The brutal capitalist alli-
sce of Fianna Fdil, Fine

the cuts. They are effectively
the fourth pariner in the auster-
iy coalition that has wiped out
decades of gains in the health
services. This coalition of
capitalist parties is now deter-
mined w0 drive the schools
back to the standards of the
1930s for the mass of ordinary
people. :
And for what” To cut public

ery contains nothing but re-
strictions on workers’ right to
defend their conditions com-
bined with lies about future
economic expansion. The nar-
row vote of the ICTU confer-
ence in favour of Haughey's
National Recovery Plan indi-
cated clearly the exient of real
opposition throughout the
trade union movement. The
bureaucrats and the ICTU had
open debate and discussion of
the plan and iuts effects would
a majonty, having
through A
the health cuts.
They have decided that or-

paign. Above all they decided
that it was betier for them to
keep the capiwalist system in-
tact than to have the resistance
of the mass of ordinary people
build up to a point where the
whole existence of Irish capi-
talism would be threatened.
One of the key betrayals by
these trude-union licutenants
of the capitalists was to agree
to 10,000 redundancies in the
public sector. It is precisely
this agreement, over the heads
of their members, which en-
ables Haughey now 10 th}vc
through the programmes for
geiting rid of teachers, health
workers and local authority

than fight it, without the slight-
¢sl concem for defending and
‘mproving standards in their
schools in which the Rrossest
inequalities operate against
the children of the working
Class,

The primary teachers’ lcad-
€S are under far greater pres-
sure from their ranks who have
been faced with the crudest cut
since the hospital services
were slashed. That is, the de.-
liberate plan to pack more chil-
dren into fewer classes in the
free public school System upon
which working class and
small-farmer families depend
absolutely for their basic edu-
cation. But even here, the
tcachers’ leaders have been
atempting relegating the fight
1o the spontaneous parents’
mobilisations,

Circular 20/87

Mass meetings and coun-
ry-wide demonstrations of
whole communities since mid-
November forced the Dail and
the Minister for Education to
back off their frontal attack on

M the pupil-teacher ratio. But

just as they previously backed
off raising the school entry
age, only to attack again at a
new angle, so they will do
again,

Circular 20/87. which
would cut nearly 10% of all
Primary teachers jobs has not
been withdrawn. Minister O
Rourke said on Dec 2nd that
her decision did not constitute
a withdrawal or suspension of
It, but only recognised the real-
ity that no teacher is likely to
take up early retirement until
after the summer holidays,
Deferral of the Circular till
June means the teachers will
be dispersed and resistance
weakened.

The TUI (vocational) and
INTO (pnimary) teachers face
a similar attack on pupil
teacher ranos. Their leaders
are calling merely for lobbying
and marches while militants
are arguing for rolling one-day
strikes. Butwsawinth_epm-
longed teacher’s pay dispute
of 1985 that these did no more
than vent the anger of wachcn
without applying collective
simultancous  industrial
muscle to win their thmamts
What s needed 1s indefinite
all-out stnke action until the

circular 20/87 is withdrawn
and

. T

the whole educaiion
et fully restored two its
before the Fianns F&i

& ’ . |

head of com munity protests. in
order 0 control and restrain
them. For the big Dublin demo
of December 9n they
aliempted to warn off the col-
lege students' against linking
up their march against the Culs
on the same day. One of their
spokespeople rejected a stu-
dent call for coordinated ac-
tion with the disgusting argy-
ment that they would not de-
fend higher education against
Cuts because that would
weaken their case for preserv-
ing the primary education
budget,

Such divisions and section-
alism must be addressed and
overcome. At the same time,
the spontancous anger that has
welled upagainst the cuts must
not be allowed dissipate into
mere token protest action in
the form of marches after
which no further action is or-
gamsed. Nor can the two-
faced official trade union lead-
¢rs be allowed to control the
campaigns against the cuts
without being made directly
accountable to rank and file
workers organised for real re-
sistance to the cuts.

* Teachers, local author-
ity workers, health workers
and all those sections threat-
ened with cuts in jobs and sery-
Ices must link up their
workplaces. Organise demo-
Cratic conferences of delegates
mandated to hammer out an
acuon programme of real re-
sistance to the cuts. Refuse any
cover for unfilled vacancies.
Organise all-out indefinite
strike action until the cuts are
fully restored! This must be
don¢ under rank and file con-
trol and the official union lead-
ers must be made to give all
such action full union backing.

* Local community pro-
test campaigns must elect
democratically controllable
action commities and hink
them to rank and file commit-
tees of workers organised in
the trade unions against the
cuts. Alongside all the partica-
lar demands on school or
health cuts they must raise the
demand for a united struggie to
Reverse All Cats Now!

* Students must fight ©
win the majority 0 boyoos
classes and conduct mass
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Enniskillen

The Irish Workers’ Group unequivocally condemns the IRA

hombing at Enniskillen on | iovember 8th. Our condemna-
tion has nothing in common with the hy pocritical representa-

tives of the ruling classes in these islands and their apologists

in the media and elsewhere.

while condemning IRA violence, they rescerve Ihcirlrighl o
( their professionally trained terror upon the c:::plmtcd and
oppressed, For nearly cighteen years the British army, UI‘)R* RUC and far..m‘g(.:,
paramihtary squads have utilised every means ol repression - Bloody Su_.ndd}
massacre, mass internment, juryless courts, repressive legislation, arbitrary
raids and arrests, torturing and framing - in order to destroy the rcvo!l of t.hc
anti-unionist population against the sectarian prlsnn-'imuxc of l_hc Northern
land state. The current Thatcher adm inistration differs from its prcdccgs-
openness and semi-racialist exultation in which
over the IRA and its base

Simultancously,
| systematically mfhc

[re
sors only in the bloodthirsty |
it seeks to sccure a complete and merciess victory
within the minonty population.

The IWG does not condemn in principle the use ol violence as a means of
Our standpoint, on the contrary, is the revolutionary inter-
national working class tradition of of armed insurrection h)‘! the mass _Uf the
working class against capitalism and imperialism. Our aim 1s to establish the
armed class power of workers’ councils and an Irish wgrkcrs' state. ‘
From such a position, the tactical use of military acuon in dcfcnc;? of the anti-
unionist masses must at all times flow from a clear conception of suzucg}walnr
the final goal. That is, does it actively help to mohilisclmul extend the action
of the working class and oppressed of these islands against the common class
enemy and oppressor of the anti-unionisl populaton? Forno ullf’lcr HD(ZIEH.&')TL'.C
is capable of ending that oppression and the economic and political conditions

political struggle.

that produce 1L

Consequences

The IWG do not believe that the IRA bomb was deliberately intended to kil
civilians. No one can be more aware than the Republican movement of the
consequences for their campaign if such were the case. We condemn 1t
however as an act whose consequences cannot but lead, as 1t already has led,
to the consolidation and strengthening of the British and Irish ruling
¢classes. The whole apparatus of the bourgeois media and churches have been
once again provided with another opportunity to engulf the working masses in
a poison of “law and order” , “defend democracy” rhetoric and humbug. All
the forces of resistance of these islands to the economic and social policies of
the Thatcher and Haughey governments, letalone those direcily involved with
the issues of repression and national oppression in Ireland, have been dealt a
serious blow,

OQur condemnation therefore 1s an act of solidanity with the working classesand
all the forces of the oppressed whose struggles have been set back by this event.
The Republican strategy of physical force natonalism flows from the political
programme of Sinn Fein for the goal of a 32-county independent sovereign
republic. It should now be clear (as our report on Sinn Fein's conference in this
issue shows) that the socialist rhetoric espoused by the Adams leadership
amounts to litle more than a left cosmetic behind which the traditional
physical force strategy of a few hundred guerillas remains the defining point
for any republican victory.

mgimydwgwuhwmdmmAmﬂectsmcsn-icLIyna&mmistlimits
of Sinn Fein's programme. They believe that because a direct power struggle
fmm.immmisnmmmm.mmmmh ‘stage’ therefore, the
political and military presence of Britain and the existence of its colonial state
are the only concerns of immediate political strategy. With no role then for
mmmwmwmwwmmmmmmuy
mwmymvmmmm“ymwymmmm
gueritla campaign of the IRA.

| nummmmwmmmmmdm
most oppressed anti-unionist '
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The 1987 Sinn Fein Ard uon of workers: feated, leaving Sun Féin, Vrm
met against a "Employers must be hen, aligned with the Cun

Fheis
background of major at-
tacks on the republican
movement in the form of
extradition and plans to
introduce an ‘‘anti-vio-
lence” pledge as a means
of barring Sinn Fein
from elections in the
North. And on the eco-
nomic front the working
class throughout Ireland
was at the same moment
facing the sharpest ever
attacks on its conditions,

Sinn Fein iself said that
the Ard Fheis would be one of
building and consolidation,
that it was to be “a milestone
in the development of Sinn
Fein as a progressive revolu-
tionary party” . Its task was to
implement the new tum 1o
mass politics which it claimed
to have embarked on when it
ended abstention from the
Dail a year ago.

THE CUTS

The largest section on the
clar (agenda) was concermned
with employment, education,
youth, the culs in social serv-
ices and social welfare. The
issues covered a whole range
of the attacks being pursued
by the governments on both
sides of the border. lireflected
strongly the concems and
pressures of the working
class, but did not address them
with any perspective of class
struggle.

SF opposed the Haughev-
ICTU ‘National Plan’ but
without a ¢lear opposition ©
the trade union bureaucracy
who engineered 1t and are
determined to police it. One of
the very few proposals forreal
acion was a motion from
Letterkenny calling {or arank
and file movement of trade
untonists  and unemploved
“cammulted to uniled action
and co-ordination of all forms
of resistance to the fplight
faced by workers at the
present time”. The conf-

erence decisively rejected this
maotion, as also the proposal to
Co-Opt a representative of the
party's trade union commitiee
to the leadership.

JOB DISCRIMINATION

The conference gave un-
critical support to the MacBr-
wde Principles, advocating 11
proposals, several of which
call for govermment legal
measures and another for a
new form of egual
opportunity certificate w be
based on government veiting
as the condibon for receiving

W -'1_\1__"

S e -

As rulirig Class Attacks Grow .

obliged o keep the workplace
Jree of all politicalireligious

emblems, flags, graffiti,
rallies, marches etc which
might be offensive or intimi-
datory to other groups of
workers, Employers in
consultation with the
relevand trade unions, must
adopt effective disciplinary
procedures for dealing with
transgressors.”

With regard to economic de-
velopment, proposal 10 says:
“The British Government
must provide the necessary
incentives and infrastructure
to attract proposed new en-
terprises and actively encour-
age co-operative enlerprises
in the most disadvantaged ar-
eas” . This plea for more pn-
vate capitahist development
by the Briush State in anu-
unionist areas contrasts

sharpiy with the consistent
opposition of Sinn Féin to the

call for nationahsation under

W {actones

workers control «
threatening closwre because

this would involve the British

state!

DEFENDING THE
CLINICS 7

The Ard Fhes condemned

the Hamilion pdgement

against abortion information

as a major attack on civil lib-
erties and declared that “aon
directive pregnancy cowsel

churches
campaign which i fighting w
extend the 1967 Abortion Act
o the 6-counties

1’31'.-}:{'-1{.'] i Lhe

STRIP SEARCHING

Despite an admission from
the head of the Prisoners’
Department that letters 1o the
Insh Council for Civil Liber.
ves and Fianna Fail TDs
about prnisoners’ conditions
were 1gnored, the Ard Fheis
decided "that the Anti-Strip
Searching campaign be re-
structured to become a cam-
paign centred on political
lobbying and publicity” . This
15 a formula for a more passive
campaign than the current
one. It s also a recipe for
defeat.

1987 SF Ard Fheis
{D.Speirs/iReport)
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ling embadying ail chowces
should be freely available”,
but on the recomumendation of
the leadership they rejected
motions o participate fully in
the Defend The Clinics Cam-
paign! The party’s ruling Ard
Combhairle argued that ind:-
vidual members were free to
work in the campaign - aclas-
siIc cop-out - bt the party
would not support i as it hed
other, “mainstream”. pnon.
hes as against supposodiy
“marginal " or “sectonal” 8-
LS.

Motons from Derry which

recogmsed s woman's nght to
choose abortion were de-
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New Challenge for Women
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y Nov. 26th the Clinics consigned at best to making do :Ir‘
;1‘,:&",_(' C dmf}ﬂlﬂ '.tlthdn'_”] bl} and ha :L llv-i “; » )
igunched a new Women §  counselling service. Inc viia .

Informanon Neiwork to hiv, m.}m women will l:.: l

’Tfr Pﬁgnﬂn“ ("Gllﬂqll ynaware © { the service, while | »

- and abortion infor- athers will be fnghtened off "4

hngmn effectively to re- . ..o comi-clas ndestine nature j Z :
e the clinics closed Meanwhile the Alton Bill !'
pi.::: by the Hamilton Um,_s,"fruﬂ?l the British Par- . :
dﬂd venwnl a year ago. pament will, if implemented, ),
JJ = ng R launch further restrict the op LIOnS ‘

- -h[;\,‘ r'?li"lu!}-
\ HL;"‘H‘Cu was “L“ J.I

available to women, Thas Bill

he ”‘»“ . s sl .
-;jw despite the self-ce - proposes w0 reduce the upper
ship of e modia on s L0 for abortion from 28
how- o ecks to 18. Because of the

. 8 “‘In“i"Uu-ht.:\
. the mecting did not ad-
tL;l ~if 1o the defence of
o ""‘h.“ ,_U“.J vilal service, let

AN Ja idress (he nced w0 be-
= o a fight o /© pcal the legal
S ns the ban on aboruon

delays caused by censorship,
anti-abortion hystena and the
lack of counselling services,
Irish women going to England
would be particularly hard hit.

The Alion Bill seeks to claw

i‘;,-wm:_\n back the gamns made by the
«k nough SPUC have made 1967 Abortion Act which is
biocked in Northern Ireland

plain 10 all that they ntend O
; &-1‘ nsl any sach SCTVICES,
no dESCUSSION ook place con-

what will happen 1n
of the SCTVICE bC'l!"t.

= .-.-.r H.‘
CRaiag

the event

by the weight of Catholic and
Protestant reacuon. A N.IL
campaign demanding the ex-
tension of the 1967 Act, NI-

Launch of new Women' s Information Network in Dublin, Nov. 26th.

Photo

- Derek Speirs | Report

incted. What willthe Cam- 41 RA i now caught be- . [ B e T g | g
;‘4:;3* ;hp cenamt B8 o0 the British Alon renc- $;? g:il rgi?;mf} ﬁ;ﬁﬁ::ﬁ &;;ngg‘:;i (!_‘l::nd ::f m‘; ganisations of the working willing to fight the ban on
service ;:.ng-: the tele-  1on on the one hand and cleri- it 'Df women, espe-  defeace’ is tomonn dﬁ‘ li"n' class, women’s and student abortion information can and
'h“"‘? "“mmﬁ ~acat a8 cal reaction within the Six cially working class w::}meI:]c must be the organi . fl‘ + CURSRSh must also be won 1o fight |
y : ganising of an * beginning the fight now for  openly for decriminalisation

W :1:7""" L:"Ul can "me
eave h;,m:da 04 R

w
A

Whatever actics the Cam-
paign Mmay gsc for &fuﬂlﬂﬂ

the new service, they were

Counties,

Tragically, the Republican
Movement, the bitierest en-
emy of the Northern state, has
placed tselfl in the camp of
reaction against NTALRA. As
reported on page 2, the SF
conference rejected the Derry
motion for a women's right to
choose abortion. Simultane-

» Women’s Movement

“
Our perspective must be the

creauon of a 32-county fight-
ing working class women'’s
movement addressing all as-
pects of women’s oppression -

denial of contraception, di-

open democratic conference
o rally new supporters and
build a fighting campaign.
The IWG argues that such a
conference should aim (o
build around the clear goals of
* maintaining the counsel-
ling service despite injunc-
tions

* organising defence by

repeal of the 8th Amend-
ment and the 1861 Offences

Against the Person Act
which make the ban on
abortion information pos-
sible,

While the IWG argues for
abortion on demand as the
only adequate form of abor-

of

abortion as a first siep w

senously addressing the most
basic need of women taci..d

“J‘

tion rights, we believe never-

Dublin 794700 (W1IN)

FOR ABORT}(J:«. a
INFORMATION

680043 (Open Line)
Cork 502848 (Mon. evngs )
Galway 24682 (Helpline)

- ret from 1is sup- .
being kept seC vorce, abortion, as well as

J

> best activists

poriers. Indeed, statements (0
the media after the ma:uns

,.,mw}td that the organisers
of the new SeTvice are cager
aor w0 be seen as defying the
taw. Spokesperson Ann Con-
wuy claimed that the service
would not break the law. Con-
voiuted cxplanations suggest-
mg that the service might be
legal aot oaly fy i the face of
readity but mexcusably avoid
prepaniag any real defence for
& when it is attacked. The very
sotion, openly peddied at the
meeting, that the legal ob-
st les will crumble in the face
of 3 functioning information
- IVICS 1S a utopian onc in the
present political situation.
The campaign has turned its
back against even beginning

e poliical fight 10 reverse
h!lfmfahmmm
g Tet without a change in
te law Irish women will be

ously it refused official party
support to the Clinics Defence
Campaign in the south.

» Secular Republicans?

R P T IL TRTSMT  SE  ta

Despite its pretensions 10
secular republicanism, SF
gives way to catholic reaction
on this in‘;p_r:r:nn.. issuc. The
strength of that reaction,

and
the absence of any republican
ﬁmnmign on abortion rh“lh
led recently to a major sethack
in the student move ment - the
Queen's University of Belfast
student assembly on Dec. 3rd.
voled massively against a call
o extend the 1967 Act to
Northern Ireland.

Altacks on women's rights,
particularly n a period of
growing austerity, will con-
Unue o grow. I is urgent that
both the Clinics [
and ﬁe N:!ALRA hc mnd

legal and economic eguality.

trade union and political or-

theless that the

X

i

-

-
e e ———

The ICTU Conference deci-
sion

to ratidy Haughey's
“Programme for National
Recovery” was the outcome
of a blatantly undemocratic
campaign by trade union offi-
cialdom.

The two biggest unions speni
large sums and used union
journals to argue in favour,
allowing no space to critics of
the Plan. Only a minority of
warkplaces held meetings to
discuss the pros and cons and
even then the full-time offi-
cials were on hand to domi-

The Bureaucrats and the Ballot Box

nate discussion and hammer
home their defence of their
employers’, Carroll and At-
tiey. Thus most workers were
faced with putting a ballor
paper into a box, effectively as
isolated individuals, with no
other presentation of the issues
other than what they got from
the state and capitalist media.
One FWUI section meeting
of members expressed its an-
ger. It agreed that the official
union propaganda for the deal
contained blatantly false state-
ments, and that as the union
jourmal had been used exclu-
sively for one point of view the
union official present was for-
bidden to issue ballots to mem-

could be got n, resulting in
the slimmest margin of sup-
port for the plan.

The FWUI vote was an-
nounced by Attley as “one
and a half to one” in favour.
Yet, to cap the whole ansi-
democratic charade, the
FWUI cast all its ICTU votes
againsi the deal instead of rep-
resenting the proportions of
yes and no votes of their
members. So too the largest
block, 48 votes, were all cast
in lavour, despite the doubtful
and at best marginal victory of

LARGE OPPOSITION

Despite all these manipula-
uons the Deal was opposed by
114 of the 295 delegates at the
ICTU special delegate con-
ference. In fact, a majority of
the 56 unsons atiending voted

How the National Plan Was Passed

achieved. The IWG devoted |
resources out of proportion to
our size to the campaign and
commitied it 0 a demonstra-
tion and lobby of the ICTU
conference, But the largest
group, the Socialist Workers'
movement, after publicly |
agreeing to organise for it, did
no work for it and simply
decided not to turn up. Only
'WG maintained a presence
with our placards and paper.
The Militant Tendency, which
had completely ignored the
Campaign in rue sectarian ra-
dition, turned up to sell their
paper and dastribute Labour
Youth leaflets on a scparaie
initiative at the stan of the
conference.

Obviously the mood of the
working class 1s {ar in advance
of the prophets of downgam
and defeat in the Socahst
Workers™ Movement. A

mwmmhﬂ
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civilians - an explanati
convince them, we

at Enn
and incomprehension among

class people in Ireland and elsew
n of the IRA that the bomb was not meant for innocent
t‘ ia

on the IWG accept - will be eneough to
do not know. What we do know, however,

H

Ihe tragic kil
iskillen could not but produce genuine anger, res

Ihng
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natels consider the matter and the issues

spon the Palestinian peopile
West Bank. No nghtoous proiests of
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For Bourgoois governments in
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that only those who commit viokence
agamsi Oppression are “terronsts .
Such language is never used to de-
scribe the wviolence of the ruling
classes anywhere, a violence which in
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cial., legal and phisical force state
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machinery, the ruling classes of both
states have been responsible for a

rec of terror and oppression far
¥ *»C’i:f_hlﬂ}_. ﬂ-f..hu g the IRA has
ﬂu”'ﬂ‘-‘-; in the last 18 years. But for
slutionary marxists in Ireland 1t 1s

not encough to point out the obvious
moral hypocricy of those who rule
our crx‘i:t:'. Nor is it eneough to ex-
¢ the reality behind it, namely that
a war situation exists between the
British state and govemment and a
section of the anti-unionist popula-
uon of the North, on whom the Re-
publican movement depends for its
ah.!l;'-. to wage its struggle. It is this
situation t'nat produces different atti-
tudes to violence in Ireland of the op-
, d and which
can only be explained politically. 1t
has nothing to do with the nature of
violance committed and everything

M
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pressor and ihL oppresse

on the

w0 do with the social forces commi-
ing political violence. The world’s
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profit system 18 (O use ssionally
trained systematc terror against the
actual or potential enemy, with bod-

ies or armed men, the police, the army
and all the rcive nudnmrx of the
state which is at the disposal of those

who rule.
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Revolution and Violence

This objective factor is at the srari-
ing point of a Marxist approach to the
question of all violence. It 18 because
the bourgeoisic everywhere have
fought and will continue to fight like
a trapped animal to retain its rule, that
lcads us as re nluttﬂnm socialists o

state unequivocally that we regard
violance as inevit m? le and necessar

Violence is necessary to dch..nd lhc
working class and oppressed, and 1o
overthrow the whole historically
obsolete system of imperial capital-
iISIm.

It 15 this understanding of the na-
ture and roots of ruling-
that determines the revolutionary
response of Marxists, We recognise
that it 1s not the ill-will of particular
members of the bourgeoisie that leads
them to be responsible for the com-
mission of the barbarous acts of their
armies and police forces. Their vio-
lence is an integral feature of their
social cconomic system. The strategic
task facing revolutionary socialists is
not, therefore, the elimination of indi-
vidual members of the ruling class, no
matter how repugnant these people
may be. Our goal is not personal re-
venge. It is to organise the masses of
exploited and oppressed to further the
class struggle to its final resolution -
the armed overthrow of the capitalist
system 1n Ireland and worldwide.
Force, “terror’, is used by workers for
the defence of their immediate inter-
¢sts on the picket line against scabs or
the physwal attacks by police.
Equally it is used for decisive action
against the capitalist states, as in
Russia in October 1917,

G A g
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Bulundcra]lcond:tnuns for Marx-
ISts, it 18 terror conducted on a mass
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struggle of the masses for social and
conomic goals. Lenin made this

“Where

*olemicising agamnst a

revolutionary current in Russia
whose acts of terror against the
autocracy bore no relation 10 mass

struggle, he

did not re ject violence but

argued.
“In principle we have never re-
iected. and cannot reject terror. Ter

: 2 - . g
ror 1S one of tne jorms of ruiiiary

Suilapie

action ;r"f;_;.' may fr.-,' ‘{‘.'r"f_’_"‘t"uj':f‘*

and even essential at a definite junc-
ture in the batile (iL.e. tn :é;f Class
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conditions. But the importani poini i
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independent,
lated to any "
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For Marxusts, then, the violence ¢

the exploited and *~n{r essed, rang
from the determined atiempi ~
pickets, right through to the armed

struggle of the masses for their
state power 1§ explicable and ju

able. Underlying our defence of terror
as used in the class struggle, is the
that
Marxism has from all other tenden-

different approach 0 tactics

cies.

“Marxism differs from all primi-
tive forms of socialism by not binding
the movement to any one particular
form of struggle. It recognises
most varied forms of struggle and
them, but only
gives
conscious expression to those forms
of struggle of the revolutionary
classes which arise of themselves in
the course of the moment. Marxism,
therefore, positively does not reject
any form of struggle “ (Collected

does not “concoct”
generalises, nrgan:'ws.

Works Vol.11 P.213 Lenin)
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acts of violence perpetrated by sms
groups of self-proclaimed leaders o
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INTERNATIONAL F el & TR T

THE DANGERS of the Cen-
tral American ‘Arias Peace
Plan’ agreed in August are
becoming increasingly obvi-

ous. Last month the

Sandinista leadership agreed
a number of major conces-
sions to the demands of the
US imperialists and their

supporters inside Nicaragua

under way, it is clear they still want a
ol more compromises from the
Sandinistas. Despite the supposed
running out of aid to the Contras, US
reporters have all pointed out that
arms shipments have been massively
increased recently. Now deliveries of
Redeye missiles have allowed a sen-
ous offensive o be launched in the |
provinces of Chontales and Celaya |
Central. The Sandinistas estimate
that the CIA makes three flights a day
from Honduras 10 supply Contras
inside Nicaragua. (Honduras is one of
—— the signatones to the ‘Peace Accord’!
y ‘ In the week the National Assembly
approved an amnesty for prisoners,
Contras killed six children in acreche
in San Juan de Sur, in a dawn raid.
Against the Counter Revolution

The Government in Nicaragua has agreed to open negotiations with theContras.
Alongstanding demand of Reagan here the situation is described in the light of the 'Arias Peace Plan
ad the Contra supporters inside v

\mm been for the realease of Reagan’ and as being in the pay of the
polical prisoners’. By this they

Six Hundred people demonstrated in Dublin on Nov 7th, led by
Labour left-wingers, demaning the implementation of the Arias
peace plan, protesting at US attempts to undermine it. The IWG did
not support that demonstration, because, as explained in this article,
its central demand was profoundly mistaken, whatever the good in-
tentions of the marchers eager to defend Nicaragua. Our uncondi-
tional support for Nicaragua against US imperialism does not for

CIA! Another of Reagan’s mouth-
pieces, the bourgeois paper La
Prensa, was also allowed to star
republishing. Within a fornight it was
announcing that the US Senate had
voted 000 ‘to ensure the sur-
vival of democratic institutions in

The real defence of the workers'
and peasants’ interest in Nicaragua
hes not in the good offices of the

:emwc mg:: Mmmmnﬁ ﬁ one moment oblige us to hide our opposition to the petty-bourgeois church or the Democrats, but in an
opposition! | " | nationalist politics of the Sandinistas. intransigent struggle against the
counter-revolution and its agents in- |

side Nicaragua— the capitalists, big

This sudden about face on the part  ment to the August accords and the Al of these factors have led the  farmers and church heirarchy It
of the government was decided inthe  latest concessions that flow from it Sandinistas to place their hopes more  means not relying on diplomacy bat
usual ‘democratic’ manner. Debate  are the result of the desperate eco-  and more in a diplomatic, rather than  fighting to spread the revolution
M discussion was limited to the pomic situation facing the regime.  amilitary solution to the war with the throughout Central Amenca; not re-
‘Nine Commandantes’ of the revolu-  The US economic blockade com-  Contras. It has meant placing the fale  Jying on the Democrats but atempy-

m"’;.m“m"; w-mmdm.me of the Nicaraguan :;olmm, the  ing (o rally the US laboar movemeont
ures o the ‘mass organisations’. S0 (the fighting of which now takes up  gains of the workers and peasants, it against the murdorous wars being

Jim Wright, Speaker of Plan!
1 tives, at the - For a revolutionary workers’
and peasants’ governmen! in

Nicaragua'
o For a socialist federatson of Cen-
tral Amerxs’

_ '. ;
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reaucracy who were clamounng

any

Improvement.
Boris Yeltsin gave voice to this
mounting contradicuon. In a decay-
ing capital city policed by some of
| the most corrupt mafias of the
Brezhnev era he promised a crack-
down on privilege and graft Toaciu-
zeary grown weary of queues and
shorages he promised action and re-
suits. No wonder he feli foul of the
conservative cabals of the Moscow
and Soviet burcaucracy. He broke
the rules of the game by promising
improvement and by challenging en-
treached bureaucratic conservatism.
Yeltsin unleashed more than he
could comtrol. True he harangued
coaservausm and purged the old
guard m the Moscow committee. But
for the mass of workers reconstruc-
uon brought no tangible gain. While
the masses remained cynical, the
most conservative bureaucrats were
sharpening their knives for Boris
Yelwsin'sthroat.

Sqmadhczwum the two Yelt-
sin let loose his attack on conserva-
tives obstructing the process of
change. And fearful of what this
would signal 10 the masses the inner
ranks of the Soviet bureaucracy
meshed together to harl Yeltsin into
This was a victory for

_ﬁem

The Real
Limits of
Glasnost?

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV'S plans for a burcau-
cratic restructuring (perestroika) of the Soweet econ-
omy and of Soviet politics have suffered a senous set
back. He has been forced to sacrifice Boris
Yeltsin—Maoscow Party chief and long time Gor-
bachev ally—io the conservative sections of the bu-
' for his blood.
Gorbachev is in a tight poliucal squeeze. On the
one hand there are countless mithons of state manag-
ers and ministerial functionaries who are resisting
any challenge to their featherbedded and pnivileged
existence. To the marrow of their bones they loath
prospect of greater deemocracy and the need for
change. On the other hand the mass of Soviet work-
ers are growing daily more impatient with a regime
that talks so much of change while all around them
things stay the same. They grow more cynical about

a regime where the matenal goods shortage grows
greater, where food supplies diminish, but where the
icadership sigg the praiscs of change, progress and

how little has really changed. In the
new dawn of glasnost Yeltsin's Cen-
tral Committee speech, for which he
has been pilloried, has never been
published. In the fresh air of *democ-
ratsauon’ Yeltsin has been attacked
with a venom reminiscent of the
Stalin days. Yelwsin has been de-
nounced as an ultra-left. And for
why? Because he attacked the city’s
network of special shops for func-
uonaries and sacked scores of party
officials. Many workers will doubt-
less conclude that they too are ‘ultra-
left’ like Yeltsin. In words reserved
normally for Leon Troisky, Yeltsin
was attacked for ‘excessive conceit
and desire to be always on the front
stage’ at the staged meeting where
the Politburo were prosecutor, judge
and jury.

nere is evidence that the Yeltsin
affair has angered many supporters
of reform. At Moscow University an
unofficial student mecting de-
manded that Yeltsin's speech be pub-
lished so that they could judge who
was right and wrong. In the face of
increased police harrasment inde-
pendant political clubs have tried to
hold protest meetings in factories.
There are reports of a two day protest
general strike in Sverdlovsk—the
own where Yelisin was previ
Party Secretary. All of this will be
hmwm mef by the most conserva-

e the bureaucracy

noxious effects of ampering with

movement in Ireland raised up pow-

erful campaigners, such as James

Connolly and Jim Larkin, against
sectarian discriminauon, but after
1920 it permanently collaborated
with the Northern [reland state which
effectively legitimised job discrimi-
nation. The all-Ireland trade union
burcaucracy ensured there would be
no accountability for these policies

The success, however
American  solidarity
posing the MacBride
conditions on some U
in the Six Counties, pi job di
nauon in the limel 2
much so that Britain seng 4 full-tipn.
carcer diplomat campaignip, a v
them in the US and Joh
cven some Insh trade y

For 200 years capitalist industry in north-cag Ul §

Ster hag

benefited continuously from a huge surplus of cheap labyg, .
€ ur

a reserve army of the unemployed. And ever singe the dog.. ’
of the United Irishmen in 1798 the Unionists, hackeg&a‘
Britain, used that competition among workers for jobs ac by
means of dividing the working class along religions i‘i aslt'm
order to build a popular bloc of bosses ang prﬁtﬂfgsnn
workers under the banner of Orangeism, againg th:sita‘_nt
national movement. Fish
The sectarian allocation of jobs SDLPrefused o fighy for req)
was carried out at times by open in-  despite their anxiety l:‘:dfﬂ-f;_gm
timidation and pogroms, but for the  Sinn Féin’s prestige Hfﬁon *eMin,
most part it was systematically im-  ionist workers, At the '-Sam% Enu-un_
plemented by Orange lodges, ghetto  Republicans’ elitist apmey "NE the
associations, and sectarianised left anti-unionist workers StruE-_!,g;!.-.:
workplace organisauons, penetrat- and relegated all magg %Uu ?ELWL-;-_
ing even the trade unions, concrete issues of repress; Egle o
Prior to 1914 the wrade union forms, el

s Of Iris,.
gfﬁppg i im.
P_rmtipalﬂ a
S MVestmery,

- Tim;.
Ight again,

g Baing
]{)hn Humc and

MON leader,

ity to the sharpest of tests.
In his search for allics to boost his

authority withing the bureaucracy
Gorbachev 1s looking 1o enlist the

despite the nationalist majority in the
working class.

The northemn state proved itself
irreformable when demands for po-
litical equality in 1968 were met by
brute force and, after the fall of the
Stormont Parliament, by military
repression and empty Briush prom-

have gone there 1o argue agains

MacBride principles as 5 “m;f -
new investment”. U S, capital ?}1 E
North amounts 10 $12 billion }“2
ploying 11% ofmanaj’amuring;.LT'
ers in 25 firms, i g

NO WAY FORWARD

key political figures int he imperialist | 15es of anti discrimination reforms.

camp to his support. Summit politics
with them can not only case the arms
burden on the Soviet economy. Itcan
help stablilise Gorbachev’s leader-
ship within the USSR by seeming to
provide definite fruits in foreign pol-
icy even if his domestic policies are
INa mess.

REFUSING TO FIGHT
DISCRIMINATION

In 1987 northem unemployment
was two and a half umes as high
among Catholics as among protes-
tants. Shorts, the biggest manufac-
turer in the province with S000 work-
ersemploys 95% protestants, despite
its effective control by the British
state.

The

l hat 18 why Gorbachev will milk
the December summit for all its
worth. Photo sessions with Thatcher,

fire-side talks with Reagan and ini- nationalist

constitutional

Despite  Thatcher's anger at the
notice that the Mac Bride P”ncim:
hulvc received among US invcsm;:
this anti-discrimination charger .
ters no way forward to anlj-imm;i;;,
1st workers.

Uncritical support for this “Char.
ter” can become a serious diversion
and source of confusion. A {;{}nl’;’:r‘,
ence of the British “Laboyr Commit-
tee on lreland™ on Nov. 28th put the
MacBride Principles to the for as
the supposed key to workers' solidar.

tialling ceremonies on arms reduc-
ton are meant 1o buttress Gorbachev

EEERRET VU T

against those who oppose him. And,
at present, Reagan and Thatcher are
prepared to lend him a helping hand.
The will do so as long as his ‘recon-
struction’ in the USSR is coupled
with Soviet concessions to imperial-
ism globally-—most import-antly in
Afghanistan and Nicaragua.

From its inception the peresiroika
had within it the potential of stimu-
lating politicalife in the Soviet work-
ing class once again after years of re-

'New
Light
n

o,
H-Block

pression, apathy and cynicism. o the
extentitdidsoand totheextentitdes- | St 9
tabilised political rule it was bound to r‘-gg =
meel a massive burcaucratic rear-
ﬁmm There is a long tradition of
4 | ¥y republican prisoners bravely resist-
owb:m}ecwmhave ing British prison regimes. Bobby
mmm mﬂ;ﬂm must | Sands followed in this tradition
: ¢ warnings. must organ- | when he defiantly declared
:;W WW and extend | “J g mow in the H-Blocks where |
umwmmm d:éyﬁ_m ap;,ﬁ ,:'*_m‘ BRSRRS. who
arganise o overthrow the entire |  Prison discipline is used by the
1S | state to break the spirit of imprisoned
anti-impernialist fighters. Resistance
by these imprisoned is an important
first step in fighting back against this
branch of the state’s oppressive
Je- | to smash state repres-

‘e

% : :- o

ers as unavodable, 10 be endured
until sentences were completed or
independence achieved.

Campaigns against repression
have always been confined to ap-
peals for humanitanan sympathy for
those {acing torture, juryless courts
and pnison regimes. Republicanism
has never seen the politcal fight w0
mobilisc mass action agains! repres-
ston as a crucial pan of the struggic
against Imperialism. The penad of
the hunger strikes might seem ©
contradict this but reading these two
very different books, Beresford's
Ten Men Dead, and Clarke's Broad:
ening the Battleficld, graphicall
exposes these weaknesses of Repub>
licanism on this question.

Sands and the prisoners (o
strongly the need to fight the polic
of criminahsation , which was o &
the propaganda pillars of the Brbs
counter-offensive after the mad-sev-
enties truce. Over the four yearns !‘r_—;
fore the Hunger Strike they endur
‘ * harsh condixons w

the ssue up.

Adams and e lkadorshs

sonsitive 10 the tveat w0 O ==
by the escalan
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workers for scarce jobs. Within the
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Mac Bride ipd orgamised workers’ movement unity

We fight for action by workers
put forward s

throughout the trade unions in soli-
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lidarity movements 10 take up. But
i.m‘-u W to belhicve that
:w struggie for reforms within n-
dusiry, o maser how determincd,
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the basis of an exphiculy working
chass programme.The starung point
for such a programme must be the
recogmuon that Protestant and
Catholic workers and their familics
and communiticsboth suffer unem.-
ployment, emigration, cuts and de-
clining standards of living. For both

sections their primary need as a class
In response to joblessness is to f ight
for massive schemes of useful public
works financed by the state at trade
union rates and under workers’

contol.Only a party and movement

must be fought for 1o implement
cquality measures under workers'
conirol.

RELYING ON THE BOSSES

The MacBride principles are as
much concerned with getting catho-
lics into management as getung
workers into jobs. They envisage the
bosses will enforce anti-discrimina-
uon measures, the bosses will en-
sure “security” for catholic workers.,
and the bosses will decide what
posters, leaflets or emblems workers
may have in the workplace - with the
collaboration of the trade union bu-
réaucracy where possible, of course.
In 11 years since the Equal Opportu-
nities declaration was trumpeted asa
step forward in the north, 17 outof 26
councils and 185 out of 415 engi-
neering firms refused to sign it. And
some of those who did blatantly

continue to discriminate against
catholics! So much for relying on the
bosses or the public authorities of the
capialist state to deliver equality!
Whatever advantages particular
bosses may sce for themselves in
playing this role, we can be certain it

Discnminaton” adopted at the 1987
Ard-Fhieis gives unqualified support
to the MacBride “ethical investment
campaign”, saying “/nvestors have
a responsibiiity for the provision of
equaiity in employment. They should
be obliged to uphold that responsi-
bility” . This is the language of lib-
eral caputalists, not of socialists.
The working class in Ireland, and
workers™ solidarity movements
abroad cannot afford w0 share these
tllusions in the methods of the
MacBride principles. We neither
demand nor rely upon“ethical in-
vestment” policies from the capital-
st class nor, of course, do we oppose

such action by investors where they
occur.

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR

Yes, we demand legal obligations
on employers o employ catholic
workers in proportion to their num-
bers, but we place no faith in the
willingness of the bosses state to
implement such laws. Workers
themselves must fight to impose
their demands on the employers and
on the union burcaucracy; the work-
ers themselves must openly monitor

darity with every concrete struggle
by Six-County workers against em-
ployment discrimination. We fight
1o mobilise the widest possible trade
union campaigns of education and
nquiry nationally, and across the
Briish unions organising in the
North, 1o win over organised sec-
tons of protestant workers (o recog-
nise and reject sectarian discrimina-
Bon.
But the basis for success in such
struggles within the Northern state is
weak because of the nature of the
sectanan state iself and of the hard-
encd divisions in the working class
upon which that state survives. Only
struggle can decide what can be
gained, and every such gain by the
working class movement in the north
can weaken the ciass alliance of
Umonism upon which the survival
of the sectanan state depends.
But the fight against discrimina-
ton can only become a real step
forward when it is linked by a work-
ing class movement and revolution-
ary party to the complete disman-
tling of Partition and the Northemn
state, as one key task in a revolution
against Impenalism and Insh capr-
talism as a whole.

REVIEW

RA's new ‘Long War’ perspective
o which the active support of the
community was a key factor.

The Long War Strategy

Part of the ‘Long War’ strategy
was mdeed o build up Sinn Fein's
party activity in the anti-imperialist
atas. But this move into ‘commu-
aty politics''was envisaged as de-
wioping slowly and under close

National H-Block Campaign
- A Turning Point

By 1979, however, as the blanket
protest grew, Sinn Fein were forced
to make a tum towards the need fora
more systematic mass campaign. The
key decision was clearly that of the
Republican leadership in advance of
the October 1979 Green Briar con-

cal and only a political solution will
solve 1.” (Clarke P.154)

But Sands’ criticisms remained
stnictly limited. As a republican his
politics left him unable to formulate
an altermauve approach which put the
fight for mass industrial action at the
centrc of the campaign. Signifi-
cantly, no call came from the prisons
10 rn the campaign towards the
organised working class. The IWG
were virtuaily alone in sysiemau-
cally arguing at the Green Briar con-
ference and throughout the campaign
that political status must remain the
central demand and that the organ-
1sed class action of workers was the
only adequate basis.

Hunger Strike

Clarke's book s more explicitly

concemed with political 1ssues than

organisation has got so involved in
‘politics’. He sees a contradicuon
between military and political acuon
deeply embedded in the Republican
movement today. He believes that
the hunger strike caused that and
confidently predicts that the contra-
dictions will soon come to the sur-
face. But because Clarke does not
recognise the roots of the Provision-
als in the anti-impenalist struggle, he
is unable to explore the contradic-
tons in their politics and military
campaign in any depth.

As Trotskyists we are not opposed
in principle to hunger strikes. One of
the largest and, for a time, Most suc-
cessfull hunger strikes ever was or-
ganised by Trotskyists in Stalin’s
camps in October 1936, Over a thou-
sand went on indefinite hunger strike
causing chaos for Stalin’s police and
seriously destabilising the ferocious
discipline of the Sibecrian camps.
They won all their demands. It wasa
great victory. It was also short-lived.
Stalin restored order in the camps by
the expedient of mass execution of

which they might have appealed for
support. The Leit Opposition in the
Soviet Union had itsell been com-
pledy destroyed.

The conditions {or the blanketmen
were quite differant. The isolation
they faced which forced them onto a
hunger strike was not the product of
the smashing of the struggle against
Imperialism but was the product of
their own politics. This is the most
important lesson of the Hunger
Strike. When no bait offered, and no
brutality imposed, by the British
State could get these prisoners (0
abandon their demand for political
status, the course of action dictated
by their own republican ppluy:.s
forced them into a humanitanan
cross class alliance, based on acuon
limited to publicity and protest,
making a plea for humanitanan treat-
ment - when whalwasmﬁed_ was a
working class mobilisation with
ike action as a key method, for the
political status mm politics




' Act. Sedn Mac Manus, party chair-

THE RATIFICATION by the
Haughey government of the Extra-
dition Act totally confirms the view
that Fianna Fail is a party wedded
to the defence of imperialist capi-

talism in Ireland.
For months Republican News and

the national anti-extradition cam-
paign, dominated by Sinn Fein, have
becn carrying glowing reports of the
growing number of Fianna Fail TDs,
councillors, regional officers, and
rank and file members who, alleg-
edly, were opposed “tooth and nail”
to Haughey’s intentions to imple-
ment the act. It was upon these “sol-

diers of destiny” they argued that a
real movement could be built to stop
the government in its tracks in hand-
ing over republicans to the British
army and the RUC in the North.

Alas for pipe drcams! The whole
Fianna Fail party voted without
exxception against aill the amend-
ments by the Opposition and ratified
the new extradition arrangements
directed against republican fighters.

The cosmetic amendments by
Haughey to the 1965 Extradition Act
- whereby the Attorney General will
scrutinise all extradition demands by
the British government was ¢nough
to convince the Fianna Fail “dissi-
dents” to fall quictly into line behind
their leadership. Their “republican

principles™ melted like snow before
the sun when Haughey raised the
possibility of a general election if the
government was defeated. This, plus
the massively orchestrated wave of
anti-republican propaganda follow-
ing Enniskillen, cruelly exposed the
worthlessness of the Fianna Fail
gposujon and the illusions of Sinn

in.

Republican News of November 3rd
carned not a word of explanation for
the abject collapse of those on whom
itrested its main hopesof resisting the

ton that the amendments (o the 1965

ol T ;h!,d"- ﬁfﬂ!' -i.,‘_\ .

After Extradition...

Rebuild Mass
Resistance to

Repression

ton of how come the so-called intran-

sigence of the Fianna Fail opposition

had so completely disappeared when

Haughey's amendments, which Sinn

Fein correctly describe as mere

shadow boxing, were introduced.

And yet there had been clear evi-
dence of real opposition to extradi-
tion among large numbers of the
working class in the South, many of
whom undoubtedly vote Fianna Fail,
if they vote at all. The real question
was around what perspective for
concrete acton and struggle could
such opposition North and South be
organised to build an efecuve cam-
paign?

Cenainly not, as events have, once
more tragically revealed by peddling
illusions “the rank and file” of Fianna
Fail could be tumed against their
leadership to any serious effect. Such
a view wilfully and blindly ignores
every lesson of history since the foun-
dation of Fianna Fail in 1926. It is the
major party of capitalist stability in
Ireland, cynically using republican
rhetoric all the better to ruthlessly
stamp out any threat to the “good

order” of imperialist capitalist rule

here.
Photo - Derek SpeirsiReport

uaents ShatterSocial P

Republican News reports that there
arc rumours of hundreds of defec-
tions of Fianna Fail supporters in the
wake of the decision to ratify the ex-
tradition act. This suggests that, de-
spite everything, the republican
movement and the national extradi-
tion campaign will continue its pres-
ent disastrous course in building the
campaign. Even worse, the statement
from the IRA, following the masive
dragnet of state forces across the
country after the Enniskillen bomb,
underlines how far the whole move-
ment is now on the defensive.

The IRA appealed to the Fianna Fail
rank and file as “this most powerful
constituency within the 26 counties to
asserithat British politicians - not the
Irish people - are the root cause of

division and conflict in owr country.” |

(Republican News p4)

It reassures this “constituency’™
“given the division sufferedby the re-
publican movementin 1926" thatthe
republican movement poses neither
now nor in the future any threat to the
26 countes. We are thus, left in no
doubt whatever about the IRA’s view
of Fianna Fail today. It is scen as the
historic partner of today's republican

N, \ :1,'!

Irish
Workers

movement, if only the leadership
would sce sense on “getting the Brits
out”

This is the party and “constituency™
which in its gruesome history of class
rule has jailed, tortured, framed,
hanged republicans; which has intro-
duced the most draconian repressive
legislauon to destroy republicans;
which hascreated an obscene alhance
with the catholic church hypocriti-
cally repressive sectarian state deny-
ing the most elementary democratic
rights to its women and citizens in
general; which is carrying out at this
very moment a massive economic
and social onslaught upon the work-
ing class, the poor, the sick and the
unemployed. This party, the republi-
can movement now regards as its
historic partner. Nothing could un-
derlinc more the deadly logic of the
Adams lcadership’s stageist politics
repeating DeValera's “labour must
wait”,

It 1s precisely from such a perspec-
tive that flow all of Sinn Féin’s illu-
sions in Fianna Fail. It explains why
Fianna Fail leaders, from the founda-
tion of the party 1o today have suc-
cessfully outwitted the republican
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FOR MASS RESISTANCE

Urgent SICps must be taken to i
all republican, working class e
socalist militants 1o ta};h{he h&:ﬁ:..;c;i‘:
a new campaign that can ha}'{,'f;
retreat,

This can best begin by convenin
urgently a national open d-ﬂmﬁcr;"%
§ conference forall activists Oppmh
Extradition. The Derry Anti-Exirs
didion Committee has already
fered 10 host such a conference

But such anew campaign must have
done with all illusions in Fianng F;:_'}
and tum to the forces of the workeng
class in its communities an
workplaces, and 1o the methodsof i
class struggle, especially the fight fir
industrial action against the shames
attacks.

* Repeal the Extradition Act!

« Smash special courts and abaiish
all repressive legislation,

* For a national conference now’

' » For a united front in action

workers socialists and repobd
cans.

e

was during that week that knis
made the week before al oo &
the threatened bationsise
plants, were developed ant <

wasted in trying to win over the Same weekend a national coor- o
right wing students and the OH  @inating committee was estab- .?.":“ :;T:ta::'pi: b
to fully supporting the action !iShed and this called for a con- onrains sy’
when it was more important to  iPuation of the strike. Nonethe- “’Ill:ﬁm " lu,ﬁ"f recrytD
fight for an orientation to, and 15 there were signs that the don to such werk te Ssi
support from, the threatened :"’MMNMMlMI ctrike bost direction gd MgV
DS dustries. As a bulletin issued by Some faculties had already 5 gges & m,;,.-m =
B ' ﬁn PUnkt pointed Caliod off the strika, others de- over, but it ended of B &7
‘the mast important “nw sctions be s much as O Lacies B
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