. preserving the public housing sectar,

. enuu%:l tnhnvthmralleﬂlal‘#cﬂwhfie
- lunnelling enormous quantities of money

- Working people in lreland are not alone.
_ facing a future of precarious employment,

 thisis now heing combined with

~ widespread precarious housing — mak

~ allaspects of working people’s lives one of

~ consfant stress and pressure. =~

Since its inception the Irish state has heen
~ hostile to the public provision of housing,
[reviously preferring fo :enc'uur;a?e home
- ownership. However, because of the
~crises in capitalism, the rental market is

'. - sector. Furthermore, th_ezpr_ivate:q;u_nisi_nn-; .
- ofaccommodation to rent for public tenants
- ISIOw vewedashaingapotenal o

 The state has never had arealinterestin

- Al gt AR S
- super-normal profit from the rental market
- has supercharged this effect.

o subsidies for the private rental market
- through HAP, RAS, and leasing.

It has also sought fo aftract housing
associations, REITS and transnational
corporations into the rental sector

by means of tax incentives — and hy
artificially inflating rents in the private
sector through not investing in public
housing.

The state is moving fowards a unitary
private renfal sector, aiming to fotally
replace public housing.

- landlord c|

pivatesector.

 Sofarfheresponse of the left hasbeena
 defensive one, allowing the staie o sef the

~ hattle lines and then seeking to challenge
itonits own terms. This has resuttedin. =~
apiecemeal defence of services,each
service being defended either when a crisis
 hits or when the people themselves fake =~
. - fheiglve. .

- now viewed as the major profit-prodocing =~~~
We need a campaign fo defend and extend

1he provision of .'-wmesﬂreiadrpuhlic housing.
ﬂmyithr_llulgh tackling the very core of the

musi fight for public housing: publicly
, publicly owned and renfed fo the
itizens, as a right, on an ahilitr- to pay

. 1t ‘ ~ hasis. Nothing less is acceptahle.
_The government has embarked on a scheme

CONTACT
. cpoi@eircom.net

_ www.communistpartyofireland.ie

It will subsidise the profits of private
speculators by paying the difference =~
- between the confribution of tenantson. =~
~ lowincomes and the commercialrent,
Itis already directing people whowould
- ordinarily be public housing fenantsinfothe

" landiowdclassandifsinterests can we build
~_asociety where housingis a right, nota
commodity.

The current crisis in housing is not a bug in
the system, it is by design. The state has no
interest in resolving this crisis, for a basic
reason — profit. The state is aftempting

fo push Irish society from a mixed system,
where public housing was used ta help

those whoicould not live unsupported in the
private rental sector, to a unifary system
where the landlord is king.

itis not fhat the ;sﬁtelgaﬁ do nothing fo
solve the housing crisis'— the hands off
approach is part of a conscious effort.

The obvious solufion is f.n bild more

houses, while the government's solution
is to try and create an environment where .

more peaple can prafit from the building
of houses. Sl 3

The dynamics of capitalism are.
adjusting-as it pursues new
markets in order to break out
of the stagnant growth it
has been
frapped
in over
the past

years. :
The Irish economy is dominated by housing
hubbles because capitalists have found few

HOUSING - NOW!

r‘m‘th rt»y»«*u~ e b e Sy

R e

other ways of making reliable profits, with
very Iittle industry in the Irish economy
and “services™ failing fo make up the'gap;
a consequence of the falling rate of profit,
leading fo a search for secure investments
— such as housing. ey

Before 2008, who had ever heard of a house
falling in valve? And now we're hack, af
peak prices, due fo government policy that
won't ever let you go out of pockef for long.
IWhu wouldn’t take a bet where you can't
0587 e ;

The 'hnusing crisis dispossesses those who
do not own property, forcing them to move

— frompotentially lucrative housing -

- — genfrification — and gives -
the properfy-owning
_ ‘squeezed :
© middie”
Just:-

.
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