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The Labour Party has once again
| dis- graced itself again by some o
N i their Councillors voting for the

RUBBISH COLLECTION
CHARGLD.

Sorne voted for and others voted
against it. And this is the bloody
Party that is going to offer itself
as ai alternative Lo the corrupt
Policies of Fianna Fail in the next
Election.!!!
| GET REAL LABOUR.

Without Labour's support these
proposals would not happen at

all The Minister for the
ament true to his Fianna

Hﬂ colours. threatened to
: bo Sh the City Council ey dic

lay ball. IT'S A JOKE.
r 8 go out to vote at

tlme and if the
ant does not like what

o ? é unc lurs vote for they are
reatened with the sack.
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What's new ?7? 12/1/200 |

The Labour Party, the very Party founded
arkin have sold out the

Working Class people. The very People
they are supposed to be representing!

' Matt Larkin of NATO in a
' conversation with the Ballymun
Echo has assured us that he will

fight these charges. To those

| Councillors who voted for the

' charges ~-- we say you were
 wrong. And the onees from oll
 Political Party's who did not even
show up to vote one way or the
other --- that is scurrilous. At
least those who voted for the
‘charges though wrong, had the

courage of their convictions.
Continued on Page two §

‘Scandalous 1]

11

'Read inside --- TESCO

Acting the Teapot with their
Ballymun Customers

[
----“‘-‘-‘--H-----H_f
-y



!

' the Roll-call vote put
Gregory was Finian McGrath an

Independent Cou ncillor.

| The people have been conned again.
Some Councillors who voted against the

J Charges did so in the full knowledge
' that the plot would work and the vote

carried in favour of the Charges.
P4 | The only man fo play a fair and honest
'roll in the this whole sordid affair was |

and the Progr

corrupt and
' of the working

Kknow what to do.

I believe that

people to sian
 is as it states 0

' to any political pa

| Des Bonass says something it’s taken more
‘ seriously by your readers.

| Tony Gregory.
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Read inside.
Tesco acting the Teapot
with it’s customers in
Ballymun.
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rs 10 join @ Union and their Locg;
Organisations. He said people

ack. Fianna Fail and Fine Gg, ||

ossive Democrats are totally

class people.
different and so it’s hard to

the Echo is right to urge the
d up and Fight Back. The Echo

n it’s front page not affiliated

The so-called Celtic Tiger is on a

the way out. Recent reports in
the daily ‘papers says that the

have no answers to the problems | P I

rty and so when the Echo or ||

IDA believes Ireland will lose at
least 8000 jobs in manufacturing

quite right with it's slogan
Fight Back.’ Keep up the
good work.

of any Political Party.

Liam Burke,
Ballymun D11.

|

aione this year. Yes The Echo is |}

| FS - I am not a member or supporter




News from the Ball mun JOb Centre

Happy new year to all the clients of the Ballymun Job Centre. Just to let

you know that during the coming year we will as usual be running a
number of training programmes which might interest you, so if you have
an interest in Computers, Catering, or Forklift Driving, to mention but a
few. So if you find yourself out of a job or want to upgrade you skills, or
change career direction we would advise you to drop into the Job Centre.

There will be a series of open weeks taking place at the Job Centre to let
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you know of all the services and to give you an opportunity to meet the
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staff. Check out the new Training Brochure and the new Ballymun Job
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Centre Calendar 2001 for full details.
If you are looking for a job the Job Centre will facilitate you as it has a

selection of new jobs on a daily basis, all you have to do is register with

us first and a new curriculum vitae will be available to you immediately.
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If vou need to brush up on your interview skills we have a new Jobs Club

with access to computers, telephones, newspapers and fax machine for

your use.

The Job Centre is open from 9.00am to 5.00pm through lunch, so we look
forward to meeting vou and trust that 2001 will be a better and brighter

vear for you.
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Socml Partnershlp

b P¢ mell Squr Dublin

2 8% YR 85 "‘ "ﬁ A N &e 8 N S ¢! ,
d S 5 '.'.:- S S S iSO < *-‘* o S ":.;_ o ___-.H_g*a,_‘,%'!.-..g é;; y -'-_,-!;;*-?‘i); LN




» o i
. i
' L i
ey 4 i - .' - —y - '. 3 i
. . A A g P W ' Sk §
#- 1 ' k) 3 / . b |-
& e A I s o Tan i i O .'1.. "t ke . i i J
- y 2 r I . o e F
-'.H' . ! el 5 E wi e S
E " - P i .;‘ ] q
i - & — - - . - f :. ;- A — o o .-
b 1 : < Mo i %
- . | EM AR N k Py,
. . R,
1 B g

3.

illenium Cloth

Firstly we would like to wish all our Customers
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A Very Happy New Year

thing ( The Jacke? Shop)
Clﬂ et f our Customers.
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The Management and Staft of Millenium
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We have been open for eight months now and we thank su:lsual . |
support in the eight months. Millenium Clothing will be open for business a -y

the coming months and hopefully please god the coming years.

- So remember, if vou want Quialitv Clat
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furcher information

For an appointment of

Ring 862 1508 or call to see us at |
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__. LIESC___Q;:_-__Get Your Act Together ByBarney Hartnett  8/1/2001

The Ballymun branch of Tesco’s really
got into the spirit of Christmas when they introduced a

charge of £5 for the use of a trolley during Christmes week.
The Echo is of the opinion that a charge of £5 was in order if the Trolley’s were

being taken out of the stores to the carparks. But to charge this money for a
trolley that was never going to leave the store does not make any sense.

Yesco has also got the Ballymun customer’s backs up by insisting that each
customer who gets groceries and intends to pay with a Social Welfare Cheque
must spend a third of any amount over £100. [spoke to the Manager about this
affair and he said he’d look into the charge on the Trolleys. He said that he does

not have any authority to change the policy regarding the Social Welfare
Cheques.

This he told me is a matter for the Head Office.

The Manager of Tesco’s in Ballymun is a nice guy to talk to but the attitude of
Tesco to the Ballymun shoppers must change. The last Manager John Thomas
who lived in the Poppintree area and he got to know the people of the area the
way an outsider can never get to know them. There seemed (0 be a lot less
problems when he was Manager there.

Eugene the happy-go-lucky Security man was also a Ballymun resident and not
many Trolleys went astray when he was there. He got to know every man
woman and child in the Area . Now whether or not the answer to the present

' ' ' h." £ SRR wim i il o, i
nrobleme wonld he to emnloy Ballvmun neonic as 1.ocal Manages is anothe

.44  question but I’m sure it would go a long long way to solving them.

: t solve these problems they must as the Ballymun People have a way and a
. _.:. ry of Fighting Back.. They are fed up with the present attitude of
P o Head Office who by the way should give more authority to their Local
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Dubliq North West Workers' p
exension the raxp

contract to refurbish

a i spokesman Sean O Cionnaith said that the Corporation, and by
YEIS, are ’

&*Ng very bad vaiue for money from at least one contractor who holds a

which then refurbish buy back houses", meqning homes which have been sold back to the local authority:

"Many ‘of these houses are In |
COmes in and guts the house,

the Corporation fo :
: U re-i€nanting. It would be f ' Corporation's OWli
maintenance division did t 1p ar better and a lot cheaper if the Corp

would be used". k and people could be sure that high quality materials and workmanstip

1 :
These private contractors are creamin

Corporation and to reinstate the Direct Labour Units for this type of work", said Mr. O Cionnaith.

l Editors C omment

|
l For years now the Ballymun Echo has been calling for the Dublin

Corporation to emplov Direct Labour.

Private Contractors have made fortunes out of Maintenance or should it

be the lack of Maintenance of the lifts. Now that the Workers Party has
taken up this issue we hope they will remain active on it. '

A mu &%

[fany of our readers would like to get involved in i‘
ficht against the .
Rubbish Collection Charges |

. Please contact Joe Higgins TD at Tele 6183038 5

] [ .- I
SO |

excelient condition and require very little refurbishment, yet this contractor
usually taking months to refurbish it to the state where it can be returned 10

S _ g it and are apparently employed ad infinitum. They seem to be
-~ accountable to nobody and their lackadaisical attitude is appalling. It is time to hand the job back to the
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Echo aratefully acknowledges sponsorship from

~nada Life. Without our sponsors help we could not cover
S ic  Sponsors play a major role in keeping The Echo
4 we thank them again for that. '
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By Barney Hartnett

nd higher wages. I was more than a little bit
n the Sunday Business Post 17/12/2000.

Raise your glass’s to more inflatio'n ar
surprised to read this piece of advice 1

The Article written by top Economist David McWilliams tells us that

we are being ripped off despite the wage increase which was announced to try and keep
the PPF together. Irish workers are selling themselves far too cheaply compared to
their continental neighbours. Mr McWilliams says that profits are far too high and

wages are too low. Employers are getting a free lunch he says.

In his article he explains that inflation is not too high and that it is in fact too low.
He says that the only way to inject fairness into the system is to allow wages to rise

steadily over the coming years.
Instead of proper wage hikes today, Irish Workers are being cajoled into borrowing

today in anticipation of steady wage increases tomorrow. This is what happened in the
USA before the crash. Wages lagged behind profits and workers satisfied their urge to
consume through easy access to credit by instalment purchases. This is a dangerous
route to be taking and we are taking this route, Irish Workers are simply devouring
their own future. At least it you blow wages you have already earned, you are not up {0

vour eves in debt come leaner times.
Higher inflation will not bring us back to the bad 1970’s as many allege. Nothing
could be further from the truth. The world has changed and our views should change

with it.

Inflation is a healthy sign of Economic growth and vibrancy and possibly the only
route open to us that does not lead up a debtor’s cul-de-sac.

I am no Economist DUt I do Know that Mr Mcwiiliams is dead
right when he argues for higher wages. But of course everybody
knows that we are beina ripped off.. The Echo has been saving
this for years. We keep urging the Trade Union Activists to press
and fight for a minimum wage of £350 per week. It is about

time we heard more about higher wages from the Unions and less

{alk of cosy little PPF arrangements,

c06660 000060005
BALLYMUN
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‘s my wife, Doctori’ he

‘ ' 2 ; asped.
There's something very wrong wigth 'ie?.

Her face seems to h i
ave seized
she can‘t speak!’ e
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hat
keep

world renowned Singer/Songwriter/Producer

" has just Kick-star . "
e star ongwriters W orkshop for the up and coming Bailymunisa voung own, but Wit

Artists of Ballymun.

ted a S

>0 many stories 0 tell rom iselation to celeoration. Wiih the Regeneration
Programme now in its Srst stages, we believe it's a good ime IC capturs these stor:es.
:ircugh song, of life for Ballymunners.

Cur intention is act to wear ‘he ‘disadvanzaged’ tag on our sieeves, indeed , there :g
more 10 Sallvmun, and simiiar urban sowns throughceur the giooe, than mests the eve.

While the proiect is primariiv formed arcund capturing these scngs on CD, there are 2
numeer of other elements :hat we believe can, and should lappern simuiraneocusiv iz
c:r"der IC take advamtags of the oppgmnmmwwﬂwf S,
procucers and the artists invoived? Le. CD. Industry Worksaops. Website,
Cbservation Documentary, Showcase Performance.

We have given ourseives an identity for the soie purpose of calling for materiai Fom
Ballymun-reiated songwriters. That identitv is Wrapit Records. Whiie this proiect is
very muca an independent, once off project for the creators, there is the longer-iterm
vision that will be determined by the success, mementum buiit up as a resuit of this
venture. I'nat vision would be to estabiish an independent labei, a social entersrise.

whici will Denefit the songwriters and future artists in Bailvmun, providing zhe
platform for their talent as writers/performers ‘o take ofF,

d"'“

Through posters and invitations writers/artists were asked ‘o submit material =c

. ~
*TI-Ir-r'ﬁﬂ-l* LD o m vt st L.n:.-...--.. B e e TT7

T LA AL ANVAY UL WD WLAULY LD LI UL \JLLUCGL, YY S :14‘#5 ad EUULE :‘::5{.30[156 *Nith :i
writer/arusts and over 40 scngs in the pot. The prefile of the peopie suomItling
ranges .rom voung garage dands 10 more marure individuais  20-+).

The successtul writers/artists wiil be oifered the oprortunity 2o have their material
recerded on a compilation CD that hepefuily reflects life “or the indivicuals.

Lo increase the capabiiity of the writer/artist 10 engage n the proiecr, and o get
scmetiung more out of the CD than just the projection of their ‘vork. the creators zlso
:arend 1o provide a series ot industry worksneps. These workshops will build the
writer s/artist’s knowieage of the music ndustrv as a whoie. \Mprove theiwr secnnical
ability and to enhance their performance skills and stagecratt

Having compieted :ne recording stage by January 2001, Wrapit Records inrends o
Smbark on a promouon campaign 1o highlight the storv behind the CD. Oniv on
SKECIIAL nlerest wil we feiease tie product. Tu cutipiete e Droject. e artsis. or
numper of the arnists, will be engaged in a live performance in a2 weil-known venue ia
the City Centre in iate Spring 2001, with the petenuai 1o come hacik home -
Ballvmun for connnued pertormances.

We peiieve this project offers and opportunity to aisc decument the process througn

which the creators and the writers/artists wiil engage. The journev, observed throughn

the 2ve or a camera, will teil a story of individual lives. stereotvped orotiies.

JCpes.
aspirations. disappointments, taient, Sreativity in the Sace of JIVErsity, gredl change.

adapung 0 cnange. SXcllements, anxiety, learning, frustranon, ceiebrations. 5aaness.

achievement, difference, sameness, unigueness. despair, belier in one s seif 9ne’s
peopie. when opportumty Xaows - tow do ‘we take 10 ir? The ~eai commirmen:s
perhaps:

wish Francie and all those taking part lots of success on this
wonderful project. With Francie at the helm I'm sure it will be 2
huge success and we can _all look forward to some Artists from
Ballymun hitting the big ime soon.

Willie Abbott
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At/iliated to the L.L.C. U.

Unit 20 / 21, Ballymun Town Centre, Ballymun, Dublin 11.
Tel : 842 5611 Fax: 8428665

Registered number 4271 C. V.
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New Members always welcome
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PARTNERSHIP 1991 — 2000

Progress on Jobs Front Continues!

In November 2000 the number of people signing on in Ballymun dropped to 1205
In January 1996, when the Local Employment Service started, it was 2625.

It 1s now approaching 1100, a drop of nearly 1500 people in 5 years.
Congratulations to all concerned.

The Partnership looks forward to working with Ballymun Job Centre, FAS, Social

unemployment 1n Ballymun down to the natlonal average.
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- Welfare, CERT and many local groups during its next Action Plan. We aim to bring - :
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re was a great tur
The o turnout for the Men’s Centre Christmas Dinner.

It was just great to see so many old faces we hadn’t seen for awhile and some
new faces too whom we welcome to the Men’s Centre.

’[;he })lznﬁr.was held in the Slipper (Wheldon’s) and the food as they say was
simply delicious. Great to renew old acquaintences and to see Tom Byrne in

particular looking so fresh and well after his little setback in health. Tom is
coming along fine and we all wish him well.

All the ‘old heads’ were there enjoying themselves including Willie Meredith,
Tom Byrne, Johnny Hill, Eugene, Willie(The Wire ) Abbott, Paddy Simmonds,

Paul K.ane, Les apd Des and all the Management team. And of course the tireless
man himself Christy Flemming. The huge successful night was all down to
Christy and the Management team and they deserve great credit for a wonderful

evening. The craic was up around the nineties for the whole night and stories
and varns were told and retold.
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Men discussed all kinds of things from Deserted Fathers to Unmarried Fathers
to Maintenance and Divorce and Health matters. We discussed the idea of men
getting the Children’s Allowance. ‘Do you think there’s a chance of us getting it?
they asked me in unison. I being the knowledgeable person as usual said i’d
check it out. And I would like to tell them that yes they will get the

Childrdrens Allowance but they have to be patient.

They will get it after a period .
Willie Abbott
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Painting and Decorating Contractors

A Close Shave
41 Estuary Court Swords e

A man is in a barbers' shop getting a shave and §
omymercial a mamcure. He says to the Mamcurnist, "How
about going out to dinner with me tonight" ?

"T cant” she answers, "I'm married

"Tell your husband" Says the customer, "That
you have to work tonight", "You tell him”

says the manicurist” , "he's shaving you "

Domestic and ©
Estimnmaites free
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Bardas Atha Cliath
Dublin Corporation
oifig Reigiunach Bhaile Munna
Ballymun Regional Office R n)

{ar - Bhaile Bhaile Munna

nits D,E, F, 3haile B
Unith Baile Atha Cliath 11.

Ballymun Town Centre,
Dublin 11.

1 Office wish

. : llvmun Regiona
Dublin Corporation Bally & Year to all our customers.

a Very Happy New

Opening Hours 9 30 am to 1 pm
2.15 pm to 4.30 pm

Late hours Thursday only 6 pm 10 7.45 pm _
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Councillor Eamon O’Brien of Labour has proposed to a recent meeting of
the Board of the BRL that the following names of deceased Ballymun Activists
should be honsuied vy naving Sireeis and pernaps Areas named atter them.

i

Some worthy names put forward included Coxm Rainey, Framik
Kelly, Agnes Cox and John Woods.

Eamon’s proposal was unanimously accepted for further reference. The Echo
fully supporis this excellent proposal by the only Ballymun — based Public
Representative, -

We also call on our readers to send in names of Deceased Ballymun Activists of
their choice who they feel should be remembered in this wav b;r having Streets

and Areas named after them in 7/2e New Ballymun.

Editor's note --The Echo would ask Eamon to include the name of

the late Pat Mooney on this proposed list of names.
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Ballymun
Community Enterprise

—

' Clothes Alterations .

Looking for a Job? | 2
Thinking of starting a Business? A New supply of Second-hand clothes |
" has arrived.

Need a CV typed? -

Men's - Women's - and Children's

| -

Are vou worried about what to do in
an Interview?

We also have some ..
Haucehald Furniture .

W U YT W W W -

The Ballymun Centre  Some Reconditioned
Is the place to go and all these | and New Suites

. Free! ' Hours ; 10am — 2.30pm
Essices are | Wed, Thurs and Friday. 3

(Also on Children's Allowance Day) .

Unit 36
Ballymun Shopping Centre

Basement Clarke Tower

N S o e = e

for the Ballymun Eche. N
No more than 400 words please. :
o Note; Signed articles do not necessarily S
8427585 reflect the views of the .
Ballymun Echo. R =
i afford huge Fees? Cannot cope with Legal Paperwork A
ivorce Personally 7 Then allow me help vou obtain
for a Fee of nnlv£ 600. ¢ This is payable .
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To avail of our Advantage Card .

The Advantage card entitles you to:

Special Discounts

Advance Information on all Programming
Annual Event Organised Especially for Advantage Card Holders

Invitations to Launches, Receptions & Private Views
Advinnntana MNavd LAaldAave Aanne

l'l“iunh“su WAL MM 1 IVIVIWE D Wil

Nominate & Elect 2 CardHolders to the Board of BACRC
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Yearly Family Membership (2 Adults, 4 Children) - £20.00
Yearly Individual Membership - £12.00

JOIN NOW & RECEIVE 6 MONTHS FREE MEMBERSHIP
Membership valid from now — December 2002 (Offer ends January 31°' 2001)

Please complete this form in block capitals & return with a cheauelnastal arder
made payable to: Ballymun Arts & Community Resource Centre

p—
|

Individual £12 - Family £20

Name/Names:
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Address:

Contact No:
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mschweppe@bacrc | 58t Marfa 5
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I ijaHu!wn.\u‘lj/\rts & H(T,.:?mmunl‘ry Resource Centre is a facllity 30 years overdue. It
hagan ad .\_a:l t-Qf“'”“”'W 8 dream & came about through the dedication &
commitment of a core group of people. The result is the building that has shot up

from the ground over the past couple of months at the Ballymun roundabout (beside
Ihomas McDonagh Tower).
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The building programme was launched on April 13" 2000 by An Taciseach Bertie
Ahern with the 'turnmg of the sod" ceremony. The centre itself will open in summer
2001, with an even bigger launch planned for the autumn.

BACRC Is a 6.5 million pound project that incorporates a 260 seater theatre, 2
second performance space, a conference facility, a recording studio, a créche, a bar,
training rooms, community offices, need we say more.
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BACRC is engaging and has engaged in schemes & projects that will make sure
that everyone & anyone can be involved in some shape or form in the Centre.
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Projects include the "Otherworld” celebrations (Halloween event) which last year
encompassed a parade (in which children from local youth clubs made masks &
large images to carry in the parade of "beasties”), a fireworks display, a huge bonfire
and other events. People tfrom all over Ballymun became involved from building the

bonfire to stewarding.

Through our Advantage Card & Community Affiliation schemes individuals & groups
can nominate & elect people to our Operational Board (which wil look_after the day to
day running of the centre). Community Affiliation costs just £5 for lifetime voting

rights. Information can be obtained at 883 5991.
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advance information on all programming; an annual ev_ent organ.ised egpecia"y for
Advantage Cardholders: invitations 10 launches, receptions & private views.
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McmbCl’S alc als Entitlﬁd to nominate & €ieCu two pedpie W uie wpCiauviial buaiu

| | f £12 for individuals & £20 for families
annual basis. All this for the mere cost 0 |
?2'1 aa;ults & four children). For further information see our advertisement.
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run “Foundations”. This project will aliow people from the
te of BACRC and bury a memento of their time living In

PRI Ballymun in the foundations of the centre. Sounds like a very well known Brookside

plot if you ask me! The memento should be on paper; it could be a wish, a memory

| have from living In Ballymun, a photograph or even your favourite joke. Then it

B , dropped into the foundations of the theatre and set in concrete to disintegrate
ib t:e Fgggdations and become part of the building for eternity.

o ementos will be ca
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In February BACRC will ru
area to come along to the sl
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your ears to the ground for further information on the
? B ity Resource Centre. although you can hardly miss it, it's
_ happening right before your very eyes:
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ST I R el T v e anti-l‘aCiStS OCCUDSE‘.C! the .Tagig_;e&ch,s
On 28th March 200 ian me?isg%rfs‘:i?asmgi asylum
stituency Office, AN introduce Prison S PS (so-calleg
4 OvE duction of police from abroad to
: i '_ . untries. Bertie Ahern had praised the
olers, where peopie are helq ip

detention centres.
the eleven WEre arrested and twq

~ eful
otest was entirely peac Garda Station. The eleven have since

arched in Fitzgibbon St. ace the possibility of prison

| Act and f .
the Pubhctooé’g?r‘;p Jown on legitimate political protest is 5

Although the pr
women were stripse

been charged under

WS : < 1
sentent;:es. Tht?al::ie gt;sl.éti;sula”berties_ oreviously, trade unionists and other
disturbing atia

; e e i : tions have bhe

h similar sanctions Occupa en

proléjest;torsuhave I;izr; ;r;r:atened wit many tin;e)s in the gatité Z‘Cf'»‘: e-“?ﬂmplﬁf

used by other gr iation (IFA) occupi€ iices of the
rmers AsSOCid PR | !

wheg memziegi ?grt?g g’;if; fr? july, the Taolseach met w:th the 1?;68%5 ship on

Egvefgrgéiasions during the occupation and gave a ‘compensation package

costing £60m. It is clear that the Public Order Act is selectively appiied.

real crime is the racism of

€ ' le whiQ have
e + has deported many peop
tha g o recapl ¥ S BSUR S and economic persecution. Refugaes have

o Ireland to escape political S <yl
?gggg li:gcgt narasement from gardai and other state officials. Politicians have
: ees for social problems in an attempt to hide

repeatedly tried to scapegoat refug _ Sy AR
thgir ownyresponsibillty for the lack of investment in housing and social services.

Racism is the real crime: fighting against it is not a crir_ne. We ask pwple to
support the anti-racists, who are guilty of nothing but standing up to that crime.
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ts charged in connection with the
I call for the charyges
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“1 support the eleven anti-racis
occupation of the Taoiseach's constituency office.

against them tc be diopped.” S R
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Address:

. X
B T o e e e e

Return to: Residants Against Racism, ¢/o Combilamb,

i g P i W i

‘ 10 Upper Cainden St., Dubbn 2

E-mail messages of support to: dublin_11@hotmail.com
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Fight Back ;
‘ UIEO? Actnvng_tsﬂto figlit for. 2 £130 a week minimum dole.
A 3230 a week ior ali Fensioners and a minimum basic waoce

of £350 per week.

People must fight back now. We are all fed up with their cuts
in Education, their Health cuts and low wages

W e nust ail Jignt DacK - “"‘“"\—Eight_b_aﬁk oW

The Ballymun Echo says
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Leiter to the Editor,

.20 December, 2000.

Where are have all the public répresentatives oope?
b »
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Sir,

Are public representatives deserting

TDs, Mr. De Rossa, has legged it to
supposed to represent the people of

the Ballymun area? One of Dublin North West's four
Europe (although he still draws a Dail salary and is

this constituency in that instituti I
: : | stitution). Now we have
another public representative, Deirdre Heney, who was elected 2 local councillor just 18

~ months ago, leaving us. Clir. Heney recently circulated a newsletter in which she announced

she will stand 1n the next general election - in Dublin North Central. What about the area that
elected her?

This electoral area is fast beginning to resemble one of the "rotten boroughs” of the 18%
~ Century where absentee public representatives pay an occasional visit (i.e. at election time).

We won't get anoth?r -ch?.nce to elect local councillors until 2004 and as Bertie Ahern
continually tells us it 1s likely to be 2002 before we get a chance to elect new TDs. Perhaps

we should seek a commitment from all candidates at the next election that they won't do a
runner once the election is over.
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Would the last one out please switch off the lights, please.

Yours sincerely,
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Keugintyee, Wi i
i . x has lost a.

| De icated,

" Activist with the recent passing away of
. Pat Kelly. 1 was privelleged to know Pat.

She was a very gentle lady who was active

In a number of Community Organisations|

' 7 Pat will be sadly . g

/4nissed by her Family\
and very large circle of

friends and her neighbours.

1 am not very good at writing this®

B sort of thing. At a time like this word&
o . do not come easy to me. So I will just say\
. <Ifn Pat and Farewell --——— Barney Hartnett
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A FREE & CONBIDENTIAL SERVICE

Free Legal Ad@riace 5y
Every Thuraday7pm ~ 8pm at =
The L!ht‘ag . Ballymun Road - Ph 8421390
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Know Your Rights
January 2001

Question

In the Budget last year the Free Schemes were extended to all people
over the age of 75. Have there been any improvements for the over

70s in the latest Budget?

Answer

Following last year's Budget, since October 2000 all people aged 75 or

- - : ' S vemetery v £ VA~
over living in the State can gualily for the Free Elcctricity or Gas

Allowance, the Free TV Licence and the Free Telephone Rental
regardless of their means and who lives with them.

It has now been announced in Budget 2001 that from May 2001

people aged 70 or over could qualify for these Free Schemes as well,
regardless of their circumstances.

[n addition, from 1% July 2001 all people aged 70 |
entitled to a Medical Card. p-‘t gt or over will be
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g “: service to the public
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such cases that have Croppe ' ong litany of
years. The only so-called last few

dead Government have tesponse' that this brain

. 'come u ‘ - .
brain dead and eXtremely reagt?;;l;;yls their equally

building a record number of prison cells both for

juvenile offenders and for adult '
very best tried and testeg pILlSoners.

;l

=

Ve licernational

| How
for'relatlvely minor offences
€9g91ing for example and have

| S and/or hard drug addicts.
As the old saying states: "He went inside %or

shoplleJ.ng and came out an experienced blagger (Armed
robber) ' _Also OP VEry grave concern is the growing
number or teenage giris both coming before the courts
and also being incarcerated in prison. Of course
the]‘:'e are some people who must be imprisoned for
society's and community's sake. But as Sarah Molloy
the solicitor for Martin aged 15 states: "I don't
think he 1i1s a child who should be in a high secure
unit. He has a loving family. There is only one
warrant 1n existence for him." Which brings me to the
absolutely disgraceful treatment of Martin who I might
remind you 1s only 15 years old at the hands of the
Gardai. Of course Martin will have to answer for his
alleged crimes before the courts. However to
incarcerate the young lad for two nights in Irishtown
Garda Station was an absolute disgrace and smacks of
the "Use A sledgehammer to crack a nut" approach. It
was most certainly an extremely heavy handed reaction
and is yet another sign of the growing totalitarianism
and authoritarianism in Ireland at the moment. For
God's sake this young lad needs help not punishment!

Martin most certainly comes from a very dzprived
background indeed. His father is wheelchair bound for

s¥o
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God's sake! His mother who is rearing a large family
as well is simply unable to help Martin (15). Do you
know what is probably the most annoying thing about
this Government's total neglect of and total contempt
for the weakest, most vulnerable and deprived in our
society? That is come the next General Election,
which cannot come soon enough and the sooner the
better, is that you will get idiots who wil} vote
'1,2,3 Fianna Fail and in the thax}kfully rapidly
diminshing number of constituenciles where the
so-called Progressive Democrats still have a very

small presence number 4 oOr 1 Progressive Democrat.

This is despite the fact that they have presided over
o rotting, stinking system. Not

sition in the form of Fine Gael

e R R T £ [,abour Party are any better! I
-;[ m4”i~;hE e ¢a}led. le have any decency whatsoever
Jﬂﬁej.ieve that He the peop 1

P = +To hell with the lot of you'se"! In
11 your houses'! People
parties and true genuine

ey and Tony Gregory.
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S they should say:
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= TD HAS CARRIED OUT FOUR
‘Q BALLYMUN REGENERA';IONElé D HAS & AND EXCEEDED BOTH

T ASS
ENV'RDNME'T;%LJ “AE‘SCEU | EGISLATION DEMANDS

- Regeneration Ltd has
Dubli " mber 2000: Ballymyn ‘
g:cbel:géewéags;\ygg ar?defriesh legislation In relation to the preparation of

for individual elements of the
' tal Assessment Statements |
riré:;c;r:'glieonnaaf Ballymun. Since 1688 BRL has carried out a Strategic

te Environmental Impact
| § the Masterplan, as well as four sjepara pact
gfaa;aﬁearit?s for i‘m:ii'u'i‘cln.nrgiI elements of the project. Any pnrocedural deficiencies

that mav have existed at the time of the pomnlaint by Patnisia ViSienina vcr,
ta the EU Commission have long since

baen rectified.
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The letter from the El] Caommissian, nﬂt'f}’!“g tha Inch Qoverinmscin O ie

concerns conceming the procedural requirement of the Impact éssessment
Directive, regarding a planning application for 13 separate houglng schemes
in Phase 1 of the regeneration, states explicitly that “the Commission intends
no criticism of the Ballymun regeneration scheme as such.” The letter
continues “On the contrary, the objectives pursued by the scheme - the
rehabilitation of a depressed urban area — are iully in line with Community
policy.. Moreover, the information available to the Commission indicates that a
high degree of care and expertise has been applied to the preparation of the
scheme.”. Elsewhere in the letter, the Commission “takes positive note of the
fact that, in those applications referred to it by way of appeal, the Irish

Planning Appeals Board appears to have given appropriate effect to the
Impact Assessment Directive.”
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The Irish Government is to submit its observations on the contents of the
letter from the EU, within two months.
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We're delighted that the first Phase of new housing is now bei |
| eing built
In Ballymun and that the first residents will be moving in ngxt summer’ gsays

Claran Murray, Managing Director, Ballymun Regeneration. “Events have

overtaken the procedural technicality mentioned i -=
n
government. Any technical deficiencies b the EU Iette_r to the frish

complgint was made and this confirmatio
for their communications with the EU.
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g (Milling & Turnin
Computer Maintenanceg %

Computerised AcCcounts
Equestrian Instructors & Grooms
Interior Design

| Legal Secretary Traineeship
Skills Link to Information Technology
Software Development
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PLUS!! The following courses funded by FAS TC Finglas which
ry

fake place throuchot
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Childcare Worker (level I) - Raheny
Heritage Programmes

Horticulture - Glasnevin & Chapelizod
Community Care Practice & Disahility Studias - Dritmecondes

FHEEBRX

Contact: FAS Training Centre, Jamestown Road, Finglas, Dublin 11
| at 01 - 8140200 or e-mail us at fg.recruit@fas.ie

Apply now!!
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We specialise in all Modern Styles
for Men and Boys
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