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IRISH REPUBLIC
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

(RISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God and of the dead generations
feom which she receives her old tradition of natioahood, Ireland, through us, summons
ber children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having organised 'and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary
organisation, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military
organisations, the Irish Volunweers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently
perfected her discipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal
itself, she now seizes that moment, and. supported by her exiled children in America
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own strength, she
strikes in full confidence of victory.

We declare the rightof the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to
the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible.  The long
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Signed on Behalf of the Provisional Government,
THOMAS J. CLARKE,
SEAN Mac DIARMADA, THOMAS MacDONAGE,
P. H. PEARBSE, - EAMONN CBANNT.‘
JAMES CONNOLLY.. JOSEPH PLUNKETT.
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LABOUR'S

Historic Role

The Labour Movement played a prominent role in the struggle for
Irish Independence. The establishment of the ITGWU and
subsequently, the Labour Party in 1912, by Connolly and Larkin

provided the necessary Irish organisation for Labour in the country
at that time.

® The great Lock Out of 1913 was the major confrontation between Irish
native capitalism and the emerging Labour Movement.

® The harsh treatment of the workers evoked much support from
progressive and liberal quarters in the country. The workers, who were
asserting, by peaceful, means, their rights to organise for decent working
conditions, were brutally attacked by the police, at the instigation of the
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document.

@ Three years later, after the Sinn Fein landslide, which Labour had assisted
by not contesting the 'single seat, first past the post’, 1918 general
election, the organisers of the first Dail asked Tom johnson, the Labour
Leader to write the Democratic Programme. Its radical and socialist ;
principles re-echo the language of Connolly’s Proclamation. It was »'i“
unanimously endorsed in the Round Room of the Mansion House in
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The Leader of the Irish Labour Par
Tom Johnson and a senior Iri
Transport Union Labour Party colleag
Cathal O’Shannon attended !
international Labour and Socia
Congress in Berne, Switzerland
February 1919.

They were recognised as an independe
socialist delegation, separate £z
the British Labour delegation.

Cathal O’Shannon addressed the Congress and demand
self-determination for the Irish -people and ¢
recognition, by the Paris Peace Conference, of the
Republican Declaration of Independence at Easter Week.
He pointed out that this had been confirmed by the
people at the December 1918 general election.

oth Johnson and O’Shannon, as representatives of
Ireland, were elected to the Permanent Commission which
the Congress established to implement its decisions.
They drafted a memorandum on the ‘Irish situation’ for
the Congress delegation to the Paris Peace Conference.
This aroused considerable interest and was quoted
extensively in continental newspapers.

Copies of the Democratic Programme which had been
endorsed at the opening session of the first Dail, were
brought to Berne by the Irish delegates and circulated
widely. The Sinn Fein leadership, at the time, had
requested the Irish Labour Movement to use its contacts
and influence internationally to promote the objective
of Irish independence..

Cathal O’Shannon and Thomas
Johnson, Labour's first
Representatives on the Labour
Court established in 1946.

The Labour Court is now located
in Tom Johnson House,
Haddington Road, Dublin 4.

The Labour History Museum is
located beside Tom Johnson
House
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Berne 1919

Dail Eireann - Volume 1 - 2-1 January, 1919
DEMOCRATIC PROGRAMME.

We declare in the words of the Irish Republican Prodamation the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and
to the unfettered control of Irish destinies to be indefeasible, and in the language of our first President. Padraig Mac Phiarais, we
declare that the Nation's sovereignty extends not only to all men and women of the Nation, but to all its material possessions,
the Nation's soil and all its resources, all the wealth and all the wealth-producing processes within the Nation, and with him we
reaffirm that all right to private property must be subordinated to the public right and welfare.

We declare that we desire our country to be ruled in accordance with the principles of Liberty, Equality, and Justice for all, which
alone can secure permanence of Government in the willing adhesion of the people.

We affirm the duty of every man and woman to give allegiance and service to the Commonwealth, and declare it is the duty of
the Nation to assure that every citizen shall have opportunity to spend [23] his or her strength and faculties in the service of the
people. Inreturn for willing service, we, in the name of the Republic, declare the right of every citizen to an adequate share of the
produce of the Nation's labour.

It shall be the first duty of the Government of the Republic to make provision for the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of
the children, to secure that no child shall suffer hunger or cold from lack of food, clothing, or shelter, but that all shall be provided
with the means and facilities requisite for their proper education and training as Citizens of a Free and Gaelic Ireland.

The Irish Republic fully realises the necessity of abolishing the present odious, degrading and foreign Poor Law System,
substituting therefor a sympathetic native scheme for the care of the Nation's aged and infirm, who shall no¢ be regarded as a
burden, but rather entitled to the Nation's gratitude and consideration. Likewise it shall be the duty of the Republic to take such
measures as will safeguard the health of the people and ensure the physical as well as the moral well-being of the Nation.

It shall be our duty to promote the development of the Nation's resources, to increase the productivity of its soil, to exploit its
mineral deposits, peat bogs, and fisheries, its waterways and harbours, in the interests and for the benefit of the Irish people.

It shall be the duty of the Republic to adopt all measures necessary for the recreation and invigoration of our Industries,
and to ensure their being developed on the most beneficial and progressive co-operative and industrial lines. With
the adoption of an extensive Irish Consular Service, trade with for_eign Nations shall be revived on terms of
mutual advantage and goodwill, and while undertaking the organisation of the Nation's trade, import and
export, it shall be the duty of the Republic to prevent the shipment from Ireland of food and other
necessaries until the wants of the Irish people are fully satisfied and the future provided for.

It shall also devolve upon the National Government to seek Co-Operation of the i
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Governments of other countries in determining a standard of Social and Industrial — R
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