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INTRODUCTION

Peoples Democracy has always fought for a broad-based campaign on the
question of H Block, [From the moment Britain withdrew political status
we tcok the initiative in trying to win mass support for the prisoners, ‘We
were active from the beginning in building the RACs, ‘Ve took the
initiative in bringing together a broad spectrum of political forces at the
1978 Coalisland Conference which paved the way for the current H Block
campaign, Subsequently we organised the Burntolligt .Commemoration
March around the H Block issue in order to create greater public aware-
ness of the prisoners! plight. Later we were centrally Invoh)ed in the
McAllskey election campaign which was or;g'aﬁfséd iA support of the H
Block demands and drew 25,000 votes; '

Our persistent efforts to build broad support for the H Biock prisoners
drew heated criticism from both Sinn Feln and 'thé'l.éft,” The Provos
claimed that we were selling-out the National struggle while the Left
denounced us for wanting o aiilance with bou‘r'lg‘elo_ls [nd|v1dual s .and
partiecs, WNeither accusation was true and by partlcmatmg themselves ln
the National Smash H Block Coramittee cur critics have n practnce come

to recognise this,

Today no cne can doubt the merit of a broad~based campaigns The H
Block Committee!s list of success is lmpr'essnh-. _The conspiracy of
silence has been breached and tens:of thousands of bécple have received
fir st hand information about the conditions in Long Kesh and Armagh,.
Thousands:of people have heard ex-prisoners and relatives explain the
reasons for the struggle, Hundreds of activists have been organised to

make sure the campaign grows.

Peoples Derocracy has been involved thrcughout Iréland in this campaign.
We are active in Belfast, Dublin, Limerick and Cork., W¥e have been to
the forefront of the Armagh [Prisoners Solidarity Commiittee and have
been active in the trade unions and the student movem nt, In this
pamphlet we explain the reason for our involvement in the campaign and
how we see it developing in the overall context of the National struggle
and the fl‘g'n'! 'fbr' soa::lallsmu “The success of the campaign to' date is
clear, But it is also clear that we have reached a plateau in our
activity. 1f. we are going to take the struggle forward we mu st know
where we are headed, ‘We hope by taking a long-term view of the .
struggle we can pin-point some of th2 Important opportunities to bé

availed of now.
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H=-BLOCK:IRI5H REVOLUTION ON THE MARCH

The H—Block/Armagh struggle has galned impressive momentum over the
past year, %“While bringing the struggle to mew heights it has now seemed
to leval out at a pl ateau, The publiéity campaign of Ieafleting, picketing,
marching has created aﬁ enhanced awareness of the hellish conditions

in H-Block/Armagh and a great deal of sympathy with the prisoners brave
fight, But the campaign cannot remain at this leval indefinitely or else it

~will begin to fade., A concerted effort to actively organise the new mass

awareness and sympathy |s needed In the form of a structured movement.

it is at the leval of buildin{; an actual organisation that the campaign has
been weakest. Certainly there are technical problems at the root of this
but the ultimate source of weakness is a political one - we need a clear
answer to the following questions:

- What social forces are going to actively support the prisoners?

- What political forces must be involved In the campaign?

Only when we have glven a definite reply to these questions will we be clear

about the type and structure of the organisation we need,

POLITICS

This where the whole debate about whether or not the campaign should be
based purely, or mainly, on "humanitarian grounds!" comes in, The
humanitarian aspect.of the campaign is indeed a vital aspect. .But it does
not mean that the H-Block campaign can be divorced from politics or that
those who do not aspire to national liberation can become a major clornponent
of it. To imagine otherwise Is to fly in the face of the facts. The very .
reason for the: H-Block struggle is Britain's attempt to pretend that the
resistance in the North has no political rational, By branding Its opponants
as "eriminal s"" Britain hopes to avoid responsibility for its own political
crimes. Only so long as Britain can hide the political nature of the conflict
in the North can it hope to restrict popular support for the H-Block/Armagh
prisoners, To place an embargo on "politics" is to play into the hands of
Thatcher, Atkins and Co,.

Experience has al so shown us that the liberals, intellectuals and others

who do not recognise, even in a historic sense, the nead for national
liberation, have not flocked to the H-Block campaign. The active campaigners
have been those who supported the national liberation struggle over the past
decade. The broad, popular, base of the campaign has been comprised of
those who, while being n;aither Socialist or Republican, retain a long

term hope for complete national independence.
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HUMANITARIANI Sv

At the same time it would be wrong 10 dismiss the humanitarian aspect of the
H-EZlock struggle. It has played an important role in mobilising support, but
this is precisely because the humaniiarian instincts of the Irish people are
linked t their political traditions. These humanitarian instincts have been
fashioned out of a ceaseless struggle against oppression. The compassion felt
by ordinary people for:the political prisoner is born of an Ingrained historic
experience wnich tells tham that it is basically Britain which is the agressor .
and not the Republicans, Even If only.in an instinctive way the prisoners!
struggle is respected because they are seenasvictims of Imperialist

domination

Recognition of the hutanitarian appeal of the H-~Elock struggle ¢can in no way
justify a relegation of the Naticnal struggle.  On the contrary we should be

aware that as humanitarian solidarity with the prisoners grows, the whole

question of Britains domination of Iréland will be posed all the more coneretely

in the minds of thé Irish people,

Does this mean that the H-Block /,-\-'"nagh campaign cheuld immediately .
broadan its programme beyond the programme of the prisoners? NO because
because a general solution to the national problem is not yet posed concretely
in the' minds of the majority of the peopie., But it does meanithat our present .
tactics must flow from the logical thrust of the H=Rlcck struggle (towards
making theproblems of partition and independence a more tangable reality)

and not simply from the curreint, rudimentry humanitarian consciousness..

of the people.”

EIANNA FAIL AND THE SDLLE

i wee_at:em;"at to restrict the campaigh to an artificial humanitarian framework
we will end Llp ina cui_ dcr‘sac_'.'r ‘We HaVe to take Into account the political
framework fn whiéh \lo\/é are operating. 'The salient featﬁre of the existing
polltlcal sﬂuatlon is'the decpenl.xg popu]ar' d1 scontcnt following Britainls”
fallure to conced‘_ any r‘efO. mao togetho" wlth 1ts return to open rellance on the
onailsts. Thts popular d.scomcn' is r‘nflected in the per‘vaswe conflict

that h:\s dooced Fnannc. Fa!l and the .vDL.F’ The mass following of these '
parties are d! sHIusmned WIth the COllaer‘atIOl"ll‘“t policies of their lcaders

- hence thc sackmg of L_yﬁc:"1 and the r'em_gade status of Fitt, Ther‘e is

now an acceptence that only firm opposition to Eritish repression and

domiration can pave the way forward,

' 1 @ iy ; . : )
There is still a major obstacle, however, to a resumption of mass struggle
for Nattonal Liberation, The problem is that there are still widespread

illusions In the new lcaderships of the SOL& and Flanna Fail, The

s

National H-Slock Campalgn has been fecling the reality of this, ©n the

ohe hand we have found znorous good-will towards the prisoners; on the
other hand it has proved dJdifficult to translate this into a massive show of -
strength on the streets, RMany people don't appreciate the need for a show of
strengath because they think Haughy et al are going to challenge the Erits.

If we arec going to convince ordinary people to become active in a practical

way on the H-Block issue we must make a concerted effort to expose the spine-
lessness of the Fianna Fzil and SDLP leaders, This can only be done through
an open campaign to force the contradacnons in these parties to the fore,

And of course it is not only the contradictions in these parties that need to

be unveiled but also the double dealings of ihe Independence Party, the
BElaneyites and the Church-hierarchy, whose words are not matched by deeds,

EXPERIENCE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Gome people in the campaign believe that if we move in this direction we wiH
be going beyend the humanitarian bacis of the H-Block/Armagh issue and wili
tharebye allenate the rank and file S:lp-pn[‘_t-.?r*h cf the SDLP and FF,
Reasening such as this s reminiscent of the th inkking which parallised the
Civil Right=s Movement and delivered it over bound hand and foot to the SDLP.
The Civil Rights leader s wanted to kiep the moverent "non-political!; they
wanted to confine its brief to purely ""demccratic issues" and at all costs
avoid "conflictV, They obstinately refused (o take up new Issues as they
arose; /bove all, when it became clear to everyone that Britain was
unwilling to concede reforms, they refused to take the next logical step

- challenge the right of Eritain to be in Ireland In the first place, Asa
result the CRIA degenerated into 3 talk—shop and becam Iir‘rélevél“lt. In short
the fundamental error of the Civil Rights Movement leaders was their Inabllity
to recognise that "democratic" &:1d "human rights! demands are Incxtricably
bound up with the National Question, and that the struggle for even limited
democratic reforms inevitably comes Ihfql collision with those who want to
retaln links with Sritaln.,

We donlt want to make the same mistake with the H=Block Campalgn. True,
the demands of the prisoners are modest enough. But the brutallty'belng
inflicted on them Is the spear head of ~n attempt to subdue the Northern
minority and enable Eritain to put power kack firmly in the hands of the
loyalists, It is because Haughy and Co "ave noc Irtention of breaking with
2Zrittsh lmperialism and don't want to rock thez boat that they remaln silent
about H-E'nck,
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The problem therefore Is not that we will alienate support by putting pressura
on the leaders of the SCL P and FF. The real problem is that If we don!t
confront the collaborators, the anti-imperialist popuiation who

have illusions in them, wili be led up a biind ally, Apathy and indiffference
will be the Inevitable outcome, The potential of the H-Elock struggle will

then have been undermined in the same way as the civil rights struggle,

WINNING MASS SUFFPCET

If we are clear that the FH-Elock struggle Is not just Yanother issuz! but a
prelude to a resumption of the National struggle on a mass scale which will
challenge the hold of the SDLP and FF over the majority of the Irish people,
then this will guide us on how we should, here and now, organise our i

activities,

In the first place when we talk of supporters of FF and the SDLP we are
talkking about the workers and small farmers of Irecland, As individuals

thoy are subject to the manipulation and demagoguary =f the collaborators,
But when they organise as a class or in ways which seek to give them more
control of their lives the story ic different, In thelr trade unions, womensl!,
youth, cultural, sporting, organisations they display independence and flex-
idility of thought, If we really intend to win the active support of workers
and small-farmers then a vague "propaganda' campalgn aimed indiscriminately
at theﬂ general population will not suffice, We will instead have to direct

our rallying call into the mass organisations,

The National H=-Blocik Committee has allready recoagnised the necessity of this
by appolmlng a special organisor in chargo of trads union work, Eut this
activity i'rm:st be carried out more systematically ahd in as many mass organi s-
ations as possable, Such work is not just a usefull option but an absolute

nacessity,

THE TRADE UNIONS

A campaign within the trade unions must be made a high priority, Cver the
past year the unions, especially in the South, have demonstrated their
capacity to mobilise workers on issues which directly concern them, The
scale of these mobillsations has created a fermentation among the rank and
file who are now more confident in challenging the government on a varlety
of fronts, This can be sean by the growing number of Unions and Trades
Councils supporting the H-Block/Armagh prisoners, As the struggle of the
workers intensify and reveal Irelands economic subordination to Eritain and
other Imperialist Powers we can expect an even inoire favourabls response
from the unions on the gquestion of H-Block and Armagh.
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Fowever we cannot simply wait on the economic crises to sharpen workers
appreciation of the MNational struggle., Trades unionists will not relate to
Anti-lmperialism if it is put acress to them on a .pur‘ely propaganda basis.
Not words arc< i+ ~szlutizns, but a real struggle, will awaken thelr conscious—
ness, it isup to the National H-Block Cormmittee to ensure that there is a
practical struggle they can identify with and participate In,

For this reason it would be a mistake to sit back and hope that the cause of
the prisoners will be taken up independently in the trade unions, /e have
seen that the response from the unions so far has been gencrated largely
by the credibility of the National H-Block Committees own campaign, [If we
want to extend i s success of the National Committee we must continue to
taice direct responsibility for trade union woric and seek to mobilise

wori:lng class support under its own name,

Those who say that a Trad: Union H-Block campaign independent of the
H-Elock Committee would be more flexible and produce better results arc
either deluding themselvas or being less than honest. The latter is the
case with the Communist Farty, T hey want an "independent! trade unlon
campalgn because, as they have stated, they don't want to be identified with
the Frovo "terrorists!!, But since most of the prisoners are Frovos and
since the main body of the activists on the H-Clock issue identify with the
Provos it is plain to see that the C, F.!s independent!! campaign would be

little more than an inactive rump.,

Uinfortunately scctions of the "far-left" also put forward the idea of an
independent trade union campaign. They argue that the prisoners cause will
get more support if it is linked to questions of repression which directly a
affect workers eg anti-trade union legislation, cviction laws etc,. The

logic here is schematic and dubious, The fact is that, at the momant, workers
struggles, by and large, are not being directly repres_sed by the state,

It is hard to see how the majority of workers who do not experience state
repression against their struggles would automatically identify with resistence

to the repression in the H-Blocks and Arimagh,

Cf course in the future It is certain that workers struggles wlll be subjected
to state repression, Eut are we to wait till then? Anyway reslstence to
lleconomic repression! is no guarentee of sympathy with H-Eloclk/armagh,
wWhat links the two Issues togethor [s not the gencral category of repression
but the fact both types of struggle have the same practical effect = the
nocessity of smashing of imperialist domination In Ireland,



WORIKERS AND THZ NATIONAL U ZSTION

The problem with most of the "far-ieft! is that they do not accept that the
economic struggle will have to pass through a.political siruggie to smash
British-imperialism, On the contrary, the Sa0v for example, kbelieves that
the tasks of the anti-imperialist struggie (cg democratic rightis, partition,
naticnal Independence, ete.} will be accomplished as a "oy product® (to use
their phrase) of an economic struggie for secialism, - Accordingly they see
the National Twestion as of only marginal interest {o workers., Because
they imagine that natiocnal-democratic issues are 50 secondary they think
that workers will be-motivated to take them up only if they are directly
related to economic issuss, In reality, the apparently "revolutionary!
idea of tagging on economic demands to naticnal demands stems from a
reformist misunder standing of the potential in the anti-imperialist struggle,

In the end it has merely a propagandz value which cannot lead to action,

By contrast [Feoples! Jemocracy starts from the revolutionary iviarxi st

per spective of Ferianent Revolution, « the.view that the National struggle
grows over Into socialism. We believe that Imperialism creates and
guarentees the frameswork for economic exploitation, Only by confronting
and abalishing the political structures which Eritain has imposed on Ireland
can the economic liberation of the workers be assured. For us therefore
the Mational Question is a gquestion of fundamental importance for workers,
It cannot be left in the background te be solved at a later date when workers
have selved their econoimic problems, as they will not solve them without
challenging imperialisii. That is why we are convinced that'a campaign

on an issue lilkke H-Blocik should begin nowy even If a majority of workers

do not see its relevance, For the same reason we reject an artifical linking
of national-democratie demands to econoriic issues, A campaign around
such a combination of issues would only attract the converted; we would
spend our time trying to explain the connection, ‘’'orker s, however will

not respond to "explanations" — they will respond to action, /.t the moment
the National H=Elock Committee is the only credible focus for carrying out
this activity. No H-Elock campaign in the trade unions will be successfull
independent of it, )
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THE RCLE OF WOMEN

The fact that there are over thirty women political prisoners in Armagh
Jall Is a reflection that women are involved in the national liberation
struggle at all levels, Like their sistersin other oppressed nations,

(for example In Vietn am), the demands of the struggle have required
thousands of nationalist women in.the North to go beyond their tradition-
ally defined roles © housewlves and mothers, They have become the core
of the resistance —- organising in the communities; not only doing welfare
work for the prisoners, but in building the political status campaign,
making speeches, etc,, and p articipating directly In the armed camp a ign.
At the same time they have borne much of the weiéht of maintaining day-to-
day life in their homes and communities, under all the difficulties created
by the war sltuation., By belng actively involved in th& political struggle
against Imperialism, these women have-gained experience and confidente
in themselves that can never be taken away from them, By flghl’lhg for

the self-determination ‘'of their nation they have begun to fight for control
of thelr ovn lives -- and learned the methods of struggle by which both
can be achieved,

The imperialist oppressors are well aware of thé: threat that the resistance
of the nationalist women poses to their domination, They have a well-=wo
worked out strategy of using the specific oppression of women and their
location In fhe family to try and break the community-based struggle ~-
wrecking of homes, sexual assault and harassment, victimising chlldr"en,
etc, And of ¢course the women prisoners are subjected to repression and
ill treatment which is speclifically intended to degrade them as women:

lack of ganitary facilities, sexual abuse, having their children:put into

lcarel,

The severity of the repression against the national i st women of the North
and their hefulc slr‘uggle; agalnst it has inspired feminists and other woinen
in many countries, particularly Britain, to actively involve themselves in
solidarity work. They easlly Identify the fight of Irish women for self-
determination with their own efforts to take control over their own lives;
even though rmany of the. women In thé nationalist struggle"@éuldl not con-

sider themselves lwomen'!s |iberationists!,

In the South of Ireland, however, many of the women who are part of the
feminlst movement do not under stand the connection, =ven many of those
who are most politicised on many other questions do not see the link
between their campaigns and the national liberation struggle, They do not
recognise that they cannot achieve their |iberation as women in a ssate
that labour s under the yoke of imperlallst domination,
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veanwhile the overwhelming majority of women in the 25 Counties, many -
of whoin are in sympathy with their sisters in the North, do not identify
with the women's movement and remain inactﬂié, and the feminists remain

isolated,

The campaign around the Armagh pr-isoner'_s provides an opportunity to
bring many more Irish wormen into activity -- activity which will give them
the ability to transform their own lives, Those women who are politicised
and organised have a r_espon.sibi._lity to take up the defence of the Armagh
prisoners who are struggﬁngf_o.s; political ‘status. ‘Theyr must come to
rea_l?se that their struggle for v;o;"naqi; libe'r-'ation canno:' be éeparated
from the struggle for national Iiberatioﬁ. It is not a matter of national
liberation coming 'first!, then dealing with 'women!s! issues -- rather
that by the very fact of women bbcommg politicised and or‘ganlsed they w;ll
begin to take an equal place in the struggle, and the new .:ocn..ty that will
come after the defeat L.-f Imperialism, However |f the struggle of the
prisoners is defeated and there is a victory of |mper'ialrsm, the gains

that have been. made, howeverj_mlnimgl for democr‘atlb mghts for women

will also be lost.

The national liberation struggle cannot be won if the population of the
South —- on. even half of It —— remains passive observers,

The best way to build the campaign is within the framework of the
National Smash H-Block Committee, as the bro adest possuble campaian
around the demands of the pmsoner‘_s._ While it is lportant to structure
the Armagh campaign in such a way as to :enéourage the par-ticipatiori of
women (ie emphasis on women!s meetings, provi 556n of t‘:lhil‘d-care at
major events, raising the specific treatmgnt of the 'womeln pr-isoner's,: e;c),
it should not be seen as something separate and apart from the politi‘cai
status campaign of all the prisoners, In order to achieve the greatest
success, the Armagh campaign needs solid links with the activity being
done for the men in H-Block, .

We must bring into the campdign as many women as we can, and this can
best be facilitated by hav!ng a distinct s.rb—commlttee which would be
oriented to wornen and organised pmmamly I:}y. woraen, But whether women
wupport the campaign because they'see it as a women's Issue, for
humanitarian reasons, or whatcver -- and we make no restrictions on
who ¢an participate so long as they support the demands of the prisoners:
== we must:work to.-win them to an under standing and support of the

political statls protestand the struggleithat has brought it about,

1A

YCUTH AND H-BLOCK
It Is important for the H Elock/Armagh campaign to reach out to young

people, In the South well over half the population is under the age of
twenty-five and the situation is similar among the minority in.the Nortn,
The burden of imperialist domination falls heaviest on youth, They arce. .
the cnes who pay most in ter'ms of unemployment and living conditions,
They also pay a hlgh pmce m ter'ms of the social and cultural stultlflca:ion
which secreates fr‘orn the pores of a neo—colomal system, It is no wonder
they are attracted to the movement for natjonal liberation, They are
constantly .,eelfing a dll"CCtIOh for thelr own idealism and enthusiasm, The
fact that youth are now such a olgnlflcant section of the population makes

a potential oolmcai force to be r-eckoned wi th,

The H "’Iock//\r‘mach campaign can provide an excellent focus for the
radicalisation of youth, INeot. only is it part of the National struggle, but it
also has a direct appeal for youth in:that most of the prisoners are them-
selves young pecple. /A .casual observation of meetings and demonstrations
shows that lyouth are already an important component of the campaign, e

must do more to gain from zhe‘p;otential.

Because young people ars ignored or harassed by society, they are largely
unorganised. Zven in the H Block/Armagh campaign they have been left
unorganised -~ a fact that has occasionally lead to friction between them
and stewards, We should change this immediately, Publicity material

directed specifically directed at youth is a vital necessity.

Apart from making an appeal to youth in general we should make an effort
to reach them where they have some minimal organisation —- in tradt
unions, colleges, schools, youth and sporting clubs, etc, To do this
effectively we will have to consider the possibility of a specific-organi-
sational structure for youtn work within the National Smash H Block

Committee,

A FIGHTING ORGANISATION -

The people we want to get involved in the H Block campaign are mostlly the
oppressed and exploited people of Ireland -~ workers and small farmers;
women and youth, They are’also the people who, while not directly
identifying with Kepublicans and Socialists, recognisc that National
freedom and democracy is an integral part of securing progress in
Ireland, These two factors will determine how we structure and develop
the' H Block /Armagh campaign,

We must recognise the limits placed by capitalism on the time and energy

of working class people, There isno way they can participate in the
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H Elock campaign directly at every level andon a day‘-'-'ta—t'jay'ba'sis. Yet - --
they will be the backbone of any successful campaign. It is necessary to

striye consciously to rgconcile this contradiction,

In the fir st'blace’ this will require the building of committees in local arecas
and in‘tihe mass organisations. We are already well on the way to
establishing a network of local committees, But these cannot develop their..
full potential unless-their .work i's properly coordinated, .To help thls
along we need a national leader ship, not of 'notable individuals!, but of
activists who are rooted firmly in the localities, It is not simply a matter,
of achiévifig'a good geographical balance; more importantly- it is a matter

of ensuring that the people around the country who are willing to build the
campaign are given the responsibility and opportunity to do so. In addition
we urgently need a national organisational centre witih a full time worker

which can give the national leadership professional backup,

To ensure that the local ‘committces attract the maximum number of

people they'should be as open and democratic as possible, The question
of democracy is central. A proper representationj and delegate structure
is the only guarantee that the ideas and decisions of the local ac_tivists
will filter through the entire campaign. If we don!t endeavour to build
along these lines we will squander o_‘ur; human resources, There has been
a practice in the campaign to date of activists tak'ing an important '
responsibility of .their own .accord, While this ensures tha! the vyor‘%{ geits
done it weakens the campaign in the long run, In paf‘tlf:ular it encour"'age.s
indiffer:‘ence: among the rnajority of supportéers who end up as passive

spe: tator s.

The guestion of structures is not merely an organisational one, The type
of structure proposed al:;cnleJ%_adap?edE to t.he type of social fdr‘ces w:e_ '
wish to see Involved and to/over‘ail political thrust of the campai'g'n.l
Workers, who have to spend iost of their time earning a living need to
be able to share out and delegate their authority to permit real partici-
pation in a movement. iviore than that the tasks on the hational Str‘ﬁggl‘e'
will not bé accompliéhed through the existing 'déénocraticl structures
wﬁich have beén bu.il_:_ in fact tduprevenf the culmination of the National
struggle, _New‘t‘ypes'of democratic structures will have to be built in

the course _61’ lhe r_‘es_i stance to British if‘nper;ialism. It is above al I', for
these reasoas that FPeoples Democracy considers It important to cultivate™
working-c‘l'ass democracy in struggles 'such as the H Block/Armagh one,
It is only on this basis of democratic str*uctu'r‘eé that we will be able to
pr‘ogr'e'ss to a'higher and rmore comprehensive confrontation with the -

undemocratic organs of Britain!s puppet system in.lrcland,
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