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Introduction

! In this pamphlet an attempt is mede to give sn 1dea of the poli-
! tical events 1in the Free State, or 26 County neo-colony of Bri-
/ tish imperialism, in the yeer 1934, snd to do this as far as

‘ possitle bty using extracts from newspapers putlished in that

& year., The main political orgesnisations were Fianna Fail, the
fasecist Blueshirts, the Irish Repubtlicen Army, the Reputlican
Congress which originated in a split in the :-+.R.A. in harch
1934, the Lebour Party which did not represent the interests
elther of Ir ish labour or the Irish nation, and the Communist

. Party of Irelend, founded in 1933, which was active in the inte-
| rest of both the working class 2nd the netion, end which pertic-
] ipeted in the Republican Congress meeting in Dutlin in Septemter
|

A

1934,
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The main armies were: 8) The Free State regular army, built %P
by Collins and Cosgrave, sections of which were being purged to
meke it loyal to Fianna Fail; bt) the Irish Republican aImy,
which hed supported Fisnna Fail at the elections of 1932-33,
on which De Valers relied to prevent a military coup by the
Cosgrave Party during his first years in power. In 1934 the
I.R.A. enjoyed a kind of semi-legality, but a couple of years
later, when De Valers was confident thet his regime could main-
tain itc.lf without I.R.A. support, it was mede illegel, and the
section of the lea@dership which would not respond to tribery
was jailed or killed; c) the League of Youth, or Blueshirts,
which was the military wing of the fascist movement led by Cos~-
grave and O'Duffy. d) the Irish Citizen Army, which had a pass-
ing existence in 1934, end perticipated in the Reputlican Con-
gress meeting; e) In addition to these there was De Valers's
private army. By gaining state power Te Valera gsined control

of the Free State Army. But this Army wes officered by pro-
trestyites loyal to Cosgrave and extensive purges had to te car-
ried out before it could te trusted to serve Fianna Feil. While
purging the Ammy (and the police) De Valars relied to some extent
on the I.R.4A., tut he also had his own semi-privete srmy constr-
ucted, recruited mainly from the I.R.A. In 1933 there was a
formetion cezlled the Nstional Guard (which had no connection

with the Blueshirt Mationsl Guard) which was intended to serve

as 2 btridge btetween the I.R.A. and the Free Stzte Army; to
ettract revolutionary elements from the I.R.s and enlist them in -
the service of the Free State. In 1934 thte Broy Harriers was

set up. This w&s an organisation of political police with very
wide powers. In its early stages it must te regorded =s Te
Velera's private army rather thon as a secret organisation of

the stote.

and

It was in this complez situation that the Reputliczan Congress
ceme into existence in the summer of 1934.

rianna Fail in Power

Fiznne Fell came to powsr in the Irish Free State in the Geperpa
Tlection of Februaty 1932 in which it Won 78 seats, Thig st
not 2n overall majority in the Dsil. The Fiasnnes Faji} goveiﬁs
depended on the votes of 7 labour T-P-s In January 193z p g
Valera colled enother election and won an oversnll mﬂjor;tyewith
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pendence of imperialism. This vrogramme also won it the active supp-.
ort of the I1.R.A., which declared: "We are supporting Fianna Fail, it
3 is the way of driving out of public life e party which hss sold itSelf
= to the British ®mpire.®

On St. Patrick's Day 1934, the year of the split in the I.R.A., gnd of
. the Athlone Manifesto and the Republicait Congress, De Valera, in a
broadcast to the UsS.A. | gave his view Df the situation after two yeers
of Fianna Fail government:
"Two ye&rs have passed since last I hed the privilege of speaking to
the friends of Irelend nr America, DOur government had just entered
its first period of office, and in my address I adverted to some of
the problems that were confronting us and pressing for solution. In
common with other countries we were threstened with a dangerous econ-
omic crisis. But, in our cese, there were special features. Hsving
been governed for centuries in the- -interest of another country, we
had no manufacturing industries to speek of. TFactories in Britain
organised on & vast scale for comvetition in the world merkets had
crushed them out, and were supplying us with practically all out req-
uirements in menufactured goods. To such & state of dependence were
we reduced that, slthough we were in this pert of Irel=nd only 3 mil-
lions of people, we were buying frow Britsin more thsn any other
country in the world was buying from her... . The one industry left us
was egriculture, and that -was m2inly pastorel. We psid Britain for
her menufactured goods msinly by the export of livestock and by =ani-
mal products such 2s butter end eges. These we had to sell in the
British market in intem«~e competitlon with similar produce frcm sev-
eral other countries. In such conditions fewer people could be sup-
ported in ou' land. The btullock rdol&ced the human being. OCur
country was being depopulated.., for generctions we had been rearing
our children for export. But now the great world slump in agricult-
ural prices had come upon us tc déstroy us completely, it seemed.
Chilled and frozen meat from the tjlans-oceenic preiries were being
su*stituted in the homes of the wntmployed workers in Britain for the
fresh meat which they had been atie to btuy in the deys of 2
prosperity ...
"It wes clear thet the British morlet ~s we hod known it in the past
was gone. _.Only on ruincus terms ciuid we trede for Britain's manu-
factured goods with our agriculturtl produce. In addition we were pA%wYg
te Britain in cash, an annual sum yhich relﬂtively to our resources
imposed a burden upon us greater tien that piaced on Germany by war [
- reporctions. To pay that sum, whith we were satisfied w28 neither
legally nor morally due from us tok, in 1931, dractically the
whole vAalue of our export of fat cittle, leaving us with only eight-
eenpence & head fcr them. Economitally our country seemed doomed.
Unemployment was growing 2psce, 81 to make matters worse, the outlet
| of emigration tc the United Stat@ wes stcpped.




77 seats.

Fianna Fail was a party representing /
"mainly the integestg of the smaller capitalists, traders,
middle farmers and owners of small industry, as let}nct fr?m
banking, transport and the highly profitable brew1ng.1ndustrj,
8ll of which were larsgely controlled by British Caplt?1 and bty
those groups which support Cosgrave." (Communist Review, Feb-
rue ry 1933) ! .

Fiannagéame to power as the representative of Irish n@tlgnal

capitalism. It was over overflowing with confidence 1n its _

ability to.oust imperialism from the Free State and to establish
political, economic and cultursl independence of the Free S?ate
by establishing a thriving anti-imperielist from of capitelism
tased on the national resources and serving the needs of the
nation.

Since hig break with 3inn Fein in 1926 De Valera had csrefully
built his psrty on an anti-imperielist programme, gsthering the
support of the anti-imperialist sections of the nation: the
national capitelists, the petty-tourgeoisie, the small &and
middle farmers and the workers. He won the supdPort of the small
fermers bty promising to complete the egrérian revolution --thet
is, to bresk up and éistribute the estates o# the big landowners
who were rebresented by the Cosarsve party -- and to stop pay-
ment on the land annuities. He prepared to gsther working class
and small farming support £s early s 1926 when, in his propos-
als to the Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis which constituted the ground for
his breek with Sinn Fein, he included the following:

Section (4) Tconomic Policy R

"That with the politica2l programse shall te 2ssociated o social

end economic programme which will mrke it cleor that the Sinn

Fein orgenisation whilst remeinizg brosdly nationsl, will

regerd it as & special duty to wmtch over =nd to safeguard th

interest® of the labouring classis, and of the working snd e

sm=1l farmers, eand thnt 2 Republicrn ~administration Wili

ceed to a prreticel renlisation (f -- B&Q.S

n) The social idenls cembodied i1 the democrati

the first Dail Eirernn; demoeratic progremme of

b)  The idenl of an Irelnnd Selfﬁupportlng economicnlly ™

The proposals to the 1926 Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis, which wer
rejected by Sinn Fein, became the tsis fa the Fianna Fo .
ramme. With this progremme Fianne ™il gnined the suppg

the masses of workers ond smell fewmers in

il prog-
rt of
the Free Stete for

Irish national capitalism in its atiempt to estoblish it indepe
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"To meet this alarming situation, our party in the General Election
of Feb. 1932, proposed that the national policy of self-sufficiency
te adopted. This mesnt the protection of our menufacturing industr-
ies so thet they might te developed to meet out needs in menufactured
goods. The production of these goods would give employment to our
~ young workers, and each industrial worker so provided for would exp-
N and the home market for the produce of our farms. Further, although
we wele nominally an agriclutural country, we were actually import-
ing millions of pounds worth of agricultusral produce. We proposed to
substitute native produce for these imports also. Outr agricultural
industry needed protection no less than the manufacturing industries.

"It will interest our friends to learn how we have fared in the exec-
ution of our programme, and, after two years of effort, what progres
has teen made.

“First, then, as regards the agriculturgal industry. The impoxrts of
animal products such as tacon, butter and cheese, which amounted to
some millions of punds in 1931 -- this veritable 'carrying of coals
r to Newcastle' has now ceased. Our msrket is completely reserved for
our own farmers.  Our dairying industry has been saved and production
stimilated by state subsidy... Our wheat area has been quadrupled in
two years. Cur flour mills that were idle or working on pert time
are now working 3 shifts a day at full capacity. Our import of flour
v...1 completely disappesr within & year. Three new teet factories -
were also completed this year... Foreign coal will gradually be sub-
stituted by native peat... The division of the larger estetes snd \
ranches into smaller economic holdings can, as a result of recent
legisletion, proceed now with a speed four times ‘as. grest as hereto-
fore... We have nlso reduced frormers' rents or Annual payments by
one-h=1f.,.. In the mernufacture of ~pperel, which wes 2 large item on :
our import list, similar progress is being mede... Production of
woollen and worsted industries has 21lso teen greatly increased...
Our furniture end cntinet imports are gradu2lly .disappecring. Fl=ns
for factories to supply our own requirements in cement and paper are
under consideration. In every field there is intense industrizl
activity.” (St. Patrick's Dny Brondcast to U.S.5 by Temonn De Valern.
Reported in the Irish Press, larch 19, 1934).
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' De V-olera was confident thet Irish capitzlism could oust imperiglism
from the Free Stote ond meke the Free State a bulwark of Repubtlicanism
in Irelznd. He represented the native capitslists, tut it must be
conceded that, at this time, he genuinely telieved, and could produce
some sort of evidence in support of his belief, that the development of
native capitelism rould destroy imperielism and establish & society .
independent of imperialism in the 26 Cos.. In his appeals to the nzation

p he appeared os & genuine Reputlic®n concerned with the princliples of
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Seen Lemass, on the other hend, was then, as he 1s now,

Republicani sm.
E extract from the Irish Press of

a politicel spiv, as the following

March 20th 1934 will meke clsar: .
"A striking appeal to the women of Ireland to assist in the revival

~ of home industry was mede last night by the Minister for Industiy and
Commerce (Seen Lemass) at a meeting of the Women's Industrial Devel-
opment Associstion in the Abbey Theatre. Almost the whole of the
national income, he said, passes through the hands of the houseke@per.
They spend the mens' wages and thus have control of the spending
power. The time had come now when they ¢ould press the campaign for
- the support of Irish industry on the meterielistic ground that it
was good for business™... In respect of some goods prices were higher
than prices of imported goods. 'IT am very glad of that' said the
Minister, 'because the higher price arises entirely from the fact tha
the workers arenpaid tetter here than in the countries from which the

goods used to te imported...'"™

The Blueshirt Opposition

The Irish fascist movement, or, as it is usually called, the Blueshirt
movement, was the response of the commercial (importings capitalists,
whose interests -had been represented by the Cosgrave governument, to the
coming to power of Fianna Fail 1n 1932. The commerciel capitalist int-
erest, led by Arthur Griffith and Nicheel Collins, had signed the
Treaty with imperialism in December, 1921, and had set up the Free
State and made war on the Republic in 1922. Griffith and Collins died
in August 1922. @ W.T, Cosgrave and Kevin C'Higgins then took over the
leadership of the Free State Party and government. Cosgrave was the
organiser and manipulator, who worked mainly tehind the scenes.
O'Higgins was the 'stromg man', tho public represerntstive of t he brutsl-

ity snd ruthlessness of the Fre= State. He would undouttedly have
beogme the Irisg gltéer, tgg glueshirt Leader,in 1932 but for the fact
that he was sho sad one Sundzy morni in the mi ' 2 i
n ' his way to mass in Killiney. T ddle ofilyE7 whdle ‘ol

The Cosgrave party rebreSented the commgrcial capitalists and th
o 5 an -
chers. ~Fienne Foil come to powor on p programme of setting up on inde-
pendent monufacturing cepitelism in Ireland which would mut en end to
\ | the import of tosic commodities ang wauld thus cut th e
'~ under the Cosgrave c2pitali . : ¢ ground from
- o1 2 n alists; woulg dry up the source of their
: B Wastanother pert of the Fianna Fail progremme to :Dlit up L
i esRclies ond tRMm fhem into smeldhelgings. If Fienne Fail Log. cor =
ried out 1ts progremme thoroughlv ranching snd finance cepitalism e
e <y B . E] i
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would have disappeared from Irish society. Immediately Fiznna Fail
came to power in 1932 the ranchers end finance capitalists began to
“evelop @ fascist movement to protect their interests. And, 1ndeed, if
Fienna Fail had based itself on the people and attempted to cerry out &
e thorough anti-imperialist progremse only a fascist movement could
have made any real attempt to defen& the rénching end commercigl inter-
ests.

Cosgrave's government was more of & coalition organised by Cosgreve
then a coherent political party. The defeat of 1932 czused 3 certain
amount of fragmentstion. New orgenisations c3me into existence. Cne
was the Nationzl Centre Party, formed by Frank lLecDermott, Independent
T.Ls for Co. Roscommon, out of the Netionzl Fermers and Rete Payers

~ Leogue, which represented commerce and big ferming. The Centre Party

stood ovenly for the Bmpire. Its 2im wes to unite -the country bty for-
ming an alliance of tie business in North and South, to unite Irelend
2s = colony. '

In August 1932 the Army Comredes Associz tion w~s formed by Cclonel T.
f. O'Higgins, a btrother of Kevin O'Higgins. It was ccmposeé mainly of |
memters of the I.R.A. who had followed Collins into the Fres State and
who had teen prominent in forming the Free State mercenciy aruay =2nd
making w2r on the Republic. Tarly in 1933 General O'Durfy, an ardent
Free Stater and follower of Collins, the organiser of the Free State ]
police, the man who had veen given commnnd of the T'ree State Army in
1924 when reductions in the size of the 2rmy caused certsin Generzls, 1
who had supported the Free Stote btac2use they hnd believed the tale tht .
that the army would te strengthened in preparstion for e re-stert of

the war with Britein, to see that the Free Strnte government 4jzd no int-

ention of resuming the war, and ceused then to mutiny agsinst the Cos-

grave government: O'Duffy, the loyal Free Stater, wes sacked from his
position as Commissioner of Police t7 De Valers, and Col. Broy wns

given the job of organising the Fionna Fril voliticzl police. O'Duffy

then followed his lender Cosgreve into the frscist movement, £nd bec-

rme the figure-hesd Lsader of it. In the spring of 1933 the Arumy Com-

r~des Associntion bteceme the National Guard with O'Tuffy as Director-

General. In August of 1933 & newspaber cnlled: "The Blueshirt® wes pub- il
lished, nnd the camprign to build C'Duffy into the Irish Hitler wes
l=unched.at mass meetings throughout the country. In the columns of
'the Blueshirt' the country wrs told that O'Duffy was "the srabol of the
awrkening Brin” provided by "a gracious rrovidence™ to lemd the Notion.
The National Guord planned to holdwt mess rally on Leinster Lown, in
front of the government tuilding, on August 12th 1933. Trcins bringine
thousands from every part-of the 28 {us; were to converge in Dublin on
thet date. Tvery iugust the CosgTrave government used to held & mass
relly in Leinster Lawn in Cocmmemor2tion of Arthur Grif£i%h, Lichael

113

Collins and Kevin O'Higegins, the founder c¢f the Free S%2te. Fisnna
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Fail discontinued the practice. The National Guard had hoped that the
planned rally for August 12th 1933 would te its march on Rome, leading
to the downfall of De Valera and the 7victory of fascism in the Free

State. But De Valera was prepared to call the fascist bluff. Fe enf-
orced the Putlic Safety Act, made it clear that he would meet violence
with violence, and gave the I.R.a> & free hand ageainst the Blueshirts.,

The demonstration was called off and the fascists reorganised their
forces, A new party, the United Irel&nd Party, was orgenised. It wes
an amalgemetion of Cumann na n Caedhal (Cosgrave), the Centre Farty
(bacDermott) and the National Guard. O'Cuffy was its figurehead pres-
ident. Cosgrave, MacDermott and Jemes Pillon were -its controlling
vice-presidents. Its youth wing, the Young Ireland Association, wore a
uniform and continued the military orgenisation of the National Guard.
In Dec. 1933 the Young Ireland Association wes tanned. It changed its
name to the League of 7outh. In 1934, then, the fascist movement was
composed of a political wing, the United Irelend Farty, and s militanry
wing, the League of Youth. It repressnted the Irish professional, com-
mercisl and tig landowning interests ggsinst the manufacturing capitels-
ist end smeller farming interests represented by Fianna Fail. Collins,
Griffith end O'Higgins were its heroes, C'Duffy was its Tueirrer. Cos-
grave and MacDermott were founders. The gentry of Irelend were promin-
ent on its p2etforms,

In Februsry 1934 Cosgrave declered in the Free State Dail:
"The Blachshirts hesve been victorious in Italy, and Hitler's shirts
were victorious in Germany, es, assuredly, the Blueshirts will te
victoriovs in the Irish Free State."

2rnest Blythe, present director of the Attey Thestre, spoke for the
rights of the supermen ag-inst the rabtle:
"The Dsil is not suitabl=z for modern government. This miscellsneous
assembly 13 'not @ suit=atle essembly for dicussing the btusiness of the
Nation.™

Professor James Hegan of Cork University produced 2 fascist dietrive
ageinst comnunism, "Could Ireland. become Communist®”, in which even
the right wing of the I.R.A. was denoynced es Communist. In g lecture
delivered at Enniscorthy in 1934, ang 1ster putlished os a pemphlet by
the Irish Messenger Office, the Rev, P.J. Gennon S.J. declered:
"Lenin end Stalin will renk in the putere with Attiln, Genseric
Genghis Khan or Tamurlane es Scourges of God, historic potents éomp-
ereble to famine, pestilence or eaythquake. Their work wikl be
found =lmost wholly destructive ang sterile... For a time Bolshevism
threstened Itely. But Missolini - protably the shrewdest politician
of the 20th century, -- saw thet it gpelt ruin for the country, and
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—ed his people tack from the atyss towards s position of direct and
irreconcilable opposition to its spirit and principles. And the res-
ult? Ttaly, which in 1922 was politically nearly negligible... bec-
ame in five years one of the Great Powers."

| Communism was denounced as an international Jewish conspiracy:

"The founders of Communism were prcaticelly all Jews. This can
scarcely te a mere coincidence. It may appear singular that Marx,
Sngels, Lassalle and Ricardo were all Jews. Likewise such Communist
leaders as Lenin, Trotsky, Zinoviev, litvinov and Jakovlev are JeWS,
as well as the vast majority of the present rulers of Soviet Russia...
The Russian Government is not a national government, tut 8 Jewish
oligarchy imposed on a defenceless people.” (The Catholic hﬁnd{ghbg
. 34
i Even the fascist subjugation of women, its attempt to deny their .

humanity and turn them into mere btreeding animals, was actively approved. : -
} of bty the Blueshirts and their sympsthisers:

l{ "The Action of the National Athletic and Cycling Association in ruzling
that at least one event for ladies should te included in every fix-
ture of the Associstion is to te deplored. No more retrograde and
. unChristian step has teen taken in the sphere of Irish athletics than
this... Our Foly Father The Pope has on more than one occasion con-
* demrnied mixed athletics. In fact we would go further and ssy theat he
hes condemned the intensiwe cultivation of sll forms of strenuous
athletics for women s highly undesirable toth from & morel and 1
eazgenical point of view. In the first place a very serious view is
taken of competitions in which men and women compete in common, and
especially since such competitions destroy all vestiges of feminine
modesty. On purely eugenicel grounds, the ot jection is equelly grave;
| so muich so.thet Signor lussolini, who is to bve adimired for wmany
things, does not permit strenuous athletics for women. The feminine
‘ body is not suited to such avocntions, =nd the cultivetion of manly
[ ~thletics does not sugur well for future motherhood."™ (Catholic Mind)
& e karch 1934
! - The Leesders message to his followers on St. Patrick's Dsy 1934 seys:

' *Today... 1 wish you to resclve once more that as you have trken the
the Cross of St. Patrick ns your shield nnd his tlue ns your colour,
you will in every =ct =nd word te true alwemys to the high 2nd notle
trrditions of your rnce, of which St. Pntrick is the patron... Ferr
not the opposition of petty tyresnts...Posterity will te our judges.
Our ideal will triumph: the future is curs. Onwerd, Lesgue of Youth,
on7~rd to the New Irelend.g

New Irelend is fascist Irelend, Irelsnd of the corporste stote. A Blue-
shirt policy pamphlet said its =im* Wes to secure practicsl recognitiocn
thet the interests of the workers 2nd smployers were the same.

"The Corporztive system in not merely & theory or = possitility. It

fali=!
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is a practical possibility for {r%land and is now a concrete reality
i ife of the Italian people”.
- The;%lzggh%;t propozenda wes loaded with a bigoted form of na?ionalism
| and intense-racialism. Its ideologicel progenitors were Italisan and.
Germen fescism and the form of "Reputlicanism' developed by Qollins in
1922 ~- thet is, & bigoted, recialist kind of nationslism tailored to
confuse the people and serve imperielism in Irelend. It churned gut
this pseudo-Reputlicanism, tut in fect stood squarely for the E@plre.‘
Its purpose was to destroy the Reputlican and Latour mowements in the
interssts of imperialism. _ While O'Duffy was delivering his dekzigoglc
orations about the New Ireland, Mrs, Redmond T.D., addressing & United
Ireland Party meeting in Clonmel, said thet
"the sslvation of the farmer lay in the re-~opening of the British
me rket. That might sound unpatriotic tut...the government would do
a good dey's work for Ireland if they tried to make an honouratke
settlement with Britain end stopped the cry of a Reputlic,” (Irish
Press. April 10)

® 00 000000 s 0

In Merch 1934 C'Duffy put the membership cf the Lsague of Youth, the
Blueshirt army, at 102,CCC.

® 8 0000050600000

An I.K.A. Convention was held in Merch 1934. By this time Fianna Fail
had bteen in power for two years in the Irish Free State. From 1922 to
1932, under the regimes of Collins and Cosgrave, the Free State had
bteen an instrument for oppresssing the Irish people in the interests of
imperialism. From 1932 to 1934 it wgs, wnder De Valera's government
en instrument for opposing British imperislism in the interests of the
mgpufacturers and smaller property owners. Payment of the lend snnuitte
had been stopped and the 26 Cos. wes engeged in economic war with

-7 Britein. For the I.R.L. the question of its relation te the Fimnne Fail 3

N government was the major question. within the 26 Cos. Fisnns Fail hed ¢

‘ engnged 1n struggle agninst imperisiism in the interests of the property
cwners. It had not sent its army ipto the Six Countles, but it could
give good reasons for this, end couig make promises. .

5 (In 1933 De Velerc said: 'the time has not come for that /3

/] proclemation of the Republic/, ang we must content ourselves ?ggoy
with the declartion thet it is he goal for which We strive ana thet
we shell not rest until we have resghed it.. Let us remcve those
forms /of imperislism/ one by one, so that this st°te thet we control




e p———— T 0 .= \
- it il N ot
- = > < -

11.

may be a Republic in fact, end that when the time comes the proclaim-
ing of "®& Republic may involve no more a ceremony than the official
confirmetion of & status &™ready attained.” Irish Press. April 24th
1933. It wes along these lines that De Valera justified himself up
to the time that he made his pact with imperialism in 1938.)

Fienna Feil therefore had the support of the majority of the propert-
ied anti-imperialist forces in the Free State. But it did not rep-
resent the working cless interest., The I.R.A. leadership had the idea
that it could use De Valera government in the Reputlican cause.
There was extensive co-operation between the I.R.A. and Fianna Fail.
Some thought the t De Valera was a virtual prisoner of the I.R.A.,
that the I.R.A. was, because of his dependence on it, able to dic-
tate his policies. A couple of years ls ter it was clear to everyone
that the opposite was true: that it was De Valera who w&s using the
I.R.A. without conceding much in retumm for f%s services. He won
over many membters of the I.R.A. to Fianna Fgil, and later he broke
the power of the I.R.A. without much troutle. is a De Valera-ite put
b 153

“"Mr. De Valera, who had been taunted with his inebility to control

the gunmen of the I.R.L., chose his own mement to make ncnsense of

such an accusation" (J.B. Morton:The New Ireland: 1938)

Fianne Fsil could only have carried the anti-imperi=list struggle
through to the end by basing itself on the working class. But, since
it represented the national copitcelists it could not do this. Did
the I.R.A. represent the working class? It did not. Though it was
composed mainly of workers it did not represent the working class
interest., This frct made it incapeble of toking up an attitude to
the De Velera government which would further the Republican ceuse.
Only an orgenisastion represmnting the revolutionary interests of the
working class could have done thet, becruse only the working cl=oss
existed in conditions of irreconcilatle antmgonism to British
monowtily capitelism in Irelnnd. DBecause the I.R... leadership rep-
resented propertied interests.becouse,in this period, it represented
virtuelly the seme interests as those which Fiznna Fail served in
its first years in power, it wes 1ncepable of giving s clesr snd@ res-
olute leszdership to the Repitlicsn mMovement.

"The leadership of the I.R... 18 not playing the independent role
which its past traditions werrents. They are plazing too much
trust in the good intentions of the Fianna Feil leadership and
ere drv:egeing at the teil of Fianne Fail instead of playing a
le2ding part in the struggle a88lnst British imperislism.™

(From "Ireland's fight ageinst iMperinlist aggression®; an ele-
ction statement issued, in 1932, by the Secreterist of the Rsv-
clutionary Workers' Groups in Irelend. The Workers' Groups
united in 193% to form the Communist Ferty.)




ss conscious workers, with a long history of
gggﬁﬁlgigﬁ :t?32252,0§nc%§e I.R.A. These included Peader 0'Tonnell and
George Gilmore. They reslised that the Republican struggle could only
succeed if it wes tased on the workers and small QQrmers and led by the
working class. At the I.R.A. Convention held in lerch 1934 an attempt
was made to transform the I.R.A. into an organisation representing the
morkers and small farmers. Or, to put it another way, an attempt was
made by the class conscious workers in the I.R.A. to oust the bourgeols
“eadersip. This attempt came close toy succeeding, btut the leadership
of the I.R.A. was retained by the bourgeoisie in the form of Sean
LacBride and Maurice Twomey. The I.R.-A. remeined an orgenisation repr-
ecsenting the nationalist propertied interest. Jris

The working class section, whose attempt to win the leadership'of the
I.R.A. in the interest of the workers and small farmers was defeated,

held a meeting in Athlone a shortVime later, and issued a statement
which is known as the Athlorxe Manifesto.

RO R R

The Athicne Manifesto

) "Te believe that a Repu™lic of a united ireland will never te achie~
‘ ved except through a struggle which uproo%s capiteli s on its way.
'le cannot conceive of a free Ireland with a subject working class;

i ganng? con%eéve 0{18 subject Ireland with a free working class,'
«:1 S Tteaching © onnolly repreSented d est insti 3
res-~d Irish nation.. f the deepest instingtSofSele  opp

"The fight for freedom in our gs nd
the workers in the North-Test toyg?is oo e ond SRRl IR roy O f

s nav whelr freedom is ins i

| abli fro$hthe natlgnal.struggle for freedom. Now ‘that deep Wegﬁzs of
ggféegiem fﬁebgggaggegén%htggm?elveg‘from the illusions which so long

e ] i is i

issue must be brought sharply f0§$g521~5t exploiters the national

A\ ;22 Eg:t°§2§£hhgggiz?fi§gp?blican movement in the 26 Counties must

‘] connection 2nd that the fo;S the holsrast at this end for the Imperial

fo~ccs which in the finsl pggﬁ ?g;ch defeud ;rish capitalism are the

~cin the comnection 'with an econom§rggd%§i¥;é% Egvgg%led AT

“"The lip-service

paid to the Repuh «
ered to Irish capitalism cen th Blic vy leederships that are teth-
‘ €refore only -e g N, N
€ on'vy-confuse ol

S Dieyath itk




‘gns and withold them from their struggle for freedom.
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*Such organisations steadily dwarf the nafionai dgénds. It was such
ag orgenisation thet reduc~d the Republic to the stature of document
NO. 2.in 1921.

"It was a government tased on such an orgenisation which when ?he
British challenged the sovreignty of this nation on the Annuities
met that challenge not bty raising the Republic snd rellying the
people, but by waving British Acts of Perliament and a parafe of
lawyers.

"This retreat from the Republic was not, unfortunately, resisted by
those orgenisations which would have rellied the people on the high
ground of t he Reputlic. Had the I.R.A. leadership understood thet
the economic war was not bteing fought to free Irelend but to serve
Irish cepitalism they would have carried out this mobilisation
first before giving any stpport to that war. On account of their
failure the Reputlican issue has teern tushed farther into the back-
ground. '

"This mistoke must now te remedied. A congress of Rewnutlican .
opinion must be sssemtled to make the Reputlic & mein issue domin-

ating the whole political field, and to outline what are the forms

of 2ctivity thst move to its support. '

"Into this congress will come enti-Imperialists from N.®. Ulster
representing sections of %he workers who have hitherto held aloof
from, or have even been hestile to the nationel struggle. . The

areass of recruitment for Reputlicen forces in the South of Ireland
are: - . 4

(1) Industrial workers who are being dragged into degrsding work-
ing conditions to found & factory system at € time when the exper-
lences of Europe s=nd Americe 2re there to weérn us of the hoxrors
ahead; :

(2) IR Gasltecht awess which must te in close support of the

Irish working cless. The weste of confinéng this youth in among

r cks to dig with spades and to fece the horrors of migratory cond-
itions is becoming clear to en ever-widening area of Gaeltacht
minds. The Gaeltecht is the pound of Irelend that went dcwn at
Kinsale. ' The Gaeltscht youth muSt get help to tumble its walls

and get free acess to the bro3a: ranches;

(3) Small fermers end petty tr2ders are strongly represented in
Republicon Organisations and here.ls urgent work, for this sec-
tion of the nation can only free itself os the e2lly of the working .
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. Commission Will never te msbolished and the road
: §§2§s£o ggg'gigihes except when a_revolutionary government of
A morkers snd ‘small farmers hes echieved power, Only under such
o 8 goveiomsent CEn agas. s3uturel wege-earners of today be rescued
- from their sub-human. conditions. Only under such a government
‘ cen this present Civil Service be dismentled and rebuilt from its
' lower retks at wages releted to What generel conditions in field
and factory can efford. £

"As the Republic when established will be a Republic of the wor-
kers and small farmers, the forces that will achieve 1t must be
drawn from these sections of our life. In order that these foxr-
ces may be drewn forward to, their task, we, on their behalf, cell
for a Republican Congress, and pledge oursaslves to take uo the
work necessary to build it.

“Signed
_ (Mrs.) N, CO'C'B., Belfast; M. Price Dublin; S. MeGuin-
ess, Offally; P. Lynch, do; T.Meguire, Collinstown, Westmesth;
“F. Ryan Dublin; S. Bumphries do; M. Laverty Belfast; B. Corrigan
Mglranny, Co. Mayo; E. Coyle Tirchonaill; P, Norton Athlone; J.
Ralph , Castlebar; S. McCann, Derry; J. Doyle, Dutlini R. Emmett
do; P. Graltin, Leitrim; John Joe oey do; C. Reynolds, Galway;
S. de Burca do; Michsel Feely, Kiltoon, Roscommon; G. Gilmore
gub%%%é Silhu%§r8¥,'¥glr?nny, Co. Mayo; %®. Marray, Newport, do;
. onnell, TirChai I ¢ ! in: J. i .
gl Offaliy; , Liam Kelly Dutlin; J. Cahill do; Peter

A press stotement wes issued with the Lanifesto!
"A conference of men and women " e :
: ! prominently associated with t he
Republican movement in Connacht, Ulster end Leinster met in Athlone

on Sunday. As the meeting wgg .
| BTEAB P WiBatal repreSentatgggziedly called, they were unable to

“The pupose of the Conferehge
bringing out of the present opg
fight for the Reputlic must be

was to discuss the necessity for
curity the reelities upon which the

:
N .
‘ issue form being merely the tp b?Seﬁ end SO rescue the Reputliean £
- Bt S0 e e i tha SNy eme of speeches and msie it a live, 2
Hi ™The opinion of the A o -
; ires of the great boﬁ;hignﬁoganference was that the instinctive des- 1
52 | trunt of the Struggle agning *8IS and smell formers who bear the

expression in the dey=to-q4g taBr?tiqh imperielism.are not given
orgenisation. V BCtivitjes of Any existing Republican

"The Athlone Confere .
®nce decideg thet a call for o congress would meet




e e P aa - —— SN

15.

with an immediate ang deep response and made itself the Organising
Gommittee and prepared ang signed a statement calling 1it.

"The Orgénising Committee charged provincial councils with the org-
anising work as under:-
Leinster - Sea8mus McGuingess, Offally; Dlichael Price, George Gil-
more, Frank Ryan, Sheila Humphries, R. Emmett and Lism Kelly, Dublins
Tom Maguire, Westmeath.
Ulster - Seamus licCenn, Derry (Mrs.) Nora Connolly O'Brien and
N?{ie,Laverty, Belfast; ®itne Coyle and Peadar O'Donnell, Tirchon-
a 5 _

. Connacht -~ Brian Corrigen, Tdward lurray and Thos. Relph, Mayo;
Charles:iReynolds snd Seamus de Burca, Galway; T. Gilroy, Ros common;
Patric Gralton and John J. .Hoey, Leitrim.

0
\

"In view of the conditions of oppression and coercion at present.
existing in the six counties, the Conference decided it was inadvis-
able et this stage to pubtlicly announce the names of those at pres- ,
ent: reseding in the Six Counties who are associat&d with the call {
for and preliminary mrganising work cf the Congress. I

1
TThe Orgenising Cemmittee charged lidichael Frice, Mrs. Nora Connolly \
O'Brien and Frenk Ryan with the tasks of the secretariesl work co-:
ordinating the work of the Provisional Councils and of acting as ;\
secretaries to the Repubtlicen Congress campaign.’
(Published in the Irish Press, April 19th 1934.) |

Labour Party Congress

The Republicen Congress was tO be 8 united front of the Republiean
forces with the ot ject of combating the fascist movement and lesding
the Republicen struggle. Numerous orgsnisations, including Sinn Fein
and the Istour Perty were invited tc send delegetes to the insugural
meeting of the Cengress to be held in Dubtlin in September. At the
Annuel Congress of the Lebour Party, which wes held shortly before )
the meeting of the Republicen Congress, R. J. Connolly moved the fol-
lowing motion:

"Begievingnthet the dangers which face the workers of‘this and

every other country from Capitelism, Fascism, Intemstionsl War end

Imperiz 1ism, are too resl ~nd Sericus for us to remein parties to

ertificinl divisions within the Working clsss ranks, we coll for g
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tend for an Irish Torkers' Republ?c ang ? ggit—
ed front against the common enemy. We recommend ?ha? in orde
achieve un%ted action the Administrative Council.an}te mambers.%f the
the T.U.C., the Republican movement and other Reputlican todies. to
exchange.views.with.them on this quespion.”.jHe called for cpnsulta-
tions with the Republican Congress, the Citizen Army end the L.R.h.

truce among ell-who s

This attempt to draw/iggour,Party into the anti—imperiﬁlisy §truggle
was opposed-by the Lsbour Party leadership. This leadersh}p bears a
heavy responstbility for the extent of the present oppression of the
Irish. workers and the Irish nation. Twice, in revolutionary SItgati-
ons, they threw 21l their weight on the side of national oppression
and class ekploitation. These crestures, claiming to be the helrs of
Connolly, hended over the lesdership of the workers in ‘the war of
independence. to the bourgeoisie. They refused to participate in the

.anti-imperialist stiuggle of 1919-21, extept as servants of the bour-

geoisie. In 1921-22 they threw all their weight on the side of the
imperialists, the Free Steters. They:did their utmost to carry the
workers under their influence to the side of imperialism. wouthing
revolutionary phrases, they supported the greatest counter-revolution-
ary force in existence et thaet time, British imperialism. In the
early. days. of the Free Stete they supported. Cosgrave's terror by
tehaving as a conciliatory opposition in the Dail. Thomas John'son,
the Labour Party leader, was made a Free State Senator in return for
services rendered to imperialism,-and delivered. a eulogy in the Dail
on the erch-terrorist, the most faithful servant of imperielism in -
the Free State, Kevin O0'Figgins, when he died & natural death in

1927. Again in 1934, when society wes once more in motion in Irelerd ;
mhen De Velera's government was in o struggle 2gainst imperis lism in
the 26 Counties, which though far from thorough, ¢nd resdy for comp-
romlse, wes nevertheless & resl struggle; when the. situztion demerded
a uplfying of the strongest Ert’ -imperielist c¢lass f. :ces in the ‘
nation, the workers apd sm21l" ' =rmers in order to bring pressure to
bear on De Valerc to intensify the struggle, e#nd to expose him thor-
oughly to'the people =nd to demolish him *7e instant he begen to com-
promise’% in this_§1tunt§on the Labeur Perty le-ders ﬂévoted-all,
their efforts to..disrmpting the onti-impsrialist united front,:snd to

splitting the working class movement .

%%gggtéy;; Tizigﬁtgiiegiﬁgﬁer”tiCH.With the Rephiblic"n movement was
the Inbour P-rty, Cethel C'Shﬂnhggf 2?2 gfgg}mperialist leadership ¢f
y Wi .

“Wes it suggested thot thes - : }
T e s Viewsegnghgng exchonge views with, say, Perdsr

. A ™mi T Neveyr had ~ny. i
ggiggmfngegggtégiZZg Egont Novenent georpe alriadyngliglzzoyoikeri'
the Labour Be hhy . o= Ifeinggntcd to uniter 2nd %o exchengenoi2£s $ith
into the Lebour Movement, Ne wanteg to exchange <iews lat them come

-
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J. McGerry (I.N.T.0,) :
"could not understand why th reach out to other bodies to
come end exchange views %1theih:£?gld -8

Senator Johnson said that
n'Other working class orgsnisations' merely meant the Communist
Party. The whole propogende for e united front mwas merely an
ettempt here as in Englend, France and other countries, to notble -
the Labour Party under the neme of and by the officiasls of the Comm-
unist Farty." (I.L.P. Annual Report., 1933-4.)

At the same Congress where they rejected participation in the enti-
imperielist movement, the Labour Party leadwrs set about splitting the
Isbour movement . along religious lines, and turning the Lebour Perty
into adsectarkan organisetion. The following motion was proposed and
carried: -
"Believing that the 8im of the Irish Lebour movement must continue to
te the establishment of a Jjust Soci2l Order btased on Christiaz ti . -
ing, this Conference will strongly oppose any attempt to introduce
anti-Christian communistic doctrines into the movement.*

At a time when. the interest of the working class demended thet the
enti-imperialist movement should be strengthened by &ll possitle mesns,
the Labour Party leeders, remaining true to their imperieslist nature,
refused to perticipate in the Republican movement, and mrde use of rel-
igous sectarienism to devide the workerw, just as the Carson fascists -
end the Ancient Order of Hibernien cepitalists had done before the
Rising.

oo ve v v e so0e 0

SINN FRIN The bourgeois Sinn Fein, which was supposed to be dedicated
to the struggle foxr the Republic, elso refused to perticip-
ate in the Republicen united front. To en invitmation to
send delegates to the Republic=n Congress, it replied:
"fo-rocelved your communications 8nd enclosures end leid. the same
before our Stending Committee. We have been directed to point out to
you that Sinn Fein could not enter into politicel esscciztion with
sny party except on the besis of 8cceptance of the existing Irish
Republic for which Connolly end Other mertyrs of 1916 gave their

lives.™ .

though it had besn destroyed by the

d 1923, continued to hev. - .Y -.:7-
guns of the Free State in 1922 2n ’ = Yoatly
existence fn the imeginetive minds °§ Brien O'Higgins and Mexy Mec

coney end the Stending Committee © Sinn Fein, who also considered

hem rnment. IBeY would only enter into ™polit-
eliselves to be its gove v if thaet party recognised it ag ths

ler] 2 n rty
1l association.with any p° ublic™ - which was ome way of Qo

<. .m , noxisting Rep
the 1u2§ﬂfd§§pt§§ tﬁi Rep'ﬂgﬂ-1can struggle in bourgeois hemds. But

The mexisting Irish Reputlic",
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seious workers in the Republican Congress were more conc-
the class COnb01in in reel struggle against imperialism to bring a
erned with engag gctual step nearery than with bowing before the

) real Republic ORZ 85 T isting Republic”, And Sinn Fein preferred to
- e he?oestﬁé government of the "existing Republic™ than %o engage
pley at belgges in reel struggle for a real Republic. The bourgeoisie
gétﬁoih:aggly acknowledge the fact that they are no longer capsble of
losding the Republicen struggle. And this instance makes it clear -
thet they sre capatle of splitting the anti-imperialist movement if

the workers become the leaders of it.

. The Republican Congress

The Irish Republican Congress met in Rathmines Town Hall, Dublin, on
September 29th and 30th. 186 delegates were present from Reputlican
groups, Trede Union organisations, Tenants' Leagues, the Communist
Party of Ireland, the Irish Citizen Arumy, the Unemployed workers' Move-
ment, etc. The Congress dealt with two main questions, one concerning
orgsrisation, the other concerning : : * the political
line of the movement.

"Iwo main opposing resolutions had been brought forwerd from the

Organising Buresu almost on the eve of the opening of the Congress

in place of the original 'Republican Resolution' previously submitted

to the delegates. This course was necessiteted as a result of diffe-

nce of opinion which hag 2risen within the Organising Buresu itself on

rgg%&g%cal and organisational questions... A keen debate on both

Fa ons occupied the me jor bulk of the Congress proceedings.”
ermetionsl Press Correspondence, Oct. 12th; report by J.Shields)

-
The account of the Congress debate which is given here is based on rep-

orts in the Irish Py 4
e (Iuprecor?SSL Labeug Monthly end Interneational Press Corres

. The motions befors the €
C : ¢ the Con
B, and Minority. Resolution
politicel line of

8ress myg known &S le jority Resolutions A &
o S A and B, The A Resclutions dealt with the
ation. The group prg Congress and tne B Resolutions with its orgsnis-
. Connolly, Nore Conﬁol{osl?g the Nejority Resclutions included R.J.
nting the Irish Citizoy O“Br;3n and Micheel Price (the latter represe~
0'Dornell, George Gilun Aray). THg Minority group included Peadar
= More eand Freny Rysn. Majority end minority refer

\/
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trengths of the groups in the Orgenising Bureeu and
SS meeting, Y
"2 jori ty

Resolution 4 had been brought foward in the
Name of th

® Army Council,of the Irish Citizen Army,

" and adopted b majority of the Organising Buresu...
Briefly stated, o Chhyie HENG L 5

policy which shoulg g

down as the. direct str

"According

shing & new political
ourselves of Freedon from ®
question in such g way that

its main thesis was to the effect that the line of

e’ slogan of action must be laid
uggle for g Workers' Republic.® (Irprecor) i
to this Resolution it was steted that: ‘only by establi-
and economic system of Society can we assure
nglish dominationw®, It thus presented the
the psth of struggle

wes depicted as
leading through the Socialist revolution te nationel independence, ™
(Lebour Monthlg. Nov. 193a4.)

.._;:- RN wgad ) ©

As egeinst thet the Minority Re®3lution A
"irged that 'the Republican Congress become the rallyirg centre for
the mess movement expressing all the forces for

independence’, and declared thst
the reeslisetion of the Reputlic.

womdlete national
'the dominating politicai tesk is
- The line orf struggie presented by

the Minority group wes therefore the line of driving forwerd for the H
smashing of the imperielist hold and secc.ing neti i

opening up the way for social emancipatiomn®
"called for a new and decisive campaign to schi
ing the united front of the working class eng
struggle egainst the imperialist end n2tive ex
the Me jority Resolution referred only in vg

onel liberetion as
(Lebour Nonthly). *It
eve this through buila- i
smell fermers in the <
ploiters... Wherees }

gue, gener2l terms to the
struggle for the 'needs of the smell fawmer

ttempting t
laid down as

'The Republicsn Congress usmpeign to orgenise the w
backing for all working clrss oud s
work to echieve ever widex SUPPOXY for wage demov
demmnds, workers' housing struggies. Tt will b
stmggles of lendless men for freo lang,
demand thet all bank gections AEEINsE workl t be with-
drewn, thot every attimpt by banks v0 ccllect either int

capital must be campeigned A87iNSt with g
the working. farmers must be frecd e
wages on ell work under the 1814 Comm ission ang Boerd of Works
shall be not less than 40 shillings Weekly. The Congress Pledges
itself to ‘support agriculturel Wage etrners i
incrensed wegos =nd socicl iNSUIRNce, npg WERE el n

égriculture

S and workers' without
O specify further on the metter, the Minority Resolution
follows:

idest possitble
rall farmer struggles: it will

ements,.unemployed
ack and initiate

The Congress,raiSeSAthe
1g farmers mus

p Erest or
<1l possitle energy; that
M the Le.g Annuities; that

0 their fight fop
D oveanies ap
L Wege ecrners wilon.t'w (T ' . 8

Cowvd)

o o
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The difference between The two resolutions toiled down to this:
Ve jority group wented en immediate struggle for socialism, while the |
Minority group held that the immediate struggle should be for national |

" independence and that this would lead on to, and prepare the ground

for, a socislist revolution. -The Majority line assumed that i?‘would
te possible to sneak through e socialist revolution when imperialism
wasn't looking. The Minority group held that the imperiaslist question
could not te side-stepped, or put off until after there had bzen a soc-
ialist revolution. British imperialism and its allies in the Irish
capitalist class were the main enemy of the Irish people. Until this
enemy had been dealt with socialist revolution would mot be possible.
This line wes based on the Comintern analysis of Ireland (See 'Irish
Communist' No. 3)

THE DEBALE *The politicel resolution of the Mg jority Group was intro-
---------- duced by R.J. Connolly,.. He pointed out how the working cl-
-2ss was coming to the forefront in the struggle and from this drew
the conclusion that thg:ﬁ§§§mgiog§ﬁ%§35°§lways typified the revolut-
ionary struggle in Ireland and was the only slogen which would
really srouse mass enthusiasm™ (Inprecor)

"Nora Connolly O'Brien, who seconded, argued that ohly by reising
such a slogen &s that which the k= jority Resolution advenced would it
be possitble.to bring the workers of Northern Ireland into the fight.
(Inprecor)

TMr., Warren, Six Co. Socialist Party, szid it wes futile to try to
attract the Northern revolutionary workers onthe besis of an Irish
Reputlic, beceuse by that they understcod = ceptialist republic as
envisaged bty Fienna Fail.* (Irish Press)

Micael ?rice held that it was gque to the lsck of th-slogen for s
Workers' Republic that the nationel struggle in the past.had failed
toembrge. triumphent. He said that the Minority viewpoint was based

on opportunisuw and expediency eng ran counter to the aims X
James Connolly fought. for which

The mein speeker for the Minority Resglution, for the politics

:ﬁr%ggle for en independent Republie mas Peadar 0'Tomnell, Wholséige of
"the mis take must not be mede
which wes frcing the country g
wes necessary to detech those
opinion who were still under t
to them thet the Fianna Feij
the Irish Republic, osnd gethe

.

of confusing the stege of struggle r
t the moment. He emphasised that it
large masses of genuine netionnlist

he influence of Ce Velers, demonstrate
80vernment hed betrayed the fight for

I the whole power of the Reputlicen
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masses in united front action asis of the line set out by the
Bﬁnoritx Resolution to driveo?o;£:r§ the unity and independence of
Irela@d“ (Inprecor). “lir, Pesdar O'Donnell...said that his quar-
rel with Mr, De Valera was not that Lxr. De.Valera was -not a socialist
tut thet he had ceased to be g Republican™ (Irish Press).

“Seen lurrey of the Communist Party of Irelsnd opposed the Msjority
Resolution. . He stated thet it sidetracked the question, and thet the
purpose of the Congress must be to form a mighty Republican movement
on the basis of ~&m alliance between the workers and the masses offpo-
or farmers which would smash Britain's hold on Ireland., In the past,

! he said, the leadership of the Republican movement had been in the &~
\ hands of the Irish capitalists who had betreyed it. It was true th&t,
only with working class leadership would the struggle for the Irish
Reputlic be led to victory. But the Ma jority Resolution put obstac-
cl- #es in the wey of this end failed to realise that cepitslism couldnog \
be smeshed .without the smashing of British imperislism" (Inprecor).

4lso speeking in favour of the motion were Frank Ryan and George Gilmore.|

“Some o the cdntributions..., e.g., particulsrly & number of the
country delegetes,...were not ?uite,dlear as to the actusl character

' nf the differences involved"-({Inprecor). :

The Minority Resolution, carrying the line of struggle for an Independ-
ent Republic, was carried by 99 votes to 84. Then the Resolutions B
came on the ezgenda, In these rescltuons the lMajority group wanted to
form the Congress into a politicel party, theough there wes elresdy a
Commnist Party in mxistence, while the Minority group held that the
Ccngress should function es @ united fromt orgenisaticn, and have the c
function of uniting ell the enti-imperialist forces in the struggle 4
under the leadership of the working class. This rescltuion was with-
drawn by the Lljority group efter their other Resolttion was deBeated.

When electi y lationel Executive were held the members of the

ijority ;;gﬁ; ngagzdnsomination. They were Rkl Conng};y, Nora Cogn-

olly 0'Brien, M. Price, T. Maguire end Barney Conway,(0: Vigslorkens

i Union'of Irelsnd). Ui. Price seid that "He éad left the I.R.A. because
it would not sccept his slogen o? e Workers' Republic as the.maln lins

L of fight, and it would be inconsistent for him tc accept nomlnatign

for Executive on these grounds. Ee had but one place to tumn -- the

Citizen Army, .

-“;;ggn : +ted, including P. O'Donnell, F. Rysn [
Cuttve of 40 was elected, Semn Lurray and Jemes Larkin jnre «

G.'I.:Lmore’~ Cers Hughes, L&y Lavarty:
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The Congress received messages of support from the League Ageins
Imperia%ism, the Irish Workers' Clubs in America, the British Youth
Anti-War and Anti-Fascist lovement end the Indian political Group.
was agreed delegates to the Indian Polki Congress in London.

It

Conclusion

We hope to issue a pamphlet in the near future dealing with the fortuse

.nes of the Republican Congress after this meeting. But it is important

first of ell to understend what was at issue at the meeting &n Sept.

11934,

_fWhat;was not at issue was the fact that it was virtually impossitle for
" a capitalist ruled Ireland to exist side bty side with an imperialist

Britein end te independent of it. That was not at issue. Nor was the
fact, thaet only the working clags could lead the Irish nation to indep-
endence, at issue. Both sided wented Ireland independen: and socisl-
ist. The difference lay in the question of the method of striggle
needed %0 achieve these ends. '‘Both sides agreed-about what they wanted
to get. They disagreed sbout how to get it.

The lMia jority Group thought it was possitle for socialist revolutions to
occur in the 6 Cos. and the 26 Cos. within the imperislist framework,
and that the struggle against imperialism would begin after the sociale.
1st revolutions. The Minority Group held that socieslism could only

come af#er the imperialism hed teen overthrown, and that the immediate
task was therefore to unite all the anti-imperialist forces in a stru-
ggle for the Republie.

. This is & very old protlem and a very new problem. . James Connolly had

to deal with it, And it is still necessary to desl with it. So long

. @B imperielism remeins in Ireleng sng so long &8s the Irish nation rem-

slns in existence, this protlem will remain. It is inescapeble. It

%%g ?e ggrmulated in meny ways., It can be Seen from meny gngles.

by gigdiﬁvenggigd’ 2re trying, =nd will try eg?in, to escape from it

but whilegthe Iggggulgt;ons for it, or trying to see it from new angles,
11 SR & netion QXIS?S and is dominated ty imperialism the

PO Stark and objective ang no amountaf ment2l gymnestics or

wishful thinking can conjur
imperielism leeves the ngtign%t eway, It will only be removed when

O 2




- The Majority line did not involve Struggle 2gainst imperislisg,
: . 5 — | ~ Gll,._
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“Capitelism will be uprocted on the way to independence™; or "Imperiz-
lism will be overthrown on the wey to socielism™. These are the *wo
lines that met head-on at the Wepublican Congress of 1934. They met in
Connolly's day. They are meeting again te-day.

The struggle between the two lines in the Irish working class movement A
can be said to have begun when Sean 0O'Casey resigned from the secrat-

ryship of the Citizen Army in 1915 because he objected to ¢ >nnolly's
line on the national question,- {though, in this instence, other issues
were also invoived). ‘Connolly took the line later taken by the lMinor-
ity Group while O'Casey took the line of the Majority Group. ?This
was also Larkin's line)

At the present day the heirs of the kajority Group are the revisionist
Irish Workers' Party and the trotskyist Irish Workers' Group, toth of
which hold that the Free State is an independent Reputlic. The heir
of the lMinority Group is the Irish Communist Orgenisation. The Conn-
olly Association tries to straddle the difference, but in practice its
line has been that of the Majority Group. It too puts around .the idea
that the Fr=e State is an independent reputlic.

What were the practical consequences of the two lines in the situation
which existed in 1934? The epplicstion of the kinority line would lead
to en intesifying of the struggle for independence, while the la jority'
line would postpone the struggle for independence and campaign for the

socielist overthrow of De Valers.

But there wes a struggle for nattonsl independence in progress, =2nd

De Velersa had built up a mass following on the tasis of a Republicen
progremme. The Ne jority line did not relate at all to this situation.
It would heve led to a form of strugzle not releting to the existing

situeation.

The task of exposing De Valers énd winning over his mess following was

2 mA jor one. The whole progress of the struggle depended on this.

The Me jority line, since it wes cgrinst engeging in struggle for an
indpendent Republic, cQuld not have exposed Pe Valere to his followers.

It would have exposedpss 2 person who w2sS in opposition to the struggle
for & Workers' Reputllc, es £ non-seeialist. But, then, hs hag pevgr
cleimod to be & socinlist and his following Was not besed on g sooiol- |
ist progrsmme. It wes bmsed on = Republicen programme. The Minority
line would heve exposed him &s a non-Republicfn. If he hﬁd'béen expo-
sed as 2 non-Reputlican he would heve been punctured, i

9 0 @00 %500 0nss e

Republicanism, in Irelend,-me=ns struggle against Britisn imperis
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only egsinst Irish cepitelism, against the Free State. The Free State )
and Stormont governments would have to bte overthrown and replaced by a ; ‘
socialist government before the struggle against imperialism could te i
launched. Irish capitalism had to be overthrown tefore imperialism - =y ]
could be got at. This was the Msjority ling. o & M

ortance. The Mejority line pre-supposed that the Free State could bte

overthrown without overthrowing imperialism in Irelend. This line could

have gathered together for the attack on the Free State all the forces

opposed to capitalism, but not all those opposed to imperialism. Somse, [
and probatly many, anti-imperialist forces would have teen in active q B
opposition to socielism. !

This is where the class nature of thé Free Stete tecomes of supreme imp- (

The Majority Garoup would have come to the Free.,State té overthrow it as

an independent capitelist State. And what would they have found? As \
soon as a finger wss ‘12id on it, the little mouse .ofz:an Irish Free

State would have struck back with the claws of the British lign. They

would have come equipped for combat with a mouse, and they would have
discovered that. the mouse was not a mouse at all but @ lion; or the

catspaw of & lion. Then lik=s it or not, they would have had to appeel

to all the Republicé&n forces to rally =gainst imperislism, and their
misadventure would have Boe® trying to apply the Minority line under

highly unfavourable circumstances.

The morel is that it is necessary to know the nature of the bemst that
you are stalking.

The Ninority Group recognised the nature of the beast. Their line was
designed“for struggle sg2inst the British Smpire. If the “mpire had
been dealt with and disposed of the step from there to the Workers' Rep-
ublic would have teen very small.

The main obstacle to the estatlishing of the Workesrs' Reputlic is not

the Irish gombeen man. He is e very winor obstacle. The main obstacit-

to the estzblishing of a Workers' Reputlie is the szme as the main

cbstacle to the esteblishing an independent Pecple's Republic. It is

the British Empire. The Irish gombeen men is only a glove puvpet on the

hend Of the British monopoly cepitelist. Breck the hand of the menopels
capitnlist and the gombeen man will only be = reg. Y £

0006008 00008 00 b b0 ]

The MpJoTrity fGroup as one of their arguments for the slogan for s
werkers' Reptolic, seid thet the Northern workers would not be interes-
ted in Ehfsitruggle for an independent Republic. This line of resson-
ing 18 g 3 ”
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i TH = There g mumbers of workers all over Irelsnd who are not active in the
g % Nationastruggle, and who mre not interested in it. Whet are the
®) reasongor this? Thers are two basi. reasons. The first is that the
developlent of class consciousness and political awareness by the -
workersn 8@ capitalist society is hindered in numerous wasys by the

She capitalist cless. Im the first place it is done by the
I s al se

2tate

educatilal system that Pearse called the ‘murder machine'. : :
ione evly minute of the day by the propogenda organs of capitalist -
society| tbw newspspers, radio, television, cinema and God knows what

else.
ond plsce it is caused by the failure of the Latour Parties,
{ union leaders and & number of supposedly sociaslist owrganisat-
ions to xplain to the workers the significence for them of the stru-
gzle aganst imperialist.. There ere "socialists” and "Marxists®™ in
Irel=nd ho are out and out-opponents of Republicsnism, and who there-
fore aresupporters of the imperislist domination of Ireland. They are
new fomm of the "Orange"socialist& that 'Connolly scourged. Large
numbers F these Qrunge socislists gre active in the Nerkh. They are

e found in the South. Is it eny wonder then that numbers of

Ze0 to f

. werkers,who .are subjected to Unionist propogande from the imperislist
“socialists™ as wel: as from the imperialist cepitalists, do not real-
ise the significence foxr them of the anti-imperislist.struggle. Imper-
islist fifluence in the working cless is something to te fought ageinst

with patient "end persistent effort. It is oot something to base one's
policies on.

- - ™
To imegincthet the imperieslist quesStion can be avoided in the Six Cos .,
to imagine thet there can be a socialist overthrow of the STormont 3
| goverhment behind the back of British imperiezlism is- rether outlsndish.
. 1 It overloeks the little fact that the Six Cocs. is not cnly a direct
. ?%’ colony of Britesin's, but is 2 %olcniml police state.

As a consequence of the
Reputlicanism had

@
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Unionlism is & terrible force in the Six Cos,
movement that culminsted in Cerson 2nd Brocketorough.

hes bteen turned into the equivalent of the devil fcr sSections of the
Imperinlist consciousness in sections of the Nore-
£

working class there.

- 1 thermn working class is @ tig problefs. We will not solve it by pretend-
b ‘ng that it isn't there. There is e fish called the stickleback.

"hon he comes up sgainst & certain protlem, and it turns out to be

big protlem, he turns sway from it, sticks his nose in the sand, and

J 1
!‘Eﬁk wiggles his tail.

If when we come up agtinst imperislist idems in Northern workers .. we
. do not desl with the problem of ersdicrting them, but turn eway fyom

them ond pretend thot something else is the protlem, 2nd change ou
icies so that they do not conflict with these idees, we shs1] be
v Ing vory like the stickleback.,

n
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