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uUPON THIS ROCK..

( Tue Divorce Rercrenoum)

Many activists and observers on the losing side of the divorce
referendum have responded to the result as if it had changed
things, as if it had established a Catholic state for a Catho-
lic people. In fact it was a purely conservative result.

Legislation by referendum is not designed to facilitate rapid
change. The referendum is the most conservative of legislative
devices, as the history of Switzerland clearly demonstrates.

The Catholic state for the Catholic people was the achievement
of the national revolution which was won sixty five years ago.
The abolition of divorce was one of the first acts of the ind-
ependent political power of pnationalist Ireland. It is there-
fore very odd that commentators such as Michael D. Higgins, who
are nationalists to the core, should have responded as petul-
antly as they did to the referendum result. (If Michael D.
thinks that June 26th was anything other than a decision by the
people that the kind of state which they made for themselves in
the first generation after the revolution remains basically the
kind of state which they want two generations later, omne wonders
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what strange notions of the national revolution he communicates
to his students.)

Maurice Manning had personal reasons for being upset by the
decision of the people of the Republic to stay with the social
values of the national revolution. His job in recent months
has been to tell the British fairy stories about the Republic
in order to keep up their enthusiasm for the Hillsborough
Agreement.

We thought that he was fooling the Brits. But it now looks

like he was fooling himself.

His article in the Irish Independent on June 28 was entitled:
"Now The Bishops Must Count The Cost Of Victory'". He wrote:

"rhe Bishops put the full weight of their authority
against the proposal; ...and they have won overwhelm-
ingly. That much is clear.

ST

"what is not so clear is what the Bishops will do
with this victory or if they have fully counted the
cost of the victory itself and of some of the methods
used to attain it.

"From a political point of view, the most significant
intervention in the entire campaign came from the
Cardinal Primate, Dr. O'Fiaich. What was most signi-
ficant about his weighty condemnation of the divorce
proposal was that he made no attempt whatsocever to
address the question of the rights of the minority
churches within the Republic.

"This is especially stark in view of the fact that
all of the minority churches had spoken out in favour
of the proposal..."

That is the very silly argument of a politician who has been
let down by the people, and who has lost face before the

British whom he has been spinning yarns to for the past twelve
months.

The 'bther churches" are about 4% of the population and falling.

Is it reasonable to expect that a Prince of the Roman Catholic
Church should, amidst the most Catholic people on earth, dis-
card Catholic social doctrine with regard to marriage law 3

snd give precedence to the views of th i ?
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Mr, Manning, in his fit of pique, says that, because divorce
has been rejected, no change in marriage law is possible: "One
option not open to the Church is its own seemingly preferred
solution of civil nullity". He gives no serious reason for
this. He just says that a civil annulment "creates as many
problems as it resolves since it wipes out the rights of the
first family, makes children illegitimate, and the process it-
self is fractious and humiliating toat least one of the spouses”.
Mr. Manning needs to brush up on the theology of "the common
good" befiore he pontificates on these matters.

The Church bases itself on the notion of "the common good" and
keeps free of the endless ramifications of individual rights.
Many individuals would be hard done by if the Dail decided to
bring civil annulment into correspondence with Roman annulments
as a way of clearing up the anomalies which now arise. But the
great central Catholic jdea of the indissoluble marriage would
retain its public status in the life of the nation.

And of course property would remain intact. In this great
property-owning democracy, created by A.J. Balfour through the
1903 Land Act, the essential requirement is that property
should remain inctact. The one enduring inheritance from the
Gaelic past in the Irish countryside is a horror of the sub-
division of land. It is an inheritance by contraries. The
people of Gaelic Ireland lacked an individual sense of property,
and therefore as tenmant-farmers in the 18th and early 19th
centuries they facilitated the random sub-divisions of the rack-
renting system, which led to the Famine.

The economic structure of present-day Ireland began around 1850
with "The League Of North And South" - a tenant right movement

in which the peasantry of the South caught the bourgeois spirit
of property from the tenant-right movement of Protestant Ulster.
Ever since then the maintenance of landed property has been the
basic economic impulse in Southern society.

Divorce raises the prospect of sub-division. Annulment does
not. Annulment decrees that no marriage existed, and therefore
implies no property settlement. Annulment leaves both the ideal
and the material intact.

We must agree with Mr. Haughey that many people in the Coalition
have lost contact with the realities of Irish life We may wish
that the realities were unot what they are. But what has been
demonstrated by the refersndum is that people who do oot start
from the realities cannci change them.
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Mr. Manning again: "“The Cardinal®s position is all the more
striking because... his own Archdiocese crosses both sides of
the partition. In addition, he, more than most, has been
deeply involved in the attempt to find peace and reconciliat-
ion in Northern Ireland".

People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones, What
is disrupting peace and reconciliation in the North just now
is not the Cardinal's honest stand on divorce but the Agree-
ment in which Mr., Manning is heavily involved and about which
the Cardinal has been very lukewarm. The chief result of the
Agreement so far has been 2 revival of the sectarian assassi-
nations which had all but disappeared last year. And the
effect of the referendum will be to weaken the hand of Mr.
Manning, Mr. FitzGerald and Mr. Spring under the Agreement, to
ease the provocation which the Inter-Governmental Conference
offers to the Uniomist people, and to make the development of
peace and reconciliation more possible than it has been since
last November,

This statement is made in the editorial of the Irish Indepen-
dent on June 28th:

"Tt will be said that the Catholic Church, its bishops
and its clergy exercised an undue influence in their very
committed campaign against the introduction of any form
of divorce.

"That view is insupportable. The Church's teaching on
divorce is as well known as it is worldwide. It has a
right and a duty in this country as elsewhere to place
its moral teaching on the record in any public debate.

""his the Catholic Hierarchy did with great vigour...

'They are to be commended for the responsibility of their
conduct in this referendum campaign."

We cannot disagree with a word of that. Nobody in Ireland has
valid grounds for being ignorant of the doctrines of the Cath-
olic Church and the obligations of its Hierarchy.

Alcongside this editorial of the Independent was a long article
by Consar Cruvise D'Brien.

It is strange that Dr. O'Brien can write as he does He was a
sericr civil servant of ths Republic w~hen it was e much more
Thevcughly Catholic state than it is now, and when Fianna Fail
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wag in its prime, And he must have been a supplier of anmuni-
tion to the great Anti-Partition Campaign of 1949-50, which all
parties took part in on the assumption that the 1937 Constitu-
tion was entirely suitable for a 32 county Republic.

The article is a bitter and unintelligent tirade against "the
Grand Alliance betwen the Catholic Hierarchy and Fianna Fail":

vHurting Fine Gael, and splitting it, and beating it on

the Referendum, and weakening its leader, were all fully
comprehensible and acceptable as tactical steps towards

the supreme end of reinstating Fianna Fail as the party

of govermment.

"As against that, such consideration as the sufferings of
a small minority of people whose marriages have broken up
could not be expected to weigh very heavily. When we are
talking about Fianna Fail grassroots members - and about

the party‘s leader as well — we are talking about politi-
cally hungry people; the hungriest in the land, famished
political hyenas, one and all" etc. etc.

This is spleen. It has nothing to do with objective reality.
Dr. O'Brien is incapable of admitting that the people, whose
social development has been intimately bound up with the
Catholic Church for a century and a half, gave serious consid-~
eration to a proposal to introduce a Protestant marriage law
(and a very miserable one) and rejected it,

"As a result... our overtures - such as they were - to
the Northern Protestants are now stripped of their last
vestige of credibility.

“We are now seen by our former well wishers in that commu-
nity as essentially a catholic State, seeking to expand
its power over protestant territory. This is, of course,
an oversimplification.”

This is embittered party feeling running amok. The comprehen-
sive loss of Ulster Protestant vwell wishers" occurred with
dramatic suddenness on November i5th of last year. Dr. OBrien
must know that since he explained it very lucidly when he
wrote for the Irish Times. Since November the "well wishers"

have been a couple of eccentrics.

FitzGerald piayed the nati-
Haughey hes
The marital anoma-

Dr. O'Brien must also know how Dr.
onalist card in the referendum cumpaign. Mr
rightly described that as a great misiake,
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lies resulting from Church annulments should have been dealt
with strictly as an internal problem of the Republic. (These
are the only legal anomalies which result from the absence of
divorce. Extra-marital unions are not legal anomalies, but are
voluntarily embarked upon.) The reason they weren't is that
the Coalition saw the divorce referedum as a tactic in its
Northern strategy.

If the referendum had been won, Mr. FitzGerald and Mr. Spring
would now be putting pressure on Mrs. Thatcher to tighten the
screws on the Unionists, and a very bloody July and August
would be in prospect. But because the referendum was lost
there is a reasonable possibility that the summer will be
comparatively peaceful.

Dr. O'Brien has lost his bearings as a political commentator
to such an extent that he comes out with historical nonsense
aecTardd®icsclle PReakigun betyaen BERlin and the Rest, which
was already apparent nearly a hundréd years ago in the Parnell
Split, when the rest of the country went along with the Hier-—
archy and Dublin held out".

There is no split between Dublin and the Rest. Dublin contin-
ues to be submerged in the rest. 1In this great metropolis,
with its large floating population, its various little coter-
ies of superior people, and its Anglo-Irish survivals, the
Church still holds the allegiance of the working class. Due
to the confusion of recent times it has suffered some loss in
the new housing estates - which it may well recover now that
the religious disorientation caused by Vatican 2 is over. But
the referendum shows that the traditional working class of
Dublin retains its intimate relationship with the Church.

The Parnell Split was a very complex affair, as Dr. O'Brien
should know. He has chosen to misrepresent it in a gross
oversimplification because the behaviour of the people makes
him feel bad. The remarkable thing is that the blind alleg-
iance to Parnell in Dublin did not generate anti-clericalism.
During the fifteen years following the death of Parnell the
nationalist movement was completely subordinated to the
Church, and it was Dublin that became the bastion of Catholic
nationalism. Serious resistance to the subordination of nat-
ionalism to religion was offered only in Cork, which had pot
indulged in blind Parnell worship in 1891,

The first great obstacle to secularisation is that our metro-
polis does not behave as other metropolises, and exert an

enlightening influence on the rest of the society. It tail-
ends the rest of the society.
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There has been talk of the existence of divorce law in other

Catholic societies. _
was introduced with the approval of the Church in those socie-

And there is an absurd suggestion that it

ties. But France, Italy and Spain produced powerful anti-
clerical movements, sustained them over long periods, and even
fought wars on the issue.

Jur bold reformers, however, evaded the issue, They thought .
they could outwit the Bishops and persuade people that Catholic
doctrine was not Catholic doctrine.

Perhaps we can now begin a genuine secularising movement , whi;h
proclaims its own principles and stands up for thgm instead o
pretending that what it stands for is a valid va?1ant of Catho-
licism, and which does not cry "foul" when the Bishops state
patent truths about Catholic doctrine.

JTALIKER
AND
PapamiLiTany PoLicine

In all the rumour and speculation about the Stalk?r Inquiry,
and the removal of Stalker from the inquiry, what is most
important and obvious has been missed by the press on both' .
sides of the Border, and of the water, It is that.an Englis
policeman was appointed to inquire into the operations of a
counter-insurgency force and to judge them - o
by the standards which are appropriate to civil policing.

As we go to print it looks very much as i£.Mr. Stalker.has i
been removed from duty because he did his job to conscientious
ly, and that an attempt is being made to fa?ricate a case
against him on other grounds to discredit him.

It may well be that Mr. Stalker has Irish nationalist sympath-
ies. The warmth with which Seamus Mallon speaks of him is
more than one would expect him to show towards som?body whoh
was just an honest English policeman. We do not d1§c9unt the
rumour that Stalker has nationalist sentiments. But 1f.he has,
we do not think the fact is of any significance. In this -
instance his nationalist senciments woculd only relnforce”?ls
conscientiousness in applying to the RUC the standards wiich
would be applicable to a civil police force.
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Mr. Stalker is not to be blamed for failing to apply double-
standards. Either the RUC is a civil police or it is some-
thing else, In fact it is something else, But this British
Government, like the last Labour Government, pretends that it
is a civil police force and that the war in Northern Ireland
is just an unusually high level of criminal activity. Imn other
respects - for example in the negotiation of the Hillsborough
Agreement - Whitehall engages in realpolitik - the politics of
reality - to the extent of implicitly treating IRA activity as
a war waged on behalf of nationalist Ireland. But in the
internal context of the UK it insists on an official pretence
that the war is mere criminal activity to be dealt with by
normal policing, while at the same time making practical
arrangements for the RUC to behave as a counter-insurgency
force.

Mr. Stalker is to be commended for not going along with this
duplicity, and for behaving as an honest policeman and invest-
igating RUC behaviour strictly according to the official
pretence that it is a civil police force.

Dr. FitzGerald's Government is now fully implicated in the
British duplicity with regard to the RUC, because under the
Hillsborough Agreement the RUC is in practice treated as the

basic counter-~insurgency force while at the same time being
depicted as a police force.

This messy business was started by Merlyn Rees and Harold
Wilson in 1974, when they decided to "Ulsterise the violence”.
This meant that responsibility for defending the state from
military attack was to be shifted gradually from the Army of
the state to the RUC and the Ulster Defence Regiment,

The UDR is a regiment of the British Army, and yet somehow it
is not. In any case it was quickly made ineffective by West-
minster sensitivity to SDLP criticism of it, and its main use
has been to provide soft targets for the IRA.

The understanding on the Dublin side of the Hillshorough Agree-
ment was that, while the UDR would remain in being for some
time, its operations would be policed by the RUC. In practice

that would mean that the UDR would become an auxiliary of the
RUC.

Merlyn Rees's "Ulsterisation of the violence" has been contin-
ued by Mrs. Thatcher and Mr. Hurd. And Mr. Hurd, who is now

Home Secretary and is reliably reported to be in favour of
breaking the Unior with Northern Ireland, has direct responsi-
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bility for the Stalker affair. (People who believe that
Britain does not have a national police force controlled by the
Home Secretary will believe anything) Since Mr. Burd is a very
competent individual, it is reasonable to suppose that the
Stalker affair has broken in a way that serves some purpose of
his, and that he is not displeased with the way it is dragging

on.

It appears that Stalker was going to recommend the prosecution
of a number of RUC men for engaging in counter-insurgency
operations. That was pot on because the RUC has during the
past ten years been deliberately developed as a counter-
insurgency force by Westminster, and it is much needed ?t
present to police the Hillsborough Agreement. Prosecutions
for counter-insurgency operations would be seen within the RUC
as the basest kind of double-dealing by the Government, and
would be liable to cause the force to dissolve back into the
Protestant community.

Alan Wright, spokesman of the Police Federation of Northern
Ireland,addressed the Police Federation in England a few weeks
ago. What he said was very significant jndeed. He adviged
the English police against agreeing to become an armed force
under any circumstances, and urged them take heed of the
example of the RUC.

For some time now there has been a conflict between the Chief
Constable of the RUC, Sir John Herman, and Alan Wright. Herman
has been trying to muzzle wright. And Wright has been trying
to protect the police force from being blackguarded by the.
Government and placed in impossible conditions. He.has.sald,
for example, that defence of an international frontier 1s t?e
proper business of the Army of the state, and not of a provin-
cial police force.

y as a policeman is that he is a
y. He has undoubtedly
ffair under the guidance

Hermon's most valuable qualit
pliable instrument of Government polic
been playing his part in the Stalker a
of the Govermment.

Hermon is not respected within the RUC. He is a? once a self-
righteous martinet and a bungler. His great delight has been
to make surprise visits to remote stations and dole out rep-
rimands for unbuttoned tunics. But when a Catho}ic in D?wn‘
patrick joined the RUC last year, his first postlng was in the
streets where he was born and reared, and led to his hasty .
resignation. The incident hardly encouraged further Catholic

enlistment.
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It is time that Northern politiclans gave intellegent support
to Alan Wright. The RUC cannot be both a counter<insurgency
force and a civil police force acceptable to both communities.
It should either be made into a proper police force which Mr.
Stalker might freely and conscientiously investigate, oT it

should be given legal immunity for counter-insurgency activity.

BRroTHER Taphe’s CoLumnN

Lo brother Taig, dost hear the decree?
rLilibulero Foldaraleel®

June 26th was the worst day for the stage-Irish since the
panning of divorce and the introduction of literary
censorship in the 1920s.

By "stage-Irish” 1 mean the Anglo-Irish remnants and the
small but pretentious fringe of nationalist society which
is influenced by them.

Yeats was the most substantial of the stage-Irish. There
is nobody to compare with him today. They all live in his
memory. They are all thrilled by his scolding of the
people: "You have disgraced yourselves again!" But there

is nobody amongst them with a fraction of Yeats's force in
them.

Yeats's scoldings were theatrical performances delivered on
theatrical occasions. The people, who were intent on
developing by their own lights, were untouched by them and
paid little heed to them. And it has now been demonstrated
that the people are still intent on living by their own
lights. The Anglo-Irish revival of the seventies, which
gprang up in the fissures caused by Vatican 2 and culmina-
ted last year in an embarrassing conglomeration of stage-
Irishness called "The Irish Mind", has passed them by.

The Editor of The Irish Times is a very poor relation of
Yeats. He is an Ulster Protestant who turned against his
own people and has done well out of running them down in
his editorials He has been living in a stage-~Irish
wondarland for many years Living in Dublin literary
circiss he made the natural mistake of supposing that
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Killiney was the cultural nucleus of nationalist Ireland. How
could such a great body of talented, enlightened and preten-
tious people not be the nucleus of any society in which they
existed? Douglas Gageby has spent the past ten years or so
showing up the bigotry of Protestant Ulster by contrasting it
with the urbane tolerance of Killiney and Dun Laoghaire, and
imagining that he was thereby contrasting Unionist Ireland
with nationalist Ireland.

But as polling day approached Mr. Gageby sensed that the
people were going to humiliate him before the English. THe
wrote in his eve-of-poll editorial: "It comes down to this.
What sort of people are we? ...Strong enough in our commit-
ment to our marriages and to our religious beliefs that we
can afford to do without the prop of the State? Or some-
thing guite different?" (1T, 25.6.86) .

Mr. Gageby could not, in his editorial on the result, say
"You have disgraced yourselves yet again!" Yeats was at
least an independent personal force, and out of that indeper-
dence he could pronounce judgement on & people of whom he
had thought that he was in some degree representative. But
what is Mr. Gageby that he should pronounce judgement on

the people? He is plenty of nothing.

The Irish Times editorial of June 28th is aggrieved.

There is a hint that it will be something more than aggrie-
ved - that it will answer its eve-of-poll question: what
sort of people are we?: “so the voters are saying: we have
two countries? It may well be.”

And on June 30th:

"The SDLP, according to John Hume, were very diéappointed
(a mild word) that the guestion of the North failed to be
a feature of the amendment debate... And the rights of
conscience of all Irish people..., were not a major factor
in the campaign. Neither was the question of the self-
confidence of the people to exercise their rights of
conscience without needing Acts of Parliament to help them
or make them do it. Mr. Hume might have added that those
elements and instincts used to be regarded as the epitome
of the Republican spirit...”

“The Catholic Church's views are one thing... But how
such views are to be implemented is another thing - by
laws, or by personal conviction...

"Tt has to be pointed out that not only Fianna Fail aban-
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doned the people of the North. Voices of weight were heard
carrying the same conviction from Fine Gael too. When Mr.
Barry or the Taoiseach draws to the attention of Mr. Tom
King someknomaly in the North, how much backing will they
feel they have from the Republic?

"The North has been let down. Perhaps Wolfe Tone should be
exhumed from Bodepstown and reinterred in Templepatrick or
Mallusk in County Antrim among the original republicans.”

Perhaps Mr. Gageby will follow through on that line of thought,
but past performance suggests that it is unlikely. The Rep-
ublic did not decide to become a Catholic state on June 26th.
It has never been anything but a Catholic state. The Irish
Times has been kidding itself about that for twenty years. It
will probably go back to kidding itself once the sense of
disappointment about the referendum wears off.

Here is an editorial by Denis Reardon, for a publication which
is}ﬁgfl known than the Irish Times but more influential:

Clara News - a magazine published in Ballydaly, Cullen and
Millstreet in Co. Cork. We quote from the issue of June 1lst.

"1Ye shall venture your all, lest ye lose what is more than
all', was Pearse's appeal which was answered by countless

men and women all over Ireland. They took on the might of
the British Empire because they were proud of being Irish and
saw no reason why Irishmen in their own land should bow their
heads or tilt their caps to any other person. Most of that
noble generation who took part in the War of Independence came
of a strong Catholic tradition and though they believed their
cause was just, they did not lightly come to the decision to
resort to arms. Indeed, as soon as the Troubles were over
most of these heroes returned to their original destinies of
trying to eke out a bare existence at home or abroad while
lesser people climbed on their backs to fame and fortune.
Tureengariffe, Clonbanin, Rathcoole, Drishanebeg were
destined to become household words all over Britain as reports
were published of Generals, Majors, 'Tans' and 'Auxies' fall-

ing at the hands of the small farmers and working men from
along the Cork-Kerry border...

"These men risked all to pass on to us a free, Independent
and {rish Ireland. Our fidelity.... demands of us not a

slavish imitation of modern developments but rather a will
and the enrgy to think through an appropriate response to

the Ireland of to-day. There is nothing with an Irish solu-
Tion to an Irish problem.
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"1 the Divorce Referendum approaches we must reflec? on this
and accept that an American, English, Frenqh‘or Itall;n solut-
jon will not be appropriate for Irish conditions. while most
will agree that people living in a dead marrlage'should be
allowed to end the heartache it must also be admitted that we
don't have the resources to support the consequences. Qulte
simply the Government just haven’g thought the whole thing 1
through and have rushed headlongllngo a maze of legal, moral,
social, financial, human and logistical cul-de-sacs. Apart
altogether from the 240,000 people who are unemployed the maj:
ority of those lucky enough to have Job§ qaqnot possibly supp
ort two families. So while we have politicians advocating
divorce they must know in their hearts that thanks largely to
their own incompetence, conditions in Ireland are far from
ideal to alleviate the consequences. pivorce would 1mmed1atelg7
require more than one abode. Where are the houses to come grom
How can our politicians say they want to redqce taxation an .
state-spending and then say they will have divorce. Poor pegp e
must have poor ways and we are poor pgople, We have exportel
much of our unemployment problem and imported billions to solve
our economic ones. This problem will have to be selved at home

God help us.

"It's vital, of course, that the cure be better tba@ the dl;—
ease and I have no doubt that the introduction of q;vorce will
put the frighteners on an awful lot of peop%e gnd tokens of
all I possess' will have a frighteningly chilling effect at
marriage ceremonies from here on in. It should alsoc haze a
sobering effect as partners who turned out much worse ttin
they were taken for will no longer be able to dominate the
other.

“Don't be surprised if, in time, arranged marriages will again
become common."”

Cork North-West topped the poll with a 78.5% vote agginst the
divorte amendment. Kerry North (the Tanaiste's constituency)

was not far behind, with 72.5%.

"The boys that beat the Black—-and-Tans are the boys from the
County Cork"”, as the somg puts it. If it had been left to )
Killiney there would have been no need of Black-and-Tans, be
cause Ireland would have become West Britain The.forces that
established the independent state have determiyed'lts deYelop—
ment - and they stall don't give a damn what Killiney things
of them.

!Despite the confusion of the Cathollc Chur;h during t;glgiit
fifteen years, and the apparent onset of 11be{ali;m,_ 1ﬁ 24
has been unable to influence even 1its ovn b§0n yard vJe
great shapeless city of publin. An Irish Times map on g?gl_]
28th shaded in the voting patterns arournd they:ougify&ha:dz it
is the only region shown with a "Yes' maJoIrdty ¢ whac @

{majority: yIt gas all ot 0.2%. (¥Yes: 49 .97, No: 49.7%; Spoiit

ivotes: 0.4%7 )
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Take Anglo-Ireland out of Dublin and it becomes just like the
rest of the country. As it is, five of the ten Dublin consti-
tuencies voted No. And Dublin Central voted No by 60%.

There is very little social similarity between Dublin Central
and Cork North West. And insofar as sheer clerical influence
determined the outcome, it was in Dublin rather than in Cork.

For all the poor mouthing of the Clara News, life is
pleasant, sociable and comfortable around there. Millstreet

runs an international Horse Show chiefly for its own enjoyment.

And the people, secure in the knowledge that they're the boys
that beat the Black-and-Tans, have a cosmopolitan appetite for
novelty and diversion. Irish, English or American, it is all
grist to their mill., And they reflect and consolidate their
way of life in numerous magazines, books and papers.

The massive vote against the amendment was not the result of
clerical dictation. The Catholicism of the area is the clos-
est one finds in Ireland to the traditional Catholicism of the
Continent. The clergy have their honoured place, but life is
not lived according to their instructions. And everybody
knows that the excommunications issued against anti-Treatyites
in 1921 were generally ignored by their grandparents, and that
a few years later it was more a case of the people agreeing to

overlook a mistake made by the Church than the Church absolv-
ing the people.

The clericalist excesses of the fifties were curbed in that
region, and for that very reason it was comparatively unaffec-
ted by the clerical confusion of the seventies. It has a way
of life with which it is content. And if changes are required
in the marriage law - and the Clara News is far from insisting
that no changes are needed - they must be approached very

differently from the way that Spring and FitzGerald, Desmond
and Barry approached them.

The nationalist card carries little

only because it knows that it, and the adjoining areas, fought

the war of independence while the rest of the country was

quiescent. It was very unwise of FitzGerald and Spring to

play the nationalist card. And when the nationalist line

;ng thihbi;ayze i:rm offputting the country on good behaviour
ore e Brits wa i

talty anti-brisent S fatal. Not that North Cork is espec-

The contrary is the case. But it won't
be put on good behaviour before anybody but itself,

The poll—tgpping anti divorce vote im Cork North West was not
an expression of sexual austerity. It has never been a sexu-
ally austere region. It tend

ust ed to the pleasures of th
very diligently even in the fifties. ) ¢ flesh

weight in North Cork - if
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It is remarkable that no eminent person commented during the
referenaum campaigrp that divorce is a phenomenon of Pur;tan

grotgstantasm in origin whils adultery is a Cathnlic pleasure
uai Lfgbe that nationalact Treland has zbsorbed the misevable
sutd@ oF Puratanicm without s 1aner principle, and that thé

i
]
=
=
s
2
E
=
=
§

T TR S ey a

BROTHER TADHG! N

Catholic Irish do not have the talent for enjoying adultery
that the Catholic Rench and the Catholic Italians have?
Perhaps that is so in a considerable degree., But we are certaln
that in the poll-topping region there was something of th? atti-
tude that it is possible to take one's pleasure without disrupt-
ing the family and disturbing property.

An Ulster Presbyterian leader of the United Iri?h found himself
exiled in France for ten years after the Rebellion, And what
struck him most forcefully about the French was the care they
took to arrange for pleasure. And, of course, the great Frencg
pleasure over many centuries was wholesale adultery of'the min
and extensive adultery of the body, with virtue mai?talned by
confession and the family preserved as a stable social unit.

Now that is a feasible way of life. And it is the.way of 1¥fe
that one would have expected to evolve in Ireland %f Cthollc—
nationalist development had continued without outside inter-
ruption for a few generations more.

The principle that pleasure and duty must be c?mbined in
marriage, and that when one begins to take one's pleasuréﬁi
elsewhere the marriages ought to be dissolved and new marriages
formed, is utterly Cromwellian.

0f course such things cannot be said in parish ?agazine; ortiz

politicians who must always appear to be hlgh-mlnged. EF1~t y
are undoubtedly a factor in the immense conservative stability

of the Irish way of life in North Cork.

But Dublin Central is a very different matter. It i? not a
guestion here of a property owning democracy, Yhich 1s'ico?:m—
ically enterprising, hav‘inﬁieveloped a way of life for i si .
which it finds pleasant, and of which the'Church forms oncyth_
part. What we have here is not a burgeonlgg of a French Ca "
olic way of life, which sees no need for divorce as a meaxznto
pleasure, but an old working class, without a Labourlm?ve ; y
without a socialist culture, which has never had p?llt%cs o
its own, which has never determined government polliy 1nnii;at
own interest, discovering after twenty years of confuslo

it still has no inner coherence apart from the Church.

Dublin is a very old city. It pre-dates the nation. é;s great
days were as an Ascendancy city in the 18th century. . tethe
Ascendancy structured the city in its day of glory,bl.u e
Act of Union put paid to the Ascendancy and 1eft‘Du .1n g st
town - a town deserted by the ruling class on whigghlts cgmmu
ity life depended During the first half of the, entury it was

gradually taken in hand by the new Irish relgious orders which
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had been founded in Munster around 1800, And from the mid 3

32

19th century to the present day it has been in the grip of
forms of nationalist politics whose social policies were
determined by the farming interest. (And the collapse of
communal coherence that occurred in 1801 continues.

Dublin is a city without local papers in a country which is
lavishly supplied with local papers. Compare this with
London, where every borough has at least one local paper.)

i

Cork North West voted against divorce out of sheer, seli-
satisfaction, adequacy and contentment. The country is
run in its interest, it lives as it wants to live, and it
has a gmug awareness of itself as Duhallow and Sliabh
Luachra.
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But Dublin Central voted against divorce out of its incoher-
ence, its inadequacy, and its dependence on the Church for a
vision of life., This is where sheer clerical influence
operates.
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