in '

the LabzurtPartykleftowing, in the trade unions and in the republican

movgmen', e} sogk o coalition of a left-wing colorati i

figiziélst Egrties, in order to protect thebcupitalgzgnszzzg,£ﬁigﬁe§:s o
: ould also mean mainte iti

15 callos o powior oo B ntenance of partition. Such an arrangement

It is nccessary for socialists to prepare a fight i

trade union novement against these pogicies, cgunte?nggné?goﬁiiggg
workers' front to coalitionism and popular frontism, This means & fi b
for o 32 Cognty Labour Party, for the perspective of a fullnbabour &
governnent in the south and olections to an 2ll-Ireland constituent

assembly after total British withdrawal.

THE BROWNE-MERRIGAN CAMPATGN

g0l of the Lisison of the Left Committee to organise a broad
ggitrzggosition to coslition within the Labour Party over the past years
couged the Labour Party left to be totally unprepa?ed to neet ?he
ruthlessness of the npparatus in blocking all.cgndldates who~mlght_pose
the slipghtest threat to the conlition. The Liaison 1ead?rshlp aplit o
into fragments, each going its own wey. Brovne and Merrigan got toge hox
 hasty ill-prepared and politically copfused %ndependent 1abou? c;n?algn.
Deépite its political limitations, it did prov1de'a small frgnedgr or )
a ficht ageinst coslitionism from the left. It did succeed in ?-grouzlnb
a siZnificant mmber of nx-Labour Party. members and new young m1}1?ant§.
Now it is necessary, after serious discussion and p011t1c§1 91ar1f1§; ion
of the way forwerd, for the independents to Qegand reTadg1531onLto o
Lebour Party without victimisation or selectivity., Within the' q:oui
Party fremework it will be possible to educate new layers 9f ﬂll? an’ Sd
drawn to the Labour Party in opposition, anq to have the discussion an a
orrenisation necessary to wage a vattle ageinst the Labour apparatus an
it; policies of class-collaboration.
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' LWR CONFERENCE

In this isswe of our journal we publish the moin doounent adopted at
our conference held at the end of May this year. The other dccunent
subnitted wos a preparatory doocunment on the ba}ance shegt of tbf zlass
struggle in Ireland since 1968, The general line ?f this difiuhn' was
acoepted, end it will be published in a ugch expanded fo€m t eit%n
the yenz. Since our conference the election has ocourred, Tesu ting
in the crushing defent of the Coalition, The afternath of this is
dizcussed in the editorial above, which complements the conference

docunents.

Our lmst conference docunents were adopted in January 197F. Fn these
docunents we first advance the new tactical turn of @he LWR, where we'd
turned from the sectarian attempt to build 2 revolutlon;ry pa?ty outside
of the nuss orgomisations of the working class to on orlgnta?lon to"
those magss organisations. This is cxpressed in our puhllcatlgn of o i
bi-nonthly thecreticsl journel rother thon o nonthly poper. ncwsggpir,
even nonthly, which is sold to the vorking class af 1a?gc in sucy ploces
25 public houses, implics thot the orgenisation which yubllshes it g
scos itself os on zlfernstive to the existing lecdership of th? working
clnss. This implies the counterpositicn of such % group to thg i
traditionsl crganisations of the werking class. Small reyolutlon«ry
groups cen he no nore than the nuclei of o f?turg revolutionary E;ve-
ﬁent, which will only be crasted thrcugh splits 1n.t§e.trad1tlo:£ org;
anisntions, snd their eventunl demise. ;n'our acthltfeg Oiir ekeas'
cighteen months we have fought for trapsltlonal.demanda in ; ¥o? ;?. .
novenent and advanced o Marxist enalysis of vorious aspec?s.o frgi lgn
internaticonal affairs, with porticular emphasis on the crisls ¢ alin-
jem ond the problems of the Irish economy.




This yecr!'s conference documents are based on over a year's experience
of this work, in which we have deepened our understanding of this
orientation. 4t our recent conference we reaffirmed this orientation,
which has already significantly strengthened our organisation; we will
continue to discuss various aspects of our work, and publish our
conclusions as appropriate.

000000000000 00c000
1, In our 1975/1976 Conference Documents we stated:
"The contraction of the world market has brought
SUBSCRIBE . about a rencwal of trade war, since 1971, when Nixon
. i stated that the U.S. would meke Buropeen capitel pay for
Ireland and Britain 1 year (5 issues) £2,50 its own problens....
Continental Europe o " £4,00 "he old antagonism between Burope and Americe has
E W " . . reasserted itself with full force. Yet Burope has innexr
1sewhere £5.00. h contradictions, reflecting the problems of each national
capitalismes ..

"Inl the face of the contraction of the world‘market the
najor industrial exporting countries find it difficult
to maintain a favoursble balance of trade and payments...

Although the first months of 1976 saw a limited growth both in trade

and industrisl production in certain countries (the United States,
Germany, even Britain and Ireland) this never reached previous Yoo
levels apd levelled off mid-1976, and was based on increased productivity,
not on increased employment. Far from the recession ending, it resumed
with renewed ferocity, posing even greater problems for imperialism.
Although unenployment and inflation increese, the working class refuses
to bear the brunt of these attacks, thus exascerbating the problems of
the bourgeoisie, The strength of the working class in the face of the
cconomic crisis forces divisions in the bourgeoisie on how te confront
the working class, leading to acute political crises on e world scale,
The inability of the individual bourgeoisies to increase their rate of
profit drives them into ever fiercer competition with one another,
threatening trade war, not only between Europe and Aperica, but more
recently within Europe itself, Substantial growth in output for
imperielism as a whols could only be achieved by economic penetration
of the Soviet Union, Bastern Burope and China, and ultimately the
reversal of the property relations there. But this can only be achieved
by crushing, not only the working class of these countries, but of the
whole world. ’ .

Meanwhile the crisis continmes. Bach bourgecisic can only improve its
situation in the limited world market by, on the one hand, attacking
the share of production won by the working claess, and, on the other,
openly attacking the economies of other bourgeoisies through trade wam,
But the imperizlist system as a whole also depends on the stability

of its components, Thus the weak capitalist econonies - Britain,
France, Italy, Spain, Irveland - in Burope, the backward countries - are




deeply in debt to those, as yet, velatively strong - West Germenv,
Jepan, the United States, and the ¢il-producing countries. Bui this
in turn inoreeses the pressures both within and between the different
capitalist countries. 411 of these countries aee rising inflation and
unerployment and continued industrial decline.

In Bastern Burope the economic crisis also worsems. The debt which
taese countries owe of 40 billion dollers intensifies their dependence
on imperialism, opening the door to the "free cireulation of goods and
jdeas" of the Helsinki Agreement. In China the political crisis which
has continued since the death of Lin Piac has intensified with the
struggle for the leadership since the death of Mao. This hes its roots
in the rapid growth of the Chinese population, and the inability of
Chinese industry to meet the needs of Chinese agriculture and of the
expanding population. A development of industry could be brought' about
through the exploitation of China's vast reserves of oil and minerals,
but this is only possible with foreign investment, which would intensify
the political crisis. The Vietnamese government has already sought a
way out of similar problems by seeking foreign investment.

2. The counter-revolutionary Holy Alliance

The political dislocation of the bourgeocis order established at Yalta
and Potsdan by the representatives of imperielism and the Krewlin,
which began in 1968 with the French General Strike and the Prague Spring
in Czechoslovakis, continues. Since the signing of the Helsinki i
Agreenent we have seen many more blows directed at the world proletariat
in the interests of imperialism. While in 1974/1975 the Portuguese
revolution and the disruption of the Paris Agreements in Vietnen gave
a nev impulse to the struggle of the working class, the refined counter-
%-evolutionzry of fensive represented by the Helsinki Agreement has
imposed & number of setbacks on the international proletariat, In India
Mrs: Gandhi's.COngress Party, supported to the hilt by the Kremlin, the
J.an:.a.n Comz{mnlst_ Party end by American and British imperialism, succeeded
in unleaghlng a wave of repression throughout the country, repression
aimed prlmax‘:ﬂy at the working class who had recently challenged the
govemmin? 1?1 a ;idesﬁread strike wave. The crisis of the Indian
ourgeoisie has been heightened by the crushing ;
Party, which has countered the Ingia.n masses rt13 iﬁieiglﬁytg? fongreas
imperialism and the Kremlin bureaucracy. '

In Lebanon the Syrian Army, armed to the teeth b i
B i ] y the Kremlin, crushed
zge'Pilzs?mt;{xs vut}l; the collusion of the PLO leadership, T}’ley were
sisted in this work by the Israeli 4 i eni
e F&langists}., rmy intervening on the side of

In Latin America the great proletariat of Argentina

:imy diﬁta;orshipiwhich was welcomed by the gimunis‘:uggii;.ung;rlsggica
e work of conta ning the masses has been done on beha ' un

revolutionary Holy Alliance by the troops of Castro. wiihoﬁezeliﬁzgp

support among the.masses,_ and threats both from rival organisations

and frop the working class in the form of strikes, the MPLA could not

have maintained order alone. Here imperialisi ceded its policemen's

role to the Kremlin because of the explosive content of an Anerican/

South African takeover of the area i
to imporistion by e Moth. + and because of the guarantees given

The imminence of the revolution mekes an’ .
; ] e necessary an offensive by i inl-
ism against the world proletariat, and also makes imperialism zxeﬁ)erml

2

prossuré on the Kremlin bureancravy to play an ever-increasing counter-
revolutionary role: - Such ‘a rcle is demanded by the interests of ‘the
Kremlin bureaucracy itself, which mertally fears the proletarian
revolution.  The Kremlin buresucracy seeks to play this role by maintain-
ance of ‘the. institutions of bourgecis rule in the face.of the threat to
those institutions by the working claess. This has led it .to support the
Christian Democrats in' Italyy the MF4 in Portugaly the monerchy in
Spain and the crisis-ridden Fifth Republic in Framce. These policies.
aye-carrisd ‘cut within the ‘genersl ‘stretegic framework of the Popular
Pront, which in this period remains, with fascism; the.last political
resort of the bourgsoisie. The working class is still undefeated and.
therefore would crush any fascist offensive. The task of the Popular
Front -is to disarm and demoralisc-the working closs in the face of
fascism, to prepare the -way. for another Chils. TUltimately the counter-
revolution must end in the reversal of the October revolution omd the
destruction of the gunins of the working class throughout:Eastern Europe
ond China. o : - : : ‘ o ‘

3, The Imminence of the Revolution

But the setbacks suffered by the working class have not modified the
nature of the period in which we are living as the period of the
imminence of the revolution. Although the working class has suffered .,
blows in the countries mentioned above, nowhere has the bourgeoisie
ostablished steble Tule. - In the Middle Eest, Israel itself hovers on
the edge of a vast political crisis, heralded by a spate of spandals
and suicides, and by growing resistance of the working class to. the
governnent. In Bgypt, centrs of the hrab Alliance, the government has.
been shaken by an explosion of strikes end-ricts which forced it to
make concessions on the price rises which proveked them, 4% the other
end of Africa, in South Africe, the super-exploited black proletariat
have shown their resistance to the spartheid government of Vorster in
continued- strikes, protests and riots This povenent: of. the masses
cannot be contazined by any veforn of apartheid. This has prow_rokr_—:d a
orisis in the whole of Southern Africa. .

In Latin America the bourgecisie has novhere succecded in containing the
working olass. . The Chilean junta presides over economic chaos. . Inflat-
jon vuns ot almost.400% in srgentine, apd the army clique is divided
between "alstras" and parlismentariens, whils the working class expresses
its combativity in, as yet, isolated strikes. In Mexico a recent’ nassive
strike wove hes shaken the state, and raises questions last raised

in the student upsurge of 1973. In Peru the governnent is racked by
indecision: & state of emergency exists while massive strikes go on
and political activity is unebated. Already o pre-revolutionery
pituntion exists there, Brezil, the dentre of imperialist raction on
the continent for years, seces the disintegration of the military dictat-
orship which now . favours 2 "liberalisation" whose outcome it will not
be able to control, Throughout the continent American impericlisn is
trying to compensate for its defeat in South-East Asia by :tnten;if.'ied
exploitation of Latin Americe. But this presgure. threatens po:!.:.tlcal.
stability which is the first concern of i;nperialism. Iynpgxiafl;sm'must
holster up the regimes it attenpts to oppress. As the contradictions
intensify, the working class will surge forward, finding more and more
cracks in the institutions of bourgeois rule which will cpen the way
for the development of pre-revolutionary situations th:_:oqghog’c the
continent, s

In the United States the ‘elégkion of Carter solves nothing for the




bourgeoisie, The politizal crisis which culminated in the fg.ll of
Nixon arose out of the inability of the inetitutions of 4mericen
democracy to continue t¢ fully serve the needs of the Axperican.bc)uz-g\-
eoisie on a world scale. The power of Congress contradicted with

their need for a strong govermment centred in a figure una.nswezab]_.e

to any popular control. In his efforts to become such a2 figurs Nixon
succeeded only in unmasking those contradictions, end he had to go.

The intervention of the SWP in its campaign against the_CIA contribuf.ed
" significantly to the crdeis pf the inmstitutions-of American imperialism.
The election of Carter does mot do away with the need for such a strong
government for the Amerigan bourgeoigie.

Faged with the deepening crisis of imperialism, American imperialism
has been forced to go on the offensive., This it could not do whils
weakened by the defeat in South Bast Apia, and the internal crisis
brought about by Watergate. With the electlon of Carter the Amerkoan
bourgeoisie hes temporarily postponed itvs crieis, with the Presidency
and the Congress both in the hands of the Democrats, and seeks to assexrt
its weight on the bureaucracy to force it to carry out every moze
counter-revolutionary policies, to the extent of undermining the
property relations within Eastern Burcpe itself. . This is the content
of Carter's championship of dissidente,

In the United States itself a significant new development has been the
emergence of & powerful opposition to the class-colleberationist
leadership of the H'L/GIO. In the candidacy of Sadlowsky for the.
presidency of the Steelworkers' Union, largest affiliate of the
AFL/CI0, the American working class i6 expressing its firat challenge
to the Demcerat-led, Mefia-enmeshed labour bureaueracy, a challenge
which implies the questicn of the political independence of the
fnericon werking class.

The death of Mao opened the door to the political orisis in China
which has been maturing since the Qultural Revolution, Faced with
enormous economic preblems in the #)s, the Chinese bureaucracy was
under pressure from the Kremlin (which had twice attempted to ssbotage
the Chinese revolution) and frem American imperialism, ¢ open the
docrs to ompitalist pemetration. 4 secticn of the bureaiicracy under
Mao resisted this, and carried out & very limited end deformed
mobiligation of the masses in ordér, under the control and tutelage
of the Armmy, to crush the capitulationist wing in the Cultural
Revolution. This mess mcbilisation was itself cut short by the Maoist
wing when it threatened to go beyond the framework of bureangratic
rule, None of the underlying problems were resolved by the Cultural
Revolution. The Chinese bureaucragy has played a full part as an =
adjunot of the counter-revolutionary Holy Alliance ( support for
Pin9chet in Chile, for Yayha Khan in Pakigten, for the EEC, for the
Paris dgreenents on Vietnam, for Nixen in the US). Since 1974 the
pressure of imperislism on China hes intensified, thie time welcomed
by the Magaist buresncracy. The differences within the buresnoracy
resurge with remewed vigour, bursting openly onto the scene with the
_'death of Mao., Through the cracks in the bureaucracy the Chuinese
nasses oan and will surge forward, posing the political revolutian
not only in China but across the frontier in the USSR,

4. The Buropesan Revolution

The Stalinist bureaucracy wes direotl challenged on its ow

in the summer of 1976 when the Polishyworkersngzmck' a.ng :igtggma
against price increases. 4s in 1970/1971, the bureauncracy was
forced to retreat and the Kremlin bureancracy lent the Polish a
billion roubles to pay for the concessions to the working class,
Both in 1970/71 and in 1976 the Polish.working olass set up soviet

1

tynpe crzmns,’ thus directly p asdng the quostiim of the political
revilutien, The strugsle erntinues between the nasses and the bureau-
cracy vith the bottle for the defence of those jnuiled for their
participation in the events of June/July. .

In cther Bastern Buropean countries the political revelution is alsc
raised. In Czecheslevakia the Charter 77 movenent peses the nost
seriocus threot to the bureaucracy since the oppositicn toe the Russian
invagirn in 1969-71. Faced with the suppert for the Charter; not
~nly of intellectnals and kn-wn cppesiticnists but also cof large.
secticns of the werking class, the bureauncracy hesitates between
brutal suppression and atterpted eonciliation, but econeiliaticn without
conceding to the demands . £ the Charter and which therefcre can only
feed it. In other Bastern Furcpean couniriss sinilar demands are
being made frr democratic rights, and solidarity with Charter 77 has
boon expressed in Hungary, Yuzcslavia and, most recently, Rumania,
though the mevement is rmuch less develsped than in Czecheslovakia.

In the Scviet Union itself, the working class continues its sullen
passive resistance t~ the bureaucracy, and divigicns are to be seen
in the bureaucracy itself. The bureaucracy came intc being on the
basis of the geins of the Octrber revolutien. The reversal of those
gains jecpardises the existonce of the bureaucracy itself. But these
gzins can only be defended by a mebilisaticn of the Soviet masses on
the basis of soviet demceracy, which spells death for the Soviet
bureaucracy. Tc defiend itself agninst the challenge frenm the working
class the bureancracy must increasingly lean on imperialisno. The
counter-reveluticnary role which the bureaucracy rmuset play in the
interests of imperialise: allows greater und greater pressure from
inperialism on the bureaucracy itself, in the form of lecans and
eceremic penetraticn of the Eastern Burepesn countrics, thus paving
the way for restoration. These pressurcs proveke an ever-inoreasing
crisis in the buresucracy, and will generate splits and divisicns
through which the working class will surge. The wing which, under
pressure from imperialisn, wishes to trovel te the end of the restor-
ationist rend, is cppnsed by thot which has a cleser identification
with the conquests of Octcher, -n which its privileges rest, Thesc
differences are cxpressed throughmt the Stalinist opparatus, creating
cracks which the werking class can and will use,

In Germany, where the crunter-revoluticnary policy of the Kronlin is
concentrated in its division of Qermany and the Gorman preletariat,

a challenge to that pelicy has provoked a deep orisis. When Wolf
Bieymann, asn advccate of Germen unity and a communist militant, )
expressed his view at a orncert in West Germany (which he had been
perpitted to attend) his Bast German citizenship was revcked. Throughe
out Germony, but particularly in the East, this sparked off a storm

of pretest and intensc discussion. Again, the action of the bureau-
cracy intensifies its own crisis.

In Germany the question of natdional oppression by both imperialism
and the bureaucracy is sharply raised. The unity .cf Germany,
against the bureawcracy and imperialism, is a precondition for the
unity of the German working class and for a socialist Germany. Both
in the other Bastern European ccuntries and within the Soviet Unicn
itself naticnal oppression continues $0 be a powerful powder keg

of resentment against the Krenlin bureaucracy.

Throughout Eastern Burope the contradictions within the bureaucracy
and its crisis, and the resistance of the working cless, students
and intellectuals, raises the questions of full trade unicn rights
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and prlitic2l freedons,; of the ond to bureaucrztic privilege and te
national cppressicn - in shert, the progra f the pulitical
revcelution enshrined in the Transitional Prograsue.

The proletarian revolution is equally concentrated in Western Europe.
The Pcrtuguese rovolution =f 1974 gnve a great inpetus to thet

process,  This revelution experiencsl o setback in Noveuber 1975, when
the prolonged oppositirn of -the (P and the SP to the fermation of &
government of workers'! parties paved the way for the ccunter-attack

~f the bourgecisie tr the deliberate provocation of the CP ond the
Carvalho wing of the MFA, supp:rted by leftists. This setbuck, from
vwhich the Portuguese working class has nnt yet recovered, made possible
the launching of an offensive agninst the werking class by the rincrity
Sccialist Party government, which has resultod in demeralisation anong
the working class. But this setback is nrt a défent, and the working
class are fighting the Sceinlist Perty ~ffensive, ns shown by the
vigrrous workers' oppositicn within the Socialist Party. In this
situcticn the Coemrunist Party hos experienced o resurgence, and is
preparing to play again the role of the main prop of bourgecis order

in Pertugel, But the struggle of the Pertuguese working class,

already buocysd up by the collapse of Franceism, end by the offensive »f
the working class of Spzin, France snd Italy, will bring it into con~
flict with the refermist and Stalinist parties, alrealy weakencd by

the events of the past three years,

In these countries the prliticnl crisis intensifies. In France the
institutions of the Bonapartist Pifth Republic are deeply shaken. In
local and Presidential c¢lections it has been shown that the government,
torn by disscnsion and shaken by scandal, has ne pandate to govern.

Yet the Communist and Socialist vorties; in their eclass ccllaborationist
policy of Populsr Unity, comtinue to keep it 'in pover 'and t¢ avoid a
Aissclution of the Netienal issembly, which would raise the question

of & Socialist Party/Cromunist 1arty ‘government.

In Italy the policy ~f Stelinism hus been ~penly shown by the Cormunist
Tarty support for the bankrupt sinerity Christian Demoorat gevernmont.

The oppesiticn of the masses to this prlicy was heralded in the wave

~f stutent strikes in January, aimcd both agninst gevernment education
pelicy and the (i support for the government, In Spain the destruction
of Francoism id being sctively prevented by the (P-deminated Demccrotic
Convention's attempts to "reform!" the Prancrist state of Juan Carlos.

In all these countries the feroulation of the Transitional ¥rogramme
remoins truz - "The Yopular Front and fascism are the two last resorts
of imperialisn. The working class throughout Burope are tos strong
to allew = fascist victery. Se the enly course opon t¢ imperialism
is the Pepular Front, midwifed by the Scviet bureaucracy. On this
class collaboraticonist policy all facticns of the Stalinist apparatus,
"EBuro-Communist" and ~therwise, are agreed. &t this stage this
pelicy ferms the greatest threat to the working class. The ropular
Frent policy takes many forms, but ite content is the defence of the
institutions of bourgeeis crder - the army officer corps in sortugal,
;he Christian Denccrat government in Ttaly, the Pifth Republic in
Tance.

In t?e cther countries ~f Burcpe the crisis is less developed. But it
continues t2 mature, In England the Social Contract is under severe
strain and the Devolution question raises the whole issue of the
institutions of the state. Belgium has just been wracked by the most
serious strike since 1963, The Dutch state has been shaken by scandal
within the monarchy itsslf, In Ireland, the open suppert of the

trade union leadership for the grvernment is only postponing the
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cffensive of the werking class, while the continusd paralysis of

inperidlist rale in the North prepercs @ prefound explesicn, which
will link the nation:l struggle of the Irish perple with the sfruggle !
of the working class in bath Ireluand and Britain for socialisn,

The sueial and politicsl rev-lutioms neet in Gexmeny. There the

great Germun proletariat, cradle ~f the world werking class mrvenent;
hns been split by imperialiso and the Krenlin buresucracy, a split
snfrreed by the presence of NATO nnd Kremlin trnops on Germen soil,

In East CGermany the main prrty of the German working class was crushed
by the roncticnary Stalinist apparntus impoassd wn them hy Soviet

tanks., But the action +f the Geroon working olass threatens this
srrangenent,  In the West the Schmidt grvernpent is crniinually
threatened by strilks action fron the working class in ~pposition fe

the ravages of inflaticn. In the Bast the Bierminn 2ffuir has
demrnstrated the weakness of the burecucracy and has raised the question
~f Gormon unity for both governments. The right of free travel for.
211 Germans in their cwn country, the rights of trade union independence
and free prlitical ass~cistion cond expression, including the crgenisat-
ion of the Sccial Demccratic Yarty in the Bast, 2s well as the orands
of the working class tco defend their living standards, raise the
question of the destruction of the imperialist/Kremlin bureaurracy )
carve=up of Burcpe in the interests ¢f bourgecis order after the war. -
Thus in any chullenge to the Berlin well the sceinl and political
reveluticn in the whele of Surcpe, the denond for a United Sccialist
States of Burcpe is raised,

“

Wational and denncratic questions challenge the pelitienl institutions
~f the beurgecisic and the bureaucracy thrrughout Eurncpe, The break-
vp of Prancoism is acc.mpanicd by the resurgence of nationalist
novenents in the Basgue and Catalan provinces. The Irish national
question threatens the whole British congtitution. The couttries of
Bastern Burcpe are cernenically plundered and prlitically oppressed by
the Sevict Union, and the question ~f prlitical independence is raised
whenover the buresucracy is challenged, Opposition to national
opnrassion is a central compenent of the prlitical revolution itself
in the Scviet Unien, in the Ukraine, ancng the Crimean Tartars, for
example.  4nd agedn in Gormany the questisn ~f national unity and
independence lies at the hunrt ~f the revolutionary process, which
Airectly challenges both dimperialism ond the bureaucracy.

Burcpe was the terrain on which world wrder was sstablished after the
war by imperinlisn apd Stalinisn. The crushing of the Buropean
proletariat which rese against Hitler and fascisn and against its own
Eourguois pasters wos carried out by the burcummeracy in the interests
of imperinlism, and supported by the bureaucracy when done by
imperialisn, This facilitated the establishment of the frentiers
which divide Burcpe and ite working class, frontiers made permanent
in the Helsinki igreement, cn the continent where the labour movenent

was bern and where the first worlers' state wos created. Any
challenge to the prlitical ingtitutions, to the frontiers thus
created, threaten the whole of world orxder. Everywhere in Europe ' i
these institutions are being challenged and threatened by the upsurge !
of the working class. The Socialist United States of Europe is the

only answer to national oppression, to the stranglehold of the bureau- :
cracy; to the domination of capital. The Socialist United States of
Eurcpe incorporates demccratic demands, the cemands of the working
clags against eapitalism, an@ the demends of the political revolution.
This demand concentratas the challonge to the counter-revolutionary
Holy dlliance where the prncess of preletarian revelution is nost )
rature - in Burope.’ i : : ) i




5. THE CRISIS OF WORKTNG CLs3S ORG:NISATIONS

The 2llinrce with imperialisnm, ernsscrated mest recently in the Helsinki
figrecment, places the Comwmmist varties in the firefront of the defoence
of bourgesis order. In cxder t¢ (loy this rele eoch Coonunist vanty
rust. deralop its poliey in clnse liniscn with its swn beurpenisie and
its policy, under pressurce of imperizlism. These policies frequently
denand secondary differences with the pilicy of the dominant eloment

in the Russian (V. But they ccour within the svernll fraseweork of
orpreition tr the proletoarinn vovelution, This is the link between all
parties of the Stelindst arnoratus, Yot thesy ifferences aggravate
crntradictimms within that burcaveracy nnd intensify its crisis. Thus
the pressure of i: ialisn hastuns » Aigintegration of the burcauwcracy
both within the Sovict Union, throwgh the growth of rostorationist
tenlenecivs; and in tho developnent of "Burce encies in the
Comzunist iarties. '

The Ci's in the workers' novemant act as agen
OQutside of this role there is n
fron this pogition cowuld only
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But the pressure of imperialis: and the internal contradictions within
the bureaucracy lead to the disintegration of the Stalinist apparetus.

Within the Scviet Unien will czur;u'tenaencies spposed to imperiolisn
e buresueracy. To defend the geins of

2 therefcore to the policies »f t
Octcher and te sppose imperislis: these tonlencics uust breok with the
bureancracy. This process will Lo profoundly affected by the course of
the class struggle itself and by the intervention of the Trotskyist
organisations, )

The cpenly counter-revolutionary role of the (T's, the puolicy of the
Eremlin, the open lissensizm betwesn the Oi's ond the Krenlin, «11 tend

to reinforce social-2derocracy inst the Krenlin., The links of social
denocracy with the politieal stitutions of enpitalisi, and with the
defence of ifs dencerntic ol ts, “rave the vorking class to it 25 a
f?cus f§r~their strugzle for power, Social Deucerncy has leng ond direct
links with inmporialisn which have moulded its apparatus as a bourgecis
g:varztus in ths workers' nevenent. This apparatus cannct he breken from
imrerialisn. The contradictions hetween this apparatus and the working
clnss ore acute, and in usny instancoe tho signs exist of the @mergencg
of tendencies in social demccrasy as well as in Stalinism which will seek
the road to o breek with the brurgenrisiz and therefore - the revolution,
4gain the interventinn of Trotskyists is orucial.

In both the case of the Stalinist burccucracy and of the social-democratic

apparatus, the main element in their crisis is the offensive of the

werking class ageinst both impericlism and the burerucracy,

In every buckwerd ccuntry the links betwuen the national hourgeoisie and

imperdalisn bmve become closer sincs the war. The limited resistance

put up by the national brurgecisie in the pre-wor period has given way to

cpen eollaberntion with imperialism, often wnder the tutelagebof

Stalinign; The asgirations of the nppressed masses for land, denocracy

ani natisnal independence aye cynicnlly sucrificed. These nasses will

nett czase to struggle. i thi 1 L ; oi ’

nationalist Organfiiiionzrzililziéivgh:mr:nfs"I getty—bﬁurgeO}s

from Smmonial; o eiiions will energ encencies seeking full independence
iy ny which can only be achieved under the leadership of the

verking closs, directed by the revoluticnaxry party. Thes°“fﬂr -

2lso be wen to the Feurth Internaticnal, ! HeRE Areees oan

gh? crlses of Stalinien, s~eial denceracy and petty brurgesis nationalisn
rought about by the offensive of the working class, which cannct be ’

1
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contoined within these crgonisati-ns, will, in the absence f brsadly-
baged organisatiims of the Frvrth Internaticnal, bring sbout the
resurgence of centrism, .Centrisn vacillates botween refcrmisn and
Morxisn in o general sense, but centrist currents are themselves
fdifferentiated. Cortain centwist currents aintained by their
leaders tn the basis of an ~pportunist conpronise between elenents of

2P
2 Marxist prograone and of 2 reformist one, as an obsbacle to building-
of o revolutionary rorty. Others represent the groping of advanced
scotionsef the working cluss the vevoluticnary progranme of
Marxisn, in the course ~f their brenk with refornisn or Stalinism.
Contrisn is ussentinlly tronsitory: i it does net g2 the whole way in
breoking with reformisn to grasy the pragrascme of the Feurth Intermat-
irnel, it will cssify and eventuzlly become an appendage to-what it
attenpted to repudiate. The intervention of Trotskyists is crucial to
the evolution of centrisn in the directicn of Harxismt through such
intervention on the basis of ddscussion,not ultimatuns, in emerging
centrist currents, new, vital forees will be wen to the Pourth
International, t- assist in its rebullding.

The gpensralised crisis of imperialism and the bureaucracy, the offens-
ive of the working class, the resultant ferment within the crgenisaticns
of the working class and petty-bourgeois naticnalism, create the
conditions vhere the Fourth Internaticnal can be built through the
erspective ¢f an Open Comforence, openm tc¢ oll tendencies on the hasis
Af "indepsndence from inperinlism and the bureaucracy, from bourgeois
nationalisn in order to carry rn in commen the struggle for the
building of a new International m new foundaticns', {Resclution of

the IB-of thc OCRFL cn the Tasks -f the Orgmising Comnittee, Dec.'76.)
The OCRFI, of ccurse, holds that this Internationzl must be the Fourth
Internationsl, and the new foumdatiosng the Transitirnal Yrogramme, but
we do not offer this as an ultinatun. &s part of the work for the

Oren Crnference; the OCRFT will hold confsrences in Latin dmerica and
Buropes to 8iscuss the preblens of Latin American and Europesn revolution.

6. THE CRISIS OF THE FOUKMH INTERNATION:L

The existeﬁcc rf the United Secretaziat claining to be the Fourth
Internatirnzl poses serisus prodlems for the OCRFI and its perspestive,

The USec has a -historicol crpanisaticnal crntinuity with the Fourth
Internaticonal and clains t~ adhere to its prograrme. The programme

mmd ~rgenisaticnal principles of the Fourth Internaticnal were vaolated
by the I'able leadership of the Intermational Secretariat in 1952/53,
causing 2 orisis in the Fourth Interanazticnal, a disperszl of its forces
and its destruction as apn active leading centre. The rowmification
without discussimm in 1973 42 not overcome these problens. The
dispersal of the forces of Trotskyism, apd the existence within the
ranks of what clainms to be the Fourth Intermaticnal of tendencies and
political positions alien tc Trotskyism remaein,

The International Commitiee, founded in 1963, was set up to oppose the
violation of the Tretekyist programme and organisetional principles

by the Pabloite leadérship of the Internaticnal Secretariat, But the
Internaticnal Committee was not the Feurth International, and proved
incppable either of promoting o full discussicon cn the problens which
led to the split rr of centralising the forces of Treotskyism, ond in
1963 a substantial secticn of the IC, lod by the SWP, split to rewnify
with the IS, forning the United Secretariant. The International
Cormittee, its scope and discuss further linited, finally dis@nteg—
rated through the splitting activity of the SLL, and the Trotskyist
foarces around it, and the orgenisations outside it whe were fighting
for the Transitional Programme regrouped in the OCRFI in 1972.

The USec continued from 1965 as an ~rganisation based on centradictioms.
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40 yenrs, its acheronee to the Transitional vrogrrme, charncterise
) Trotskyist orgonisation, The 1963 reunificatian, the copitule
te new vonmuordisw, pany adantotions to the cetty-
isie, throctoned ti Trotskyist chornctor of the SWi.

The International Committec comtinued to cisintegrate after 1972. Tho
SLL 1ost its preletarian ecre with the Thormett split of 1974, ond
+

brevelled further 2long the zoad of abandontent of the Trensitional
Yrogromme with the cessution of the fuction of en openly Tretskyist
csrgan. The nuin prop of the TC cutside Britain, Tim Wohlforth of the
‘merican Vorkers' League, snlit with Healy to rejoin the SWp, thus
repudicting twelve years of his politicnl career, including his struggle
noodnst the 1963 rewnification, The SLL sliA further from Trotskyisn

in their wvarronted assault on the SWi through their allegatims age
adndt Hansen and Wovack, thus indirectly aiding US imperizlisn ot the
time when the SWD wns exposing the CLi.

Tho foundation of the OCRFI on the hasis of ~ perspective for the
rebuilding of the Fourth Internntional through the Open Conference
proviced a framevork for the consclidstion and extension of the gains
of the IC, The OCRFI wos founded in 1972 of heterogencous elemonts,
some of which had formerly beon nssocinted with, and members of, the
IC, ond some of which had greped towards Trotskyisnm in isolation.

This poermitted the attenpted disruption of the OCRFT by Varge in 1973,
which fuilad, Through political Miscussion the CCRFT areW nore
homogencous.  Goins were made varticularly in Latin Americo with the
achesien of new vrgonisations and the strongthening and consolidation

of cxisting ones, in opposition to the vacillations of the ssctions
of the USec,

This discussion within the USac takes place within the context ef the
imminence of the proletarian revolution. Each impetus given to this
revolution - the Bolivian revolution of 1971, the rortuguese
revolution of 1974, the developnent of the political rovolution in
Eurcpe - fuels this liscussion, 411 the central ¥rogrammatic elements
of the Fourth Internmational are roised in this discussion - Topular
Frontisn, the lendershiy of the working cless in the revolution, and

its independence, the role of the Fourth International itself, and
its programme.
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7 FOR THE REBUILDING OF THi FOURTH INTERNATIONSL

> Pavourchle for the rebuilding of the
fourth Internationsl, On & gis of the current conjuncture of the
clzss struggle, of the lin! cerisis of immerdnlisn wnd'tho ?ureau—‘
cracy, cf the "iscussion thus unerated within th? working eluss and
onti-imperinlist nmovenents, ond porticularly within the ranks of those
cleirming adherence to the Fourth Inturﬂﬁtifh”lf.the OCR?I sseks the
5t possible discuss itlf?s. Slncgw}97§ we
hove sought the opening of cusgiong with the USoe, cczflmgnt'that
wo ezn contribute to the discussicn currently tcking place within the
USces that, whi tever the starting point of the ﬂiScussiog, Q}l the
issues disputoed within the Fou 1 since 1951 will be

g

.

Conditions have never hoen

hro

raised, We nete with satisfaction thot iscussion hag now hegun
in o public woy, with the discussion of Zrnest Mandel's "25 Thases on

the World Rovolutioa.

In Ireland the conditions wre hecoming favouratle for the puildigg of o
section of the OCRFI, The disintegration of petty houzrzzols nntlo?al—
isn, which has slrendy produce! the 1970 Republicnn 5;11§9 the ;RS;

and the ISy, will ;dve risz to thy further dovelgymcn? of ccntrlsf‘
currents, The Labour karty ~pparatus will comfllct_w1th that scotion
of the working class which su hlch.w111 wt?\Mrt ?o use
it to exyross politienlly ite &z tngy W1t¥ the intervention
of the Trotskyists, to = split iz :.c:ntrist.d%rpqtlonﬁ T@gwIan

split from the € is the boginning, net the end, of the crisis of
Stnlinism in Irelond.

The IWR rmst éontribﬁte to thiz discussion interﬁationz_lgn?u#é nere
immortantly, introduce inte the discussion gf nllwtho tenavn01;st§f

Ireland brecking from refermism snd nztion;llsn‘tnc elcmoytf o N 12

neef for the politienl i ~enienee of thn‘wcrklng clas; ln:\:h%tion
londership by thoe working class of thg ngtlcn;l gtruggie,qog§ng : n
o Stalinisn, the perspoetive of » United 80013}1st Stgtg_ Onh i?igp
andt the struggles to robuild the Feurth Internzt10n31: ?ffou§~ h

we nuet fight for an Open International C?nf nee of revelutionary

militonts and orgunisations anony Irisk nilitrats.

This discussion formg n central part of the work for the Open
Conference, for the rebuilding ol the Fourth Internntional, t?e
neceseity for which nrises out of the ropidly developing world prolet-
arian pevelution.

NoTIONAL 1 ERSVECTIVE

ontitled "Uolitienl Crisis of

In the docunent of car last conferenc:
the Bourgeoisic we gni

"Thoe crisis of the Irish bourgecisie is sot within the
franework of the world crisis of imperialism and the
. ¥remlin bureaucracy baosed on the world wi@c gtreng@h Qf
- the werking class and the growing contradictions within
imperialism itsclf.

"Phe crisis is expressed not only at the level of econoumic
- dislocation - dnflation und recession - but 2lsc at a
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stote institutions in
: in the

5@ lines were
ist revelution : taking jluce dn Urortugel. Deospite the
blews deliversd t° the i -rtugucse rev-lution by the Stalinists and
Sccinl Dencersts in tuen, the r-litieal orisis £ the Bum
brurgecisie and the 3telinist burcancricies emiinues t~ deoapen.
Deey crises of exist - Spain and Itnly., The institutions
of the Pronch Fifth K wder threst. The vietori-us moss

uont freving of imprisoned workers is
the crigis of the Xrenlin 1 sutelite
1 Gernany its:slf the re-cloctinr of the Schmidt
iedintely £011 wed by o grvernmental crisis znd the
cracks in the st Germon burcuiucracy w2re 131d Dare by the Blernnmm
affair. The growing supprrt for the Czech Chirtor '77 owvaiont
throupgh-ut Bestern Burcpe unlerlines the crisis of %he bureaveracios.

hut the highest expression -
hurcrucraciss. I
goveranent was

The Helsinkl agreement sct the senl on the emunter-rev-olutionsry hely
21liance bet They juintly
vxpresscd their deterninstion ¢ ntain the stutus gque in Burope, te
bent back the preletarian revoeluticn, making perminent the division

cf Burcpe ond its workine clasgs,

In Britain and Irelond the key role in buttressing stote institutions
hug been played by sveinl demoerscys This has baen focilitated by

1mjor ceononic concessiuns to Britein by the Prench nn? German bourg-
erdsies, at the behest of amerienn imporialisu. The Irish hourgecisie
hes berefitted from this, and alse fron eontinwed leans freo internations-
2l finaneinl agencics, despite the necr bunkruptey of the government,

In the decuments of the last cinference we underestinmated the ability
of the Labour Party and perticularly »f the trade union huresucrsoics
to hold back the working class, The coolition presided over four years
of unerployment, redundanciss, wage restraint and collaboration with
British imperinlisn, principally by attocking democratic rights. It

is impeortant to understand why this coslition survived. The action

of the internationsl bourgeeisic in econemically buttressing up ’
Irelond and Britain for féar of ceepening the Buropean socislist
revelution, in full ewing in Tertugal, wos o key factor. The strength
of the British and Irish werking classes forced France amd v
in particulor %o compound their cwn econcpic crisis in order to stave
off a {eeponing of the politigzl crisis of the Burcpean bourgeoisie.
This was effected in purt through the EEC, one of the nain purposes
fer which it was designed. dnother key factor was the ability of
British social denocricy and the trade wnion apparatuses $o persuade
md threaten the working cluss inte sccepting sacrifices. This had
dircet effects in Irelund through the constraints Placed on British
baged unions, nerth and south, and indirectly through the lowering
of the expectations of the 26~ccunty workers. The lack of o mass
revolutionary tendency in the woerking class novements of Britain and
Ireland and the role of the Stalinists in supporting the union
apparatus deprived the working cluss of a weapoen taoresist. In add-

. 3 - : b .
1t10n§ the 26 county working class, being mostly young and heving no
cxperience of susta by

ined all-cut resistance by the state to industrial
pressure and no experience nf fighting in conditions of econonic
recession, went through 2 period of hesitency and searching for new
netheds of struggle., Nrw the verking class, having learncd by
experience that wage restraint and unemployment are not temporary,

8 ) i 3
?;g;:bbzzi?n leaders promised; are beginning to wage o determined

Gernany ¢
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We are sering the initial ste of w wove of strikes, This determdn-
ation will be fuclled by the struggle of the British and six-county
working cliss cgainst the Soeial Comtract, slreaty begun. In these
conditions the cealition, cveon if it hed beon re-elected, cruld not
hove long survived. During pericd of industrisl peace new‘layerg
~f working clses nilitoants B e invelved in union branches ono
this is giving # new cfge to the growing prossure of the working
clnss cn the trade unicn arperatuscs,

Stalinisn
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t agninst the wmein lsbrur bureeucracies,
clzgs oppositicn inte closs collaborat-
Frontist sclutioms. The Krenlin

-1z in pinimising the disloontion of
oosing a world wide ban the supply

In Britain an? Ireland, Stalinism, having but-

seeeniary but crucial role in the interests
oni

its influcnce in the trad
cracy it disrupts the ©
ontinuslly Alverting werkd
imist paths, prefiguring i
bureaucrncy h2s i
the British ant Irish st
of nrme to the Irovisio

While the IR: canpeipn shows ne way forward for the working class, the

wilitary struggle, drawing on the suppoTt of thg ga@holic“ghc?tFGS,

has contributed to the political crises nf ?b= British and Ir;?n o
bourgecisie and their states.  Their %ﬂlellty to stony ogt‘t“u.cJanlgn
~ilitarily and the pressurc the coian exerts on the Brltish nr@ib
has led tr Aiffsrences amomg the ruling class sbout hev to Afﬂl with
tho situation. The IRé is nevertheless ameng the yorst-a;mgm‘q .
morille nevencnts in the world, hecmuss 0? the 301§t opp0s1t1u:1;

iw erialism, the Krenlin 1 intecd the Chinese bureu&crafy tf gb't' .
strugrle for o unitod Irelnn They all fug; tpat a defent ﬁuf ﬂr1 is
immeriolisn in Ireland mnd the blows 60 caplvallsm‘ln Ireli?chn;w)n“
Britain that it would entail wenld deepen the pr@ces? O?htJulgurbeuu
seeinligt revelution which thrc?tegs to put an end to the rule o
capitalisn and the buresucrucy in Murcpe.

o

In the six counties, where gocinl dencernoy is particulmrlz wegk%aq o
n CEI" %néé—in—b with the leadership o0 T;?thern bﬂﬁ?l? CEN
zgz ICTév';inys n crucial rt}e in pr;teﬁting Egrtltlg tﬁgdréitglsh

mule, Through the "Bebter Life for #11" canpaign %n: ¢ ;C pace |
movenent, they openly defen; ?rltlshazrgzgiuiﬁg atTigi pﬁéticuzorly

mass digcontuent inte suppert for o ne ont. Tk crticulerly
cppose sugzestivl o pLovement towards o united Ireland irn practice.
ﬁﬁigi%1;n¥hz§“f§;§1§§ogiea a pove tovards an 21l Irelond campalgn

in the uwnimms asgninst unenploynent.

Tn a1l faotions of the nationalist m>vement they &t?u t to w?n
militonts to the politics of cless collaborntion and seek to‘oloog
tho ﬂ;vclopmcnt of centrist currents searching for o revolutionary
road. .

The "plit—nw;y Furo-Stelinists of the Irish Marxist Society vigo?ously
atyocate conlition with existing oap%talis? parties, aglyet fz?riﬁi

o opular front. They act as the right wing of the Lisd son ‘
E:bgiguLgft subuort the wage restraint policies of the 1o 13&@urs,
q;ﬂ "ttemptytn Tink up with the ex-Laoour elements of the §DL1.1n
;ugpgrt of .the British government's policiss of power-sharing in the
north. ’

e i i mitted nlinism nnd having its own
e icinl Sinn Fein, committed t? Stalir ‘ its
T?ckOfiith the Kremlin: end inocrcasingly with the Euro—Stwligligiionist
iln thvcd f“r to the right. They espouse the crudest pro-par

ave noved fo y th

policy together with support for continued membership of the EEC.
L)
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in the madn trads uni . Opim Advisicns cxist in th
the ITAGWU =ed the WUI. The rosurgence of inustrisd
will strengthen the loft bureusuerais ond the troic
will incrensingly have to prosent a left face, s
closs collabeoration.

nay
union Londership
ng new fores of

Despite the relotive guicecenc: of the workdn: class over the lost
four years, the insfitutions of class cclluboraticn hove ‘.)-:-:M ;W”:ace«“»
m’er increzsing strs The Tnployor-Labour Cenlersnce i.a';.-ngra !
ly innde i L oview of both governsent an? union
leaders. Recently it en shown to he incj-re sinnly drreloevont
b_y the determninn wilding vorkers he puid 'E’.’l\':ir inr-::.'h':.se':
uvhave the to of the Huatim : agreenont.  The YWi 1tscif ié
couing under inerceooing pro Y oven the unien le ’:r< fi¥fedelol
that o now Wa of the some type as the lnst ic imprssible. T?;e Labour
o b 2 the conciliation ¢ artitraticn systemg in the pubiic
irl-gliszﬂc—r S g \T\yrsv recormendations and non-recormondnt-
through which the bureouerncice nzintain industrial peace. In the
nerth, the ¥orthern ICTU lendurs were foveed 1 .\-Jll.th:‘.r-;.w ‘."r"r= ‘H’wk
Worthern Developuent Oruneil due to the inability Nf 'fh«., lmvernng\ t
nake sdeguite concessicns in the prevention of re"-\m'“”-%n' 6 o ‘_:1
cployment.  In tho sout! | a5 “on the aovem,
the FUE, ths IR 2 i

the NESC to continue producing ~oresd reports,
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" Crisis of Imverialisi

Tha ; alysis of the crisie of inperialist rule in Iroland pregented in
R - y A An 4 g 1 3 [ o ) ’
1.1,\1‘ ost ccv‘f?renco. locuments retaing wll its validity todny mnd has
)e\?? supperted by events. The strensth of the British - 12 Trie -
ecn st 1 , Tth he ] 2
wirking class is the key clement in fhnt orisis. This 1
:izl;?ss:.xhle for British dnporinlisn to res~lve the c;isi;
Toree in the 214 coloninl frghion, It is pREY Y ' r
to Loyold “enands for o ; At ) ‘
‘\rr\v'.giii.szhe nrl.;l}.;sli.?-..r @ I‘(.-‘St\'.'rﬁ‘tlc,“ ef Oronze rule, for fear of
;'Lt:”-tirw th r"cw;ni‘willwa‘ii,‘rkll;f’{ cliss of the whole island and precip-
ating the downfa ol the Z6-county strte whioh ie ir
continuntion of imperiali inati Tho Tate of the seseng
moof alist Ytenination. The fate t
ot o Fper 8 4bion. w fate of the recent
“fytvyll:tsjg n:;;rlke bevrs Fhu.s “ut and shows as well that larse sections
l, nlL ;r., estont working elags arc not yrepared to suIJpO;t n
cyalist coup. Weiths i itad untarily ' e
ﬂrg’nnmne;;u:m gilghprjm.il “Bmt{un veluntarily withdraw, bLoczuse no
ATTANON et ke foeund which would not quickl se1f] )
i en be four culd r quickly lead to the
Suc}f:ta/?;ﬁﬂof‘ f»4p1t-~1;3'l; stote institutions in the whole island.
rob 2 withdrawal weuld Geal a further blew to the :
cornerstoe of the British ste g , o aomirs pund oo
i neo o of thv o sh 5 vv.’r-sf ant. exacerbate contrifuzal tendencies
L e ; e + Hence Britain is sceking some arranceme t
similoer tc the power-sharin ] ive i mai i rbition
the Bebioy e be ; txecutive which naintains partition
Y 1 prosence ond the 26-county statc. In this, under.
“ v ) o N

fifferent guises and i . 4
< gulses and differences notwithsteonding, it has the support

hy nakes
33101 for them to accede

of all the main capitalist parties in the island; as well as the

labour burcauecrseics, T
3 ) f he key excoptions to
o the oanpacracie -y ¥ exceptions to this are the fraguente

Thelr moss support is based on the

the government -

continuntion ond Teinfomeement of the nnstoe aysten, without which, .
they believe, a united Ireland cannot be prevented, The UWC stwike
demonstrated the lensths to which they were prepared to go to prevent
pover-sharing. While the British government is prepared to deal
stern blowe to the Loyalists, as it ¢id in the recent UAC strike,
they are not preparcd to decisively axtirpate Loyalism, as this
would destroy all coste-based parties and undermine the nain mase
opposition to a united Ireland. Only nass apvion, led by she
working class, can do this, and a victory for such a nobilisation
would moke a partitionist solution impossible. The Official Uniondst
Tarty are prepared slowly to exert pressure on the British government
to restore some of their patronage through the restoration of key
functions to local government, but such concessions would further
undermine the position of the SDLY apong the Catholic masses.

Continued direct rule, and the absence of parlismentary politics, is
undermining the position of the SDLV and the attendant military
repression is becoming more and nore provocative to the Catholic
masscs. Resistance is agein growing after a pericd of relative
quiescences, The return of a Tory governnent under its present
leadership would intensify the militery repression and pose a
threat to the collaberationist policy of the Dublin govermment.

The Trotestant Working Class

History has made the whole Irish working class backward politically,
but the Protestant working class in the North - with the failure of
the 1798 bouxgecis revolution - has never fully escaped fron the
most nalignant form of backwerdness: support for the colonial powexr
and its monavchy. The British zdninistration, and after 1t the
Stormont gevermnent, naintained and reinforced this by a system of
ceste privileges. Gains made by the British working class after

the war, the introduction of large foreign nmonopoly firms in the

50s and 60s, the yundown of traditional Northern industry and the
concessions which the British governnent was forced to make to the
Catholic masses ore tending to erode this position. This is providing,
on the one hand, significant mass support for extreme right-vwing
gengs (the UD4 and UVF) and, on the other hand, teken Ytogether with
the econonic crisis (pay restraint, unemployment, cuts) is giving
rigse to increased political and tradeumion activity among the
DProtestant workers. The massive voies for the Unionist politicans
and the refusal of Protestant workers to break from the ICTU, despite
the pronptings of extrene Loyaliste ant the rump NILP, expresses the
contradiction in the position of the I'rotestant working class. The
significont development of new trades councils, uniting Catholic
an? Frotestant workers, and all affiliated to the ICTU, sometinmes
to neet the need for defenoce against assassinations, and the
emergence Of the Labour and Trade Union Co-Ordinating Committee 1o
consider the gquestion of political representation of the Nor‘Fhem
working class, are Very positive developments. It will zequire a
severe dislocation of the gtrangl ¢rold of the labour bureancracles
in Britain and Ireland to bring those contradictions to a head.

The attacks on the Protestant working class and their-organ%s?.t:}ons
by the Loyalists during the recent putsch will deepen the divisions
among the zrotestant working class. -The gtruggle of the Protestant |
workers themselves, reinforced by the offensive of the British and
26-county workers, will further strain the loyalty of the Protestant
workers to the Unionist parties and create more favourable
conditions for the struggle for an all-Ireland Lobour varty.
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Orisis of the Southern Bourgeoisie

In an attempt to make possible some form of pertitionist powsresharing
solution, the Southern bourgeoisie are atteupting to wodify their form
of rule. On the one hend they have, through the Coalition government,
introduced many repressive laws to be used agzinst Republicans immediately
and later against the shole working class. On the other hand,  they seek
to bring about constitutional changes to eliminate any claim to & wnited
Ireland and free their hends in order to bring in even more repressive
neasures against Republicans, thus making inter-state cooperation more
acoceptable to the Unionist parties, Fartly for the same reasen and also
because of internal mass pressure in the South on guestions such as the
right yo contraception, divorce, abortion, milti-denominational or
secular schools, some sections of the Southern bourgeoisie are prepared
to put & greater distance between the 26-county atate and the Catholic
church, These questions are provoking a crisis in the two main bourgeois
parties, end could at any time provoke a governmental crisis as church/
state integration is a cornerstone of the 26-county state.

The extent of state repression against Republicans and open collaboration
with Britain which involved modification of the Southern state (CLJ Bill
and Bmergency Fowers -“act), together with proposals to drop the claim to
8 united Ireland fron the Constitution has already proveked a festering
constitutional crisis, involving divisions between parliavent, the

judiciery and the presidency, resulting in the resigmation of Fresident
O'Dalaigh,

The basis of the hold of the capitalist Fianna Fail party on half the
working class and the majority of the smgll farmers is its alleged commit-
ment to 8 united Ireland, They believe that this commitment, however
dishonoured, mst be retained in order to prevent the emergence of a
streng independent workers' party, which would pose a threat to the fragile
26-county state. In addition, seotions of the judiciary believe that

the introduction of such severe repressive laws and large scale police
thuggery at this time will undermine respect for state institutions

among the wasses, making theame institutions less effective against

the working class, This explains the restriction placed on the most

recent repressive measures by the judiciary and their reference to the
Supreme Court by the FPianme Fail president, O'Dalaigh. Anger over this

by the majority of Fine Gael and the Q'Brien wing of the labour Party

led to O'Delaigh's resignation. Mass pressure on the government itself

forced them to go abead with the Strasbourg case against Britain, thus
straining dnglo~Irish relations.,

Fianna Feil is the only single party throggh which the bourgeoisie can
rule alone, Already the mobilisation of the masses on the national

question when they were in office before led to a split (the "Arms Crisis")
Deepkgifferﬁpces 8till exist within the party, centring on the national
qeesiion.

; he direect links which it forged with monopoly capitalism
while In power, combined with the explosiveness of present social and
r}ational.contradictions, prevented it from using the old populism when
in opposition, In addition, the wejority Lynchﬁcolley wing is highly
compromised on the national question. Church/State relatichs will

cause further divisions within the party. The Bleney faofion and

the Haughey faction are biding their time, These contradictions have
been heightened by the election victory of Fismna Fail,

b

2%

Nationalist Movement

osion of the petit bourgeois layers of the populat'%on, t},xe‘ )
?Eirzzsed specific geight of iie working g:las?, and f:he mposm::.:é:.ty
of solving the national question on o cz'zpltal%st basis hos crza eo N
deep divisions within the petty beurgecis nationalist movement. Unly
the renctionary positions of the Labour and trade ?nion bureuucri.zles
on national end democratic guestions maintains the:‘.r_supggr-t at its
present level, particularly in the North. ’L'he'Offlc:tal Sima Fe:{L;n
hove becone o parbitionist novement. The growlng‘oflens:,ve of Illi
mosses ond the revolutionary implications of a writed ]rel'uﬂi’: wi L
couse further splits onong the i‘rovisional‘s? \:JhOf? lew»e:sn:fvliav:
time ond agoin shown their fear of mass mc 15%193}1, -.ci‘e;:\.,,xb ' N
instend, exemplary guerilla activity and hvn s:;':l.&es. ) ncric.smg ¥
petty bourgeois movements have to choo§e betwesn the workm‘agtc ass
and the bourgeoisie. This will give rise to further cent:(clus N
currents (such as the split from the IRSL) on the one hand, a.? .
greater conpromise on the nationzl guestion a}ong tk}e l:mes‘o e
Dail Ulndh proposal on the part of the mos? ?J.ght wing fact?.o?s, even
perhaps leading to participation in a partition gcvemr!gr::o] n_ei‘f tio
British auspices. The petty bourgeois layers of the Trist pgp‘u :uren
are still large by European stondards and, despite the age siruc
of the smzll farmers, cannot be ignored. )

Beononic Crigis

inor icns made by

espi short-tern mincr upturns due to oconocess ; - o
]g:ng;z:naﬁid Europe;zz capitolism to the British and Ir:;}slh boi?%?c;:iles,
£ i “isi i i feeding the politi

onomic crisis will continue to Jdeepeny 0l

ZSESE:. Indeed the minor upturn predicted for the J_:evst of this yeir
cen only strengthen the wages offensive <_Jf : t}lle wc_arlang glags. Rea.
unemployment will continue to grow. . CapltallSL‘ﬁ in crisis zst .
ir;cépable of providing a future for youth. This will lead to "
padicalisation in the neighbourhoods, the schools %dt;;lho ngivelzi'i: ;Z;,

; icalisation ¢ e 608, y

i ill rmch deeper than the radlc.,llsu‘ c
?.?glcjﬁ;lbeggotally wrong to say, as do the Wilitant tendency, that

" the working class offensive on wWages and jobs will submerge the

i izl & ture of the country and
i westion. Indeed, the colonial struc
g:ﬁii:i})nqare a nmajor obsto,,cle to the developmgnt of the economy and
ﬁzhe creation of jabs. Whon bourgeols rlemocx_:atlc ’f:asks renain o 1.)e
conpleted, it is inevitable that new explosions will ocour, centring
on the national question.

R igl 111 further strain
nic and political crisis in Burope wi f eT :
E‘Siaiggﬁg between the EEC partners, each_put’cmg 1ts'n;.?1ona];11n:erests
piret, The masses, in the struﬁletfoagt%oggcazirﬁzfj;egn Iﬁi»li?{éns
i i ne into conflict wi t es. !
lnazzzlggﬂ&gilingolrelmd will inevitabl'Ly be :anre?s:mgly strained,
?‘\elrther feeding o mobilisation on the national question.

s in the Unions and the Labour rarty

Develoment.

" i workine class, linked to the offensive
'.Fhe g?z".'?ﬁg ﬁﬁnfx:zecggfgz i’cs.elfdto wages and unemployment algne%
o Br%lilaiso be expressed in a sharpened fight for.demog:ratlc rights,
o tion 1 uwnity, perscmal liberties and against clerical m@e;i:erenoe.
na?lcn?‘ll wl&cé the forms of the state rule of thg li)ouz:geo:_.su,. ;
Tm:hw;-r\d éou'bh under increceing strain. The'cns:\s in the mas
I‘Eyg\?rgeoi‘s partif,as will be o key factor in opening tlfxe wey for o.d .
struggle for the politionl independence of the working class an

211-Trelond Lobour Ferty.

i i : forces in the
he Coclition =nd the changing balonce of
s Lol ofl.ng:ethe bureaucracy tmst inevitably push the Pnbourtlfartyf
:n).:x;lse! %ﬁt even if this means defection 4o the bourgeois parties O
o ’ -




some of its present leadors., Nevertheless, the period immediately
ofter the foll of the Coalition will be o period of great dongexr
for militants, with the right wing leaders attenpting desperately to
hold back the tide of opposition to conlitionism.

In the unions, the growing participation by young militants and rank
ond file members in meetings will continue end expand as the fight
agrinst wage restraint builds up.

In Britain, the blews dealt by the miners to Heath have led to tho
emergence in the Tory party of o leadership whose policics in the
immedinte sense are out of line with the strategy of the big monopolies.
If, due to the right-wing policiss of the Labour government, it

proves impossible to avert the early coming to power of o Thatcher-led
governnent, the political crisis in Britain end Ireland may be further
compounded. 4n aggressive military policy in the six counties could
further undermine the basis of the colloborationist policy of the
26-county government and the explesion of major class battles in
Britain could further turn the scales against the British and Irish
labour and trade union apparatuses, which are interlinked.

vopular Front

The fall of the Coalition end the crisis in the capitalist porties
will lead to a period of parliamentary instability. But in the
contoxt of the level the political crisis has reached in Europe and
given the frogility of the 26-county state, such 2 period must be
short-lived. The bourgeoisie will te forced to depend directly on
the lobour apparatuses to maintain the capltalist stote, this time
not in the form of a right wing coalition, but in the form of a
popular front or & left coalition. But the bourgecisie and the
Stalinist ond labour apparatuses will be very reluctant to attenpt a
popular frentist solution, as they are in Italy today.

Ir Irish conditions, o populor frontist solution must have at its
«.:entre the maintenance of partition in whetever form. In the North
it weuld require some form of power-sharing arrengenment involving '
the leadership of the trade unioms, including the Stalinists, =nd of
at least a faction of the Provos. The Loyalists would have 1’;0 be
severely crushed to make it possible. But one particulor problem
for the bourgeoisie in Irish conditions is the absence of a significant
nass base for Stalinism. Stalinism alwnys acts as the moin hatchet-
mon for the popular front aguinst the working cless, using its links
with the October Revolution mnd illusions among the masses about

its contimued devotion to overthrowing capitalism. In Irish circum-
stan'ces, the popular front, a deally danger to the working class, has
p:}rtlculu.r dengers for the bourgecisie. The labour apparatuses ’
wlichou\.t the services of & mass Btalinist party, moy be unable tc,7
na.:ufxtmn it against the working class. For this reason, other
voriants of bourgeois rule with & populist flavour may emerge prior
11:<.> & populer front. Even though the working c¢lass can severely
dislocate the bureaucracies - a revolutionery explosion without &
revglu.tionary party - these bureaucracies can and will re-establish
their hegenony unless the Fourth Intermational is rebuilt..
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OUR TASKS

The 1975 Conforence of the IWR marked a comsolidation of the cadre,
voming from & long strugple to maintain and develop political positions
arrived at over yesrs of practical work. The period up the Ihe 1975
Conference was marked hy protracted and often bitter political debate
within the crgenisation on o mumber of crucisl points. This peried

of internal debate was ended at the cost of soms members. The task
of the 1975 Conference was one both of clarifying a political
perspective and also initiating o building programne.

fs a2 result of an examination of the history of the IWR, which is rich
in cxperience of the underlying problems of revolutionary leadership
in Ireland and which is the central pin of the struggle for Trotskylsn,
2 najor tactical turm was undertaken. 4 careful study wos made of
Trotsky's writings, fron the period vhen the Trotskyist forces vere
enell groupings, and when the problem of influencing greet events

in the closs struggle was on the agenda. The IMR, accepting the
formulation of the OCRFI that the proletarien revolution has conmenced
in Burope, believes this is precisely our task. We have drown lessons
from the Trotsky writings of the 1934-35 period and from discussions
within the OCR¥I. In porticular we pay attention to the remarks of
Trotsky that,

", revolutionary orgenisation does not mean a paper and its
readers. One cen write and read revolubionaxy articles day
in and day out ond still remain in reality outside of :bhe )
revolutionary movement. One con give the labour organisabions
good advice ~ fron the sidelines. That is something. But
that still does not meke a revelutionary organisation."

In making a tactical turn towards the mass orgenisations of the
working class in Irelond the IWR in no way renounces its political
programme or its traditions. 4Again, as Troteky said,

v,..We have nothing to renounce. We merely aduit honestly
that our organisation is too weak o establish for itself o

practical independent role in the struggles thet are looming
ohead of us."

The IWR believes that a deep-geing procesd of politiesl d:}scussion and
polorisation, under the pressure of the cZ_Lass struggle, will tgke .
place in the trade unicns and the Labour Farty, thg only organisation
shle to call itself a party of the working masses in Ireland.

igagr i i the Militant

Wo disagree fundamentelly with the persl.':oc’clve of : )
tendency, which is to transform the soclitl demooragy'lnzocxé. rixerglutlon-
: i i 3 as such 1s unter-

ary force. The socinl democratic apparatus o s O enm closs

i throurrEh and throuEh. The polor
ﬁ;g?:;gﬁaiggcgiace wiian the ronks of the social democracy
i 2 al i d, of the
leads not to the transformation of base metal 1nto.go} ' k
ati t only to a split in the olass
2nd Internctional to tho Fourth, bu y Pticular ok o A

strumzle forces in a leftward direction. T}}e porbioy _
Ofrgggcmstances whigh produces the split, and the glzidigdigrgsﬁwaumcaet
ic basis of the organisations which result ere not decide .

on developments in the masa novenent

ide I
The THR does not 5tend astde 4 atus and enable the heightening

which intensify the crisis of the appar
of political discussion.
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0f equal importance to the work of the IWR eince 1975 has been the
tronsformation of the crgnn of the Lesgue from o monthly paper to & bi-
monthly theoreticael mapgezine. The post-1971 work of the League had
centred on the effort of producing a menthly newspaper and an inter-
vention in the rank and file struggle agninst the National Woge
Agreements and in various od hoc campaigns, like the Shop Stewards’
Committee. In the early 1970s this milieu was not inconsiderable.

The perspective that this current could grow over into o centrist
dovelopment large enough to bypass a struggle within the reformist

" Lebour Porty led to the involvement of supporters of the IWR in the
Socialist Labour Alliance. The rapid collapse of the SLi and the
equally rapid demisce of the Dublin Shop Stewards' Cormittec as a real
force proved in proctice the wenkness of the "centrist alternative
perspective and shoved invarsely the continuing inportance of the
Lobour Tarty to develepments in the workers' movement.

By the end of 1974 the orgenisational work of the IWR had suffered
badly. The Shop Stewards' Cemmittee, whose importance was in reality
as the enbryo of an episodic campaign against Wage 4 reements, and not
as a new pole in the working class, passed into oblivion, remaining
only as a glimmer in the heads of leftists. After the election of the
Coalition government and as the crisis in the North found no solution,
the working class, in all 32 ccunties, turned away from 2d hoc
groupings. The very scope of the problems it faces have tended to
instill a sense of caution. 4£11 the problems posed the need for a
workers! government but no way towards this, on the secasle of the whole
class, was irmediately available,

Illusions in parliementary methods are difficult to find in the North,
where the road to o workers' govermment is not seen in terms of o turm
to the Irish Labour vYarty. The levels of consciousness, orgonisational
expression and necessary immediate demands of the working class, are
conditioned and affected by Partition. The ending of kartition is

the central task of o workers' government, yet the existence of the
border has dislocated the life of the working class on all levels and
renders the struggle for 2 unified workers' movement necessary as

the first step towards a workers' government. Without a revolutionary
miclevs, capable of raising the cell for o unified nass novement,
¥orth and South of the border girultaneously, the unions fall into the

hands of I'rotestant reaction in the North and prey to the pro-imperialism
of such as Cruise 0'Brien in the South.

.{ss the new period of pressing unemployment, inflation and intensificat-
ion of labour unfolded, the working class awoke to the changing

.conditiong but slowly. Without an influential revolutionary analysis
its consciousness has lagzed behind events; yet this lag ie not

without its limits, The 'quiet period' is now at an cnd. 4 rollin,
str:}ke wave, expressing the pent-up feelings of months of Suppressq
anxiety over wages, conditions ond redundancy, is clearly unfolding.
The.zse strikes are gome‘bimes official, often not. The unicn leaders,
prior to the election, attempted to stifle the wave. With the advent
of F}a.rma Fail to office and the evidence of massive unrest over the
'Social Contract' in Britain, they are now hedging on the future of
Wege Agreements. 45 yet no mejor strike, challenging the etate
mechanisns, has occurred, but things are sliding inexorably in that
diregtion. & period of ‘working through' the relations between the
working class and its orgenisations is taking place.

The Trovisionals have been in continuous orisis since Operation'
Motornan some tinme ago. They have entered o period of progrermatic
uncertainty produced by their clear incbility to force the British out
of the North. They have been into and out of & ceasefire to little
effect and their military tactics become ever more anarchistic., This
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igd i be prolenged by the crisis of leadership within the.
:zi-lscizgwfiiss itgelf. g;o c{her altemat?ve to the petty.bourgems
cotivism of the Irovisicnals exists outside of ? revcluttﬁrolirgf
working class, able %o Sury?,es‘exemp}cry terror' os & ne't o e
struggle, able to offer a programme 1ncorpora1.:1ng the wél yit e
nation. This fundanental development I:H:ls't walt on even ']S.’tionary
not depend on the propagandn or journolisa of snall revolu

groups.
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a reaffirmation of the potential Tor en orgenised left in the Lobour
Porty. Despite having no clear perspective, no elaborated platform,
the personiges of Browne and Merrigan, seen as oppositionists to

the bankrupt coalition apparatus, act as o focus for the left. The
clection hes thrown both the Irish Marxist Sceiety and the Militant
into the arms of the buremucratic apparatus and dnto position as its
left cover.

000000000000

The nagazine of the IWR will contimme to appear at two-monthly
intervals, dealing with basic problens of the class struggle an a
theoretical level. Over the pest year it has voiced the only serious
oppositicn to the eccnomic positions of the various shades of Irish
Stalinism and the main platform of support for political freedom in
Eastern Burope. .
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The IWR will wndertske & programme of theoretical vork over the next
year along the fellowing liness

' The relation between the workers' movement and the struggle
agoinst inperialisim.

B, How to pose the question of a workers' government in a divided
country.

C. The toctics of the fight for a Constituent Assembly.

We will publish, in pamphlet form, an analysis of the past ten years
of class struggle, work on which is already wnder wey.

We will distribute the discussions between the OCRFL and the USFI

on the provlems of the Fourth International, among those seeking to
be revolutionaries,

We will exomine the historical experience of Trotskyists in working
within sceizl denocracy.

Politically, ocur work in the coming period will centre on the following
demands:

End partition, for a 32 county Constituent Assemblyl

British out of the 6 counties!

Againet repression - for democretio rights!

hgainst a conlition approach by the Labour I'arty - forward to
the workers! governnent!

Down with wage agreements!

For a 32 county Labour Tarty!

Defend jobs, nationalise threatened industries!

For trade union control of economic planningl
We do not see this as an abstract ' shopping list', any one or moxe
of these demands could become the focus of the actual course of

class.stmggle ot a given moment, and the emphasis within the 6§
counties is always on removing British rule.

The most irmediately pressing issue, which concentrates thé strugale
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for demcerntin rights nst irpericlisn, ond roiscs the question
of politicol dnd r ths werking class, is the fight sgainst

ronression.
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