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Conor Tannam

The annual Youth Contt .
Party held on November .‘jl‘d and 4th t:t ct |
ed a new National Youth t-:mu.‘:ut.lwmlN\ ) tol
the year 20006 2007, Tlm Executive ‘m*‘u .
unpaid officers 0f L abour Youth with respan
sibility for specific areas of the organ
and are accountable to the membership
through the Labour Youth Council.

rence of the Labour

sation,

23-year old Patrick Nulty from Dublin WWest
(pictured top right) was elected Llhgpp[):ﬁﬂd
to the position of Labour Youth Chair. |
Patrick is working on @ PHD in University
College Dublin on "Early School Leaving and
nequality" and has been an active party
member since 2003.

His role encompasses leadership and coor-
dination of Labour Youth on a national level,
as well as acting as the spokesperson in the
media and Labour Youth's representative on
the National Executive Council of the overall

Labour Party.

Meanwhile, in an election race reminiscent
of many past battles between the colleges,
Enda Duffy from the UCD Branch was suc-
cessful in his campaign for Recruitment
fficer, defeating Gary Honer of Trinity
College 38-11 in the vote at Conference.
Enda's campaign aims to recruit more
members in more colleges and make
Labour Youth more visible in the public eye

by setting up stalls at shopping centres and
N city centres.
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Editor of Left Trnbune as well as having over
all responsibility for the website and mes

sage boards,

Andrew Payne from Terenure in Dublin
(Education and Development Officer); coordi-
nating the Tom Johnson Summer School
training events and policy development;

- Dawvid Morris from Kilkenny (Equality

Officer), a new position on the Executive,

David's role concentrates on ensuring equal

rights for groups traditionally marginalised

by politics such as migrant workers, asylum- ‘
seekers, those who are disabled, women

and those In the LGBT community.
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Youth Conference votes for 10 Point Plan for Gout

Jane Horgan Jones

University College Dublin was host to the
2006 Labour Youth conference this
November, which saw activists from around
the country travel to attend the two-day
event. In addition to the election of a new
executive and working groups focused on

“Youth Conference unanimously
affirmed 1ts support for non-vio-
lent direct action as a legitimate
tactic in campaigns”

particular campaigns, almost 50 motions
submitted by individual branches were hotly
debated on the conference floor. Those that
were passed will now form the basis of
Labour Youth's activity in the coming year,
and aim to build on the successes achieved

over the past 12 months.

The mandates established at Conference set
the tone for another active, campaigning
year in the organisation. Featured among the
national iIssues discussed were the bin tax,
child poverty, same sex marriage, Shell to
Sea, and the pro-choice campaign, while
international affairs included motions on
Cuba, Belarus, and the upcoming leadership
election in the British Labour Party. Crucially,
Youth Conference also unanimously affirmed
ts support for non-violent direct action as a
legitimate tactic in these campaigns and oth-
ers that the organisation has been involved In

over the past year.

Policy development was also key to the tasks
set for the organisation in the coming 12
months, with Conference mandating the
incoming Education and Development Officer
to oversee the drawing up of comprehensive
policy documents on drugs, youth support
structures, rural development strategy and
educational grants among others.

With the general election looming however,
party issues and electoral strategy proved a
particularly topical issue among delegates.
Internal party democracy was a common
theme, with much debate centring on how
best to ensure that Labour Youth policy is
transferred to the policies of the main party,
and that our priorities are included in the
Labour Party manifesto for the upcoming
general election. The "Seize the Power" initia-
tive was encapsulated in the motion pro-
posed by last year's National Youth Executive,
which outlined ten key areas for the incoming

general election and to encourage transfers

officers and activists around the country to
against the government while canvassing.

campaign on for inclusion in both the mani-

festo and in any possible programme for gov-
ernment. These priorities were drawn from  All the campaigns and initiatives mandated

all aspects of Labour Youth policy, and includ- by delegates at Youth Conference will now
ed U.S. military landing in Shannon, the aboli- get under way as soon as possible, with early
tion of all college fees, and the introduction of .dates set for working groups Iin which every
legislation guaranteeing the right of workers Labour Youth member is encouraged to par-

to union recognition in the workplace. ticipate. Through its active involvement in
both national and international campaigns,

Labour Youth looks set to build on its reputa-
tion as the most active youth wing party In
Ireland over the coming year.

Seize the Power

Conference called on Labour in

Government to:
1. Remove the US Military from Shannon

“Labour Youth will be campaign-
Ing to ensure that the Labour

Party in government will mean a
return to the basic values upon
which the party is founded”

Over the coming months in the run-up to the
election, Labour Youth will be campaigning to
ensure that the Labour Party in government
will mean a return to the basic values upon
which the party is founded, and that these
values are represented In a manifesto for
government which sets out a real left-wing
alternative to the right wing parties, both
those in government and those in opposition.

2. Stop Privatisation of our Public Services

3. Introduce Free GP Care for all

4. Introduce same sex marriage and adap-
tion rights regardless of sexual orientation

O. Legislate for the X Case and hold refer-
endum for safe, free & legal abortion in
Ireland

The current pre-election pact with Fine Gael

also came under fire from delegates during

the course of the Conference. The large-
scale opposition that exists in LY for the

arrangement was shown clearly with the
resounding approval received by Dublin
South West Labour Youth's motion on elec-
tion literature. The motion called explicitly for
members not to participate in the distribu-
tion of material that called for a transfer to
the Fine Gael party, and clearly reaffirmed
Labour Youth's preferred independent elec-
toral strategy as outlined in last year's policy
document "Towards an Alternative Politics".
The policy also encourages all activists to
campaign solely for the Labour Party in the

b. Introduce legislation to give workers the
right to union recognition

/. Abolish all full and part time college fees

8. Remove religious ownership and control
from educational institutions

J. End public funding for private schools

10. Increase social housing and repeal Part
2 of the Planning & Development Act 2002




sacking of Dunnes employe; ‘
Labour Youth held protests in Dublin Clty,

ork and here in Crumlin against the unfair
dismissal of Joanne Delaney from the large
supermarket chain. She was sacked for
earing a union badge, but re-instated after

massive public pressure. Joanne received an i -
award from LY in November for her commit- 88 et -
ment to trade union rights. iy

Inaugural Connally Festival

In light of the 90th anniversary of the death
of Labour founder James Connolly Labour
Youth held a weekend of debate and discus-
sion in the Teacher’s Club. Topics included
Same Sex Marriage, Pro Choice Activism,
Boycott Killer Coke, US Military Out of
Shannon and Shell to Sea. Pictured are
Tracey Ryan (left) of the Rossport Solidarity
Camp and a Killer Coke working group (right).

Al YER

Anti-War Activity Continues
Labour Youth activists across Ireland have
continued to protest against the ongoing

Labour Youth play their part as
Shell to Sea Campaign is upped

invasion of Iraq by the so-called coalition of AS Shell moved in for work in the Bellanabe
the willing in a year where over 3 quarter of refinery site in October, local people called
a million US troops used Ireland as a or solidarity. Labour Youth activists
stopover for the slaughter of thousands. responded by attending and organising pick
There Were also protests against Israeli ets of Shell stations, travelling to Erris
:ggressmn n Lebanpn anq Palﬁestine. This (where many members were attacked b
822122?;;?0’1 was In Dublin City Centre in lolent Gardai) and organising this picket of

Flanna Fail's head office in November.
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Hossport 5 Given Kemm y Award E | P o0y
Lj’ presented the Jim Kemmy Award to 4 | 4 “L—_ —J
incent McGrath on behalf of the Rossport 5 | . o 2 F 1'# e
; Ly WD | s i g B el e
at the Tom Johnson summer school I | - R 4

Kilkenny. The school also focussed on new

ays of organising workers, rioting and the
ballot box and industrial relations. Pictured
are Peadar Kirby (DCU), Neil Ward (LY Vice

nair) and Maggie oynane (Global Womens

trike) during a session on the rise of the
Kleft in Latin America.

) @ o ,
%V tow NOWEMBE
yo—s, \ Coke Boycott hits Croker |

A., Labour Youth have continued their leadfng

role in the Boycott Coke campaign by b e

to organise a leafleting session at the Coke

sponsored “International Rules” SEries &

Croke Park this November. LY activists We'™

. : . icde HHE
also involved in a banner drop inside
ground.

|
1
i —— el e e e T

Trini

Anothe
ship he
ful and
paign

largely
mount
the le
Laboul
side tf

There
like-mi

Gal

The n
been
paign.
West
since
turn ¢
dous
the st
the p

We
Prote
local

UucC

The
outs
sour
new

thos

In th
ted ¢
nam
nam
and

Wit
cat
rec



The Left Tribune 1

Trinity College / David Thornley Branch (http:/ /trinitylabour.bebo.com J

centrepiece of our action plan for World Aids
Day.

hard-won boycott of Coke products, It
appears that once more we shall have to put
our case to the students, but, after two victo-
ries for workers' solidarity, we will do so with
confidence. Continuing the international
theme, we operated a stand on Global White
Band Day so as to renew support for the
Make Poverty History initiative,

Another significant increase in our member
ship has set Trinity Labour up for a success
ful and Influential year, The Shell to Sea cam
paign 18 taking root in the college, owing
largely to our support, of the regular protests
mounted by the established UCD group, and
the leading role we played in the recent
Labour Youth demonstration mounted out-
side the offices of Fianna Fail,

An open round-table discussion on the future
of Seanad Eireann with candidates from the
college will no doubt generate important
debate on the issue, and we can we add to
these with our yearly Dail tour, the Living
Wage Campaign with Clir. Eric Byrne, and
Same-Sex Marriage. The year has only just

begun!

However, the rest of the academic year
promises even more. A handprint petition to
the South African government will form the

‘ [here has been promising engagement with
like-minded societies over the defence of our

Galway Mayo IT/ Caitlin Maude Branch (http.//www.gmitlabour.tk]

rades in the NUI Galway / Noél Browne
Branch of Labour Youth for the re-election of

Labour Party President Michael D Higgins in
the Galway West constituency.

Carl Fox [(Vice-Chair}

succeeded in blocking the convoy of jeeps
and trucks for around a half an hour until we
were violently removed from the road by
(Gardai armed with truncheons.

e main campaign of the year so far has
been our activities in the Shell to Sea cam-
paign. We have taken part in the picket of the
Westside Shell petrol station every Friday
since the beginning of October., The good
turn out In recent weeks has had a tremen-
dous effect on the amount of people using
the station, with customers refusing to cross
the picket line.

Finally, GMIT were the recipients of an award
at Labour Youth Conference for Best Branch
Campaign of the year for our "Give us
Shelter” campaign. Special credit to Fintan
Hastings and CianEgan for their work in
achieving a bus shelter for GMIT students at

the main campus in Galway.
Eoghan Fox (Chair)

On the 7th of October we had a high turnout
for the first in our series of film screenings
this year in GMIT, entitled "Visit Palestine”, a
documentary telling the story of Irishwoman
Caoimhe Butterly who lived and worked with
We also attended the National Day of the besieged Palestinian people.
Protest on November 10th called by the
local people of Bellanaboy. That morning we GMIT Labour are also working with com-

UCD / Pat Upton-Michael O’'Riordan Branch (http:.//ucdlabour.bebo.com])

UCD Labour has been at the forefront of the
UCD Shell To Sea campaign, the most active
campaign in any college in Ireland. Protests
have been staged at a Shell garage in
Donnybrook that has had considerable sup-
port among the student body.

The UCD branch has been active since the Donnelly erected is currently under way.

outset of term. Freshers’ Week was 3
source of great excitement and the guality of
new recruits to the branch has impressed
those of us who've been around for years!

It is hoped that the branch will galvanise its
members in the run up to the general elec-
tion and that new members will gain invalu-
able inexperience on the doorsteps of the
electorate in an attempt to maximise the

In the light of the recent death of a commit-

ted socialist the branch has incorporated the
name Michael O'Riordan into our official
name, His dedication to the plight of workers
and fighting injustice remains an inspiration.

4 !r&

Members of the University College Cork / Jim Kemmy Branch

A talk on Cuba was held hosted by (Gary
Murphy of the Cuban Solidarity Campaign to
highlight the injustice of trade embargos on
that country. A new drive to get a statue to
the Spanish Civil War veteran Charlie

i
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Labour vote.

Conor Tannam [Committee Member)
To include your own branch or constituen-

cy news in future issues of Left Tribune,

Jjust email lycommunications@|abour.ie

Members of Dublin South-West Labour Youth on a 4,00n
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march organised by Labour to save the National Children’s
Hospital in Tallaght. The Govt wants to cynically move services 2
hours away to the Mater - in the Taoiseach’s own constituency!

with Party Leader Pat Rabbitte TD & Cork South-Central election
candidate Clir Ciaran Lynch at a recent meeting. The branch
recently organised a successful petition opposing nuclear power.
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The controversy surrounding the Corrib gas
field in Mayo is one that has caught the atten-
tion of many people, of all political persua-
sions and none, over the past six years.
However, the complexities of the issues at
hand are often so vast that discovering the
facts proves difficult, especially when faced

with the mass of spin and propaganda com-

ing from both the government and the corpo-
rations involved. Amidst the protests,
enquiries, claims and counter-claims has
emerged a campaign that is now a pivotal
focus for the left in Ireland today.

THE GREAT GAs GIVEAWAY
The struggle to ensure that Irish citizens

receive some benefit from the exploitation of

Irish natural resources is a key focus of the
Shell to Sea campaign. Due to new fiscal and

licensing conditions for the oil and gas indus-

tries, introduced in 1987 during the tenure
of Ray Burke as Minister for Energy, the Irish
taxpayer will receive no royalties from the
Corrib gas find.

In addition, 100% of development costs can
be written off against tax. What this means

In practice, is that due to the involvement of

Statoil as a junior partner, the citizens of
Norway will acrue more financial benefits

from Irish gas than the Irish citizens them-
selves.

Contrary to claims made by both Shell and
the government, the gas garnered from
Corrib might not even be utilised by Irish citi-
zens, and falls far short of meeting our ener-
gy needs. Under E.U. law, Shell are obliged to
sell the gas at or above market price to the
highest bidder, negating any argument that
the lack of royalties from the gas field will be

offset by the benefits in energy availability
that it may bring.
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ne Rossport 5, jailed for 30 da
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nt controversy, Minister
| [oF
Dempsey has recently issued mMore expes
| |
~ation licenses to Ol and gas compan

(including Shell), underlining clf.sar‘lly thaftf tr;:s
government 1S ntent on auctioning off the

people’s resources to the giant multination-
als of the industry.

Nespite the currre

SAFETY g
The starting point for the nationwide Shell to

Sea campaign was the concerns of local res-
dents about the safety of the pmpose_d
pipeline and plans to build it through their
lands. and these issues remain at the heart

of the campaign today.

n an independent report by the Centre for
Dublic Inquiry, details were given of a pipeline
rupture in Carlsbad, New Mexico in August
2000. The pipeline at Carlsbad exploded as
the result of aggressive internal corrosion,
which the CPl warned could pose a similar
danger to residents in North West Mayo.
Twelve people, camping approximately 206
metres from the ruptured pipe were killed as
a result of the blast and exposure to thermal
radiation.

The proposed Corrib pipeline runs within 70
metres of dwellings in Rossport. Minister
Dempsey, however, has repeatedly stated
that he feels a distance of 3 metres to be
'safe”. This is despite the fact that the
pipeline in Mayo has the potential to operate
at a higher pressure level than the New
Mexican example, and that Shell have to date
failed to make any undertakings that this

level of pressure will not be reached during
its operations.

Similarly, the location of the on-shore pro-
cessing plant at Bellanaboy, the focus of
"ecent protests, gives the local community

-ﬂf:f]im.: [fr*om eft) Wincenp®
tured: Br‘&ndan =8 1bin

restricted In their terms of pefg
looking at the location of the refine
only independent inquiry that axa
aspect of the dispute concluded
ments by Shell and the government,

‘understated the risks of the onghgp, ch(:

posal” in light of concerns aboyt the POSsib
ity of a pipeline rupture. 2

eNCE from,
"y Site, The
Mined thjg
that State.

SHELL'S TRACK RECORD

The Corrib gas controversy has been Charac.
terised by repeated assurances from Shell
officials that the pipeline is “failsafe” and that,
the local residents should have no cayse for
worry. But given Shell's safety and reliability
record worldwide, it is far from Surprising
that this has not convinced the residents of
Rossport.

The multinational company has been syp.
stantially fined over the years, and was
recently ordered to pay €110 million by the
E.U. due to “persistent and ongoing infringe-
ments In this market, despite repeated warn-
ings and failure to co-operate with the inquiry
on this matter".

In addition, the Nigerian Congress have
ordered Shell to pay compensation for the
destruction wreaked by the company in the
exploitation of the Niger Delta, and the BBC
in England recently reported that the compa-
ny had “ignored warnings” that their Brent
Bravo platform was unsafe prior to the

deaths on that platform of two Scottish work-
ers.

It is clear that Shell's record is far from desir-
able, without even having to mention environ-
mental disasters such as the oil spill in the
Philippines for which they were responsible. It
s fair to assume that if the residents living
Close to that development had inquired as to
their safety, they would have received assur-
ances disturbingly similar to those the
Rossport residents are receiving today.

The Shell to Seas campaign IS undoubtedly
one which deals with many complex ?nd
important issues, some of which are detailed
above. However, perhaps what is most clear
from this campaign is the extent to which qur
government has become intertwined with
the vested interests of big business, and how
the might of both establishments have €O
spired to crush any campaign t0 o
these unhappy truths.

Clearly, those who proclaim to be on the left

must continue their support for t
paign, not only for the people of ROSSP
for all the people of Ireland.
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in Ireland, we like to think that we live in a
democratic society. We also like to think that
our politicians and our police force are
accountable, that the government looks after
the best interests of the people, and that the
right to peaceful protest is upheld.

These maxims, while easy on the ear and
often heard falling shrilly from the lips of the
current government, no longer ring true for
the people of Erris in north-west Mayo.

The recent scenes in the media of protestors

at the Bellanaboy refinery site being literally

beaten off the road by members of An Garda

Siochdna have unequivocally shown that

Rossport is @a community under siege from
three formidable forces; the government, the

media, and multinational corporations drunk

on their own power and greed.

What is particularly disturbing, however, is

that all three seem to be interminably linked,
aiding and abetting each other at every turn,

and all in the name of oppressing a coura-
geous and inspiring small community that
has protested, undaunted, against these

forces for the past six years.

CommuniTy AcTioN

Contrary to the impression one might
receive from some accounts, pickets of the
refinery site have been going on for consid-
erably longer than the mainstream media
has chosen to spend reporting them. The
local community has maintained a constant
presence at the gates of the refinery for the
Past 16 months, and have consistently
employed peaceful direct action to prevent
Shell from forcing a dangerous and experi-
mental pipeline through their lands.

1.‘,

3 : . .
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However, while the tactics have not changed,

the response of the state and of the Gardai
has escalated to an extent that has shocked
both the community of Rossport and the
Irish people at large.

GArDA COMPLICITY

Numbers of Gardai in Erris have skyrocketed
in recent months, with close to 200 mem-
bers of the force now permanently stationed
in Erris at an exponentially increasing cost to
the taxpayer. However, despite the substan-
tial Gardai presence and shrieking, unfound-
ed allegations of illegality and violence in the
media, not a single person protesting at the
refinery site in Bellenaboy has been charged
with any crime.

The State has instead chosen to turn a blind
eye to a situation where rather than being
arrested, charged and given the chance to
defend themselves against such spurious
allegations in a court of law, protestors are
systematically physically assaulted in order
to deter them from challenging Shell and the
government's authority. Comparisons to
Nigeria, where the government executed
nine objectors at the behest of Shell, are nei-

ther hysterical nor unsuitable.

"Shell's Cops”, as they have become known,
regularly engage in activities designed to
break both the campaign and the spirit of
local people. Protestors have been informed
that no further complaints will be taken at
Belmullet Garda Station concerning police
violence, and public roads are regularly
closed to all those not employed by Shell.

Peaceful marches are banned without rea-
son or prior warning, indicating a worrying
attack on our civil liberties. Consistent filming
of protestors, even when just sitting beside
the road, further assists the Gardai in main-
taining an ominous sense of intimidation and

harassment.

Mass MepiA MISINFORMATION
The war waged by the government and Shell

The Left Tribune b

on the community of Erris has also been
fought in other areas, not least in by a com-
nlicit majority in the mainstream media.
Reports citing anonymous SOUrces and
making grand but baseless claims about the
campaign being hijacked by Sinn Fein have
become characteristic of many newspaper
reports, even when these publications

unashamedly carry full-page colour adver-
tisements for Shell at the same time.

Suggestive phrases such as "It has emerged
that." are regularly used in order to give
weight to allegations that in reality have no
basis other than the writer's own rather
clear agenda. Even RTE think it prudent to
broadcast footage of Gardai beating locals
off the road while glibly refusing to pass any
comment on those scenes, preferring
instead to report on "violent” protests Iin a
manner that implies fault on both sides.

The factors weighed against the Shell to Sea
campaign are astounding; a government with
a huge vested interest in ensuring that the
deal with Shell is not re-examined, a multina-
tional corporation that has attempted and
succeeded in waging war against communi-
ties all over the world, and a media that gen-
erally refuses to report the truth when it is
placed in front of them. Considering these
obstacles, the achievements of the Rossport
people thus far are all the more astonishing.

Shell's disgraceful track record and their
exploitation of local communities are firmly
on the public agenda, with countless solidari-

ty actions being staged around the world in
support of the campaign.

However, while the progress of the Shell to
Sea campaign is emblematic of the strength
that can be found in community struggle, the
resistance they have encountered along the
way is similarly symptomatic of the extent to
which this government has forgotten that
their responsibilities are to the people of

Ireland, and not to the shareholders of Royal
Dutch Shell.
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Undoubtedly Labour's least fruitful area, only one TD = Michae D Higgins i "
stituencies. Labour will run ane-candidate strategies in all nine constituencies, with @ I:lllll )@
Baxter and Harry Barrett seeking to add to Labour's western contingent in Leinstel HOUE

Donegal North East

No of seats. 3 - Currently 2 FF, 1 “Independent. Fianna Fail” ‘
No current Labour TD, Candidate: Siobhan MclLaughlin
Siobhan McLaughlin, a highly respected Travellers' rights
activist, will stand for the first time in this FF-dominated con.
stituency, seeking Labour's first victory in Donegal since 1927

Donegal South West

No of seats: 3 - Currently 2 FF, 1 FG,

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Seamus Rodgers

Seamus Rodgers, who was first elected to Donegal County Council in 1960, 1s a
retired trade union official and a former Chairperson of Donegal County Board. He
first stood for the Dail in 1961 and has always garnered a highly respectable vote
for the left through Official Sinn Fein, the Workers' Party, Democratic Left and now
the Labour Party in what is generally considered a conservative stronghold.

Cavan-Monaghan

No of seats: & - Currently 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 SF, 1 Ceann Combhairle

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Clir Des Cullen

Cavan Town Councillor Des Cullen, a 37 year old teacher is Labour's standard bearer
n a constituency which will only elect 4 TD's due to the sitting Ceann Comhairle Hory
O'Hanlon being automatically re-elected. A former Labour Youth National Chair [1993)
Ues 1s the current Deputy Mayor of Cavan Town and is heavily involved with the ASTI

Sligo - North Leitrim

New constituency, formerly Sligo-Leitrim (South Leitrim is now with Roscommon)
No of seats in old constituency: 4 - 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 IND. Reduced to 3 seats for 2007,
No current Labour TD. Candidate: Clir Jim McGarry

Clir Jim MecGarry is the Labour Party candidate in this constituency. A former Fine
Gael local rep, he is based in Sligo town and is one of 3 Labour reps on Sligo County
iCDUﬂCﬂ. Labour last won a seat here in 1992 through current C‘llf‘_Deolar? Bree.

Mayo

No of seats: b - Currently 2 FF, 2 FG, 1 IND

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Harry Barrett

o Labour currently hold just one seat on Mayo Co Co and it has been 80
years since Labour won a seat in Mayo with the then party leader,
Thomas J O'Connell. However, the recent revival in membership in Mayo
will rally around first-time candidate Harry Barrett, a 39-year old teacher W .

-  — e e

originally from Erris, and a vocal supporter of the Rossport 5. Roscommon - South Leitrim

New constituency, formerly Longford-Roscommon
[Longford is now with Westmeath])

No of seats in old constituency: 4 - 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 PD.
Reduced to 3 seats for 2007,

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Hugh Baxter
Hughie Baxter stood as Labour's candidate for Ireland
North West in the 2004 European elections and Is 8
respect member of Labour's National Executive Council
and is particularly involved in international affairs.

Dt S R i —— . e —. o

Galway West

No of seats: 5 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 PD
Furrent TD and candidate: Michael D Higgins TD
Labour Party President and Foreign Affairs spokesper-
son Michael D, one of the great stalwarts of the Irish
left, is seeking re-election. Labour’s only TD west of the
Shannon, he has held a seat here since 1987, having
first won a seat in 1981 and first stood in 1969
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Clare

No of seats: 4 - Currently 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 IND

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Clir Pascal Fitzgerald
Pascal Fitzgerald is a Gouncillor on Clare County Council for
the Killaloe election, standing and winning for the first time in
the 2004 locals. Labour last won a seat here in 1992 with
Moosajee Bhamjee, a historic feat Pascal willl look to emulate

No of seats: 4 - Currently 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 IND
No current Labour TD. Candidate: Clir Colm Keaveny |
Colm Keaveney, a former President of the Union of Students in
Ireland and a SIPTLY official, is a Labour councillor on Galway
County Council Based in Tuam, Colm stood in the 1997 Gener al
Election, achieving a respectable 8%, but will need to improve o

this to be elected this time round. NGRS =

ot g s e i ey By
S——— T M. SR T ey o S S T a M &




The Left Tribune

Dublin West

No of seats: 3 - Currently 1 LAB, 1 FF, 1 SP
Current TD and candidate: Joan Burton TD
With just 3 seats on offer Dublin West is one of the most

competitive constituencies in the country. Labour Finance
spokesperson Joan Burton will hope to repeat her success
of 2002 in retaining her seat in this strongly working-class
constituency which has a burgeoning influx of new residents.
Dublin Nort = e

No of seats: 3 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF

urrent TD and candidate: Roisin Shortall TD

Including major urban areas such as Finglas, Ballymun,
Santry and Whitehall, Dublin NW is another tough 3-seater. S
Roisin Shortall, Labour’s Transport spokesperson, will seek 4 S
to retain the seat she first won in 1992. ‘ 0

Dublin North East

No of seats: 3 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF

Ccandidate: Tommy Broughan TD
Labour’s spokesperson on Communications, Marine and Natural

Resources, Tommy Broughan is respected as a hard constituency

worker as well as a national campaigner an issues such as fisheries,
communications and Shell to Sea. He will work to see off a strong chal-
lenge from FG and SF to retain his seat in another competitive race.

% D_bl'n North Central

No of seats: 3 - Reduced from 4 - currently 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 IND

No current Labour TD. Candidate: Senator Derek McDowell

The reduction of Dublin NC from 4 seats to 3 seats makes for an even harder
challenge for current Senator and former TD Derek McDowell. The former

X |stronghold of Charles Haughey continues to have a strong FF presence but the
48-year old Labour candidate born and bred in Donnycarney will fight hara.

\Dubﬁn Central

No of seats: 4 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF, 1 IND

Candidate: Joe Costello TD

Viewed as the most competitive constituency in the country, Dublin
No of seats: Currently 3 - 1 FF, 1 PD, 1 GP. Central will see Labour’s Defence spokesperson Joe Costello seek to
Increased to 4 seats for 2007/. retain his seat against other political heavyweights such as Bertie
No current Labour TD. Candidate: Senator Joanna NAhern, Tony Gregory, Mary Lou McDonald & Patricia McKenna. Joe has
Tuffy built a base here for many years and was elected in 1992 & 2002.

Dublin North

No of seats: 4 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF, 1 GP

current TD: Sean Ryan TD (retiring). Candidate: Brendan Ryan

Gean Ryan's retirement as a 1D sees his brather Brendan represent

| gbour's hopes in 8 constituency which has been hit hard by the privati-
sgtion of Aer Lingus. Based in Skerries, Brendan will hope to keep the

family in the Dail and has hit the ground running with a strong campaign.

The last local elections
saw Labour view for sta-
tus as the biggest party in
the capital, and it enjoys
the status of the largest
party on all 4 local coun-
cils. There are eleven con-
stituencies in total, with
nine sitting TD's. Labour

B, ill be vying for a second

[ 8 seat in at least 3 con-

£ stituenciles.

"ound the
€ 1SNt one
[j {'}f'f/\:-; ,tf

) election
|I

Senator Joanna Tuffy, a former \DUbﬁﬂ South East

Labour Youth activist, won her AR

selection convention on the draw- |8 N'o'of seats: 4 - Currently 1 LAB, 1 FF, 1 PD, 1 GP

ing of lats but is in a strong place E-an-t?_l-Fiate: Ruairi Quinn TD

to gain a Labour seat in this rela- F?gam was the leader of the Labour Party from 19397-2002 and
l B itenoy has bqi!t: a base In this area since he first stood for election here

_ in 1973. He is currently Labour’s spokesperson on Trade,
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) ‘ ublin South Enterprise and Employment and a former Finance Minister.

ILJD Of seats: 5 - Currently 2 FF, 1 FG, 1 PD, 1 GP Yublin South Central
NO Current | SN
Labour TD. Candidates: Clir Aidan Culhane, Clir Alex White | | &0 i & Currently 1 LAB, 2FF, 1 FG, 1 SF

aricl In a seat formerly held by John Horgan and Eithne Fitzgerald, Labour ~urrent TD and candidate: Mary Upton TD. Also, Ciir Eric B
suprisingly lost out last time around. This time Dundrum-based L r came desperatel clos;y t0 Z seats h EI;OC;.IS 4oy
uncil C?Unc;ﬂor Aidan Culhane and Rathfarnham-based Clir Alex White will be i | eft 7€D = yB , o et
| g to regain the Labour seat here - and maybe even add a second. Dsmocratfc ; B o0 Citon Labour
: i i=pkespersan on Agriculture & Food, is seeking re-election here in a seat
- _ Dun Lao ghaire | fr:_:;::_ nerly held by her bmther Pat. A second seat is a real possibility here.
| Grnf S€ats: o - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF, 1 PD, 1 GP ; Dublin South West

| br‘ent 1D and candidate: Eamon Gilmore TD. Also, Clir Qisin Quinn 5 No of seats: 4 - Currently 1 LAB, 2 FF, 1 SF
nts In | our will be hapmg to add a second Dail seat in Dun Laoghaire GUI"‘T‘E‘.I‘!t TD and candidate: Pat Rabbitte TD
ay . the addition of Dublin City Councillor Oisin Quinn, a nephew of demnafb/ a stronghold for the left, Dublin SW elected 2
::enemlF air, to the ticket. Earmon Gilmore, Labour’s Environment and _ %&m‘ TDs & a Democratic Left candidate in 1992, the
rove on% b ~§th Government spokesperson, is one of the most respected TD's| | ter the current Labour Leader, Pat Rabbitte, This time
; | [Gae Da;f and a former candidate for Party Leader. -- he sole Labour candidate and hopes to top the poll.




I’HITII
9  The Left Tribune Lo RES

& ¥
Fr'

. P

.

ye

M‘m on how Labour can Imk to the Shell to Sea campaign and
' Mt?;haél Dawtt [right) in reclaiming the ground it has

+\ th an eve on the upcoming genenal elex rruth 19 that the large rarming clags 18 thriv
Lo bh el Y e N : "@Centi\ g el onomically. The alliance 18 Wlll‘l\lil“ well
:'L'”E TO0Ok @ ¢ \'{:\ ,E‘h";? farmera at 12 for the major farming INterasts, and extends
jocations across t Y ¢ alate June  bevond landownera and into what |8 called
and ear Julv of thie ve: Gna them which  the “agribusiness sector”. Anyone who stud

ed the outcome of the Beef Tribunal wil
recall the extent to which the political estab

hose surveved indicated they lishment in general - and Flanna | ail in partic

"1‘“' 5'.:'I-‘ i:-‘ ::? LY - e LA TLLT S LN EAY .

’ ¥ L] ‘i‘!
wWould vote Hne Gael while 34. /7Y Laid the) ular - are in thrall to the dominant business
would support Fianna Fail. 2.2% intend voting  interests in Ingh agriculture,
for the PDs, 0.7% pledged support for _
?I‘!GEDFWC}@?"&“{E. and Sinn Fain gamered U.2vc However, there still remains Lthe }‘Illl.tllll,llﬂ for

Hnallv. U% of the vouna farmenrs surveved ) l‘ﬂ-.;illk]nlllt!lﬂ. of Insh }Il}“l.ll‘:t; n rural com
olan on bicking the L DOX munities. Small farmers and ordinary work-
ers in agriculture do not share the same
For those of us coming from a small farming  interests as the large farmers or the doml
background, it comes as no surpnse that big  nant business interasts in the sactor. of the lowest wages being paid out to work-
farmers would support the conservative con ers,
sensus from which they benefit. Similarly,. Two examples immediately spring to mind -
small larmers tragditionally pledg :-‘-u_,t*por‘t 0 the extent to which large farmers benefit Legislation on profit sharing, similar to that
the conservatives, with Fanna Fail consis- from EU grants, and the increasing pressure  which was flagged before sinking without,
-.U-ef‘ll“;h; emerging as the Main benelactor. ven QI Wayes and conditions for workers in both trace during the recent pamngpship nGthiﬁl"
wWith this in mind, Labour's dismal showing the red & white meat sectors. Why should  tions. would boost wages in the meat sector
COMES 85 8@ SUNDNSE. In the 2any davs of the l'm‘gt,‘! farmenrs benefit dispr‘opor‘tionately N that, have dpgpped compar‘atively N recent
party, farm labourers and their families had the distribution of EU grants, as is now the vears. The repeal of anti-union laws and new
tormed the backbone of the Labour vote, case? Such grants should be cut off once rights to take part N trade union act,ivity
while numerous 1Us have also L-Im‘iitmrmlly farm income reaches a certain level and re- would also boost the position of workers In
represented farmers in the past. Uan Spring  distributed to boost incomes for smaller the sector. The pamphlet "Bertie's Bill"

(father of k) was always very strongly sup- farmers. (Workers Party, 1990), produced by Pat

ported by farmers in North Kerry. Rabbitte and Eamon Gilmore, provides a use-
A similarly radical programme is required if  fy| template in this regard.

While we must take into account that the there is to be a genuinely supportive relation-

methodology of any poll has a DIg impact on  ship between Labour and those wor‘king IN Pephaps above all others, the Campaign by
the outcome, these results are nevertheless the agricultural sector. A specific Labour the rural Hosspor‘t Cgmmunity against Shell's
very bad news for the Labou Pam The poor iInspectorate should be set up to counter the dangepgus p|ans for their Community offers
poll performance of Labour outside of Dublin  exploitation of workers on farms and in other an opportunity for the left to expose the cor-
and the other major urban centers indicates areas of the food sector. This would be an rupt relationship between big business and

worryingly low levels of support from ordinary ~ appropriate response to a number of the civil war parties that continue to domi-
L‘?E’fﬁplt_ tﬁf'Df"k'ﬁg N the agr‘tua?tm‘al sector. Instances of severe exploitation that have nate Irish pU“tiCS. The She” to Sea Campaign

emerged recently, both in private farms and  deserves our ful support. It offers scope not
The Question thus anses - what IS to be done In other areas of the food sector such as the Dn|y to defeat Shells unsafe and environmen-

about the relatonship between Labour and mushroom farms. tally unsound plans, but also to point to an

A BTy ¢ . : 5
rure!l communiies The a*“ai’we between the' | alternative vision for rural Ireland that puts
IBT“QE" T'af"ﬁ'l‘ﬁa class ana the F‘Ddge & Rﬂdge Trade unions have expDSBd examples of the welfare of the genera| Community over

of Insh politics - Fanna Fail & Fine Gael - is  widespread exploitation in both red and white private profit for a few.
ikely to be maintained into the future. meat factories. In a similar way to the retail

sector, the meat industry is increasingly
Questions of class are rarely raised when dominated by a handful of large interests,

farming is disc din Insh politics, but the  where massive profits are matched by some

Such a vision, incorporating a progamme to
benefit small farmers and engage with ordi-
nary workers in the agricultural sector,
ot —— would require bravery and courage to be

| g articulated. But what better time than now,
the year when the work of land agitator and

champion of ordinary rural workers, Michael
Davitt, is being celebrated?

B e e ———

The monumental work of Davitt with regard
to Irish tenant farmers and farm labourers in
the late 19th century should | Inspire us today,
as we face up to the task of building up sup-
port for ideas that collide with the interests
of the powerful and the wealthy.
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Globalisation M
an end to the Welfare St

n the first of @ senes linking the thearetical questions of modern socialism practical issues, Labour

The Left Tribune 10

vouth Ohair Patrick Nulty examines the debate around globalisation and its impact on state services.

| entral questions within contem
Ne of the CC WU ]

: 3y ﬁuht.n“;if debate at present I8 the
‘10["[ _ ' .. | t

L ot of globalisation on our Sot ety
Npal o

= y 18 both vnm"vmnnll\ and empir

Globalsatiol
iy gpderstood in direrant wWays Howevenr
oan Yoy !

ecent years the impact of globalsation on
N TeLE1 e y=rii =

rhe welfare atate has been used as a justin
| ¥

ation for welfare retrenchment across
v

Europe.
puUNtNES where Labour or anciahst move

In ¢

men
nealth, education or housing provision, glob-

sation IS NOw baing employed in the debate
ound acquiescence to market torces. In

rs have gained hard won social secunity,

3

a
fact, globalisation IS In tsS very assence an

deological justihhcation for neodiberal eco

NOMICS.

Contemporary debate on the future of the
welfare state is often based around cntiques
from neoliberalism regarding the nature &
sustainability of State Welfare. The ongins of
neoliberal cnitiques of the weltare state are
found the work of economists Milton
Friedman & Friedrich Hayek, whose book The
Road to Serfdom' argues that the Weltare
State leads to totaltananism

This perspective grew following the oil cnisis
of 1373, the abolition of fixed exchange rates
and the subsequent economiCc recession
This lead to an end of an economic order
based on ‘embedded liberalism' and the
emergence of monetarist economic policies
Neodiberal governments in the form of
Thatcher and Reagan were elected in the UK
and USA with an agenda of privatisation, wel-
iare retrenchment and low taxation

The charactenistics of neo-iberal policies are
unilateral opening of a country to foreign
rade, privatisation of State enterprises,
Geregulation of labour markets and cuts in
dovernment social spending with an empha:
>5 On fiscal rectitude. While neodiberal oV
“mments have not dismantled the Welfare
f;atirearét;r”eg due to opposition from the pub-
e u Wﬂ::Jn§ and community groups
seoctivey Ie are States now have greater

- lOwer replacement rates and

there
b has been large-scale privatisation of
PUbhc COmpanies

Thisg
Perspective has had a substantial

Mpa
Cl on the politics of the welfare state

' adopted into the programrt
of SDCaa] Dem 18 programmes

OCrats advocating a 'third way

modael such as the govermnmments of Tony Blau
lUK) and Gerhard Schrode: (Germany)

Une of the central ideas of those wWho amue
that the State is no ionger in a posiion to
provide social services is the contention that
ttnancial capital and transnational corpora
tions (TNCs) are able to transfer capital and
wealth across the globe with relative impun
ty. However the vaidity of this assertion Is
questionable. The realty is that far from
being in opposition States and corporations

co-operateée and the expansion and invest
ment of Muitinationals 1s a consequence of
otate directed policy based on liberal eco-
noMIC Moaels.

This 1s In contrast to the clams of those who
believe that the State i1s passive or helpless in
controling corporations. Central to the neo
\beral thesis 18 that taxation on capital or
corporate profits will lead to even greater
redirection of investment by corporatons
into  developing economies. This 18 simply
untrue. In practice, cost reduction 1S not the
key focus for corponate investment strate
gies; the availability of worktorce with rele
vant skills and infrastructure is the key

It is clear that the investment strateges ol
corporations are strongly in ing with the
agenda of neodiberal governments. Lontrar
to the claims of neodiberal economists and
politicians many European companes are
both unable and unwilhng tO exproprate

large scale investments from their country of

ongin

In reality, the claim that greater investment
n the Welfare State funded through the tax
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NOMIcC orcer

By challenging the sconomic dogma of neo

iberals who argue that the VVeltare Stote
cannot be sustamned due to the process ol
globalisation. It has been shown that eco

nomic globalisatbion ncluding the removal of
trade barners. prwvbisabon and a reducton
in funding for the Weltare State 18 due to the
activibes and policies of neodiberal govern
ments or governments who have accepted
neodiberal orthodoxes. 1he clam that giobal
capital and investment can shift across the
globe with ease 1§ not supported by the ew
dence which shows that Corporabons main
tain strong hinks with their country of orgIn

Furthermore, while the decisions of suprana

vonal bodies are often blamed for the dereg

ulation of global trade these organisations
are controlled by nation states and imple

ment policies in line with the interests of the
large western economies. This clearly
demonstrates that giubah&;atlun IS NOL an
abstract phenomena but is a consequence
of sustained poitical and academiC project
aimed at increasing corporate profits and
destroying our public services.

The Welfare State is under attack not from
globalisation but from neo-iberal ideologues
committed to undermining the social protec-
ton and rights of working people. Such an
attack is based on misinformation and Inac-
guracies and must be resisted and uitimate-
l\y defeated

The impact of Globansation s aften blamed for a decrease in working standards and
. ) the Living Wage Campaign to ensure all workers earmn a

n was kaunched by [from left) Neil Ward [Labour
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Labouwr Party Leader Pat Rabbitte TD.
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and minds of Britain and its troubled Labour Party.

A casual observer might nat think a politician
who lists "generally fermenting the over
throw of capitalism" among his interests In
Who's Who fits in well to a Labour Party
dominated by Blairism for more than a
aecade. But John McDonnell's bid to become
the next British Labour Leader is far from an
anachronism. Rather, it i1s a legitimate and
vital campaign to reclaim the values, princi-
ples, policies and politics of the left for the
party. And those scoffing how a socialist
campaign iIs expected to thrive fall into the
mythical trap of believing that Labour equals
Blairism.

Left-wing activists who remain 'in the pavilion'
of Labour politics have been battered,
bruised and cast aside - but they are not yet
defeated. An estimated 200,000 members
have left the party in the last decade - some
23 times the entire membership of the Irish
Labour Party. But Londoner McDonnell, who

has significant Inish roots, is adamant that
his campaign should be the trigger for many
of them to rejoin and for new members, par

ticularly amongst Britain's disenfranchised
youth, to take up membership and activism.

His campaign is undoubtedly one seeking to
‘reclaim” the party for what he views as its

natural place on the left.

Far from the personality disputes of Brown

and Blair - co-architects of the New Labour

project - and the host of minor acolytes lining
up to "renew" New Labour, McDonnell
stands In the traditions of Nye Bevan and
Tony Benn; popular, radical and caring poli-
tics rooted in the great dichotomy of left and
right.

THE EARLY BATTLES BETWEEN LEFT AND
RIGHT

Perhaps more than any other left-wing party
in the world, the importance of political and
class culture has dominated the British
Labour Party since its formation as the
Labour Representation Committee in 1900
by Keir Hardie. The cultural ethos of the
labour movement, built from the early years
of the 20th century, focused on the transfor-
mation of society itself by the combined
efforts of working-class people represented
in their workplaces by trade unions and in
parliament by Labour.

While he is recognised as a hero to many on
the left nowadays, Keir Hardie's chairman-

ship of the party was In sharp opposition to
Marxists in  the Social Democratic
Federation, an important component in the
early Labour Party, Mass membership and
mass support for the party came within a
few years but this did not necessarily imply
radicalism. Indeed, the first ever Labour
Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald, reject-
ed the socialism and pacifism of his early
days in Parliament when he became leader
of @ minarity government in 1924

Any chances of re-election to Government
were halted by the infamous Zinoviev letter, a
forged document purporting to come from
the USSR and calling for Soviet-style
Communism in Britain. The forgery was print-
ed in the Daily Mail - now, and then, a reac-
tionary Tory paper with a particular distaste
for any form of socialism (and, coincidentally,
the Irish). Ramsay MacDonald was opposed

"200,000 members have left the
party Iin the last decade - some
29 times the entire membership
of the Irish Labour Party.”

by many on the left throughout his leader-
ship, particularly given his opposition to the
1926 General Strike. He was eventually
expelled from the Labour Party and formed a

national government in coalition with the
Tories and Liberals.

The Zinoviev letter and the subsequent con-
troversy highlighted two parallel tendencies
which have always restricted the left in
British politics - the power of an unsympa-
thetic media, and 'red scare' tactics by the
Tories. The degree of 'redness' in the party is
a ubiquitous source of controversy; so much
S0 that the history of British Labour since Its

foundation might best be understood as a
conflict between left and right;

POST WAR POLITICS AND THE SOCIAL
DEMOCRATIC CONSENSUS

A number of other key left-right arguments in
the party have taken place over the past 60
years. The landslide post-\War election of
1945 gave Labour a huge majority in
Parliament, allowing the foundation of the
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This summer's announcement by left-wing MP John McDonnell that he would stand for

the leadership of British Labour caused a minor stir in @ popular media beisottad with t:ha,
personalities of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown. But, as Dermot Laonqy writes, McDonnell's
campaign is part of a historic narrative in which left and right battle it out for the hearts

A reamarkable featura of this govarnment, led
by Clem Attlee, was the attachment felt by
ordinary people to Labour, tha party had
approximately hall a million membears wher
they took office in 18945, and over a million
when they left six years later,

It is perhaps during Attlee's leadership that
the radical left of the party reachad its zenith,
Nevertheless, Attlee himself was a moderate
and his foreign policy - In particular his com
mitments to massive spending on arms and
intervention in the Korean War in 1850
were staunchly opposed by a left wing who
increasingly turned to Walsh radical Nye
Bevan as its best hope.

Bevan, the archetypal miner-cum-trade union
leader, overcame great odds in establishing
the NHS in 1948, a feat which remains
Labour's proudest ever achievement in gov-
ernment. But he was forced out of the
Cabinet after opposing the war in Korea and
subsequent challenges to Attlee's successor,
the centrist Hugh Gaitskell, bore little fruit,
The clashes between Bevanites and
Gaitskellites were substantial but the moder-
ates maintained the upper hand while the

Tories under an aged Churchill and Anthony
Eden retained power.,

The next time Labour came to power was
1964, in a slim majority led by another mod-
erate, Harold Wilson. This majority was
greater in the 1966 snap election and
Labour were in government until 1970.
Although many social-democratic social poli-
cies were implemented, such as Increasing
universalism in social welfare payments and
legislation on race relations. homosexuality
and abortion, the left of the party were large-
ly undermined. By the late 1960's there was
enough optimism, however, that the com-
Mon consensus among ordinary Labour
activists was that the "seventies would be

socialist." Their hopes were not to be
achieved.

FROM BENN TO BLAIR AND BEYOND

Wilson's successor, Jim Callaghan, was
another centrist, and opposed a left that by
NOW included ministers Barbara Castle and
Tony Benn. In 1976 Callaghan's government
received an IMF loan that was "badly needed"
- the loan required the typical privatisation
and free-market reforms attached to IMF
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he left of the party increasing-
d Benn and Michael Foot, a
- of the left-wing Tribune news-

alled "Winter of Discontent" in 1979

e S&Cme | abour government being well-
. mn by the Conservatives under Margaret
ThalihEﬂ Thatcher was to dominat.e'Bl‘itish
olitics for more than a decade - mdeeq,
zome would say that her ideology and style, if
~ot necessarily her party, continue to domi-

nate today.

Tony Benn and others were massively sup-
ported by the Labour grassroots membenr
ship and pushed through democratic
~eforms, giving more power to the party con-
ropence and arguing for radical reform
across the board. Michael Foot's election as
party leader In 1980 was a significant victo-
ry for the left and, while Benn was narrowly
defeated in a significant election for Deputy
leader in 1981, Labour's high standing in
polls continued to hold until the beginning of
the Falklands War in 1982. Thatcher's star
then began to rise, supported by a jingoistic
media and a significant split in Labour led by
a right-wing opposed to democratic party
reforms and left-wing policies.

The "Gang of Four" who initiated the split
went on to form the Social Demaocratic Party,
which later merged with a diminished Liberal
Party to form today's Liberal Democrats. The
SDP were somewhat successful in taking
Labour seats in the 1883 election in which
hysteria about Labour's manifesto con-
tributed to a significant Tory victory. The
manifesto, written by Benn and others on the
left, argued for withdrawal from the EEC,
nuclear disarmament, abolition of the aristo-
cratic House of Lords and nationalisation of a
number of strategic industries.

It was seized upon by the press as an excuse
for Labour to "nationalise the corner shops”
and, combined with Foot's unpopularity and
hugely successful negative campaigning tac-
UCS. and costly media campaigns by the
Tpnes, led to a landslide defeat. Labour's own
rght-wingers famously termed the 50,000

WUP‘d Manifesto as "the longest suicide note
N history."

:{Vg_"e the Bennite left continued to argue for
2dical reforms, the extreme individualism,

far""_ight social policies and the advent of

P for the rest of the eighties.
ur was successful - in a number

ft local government authorities,

e Greater London Council (GLC) -
dovernment simply abolished the
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;UEhC;'Sg&o People affected by the abolition

ok were its leader, "Red" Ken

oN€ [now London Mayor] and his
dep“ty. John McDonnell -

Where Lahg
F‘f radical |e
NCluding th

FPDF]’I the 1983 defeat on the party
senes atter series of reforms which weare
intended to "modernise" - in practice, image
building, the centralisation of power, and
overall a movement further and further
towards the capitalist consensus. Under the
IengI*slwip of Neil Kinnock, a former left.
winger who controversially abstained rather
than support Benn's election for Deputy
Leader, the party expelled the "Militant
lendency," a Trotskyite entrist group who
had a number of MP's and control of
Liverpool City Council. The media heralded it
as a defeat for the left. even though the
Bennites, now formed as the Socialist

Campaign Group, were not aligned to
Militant.

initiated

Kinnock's leadership should have culminated
N election victory in 1992, but the party
were narrowly defeated. The party swung fur-
ther to the centre under Kinnock's succes-
sor, John Smith, and to the right under Tony
Blair, who was elected leader in 1994.

The New Labour project was originally
intended to defeat the remaining vestiges of
the left by coalescing with the Lib Dems but,
given the huge unpopularity of John Major's
Tory government, instead won a landslide
election in 1997. Since then, Blair's cen-
tralised leadership, neoliberal economics and
neoconservative foreign policies have domi-
nated and the left of the party, confined to
the backbenches In parliament, have suf-
fered with the loss of membership and the
"spin" against them from 10 Downing Street

and party HQ.

McDonnell's leadership campaign takes
place in the context of continued New Labour
domination and has, to date, received rela-
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2epresentation Committee of ordinary members and trade unionists. Chair of the
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tively little attention from a media besotted
with the Blair/Brown soap opera. But it has
attracted support from across trade unions,
the Labour Representation Committee, the
Socialist Campaign Group and hosts of public
meetings. His candidature Is in the historical
mould of Bevan and Benn but reflects up-to-
date concerns about privatisation, the war in
Iraq, the massive military spend and top-up
fees for third-level students amongst other
ISSUEs.

Left and right are complex, changing words,
often used to mislead or overly-simplify. But
they are far from 'dead’, as the pseudo-post-
modernists in New Labour would have us
believe. John McDonnell's campaign for lead-
ership reasserts the importance of the very
basics of socialism - equality, solidarity and
democracy - that the right have forgotten or
chose to ignore. Only the history of the future
will tell us If he and those on the left will be
successful In their endeavours.
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International Sex Trade Must Stop

Rebecca Moynihan

As the world marked International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against WWomen
on November 25th, thousands of women
were trafficked in European Union for the
purposes of prostitution.

Sex sells, as the saying goes. In modern
Europe the sex industry has gone main-
stream. In every European capital, you will
hind neon lights advertising lap dancers, sthip-
pers, and topless dancing. However, a much
darker side to the sex industry lies beneath
these bright lights.

The trafficking of women from poorer EU
nations into western Europe is big business
for organised gangs. Unlike drugs or arms,
women are commodities, which can be
reused and resold.

Unscrupulous traffickers trick many women
into leaving home with seductive stories of a
better life in another EU country. The promis-
es of a good job, accommodation and the
opportunity to earn enough money to provide
for the family they have left behind are often
too alluring to resist.

The reality when they arrive in their host

Paul Mulville

Labour Youth passed its first policy mation
on Cuba in recent memory at November's
Youth Conference, calling for the immediate
ifting of the 44-year old USimposed block-
ade on the Caribbean island.

In recent times, the embargo has been
strengthened by George W Bush, following
the shameful passing of the Helms-Burton
Act by the Clinton administration. The US
bases the embargo on the claim that Cubs
has systematically denied the human. eco-
nomic, labour & political rights of its peaople.

Ironically however, as a direct result of the
American embargo, working people in Cuba
undergo needless suffering, and the sacial
development of the people and the nation
has been cruelly hampered. Perhaps one of
the most poignant examples of this IS the
ensuing shortage of many basic medical Sup-

plies, vital procedures such as the treatment
of breast cancer, HIV and leukaemia have

been hindered. In addition, the embargo con-
tradicts the principle of the pPromotion and
protection of human rights angd freedom,
which US citizens want for themselves ang
which the US claims to want for the rest of
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country is @ much grimmet, VWomen are
locked up ag %0 @
tact with the outside world. beaten, raped,
Ol
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and treated as little maore than a sex slaves

Most of the women trafficked are young

women and some are children. Isolation and

a lack of language skills mean that they are

STOP

VIOLENCE
AGAINST

trapped by a dependency on the men who
are exploiting them.

ireland i1s alone In the EU In having no legisla-
tion governing the trafficking of human
beings. While prostitution is illegal and the
women can be jailed, there is no mechanism
for targeting the traffickers. Promised legis-

the world. The measure that has drawn criti-
cism from all corners of the world since its
Introduction, and continues to do so today.

The embargo has been widely attacked, and
was originally opposed by Pope John Paul ||
as far back as 1978 during a visit to Mexico.
More recently, the former called for the end
of the embargo during his historical visit to
Cut?a In January 1998 saying "Nowadays, no
nation can live in isolation. Therefore, the

Cyban people cannot be deprived of their ties
with other people, ties whic

for economic, social and

ainst their will, allowed no con-

lation in this area i1s not fort;huoming,

The EU has a leading role to play in the fight,
against trafficking within the union and wn;*ld.
wide. However, as I1s usually the cage With
iIssues that concern women and wy nerable
groups, the political will to tackle the problem
does not exist.

European Justice Ministers and European
police forces must agree a comprehensive
strategy to tackle trafficking between mem.
ber states. The organised criminals involved
must be ruthlessly targeted. In addition to
this, we need to raise awareness of the traf-
ficking problem in member states and put in
place, adequately funded support structures;
for victims of trafficking.

Finally, If we are to ever really eliminate traf-
ficking we must target the demand for pros-
titution. The users of trafficked women are
our partners, co-workers, friends and family,
If we are ever to see true equality, women
cannot continue to be seen as commodities
for the titillation of men. The procurement of
sex, In any form, must become socially unac-
ceptable. It 1Is not an argument about or
against liberalism, but an argument about
respect for all human beings.

v

%
7

IVA CUB/

Closer to home, Labour Party President and
Spokesperson on Foreign Affairs Michael D.
Higgins has come out strongly against the
embargo on several occasions. Speaking in
~ebruary 2005 he said "there is an illegal
blockade of Cuba; there is an attempt to dis-
lodge the Cuban economy and to, | believe
infiltrate Cuban society. The question of the
dislodging of a neighbouring country, i”terf?p
ence in its judicial system; its economy, S
Society is a matter for international politics >
SEveral international conventions.”




Joining L abour Youth (g as simple ag hiling in the form below and
Ling ol abour Youth, 17 Ely Place, Dublin € - or emailing the

l\tl:
details to vouth@labour e

Patrick Nult

pﬂtﬁl‘ was a member of the Labour Youth
Elatmnnl Council from 1997-2000 in which
Pg:;:; r*an.Labuur .Yc:uth's first two national
Laboup ;ent, campaigns. He also established
e ‘mlntl.w college which was a series of
ks c? ?emlnars and policy discussions run
o LDP‘Labour Y.outh members. Peter

Principled left wing student activist and

Served gs Presid In|
ent of Trinity College
Stuclents‘ Union 1993.94. y ;
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Within the Labour Party nationally he served
as Secretary of the Dublin South-East
Constituency between 1997 and 2001, He
was also a successful Director of elections
for Clir. Kevin Humphreys in the local elec-
tions of 1999 and 2004. Elected to the
National Executive of the Labour Party in
2003 and subsequently re-elected in 2005

Peter was a staunch advocate of party

democracy and the rights of rank and file
Labour members.

The Left Tribune
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Have you been inspired by any
of the topics covered in this
iseua? If so make sure to get
N contact with the relevant
organisations:

Shell to Sea;
WWW.COrrhsos.com

John McDonnell:
www.johndleader,org.uk |

Stop Violence Against "
Women: i
http:/ /web.amnesty.org/ |
actforwomen/index-eng |

Other websites of note: |

Labour Youth Homepage:
www.labouryouth.ie |

Labour Youth Bebo:
http:/ /labouryouth.bebo.com

ECOSY - Young European
Socialists:
WWW.ECcosy.orgd

ILSY - International Union of
Socialist Youth:
WWW.IUSY.Org

Anti-War Ireland:
www.antiwarireland.org

Residents Against Racism
www.residentsagainstracism.org

Indymedia:
www.indymedia.ie

R

Obituary: Peter Fitzgerald

On a personal note, Peter was one of the first
people | encountered when | joined the
Labour Party in 2002. He was always very
supportive of young members and consis-
tently offered sensible and practical advice in
how best to achieve progressive social
change. He was someone who personified
the very best qualities of our party. Proud to
be left. Proud to be Labour.

May he rest in peace.
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People in Ireland can make sure at least one of them is booted out of office
in the next few months. A vote for Labour is a vote for a humane and

;
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.} The man on the right continues to give
N them vital logistical support in ireland.

% The man in the middie was his lapdog.

autonomous foreign policy, starting by kicking the US military out of Shannon.

Labour has called for the immediate end to
the use of Shannon Airport as a staging point
for US troops on their way to Iraqg.

It 1Is both the policy and intention of the party
to remove the US troops from Shannon with-
in weeks of entering any government. The
Shannon stopover has been a key strategic
resource for the US in their invasion, which
by now has resulted in something approach-

ing 600,000 deaths.

The continued use of Shannon has been per-
mitted by the PD-FFgovernment despite
unprecedented protests and activism across
Ireland in opposition to the war onlraq.
Chillingly, the Taociseach and Foreign Affairs
Minister Dermot Ahern have continued to
insist on the use of Shannon despite revela-
tions of its use as a conduit for grossly illegal

torture flights.

In 2005 approximately 330,000 US troops
travelled through Shannon on the way to
Irag. It has been estimated that in total more
than half a million US military personnel have
been through Shannon. They are likely to
have been accompanied by weapons, includ-

(Qr“s
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Ing depleted uranium shells and torture vic-
tims, but the PD-FF govt and the Gardai
refuse even to investigate the mounting evi-
dence of their illegal transit through Irish air-
space and Irish airports.

Along with tens of thousands of others on
the left, Labour have led the charge against
this most heinous breach of international law
and humanity. Labour Youth have been to the
forefront, helping to organise the broad
movement against the war, engaging in
protest and direct action in Shannon and
elsewhere, and offering support to groups
such as the Pitstop Ploughshares &
Raytheon 9 who been charged by the courts
due to their actions for peace.

In the Dail and the press, Labour Party
President Michael D Higgins TD, along with
other TD’s such as Tommy Broughan, Jan
O'Sullivan and Joe Costello, have been partic-
ularly vocal in putting forward Labour’s policy

of removing the use of Shannon for US
troops and war machines

The I'ast Labour Party national conference
unanimously passed motion 119 from

Labour Youth, making the immediate with-
drawal of US military from Shannon Airport
an essential part of any programme for gov-
ernment in which Labour would be involved.

Deputy Tommy Broughan recently comment-
ed; “In early November the American people
voted decisively to bring their young men and
women home from the tragic Iragi morass.
Minister Dermot Ahern must now respond
Dy opting to end the Shannon stopover.”

A vote for Labour in the upcoming elections
will send a powerful message to the world
that Ireland does not stand as part of Bush'’s
‘coalition of the willing.” In the meantime,
Labour Youth will continue its Involvement in
the broad anti-war Campaign and the organi-
sation of actions against the invasion of Iraq.
We will also continue to campaign against
the continuing nightmare waged on Palestine
by Israel and the complicity of the US in these
outrageous breaches of human rights and
international law.

For more information on getting involved,
please see inside.

Dermot Looney
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