No change as Patten is gutted

hat began as a de-
mand to disband the
RUC, lock, stock and

barrel declined into a campaign
to fully implement the Patten
report. Now, even that has been
refused and the British Govern-
ment is imposing its own version
of policing on the North of Ire-
land. In reality, there never was
any prospect of things being dif-
ferent. Control of policing is not
an optional extra for a ruling
power - it is a fundamental
necessity.

Moreover, in a region where the
very legitimacy of the state has
long been questioned by a sub-
stantial section of the popula-
tion, the ruling power will only
ever permit cautious, meagre
reform. The objective will not be
to make policing more account-
able and democratic. The pur-
pose instead is to consolidate
support for the state by having
its one-time adversaries endorse
any government’s first line of
defence - its police force.

For this very reason, every Brit-
ish Government has ensured that
there has been a unitary police
service in Northern Ireland since
the island was partitioned. The
same authority that controls the
political Special Branch and the

paramilitary DMSUs (District
Mobile Support Units) also takes
charge of traffic safety, domes-
tic violence incidents and regu-
lation of addictive substances.
Unlike some continental coun-
tries, it becomes almost impos-
sible therefore to support civil
order without simultaneously
supporting the state.

There is nothing new in the Brit-
ish  Government’s recent
approach to policing. They are
ever willing to make cosmetic
change just so long as the core
elements of their device remains
in place. For those old enough
to recall the early 1970’s, the
current manoeuvring with the
RUC is all too reminiscent of the
abolition of the dreaded “B” Spe-
cials and their replacement by
the Ulster Defence Regiment.
Changes of title, uniform and
line-of-command even, yet still
the same ethos and practice
from those patrolling the streets.
Above all else, any new force will
remain de facto as a buttress of
the state.

The debate (debaclé more likely)
surrounding policing under
Stormont is, in many ways, the
working out of the Good Friday
Agreement in microcosm. Basic
to the Accord is the acceptance

that the essential elements of the
status quo will remain in place.
Thereafter, details will emerge
and develop as a result of a se-
ries of contests between the dif-
ferent political groups working
inside the “Big House”. Due to
the fact that unionism is quite
sanguine about a return to direct
rule - and can therefore afford to
blink last in an impasse - the
treaty is being adjusted more to-
wards Mr. Trimble’s taste than
that of Hume and Adams.

have to be resolved. The in-

-congruous situation where
political parties hold positions as
ministers in the Executive but are
unable to endorse the police
force will lead to difficulties.
Either they must come to terms,
officially or otherwise, with the
new law enforcement agency or
they will be forced to abandon
their participation in the admin-
istration of the state.

I n time these anomalies will

Such decisions will not be easy
for the SDLP or Sinn Fein. Evi-
dence to date suggests that they
will wrestle with the dilemma for
some time but in the end they
will make some form of accom-
modation with the system. That
has been the nature of their in-
volvement in the “Process”.



Editorial

n the last issue of Fourthwrite, we began our editorial by say-
I ing that this magazine is published as a contribution to “ free-

dom of expression and debate.” Our commitment to that
position remains unchanged in spite of harassment of IRWG
members, Anthony Mclntyre and Tommy Gorman. What has to
be kept in mind is that the culture of censorship runs danger-
ously deep in Ireland. The right-wing theologians of the 1930's,
1940’s and 1950’s were only exceeded in their enthusiasm for
suppression by the Dublin media of the 1970’s, 1980’s and
1990’s. The people jeering outside the Gorman and Mclintyre
homes recently, bear an unpleasant resemblance to the Youth
Defence mobs roaming parts of the South in the last few years.

As a result of anti-democratic efforts made to silence IRWG mem-
bers and denigrate their magazine, a campaign is being launched
under the slogan “Democracy - A campaign for freedom of po-
litical expression”. It is hoped that this action will draw wide-
spread support and that it can act as a timely reminder to all
political activists in this country that there can be no progressive
movement of any significance if the right to express a political
expression depends on the approval of either government press
officers or menacing vigilantes.

Irish republicanism is not a fixed canon. Itis and must be an
ideology that adjusts to change. Old ideas have to be challenged
and either retained or retired on the basis of well argued consid-
erations. New ideas require an airing and they too have to un-
dergo the most rigorous examination before adapting or adop-
tion or rejection. In this issue, Fourthwriteis beginning the search
for a new republican programme and policy. As the IRWG has
often said before, this is not something that can be obtained
tailor-made from the Oracle nor should it be handed down to us
on tablets of stone from “wise men on mountain tops”.

Radical Irish Republicanism sets itself the task of bringing de-
mocracy to this island, so what tasks remain? Is the new repub-
lic to be a workers republic? What economic benchmark do
republicans set for the citizens? How will republicans adopt an
ethical and neutral foreign policy and can a foreign policy be
both? How can local communities gain democratic empower-
ment? What do we propose for the ecology? How do we pro-
vide for freedom of political expression? And how might we bring
all of this about?

To address these and other questions successfully and meaning-
fully, it is essential that free speech is a universal right. Not a
qualified right but an unfettered one. Whether an opinion is
popular or derided it must not be suppressed. Those who be-
lieve in this maxim have the responsibility to strive to have it
enacted. “Freedom for each is the necessary condition for free-
dom for all” said Bakunin. Repression of one is repression of all,
we might add.
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Irish Republican Writers Group
The Irish Republican Wiiters Group
/s a body open to any republican
thinker who believes in the unfet-
tered expression of republican
/deas.

The purpose is to facilitate discus-
sion and analysis of republican
ideas. Of primary interest are those
deas which deal with strategic mat-
ters and which address the question
‘what is to be done?’

However, this paper is open to all
republican ideas and related contrr-
butions, regardless of the field -
political, cultural, social or
economic.

Web: rwg.phoblacht.net
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The European Rapid Reactlon Force

Should we be part of a Fuporean army?

Army recruiting posters called on

young men to join the army and
see the World and its people. Anti-
militarists at the time, cleverly and
accurately wrote in the extra words
“and shoot them” at the bottom of
the poster’s logo. This ironic addi-
tion, while faintly amusing, was
eerily disturbing. It was in fact, too
accurate to be a real joke.

I‘n the not too distant past, British

Armies are by their nature designed
to kill and destroy because at the
end of the day that is their ultimate
purpose. Sometimes there is no rea-
sonable alternative to their latent or
practised brutality. The greater evil
may lie in permitting a wicked re-
gime take control or hold sway. In-
deed the readiness of a military
machine to ply its trade, might on
occasions be enough to dissuade
barbarous tyrants from using war-
fare instead of statesmanship. Justi-
fication for armies, there occasion-
ally may be. Ignoring what they are
trained to do does not however,
excuse anything.

It is essential therefore that every-
body on this island consider very
carefully what exactly is involved in
the creation of a European Rapid
Reaction Force (ERRF). Let us be
clear also that in spite of every de-
nial, any such body is a European
army. There is no such thing as a
military machine composed of a
confederation of independent, free-
thinking groups. Once committed
to the concept of ERRF, Ireland will
march to the drumbeat.

As Jonathan Eyal, director of stud-
ies at the Royal United Services In-
stitute in London, recently wrote in
The Irish Times;

“Theoretically, national govern-
ments continue to be accountable
to therr parliaments for military aft-
1airs. In practice. this arrangement

/s a recipe for future political scan-
dals. Europe’s military decisions are
fikely to come as a result of secret
compromises between many states.

By the time parliaments will be in-
wited to debate a crisis, the decision
on what needs to be done would
have already have been taken......”

Minister for Foreign Affairs Brian
Cowen and Minister of State,
Seamus Brennan were actually re-
ported as telling journalists in Bel-
gium that Irish involvement would
be; “approved by the Dai where ap-
propriate” In essence, it will not be
possible to pick the wars we like and
the ones we don’t. When Brussels
calls, we shall have to rise and do
our duty.

“an ethical
forejgn policy
coupled with a
commitment to
inform the public
of its contents
must form a
central plank in
any new
programme”

This duty may not be everything we
would expect either. it could involve
bombing a Chinese embassy, straf-
ing a convoy of elderly refugees
crossing a bridge or simply having
toignore - as the British Government
did recently - that only 40% of their
bombs landed on target. All of
which happened in the recent civil
war in Kosovo. On the other hand it
might mean having to participate in
a nasty campaign to maintain the
status quo in some part of Europe
where the status quo may not be
worth maintaining, Alternatively,
troops could be sent somewhere to
impose the type of “order” that is
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by Tommy McKearney

best described as pro-business and
friendly to the affluent.

There is a powerful dynamic abroad
in the world today which seeks to
impose a unitary model on us all.
Sometimes this phenomenon is re-
ferred to as the New World Order
and on other occasions,
Clobalisation. Almost always, it in-
volves the imposition of a Pax
Americana. There are certain ben-
eficial aspects to this process - the
end of the Cold War and the spread
of technology. There are many risks
too and the greatest is that a rigid
social order will emerge which strati-
fies the “haves” and the “have nots”
on both a national and international
basis.

In order to secure and reinforce this
process, the currently powerful will
organise multi-national military alli-
ances and groupings. Their task will
be to carry the rich man’s burden
and prevent certain uncontrollable
conflicts developing out of hand.
The Balkans will be policed, as will
the material-wealthy parts of Africa
and Asia. However, no similar inter-
vention will be visited on Israel or
Indonesia. Potentially, this is what is
at stake when we permit the Dublin
Government enlist us into the ERRF.

he plain truth is that the Irish

I people were not offered a

choice in this matter. The coa-

lition government refused to hold a

referendum and because of scant

discussion, many people are una-

ware of the implications of their de-
cision.

Elsewhere in this magazine, there is
a call to begin a process of develop-
ing a new and potent republicanism.
The question of an ethical foreign
policy coupled with a commitment
to inform the public of its contents
must form a central plank in any new
programme,



A progressive development is possible

his year we are celebrating (or
Taccording to taste) execrating

the Act of Union of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland which is already 200
years old. The Union was deeply
flawed right from the start. It was
supposed to be accompanied by
Catholic Emancipation - full politi-
cal rights for Catholic Ireland. But
this emancipation was delayed for
a generation, in fact, and, in the
event was only conceded - or so it
was perceived - because of fear of
a mass revolt in Ireland rather than
out of respect for the general justice
of the case.

When it looks at this moment in its

history, the British ruling class has a
certain cause for regret. In a sense,
its abashed silence this year about
a key development on the founda-
tions of its own state, honestly re-
flects a genuine uneasiness. On the
other hand, those Ulster Unionists
- or at any rate the large Presbyte-
rian section - who always sup-
ported Catholic emancipation, have
no reason to be quite so embar-
rassed. They, at least, respected the
liberal rhetoric, which accompanied
the implementation of the Union.

The Agreement of 1998 represents
an attempt to give Ireland closure
on the poisonous impulses, which
flow from this period. Britain no

by Paul Bew

longer acknowledges a selfish stra-
tegic interest. In 1800, it openly
stated that this was the prime im-
pulse of policy. This time, in princi-
ple, aliberal and progressive devel-
opment of Irish society is a possibil-

ity.

Classical Irish republicanism is
based on the conviction that this can
not occur while the Union lasts but,
for the time being atleast, the initia-
tive lies with those who are operat-
ing the experiment. Will they botch
it as they did 200 years ago?

Paul Bew s Professor of Politics at
Queens University Belfast

Freedom of expression in the uup

e Ulster Unionist Party has an
I outstanding record regarding
freedom of expression. Itis of
course not the freedom of expres-
sion it gave to Nationalists and Re-
publicans that we are talking about,
but the freedom of expression and
dissent within the UUP. Onejust has
to look at the regular media reports
about the divisions within the party.
The UUP is constantly debating
what is the way forward, members
are not afraid to raise embarrassing
questions; and David Trimble has to
go through regular leadership con-
tests.

This is to be contrasted with the

Republican camp. The degree of.

unanimity within the Provisional
movement seems proportional to
the degree of dissension within the
Unionist camp. Where are the Re-
publican equivalents of )effrey
Donaldson? Why aren’t there Sinn
Fein conferences at the Waterfront
Hall to vote whether Gerry Adams
is to remain President of the party?
Where are the heated public argu-
ments on controversial questions?

The truth is that Unionists are far

more democratic among them-
selves than Republicans are. That
doesn’t mean that there is abso-
lutely no freedom of expression or
that no debates are going on
among Republicans, both openly
and secretly. Itis undeniable that on
all kind of questions ranging from
abortion to Chechenya, a diversity
of views and open serious discus-
sion has been and is taking place.
However, on more controversial is-
sues that relate to the future of the
Republican movement or its current
strategy, freedom of expression and
open debate are far more restrained.
It seems that for these kind of issues,
decisions taken secretly behind the
scenes by people democratically un-
accountable have primacy over
processes of open public delibera-
tions, For example, most major de-
cisions taken by Sinn Fein have been
voted only after the IRA Army Coun-
cil approved of them. Sinn Fein
would have never voted to drop
abstentionism or take seats in
Stormont had the Army Council not
agreed to it first. Within Republican
organisations, real power has always
been in the hands of a secret Army
Council accountable to no
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by Liam O’Ruairc
one but itself.

As Republicanism has historically
been dominated by secret and con-
spiratorial methods of organisation,
itis no wonder that real freedom of
expression has been inhibited. The
fact that there is a greater degree of
debate and freedom of expression
within the Ulster Unionist Party is
probably because it is not domi-
nated by a secret army which has
the final word. Armies are not demo-
cratic organisations. In an army, a su-
perior gives an order and you have
to obey it, not discuss it; whereas in
a party, the party base should have
the final word.

A problematic question is how far
can we develop freedom of expres-
sion and internal democracy within
Republicanism while Republicanism
hasn’t broken with secret military
conspiracies? One cannot serve
freedom of expression and the Army--
Council at the same time. If Repub-
licanism is to have a future, it must
resolve this dilemma.

Liam ORualrc is a member of
the IRWG



P.F.l. is privatisation
by stealth
says
Tommy Gorman

hen, soon after she took con-
-trol in Westminster, Maggie
Thatcher began her crusade

to ‘roll back socialism’ by selling off
major public owned utilities, few could
have imagined the speed and extent of
change that has occurred during the
following twenty years. Gas, water, elec-
tricity generation, telephone and trans-
port, all state owned and controlled,
have passed into private hands.

The Tories were so anxious to privatise
British Rail that they sold off the leasing
companies for £700 million less than
they were worth, according to a report
by the National Audit Office (NAO). Al-
though the total sale raised £1.8 billion
for the government the NAQ calculates
their worth at £2.5 billion. The fact that
three parts of the overall system were
sold within two years at a profit of £1
billion bears this out. In the midst of all
this wheeling and dealing, massive prof-
its were made by a few individuals.
Former British Rail manager Sandy
Anderson made a profit of around £33
million for himself. This has grown to
nearer £50 million because of the rise
in the value of shares in the new priva-
tised company

Having cornered and gobbled up these
utilities, big business is looking to the
health and education systems as poten-
tial moneymakers. They were spurred
on by a report from the British Govern-
ment think tank, the institute for Public
Policy Research. It suggested that the ad-
ministration of the National Health Serv-
ice could, as an experiment, be handed
to commercial firms to determine
whether or not they could deliver bet-
ter value for money than the present set
up. Already this process has led to thou-
sands of cleaning, catering and other
staff having their jobs transferred to the
private sector. And the private sector
can only deliver economies by cutting
wages and services. This idea follows
naturally from and is an extension of the
Private Finance Initiative (P.F.l.) whereby
private finance companies are given vast
sums of taxpayers money to build and
own hospitals which are then rented
back to the N.H.S

The ill and infirm would no longer be
patients but mere customers whose ac-

Brendan Hughes'
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DANCES WITH BUFFALOS

he race to catch up with the

great capitalist buffalo, that
same great capitalist buffalo that
feeds us, clothes us and makes us
rich - but not all of us; in fact only a
few of us - is infectious. Along the
trail to catch the great buffalo we
see the hoof prints of those who
went before us. Oh the lucky ones
they are. They sit smoking their
pipes, drinking their brandy. Indiffer-
ent to millions of children living in
poverty in Europe alone. Indiffer-
ence makes the race go on - never
mind the starving spectators, just
don’t take your eyes off the prize.
Keep your eyes on the pipe and
brandy. Keep your eye on the buf-
falo. Just make sure you getinto the
dance hall of the rich.

After all, haven’t they all done it?
Russia, the great bear, for so long
the dream of non-buffalo chasers,
Enlightened Europe, for so long the
intellect of the world, now with its
millions of poverty stricken children.
Ireland, a bastion of resistance to
those trampled in the path of the

buffalo, has caught its own and now
chases the tiger.

The problem with chasing the buf-
falo is that like Lot’s wife, you can-
notlook back on the trail - you must
never look back. To do so will show
the price that others must pay for
you catching the buffalo. The price
in terms of human suffering that has
paid for the brandy, pipe and log
cabin is a costly one. For the trail is
littered not with the corpses of buf-
falos but with human bodies, blood,
sweat and tears. And still those mil-
lions live in poverty in Europe alone.
Don’t look back or you will lose
sight of the buffalo, lose sight of the
pipe, brandy and log cabin in which
you reside warm and comfortable
while the poor scrimp and save, out
of your vision, Tommy Gorman is
right. He forces us non-buffalo chas-
ers to ask has the working class been
left behind? So what is the answer?
For humanity’s sake look back,
Come out of your second homes in
the country and come back to the
people whose blood built them.

cess to treatment would depend on their
ability to pay. All decisions within the
Health Service would be determined by
economics not the Hippocratic Qath.
Since cleaning within the NHS was pri-
vatised the standard of cleanliness
within the hospitals has deteriorated sig-
nificantly. It is estimated than upwards
of 5,000 people died in the past twelve
months as a direct result of infections
they picked up while in hospital

in Britain the Labour Government has
already contracted out the work of three
Labour controlled Local Education Au-
thorities (LEAs), Liverpool, Hackney and
Islington, For us in this part of lreland
the spectre of PFl has appeared at
Stormont. With waiting lists for medi-
cal attention growing longer by the day
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the minister in charge of health provi-
sion stated that Private Finance Initia-
tives could play an important role in the
development of that department. Other
ministers have echoed this sentiment.
This is a frightening prospect

Will education and health provision in
the future be shaped by the needs of
big business? How will those deemed
to be failures in the schools or the long
term ill be treated in this market driven
scenario? Almost daily we see on our
television screens the consequences of
cut-backs in safety standards made
after the privatisation of the railways. If
our education and health services go off
the rails as a result of privatisation and
greed the consequences will be infinitely
more disastrous for society.




Immigration, Racism and Class

The Working Class must combat racism

he recent phenomenon of im-
T-migration to the Republic has

created widespread contro-
versy and exposed some nasty
home truths about the racist atti-
tudes of both the State and the Irish
people.

75,000 people immigrated to the 26
counties in 1998-99. Less than
10,000 of these were asylum seek-
ers. The Department of Enterprise
says that 200,000 extra workers will
be required over the next seven
years to tackle the labour shortage
and sustain the currentlevel of eco-
nomic growth. The government is
currently sourcing these in ‘white’
countries - Qermany, Canada,
America and New Zealand. Most
asylum seekers here are denied the
right to work.

Surveys show that 95% of African
immigrants in Dublin have been
subjected to racial abuse. Publicised
racial attacks have become a
weekly occurrence. Young people,
who have grown up in the relative
plenty of the ‘Celtic Tiger’, are the
most racist. A recent newspaper
pollindicated that 75% of the popu-
lation wanted curbs on refugee
numbers. Whole rural villages have
mounted protests to oppose the ac-
commodation of a handful of refu-
gees in their areas. Only 1% of Irish
people actually know even one asy-
jum seeker. Politicians from all the
main parties use the rhetoric of

‘looking after our own’, ‘preventing

ghettoes’ and ‘scrounging bogus
refugees’ to grub a few votes - such
statements will increase as an elec-
tion approaches. A recent immigra-
tion act provides for internment of
failed asylum seekers until they are
deported. The police routinely ar-
rest and beat up Africans. Recently
a 12 year old Nigerian girl was de-
ported, alone, to Gatwick detention
centre in London and her father was
savagely beaten and jailed when he

objected.

All the familiar and ugly rumours gre
trotted out as ‘fact’- beggars,
scroungers, thieves, spreading dis-
ease, taking our houses and women,
receiving extra Social Welfare, etc. -
and can be heard in almost any so-
cial gathering; the middle class ones
use more polite language. The one
scare not heard is ‘they are taking
our jobs’ - such is the labour short-
age that anyone could have two or
three badly paid jobs if they wished.

What happens when the economic
bubble bursts, built as it is on tax
breaks for muitinationals? When the
world market for computer software
collapses? When Irish prosperity is
undermined as the Euro continues
its crash against the dollar?

freland is unique in Western Europe
in its lack of an organised political
far-right movement. Antiimmigrant
and ‘pro-working class’ rhetoric
gained the fascist right 11 million
votes in the last Furopean Parlia-
ment elections. The strength of fas-
cist youth gangs means whole areas
of Eastern Germany are ‘foreigner’
free. In France the fascist National
Front is the party with the largest
working class vote. Liberal social
democracies such as Denmark and
Sweden have seen a massive rise of
the right. Austria, similar in size and
economy to Ireland, has a fascist
party in government. Europe-wide
racism has become the focus for
working class dissent against ram-
pant free market capitalism and the

The IRWG website is
updated regularly.

LFoIIow its contents at:
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by Mags Glennon

far right has grafted it's policies onto
the legitimate concerns working
class people have for their commu-
nities, their prosperity and the future
of their children.

Official anti-racism in Ireland is ped-
died by a variety of state sponsored-
quangoes such as the ‘National
Committee for Interculturalism’.
Grants, funding, jobs and intermina-
ble conferences for a notional multi-
cultural sector are presented as
somehow ‘fighting racism’. In Ire-
land all the failed policies adopted
by liberal anti-racists throughout Eu-
rope are being repeated. Anti-rac-
ism is viewed as a brand of political
correctness or merely a career ad-
vancement path for middle class
social workers. Two years ago a
small but nasty outfit called the Im-
migration Control Platform at-
tempted to set up a national organi-
sation. Anti-Fascist Action stopped
the meeting - severely impeding the
future growth of the ICP - resulting
in howls of outrage from liberal anti-
racists and the press. The fact that
racism lays the seedbed for fascism
was totally lost on them.

omewhere during the course
S of the 20th century the legacy

of working class anti-fascism
disappeared. In the 1930s it was
widely understood that fascism was
a war between classes, not between
races. The Republican and Socialist
heritage that fought the fascist
Blueshirts off the streets in Ireland
in the ‘30s was repeated with far
greater savagery throughout Eu-
rope. Now, as the working class
votes the far right into power across
the continent, itis the task of all pro-
gressive groups and individuals in
Ireland to ensure that a politically
independent and pro-working class
anti-racism prevents this happening
here.

Mags Glennon is a left-wing
activist based in Dublin Gity



ast March in the U.S. state of
LTexas, Odel Barnes was ex-

-ecuted by lethal injection.
Odel was an African American male
who hadn’t quite reached the age
of 30. He had been on death row
for 9 years having been convicted
of 1st degree murder. Death row
prisoners are allowed a free choice
for their final meal. If the request
cannot be granted because the item
asked for is too bizarre or cannot be
found in the local area a note is ap-
pended to the request sheet that
reads “Unable to Deliver”,

Odel’s request for his final meal was
a very rare dish - on his sheet he sim-
ply wrote “Justice, Equality and
World Peace”. Predictably the sheet
came back with the words - “Unable
to Deliver”. No one was too sur-
prised in Texas. Odel isn’t the only
African American on death row in
the U.S. African Americans happen
to be overrepresented there as a
matter of course. In New Jersey the
Public Defender’s Capital Defence
Appeals unit recently filed statistics
with the Governor of that state
showing beyond a shadow of a
doubt that if you are black and tried
for murder the District Attorney will,
more likely than not, press for a
death sentence. Conversely, if you
are black and happen to be mur-
dered the District Attorney is less
likely to prosecute the offender as
death sentence eligible than if the
victim was white, Race bias in
America’s prison industrial complex
is deep and widespread. Big busi-
ness interests are too. Marriott Ho-
tels is only one of many
transnationals that make big bucks
from U.S. prisons - they supply some

Unable to Deliver

People on death row in the USA get little
sympathy from Sinn Fein

by Lin Solomon

of the pre-prepared food for a prison
population that has reached the 2
million mark. It's boom time and the
bodies of prisoners are now effec-
tively being traded on Wall Street
and other stock markets.

Why should any of this matter to
Irish republicans? Once upon a time
Irish republican leaders might have
spoken out in opposition to the
death penalty, for ethical and moral
as well as historical and political rea-
sons. But now it seems that the re-
publican leadership, like the Texas
Department of Corrections, is quite
unable to deliver.

umia Abu Jamal, an Afri-
-can American male, has
been on death row for

about 18 years. He was convicted
of killing a cop in disputed circum-
stances during a fracas on the streets
in which he was also shot and badly
wounded

The first question any journalist or
lawyer asks about a suspect caught
on a murder rap in the U.S. is
‘where?’. For good reason - some
states have the death penalty and
others do not. Unfortunately for
Mumia Abu Jamal the ‘where’ in his
case is the executing state of Penn-
sylvania. The Irish republican lead-
ership is well aware of the fact that
the Congressmen and Senators that
Pennsylvania sends to Washington
D.C. take careful note of the wishes
of that states’ large and well organ-
ised Irish American community.
Look through any list of resolutions
supporting Irish nationalist and re-
publican policy positions in the U.S.
Congress and the Pennsylvania
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names will be there. In Pennsylva-
nia the Irish American vote counts
and when it comes to payback time
the politicians know it. No doubt
some of the one thousand guests at
the recent $500 a head Sinn Fein
dinner dance in New York City
slipped over from New York’s sister
state of Pennsylvania.

Mumia Abu Jamal is going through
the final legal hurdle before he is
murdered by judicial decree. If the
Federal judge dismisses the last ap-
peals which argue that Mumia’s due
process rights were denied at his
original trial the campaign passes
out of the hands of lawyers and over
entirely to mass action. The last re-
maining hope is to seek a pardon
from Pennsylvania’s Governer.

Human Rights campaigners work-
ing to stay Mumia’s execution have
twice written to Gerry Adams, presi-
dent of Sinn Fein, with a plea for him
to make a statement calling on the
Irish American community in Penn-
sylvania to pressure their political
representatives to get the governor
to stay the execution. The cam-
paigners know that the wishes of
that community could well prove
crucial. If the state were Wyoming
it really wouldn’t matter very much
but in Pennsylvania a statement
from Adams would help to open
some doors. Yet the plea remains
unanswered. When an earlier re-
quest was made by phone to the
Sinn Fein Press Office the message
back was - sorry Sinn Fein will not
make a statement as party policy
prevents it from interfering in the
internal affairs of foreign countries.

omehow that seems deeply
S cynical from a movement that

plasters it’s gable ends with
anti-racist images and slogans and
who in the past has been happy to
call for and accept solidarity from
foreign nations. But given recent
events there are few left now who
will be too surprised.

Lin Solomon is a human rights
activist in the USA
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Clinton assists injustice in Palestine

Renowned journalist and lifelong socialist activist, Eamon McCann points out the reality of
President Bill Clinton’s claims fo be a peacemaker.

Clinton won’t be coming to

Derry in the course of his third
(1) pre-Xmas pilgrimage to save
peace in Ireland. What a pity. We
might have given a shout againstim-
perialism which would have been
heard around the World.

I t seems at the time of writing Bill

A meeting in Sandino’s on Novem-
ber 26th voted by acclamation to
ask local mayor Cathal Crumley to
make a gesture of solidarity with the
people of Palestine by refusing to
meet Clinton if he came.

The meeting had just heard activist
Zak Hania, from Gaza City, give a
first-hand account of the pity and
the terror of Palestine today. Asked
from the floor what we here could
do to help, Zak referred to the
United States’ role in arming Israel
and providing it with diplomatic
backing - to the extent of using its
veto at the UN to stymie even a for-
mal condemnation of the massacre
of Palestine children.,

If the mayor of even a middling-sized
town like Derry announced an in-
tention to shun Clinton for this rea-
son, the story would be on the front
pages of newspapers worldwide.

It’s rarely given to a single individual -

to make a major impact on an issue
of global importance. But Mayor
Crumley could have done it. And
would, we assume, have wanted to
do it. Instinctively, absolutely, he’d
surely be on the side of the Pales-
tinians in their struggle for freedom
and against racist oppression.

But would he have done it?

It's academic now, of course. But

the underlying issue isn’t academic
at all. The lurking conundrum has to
do with whether any pro-Agreement
party is in a position to take a stand
against the US on anything.

The mainstream media have it that
Clinton’s third visit here betokens a
warm personal concern for Ireland.
Every Belfast and Dublin newspaper
operates on the assumption that his
administration has been a positive
force for justice here. If there has
been a single leader-article
focussing on the contrast between
the role ascribed to Clinton in Ire-
land and the role he has filled else-
where in the world, we’ve missed it
in Derry.

“In the last
two months,
the lsraelis, with full
backing from Clinton
and using weaponry
supplied by Clinton,
have visited a dozen
Blooay Sundays
upon
Palestine”

Some of us set little store by UN
resolutions. But they are ritually
cited by the big powers to justify
action in the international arena. It
was the refusal of Saddam Hussein
in 1991 to comply with a UN reso-
lution requiring him to withdraw
from Kuwait - to take a by no means
random example - which provided
the “justification” for Operation
Desert Storm.

by Eamon McCann

That resolution had exactly the same
force and weight as UN Resolution
242 which requires the Israelis to
withdraw from the territories forci-
bly occupied in 1967. When
Saddam thumbed his nose at the
UN, the Western powers, led by the
US, assembled an army half a mil-
lion strong to drive him out. But
when Israel treats the UN with con-
tempt, and, far from withdrawing be-
hind its 1967 boundaries, proceeds
to build settlements, and to use over-
whelming fire-power to slaughter
Palestinians who protest at being
driven from their homes, the US,
under Clinton, responds by replen-
ishing the Israeli arsenals so that they
can slaughter some more.

lis, with full backing from Clinton

I n the last two months, the Israe-
and using weaponry supplied by

- Clinton, have visited a dozen Bloody

Sundays upon Palestine. But there
isn’t a word said about any of this
as Clinton smiles and smiles on Irish
politicians, particularly on Northern
Nationalist politicians, and contrives
a husky sincerity as he explains how
moved he has been by tales of suf-
fering from Belfast, Derry, Omagh.

Some Nationalist politicians don’t
busy themselves about solidarity
with the oppressed peoples of the
world. Seamus Mallon we can im-
agine snorting with derision at any
suggestion he should put himself
out for Palestine. But whatever hap-
pened to the anti-imperialism of the
Republican Movement when it
comes to solidarity with Palestine.

Thing is, you won’t keep Clinton’s

endorsement if you are equipped

with a placard complaining at his

backing for murder on the West
continued on Page 9
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Author’s Choice

An ideal Christmas present

ince the Good Friday Agree-
S -ment, a key Sinn Fein strategy

has been to portray the set-
tlement as a stepping stone towards
a United Ireland. The Provisionals
spokesmen have set off a series of
green-coloured heat flares aimed at
deflecting the republican base from
zeroing in on the partitionist core
of the 1998 historic compromise.
As the republican movement
marched en masse towards the
Stormont parliament they once
vowed to smash their generals
shrouded the political battlefield in
emerald mists convincing their foot
soldiers that they were about to
plant the Tricolour in triumph over
unionist trenches.

Now the fog that descended over
the political landscape producing
contradictory interpretations of
what the Agreement means is be-
ginning to clear. The fact that Sinn
Fein are pursuing David Trimble
through the courts in a desperate
attempt to overturn his ban on re-
publicans attending North/South
Ministerial Council meetings is a
measure of their concern thata cen-
tral truth about the Agreement has
finally been exposed. Trimble’s ban
on Martin McGuinness and Bairbre
de Brun is the clearest evidence yet
that the unionist veto is alive and
well. The First Minister’s ability to
bar Sinn Fein ministers from what
republicans regard as the crucial
aspect of the Agreement has re-kin-
dled grassroots suspicions that the
accord has underpinned partition
and the unionist consent principle.
Combined with Peter Mandelson’s

ruling that the Union flag must fly
over McGuinness’ and de Brun’s de-
partments, the Trimble ban marks a
significant victory for pro-Agree-
ment unionism even if most union-
ist voters are too stupid to see it that
way.

Nationalists might protest that the
Agreement belongs to everyone but
atits heart the Good Friday deal sig-
nified a major compromise on the
national question. The Irish govern-
ment dropped the territorial claim
and Sinn Fein agreed to enter a par-
titionist parliament.

With the smoke and flares of propa-
ganda fading from the post-Agree-
ment battleground, a route map has
been provided to show unionists,
nationalists and republicans the
shape of the new Northern Ireland.
Austin Morgan’s “The Belfast Agree-
ment: a practical legal analysis” is
595 pages of densely legalistic prose
which, if you bear with it, helps you
cut through the blur of rhetoric and
lies.

Morgan points out in Part 2 of his
book, in a segment on constitutional
matters, that “the constitutional
changes brought about by the Bel-
fast Agreement are characterized
predominantly by the end of the ter-
ritorial claim over Northern Ireland”
rather than a weakening of the link
with the UK. The author stresses the
importance of the May 1998 refer-
endum in Northern Ireland noting
that the simultaneous vote in the
Republic was merely to change the
1936 Irish Constitution and overturn

by Henry McDonald

Articles 2 and 3. Effectively it was
the vote in the north that really
counted.

The UK is still the sovereign power
over Northern Ireland, as
Mandelson’s reserve powers on the
flags issue bears out. In addition the
legislative supremacy of Westmin-
ster is reaffirmed in paragraph 33 of
Strand One of the Agreement. An-
other interesting section of
Morgan’s book deals with the north-
south bodies and how Trimble's
unionists pruned back the number
of areas that were to be dealt with
on an all-reland basis.

espite the legal jargon and
Dthe tightly packed text,

Morgan’s analysis would
be an ideal Christmas present for
republican dissidents such as Ruairi
O'Bradaigh or Bernadette Sands-
McKevitt. The book will undoubt-
edly confirm their suspicions that
the Agreement has not eroded Brit-
ish sovereignty and indeed it may
have given unionists the ability to
manage change within the northern
state. The book should also be
slipped into a few Christmas stock-
ings in sceptical unionist households
this year. It might even convince
them that their leaders actually
achieved something two years ago.

The Belfast Agreement: a practicall
legal analysis can be purchased on
the internet at;

www.austenmorgan.com,

Henry McDonald is Irish edlitor of
The Observer

J

continued from Page 8

Bank and in Gaza. So you don't
fetch out the placard when Clinton
comes to town. Instead, you reach
out your hand.

Thus pockets of anti-imperialism

here and there in the world are neu-
tralised. The notion of international
solidarity is humanely, or anyway
painlessly, killed off. And the world
is a slightly safer place for the capi-
talist interests which Clinton repre-
sents. Which is what it’s all about in
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the end, really.

As Leonard Cohen says and sings,
“It’s come fo this, It’s come to this,
And isn't is a long way down...”




Lowering of expectations

Health services are in decline
North and South

s it becomes more apparent
Athat David Trimble owns the

peace process the cry of “to
hell with your concessions we want
our rights” seems to have changed
and the word concession is now a
respectable term. Now that David
Trimble (with the backing of the Brit-
ish establishment) decides the pace
and direction of this process we are
in no doubt that there is nothing in
this process for us. The politicians
who defended this process and pre-
dicted it would bring about great
social and economic change now
winge about the British breaking
their promises and not honouring
their commitments. Who of us
would expect anything different
from the British establishment? The
old war cry “you can't trust the Brits”
seems to have changed too. Some

“years of neglect
in this area have
led to disturbed
adolescent’s in
need of
therapeutic
interventions to be
detained in the
archiac, under
funded and under
developed
psychiatric system”

by Patricia Campbell

things never change and all the
winging about Brits not keeping
their promises will certainly not
bring about the changes we desper-
ately need.

The process of lowered expecta-
tions continues. Bernadette
McAliskey described this in a recent
speech in New York. She gave an
example of workers having to take
awage cut even though somewhere
in their heads they feel its time for a
pay rise. They get bogged down in
their fight to prevent the wage cut
and when they win the right to keep
their pay static for the next three
years, They feel it's a victory be-
cause they didn’t have a wage cut
and everybody forgets that the dis-
cussion actually started with people
being entitled to more money.

avid Carlin of the SWP high-
D lighted this thinking in issue
3 of Fourthwrite. He rightly
pointed out that when the Jubilee
maternity services were closed in
favour of keeping the RVH services
open the heated debate and argu-
ment which ensued was not about
keeping both services opened. The
focus was on the closure of a serv-
ice.

The term demilitarisation is now
widely used so if the military pres-
ence is removed from places like
South Armagh there are those who
would dress it up as a victory and
forget that the discussion actually
began with British withdrawal. Like-
wise the term reform replaces the
term disband in relationto the RUC.

When David Trimble flexed his mus-
10

cles again and prevented the Health
minister Bairbre de Brun from at-
tending her cross border meeting
with free state counterpart Micheal
Martin. De Brun decided to go
ahead with the meeting. The me-
dia hailed it as a bold gesture of
defiance. The “pan-nationalist”
front defying Trimble. The farce of
it all did not go unnoticed. While
Martin was promoting a cross bor-
der health initiative not everybody
was deflected from the lacking
health service he has responsibility
for. A health service in crisis. He
was recently threatened with impris-
onment by a high court judge be-
cause he did not honour a legal ob-
ligation to address the needs of a
disturbed child in his own jurisdic-
tion.

It has emerged that years of neglect
in this area has led to disturbed ado-
lescent’s in need of therapeutic in-
terventions to be detained in the -
archaic, under funded and under de-
veloped psychiatric system.

The philosophy of cherishing all our
children equally is not one that ap-
plies to the disadvantaged and
abused children of the state. While
Micheal Martin’s predecessors con-
tributed state finances to maintain-
ing the British border and placed
money in Ansbachers accounts they
ignored the children with learning
disabilities despite the State’s con-
stitutional obligation to provide it.
Micheal Martin could argue that he
is not responsible for the actions of
his predecessors but he can not dis-
guise his own deplorable failure of
these children as was highlighted by
the high court judge Mr. Justice Pe-
ter Kelly.

ot everyone forgets that
N while the Stormont Health

Minister was posing for the
photographs to display her bold
gesture of defiance, patients were
waiting on trolleys for a bed in
Craigavon Hospital while South
Tyrone hospital lies empty - the
same hospital she was forced to
close recently. It is time the public
woke up to what is going on.
Patricia Campbell is a republican

from Co.lyrone



-derage disco, held upstairs at a

local pub, attended by many of
the area’s teenagers. One weekend,
the ceiling collapses, trapping many
inside the club. Rumours abound;
emergency services arrive in num-
bers. First it is heard 8 children have
died, then that is cut down to four.
Thankfully, the injuries were re-
stricted to cuts and bruises and
shock. It could have been much
worse. What started out in rumour
as a possible bomb, with the whole
of the roof caving in on all of the
young patrons, turned into the up-
stairs lighting fixtures coming down
in the middle of the dance, bringing
parts of the ceiling with them, Were
it not for the calm and quick-think-
ing staff, the panic-stricken young-
sters could have been hurt much
worse.

I tis a parent’s nightmare. An un-

The exact cause of the accident is
still being investigated. Should it be
the case that this near tragedy was
caused by deliberate negligence or
bad workmanship none of us should
be too surprised. In West Belfast we
have grown accustomed to second
class treatment from those who gov-
ern our lives: bad housing, few
amenities and sub-standard serv-
ices. Electoral wards within West
Belfast have, for decades, been top
of the deprivation league tables.
Over 10% of the total unemployed
for the six counties live in West Bel-
fast. In respect to long term unem-
ployed this figure jumps to over
30%. Out of this sorry mess has
sprung an unscrupulous, callous and
crooked entrepreneurial class. We
now find ourselves exploited by ‘our
own’. This is West Belfast’s dirty lit-
tle secret. All the talk of the expand-
ing economy and the community

The Price of Exploitation

Exploitation is rife in Belfast’s Black Fconomy

by Carrie Twomey

development that is being encour-
aged and brought to the area is
grand and sounds wonderful. What
is not so wonderful is how it is be-
ing done, and the permanent
underclass that it is creating and
exploiting.

“Out of this sorry
mess has sprung
an unscrupulous,
callous and
crooked
entrepreneurial
class”

epublican ex-prisoners and
Rformer combatants make up
a sizeable section of the long-
term unemployed. They are, in fact,
being paid less than illegal immi-
grants from Mexico are paid in the
States, with the average un-reported
wage hovering around £2 per hour
on building sites.

People who have unimaginable re-
sources of courage in standing up
to the British cower in fear of losing
what little income they have to bring
home to their families. Ex-prisoners
face double handicaps in looking for
gainful employment: many who
served long sentences have little or
no job skills, and those who are
skilled still face their prison record
stopping most employers from hir-
ing them legitimately. Exploitative
employers take advantage of this, to
them an unending pool of cheap
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labour, with ex-prisoners in the
West Belfast area alone topping
20,000 people. They justify their
shameful wages by reminding their
workers that they are ‘doing the
double’ and with that reminder im-
plicitly threatening to turn them in.

Desperate to keep their job and the
added income to keep their fami-
lies afloat, many of our brave vol-
unteers stay silent and keep their
heads down. And who could blame
them? What do our Republican
politicians do about this situation?
They win more contracts for the
exploiters, and ensure that the cy-
cle of economic abuse continues to
go round and round. After all, at the
end of the day, who is it that can do
more for the up and coming politi-
cian? A penniless ex-prisoner, or a
multi-million-pound contractor?
When the itch needs to be
scratched, the back gets turned. It
is time something was done about
this ruthless exploitation of our
community.

oycotts of businesses of
B known exploiters should be

carried out. Politicians in the
back-pockets of parasitic contrac-
tors should be named and shamed.
Work stoppages on building sites
abusing ex-prisoners should be en-
couraged and supported by our
community. Every opportunity
should be taken to expose this ex-
ploitation and to hold our Republi-
can leaders accountable for stop-
ping it cold and not backhandedly
encouraging and profiting from.it.

Ex-prisoners, who withstood the
worst the British had to throw at
them and came out on the other
side deserve better than to be for-
gotten and cast aside as worthless,
They and their families should know
they are not alone in this. No one
suffered through this war to be
beaten in peacetime. If the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic we fought
for cannot be brought into reality
on the building sites of West Bel-
fast, it is no wonder so many now
ask; ‘Was it all for nothing?’

Carrie Twomey is a mem-
ber of the IRWG



Evolution cannot replace revolution:

An argument against the transitionary theorists

ny careful examination of the
A politics that drive the current

political process show
clearly that those of us who advo-
cate radical social change - Revolu-
tion, have been marginalised and
demonised consistently as out of
date or impractical, backwoods
men with no vision. Instead we are
told by the pro-agreement republi-
cans/nationalists to buy into the il-
lusionist politics of the Good Friday
Agreement. Whenever valid con-
cerns about where the agreement
will lead us as a people, from those
who advocate evolutionary repub-
licanism/nationalism, the answer is
always the same, manjana,
manjana!

Those supporters of evolutionary

republicanism/nationalism fail on

every count to give a plausible ex-

planation as to why ‘labour’ should

wait. The evolutionary republican/

nationalist argument is that in real-

ity what they were asking the peo-

ple to accept was partial exploita-

tion and that was better than the

total exploitation of our people,-
‘half a loaf is better than no loaf’. The
IRSP reject this fanciful notion, We
believe thatitis not in the gift of any-
one party and certainly not one that
claims to be republican to offer up
the Irish working class for either par-
tial or total exploitation. We demand
the whole loaf, that is our people’s
by right.

| believe it is futile to enter the side-

arguments thrown up by the Good
Friday Agreement, a document o
duplicitous that not only does it
have different meanings for both na-
tionalists and unionists it is also open
to differing interpretations within
“singular identities. The IRSP prefer
to look at what we do know about
the GFA. Itis an international treaty
that has brought a number of con-
stitutional changes to the relation-
ship between lreland and Britain; it
legislates for a number of possibili-

ties in the future including that of a
singular Irish state.

Whether the Good Friday Agree-
ment will or will not lead to a singu-
lar lrish state (united Ireland) in the
future is open to debate; whatis cer-
tain is that it will not deliver at any
time in the future the republican
goal of an independent socialist re-
public. True national liberation will
come with not only the liberation of
the geographical Ireland but with
the true freedom of every Irishman
and women. It is the failure to

“supporters of
evolutionary
republicanism/
nationalism fail on
every count to
give a plausible
explanation as to why
labour should wait”

achieve this freedom that today’s
evolutionary republicans/national-
ists will and should be judged.

‘Look at how much better things are
today compared with pre 1994' is
the illusion that the pro-agreement
republicans/nationalists point to
when confronted with the lack of
real and meaningful change for our
communities, Well lets look at ‘how
much better things are’; the rich of
today are the same people who
were rich in 1994, they are the same
people who are in control of the
economy, of housing and of social
welfare. In fact the same people
who controlled our lives then con-
trol our lives now. What political pro
agreement party representative
heads up each department is irrel-
evant as is whether we are governed
from Stormont or Westminster -
they are still implementing a British
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by Paul Little

budget and administering
British rule in Ireland.

Supporters of the GFA quite rightly
point out that we are less likely to
be killed than in pre-cease fire times.
The jury on the factuality of that
statement is still out. What it should
actually say is that we are less likely
to be killed by people of another re-
ligion, Ask the loyalist working class
on the Shankill Road just emerging
from a feud that essentially had its
cause firmly rooted in the pro-agree- -
ment/anti-agreement argument; ask
the family of Joseph O’Connor in
Ballymurphy or the republicans who
dared to speak out against his mur--
der if they feel less likely to be killed.
The assassin’s raison d’etre have
changed but they are still firing capi-
talist and imperialist ammunition.
For those of us who have always
been engaged in a social revolution
as well as a liberation struggle evo-
lution has never and can never take
the place of revolution. Republican
socialism is about revolutionary
change for the Irish working class it
cannot be represented by those
who seek a minimal change for the
Irish working class within a capital-
ist Ireland.

his is an honest political posi-
Ttion and analysis that has been

misrepresented by pro-agree-
ment republicans/nationalists as
anti-peace and anti-negotiation.
Nothing can be further from the.
truth. Revolution can be non-violent.
Honest negotiation on the basis of
each communities political analysis
is a necessary requirement for a du-
rable peace. What has happened in
Ireland has not been an honest ne-
gotiation; rather the negotiations
have been restricted by the capital-
ist requirements of the ruling classes
in Britain, Ireland and America.

Paul Little is a member
of the
Irish Republican Socialist Party



ning through the Republican Wit

ers Group, beyond the commit-
ment to an open platform for ideas,
itinvolves a rejection of the politics
of accommodation with unionism
and imperialism while also rejecting
the resurgence of republican milita-
rism as an alternative to revolution.

I f there is a common thread run-

This position rejects the constitu-
tional road to power enshrined in
the Good Friday Agreement. The
price of office, administering a sec-
tarian colonial state, is simply the
worst form of surrender. The per-
ceived alternative, a campaign of
physical force that holds out no
prospect of victory would at best
prove ineffective while at worst it
would discredit itself and
strengthen its enemies.

So what else is there? Socialist De-
mocracy argues that there is a cen-
tral absolutely vital mainspring to
the struggle in Ireland that was to
the forefront of everyone’s con-
sciousness when the struggle was at
its height but which has been largely
obliterated from consciousness and
memory in a period of defeat and
decline. That, now almost invisible,
element is mass and class struggle.

At the most vital points in the strug-
gle broad resistance movements
were built with the central purpose
of constructing mass campaigns and
bringing them onto the streets. Des-
perate attempts were made to direct
these movements towards building
support amongst the southern work-
ing class and drawing in the work-
ing class movement on a global ba-
sis.

Such is the depth of decline that it
seems sheer fantasy even to speak
of such movements. Yet we have to
understand that mass movements
will be born again and that our cen-
tral task is to help in their rebirth and
to distil lessons of the past struggle.

The road to regroupment

A view of the steps necessary to effect revolution

If we do not learn from our history
we will be doomed to repeat it.

At his trial following the failure of the
Russian revolution of 1905 Leon
Trotsky explained the function of the
revolutionary. It was not to prepare
arevolution but to prepare for revo-
lution. The ebb and flow of the mass
movement is not in our hands. We
cannot make the next revolutionary
wave happen. Rather we organise
in the knowledge that the current
situation will not meet the needs of
working people and that they will
inevitably turn again to revolution.
We have to take this task of prepa-
ration seriously. It will help deter-

“we have to
understand that mass
movements will be
born again”

mine the character and effective-
ness of the next revolutionary wave
and may well shorten the period of
defeat and demoralisation arising
from the republican collapse. The
way to do this is to place ourselves
where the battle for ideas and the
movement of the working class in-
tersect - that is by defining the es-
sential tasks that a working-class
movement must undertake.
There is little doubt what these tasks
are:

1.. Opposing the Good Friday
Agreement.

2.. Opposing Social Partnership be-
tween the trade union leaderships
and the bosses.

There are some indications that we

are at the end of the beginning. It is
becoming clear that the claims
made by the Republican leadership
about the promise of the Good Fri-
day Agreement are no longer ac-
cepted by a section of the national-
ist working class in the North. Sup-
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by John McAnulty

port for the GFA is still enormous,
but much of itis from the standpoint
of despair and the lack of alterna-
tive rather than belief in the prom-
ise of reform. At the same time there
is a wave of strike action in the 26
counties and some movement to-
wards left unity.

The Republican Writers Group
faces a specific challenge. If the era
of militarism smothered political de-
velopment and differentiation then
the decline of militarism places an
obligation on everyone to develop
policy. Itis no longer enough to sim-
ply assert a democratic right to an
opinion and to promote an endless
range of opinions, This is even more
so now when this democratic right
has come under threat. The group
needs to narrow down the focus to
the search for an alternative. To de-
velop that alternative it has to look
to class action and to the socialist
movement. Quite simply there is
nowhere else for it to turn. The so-
cialist movement in Ireland is weak
but it represents a long and rich his-
tory and tradition both nationally
and internationally.

of the class factors that have

made the republican embrace of
the nationalist family such a disas-
ter and the idea of common cause
between lrish capitalism and the
working class such anillusion, There
is much for the Republican Writers
Group to learn there but they also
bring the history and concerns of the
working-class republican base - a
concern with the reality of repres-
sion and discrimination and a will-
ingness to oppose imperialism and
the state and embrace revolution.
There is much for the left to learn
also and a pooling of ideas and ex-
periences would be a milestone on the
road to revolution.

I t has always been far more aware

John McAnulty is a member of
Socialist Democracy



HOPE AGAINST HOPELESSNESS

Fourthwrite spéaks with relatives of a political prisoner

he Republican Sinn Fein cen-
Ttre on Belfast’s Falls Road

looks very much like what
Sinn Fein centres looked like years
ago. An absence of airs and graces;
no suits or suave talkers. There was
none of the city-centre shop-front
look of the Sinn Fein office just
down the road at Sevastopol Street.
Right-wing corporate American
money has not yet reached RSF. It
is unlikely that it will, ‘What do you
want to eat?’ | was asked as one of
the office staff phoned the local chip
shop. ‘Keep the pasties separate
from the chips and put the fish in a
different bag’ the unfortunate
chippie worker was informed. | de-
clined the hospitable offer as | had
eaten already. But the thought
struck me that this was no $1,000
dollars a plate venture and there
were no tuxedos in sight.

Sitting facing me were Ann and
Michelle, the wife and sister of
Tommy Crossan who is at present
in Maghaberry prison fighting for
recognition as a political prisoner.
_They had agreed to be interviewed
by the Republican Writers Group.
It was hardly a surprise - members
of the group had stood with them
on picket lines supporting Tommy'’s
demands. Republican Sinn Fein al-
lowed their offices to be used for
the interview. What party officials
floated in and out as the interview

was in progress made no attemptto -

shape it or tinge it with the RSF per-
spective. No sign of a Stalinist ad-
herence to a party line there, Peo-
ple were free to say what they liked.
A welcome ventilation in a wider
republican enclosure where alterna-
tive thoughts are considered a con-
tagious disease. | am not a supporter
of Republican Sinn Fein but | liked
the place and those in it all the same.
They were the type of people | felt |
could easily have been ‘on the blan-
ket with. Rugged, ready and de-

cent. Whereas, Sevastopol Street re-
publicans, for the most part these
days, look and behave more like
prison governors. .

Ann and Michelle must have felt like-
wise. They expressed no support for
Republican Sinn Fein’s politics but
felt that the party was pulling its
weight in relation to the prison is-
sue. Sinn Fein for its part had ig-
nored both Tommy’s family and the
prison problem. When asked if they
had benefited from the supposed
inclusiveness of the Good Friday
Agreement they responded with a
very definite ‘no’. They had experi-
enced no change. Michelle was
more direct. ‘People measure it in
their own daily lives. Before it, there
were husbands and brothers in jail.
After it, there are still husbands and
brothers in jail. Where is the “good”
in the Good Friday Agreement?’

Ann said:

I Sinn Fein’s prisoners were still in

we would have plenty of support.

Now ! find my house hit with eggs
in the early hours of the morning.

Tommy’s car was also done. No

other house was hit. | sent my kid's
up to The St James Forum which is
supposed to deal with this type of
problem but | got no response. I/
had been a Sinn Fein supporter /
would have been treated differenty.

Some people have even stopped
speaking to me because of the stand
/ have taken. Tommy is my husband
and / shall support him. | don’t fol-
low the politics of it all. | am not call-
ing on anybody to support anything
other than my husband and people
like him. What they believe politi-
cally is up to them. Republican Sinn
Fein is the only party doing sorme-
thing about Tommy’s situation and
because they opened an office
which / go to, as it helps my hus-
band, some Sinn Fein supporters
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have stopped speaking to me.

| put it to her that this was hardly in
the spirit of the Good Friday Agree-
ment - such people had no trouble
talking to the Unionists.

The Agreement will not work be-
cause of bitterness. There is far too
much of it But 1 have no interest in
politics. | don’t advocate one form
ofAgreement or another. ljust stand -
by my husband

Michelle spoke of a similar experi-
ence in Poleglass where she lives.
She referred to being demonised.
Some Sinn Fein supporters allege
that she must be a supporter of
those who bombed Omagh. ‘In
their minds there only two catego-
ries - Sinn Fein or Omagh bombers.
No wives, families, mothers or sis-
ters. Family is family as far as | am
concerned. | don't argue for bombs
or anything of the sort.”

hen asked do they not_
feel isolated from every
one, that people just

could not care any more and are just
glad that it all seems to be over, the
two women point out that it is not
just republicans who offer support
and sympathy. Others have ex-
pressed concern. Indeed, if the sup-
port the white line pickets get from
passing motorists is an index of
wider sympathy then the relatives of
Tommy Crossan are by no means
being left to stand alone. The two
women also point out that despite
the vindictive attitudes of some,
many close to Sinn Fein are also
sympathetic but are afraid to speak
out. Such claims are always hard to
substantiate but the Writers Group
has found that some on the white
line picket were ‘growled at’ by
members of Sinn Fein for having par-
ticipated in the protest. So at the-
very least, within Sinn Fein there are



elements who are intent on making
it hard for those who might wish to
express solidarity with Tommy
Crossan’s plight.

within Sinn Fein who are used to

having the respect of many
within the nationalist community.
But it was a respect gained by their
support for the type of activity
which led to Tommy Crossan being
sent to jail.

I n Michelle’s mind there are those

These people are frightened that this

respect will no fonger be there iftoo
many people take up the cause of
Tommy and others. And for this rea-
son they are desperate to push it off
stage. Although Gerry Adams puta
pound coin in one of the collection
buckets and said he supported the
demands, he won’t do anything
about it

Clearly, there are problems for Sinn
Fein in all of this. Many grassroots
members, while not sympathetic to
the Continuity IRA or any IRA other
than the Provisional one, are never-
theless even more hostile to the Brit-
ish brutalising or criminalising re-
publican prisoners whatever their
hue. Danny Morrison in a recent
article called for the British govern-
ment to wise up and stop its tactics
of confronting prisoners if it wished
to avoid a catastrophe.

With the protest clearly growing in
size, what impact does the family
think it has made? Michelle feels that
it has helped alert people to the fact
that there remains a problem in the
prisons; that the Good Friday Agree-
ment has not solved all that it prom-
ised to.

And for those close to republicans
still inside their major fear has not
been addressed at all. Ann said of
her husband:

/ fear for Tommy’s safety,; he has
been scalded by loyalists and re-
celved stitches as a resuft of an at-
tack by a non-political prisoner.
Now with Adair in there we are
more worried than before. JTommy
15 s0 1solated in a top security prison.
Top security yet they can attack him

any time they feel fike it. 1t is just like
a time bomb in there waiting to ex-
plode.

If the main republican political party
is indifferent to their plight has the

family not gone to the many ex-pris-

oner groups which are subsidiaries
of Sinn Fein? Staffed by many who
underwent experiences similar to
Tommy, a kindred spirit would surely
be found there? The family know lit-
tle about these groups. No one from
any of them has made contact or of-
fered advice. Could it be that the
groups are unaware of the family’s
needs? Hardly, respond the women.,
At arecent film about the history of
Long Kesh, showing in the Kennedy
Centre, those holding a picket at the
entrance in support of the prison-
ers were allegedly glared atby Gerry
Kelly.

Ann, at this point seems resigned to
the fatalistic belief that no help will
come from any quarter other than
that of ordinary people and bodies
like Republican Sinn Fein who have
no new masters in the political es-
tablishment to please and are there-
fore not embarrassed by identifying
with Tommy Crossan and his com-
rades.

Ann Crossan’s struggle to maintain
family cohesion and self-identity at
a time when her children are mov-
ing rapidly through the various
phases of their development is ad-
mirable and should be reinforced
through a more benign prison sys-
tem. Whatever the British state may
think of Tommy Crossan it can
hardly justify even to itself a puni-
tive approach to his family. The
Crossans as a family unit cannot see
their father at the one time due to
restrictive prison rules. And as if this
were not enough, Ann and Michelle
now fear that new harassment meas-
ures are about to be introduced.
Reports coming out of the prison
refer to visitors having to submit a
photograph and agree to be finger-
printed in order to receive a visit. A
new form of electronic ID.

Tommy Crossan’s imprisonment has
disrupted their lives. Ann speaks of
her young son as if the future is
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marked out for him independent of
the family’s control or wishes. He is
growing up in an area in which some
are intent on victimising the family
because of the political activities of
the father. The child can no longer
concentrate and has difficulties set-
tling in school. The children have
been threatened along with their
mother in and around the visiting
area of Maghaberry prison by loyal-
ists. Ann claims her Limerick accent
does not help as itis like a green flag
to an orange bull. On one occasion
her car just avoided being rammed
by loyalists as she left the prison.
‘The prison staff are all too eager to
identify us to loyalist visitors’. Not
much had changed, | concluded,
since my days in prison. It was of-
ten said amongst republican prison-
ers that we were only in jail to keep
the screws off the streets. If so, soci-
ety should find a much more hu-
mane way of dealing with its screw
problem so that ordinary people
can get on with their lives.

he interview draws to a close.
TFor myself it was a lesson in

understanding. | had been
taken back over the years to the era
of the H Block struggle. Only this
time | stood with those protesting
on the outside rather than in the
cells and wings of H Block 4. 1 could
see the mixture of tiredness and de-
termination on their faces. My mind
drifted back over other women who
had made the long journey. A sort
of pilgrimage in pursuit of progress
which wore them down and short-
ened their lives. Women, who have
a special resting place in the minds
of those who either knew them or
were witness to their struggle. The
mothers of friends such as Laurence
McKeown and Jackie and Micky
McMullan who tried so hard yet
never lived to see their sons emerge
from a penal Hades.

The battle of hope against hopeless-
ness must be settled in favour of the
former. Our people should not suf-
fer this. In a world where those who
deserve more receive less your
voice may make a difference. Make
sure it is heard.



Democracy
A campaign for freedom of expression

“Those who do nothing are inviting shame as well as violence. Those who
act boldly are recognising right as well as reality” ;
J.F. Kennedy, Report to the American People on Civil Rights, 11June 1963.

In the aftermath of the picketing of IRWG homes, many people advanced
many reasons for why it is best to remain silent in the face of intimidation
and harassment of commentators and writers. Some felt that to do so might
upset the delicate political balance in Stormont. Others used torturous logic
to say that it might imply support for the Real IRA. On the other hand,
many brave and decent individuals have come out to defend the right to
freedom of political expression and debate. It is an important issue and
one that may well indicate what shape the North of Ireland will take in the
years to come. The blunt fact is that there are no undeserving poor, no
undeserving murder victims and no situation made better by denying the
truth. Photocopy and sign the petition below and send it to Fouthwrite.

The call for freedom of expression

We, the undersigned, wish to express our concern at the involvement of
Sinn Fein in the physical intimidation and political suppression of political
opponents.

The facts are these;

Following the killing of Joe O’Connor, amember of the Real IRA, on
the 13th of October 2000, members of the Irish Republican Writers Group
were called in by the dead man’s family. They investigated and issued a
statement asserting that they believed that the Provisional IRA were
responsible for the killing.

Since then the writers, Tony Mclntyre and Tommy Gorman, have
been subject to a tirade of abuse in the Sinn Fein press. Their homes have
been picketed and they have been physically intimidated.

In his statement in the American paper 7%4e /rish Voiceon 25th Oc-
tober 2000 Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein said that the two writers were fellow
travellers of the Real IRA. This was untrue and put them in considerable
physical danger.

We call on the leadership of Sinn Fein to stop the harassment of
these writers and underwrite the right to freedom of expression by their
opponents.

Letter

A Chairde

The political debate around the
Stormont deal has been lost by the
Provisionals. The latest chapter of
humiliation for the Provos came with
the decision of the UUC to yet again
rewrite the “agreement” in their
meeting at the end of October. It is
obvious that Trimble and Co. can
not even be bothered (o
“housetrain” the Provos any more.

Fvents of recent weeks have wit-
nessed the clearest exposure of the
Agreement that is possible. The
Stormont deal was about “debate’,
“openness” a rejection of “vio-
lence” its supporters told us. Yet the
reality is it has never been more dan-
gerous to articulate the Republican
position. To simply say that you be-
lieve that the British Government’s
role in lreland is one that should end
before we can have real justice and
peace invites death and intimidation
to your door. To point out the glar-
ing fact that the Provos have sold out
Republican principles has a similar
result.

/ would like to take this opportunity
to extend my full support to those
in the Republican Wiiters Group
and others who have been victims
of the Provos’ fascism. The Republi-
can argument shines brightly. It is up
to those who care to articulate our
vision at every opportunity.

Le meas

David Mc Sweeney.

Drogheda, Co. Louth
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