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AFTER THE “YES” VOTE

THE TAKE-OVERS

Irish Socialist

Price: 5p

SNOWBALL

IT didn’t take long after the Referendum for the

take-overs to start.

Even the fruit importing trade is heading for

* monopoly.

These are the first steps on the road to
the Common Market. The workers are sitting in
at Crannac in Navan. The take-overs are going
to mean more unemployment (it’s over 13,000
higher than last year and we’re not in the E.E.C.

-

yet, only in the Free
Britain).

Nearly four years ago the “Irish
Socialist” predicted that the war
LT ofthie supermarkets would end
in the eventual elimination of the

weakest.

m———_

This is now coming to pass with
the news last month of the take-
over by Powers of Quinnsworth,
one of the largest of supermarkets.

Powers, owned by the Weston
family, which controls large busi-

Trade Agreement with

ness interest in Britain, Canada
and South Africa, only recently
took. control.of Brown Thomsas of
Grafton St. They also operate
Penneys, a chain of retail drapery
stores in Dublin, Cork and Lime-
rick.

* * *

We see here only the beginning
of a process that will be greatly
accelerated now that we are going

into the Common Market, The
foreign-owned retail monopolies,
many of which also control the
processing of foods, regard the
Irish consumer market as profit-
able and easy to take over within
the next couple of years.

Not alone will control of the
retail grocery trade pass into their
hands, but also the provisioning
end, which will mean the virtual
close-down of our own food-pro-
cessing industry with loss of thou-
sands of jobs.

R.G.D.A.T.A.

As the independent retail
grocers organisation R.G.D.A.T.A.
pointed out when referring to the
take-over of Quinnsworth :

“This is the first stage In an
invasion of this country by power-
ful international combines with
vast resources who could offer
enticing baits to the remaining
Irish-owned retail grocery firms.”

Word for word what the anti-
Common Market campaigners
were telling us a few weeks ago !

“NO”’ TO CIVIL WAR SAYS

CIVIL WAR that has raged below the surface in this com-

munity for some years now is blazing out into the open. In the
light of the growing conflagration we can only point out that there
is no fire brigade to extinguish the flames. Once again the fires
of sectarianism will burn themselves out at the expense of each and
every person, Protestant, Catholic and Dissenter in this community.

@ With the abolition of its secure
power base at Stormont the
Unionist Party lacks the will and
leadership that would prevent sec-

tarian violence.

@® In the absence of any demo-

cratic assembly the Vanguard

Movement seeks to try conclusions

eesewith the British Government by

welding together the Tartan gangs

to give coherence and direction to

v the blind forces of sectarianism
and factional supremacy.

® Both I.R.As seem to welcome

- ttt" Prospect of playing saviour to
o Minority ghettoes in the
rnz:;thil;y.‘::rjf h:itﬂatiun while doing
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@ The British Army will nomin-
ally act as fire brigade but will be
careful only to arrive in time to
hose down the embers and claim

first prize for peacekeeping.

@ William Whitelaw, Chief Fire
Officer Extraordinary, will emerge

from the smoke and chaos, with a
nervous smile on his face and the
hope that reconstruction can be
proceeded with without delay.
None of the houses, Catholic or
Protestant, will have fallen on the

honest broker.
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The military genuises who
think that the British Army are
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CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

going to get trapped in the middle
of a sectarian shoot-out have an-
other think coming to them. When
they engage in “aggro” with the
end object of luring in the Army
they endanger the lives of their
own neighbouws. Catholic and
Protestant. Even allowing for the
need of a defensive force in ghetto
areas the vast majority of inci-
dents, shooting and stone-throwing
expeditions are unnecessary and,
in the present situation, inflamma-
tory in the extreme.

It is the forces that make for
sectarian retaliation which makes
the job of Civil Rights impossible.
Civil Rights aims at promoting
democratic accord and breaking
down sectarian barriers. Civil
Rights workers with their non-
violent methods are the true revo-
lutionaries in society. And society
needs a revolution—not the coun-
ter revolution bearing down on us
like a juggernaut of destruction

and despair.
—From the N.I.C.R.A. Bulletin.

“‘-ﬂ-‘“- | 5 i § 54 ¢ - § B "-...-_,.WW

THE PROFITS OF 106 IRISH PUBLIC COMPANIES ROSE
BY 9.4 PER CENT BETWEEN THE 31st MARCH, 1971 AND
THE SAME DATE |N 1972. THEY TOTALLED £21,926,373!
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THE HOUSEWIFE
WILL PAY

“rIYHE Irish Socialist” also gave

warning a few years ago of
what the result of this monopoly
control of the retail grocery was
going to be. It will in the end
mean that two or possibly only
one giant supermarket will obtain
control of every supermarket, big
and small, in the country. Such
a monopoly will be in a position
to fix prices at whatever level it
would regard as profitable.

No longer would there be the
pull of competition. No longer,
either, the need for special offers
to attract the housewife. She will
no longer have a choice as to
where she will do her shopping.
The recent example of the increase
in the price of baby foods is an
illustration of what pressure can
do to force up prices.

* - =
How much easier it is going to

be to force the housewife to pay
higher prices when the whole of

REFERENDUM

See Page 3

— AND UNEMPLOYMENT LOOMS

BY G. PALMER

"

the consumer industry, manufac-
turing and retail, is in the control
of one or two monopolies.
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CHILDERS : IS HE GOING
TO BE
MR. UNEMPLOYMENT ?

WOLFE TONE

The Marketeers dragged up
everything to support their case.
One of their most ludicrous
attempts was to 1nvoke the
name of Wolfe Tone as a
“European”.

As has been pointed out
Ireland could scarcely be said
to have ever left Europe. The
tradition that Wolfe Tone felt
himself in time with was the
revolutionary tradition. That it

DEATH OK
HUGH HUNTER

WE deeply regret to announce the death of one

was French at that time was
incidental.

He wanted to ‘“break the
connection with England” and
to unite the Irish people, irres-
pective of religion, to ‘do it.

. He wanted the opposite of
what the Marketeers want. And
let their be no mistake, his idea
of an independent, egalatarian
Ireland will triumph in the end.

of the most consistent and tireless members

of the Communist Party in Northern Ireland. A

fighter in the International Brigade against

Fascism, Hugh Hunter devoted his entire life to

the working-class. He will be very much missed.
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BY JOHN McDONNELL

BIG JOE
(Air: JOE HILL)

DREAMED 1 saw Big Joe last
night,
Alive as you and me,.

Says I, “But Joe, you’re long since

dead.
“I've never died,” says he.
“I've never died,” says he.

They shot you in the Markets, Joe,

The Branch they took a hand,

The dirty cowards gave you no

chance.
Says Joe, “But ’'m not dead.”
Says Joe, “But I’m not dead.”

The Tory bosses killed you, Joe,

They shot you like a dog.

Takes more than guns to kill a
man.

Says Joe, “I didn’t die.”

Says Joe, “I didn’t die.”

And standing there as big as life,
And smiling his own smile,
Joe says, “What they forgot to kill
Goes on to organise.

Goes on to organise.”

“McCann’s not dead,” he says to
me,

McCann’s still on the go,

Where Irishmen claim what’s their
own

Big Joe is at their side,

Big Joe is at their side.”

From Creggan Heights to Lower
Falls,

From Turf Lodge to Ardoyne,

Where workers fight and organise,

Says he, “You’ll find McCann.”

Says he, “You’ll find McCann.”

"Til Britain’s Empire’s dead and
gone,
And workers own this land,
We'll fight for Irish liberty.
Big Joe will lend a hand.
Big Joe will lend a hand.

I dreamed I saw Big Joe last
night,
Alive as you and me,
Says I, “But Joe, you’re long since
dead.”
“Im still alive,” says he.
“I'm still alive,” says he.

IS song was written by D;

Fitzgerald (c. 1972 Rev. Music)
and is dedicated to Joe McCann.
It is the first song written about
him but it will probably not be
the last. It uses the framework
and format of the fine song by

Alfred Hayes and Earl Robinson.
“Joe Hill”.

A poem written in tribute to Joe
McCann by “A Belfast Repub-
lican” reads in part:

Determined and undaunted,
He worked both night and day

To break the chains that bind us
And lead us on our way.

A disciple of James Connolly,
A comrade true and grand,

A defender of the working-class,
Remember Joe McCann.

(I would be thankful if readers
would communicate to me any
such songs or poems or indeed

suggestions as to what I should
include in Ballad Corner.)

A NEW SONG
AGAINST THE E.E.C.
By LIAM WELDEN
(Air “Boolavogue”)

ITIZENS all

nation, whate’er
that you may be,

Come listen to my peroration, and

condemnation of the E.E.C.
Those Fianna Failures, freedom’s
true jailers, the would-be
tailors of our destiny,
With honeyed words, they seek to
sweeten the bitter bread of
slavery.

You factory workers, fishers, and
farmers, from Cork’s own city
up to Derry town,

Prepare to work, in the bowels of
Europe, in a coal mine black
in some foreign town.

While these foreign bastards bull-
doze the pastures that the
hacks and Quislings have
signed away,

While Irish Ireland, our blood-
won Ireland, will sink like the
sun in the Western sea.

Will the sons of heroes be noughts
and zeroes, will we sell our
birthright to be cozened
slaves?

For it’s now or never, once and
forever, we’ll sort the true
men out from the knaves.

Sinn Fein we cry in its full true
meaning, ourselves alone, as
we live or die,

Better Free if poor men, than
Europe’s sewer men, or mind-
less pigs in a German sty.

CORK BRANCH

T the monthly meeting the

branch chairman Mary
Sheehan congratulated party mem-
bers for the tremendous work done
in fighting the issue of the E.E.C.
despite the terrible odds of being
opposed by both conservative par-
ties, big farming organisations and
the blatant, unbalanced reporting
by the local and national press,
who completely shut down on let-
ters which were sent for publica-
tion regarding the proposed entry.

This was admitted even by pro
E.E.C. people who consider it to
be utterly disgraceful and showed
the need for the setting up of a
Press Council. The branch secre-
tary Jim Savage, commmenting on
the referendum, said the branch
should make a survey on an area
such as Blarney which turmed up
a huge “yes” vote in spite of the
fact that they had been hit badly
by the last free trade agreement.

¥ °o ot

During the Referendum produc-
tion lines on two textile plants,
Sunbeam Wolsey and Martin
Mahony and Bros. were idle as
1,400 members of the 1.T.G.W.U.
were in official dispute on the
question of rationalisation, which
the Chairman of Sunbeam Wolsey
said must come with the entry to
E.E.C. The company decision was

to discontinue the male aspect of
which for
years has been a male and female
operation, The operation they now
propose to become an alldfemale

work in a section

one.

In both factories the dispute
was over a productivity scheme

which the management wanted to
implement. Now every house in

this area wag suppli ]
: as supplied with the
IL.T.C.W.U. and the I.CT.U. pub-

lications setting out their reasons

between them and

industry,

v at the companies action
oy completely at variance with the

ritten  agreement which exists
is also contrary

* constitution of the Joint
Industrial Council of the hosiery

'EDITORIAL

DEMOCRACY
GOKES

PECIAL COURTS are back.

Jack Lynch feels that the
Referendum has given him a
blank cheque. These courts are
not just empowered to try
Republicans. The entire Left-
Wing and progressive move-
ment is threatened.

Fine Gael, of course, has
been foremost in the *“law and
order” game. Mr. Liam Cos-
grave, his tongue flicking like
that of a poisonous snake,
doesn’t even exclude members
of his own party. They are
“mongrel foxes” and the *“‘pack
will chop them™.

This savage and inhuman
phraseology shows the vicious-
ness behind the pseudo-demo-
cratic front.

The members of the Labour

Party who voted to give Fianna
Fail Special Powers disgraced

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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To the Secretary, 37 Pembroke Lane, Dublin 4.

SO

themselves yet again. Every
time members of the Labour
Party support a clamp-down on
democracy they are driving a
nail in their own coffin. A
society which starts to clamp
down on dissent doesn’t end the
oppression when the chosen
victims have been silenced. It
goes on to crush all opposition.

The trade union movement
will feel the lash, as the British
trade unjon movement is feeling
it, unless it starts the fight for
democracy now. Special Courts
are the first step to Industrial
Courts. The upper classes may
pick one target at a time but
their objective is to wipe out all
opposition.

If Labour doesn’t wake up
now we’ll have to fight later
under conditions chosen by the
employers.

Communist Party of Irelana
| WANT TO JOIN

-----------------------------------

------------------------------------
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of the Irish
persuasion

- —

NOTEBOOK BY

NORTHSIDER

So where’s the
20.000 exira jobs ?

HE new Irish stamp issue

+ which appears this month
1$, we are informed by the
G.P.O.,, to commemorate the
patriot dead of the 1922-1925
period.

The design depicts a dove
soaring out across the rising
moon symbolising, so we are
told, the peace and freedom
won for the people of Ireland
by the patriot dead.

Kerrygold and all that romantic
nonsense about our green, green
pastures and Irish coleens churn-
ing butter is out now.

We are now part of the inter-
national business confraternity and
after all business is business.

e e —

THE RULING IDEAS
OF EACH AGE

Now we know that the Civil
War 1922/1923 was not fought in
vain after all. The peace and
freedom which the Irish people
have been relaxing in for the past
fifty years is not dream after all.
Military courts, jailing of repub-
licans, executions, internment
camps, anti-democratic legislation,
mass unemployment and mass
emigration were all just the price
we’ve had to pay.

Maybe though the artist who
designed those stamps should have
chosen a flock of wild geese de-
scending on Brussels rather than
the dove of peace flying over the

By MICHAEL FOX

OW terrible to see the foot-

prints of our rulers

On the plastic features of the news

Imarn.

He smiles only when we please
them

And frowns as he speaks of rebel-
lion.

He calls solid soldiers to condemn
our acts of despair

And smooth employers explain the
pointlessness of a strike.

Must we then shout and not be
heard

moon !

AFTERMATH

T the first sitting of the DA4il
after the Referendum we
heard statements like that of Mr.

Colley referring to allegations that
foreigners will now be able to
come in and buy up land.

“The regulations of the Com-
munity as they stood at the
moment would not present any
problems for this country and,”
went on Mr. Colley, “there was
In existence since 1969 a draft
Community directive which would
enable people in one E.E.C. coun-
try to purchase agricultural land
in another such country. But we
have received assurances from the
Community that this will not be
adopted before our accession to
the Community. (!) Thereafter,”
concluded the Minister, “this
country will have a full say in
any action that might be taken on
that directive. We will have the
right of veto,”” Mark that one,
“We will have the right of veto.”

It i1s indeed remarkable the
amount of lying and misrepresen-
tation that Fianna F4il can get
away with, especially in the Dail.

The *““Daily Express” a few days
after the result of the Referendum
claimed that the Dublin politicans
had sold the electors the idea that
the Community was a safe haven
where “little people” would exer-
cise influence. Said the “Express”:
“This is dreamland stuff. Policy
in the Market will be dictated by
the triumvirate of Britain, France
and Germany.”

Well, it was one occasion On
which I at least could see eye to

eve with the “Daily Express”.

BUY FOREIGN

E B+I Company, a semi-

State shipping and transport
organisation with direct Govern-
ment represenation on the board
of directors, derives a very large
share of its revenue from the
transport of Irish farmers’ pro-
ducts to Britain. The catering end
of B+1I, and it is no small e_n:l
either, has, we have been‘ in-
formed, suddenly taken a dislike
to the use of Irish butter. -Ne*i:::
Zealand butter is a better proposi-
tion, so B+1 are reported to have
signed a contract for its supply.

Sit and take their smug derision

Accept that all our heroes are
cowards

And that all our martyrs are
savages?

Switch off the set and their bland
lies

Seep through the walls and climb
from the page.

We cannot silence them by solitary
rage

But let us forge a terrible weapon
in sullen quiet

A mass movement of the less than
human

That are supposed to wait on their
masters’ voice.

m

I went with anger at

my heel,

Through Bogside of the
bitter zeal”,

THOMAS KINSELLA'’S
GREAT POEM

“Butcher’s Dozen”

NEW BOOKS
16A PEARSE STREET,
DUBLIN 2.

10p

R e N A I R T A

GET YOUR
“IRISH SOCIALIST™
REGULARLY BY POST
90p per vear — 6 months 45p

SEND YOUR ORDER TO
NEW BOOKS
16A PEARSE STREET,
DUBLIN 2
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COMMON

EMBERSHIP of the Common
Market first became an 1SSU€
in Irish politics some 12 years ago.
It was finally resolved on May 10
when in a referendum the peo?le
voted 1.041,880 for entry with
911,888 against. This result was
secured by the prtop-:lgﬂ’ﬂda and
blatant deception about the bene-
fits of membership put out b‘_y the
two bourgeois parties — Fianna
and Fine Gael — and the big far-
mer interests. As well, a]l the
agencies of the mass® media —
TV. Radio, the dailies and week-
lies—campaigned for a “yes” vote.
Managements used their position
to influence the votes of many
workers. Government  agencies
used public funds to sway the
votes of the sections of people
they were concerned with. The
forces of property and privilege
were united as seldom before to
win a “ves’ decision for joining
the country with Britain as part
of the monopoly-dominated E.E.C.

The propaganda was skiltully
directed to the different sections
of the people. The farmers—all
sections of them, the lie was told
_—would Dbenefit from higher
prices. Social welfare services
would be upped considerably
from the savings on agriculture
subsidies and other sources. There
was the huge lie of 50,000 new
jobs on the way and new outlets
in the bigger markets for more ex-
ports. Ireland, it was stated, would
at last become indepedent of
Britain economically and have a
say on an equal footing in the
affairs of Europe. All these and
many other enticements were put
out to win the massive “yes” vote.

_ SUSTAINED
T CAMPAIGN

Over a number of years there
was a sustained campaign against
the risks involved in full member-
ship by a group called the Com-
mon Market Study Group, later to
function as the Common Market
Defence Campaign. A number of
pamphlets, leaflets, etc., was is-
sned by this body putting in all
aspects of the case against E.E.C.
membership, and its spokesmen
took part in debates and so on on

FOREIGN

= HEN will we stop the mad-

ness and killing and destruc-
tion?” This statement came from
a speaker on the steps of the
Capitol in Washington during the
moratorium against the war 1n
Vietnam. The speaker blasted
Nixon for his ludicrous and arro-
gant intervention in the affairs of
the Vietnamese people.

On the steps above him as he
spoke a sea of banners was dis-
played with such slogans as —
“Federal Employees for Peace”,
“Virginians for Peace”, Young
Workers Liberation League Wash-
ington D.C. for Peace”, and so on.

“The people”, he continued,

s munstjoin hands in the most power-

ful coalition, to defeat the war-
makers”. He recalled the struggle
of Dr. Martin Luther King to end
the Indo-China war and pointed
out the essence of Dr. King’s mes-
sage was that only the unity of
black, brown, yellow, red and

white could defeat reaction in the
United States.
o

L G

The demonstrators had streamed
across Pemmsylvania Avenue to
join in the moratorium against the
war. Among the marchers were
t:_-ade union organisations who car-
ried protesting banners. workers
from the Pentugﬂn carried a barn.-
ner, another contingent consisted
mainly of doctors and nurses
cierics and nuns, mothers with

TV, Radio and meetings of many
kinds. They carried out a fine
job and deserve the thanks and
appreciation of all who are op-
posed to the E.E.C. In due course
there will be many who voted
“yes” who will come to recognise
the truth and the weight of the
case put forward in the literature
and campaigns of all the organisa-
tions who asked for a “no” vote.

The Northern situation, follow-
ing the so-called Heath initiative
and direct rule, was exploited to
the full to influence a “yes” vote.
The Heath Governmnt was con-
cerned to say or do nothing to
impede a verdict for Lynch and
the “yes” lobby. The visit of Dr.
Hillery to London to meet Foreign
Secretary Sir Douglas Home a few
days before the referendum was
part of the propaganda exercise
to create the impression that im-
portant moves about North-South-
British relations were impending
and a “no” vote would not help.

The Northem crisis helped the
“ves” campaign more than those
who opposed the E.E.C. The
build-up of Lynch as the “man
of peace” and non-violence and
his concern to prevent a spill-over
of the Northern crisis to the
Twenty-Six Counties brought out
a lot of support for the “yes”
lobby. Some recent actions in the
North by republicans were not
helpful in piling up the “no”
votes. The criminal blasting of the
Co-Op headquarters in Belfast or
the punching up of a 15-year-old
schoplgirl did not help.

I.C.T.U.
INVOLVEMENT

The outstanding feature of the
referendum campaign was the
involvement of the Labour Party
and the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions. While the combination ot
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and big
farmer interests secured the “yes”
vote, there can be no doubt that
the contributign of the Labour and
Trade Union movement accounted
for the greater part of the “no”
votes.

It has to be said it was a great
weakness in the campaign that not
all sections of the trade wunion

NEWS

children marched, some of them
pushing prams.

Vietnam veterans also joined the
demonstration.

The Emergency moratorium
against the war took place in more
than 1,000 towns and cities across
the nation.

] * o

Some of the protesters carrying
placards demanding an end to the
bombing gathered outside Ander-
son Air Base used by U.S. B.52
pilots as a jumping off point for
the air raids.

The campus bell rang out at
Kent State University in Ohio as
a memorial for the students killed
at Kent and Jackson State Univer-
sities and for “victims every-
where.”

In co-operation with the people’s
demonstrations in America, Britain,
Canada, Australia, and all over the
world, a protest poster picket or-
ganised by the “Irish Voice on
Vietnam Campaign”, paraded out-
side the American Embassy in
Dublin for several hours as an ex-
pression of solidarity with the
heroic people in Vietnam in their

struggle for peace and independ-
ence,

—

IVE thousand dollars and six

months in jail. This was the
harsh treatment meted out to 41
trade unionists in a Quebec court

movement supported the LC.T.U.
position; some, in fact, pulled the
other way. As well, some of the
Labour deputies stayed out of the
campaign and in some areas the
Labour Party organisations were
hardly active.

The I.C.T.U. published some
half a million copies of the paper
“Economic  Freedom,”  which
covered all aspects of the risks in-
volved in E.E.C. membership. The
I.T.G.W.U. issued other propagan-
da material and called for full
support from its various district
organisations to mobilise support
for a “no” vote.

C.P.l. POLICY
STATEMENT

The other organisations which
came out for a “no” vote were the
Communist Party of Ireland, the

" Gaelic League, the National Asso-

ciation of Tenants’ Organisations,
the Common Market Detence
Campaign, the National Anti-
E.E.C. Committees, which oper-
ated in most areas of Dublin and
elsewhere; Sinn Fein (Gardiner
Place) contributed a great deal to
the vpublicity against entry and
was active in nrany areas of the
country. Sinn Fein (Kevin Street)
likewise put out a lot of publicity
material and held meetings
throughout the country; its posi-
tion was to favour a form of asso-
ciate membership.

The C.P.I. in its policy state-
ment put the working class stand-
point on the monopoly-dominated
E.E.C. and the risks involved in
Irish membership. Members of the
C.P.I. co-operated with the local
groups of the National Anti-E.E.C.
Committees.

The common aim of the left-
wing forces in the campaign, from
the Labour Panty, the trade union
movement to all the other social-
ist, radical, republican and com-
munist forces was to oppose
the fiom determination of the
propertied classes to use every
means to win a “yes”’ vote, and
the upper classes were unscrupu-
lous in their propaganda and
action to achieve their end.

They succeeded on this occas-
sion, but the lesson has to be

by Lily O’Rourke

for having dared to engage in a
confrontation with an employer.

They represented the 210,00
public service employees who had
successtully led their members in
an 11 day strike against the Gov-
ernment. It was a great tribute to
the power and capability of work-
ing peoples unity. The strike was
an achievement because of the
willingness of the three trade
union centres—the Confederation
of National Trade Unions, the
Quebec Federation of Labour, and
Quebec Teachers” Corporation to
set aside all differences so as to
build a common front and strategy
of unity in action.

* o ]

A telegram sent by the Unions
called on the Quebec Premier to

cease persecuting Government em-
ployees.

“The courts in Quebec” it men-
tioned, “are being used to bring
vengeance on workers whose only
‘erime’ is to strike for a wage that
will put food on the table of their
families.”

Thousands of workers have
stopped work in sympathy. In
Ottawa, the federal capital, the
Canadian Congress of Labour
passed an emergency resolution
calling for an ammesty for all
union leaders imprisoned in
Quebec province.

MARKET OR NO COMMON MARKET, THE FIGHT

By SEAN NOLAN

learned that it will be only by
unity in action and purpose of all
the Labour, trade union and the
various socialist and radical forces
that will, in the long run, over-
come the power of the propertied
olasses and make possible the
achievement of the national and

social aims of the working people.

UNITY FEARED

The fear of such unity and
what it could mean for worthwhile
democratic, national and social
rdvance to the detriment of the
interests of the propertied elements
was forcefully expressed by the
ultra-conservative Fine Gael leader
Liam Cosgrave at his Cork Ard
Fheis last month.

The two sections of the Repub-
lican movement in their post-refer-
endum assessments have coincided
in their judgment that the work-
ing class movement did not con-
tribute as much as they had
expected to the “no” vote total.
The Kevin Street wing regarded
Labour’s effort in the rural areas
as most disappointing. It is a fact,
as repeatedly shown in elections,
that Labour’s support In rural
areas is weak, and if there has to
be criticism the republicans should
make it of themselves because of
the voting pattern in those areas,
the Border and Western counties
in particular, where republican in-
fluence would have been ex-
pected to rally bigger support
than was evident on May 10. Sinn
Fein (Gardiner Place) put the
opinion that the opposition to the
E.E.C. came less from the Labour
movement and was “a Republican
and Socialist vote combined with
a spectrum of opinion crossing
all party lines”. A further claim
made was that none of its sup-
ponters voted “yes” |

NOT HELPFUL

In face of the line-up which
obtained in the Labour and trade
union movement, with some unions
and Labour deputies opting for
E.E.C. membership, it was a con-
siderable achievement to have the
Labour Party and the I.C.T.U. in-
volved in the public campaign to
the extent that they were.

It is not helpful for the repub-
licans to put all the blame on the
Labour movement for the “no”
vote not being higher.

Also, in the post-reterendum
situation, such an attitude is not
helpful to build the unity of demo-
cratic forces which is so much
needed to develop the fight in
defence of the social and economic
interests of the people, safeguard
civil and democratic liberties and
the nation’s independence against
further inroads of the monopolies.

It will not be long after E.E.C.
membership becomes effective that
it will be found that the policies
of Fianna Fail and Fine Gael have
brought about a situation where
real power of both government
and parliament rest more with the
faceless men of the Brussels Com-
mission and less with the elected
representatives of the Irish people.
The Brussels Commission is a
supra-national body whose mem-
bers are not bound by the policy
of member countries.

FIGHT GOES ON

The fight against the conse-
quences of E.E.C. membership
must go on and every means
should be found to continue the
work, in the new conditions, of the
various local committees that came
into existence in the referendum
campaign. These committees can
become the means for developing
the struggles that will be neces-
sary to counter the effects of the
new political, economic and social

policies that will be put into effect

after January 1 next.
The work of these committees

could help considerably to influ-
ence the Labour and trade union
movement to develop the struggle
at national level. As well as inde-
pendence, jobs and livelihoods
being in danger, it will also emerge
that the control and influence of
British imperialism has become
more entrenched in the country as
a whole.

Given the proper leadership,

the Irish working people can and
will carry into the E.E.C. their best
traditions of struggle and will give
battle on all issues against the

foreign monopolies and their local
henchmen.

THE MURDER OF

JOE McCANN
By John McDonnell

OE McCANN, a 2S5-year-old

Belfast officer in the Official
I.R.A. and father of four children,
was shot dead by Paratroopers on
Saturday, April 15, 1972.

While walking along Hamilton
Street in the markets area he was
spotted by special branch officers
and a military patrol. He was
challenged and ordered to stop but
made a run for it into Joy Street.
He was shot in the leg and fell

whereupon a further ten rounds
were fired at him.

BIG

Joe McCann was over 6 feet
tall, a big man in many ways, he
was widely known in Belfast and
nicknamed “The Pastry Man”. A
sign ot the high esteem in which
he was held is that 324 death

notices in his name were inserted
in the “The Inish News”.

McCann had been hunted since
before internment when he jumped
bail in July 1971 on a charge of
making threatening remarks to a
special branch man. People in the
markets were told by troops
“McCann won’t see the inside of

Long Kesh”. The British, despite
their yellow card firing instructions
never intended to take McCann.
He was gunned down unarmed.

Joe McCann was laid to rest in

Milltown Cemetery on April 18.

ORATION

In his graveside oration Cathal
Goulding, Chief of Staff of the
LR.A. said “We come to pay tri-
bute to Joe McCann, to the man
the soldier, the political activist.
the revolutionary, to the Inisl‘:
Republican Socialist who personi-

fied the struggle of the people fo
full political and civil righi:spin thé

occupied six counties of our land.

We are here because we loved
him, because we honoured his
idealism, because we shared his
vision of a country, of a people.
free from the vicious shackles of
Orange capitalism, free from the
corosive influence of imperialism,
free from the repression that has
been aimed and ever will be
aimed at th working-class people
of this country, North and South,
Catholic, Protestant — at the
working people whose defence was
Joe McCann’s duty and his pride.”



GEORGI DIMITROV — THE MAN
WHO DEFEATED GOERING

Dear Sir, :
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- ~ iy o ot ‘ came to power in Germany

prised, since you get a letter hor country Gt ‘auly caganiond ‘Sarce aguinnt -5
from my country. But I've some- | s : |
thing to ask of you! regume was the German )

I'm a student in geography and )
I want to hear more about vour
countty and life there. I want to :
get pen-pals (boys and girls) from g
your nice country.

Please, will vou publish my emw;;mﬁm mwvﬁaﬁml weapons | risine. t
name in your newspaper! I'm a T X ®eaw war with nu- ‘ i -
studies in Potsdam, city of the ipitalisn  cannot _change, it Chancellor Hitler visited i
oﬂmm.Mym}ﬁa xﬂhwutmx o{&teﬁreatmandde?leu:da? x
are collecting stamps , postcards n mankind will be destroyed. “This is an omen from Providence! .

L

No one will now be able to pre-
vent us from dealing with the
conenunists with an iron hand!’ R
Besides their tool Van der AR
Lubbe who, the nazs declared, AW

I must explain that these views
were prompted by “Notebook—by
Northsider. Armoured cars to held
us down,” published in this

and souvenirs, sport (especially
Basketball). '

The friends may write with me
in English, German, Russian or

_____
Y %

Danish. I hope, that you'll do what 1‘:[10581"5 issue of the “Irish Social-
I ask. Yours etc. Ist. was a communist, they arrested [_
SIEGFRIED HARMEL. As an English ex-serviceman | aud accused Torgler, a deputy of A .L ke
who served 35X vears in the RAF. | the German Comununist Party and X - Rt e
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172 Ludwigsielde,

R

Donaunstrasse 7,

D.D.R.

(German Democratic Republic.)

during the war, I naturally feel
bitter to realize that all the bloody
slanghter was in vain—the cause
betraved by the spidery manipula-
tions of unscrupulous politicians!
Yours, etc.

WHAT DID 1

JIM McCARTHY.

the Bulgarian comsmunists Dimi-

trov, Popov and Tanev of having
set fire to the Reichstag. Theyv
started to torture and kill people
on a mass scale. Thousands of
tortured and killed German work-
ers. thousands thrown into prison
—that was the bloody result of
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“GEORGI DIMITROV

defended with dignity the honour
of the Bulgarian people.

The press (the fascist press —
author’s note) not only wallified

LIRS T
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Alreatty at the time when the
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r CUharies V used
%

Gemnan  Empero
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to sayv that he spoke German onl
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et m e, PVHITE L A W TRUMPED-UP different. E.\ut! in connection “_;th nlv in Latin and were ashamed
Leeds 6LH me they called the Bulgarian of the German language, in ‘ba
R L LR EE b il LRk Wy RE& L\-.Ln..'

12th May, 1972.

OR

The blow directed at Georgi
Dimitrov and the trumped up

people “savage’ and ‘“barbarous,
calling me ‘an obscure Balkan per-

iy d y S *
barous” Bulgana the apasties Cyril
| - w
y, E- [ . - ! ] 3
and Methodius had evahved and
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which Brtish, American and PRESS STATEMENT FROM BINUROERAIE, O th‘e RONEER: SRVRES and l\vtrhmm::, But the Bul- fought against torexgn oppression TN
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acted in their countries — has 2 Marquis Street, Belfast 1 Committee ;l.fa the Comin tt‘:; -ft_nf! barbarians. The level of material  ashamed of being a Bulgarian, and bee
become meaningless for the war- on Friday, 19th May : an irreconcilable enem) AS~ ouhue] 1:1 the Ba,lliuls is without [ am proud of being the son of the me
; ! cism. anv doubt not as meh as In the Bulganan worku .
Bme Western allies. s gy e a0 _ ﬂ ch as In the Bulganan working cass. B
e - P IE Civil Rights Association For more than six months the other European counines, but cul- N
y ¥ social cancer stil has a i : ak s : : : Py N\
ful hold Waest Ce = views with great alarm repo nazis framed the tmal which was tumly and poliically our masses DIGNITY 1
pOwee Bpon Many i+ has received on the proceedings | to deprive the ] > = lower level than the 3 - . oY -
where top Nazis are R ved Y0 - _ - eprive the accused commun- are not at a lower level than the The London Times wrote: This 197
tain hish R of the new Review Bqu for the | ists of their lives. masses in the other European Bulgarian seems to have an inbom SUA
e ¥ : release of internees, appointed by In making a thorough analysis countries. dignity’. In Leipaig G. Dimitros e
: The late naz S5 genen}l Hein- Mr. Whitelaw. The new Board met | of the general set-up iIn connection A people, who lived tor 300 became, in the eves of the whole N e
rich I_Ammerdmg was twice sen- on Friday, 12th May under the | with the trial, Georgi Dimitrov es-  years ander foreien rule without world, an incamation of Bulgaria ey
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99 hostages hanged at Tulle, near from Limavady, attended the | provocation. 9 The Reichstag - ‘our working class and peasants, the Bulgarian people was carried haw
Limoges, on June oth 1944. The Board. accompanied by his soli- | was set on fire by the nazis. 3. who fought and continued fighting far and wide. The working people take
- = . - - - - e - | -

against Bulgarian fascism and for in all countries spoke the name of o

next day he had 642 men, women
and children bumed alive, locked
in a church at nearby Oradour.
West Germans are immune for ex-
tradition under their own laws, so
Lammerding was never sent to
France. He had a pension, a villa
near Dusseldorf and two cars.

It pays to fight the British! Not
many people in Britain and Ireland
will have heard of Karl-Theodor
Molinari, tank major, decorated
with the Knight’s Cross, the com-
mander of the soldiers who, on
June 13th 1944, in the forest of

citor Mr. Collins. This appears to
be the only improvement in the
new Board, a man 1is allowed to
bring his solicitor.

He is not allowed to know what
heisac::usedcf,hcisnotallowed
to cross examine his accusers. In
fact Mr. Clarke was not even al-
lowed to know the identity of the
two other members of the Board,
who would judge whether he
should be released, or remain
locked up without charge or trial.
Mr. Clarke was questioned and
then Judge Leonard wrote out the

The preliminary inquiry and the
court hearing would not be con-
cerned with finding the real in-
cendiaries. The enemies of the re-
gime, i.e. the commmunists, would
be held responsible.  Proceeding
from this, G. Dimitrov determined
the main lines of his own plan of
action: resolutely to deny the ac-
cusation against the communmists

and to unmask the real incen-
diaries and the political character
of their monstrous provocation.

DENIAL

communism—such people are not
savage and barbarous. Uncivilised
and barbarous in Bulgaria are only
the fascists. But I ask vou, Mr.
President. in what country are the
fascists not savage and barbar-

Georga Dimitrov with atfection
and admimtion. Even his adver-
saries spoke of him with respect
and admiration.

Article 1ssued by Bulganan News

Franco Arrests

Irish Teacher

AMELA O'MALLEY, the Irish
teacher at the British Insti-
tute School in Madrid has been
released from prison and reinstated

=
e

WE HAVE BEEN
STAVING OFF A
PRICE INCREASE

Manises in the Ardennes, shot Qath by hand, and asked }flr. The stages of the inquir e
down 106 people. p4 Seven ® g Clarke was he prepared to sign | the court trial are well known. G.  at her work. She had been arrested FOR THE
later, in April 1951, a military jit. Mr. Clarke refused to swear | Dimitrov firmly refused to sign by the police and fined £ 1.500.

and then given two months in jail “SOCIALIST™

court in Metz sentenced Molinari
to death—in absentia.

18 years after the death sen-
tence passed at Metz, the NATO
alliance made it incumbent on
voung Frenchmen to present arms
to Molinan!

Encouraged by Bmtish and
American leniency, the fascists are
emerging from their holes in
Italy. Leniency? Active encourage-
ment is nearer to the mark.

While beer sodden members of
E'IE Br}t.ish Legion are singing

Bless ’em all”, and recalling old
war experiences, the heirs of Hit-

that he would not engage in viol-
ence. as he considered this would
constitute an admission of guilt
that he had committed violence in
the past. The vast majority of men
- terned would refuse to sign such
an oath. This ended the interview.

Mr. Clarke believes a member
of the Special Branch of the
Roval Ulster Constabulary, went
into the room after him to be
questioned. The question is
whether the Board is only a for-
mality, complying with the terms
of the Special Powers Act, or is it
to be a device to keep men In

the police protocols at the prelim-
inary inquiry and made a declara-
tion in which he resolutely denied
the provocative accusation. At the
trial. from an accused prisoner G.
Dimitrov tumed into a merciless
accuser. unmasking the real crim-
inals. With great skill he paralyzed
the intentions of the nazis and
took the initiative into his own

: hands.

G. Dimitrov’s heroic struggle
continued for three months :
against the judges and the state
apparatus, against the public prose-
cutor and the bribed false wit-

for failure to pay the fine.

According to a report in the
“Morning Star” Pamela expressed
her gratitude “for the magnificent
example of solidarity which so
many friends and colleagues in
Spain and England have JLH‘E:;
me. during my recent arrest and
dismissal from my job.”

She added “I am fully conscions
that 1 owe my reinstatement tO the
efforts of fellow teachers in
Madrid and to the support .m_d
pressure brought to bear m
Britain.” Dr. Conor Cruise Q'Brien
was among those who protested.

BUT WE CANT DO IT
MUCH LONGER UNLESS
WE GET BIGGER
AND MORE SUBS.
THIS IS URGENT—

Ef have clinched a deal with their large or small numbers interned | nesses and at the end against the Saea £ the facts in the
t}iméﬁe numbers_ in Britain and without trial. Certainly the Board, | leaders of the nazi govemment— Th'?_“!““'u“-."‘_ {" t‘lwh ~:uh~£~:‘- SEND TO:
hi S. for the biggest betrayal in  and the whole philosophy behind | Goering and Goebbels who came “Moming Star .dl‘i}lj i
Rf;:ir}'!- Spain, Portugal, Greece, it—Secret Board, Secret Member- | to the rescue of the bankrupt quemhmp_purt for o ;‘ﬂ ;f inl- TOR
all gg?nlz tanlidmﬁm . Where's it ship, Secret Allegations, Secret | judges. The clash between Dimi-  were A ii ine ]f:l;.ﬂll}:ihjﬂlh }t‘lﬂ‘; 9 THE EDI : -
0 : : 2 e s . before the court ternational SOIX arity, she ¢ .
- o Special Branch Testimony, IS trov and Goering betore the B ey wh . ‘
thiIh ; . m“_l'““ﬂ aspect of deeply offensive to British and In- —the climax of the duel. which About h-.j'_ arn:;::t -)}wmﬁ:s t:; 16A PEARSE STREET, :ﬁh
cratic mrﬁ fascism is its demo- ternational Law, and we protest | revealed the whole moral and only conclusion : ;::1 e m-ﬁw Belfm
ket o8 h;:}c;: The Special Powers  at the whole conception and prac- ideological paltriness of the fascist  that [ am ‘-n:_h:1 acher, . nect. . DUBLIN 2 thﬁ:iﬂ
; ion of marches and tice. and ] th h lead will remain memorable. may have tried to CODW € W
is o to ki o T with a teachers strike, which was l1bf.t.ﬂ ) -
o W g

civil rights, and intern :
out trial—all in the n:,f: tn{w i:;

recognise the rule of law to do
likewise.

Alongside with all this, at Fho

| Reichstag Fire Tral G. Dimtrv

taking place at the time.
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UNTIONISM: THE POLITICS OF DESPERATION

By Betty Sinclair

A T the meeting of the J00-strong Ulster Unionist Council on Unionists, bereft of their ot himsell fixed up at the Nor-  front.
k P"mmm .nd lll thlt ”lt‘l‘ll BH,I' L8 l'h&ll‘ llt_' I, from dl this ll.l]rln‘nt'tl, the Unlonists

May 19, the Tirst tubcudd::cssed by Brian Faulkner, ex-Prime that means, o8 the London, operate the Special like Faulkner, etc, stand to lose
Minister of Northern Ireland, since the introduction of direct rule armed foroe whi they were Powers and Olficial Secrets Acts.  not only a Parlimment but a system

by Westminster on March 30, Faulkner revealed that he had not  gccustomed to use to maintain Unionist-law Omnge-law, White-  that enables them to profit by the

law—all resolve themselves into  peoples’ toil and live in the luxury
changed. He, and others, want Stormont restored with stronger their l'lllﬁ, are now dmmmdinn Tory law which is now to be ad-  to which they have become ac

powers and if this happened he said the Unionists “were more 'hat the British Parliament do ministered divect, There is no in-  customed. That is why Faulkne

= : ' a8 .. the job for them. In return they dication that the latter has any oalls Craig's UDI policy “mad
than willing to give Opposition representatives a N‘Pon“bh and will accept complete integration  intention of bringing in democratic  ness” and would rather opt lor

dignified role to play.” He acknowledged that there must be a  within the United Kingdom — 1ule. “the shadow of democracy” and

certain amount of “give and take” about detailed errangements whatever thels fonowe_" might CRI'TICISM Ejil I{'lllltl'illllllt”i]:u: ::: :tl-l illl I:;::: il:ii;ﬂ: I':I

for the future, “but when it came to fundamentals of the type of gﬂnk—i”ni:m“ to;mlllect th;lir muli-national comowmtions.
, Ireland terests. X'a £y the Criticism  has come from all

government Northern Ireland was to have, the majority (i¢. fourth in line after Brooke- . doe of the i apootiumn T Ly

Unionist) view must prevail.” borough, O'Neill, Chichester- The anti-Unionists have no illu- AR MNOLAD
Faulkner reveals that he has Carrickfergus and Eden on the Clarke, has admitted that he sions. They know that democracy In the midst of all the political

learnt nothing and forgotten noth  Antiim Coast.  Faulkner, at the was Prime Minister of a Parlia-  has still to be fought for K¢ Won. m-m-””i}‘kll“‘.kfﬂ'”'l[”m; :Ilu ”l Re
ing. There is no question here, nor  Unionist Council meeting, know- ment that had no real power But the Unionists who have been “'f;““,"l ey e ln 'j:ﬂ“ Hlt '
was there ever, of the Oppesition ing of the sterility of such policies unless the Westminister Parlia- also vigorous in their criticisms It:“l .“TT“"' llmt J"‘!”J"lll'!'_l~ . fl""'“'."”
representatives having the right to and the dangers when acted upon, ment supprtcd their actions, PP lf" lule u:iwnﬁ W l’]“; "Fh”f‘!‘ l'”,“ t}l: ,11 » 1 “::“ ‘ i ““,; },“ “TT
a “responsbile and dignified role”  deliberately L*lmu:gv to  ask Craig And, after ]anuary, 1972, there .!I'LW }'.'l]l“m‘ H-I- lh‘“ l'jlhl"il‘ - Il“‘_m“hl ﬁi;m:ul tillﬁm :1]{,: ]1 ::l ﬁllf.{l.“.l._“,{i
—that could only be “given” to to become the first member of  could be no doubt that the aWe Lesr made this pies on s ' -

" . . ] ' ) . W \ Th ¥ . ' 7 J ) by = X i 3 *'!r
them by the grace of the Unionists. his policy committee to work for Breitish Government found April 20: “No matter how hur! by 7 per cent, compared with

: : i 4 - o they (the British Tory Government  January, 1971, This is the greatest
He would play ball on inessentials the return of Stonmont.  Cralg  Unionism wantine as an instrus 8 g o TR T A dacresss on recond
but on thc u[undamentals 0[‘ an\,_ -.li‘lﬁ-\l]tt‘ll. L HLI} SO tllllt b [H l}} tl“ { 'Il“( 15111 { Uik,

srnment” then the (Opposition Thus - was linked the Offiolal iﬂﬂﬂt of its pﬂliCiﬁS and the I‘hi*lt 8 lll'{t"ﬁ‘{l. ll" i!:i.ul*:.;‘u lllnln_}ri_‘mll IFigures r:'!f-m:::'t] for !ulwluplnf-
: Unionist Party. the Vanguard atter was deposed. for those administering Direct ment on April 20 showed a total
mprese;;;iw:i‘fiudc()“‘tlﬂe tomu:; lll:ﬁ:‘:lil‘ll*l ti:‘ }L‘lﬁ"ll;‘it ‘\H::::.‘T:.t;f;l “”]“- as it is r“l' t]“‘ {'”"”“’:f’ (Hil‘) Hl\ 47.«”]“_ Oor over Y per cont ot
Oonce . ‘, A gy o : N, \V . 1 WYy QY- ) A O | sff g 3 ¥ ha imetra ; [ . T hovra FEVY
governed by the “majority”. ol Workers', the Ulster Detence Mr. Wm, Whitelaw, Lord Presi at large, that Ulster is left with at  the insured population. ['here wer

SO S | }. Ve S ‘ dent of the British Parliament, was  least the shadow of democracy.” 85,880 men (9.2 per cent) andl
Faulkn*er made ‘thesa loud soundi-t i‘;EJL:I;t:UI:l :1;111[111:‘ ~:dtlrti;u;l(i;uﬁ: made Secretary of State for (My emphasis). The monied class, 12000 women (5.9 per cent) in
ing noises despite the i.Mt t.hat 0 mullll.l;:h(;:;lt {i‘ﬂi:l(:* illltll ﬁ;q ftil- Nonthern Ireland. He moved in  the lackeys of the Confederation the total. The figures represent an
there ever was an elecuqq, in the ln:w ‘-.r‘tu‘tuutl yu1tt"itl}* ;ml £~u11hl with other top ranking British of British industry, know that increase of 8,000 on the total of
prevailing political conditions, he e, e " Tories to run the show along with  direct rule is anathema to the anti-  April, 1071 and 1,800 higher than

"d his official party would prob-  probably be brought to heel iy e e Rl 0% TU Mhera $0 45 ADK- ‘ 800 higher than
ably be swept il:?to oblivion. But Faulkner’s ploys do not de- ord Grey, Governor of Northern  Unionist and great sections of the  one month ago. Each day brings

B e R e o T ll:t.\lﬂllll... l‘ll;ﬁ.'t:‘l‘ I,lf“l been removed Unionist forces alike. But they are its report of small and medium
Editor of the “Times” states that linm the U 11101}1.“5 but the Heath afmid to f.‘.'.t" up the latter, ‘numlh- firms having to close down and ol

: Government did not make any the working class, small farmers  emigration figures which are rob-
fundamental t‘h:lllg‘t‘h'- All the old and businessmen, in case they bing the Unionists of many
ropressive laws have been retained  make common cause with their  thousands of their former suppor
and the British Attorney-General counterparts on the anti-Unionist  ters,

He spoke this way despite his
drubbing at the hand of the Heath
Tory Govermment who allowed
him to advance to a position ol
1o retreat and then accepted the
resignation ol himself and his

Faulkner has, whilst rejecting
Whitelaw's proposed Commission,
promised that he and his col-
leagues “will do everything within
“overnment — the acceptance was our power and sphere of intluence,

b ~ to keep the situation from deterior-
an indication that Faulkner had |

| . . ating.”  Everything, says, the |
heen tow anting as an 1nstra- i - ’ = -
’ {,‘ md wanting .. [Editor, except renounce their own ]
ment in the :stt'llg.!,‘:llt‘ tO preserve

| ambitions for long enough to give
s L duterects cither in the ‘
British - Lory duleicsts { the

T ™ - ‘ British  Government's new |
\lj}‘l\:‘ “leﬂ-‘i‘ “lf“};(f“:f:iu 5  move some chance of establishing . N('RT“ IS lM P‘)SS'BLE

-~ b : 1 new mood. How to explain this
1972) showed no illusions on this l

" | sk o reyy ledny ’ . 0 . . ')
ccore. The Editor wrote: “Britain’s 10 the Protestant worker who 1s HITELAW’S Commission for Northern Ireland, the composi-  the Provisional forces of the IRA.

: being stirred up by reactionary ul- - . : , R T m |

entieth-ce 5 @ ol : | = - - n ut this illusion remains among

t\‘:‘“‘l‘;“ th ‘l‘ “?::?l l::"“‘}:{;" i:: e T e alamantsP Who, . bes tion of which was to be announced in the British House of emains  among
Orciner P . L& .

, - fore 1968. only had to listen to Commons in Nlid—May, would appear to have come up against t*.i_n* u-m‘l_l“ghh:lw_d h'-“"' General
excess of solicitude for the o " 05 0 of Unionism and the | 8Sreat difficuities. The Unionists have stated that they will not Sir Walter Walker, dosmer com-
N orthern I!Lijﬂl'il}..': the I‘lvuth Bt (ji'llt‘i‘ e | R recognise the Commission and will dub any of their fmtermty =7 zilll:ltlil{“"l‘ tn{“NAl() [;l.rlfl f{]lt‘t“h in
Government § "‘L‘h""?":w"ﬂ‘f y- .tf] harangued by so many voices that takes part in its work as a “traitor” and will make things very hot il:l ::l:*; I h":“:\;j;:, ,..l::‘lﬁ{.{llm: lwfl{“,‘d:
El:\:: 1:;:1;1*1;};::;.131'”Il::mh:! "::”m:: ii would appear that a 1u11itiuu‘l fOE' t*hem. How can any anti_-Ur!ionist _take !)ﬂl‘t in such a pom- on 4\:[&“}.‘19_ l'*hn.t ;]'“, Ilriili::l:] \1:::.
””.”;-”ﬂ to it”. (My emphasis). Pentecost has come upon them? | mission when tthcy know that Whitelaw is not intent on an “ultimate  should “soften up” the “no-go"’

Faulkner. Craig, Paisley, Hull, | solution” and wants to “depress” the rate of “rising political expec- areas in Northern Ireland—then

DUPL'C‘TY et al, strive t“ win his D”lit.it‘fll tation” on the Catholic, i.e. anti-Unionist side? move il‘l‘* He told a press confer-

soul and allegiance and he is in TG o o e
The Editor praises the the Procass of .rujvrting them all The hesitations of Whitlaw and  exacerbate the situation with their paigns against blacks, yellows and
“patience” of the Protestant Imajor- and taking 5““““’“_‘ th“’t. can h““']’.'*' Heath arise from the very danger- sectarian bombing and destruction slant eyes. Why should we have
ity in the “face of outrageous” I'T‘I‘Id o A ‘1‘3“1“‘"“‘14 crisis of be- | ous situation into which they of targets not remotely associated one rule for the whites and one
provocation” and tries to reason lief and action. appear to have allowed themselves  with military  objectives. The for the coloureds. We have to
with that majority by saying that to be pushed: the British Army  strategy of bombing carries with decide if Northern Ireland is pant

is already having to face the it an over-all trend of action of Britain or not—and, if so, to act
probability  of struggle on two  against Protestants and includes accordingly.” He wants, in the
fronts, against he Unionists and within it a strong element ol re- “no-go” areas, to out off “thei
anti-Unionists. The first such ligious bigotry. In this way the petrol, gas electricity and stop
battle took place, against the ultra  flames of religious sectanian hatred food going in, soften them up and
Unionists, on the week ending are fanned and workers are driven then go in; give warning so that
20th May and the reaction was further apart. The destruction of ”H‘}‘ can  get their women and

Whitelaw is neither intent on
thrusting them into the arms of
the “Catholic South” mor on de-
livering them into the hand of the
terrorist.  Nor. states the Editor, is
Whiteluw a believer in “ultimate
solutions”: “part of his deliberate

aim is to depress the rate ol rising swilt, the Belfast Co-operative Society's children away belore we go in,
political  expectation on the N Long parleys took place between  main store has left a stain in the but go in.” Sir Walter may, or
Catholic side.” With such a policy the British Army and RUC with  ammoury of so-called Republican- could be in line to, become mili
of duplicity how could the Heath the representatives of the Ulster ism that will be very hard to wipe tary adviser to the Ulster Defence
“initiative” and Whitelaw not fail Defence Association to have the  out. Association—that is if the British
to satisfy either section of the latter’s barricades removed in East And all the time, those who War Office would sanction such an
political divide. g and West Belfast. Similar parleys direct such activities, appear to  appoimtment and continue to pay

The “initiative” turns out to be B took place in 1969 in the anti- care less and less for the tackling his pension or it the former was
a confidence trick on the grand CURRIE Unionist areas over barricades but, of the everyday problems that face wealthy enough to indemnity him.
old British imperialist lines and, in a with the passage of not so much all the people. Theyv scorn the Britain may have “lost an Empire”
defence, the Editor ot the "Sun- _S'D'L'P': Back into talks time, the parleying ceaserd and  efforts made by other opposition but her Army has not lost the
day Times” pleads that Mr. White- with Heath. military action became the order of  political forces and of the trade “Empire spirit.

law’s inability to “pacify the 0909922 the day. Who can say how long union movement. They not so QP DD DD DDV

Province overnight” proceeds out
of the practical difficulties of the
case, not out of any lack of will.
The above makes it abundantly
r."l'mr that Heath had no policy for
Northerm Ireland, that he was and

i$ driven to take only day to day
measures.

NO-GO

The great ery pake
m;l his Vanguard movement is the
;ﬂﬁ:fn;nce of the “Woego areas in
B% ast and’ Depry, S@Otherwise

wy will resort to “Protestant no

20 areas” and
- alread r
had a taste Yy we have

n up by Craig

of these in Belfast

ALL BOOKS FOR
THE LABOUR
AND
REPUBLICAN
MOVEMENT

NEW BOOKS
16A PEARSE STREET

DUBLIN 2

e . o O O N e T

the security forces will parley, or
at what time or in what circum-
stances, these parleys will cease
and more military forces will be
used. Whitelaw has stated that he
will not allow any barricades to
remain in any of the areas of
Belfast. Derry he recognises as a
“special case”. He has stated that
there can be no “military victory”
and all he wants to do is to “defeat
the TRA'.

PROVOS

[n this serions sitnation, it must
he said that the Provisional wing
of the IRA have only helped to

much want to bomb the people
of the North into their kind of a
Republic (we'll think of what sort
of a republic it will be when the
country is united, they say), as to,
by their terror activities bomb the
whole of Ireland on their as yet
uncharted road “for Ireland”.
They forget that whilst people
cletest State terror, they also see
in their kind of terror an undoing

THE EDITOR
WELCOMES ARTICLES,
POEMS, LETTERS,
NEWS ITEMS,

CRITICISMS.
NO CENSORSHIP !

of all that will help solve the big Send tot—

problems that face us,

IMPERIALISM

There can be no military victory

THE EDITOR
39 PEMBROKE LANE,
DUBLIN 4.

for British imperalism. Nor lor B
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<KEVIN MURRAY EXPOSES THE

REALITY BEHIND THE

*AFFLUENT SOCIETY"

THE

OLD

HE best winter we have had for many years has pushed the

needs of old people into the background of our thoughts. When
active people are not conscious of discomfort from harsh weather
they are not as aware of the needs of those 380,000 old people
who live on marginal incomes or below the poverty line.

The problems of the old, of
course, are not solely the lack of
money. Loneliness, illness, bore-
dom, physical or mental incapa-
city; all form part of their troubles.
That these factors would exist
independently of suitable financial
assistance is undeniable. Their
harshness, however, is greatly in-
creased by the sheer deprivation
that the majority of old people
in this country have to tolerate.

PENSION

The Pension Scheme that exists
in Ireland to-day 1s barbarous.
The extra S0p granted in our last
Budget is completely unrealistic to
the present-day cost of living.
Firstly, it only operates for the
70-years-old and up. This is the
highest pensionable age in Europe,
equalled only by Norway, and the
hardships it entails for the man

who retires at 65 are not difficult
to envisage. The five years of
direct poverty it makes possible
may receive alleviation from a
variety of sources, State and
charitable, but the implicit notion
that the retired man of less than
70 should have to seek help to
stave off starvation is a remark-
able one indeed.

The Government response to
the condition of old people is quite
patently inadequate. There has
been a tradition of indifference,
mingled with horror, that old
people were starving to death in
the year ’72. The Minister for
Health is on record as saying that
he dismissed verdicts on people
“who died of cold and prolonged
malnutrition” as merely sensa-
tional.

That between 70 and 80 old
people are found dead each year
in Dublin without nursing assist-

ance or any medical care is in-
deed a terrible indictment of our
country. This year the figure could
be well over the hundred. To date
this year 20 old people have died
from “Hypothermia”. The word
means that the deceased had not
enough body heat to stay alive.
It happens every winter and will
continue to. happen every winter
until we find every old person and
supply the basic human needs of
food, shelter, heat and human
cCOmMpAany.

It will continue to happen that
old people will be found dead, and
dead for days, before any one
finds their bodies, until luck and
every one of us stops thinking of
the needs of old peple in tenms
of charitable work. It is not charity
to look after the old and needy.
It is simple justice to those whose
lives and work have contributed
to our community heritage.

GRAVE ISSUES

At the moment grave issues tace
our country. The North, the Com-
mon Market, intermment and with
these great issues facing us everv
day on Press and T.V., we are
inclined to forget the grave plight
of old people in our community.
The bigger the town, the bigger
their need, and their need is

greatest in Dublin. How great it
is nobody yet knows, simply be-
cause all the old heads in Dublin
are not yet counted.

In theory practically everybody
in Dublin is a member of some
religious grouping and as such
should be known to the clergy of
their group. I am not throwing
stones at anybody when I say that
old people exist in Dublin who are
not known to their clergy. I am
simply stating a fact.

Two months ago I attended a
meeting of representatives of 20
voluntary groups working in
Dublin whose work in some way
touched the lives of old people.

Since then this group has
been working to bring help to old
people in any way possible, but it
does not yet know the size of its
task. In an attempt to find old
people every source which could
give statistics or names and ad-
dresses was approached, but no-
body could fill in the whole pic-
ture.

The information just does not
exist. The position then was that
voluntary workers had to set out
to knock on doors to find by in-
quiry where old people lived and
who was in need and how urgent

was the need. It is a sad commen-

tary on the efficiency of those
whose work it is to know the

needy that voluntary workers have
to seek out information which

should be available as a matter
of routine.

Just in case any reader should
think I am hitting out at the
Eastern Health Board 1 am not,
The officials of this body whose
work it is to look after old people,
not alone spend their official time
at the work, but to my own
knowledge regulations will be bent
so far to give help that the rule
book is almost unrecognisable.

STARVATION

There are old people in Dublin
who are on the verge of starva-
tion not just to-day, but every day.
Because they are undernourished
—polite word that—ithey feel cold
and damp penetrating their bones.
Because they are cold they need
warm clothes and a fire, neither of
which they can afford. They need
changes of clothes as you and I
do. They need to change sheets
and to wash blankets. How can
they do all these things if they
have only one set of things—or
none at all? When you are old
and podf in the city of Dublin,
where one in three people own a
car of their own, the simple basic
needs of our old people have to
be done without.

THE VAGRANT

THERE are over 1,000 vagrants sleeping rough in Dublin alone.
The plight of the vagrant poor is one of the most desperate of

all of our social evils. Due to their way of life they became anti-
social—so that the normal means administered by the State do not

affect them.

Vagrants differ from itinerants condition of

in 2 number of aspects. Itinerants
are social and have maintained an
historical identity through several
generations. They also have a
very strong ethical code. Itinerants
are almost completely illiterate.

Vagrancy is an altogether differ-
ent phenomenon. The majority of
vagrants have an education of
sorts. most of those I spoke to had
rttended school up to the age of
16 years. Most of them have opted
out of society, due to the fact that
they cannot cope with the social
and emotional aspects of the situa-
tion they find themselves in.

FACTORS

A combination of this inade-
quacy and bad luck produce the

THE PRICES RACKET

IN MY mother’s hey-day in Dublin, two papers were in circula-
tion, one called ‘Paddy Kelly’s Budget’ and the other called
‘The Eye Opener’. They were short-lived although they enjoyed

vagrancy  family
trouble” etc. We can discern a
number of factors in the formation
of vagrancy. The prisoner out of
jail, the patient out of hospital or
mental asylum, the boy or ginl
out of remand home, find them-
selves with nowhere to go, no
family to turn to, no money to fall
back on. Two nights sleeping
rough, and their appearance and
records are guarantee enough of
constant unemployment.

So begins for them the vicious
circle of impoverishment, isolation
and probably alcoholism. Unfor-
tunately the inadequacy which led
them into jail or mental home 1s
hardly likely to have been reme-
died there. The position of the
female vagrant is far worse tham
that of the male. Unable to protect

much popularity. Their contents were mainly amusing political

and personal comment and local history.

herself against extortion, often rid-
den with syphilis, she is the per-
fect example of degradation. There
are no official agencies which are
of any use to her, for she 15 In-
capable of raising herself as she
was of preventing her decline.

NO WELFARE
BENEFITS

The whole vagrant class are
living outside the institutional or-
ganisation of society and conse-
quently do not benefit from any ot
its welfare systems. Hostels such
as The Iveagh, The Legion of
Mary, Morning Star, St. Vincent
de Paul, offer accommodation to
vagrants. While these hostels offer
warmmth, a clean bed, hot water
and food, they tend to expose vag-
rants to tensions that their own
emotional deficiencies cannot cope
with. Their personal inadequacies
are only felt more in an institution
where there are restrictions that
must be obeyed. A vagrant, not
surprisingly, reacts unfavourably

become increasingly popular, plus
concern at the continued unpopu-

lar price increases.

Last year the cost of living went
up by 9.1% and the cost of food
went up by 11%. Workers and the
general public are constantly being
told that high prices are due to
high wages and that if wages could
he controlled the cost of living will

to discipline and order. Their way
of life and the sole consolation for

it, drink, ensure that they are un-

able to better their condition.

The availability of cheap wine
or meths., make the wino — the
alcoholic vagrant insensible to the
physical and mental degeneration
he is undergoing.  Long nights
spent in tenement doorways or rat-
infested abandoned houses are too
destructive of even the strongest
constitutions for there to be much
hope of integrating the vagrant
into society.

SIMON COMMUNITY

The Simon Community is the
only organisation which deals ex-
tensively with these people. "t has
as its headquarters two houses on
the quays, where vagrants can bed
down on an old mattress on the
floor and, in addition to this, they
have a soup run to hand out food
and clothing to the city’s vagrants.

I went with them—a visit to
Hell. As we stopped at each point
of call — there they were, the

SACRED COW

Prices control is therefore im-
possible under capitalism, since
the sacred cow profit must not be
haltered. The only section of the
community whose earnings can be
controlled without too much diffi-
culty are the workers. Through-

out Europe workers are being
asked to curb wage demands in

winos, the losers—they came stum-
bling out of the darkness.like bit
players from a constant nightmare.
The walking wounded of our city
—the down-and-outs whose pillow
is some cold hallway of a Dublin
tenement. They came forward out
of the Shadow as they always do
for the bowl of soup and breal
they are sure of every night.

SURVIVE

The group I travelled with
brought help to 40 people, men
and women spread out over a
large area of the city. One of the
group, a young doctor, confided
to me—‘when I first started at this
work 1 had the idea that I could
talk some of them round, rehabili-
tate them—but 1 have given that
up. Now we just try to help them
survive another night and another
day.”

The last call was to an old man
who looked over 70. He was stan-
ding against an old broken down
car too cold to sleep, too tired to
move. In his eyes was the look of
a man who had been looking at

his own scaffold.

By MAIRIN MOONEY

monopoly, smaller supernmarkets
soreech. “they are pointing the
guns at us . This, of course, }]1%
only capitalist sour grapes. simpl)
because they are not on the win-
ning side.

UNDERPAID

There is only one thing the

workers can do on the capitalist
to guard

cound-a-bout. That 15

again encroachments on 'thcﬁir liv-
ing standards by organising '%1}1-:
fighting the war on Wd ges. The
1.H.A. would do well to print In

“The Eye Openér not only the

Now ‘The Eye Opener’ has re-appeared fon the scene. The new
publication of the Irish Housewives Association is anything but

amusing, but will none-the-less be extremely popular. Its grim
ere described at a press conference as a “further step in

‘ot increase. Other sections call the interest of competitiveness.
for price control. But Mr. Guy [n effect they are hr&ityg q;l:led to
Jackson, Managing Director of work harder for less in order tO
Guinness’s, and as such an expert — make capitalism work.

on these matters, said in a moment thiidn Do with the attacks

contents w _

of truth, “Manufacturing Tihets- Lers living standards go the : ~wand in super-

th rices” e main objection to the prices  B% s Thi at Quinn, prices being charge being

e war on p . trie’s main 0Dbj€ 10111 L war f - big mergers. While Pa.t} = e arkets. Laltiie the wages being

Ta a na 1 < . ; 3 F naoe Tk 1S, 3 e » are

“Prices”’ laced “referen- cisely because of the referendum control pﬂht?’ Wﬂf tarnﬁt control.  Galen Weston and Btl'ﬂtllnw l:;lr:l yaid to the workers “hﬂ- Fl{

Priots” guey oSS =3 : effect a_policy O, 1 fit shove millions across the DO L <]y vearworked and underpaid.
and the common market that Those who forget the m%g of pro O eir never-ending game of grossly ©

dum” and “common market” as

it 1 , i yeri
topic number one. Yet it is pre- do so at their own [

prices as a conversation piece have
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REVIEW

BY A. RAFTERY

NAVAN AND IRISH MINING
Documentation Of An £850 Million Robbery
By The Resources Study Group

THIS is unquestionably one of the best researched and most

revealing documents on the way

country are being sold out 0 the big monopolies.

At school we were always told
that Ireland had no natural min-
eral wealth. Now we find that
Ireland is a bonanza for thé min-
ing companies and that at Navan

_we have the world’s largest lead/

zinc mine.

When this subject was discussed
for the first time on television the
representatives of the mining com-
panies became hysterical and abu-
sive. On the second occasion they
tried to give a different image by
putting on the “smoothies™ like
Nicholas Leonard.

FACTS

No matter what they did they
couldn’t get away from the facts,
and this excellently produced pam-
phlet gives them all. Its strength is
that it uses the mining companies
own figures.

The pamphlet proves that the
contention that there is any signi-
ficant Irish control over the opera-
tion of these mines is completely

talse.

The profits from the mines are
untaxed. Here are some figures of
profits per worker :

Tynagh: Untaxed protit per
worker per week: £ 194.

Silvermines: £ 125.

Bennetsbridge: £ 445.

Ballynoe: £1,431 !

The miners earn taxed wages of
£ 27 per week!

STARTLING

The wealth generating potential
of the known mineral resources of
the 26 «cos. stand at approx
£ 2,459,600,000.

If the output of the possible zinc
smelter were processed completely
in Ireland the output would be in
the region of £300 million per
vear |

This pamphlet proves conclu-
sively that the Irish people are be-
ing robbed. Not only does it do
that but it shows how present
Government policy towards the
economy is designed on the Laz-
arus principle. Irish capitalists who
are prepared to go along with the
rape of the country will get the
crumbs from the monopolies table.

The call in this pamphlet for the
nationalisation of the mining in-
dustry is one that should be im-
mediately taken up by the Labour
movement, before it is too late.

With entry into the E.E.C. the
drive by the monopolies to take
over Ireland will be intensified.

The mines are a good place to
start fighting back.

WORLD WAR THREE?
BY GEORGE JEFFARES

ATHER than lose face over Vietnam, Nixon has brought us
to the brink of World War 2. The arguments he has used to

justify his latest escalation—the

protection of the remaining US

troops in Vietnam and the release of the US POWS — were
described by Shirley Chisholf, the black Democratic presidential
candidate, as “hare-brained gibberish in defence of a garishly

obscene fantasy’.

The fact is, it is Nixon himself who, by playing politics with
the POW’s, is keeping the key turned on them. Who ever heard
of POW’s being released before a war was over?

Every tactic the US has used to
bring the Vietnamese to their
knees has failed — from Eisen-
hower’s oniginal sabotage of the
1954 Geneva Agreements which
called for elections to reunite Viet-
nam, to Kennedy’s “special war’,
to Johnson’s bombing of the North,
to Nixon’s extension of the war to
Laos and Cambodia, and now to
Nixon’s “Vietnamisation” which
has ended in a complete debacle.

All the US has to show for it are
13 million tons of explosives drop-
ped since 1965 (including a ton
every minute Nixon’s been in
oftice), 23 million bomb craters,
1.5 million dead Vietnamese, a
seventh of South Vietnam deva-
stated by chemicals and 31 years
of her timber needs destroyed in
her defoliated or uprooted forests.

“And now it has come out that
Nixon has known all along that
Vietnamisation wouldn’t work.

SECRET

]wﬁ IH({:.:-t memo prepared for him
oY RKissinger in February 1969,
':'Gd. 1:{;‘?(’;1]1:'(] last month by the
Clﬂ:hm;{tun Post, tells how the
fn-ll'l “Qﬂl the Defence Department
hadrth ‘::‘H‘lh that Vietnamisation
Bkt Ufnm:,”thnt saturation
was futile. they wian populations
Mese Teg a the South Vietna-
Dur:ifitﬂnl};ll_dtmn would never be
Carried Short of total “annihilation
.m it over moye than a
‘ ‘m‘l*'%}ilt the Saigon gm,:.
Nixon . chancy at best”.

take gt ]{";1:;( ﬂ'il%fizﬁd that it would
% 232 Years to crush

the opposition. (The Joint Chiefs
of Staff, the “optimists” of Nixon’s
inner circle, claimed it would take
“only” 8.5 years!) Civilian experts
in the Pentagon told him that “the
external supply requirements of
the Vietcong/North Vietnamese
Army forces are so small . . . that
it is unlikely that any air inter-
diction campaign can reduce them
below the required levels™.
Despite all this, the memo con-

cluded: “The policy implications

of this view are more of the same
gradual US pressure and wholesale
US support for the war”. And
Nixon went along with it.

Nixon’s face-saving is taking a
terrible toll in human lives. Right
now he is rejecting the Vietna-
mese proposal for a coalition gov-
ernment to be set up in Saigon
which would include some of his
puppets as well as representatives
of the liberation forces.and. others.
His motive is suggested by a re-
port in the London “Evening
Standard” of May 9th which told
of an off-the-record brieting by
Kissinger to a select group of cor-
respondents during the early days
of the Nixon presidency: “Kissin-
ger was completely open about it;
one of his key phrases was the
‘acceptable interval’, by which he
meant that Washington could
agree to a coalition Government
subject to only one important pro-
vision. If the coalition led to a
Communist takeover of South Viet-
nam within 6 months, it would not
be acceptable to the Americans.
But if the takeover came, say in
6 vears, it would be unfortunate.
but the U.S. could live with it”.

in which the riches of our |

~ From the Big Smoke

BY JOHN RIDDY

“WHEN IS A BOMBER NOT A

REE MEN and a woman felt

they had to do something to
show where they stood. So they
decided to blow up a building in
London in protest. They armed
themselves with two plastic con-
tainers, full of petrol, two glass
bottles, and a large spanner. The
car they used belonged to one of
them, but carried false number
plates. Their effort at disguise con-
sisted of wearing trilby hats and
rubber gloves.

So then off they chugged around
London, looking for a suitable
building to go b-o-0-M ! | | Like
most people (in the Six Counties,
for instance) they were rank
amateurs, beginners in the game
of wviolent protest, and mnobody
need be surprised that certain er-
rors in planning soon became ap-
parent. First of all, they failed to
find an ideal building for their
bombs. And then they back-fired
the wrong way down the one-way
system in New Bond Street.

ARREST

The interest of a policeman was
agitated by all this law-breaking,
so he stopped the car, saw the
deadly equipment on the back
seat, took out his pencil and note-
book, and said, “Begging your
pardon, Sirs and Madam, but I'm
afraid 1 shall have to arrest you!”
(In Old Bond Street, where the
air one breathes consists of 33%%
Havana cigar smoke, 33%% the
rarest perfumes of Araby, and
3349, 22-carat gold dust, police-
men treat everyone, even crimin-
als, as if they were members of
the International Chamber of
Commerce. Or even sitting mem-
bers of the House of Lords.)

When the four defendants came
up before his noddy-ship at the
Central Criminal Court, it was re-
vealed that the eldest was 23, the
youngest, 19. Old enough to be
interned by Mr. Willie Whitelaw,
or jailed over here for at least
seven years at Her Majesty’s
pleasure. After all, Irish Republi-
cans have been imprisoned by the
British upper classes for consider-
ably less than this; for even pos-
sessing the materials that go into
the making of bombs.

On this occasion, however,
everyone  was understanding.
What if they had made bombs,
with the intention of blowing up
a building in central London?
Surely young people should be al-
lowed free expression in this most
democratic of countries, because,
if not, were we not sliding down
the slippery slope to totalitarian-
ism? Gad, ves! The upshot of all
the sweet reasonableness was that
the three men were each given a
12-month prison sentence, suspen-
ded for three vears, while the
woman was given a six months’
sentence, suspended for three
years.

Does this mean that we should
learn to love British “justice”?
Well, no-o — the potential bomb-
ers in question were not Irish, but
Britishers of Ukrainian parentage,
and the buildings they wished to
bomb were rented by the Soviet
Union.

IRATE CROSSMAN

Richard Crossman was very up-
set when he was sacked from the
editorial chair of the NEW
STATESMAN, and didn’t hesitate
to let everyone know his feelings.
And it was all so unnecessary. If
only people would read this
column carefully, the future would
become as olear to them as a
mountain stream in unpolluted
Albania. When Crossman first sat
in the editorial chair in Tudor
Street. 1 warned a) that he was

BOMBER™

too old, and b), that his brand of
avant garde Labour Party “social-
ism”, while being ideal for middle-
class radicals and liberals of
thirty to forty years ago, was
largely irrelevant to the middle-
class students of today.

I admitted that he was more
to the Left than Paul Johnson,
the much younger editor he
had replaced, but stressed
that he could never goO
as far Left as most students
wished. And students, I pointed
out, were the life blood of such
magazines as the NEW STATES-
MAN. I concluded that circulation
would fall, as the old faithfuls
from those wonderful Oxbridge
days in the Thirties passed on to
their due reward (as a particularly
unctuous vicar might say), and
failed to be replaced by new,
young readers.

Well, circulation did fall, by
7.000, and now the editorial chair
is occupied by vyoungish (38)
Anthony Howard, so it would seem
that the board of the NS has at
last decided to lend an eye to my
prognostications. But will Mr.
Howard be left-wing enough to
win new readers in the universi-
ties? Not sufficiently so for the
zany, ultra-leftists, I daresay, but
many moderates may find them-
selves captivated by his version of
righteous left-thinking. In the
meantime, Tony Howard should
keep a weather eye open for a
bolt-hole, for at least one knite
is being shampened in Tudor
Street, and the stab in the back
may come as early as 1974.

LEFTISH NAIVETY

Two more left-wing magazines,
INK and 7 DAYS, have bit the
dust of the bankruptcy courts.
Each had approximately £20,000
owing to creditors when the final,
expensively produced issues hit
the streets. Unlike the IRISH
SOCIALIST, or any other Com-
munist newspaper in the capital-
ist world, the ultra-leftish press
seems to depend on sponsorship
from rich sympathisers and im-
probable advertising. They live
and leam, I suppose. But how
naive can you get? |

WITHOUT COMMENT

(Daily Mirror, Friday,
May 12, 1972)

RINCE PHILIP came up with
two ways out of Britain’s des-
perate  unemployment problem
yesterday—join the Army or emi-
grate to Australia.

He made the suggestions while
touring dole queues in Sunderland,
Co. Durham, where one man in
ten is out of work.

But the Prince got a sharp re-
ply from semi-skilled rope worker
Jim Simpson when he mentioned
Australia.

“They dont want labourers
there.” said- Jim. “All their adverts
are for skilled men.”

And later, father-of-four Jim, 39,
of Hedworth Square, Sunderland,
said: “It's a bit disheartening for
blokes on the dole when he says
a thing like that.

“T was born and bred in Sunder-
land and don’t want to leave. It’s
a drastic state of affairs when you
cant get a job in your own
country.”

There was another frosty reply
for the Duke when he chatted with
ex-paratrooper Ken Burrell, 35.

Ken, of Gladstone Street, Sun-
derland, said he had been jobless
since being discharged from the
Army after being wounded in Cyp-
rus ten years ago.

Prince Philip asked: “What are
vou doing about it?” And Ken

replied: “Ive had to start tea-
leafing—thieving.”

There was no response from the
Prince, so Ken told of his injuries
from shrapnel in the shoulder,
chest, lungs and pelvis, and his
£ 180-a-year pension.

Prince Philip said: “Well, at
least they give you a little some-
thing.”

Passing along the dole queue,
the Prince told Herbie Smith, of
Knox Square, Sunderland: “The
Army—now there’s a job for you.”

TOLD

Herbie, who had to quit his job
as a trainee miner because the
dust troubled his chest, said later:

“I told the Prince I went to the
recruiting office last week and
they told me to come back in a
few week’s time.

They could tell I wasn’t deadly
interested. It’s not as if the Army’s
a secure job at the moment.”

EAST GERMAN
PEACE COUNCIL
PROTESTS ON

NORTH

PEACE COUNCIL OF THE
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

108 Berlin,
Clara-Zetkin-Strasse 103
STATEMENT

N-the oeccasion of the anniver-

sary of the assassination of
James Connolly, hero of Irish
independence struggle, the Peace
Council of the German Democratic
Republic should like to pronounce
its strong concern about the dis-
turbing situation in Northem
Ireland, its indigation at British
military violence' against the pro-
gressive forces who are fighting
oppression and discrimination, its
disgust at the unleashing of hatred
and civil war.

British imperialism has resorted
to neocolonialist methods and to
the policy of “Divide and Rule”
in launching a straightforward
campaign against the population
of Northern Ireland. The brutal
steps taken against social equality,
the open discrimination pursued
against Nonthern Irish citizens,
and the suppression of democratic
liberties are rousing anger not only
among the people of Northern
Ireland.

o L.} L=

The democratic world public,
the peace forces of all countries,
including the Peace Council of
the GDR, demand immediate
withdrawal from Nonthern Ireland
of all British occupational troops,
immediate lifting of any discrim-
maton against Northern Irish
citizens, and immediate cessation
of any persecution and torture of
civil rights fighters.

Peace and security cannot be
restored until the people of North-
ermm Ireland are allowed to decide
their own destiny.

The Peace Council of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic con-
veys to the people of Northem
Ireland with whom it is linked by
bonds of friendship greetings of
solidarity and best wishes for fur-
ther success in the struggle for
freedom and independence.

Please accept our friendly greet-
Ings,

PEACE COUNCIL OF THE GDR

Signed : Professor G. Drefahl,
President.
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THE RENTS STRIKE and MOLLOY’S CONTEMPT

FOR

rent strike would soon be called.

The Minister for Local Government, Mr. Molloy, must have
regarded these threats with some contempt when he refused to
reconsider his decision to add 4p per room to the rents of all houses
built before 1956. Maybe he’s sorry now, maybe he’s not. One
way, or another, he now has a rent strike on his hands,

The rent strike may have sur-

prised Mr. Molloy and company
but it can’t have surprised him
any more than it surprised some

of

the associations attached to

N.A.T.O. So surprised were some
of them that they failed to organ-
ise a proper campaign of resist-
ance. Outside of arranging for
their members to partake in the
protest march to the City Hall
placing pickets on local rent
offices, nothing else was arranged.

In my own association this was

very much the case and confusion
reigned for a short time. The

authorities took full advantage of
this first and natural confusion
and added to it by spreading false
rumours. The first of these ru-
mours was leaked to the press and
was to the effect that most ten-
ants were sending their rents in

by post.

DIDN'T WORK

Strangely enough (or maybe
not so strangely) when the people
in the North of Ireland went on
a rent and rates strike, the British
Army spread the same rumour
hoping to panic the people into

By JOHN MONTGOMERY

some years now [Dublin Corporation tenants have heard
periodic threats from N.A.T.O. spokesman who said that a

breaking the strike. It didn't work
there and it isn't going to work in
Ballytenmot.

The people of N.I. overcame the
confusion by getting stickers prin-
ted saying “I'm on a Rent and
Rates strike” and asked the people
to display them in their windows.
The B.C.A. have asked their mem-
bers to do the same. Note—The
bosses North and South behave
in the same way and the workers
North and South retaliate in a
similar fashion. There must be a
lesson there somewhere for all the

reformers who think class war is
dead.

Contusion had also been caused

by a lack of information on why
the stnike took place and what
were the demands being made of
the Minister and the Corporation.
Some people thought it was only
the people who were charged the
4p per room who were on strike
and at times it seemed as if every-
body believed that everyone else
was on strike but they themselves
were exempt.

MEETINGS

THis confusion was overcome by
a series of meetings which ex-

L

plained that the 4p per room was
not the issue but merely the final
straw which brought the fssue to
a head. The issue, it was ex-
plained, did not stant last month
but began back in 1966 when the
then Minister for Local Govt., Neil
Blaney (that well-known Repub-
lican) decided to commemorate 50
years of Irish freedom by sending
a directive to all City and County
Manageys to immediately increase
all rents and put all tenants not on
differential rents onto that system
at once,

Negotiations took place between
Blaney and the tenants delegates
but Neil stood firm—mnot an inch
—Negotiations dragged on and on
and then in October 1967 the ten-
ants lost patience and called a
march in protest and the tenants
won. Kevin Boland, who took over
the Ministry, promised, like his
predecessor that in future rents
would remain static, only rates

would rise.
Now in this year of Jack Lynch
1972 and with the evictor Boland

plete new system of rent, That
ront  should be assessed on  the
enrnings of the tenant and not of
his whole famlly. That when @
tenant dies the tenancy continues
in the family and without chang-
ing to a higher scale rent as at
present, Demands arve that the
specifled amount of money for
malntadnance of houses be in-
creased and that amount spent on
them and not as now milked off
and spent élsewhere,

These and other demands are
being made now and merely be-
cause Mr, Molloy stirred a nest of
sleeping hornets and drive them
to fight, He should have had more
sense but we have stopped expec-
ting that from Robert and his
friends.

MISTAKES

His first mistake was to attack
us and his second was to allow
us to recover from our Initial
shock, We weren't ready and we
made 1istakes but we have

poriation tenants In the past Jew
wooks and the others which are at
present  being  prepared, will be
carrled out,

Defeat means that we will have
displayed to all authorities, both
[}Iljl“{'. and private that we are un-
willing to fight for our rights and
refuse to support those pufr.[_l']l:
who are wiling to fight,

In fact, if we are dedeated w
will be showlng all owr eneinies
that we are defenceless and when
they get that message heaven help
ug all,

SCALES

Some people may think that
only those on rent strike will suf-
fer but this is far from true, The
aim of Mr. Molloy, Mr. Macken
and all their cronies is to get all
Cormpo tenants on to the high C
scale rent and if we are defeated
they will not ask whether or not
you supported the strike, Al will

gone the way of all good Repub-

licans, the present Minister robber
I believe that

Molloy, (sorry,
should be Robert), has decided to
flex his muscles and take us on.

learned from them and we will
not make those mistakes again.
We will make others but we will
overcome them too and in the end
Robert and his ilk will see that we
can not be defeated bhecause de-
feat is a luxury we cannot afford,

be regarded as the unprotected
spoils of war and the Government
and City Hall have shown us many
times before that when they are
victorious they loot their victims
mercilessly,

For these reasons we mustn’t be

FIGHT

Now that N.A.T.O. has decided
to fight (or has been pushed into
fighting by Mr. Molloy) they have
decided to go the whole hog and
fight for all that should have been
fought for years ago. The working
class are always slow to anger.

Now the demand is for a com-

Victory means that not only
have we won certain immediate
demands but it also means that
we have proven that the Tenants
Associations are at last strong
enough and willing enough to
stand up and defend their mem-
bers.

Deteat means that the many
threats of eviction made to Cor-

Al

defeated, For these reasons we
will not be defeated,

As 1 said betore we were un-
prepared and confused at the be-
ginning but we have recovered
now and I think Robert is on his
way to defeat and who knows
maybe this time next year when
he has been sacked by Tsar Jack
he too will be telling us at ;
grea i ;

.-# ;
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THE GOVERNMENTS ATTACK ON EDUCATION

— leachers Fight Back

HAVE not always felt that the A.S.T.I. (Association of
Secondary Teachers of Ireland) was a particularly progressive

body, but after their convention
a new militancy is developing
reasons for this, reasons which

this year it has become clear that
in their ranks. There are good
to other groups of workers with

longer trade union experience (the A.S.T.I. only became a trade
union two years ago) might seem astonishingly basic. What trade
unionist, after all, would contemplate working longer hours with

an increased workload without a corres

[ ]

Ing increase in pay?

This is what the Minister, Padraig (“No letters to the papers,
please) Faulkner is daring to ask the secondary teachers to do.

Of course, many secondary
teachers already teach more than
the required minimum and this
change in the regulations would
not be the most serious aspect of
the proposed changes.

A more seriously damaging pro-
posal is that which requires secon-
dary schools actually to reduce the
number of teachers they employ.
The Government has done this by
raising the quota of pupils for
every recognised teacher from 15
to 20. The consequence of this
is to reduce in most schools the
range of subjects available for
study, just at a time when the
Minister’s other face declares the
need for greater expansion of the
curriculum and more individual
attention to pupils’ special needs.

Apart from those teachers who
will be laid-off because of this
development there will be hun-
dreds more who are just finishing
their diploma year who will have
nowhere to go except the Liver-
pool boat. As if we did not have
too few teachers as it is!

FIGHT

It is heartening to see that the
A.S.T.I. has decided to fight this
disgracefully retrograde step by
strike action. Such a strike would
be clearly seen as a blow struck
in defence of the rights of all Irish
secondary pupils, who are the real
victims in the present situation.

Previous teachers’ strikes have
not always aroused the amount of
sympathy from the general public
that they should have., Irritated
parents who like to feel that there
are self-sacrificing, idealistic people
in the world, tend to view with
superior disapproval strikes by the
teaching profession over sordid
matters such as wages and differ-
ential salary structures.

The present issue, however, is
very clearly about educational
standards and as such deserves the
sympathetic understanding and
support of all parents. It may also
arouse in the Irish people an
awareness of what is being done
to them, namely that the services
which govern the qualiy of life

for the mass of the Irish people,
such as hospitals, schools and
recreation centres, are being dras-
tically pinched, halted or run-
down in the interests of those who
prefer to see money spent on the
enforcement of law and order by
the police and army, and on the
emergency situation likely to arise
if unemployment continues to
climb.

SUPPORT

It is the solemn duty of Irish
citizens from all sections of our
society to take a stand against
those forces which by means of
our ‘Government’ are seeking to
check the proper development of
[rish society. The three main
teachers’ organisations, the
A.S. T.I., V.T.A, and IN.T.O. are
in the best position to defend
whatever progress has been made
in Irish education over the last
two or three decades against the
bureaucratic ignorance and de-
structiveness of the Deparament
of Education.

It is their duty to demand to be
consulted on the Department’s
plans for Irish education. How,
for instance, will the ten million
pounds that the Government
hopés to have by this new move
actually be spent? It is the right
and duty of these organisations to
know this since the livelihoods of
their members as well as the well-
being of their pupils depend on
such decisions.

DETERIORATION

It seems depressingly likely that
conditions in Irish schools are
likely to deteriorate rather than
improve, over the next few years,
The massive indifference of the
Minister towards the desperate
problems of our reform schools
and our primary schools suggests
as much. At their convention this
year, many primary teachers de-
cided to refuse to take classes of
forty and over. If they stand by
this decision, it would do more to
shift the inert weight of the
Department than twenty bombs.
If these teachers are backed by
parents and the school managers,
more will be accomplished for
primary schools in one year than
has been accomplished since the
foundation of the State.

Since education is not in Ireland
directly related to the profitability
of big business, it is unlikely that
it will receive much attention from
the kind of Government we have
in power at the moment, As long
as there are the handful of special-
ists and executive personnel pro-
duced by our educational machine
each year, business interests v}r:ll
be content that enough is being
spent on education.

EMIGRATION

Within the E.E.C. with the in-

By DENIS FITZPATRICK

will be irrelevant since skilled jobs
will be increasingly filled by the
nationals of those countries such
as Britain, Holland, Belgium and
Germany with advanced training
opportunities, while the Irish will
be left to fulfil their traditional
rfle of nomadic unskilled lab-
ourers.

QOur reactionary politicians and
their financiers understand that
little education is required for this
and so I can see the present
stagnation in education continuing
indefinitely.

Clearly only unity on a broad
front is going to impress the
forces now ranged against the
Irish people and as a first step
towards such unity the teachers
organisations, A.S.T.L, V. T.A. and
IN.T.O. should consider how
much more closely they might col-
laborate to defend their jobs apd
their pupils. Only by such unity
and with the alliance of student
organisations and parents can the
Irish people defend their future,
T A ANV AN Sy SN AN S S
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NEXT MONTH:
THE NATIONAL WAGE
AGREEMENT
By
SAM NOLAN
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creased mobility of labour a new g WAL m; gugum#“ ¢ :;
factor in the situation, the educa- Mmmh Lane, ™

tional achievements of the Irish

‘




Title: Irish Socialist, No. 116
Organisation: Communist Party of Ireland
Date: 19/

Downloaded from the Irish Left Archive.
Visit www.leftarchive.ie

The Irish Left Archive is provided as a non-commercial historical
resource, open to all, and has reproduced this document as an ac-
cessible digital reference. Copyright remains with its original au-
thors. If used on other sites, we would appreciate a link back and
reference to the Irish Left Archive, in addition to the original cre-
ators. For re-publication, commercial, or other uses, please con-
tact the original owners. If documents provided to the Irish Left
Archive have been created for or added to other online archives,
please inform us so sources can be credited.


https://www.leftarchive.ie

	IMG_0755
	IMG_0756
	IMG_0757
	IMG_0758
	IMG_0759
	IMG_0760
	IMG_0761
	IMG_0762
	IMG_0763

