Poised, as we are, on the brink of global

extinction and the precipice of nuclear

armageddon, as America and its allies rush

to war with capitalist Russia, the fog of

militarist propaganda begins to lift, to reveal

the true intent and purpose of “the West's”
“most recent imperial adventure.

Control of global fuel supplies, domination of
world financial systems and consolidation of
the military-political alliances that continue
to allow the United States, Britain and the
European Union to ravage the resources of
the world in pursuit of profit for the 1 per
cent of its population are at the heart of
their feignad interest in democracy.

The forces that have plundered the world,
from Africa to China, from Ireland to the
Middle East, that continue to starve,
besiege, sanction and dominate the poorest
and the most vulnerable of the world in the
interests of their elite, are on the march
again. >>>
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Once again the workers of the world are
heing asked to pay the price of imperial war.
The workers of Ukraine and Russia are being
sent to their deaths in their thousands as
competing capitalist forces vie for control of
the world’s resources.

In Ireland, workers’ earnings have been
slashed by as much as 10 per cent, in part
because of war inflation as the coffers of the
arms industry swell and overflow and from
massive profit-gouging by global energy
corporations as well as by local companies.

In Ireland, having a home is now beyond the
reach of tens of thousands of working
people, while renters have been thrown to
the globhal vulture-fund and local landlord
parasites. Health, housing and public
services are being destroyed while the
Government plays “keeping up with the
warmongers.” Food banks and
homelessness are now the norm in one of
the world’s richest countries, food and
energy prices going through the roof while
wages continue to decline in value.

Hard-won Irish neutrality is being
sguandered as the Government becomes
complicit in the European Union's
underwriting of the arms race that is the war
in Ukraine. While families throughout Europe
struggle to afford food and shelter, the
capitalist response is more war, more guns,
mare deaths, and less for the working class.

The lrish working class have always been to
the fore in opposing imperialism and in
opposing war driven by profit. Early in the
last century Irish workers opposed the
slaughter of the Somme, declaring for
“neither King nor Kaiser” but for a rights-
based republic.

Now is the time to reassert our opposition to
the escalating gas war by raising the
working-class demand of peace, bread, and
homes. %
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