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REVCLUTIONARY
' REGROUPMENT

vhen tae founuing memdb.re o, the

Irdeh VWorkersa' Jroup wero expellcd
yrom wn: Socialist torkers' lovemen ¢
two ye.rs ago, they immediat.ly igge
ued & stateunent to tne left EXrouns
and papers \dever published) in whien
‘they uescriveu tne nolitical busis

of their onposition witnin tiaat or -
ganieation, tue burewucratlic uuture
oi tne Vv wund tine waolly Jid@..00r -
tle wwnner ol our eanulsion. /he
gtatesent coucluded with a cull for
re roupwent and iusion of the left
as a stratesic priority in the i L
for theoretical primeiple, political
clarificetion aud programmatic deve].
opment. .u the draft vublication of
tie Irduh vorkers' Groun mwanifesto,
in november '76, and iu the first
ispne of DuaSS GT.WG3L. 1u Juue hpe.
we .urther repeatea sud exnlujined
our position on re.r.avment. mone of
~our-articles wwes reolied to by tue
reresentatives of tue Left iu Iie-
land, | | Wit

degently, the Indeseadent Socialist
Parly aas sublisied & doocuwent "For
Revolutiouary Regrousment’ whicu
attewpts to give reauous wiy uud ou
wuet vasiv lusion of the loLt wi_nt
M‘ﬂ place., surtaeg, a public meet-
ug . vas orpauised by tue 1uP wita
invited speakers irom U, wmd. and |
vas got invited, ome " our wcmbers
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vhen, as CX=-memberg of the DV 5 W@
ca;ltd Lwo years a,o f{or regrougmeut
and iusion of thne left, we dia .0 not
merely vecause we.'were g handful of
comrades spreaa over four Cities,
leolutea irom tne clasg strua xle and
the rilutively dar_er marxist and
ropavliown geoupin u, I ludeed tpat
had beva our gole Cunsiderution we
could justly have bLees a0cused oy
-pouiub_gqaqggqqt;gngg solutions to our
own 1solatioan. wo woubt our argumentsg
to defend such g naqaoeuvre would have
beeu coucned in terms siwilarly va. ue,
pious aand abstruct s tnose of the
1T 4a taeir docwmneat ‘ror ilevolutione
ary Hegroument'. On tne coutrary, we
did 8o {or three reasons.

l. rhe total baskruptey of the methods
and solutions { the Programmes,; of the
eaistiag revolutionary and republican
lett as tae basi:z for vuildia; a vau-
plard uariist sercy of tae Leniuist
tyoe iu tiie Irish workin, class.

2+AD a consequence of (ais failure,
the fra mentetion and splits &dOug
tiese yroups, coupled vith ETOWAiN
demoralisation and irustration of
secuions of militautes in tue worsiag

~class movemeut, trade uuions aad Lab-

aud in the anti-i
.g o 2 'il:x"l | ‘.‘._ ) T |
{he lateruationul crisis of. leader-

mperialist

LS 8
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: the Left Opposition in e battle
and et the Stalinist counter-revglyw
agail gulmin&tin‘f in the fight for the
t':‘on;;h International incornorcted {in
i.:?r‘I‘ranﬂi tional Programme of 1934,

In the light of these truditiong
z'd the method inherent within them of
E lutionary ULolsheviem in actiou,
:V:nalyse and evaluate the .tE';OtiC;’:’:,
stegy and programmes of tiae varioue
;:::iat tendencies in Ireland and

.nterna.tionall YV e

3, To pose our own taotical ond stra-
);egic alternatives to the gentriot
and opportunist politices of the marx-
jet and republican left as part of a
prineipied process to oreate a ooll-
ective leadership of revolu tionary
socialists wedded intransigently Fo
the struggle for theoretical olar{.ty,
merciless self-criticism, revolution-
ary activism, unbending hostility

to capitalism, loyaliom, clericalisn,
and all ideologies and currente

wiich stand in any way for their COn=-
tinuation.

Therefore, our documents frankly and
sharply addressed themselves to the
record of the Irish left and drew {firm
and harsh conclusions about that rec-
ord. We have been accused by the Irish
left of egotism, of claiming a mouo-

'imposgsg
one tendoncy claimin,

in {tgelf a1} the trut
and let live.

cunaot teaoh a
thing worthwhi
and a gensge of

of any
20rate
LTg0? Mive

to incop
h,

ley inﬂteﬂd

eale al) the

ir politics, Ad
can throw avay
8cientifio lan-
if used Correctly,
use of a living

1f serious marxistg
the only pPrecise and
suage of analysisg,
and still claj

m to have to

Irish vWorkers Group
dientifically would
tion of our strategy
our political method,
ation and identification
ist tradition. 7o do thie

characterise the
politically and s
demand an éxamina
and tactics,

our interpret
with the marx

1w effectively would in turn require exam-
poly of the truth, These SESUSEL Lows lnation of their own politice) and
vére entirely predictable. Rather theoretiocgl traditions, the
than seeing our polemics as laying - __
the basig

for a principled and sharp
atrategy, tactics, pPro,ram-
B¢ - the issues that do divide the
left - ¢, 3., tae 852, wud t,,.,u
3¢ baive acoused ug of "gectari

debate on

Ra_tha: than &o_
nmw us m. ndlessly

thus agaip displaying utter conius '
about farxist terminology. i'or m ALX10V8 4 d{vi
“®ctarianism ip a concept character-  "mar
d8ing tactice and strategy, For —USEEE
1iberals i 5 uge refers simsly to wha °  ago
they ignoran tly regard as the 'abusive-
too8 and 'congenital' divisiveress of  left
the loft, e refute completely the |
:t"::o °f political sectarianism. As sham

-

the Iriﬂh l,f

ing on matters of
iple. Ve are not
{804 that they re

| ©le" unhelpf to debate .
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totally incapable of being employed intell 49.

\ 5 : eCtualS
ag 4 metht_.d of &I}alysléa o a tool of ers wno imita%eaggea handful Pf.__woxjx-:.
interventioa, orientation and sStruggle., ... _ _ wor3t~chara‘cter-.
No I'ight occurred| The left, lncregg- |

ingly outmanoeuvred and divigeq in {Lenin - volt-ving Communjgm, )
it?nlf,uimply .i'ull. upgrt. J:Tventm.lly, The Iyp docume: it ¢y Teyroupment
a disparanle group resigned, Culy to illustiratesg CUr critic igmg ~ -
dieintesgrate further - some rutaruing cl(,-:::[,rly. Devoid of any c("jc;:;’h m.)re

| P & \ } P ; . : ¢ polit.
to . the IHEP ¢ convinced repub.;.icans, l1cal analygig of political tradyi ¢j
others to sterile scholastiéism, ' or Programmes, period pr pempectit:na
others still to the limbo land of .its facile impreesionigm leads tp th;
their "careers"., Part of the pregent I5P coriclusion that a "uniteqr revoly-
leadership of the ISP pear full res< Lionary left wil3 ‘répresent g "strong*
ponsibility for waat happened to the current on .the basis of agreement on
IRSP. The mos{ hopaful opportunity n ligt of worthleug platitudes, The
for .Btﬂ.bliﬂhind‘ A @enuline wor!{ing LWG 1‘(.'-’:?@(3 ts tnin documﬂnt Oompletﬁl\'-
clasu marxiet moveuwent wag eolinleto- "Unity" on the basis proposged ie at
iy doetroyed withont even the repi best an Cuportuniatije manoceuvye
to an_a_l"st-.- the leB;JOHE of this tragic lla.i-V'.;l,}' andertaken b;u" the ISP, and
spisode being eveh recognised betfore fYRically by the SW. to reoutst
the emergence of a new tendency should me:zmbers to their economistic perspec-
begin-. This, at least, would haye tives of party-building. It is regrot-

enabled -ti;« rarxiste to glﬁr&'fg' their table tnat the ISP display again the
understandin, of theory, strategy ang  seme friv0109§ complacenoy, . the same
progr-mnu and incorporate tle lewsons 0Lt indifference to theoretical
vithia a moye fully developed polj t- a—n,ndki..xoiltioal pm?cipleﬂsa evident

isal p.r'pectivG. Inst.“’ ﬂrter il Jieir time in the IRSP,

nths ineide the cterile gasbeg of PUR - DIPPERENC LS

v NY e ' e | Ll d Y d k|

;;:gri::’c:ms :;tﬁ;::;ﬂaw::cialiat Unlikg '_tne ISP, we do not believe ;
arnounced on tha basis of a "programmen that _th-e aivi.sians among the left are,
0f 863gy platituden as in tre ~ at base, aupgrfic_ial_.. it 18 no doubt 5k
IZSP.  Recruiiment of the most | true that petty factionaliem needl¢se~
Pelitically raw individuals pes . 1y ealets but it is more a aymptonm

It was immdiately cvident L. - the qtm’ﬂﬂma‘ ..mq ..f‘-ﬁ“wo”' e
locderghin of thelSP had learat PRE 7% R "~.E-ﬂ-¢"'_l‘f"*i; hat ¢he lert
Bething <rom their ex eriences, The DS L Lexna ally is
tuaism ( left-republic. nism) nas
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ooy 't faliills in practice its
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:’f"bor.tion of the Traneitional

' " apme in the light of a changed
roﬂ' jecal reality could have spelt

] r Y )
lf:to new strategic and tactical patn
?v_ internatio“al proletarian power.
._ iz;teadfme Fourth International failed

~edefine 1te perspectives adequately
wunmmoualy, the Trotskyist moven-
'.gt gplit into a soeries of groupings
sub-groupings. Basically the world-
ide divisdons of the Trotskyist left
sclate tO their understanding and use
,f the world programme embodied in the
fourth International in 1938. It is
ron this relationship that oue can
4est recogniee the serious and profound
iifferences of method employed by the
Jiffering national and iaternational
wrrente of modern Trotekyism. The
sarticular debates and issues, the
questions still remaining to be res-
olved,underlying this historical
division deserve a separate and det-
siled treatment. Broadly, however,

there are three major positions.

e 8§ PE N

_In this category fall the W.R.P. in
‘ritain, Workers' League in Ireland.
‘! represents the most dead-end
—=atlan perspective for whom the
rld stood still in 1938 with the
tansitional Programme. Forever
Toclaining the "imminent" collapse
. ‘2Pitalism those groupe combine
“® moet gectariun and factional pelf
notion of their organisation,
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This carrent, renresn
United Sﬁcratariat‘ofciﬁzegoiit;he
Internationgl wae the only Oone ¢
attempt to rositively rcnzt to tg
changed world coniditions faoin 'r:
()lutjon;,u'y toclaliets in t-he Fgurt:-
Interna .ional. in Ireland it 10 now
reprocented vy the riovement for g |
L?cialist Republie. However, |
al failgre of the USFI to sround theip
thegr§t1cal, strategic and tactical
positions in a ooncrete political

cCouomy of the new world order g
1t was

the tot-

‘ | eant
L <holly incapavle of translating
tne iuzes a..d method into living
8lruggly in the workins claoe. It dev-
eloped u chroaic ldeoloygical inatadile
ity citner stridently ultra-leftist
Or supiuely opportunist ( the present
vactical orientation being blatant
cepitulation to reformism, whether of
the Trace Union Bureaucracy, Labour
left or Stolinism). The MSR, like
the JSI'T {u general held a position
on the Permanent Revolution whion
identified the Provisional-spearheading
of the natlonal strugglas with the
working c.as3 leadership of that |
struggle, in effect obliterating the
need for & working class marxist
srogramue and party. The USFI sees the
‘o nal Frogramme as a siorehouse
slogans to dignify taeir
)] and political cistcrtions,
dona of revolution-
red into a

k




(g the I.5. 4roup, now WP i B
tain and Ite nigter. group UWF in
irelanc. lu rojecting gl Trane Lion-
al Prograwmne ol 1938 ag Irrelovunt
to the LO.S, 603 and ?03’ the IS Yere
inevitably to reject the Wiiole ideg
of & trancitional Programme as
relevant., In doing so, IS and S\/|q
rejectad the possibility of-elaborat_
ing a »rogramme cxcent ag & result
of a MRg4d party already laving be.n
built. Ir Svrn thoy furthor rejoot
the possibility of building a 1 e
internction¢l without Bimilar masy
partiee eiie‘ing. In egsence & purely
organieational concept, tnig tradi-
tien has raturred to the Programmatic
traditions of the Second Internation-
al - a minimum/maximum programme ir
‘whioh the duy=-to-day strugeles f'or
reforms (uinimum) are divorced fro:.
iy a¥rygple for workers' power (the
max.nur.,, @.. workers control is
not seen as g transitional ang Lt
ing persnective vut as something to
be implensnted after the revolution,
and national uni ty similarly,at root,

It thus reiects the whole creagtive
developmant of theory and practice,
party and clags, Drogramme aud atra-
tegy eatablirhed Ly Lenin and the
Bolsheviis :iu 1917 and codified in
toe first four Congresses of the .
Third Intercztional. The practice
the T *'

? Ef_. ‘,"',Lnd -the 3,-” *& h 1y

ol sl

Semi-cporturpoug
tradg un,en

E.GEEDEC;L} vele 83, resting - Qpor :f:‘ o :F’ TET 5. 1 2

alreudy on Lthe way to hﬁoaaiub anothey
‘ In Ireland SWM hae ghown the
S8ame tendencjes in ite atteantg to
&et g "richt to work" march Bff the
grovnd lagdt autumn, in jte involvement
in the unempioyed action SO0mmittees
in the Worthlese ptunt of "free bus.
faros", 1p conditions leagt Gditadble
for rencating tue significant but
Superiicial gaing of the IS group, .
SWM has made no solid gaing anywhere,
Though stil1 confirmed in jtg snug,
self-satisfied feet-on-the-groynd
realism, it jsg tne realiga of 8,

narcissist.

“he ISP? in its present form operates
with wuch less sophietication on the
same ldvological terrain of the Swi:

a purely formal commitment to Marxism
and Trotskyicm.
- The Militant group in the Lavour

hile claiming to ve Trofskyist
€eglance to the Trans-

taxy
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or RMM programme we in no vy {denti® 92,
.4 that the Transitional Prog- thos?‘x-;ho, in rejecting ¢ aly e
e ho; the Fourth International re- rT€pucdlate the basic tradit;on #
a i the international program- Pprinciples and methogd I‘epre:;efl:t q
;;esentenclusion to the continuous pol- that programme. These gEroups are x
; ﬁticlcsattles waged by Trotsky in the fqually bankrupt. | :
g jtica: - then in the I.0.L. We i &
~sopition, ®© Dbelieve t}
it 07 indem, centrism and refor- 1930 Programss sad e

| »‘“’m the world working class move- the traditione of tﬁo Co 1wd' "

‘ m: 1t therefore represented an its firet four Congrease: ”Iﬁ”?ij"‘
;:,;-ﬁational prog'rammatic:. alternative ity F.O r?voj‘.utionm BCiQ;'Itifig Sl
s both sne Second end Third Inter- marxism in ,.lts historically mosat

4 .tionals. Its purpose was tokbecome developed form in the epoch of

' minstrument in tne hands of revol=- mon?qu:/ capitaliem. In the new -
jcionary WOrKers and intellectuals in period of world capitalist crisis
ez to bring the working class Wwe have e..perienced in-.the 60p and
ternationally onto a war footing. 00, thie fidelity demande tne

re~elaboration of a new Trangitional
Programme and the bLuilding of a
International around it. It ie abune
dantly clear that the solutions of
Stalinists, reformists and econom-
ists have nothing to offer the work-
ing class in terms of coherent

¢ vas a programme which, while star-
vng from the immediate needs of the
yrking class to defend itself, sougnt
t carry the struggle inexorably to

the goal of workers power. Trotsky
ireatively applied and developed the

‘mjor tactical and strategic principles + :
: political stratexy. In Ireland par-
of Lenin and of the first four Congress- ticularly, the wﬁking class noﬁu

¢ of the Comintern. He did this in
political solutions which relate
wie context of the Staliniet counter- specifically to the dimeneions of

dvolution, imminent fascist take-over, the international crisis peculiar

1leﬂipd?ning economic and political to an imperialised economy, and

21818 pointing towards a new world which offer a coherent interconnected
mfﬂu Vo | and strategic alternative to their
1938 :' the transiticnal Programme of false ansvwers, whether republicans,

| 8 nothing else but ge-elaborat-

stelinists, reformists, rank-and-

L of the “

&'lrs.lr outlised by Lenin in April v,
h.d Ktombar 1917 G.Ild f urth'? a'bo,. ;* __* VT _“It;% ; ‘ :..;F,; __ :
the the programratic theses of - ODNBRARRESRRE W ¢ '
® 1919
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-1922 Congresses. The tran- o R L b i
* Dethod represents the highest = 7% Sl Tt B i Rl
” cu::matlc and strategic development M Mo
ln, 4 Nism in the epoch of I.mpcx‘i«u.lﬁh:;,_.:

RET 28 fighest stage of capitalism. 9%

targ o ae only means whereby the hie- .-
maipgli.tieal anil theoretica.. G SN
“0“?.21" of tie First International,  “9%@
Lonay o, -OMmune, the Second futerna-  OVOR

- i e T, . . 6 8 &
toy) h:nd the Commnist International  PO°-°"

°d iy o oas AR S
T#;*' ew epoch to pouse the

L the vz:i f‘q—r n the immediate rtruggle O
of o, Y°TKing class to the overthrow  °
'f“alinm i.taalt.m m i R o
Hon T04%Ct com
] : the
ity gy, OTM

Pletely the fetishisa-




%
cantmue_ve of a workers government,
perﬂpectl

i fic form of the United Front
8 BP?leiz guch, it is an abBolutely
t“tlc'll,art of the trunsitional
'0“30 ¢

. ; , > Such q PTOgTamme .

| {uUBtlt”i l,il‘ h’l]a‘* I.J_ﬂd 01 E;OV"" wWQ {10 nUL bf'-'llt‘\'t i‘ig 'H n reoi )
basi0 H does the working class need ior a Bchiolautje I'Ctreat lrom the
ernmel

gefend itself concretely against - _ need to intervene
e
10 Ut

“.iere poggidble in
es of the ruling class tae living Struggles of t,, Irish
the raV?amd policies, it poses soly- working class on the basjg of alreaq:
measlurzgr taie rank and file organs of worked out alternatives,
:gs;gl.e which if takelf u‘IiJ al;‘:l}l]’?ple- The initiation of Pilincipled
magsees ea " :’ ! ‘ .'».l l t s “n i *:
”nwiobi :tilzuutiou :Jf civil war and T‘f?;femimw:i? it lr:::rbl*l }h:ecrt::tio
0 | { | ..11 . _ ha
:;opnood for tiae dictatorship of the of a collect)ve arxist leadervhyp
| | f roviding tae
letariat. ,, aloye capable o P |
Pr;he workers governmeut slogan 1;’ intellectuul u.d theorcivical resourcesg
therefore, u tranﬁiti:;l:lwgii?:s_o adequatz bo tliz to prozrag;nt?zgfvelo;:-
yreparing th e ment aad serious sartiy-bal N
E‘%&cfe%thgsgaatepﬂ- At tae same
class ¢ '

time it offers the only means Ofth

breaking the working, cla:;-s ff'om | ;

hold und illusious of reformism auc

refornist partieu. It docs ot 2

renlace thu nced for a_rl?o].‘ut-lmflla_l_y

e proletaciate T R = Q= 0= 0= 0= 0= 0=( = 0= D= J= J= Q= 0= D=
the proletariat.
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