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A NEW ALTERNATIVE MAGAZINE?

A meeting takes place on September
22nd in Dublin (2 pm at Glencree Hou-
se, 1 Belgrave Sq, Rathmines, Dublin 6)-
to discuss setting up a new alternative
magazine with a number of different
pressure and alternative groups involved.
The proposal, being made initially by
the Dawn group after discussion with
other people, is that groups covering
ecology, disarmament and nonviolent
direct action, third world, civil liberties
and human rights, feminism, gays and
lesbians, etc. would band together to
produce a high-quality magazine with
a wider circulation than any of the
current magazines enjoy. There would
be a guarantee of space for particular
subject areas.

So far as DAWN is concerned, if the
proposal went ahead, DAWN monthly
magazine would be incorporated in the
new publication (subscribers would re-
ceive the value of their unexpired sub-
scription to DAWN in copies of the
new publication). The DAWN group
would continue to publish the occasio-
nal ‘'DAWN TRAIN’ magazine, and
would work on training, disarmament
and other projects. There has been a
question mark over the continued
publication of DAWN monthly since
the ‘Whither DAWN?’ meeting at the
start of the year (see report in DAWN
97).

Further details of the proposal for
the new alternative magazine are avail-
able from DAWN in Dublin or Belfast.
All are welcome to attend the meeting
on September 22nd but please contact
DAWN beforehand. This meeting will
test the ground and will make some
initial decisions which representatives
can then take back to their groups
prior to further decision making.

PRO-LIFERS FOR SURVIVAL

Christian CND is holding a public meet-
ing with Juli Loesch of Pro-Lifers for .
Survival, an U.S. group linking the nu-
clear threat with abortion (see last
DAWN). The meeting will take place in
the Clarence Hotel, Dublin on Monday,
17th Sept. at 8 pm.
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?;etrt]we biggest action ever to be commit-
ted at Greenham Common. The women
invite you to come from Sept. 20th-
30th. ‘Withdraw your support from a
society that has become mad, a soclety
that spends its resources on death and
destruction while its people live and
die in direst poverty. Join with other’
women to create the world we want.
Further information from Cris Mulvey
tel. Dublin 724632,

WOMEN'S EDUCATION

A Women's Education Day will be held
in the Whiterock Community Centre,
Belfast o nOct. 9th from 10 am — 1 pm
There will be workshops on health,
sexuality, crafts, local history, etc.

WOMEN AND LABOUR

A conference titled ‘Women and -
Labour History in Ireland’ will be held
in Trinity College, Dublin on 28th-30th
Sept. Speakers include Sheila Rowboth-
am, M. Cullan, M. Daly (UCD), R.
Owens and Margaret Ward. Workshops
are offered on motherhood, domestic
wor!<, education, nationality and emi-
gration. The registration fee is £10, A
creche is provided. Further information
from the Employment Equality Agency
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PRISONERS BOOK RESOURCE

The Prisoners Book Resource is a
group with two bases — one in Derry,
and one in London, that collect books
and magazines for Irish prisoners.

Although relatives and friends try to
provide the prisoners with reading
material whenever they can, the cost
of the books and magazines these days
means that many families cannot af
ford to buy new books or spend mor
ey every week on magazines and news
papers.

In England and Ireland we have cok
lected many books from publishers
and bookshops who have donated ther
free, or at very low cost. We get them
to the prisoners’ families who then .
take them in to the prisoners on thel
visits to the jail. They must be pape’
back books, new or second-hand, &
cept for Armagh women'’s jail, Whe®
the books'have to be new. SomeP™
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NO ANGELS ON MT. GABRIEL
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MOUNT GABRIEL PEACE CAMP
Another Mount Gabriel peace camp was
organized by Cork Youth CND in late
August. However, unfortunately the
‘weather was atrocious and while
was spent a t the radar station
camped in nearby Schull rather than
the mountain. Among other things
constructed a peace CND-symbol circle
of stones, and chatted with the techni-
cians at the radar station on the Sunday
afternoon; they also talked to the garda
who turned up (the only police presen-
ce). A bomb push was held in Schull on
Saturday and they paraded with ban-
ners about the peace camp but a public
meeting in Schull drew a very poor
attendence — perhaps partly again be-
cause of the atrocious

Cork CND and Youth CND issued an
information-packed press release about
Mount Gabriel from which we quote:

‘This Peace Camp is being established
largely because we wish to bring to light
the misleading and technically inaccura-
te statements made by senior civil ser-
vants at the Dept. of Communications
to locals and to the Oireachtas. We do
not deny the importance of the work
being carried out by the Air Traffic
Services by means of the Mt. Gabriel
facility. This is not in question nor is
the civil function of the Secondary
Surveillance Radar Station (SSR). But
this civil role does not eliminate the
technical capability of the station. So-
me journalists may recall an assertion
made by a Mr. Richard Dunne and a
Mr. James O’Farrell, Information of-
ficer and Air Traffic Control officer
for the Dept. of Comm. on June 29,
1984 on a publicity day to ensure the
media that Mt. Gabriel had no military
capacity. They claimed that informa-
tion from Mt. Gabriel would be denied
to West Drayton Air Traffic Control
in times of war. This statement is in-
deed very assuring but on closer exa-
mination this is not so for the follow-
ing reasons;

1 The denial of Irish facilities to for-
eign Powers is entirely dependant
on the ability of that Power to
sieve the information from the
facility, and the Government will
deny this.

2 The argument that SSR’s are of no
military use is nonsense. In the last
twelve months the British MoD has
spent £25m on provision of SSR’s
for their airforce.

3 The Minister of State Mr. John
O’Donnellan in the course of pass-
ing the Eurocontrol Bill 1983 claim-
ed that military aircraft are not
equipped with transponders. This is
untrue. Every single aircraft in the
air force is fitted with a transponder.

Mt. Gabriel has an independent ‘real
time’ data transmission to West Dray-
ton Air Traffic Control Centre (West
Drayton is the central dissemination
centre for the U.K. air defence ground
environment system (UKADGE)) and
the military Air Traffic organisation
(see British Civil Aviation documents
No. 225 (1983) and No. 260 (1982)).
By saying that the signals from Mr.
Gabriel would be denied to West Dray-
ton in war is a contradiction of earlier
denials by the Dept. of Comm. of the
military uses of Mr. Gabriel Radar
Station.

According to the U.S. European War-
fighting Strategy ‘Airland Battle’, the
provision of adequate navigational fa
cilities for the air transport of reserve
troops and weaponry would be essen-
tial in the earlier stages of hostilities.
Mt. Gabriel would be vital in such a
scenario. Thus it is likely to be a target
in any nuclear confrontation in Europe.

The Government has bought Euro-
control facilities for IRE13m, including
Mt. Gabriel, but has continued to main-
tain its transmission link with West
Drayton despite the fact that Shannon
should be the sole Authority for Irish
Airspace. Presently airspace over 25000
ft. is facilitated by Irish facilities but

controlled by West Drayton. The deni-
al of the link would deny NATO any
strategic value and would provide
Shannon ATC with extra revenue from
airlines using Irish upper airspace. We
do not want Mt. Gabriel shut down but
we believe that the information gather-
ed by it should be used for Peaceful
purposes and that means lrish ATC and
not West Drayton. *
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BISHOPSCOURT ACTIONS

The Bishopscourt Support Group recent-
ly set up in Dublin is organising ten
days of action at Bishopscourt Peace
Camp. The actions, from Sept. 20th-30,
will coincide with the biggest ever
Greenham women’s action and the
biggest ever NATO manoeuvre. Further
information from ICND, tel. Dublin
730877.

BOYCOTT TROPICAL BEEF AND
HARDWOODS

by Malcolm Samuel

The destruction of the Tropical Rain-
forests progresses apace. Biological
cathedrals, the Earth’s lungs, genetic
storehouses of species understood by
native cultures that live in harmony
with them — they are being turned into
deserts for quick profit. The native
peoples are shot, infected with diseases,
given alcohol, rounded up into reserva-
tions.

Large numbers of species are disappe-
aring; widespread droughts, floods and
erosion effect peoples in nearby areas;
global climatic changes may be expect=
ed.

The production of cheep beef for a
few years before the land’s fertility is
lost, and the production of Mahogany
Meraati hardwoods are two activities
responsible for much of the destruction.
Boycotting products containing these
(Corned Beef, many Beefburgers, many
plywoods, furniture, etc.) would be a
useful contribution to a campaign to
save the rainforests and encourage sus-
tainable self-reliant agriculture in the
tropics.

Re-address labels with the message

‘Don’t desert the rainforests —

please don't buy tropical hardwoods’
are available @ £1.50 inc. post from
Inge Conroy, Kensington and Chelsea
F.o.E., 126 Elgin Crescent, London
W11 2JP,

4 inch-diameter multi-colour stickers

‘Don’t desert the rain forest’
are available from Malcolm Samuel at
30p each for up to 10, and 20p each
for more than ten. Make payable to
Ecological Publishing, 99 Prospect Rd.,
Portstewart, Co. Derry.
4-inch sticker

‘Politics for life — Northern Ireland

ECO’
with picture of flax plant at the same

price.
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