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THE BFFINNINF OF A NEW YEAR
of fers as good amexcuse as any to
Justify abrief review of our act-
ivity since we began in 1365, and
of the principles which motivated
the continuation of our venture.

AT THE OUTSET WE STATED OUR
objects were to combaf that rewv-
ision of" fundamentsal Irish revol-
utionary gosls which was then,znd
which still istaking place in the
Republican Movement;and seccondly,
to present Irish Republicans with
an altermative programme which
would truly relate the traditional
revolutionary aspirations of our
people to prevsiling conditions.
At ‘the time those behind AN PHOB-

LACHT considered their resources
adequate for such a task; and it
was not only our hope, but also

our determination, that the pages
of AN PHOBLACHT would represent a
reasonable balance between the
demands of these twln objects.
However, circumstances were to
Prove a formidsble obstazacle. The
demands of combatting deviationism
and revisionism within the ranks
of urganized republicanism incr-
eased at 3 tempo, and expanded t.
a degree we had not originally
anticipated. Consequently, more
and more space was required, urg-
ently required,to deal with these
matters, while the educational
task pertaining to revalutiorary
programme, policy, tactics,organ-
lzation and so on, found less and
less coverage. Vou might say that
this could have begn Easlly rect-
ified by enlarging the size of the
paper. Unfortunately many circum-
stances, of which limited resour-
ces was nut the least, wmitigated
against this,so that AN PHOBLACHT
had to remain limited <to twelve
pages.

SRIEFLY, THIS IS THE MAIN
reason why we have, over the past
year,devoted most of our coverage
to attacking the rot which isung-
ermining the very foundations of
vur REVOLUTION, while at the sams
time we have fallen behind in the
associated necessity of reiterat-
ing those principles .0f raunlut-

lonary action which proffer the
only rosd to National salustinn.

We were Forced to make adecision;
and only time can tell yhether or
not nur choice of tactics nas
correct, We would like to say

however, thst many people who can
be extremsly vocal in their opp-
usition to the present trends 1in
the Republ1can Movement , and whn
alsn "complain" about this "one-

-ublicans?

sided" aspect of our operstions,
have 1n most cases shown no incl-
ination whatever torender assist-
ance towards rectifying it, by
contributing towards the public-
ation of 3 larger paper. Tslk and
”complaining” comes cheaply; but
we mus remind this particular
brand of critic, that the public-
ation of AN PHDBLAEHT relies main-
ly on “voluntary contributions
from working people alone; people
who forego the small amount aof
"luxury" their inadequate wages
normally allow,so that this paper
continues to see the light of davy.

THERE ARE SOME MORE PEOPLE WHO,
in their political i%rAocence, sug-
gest it is to the detriment of our
cause when we persist in making
known our opposition to the "off-
icial" illegal organization. They
will readily aqree that the pres-
ent set-up is rotten through and
through; that no good can be exp-
ected from it; but they feel Rep-
ublicanism's dirty linen should
only be dragged out 1in private,
and not in such public 3 fashion
3s we are wont to do. Fnr some
unexplainable reason these people
feel that this tends to help the

engmy. But weask:how can this be
so when it is well established
that the enemy is in most cases
better informed on what is going
on, both through the normzl fun-
ctioning of his politicsl police
and his retinue of informants,

than are most rank-and-file Rep-
The truth is,by bring-

ing all the dirty-work out into

the open we are, in the long run,
of oreater desnger tu the egnemy
than if we kept our mouths shut.

openly combatting the
and double-dealing,uwe
are forcing this 1issue to the
point where it must be faced
squarely. Once this is done, and
it must be done, Republicanism
will then be in 3 state of mind to
put its house properly in order;
which will result imevitably in
the emergence of o revitalized
Republican effort that will pre-
sent agreater danger to the enemy
than does  the present farce In
addition,we must STRESS that this
business of the Irish Revolution
is not LhE exclusive domain of the
few who are organizationally eng-
aged in the functioning of Irish
Republicanism. The Irish Revol-
ution is the affair of all the
Irish Deople,and they have arlahb
tu know what is gning on. The
Irish ple should know, they
must made cognizant of, the

Beczuse by
backsliding
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deals,the political horse-trading
and. the base deceptions presently
rampant throughout amovement that
is in no way timid in forwarding
the claim that it, and only it,
represents the resl interests of
the Irish people. furthermore,we
must ggain stress that nur gttacks
are against certsin lines of pnl-
icy which are being openly pushed
by a specific cligue of people;
and that at no time have we duwelt
on matters detrimental tnthe sec-
urity of any undprtaklng aOalﬂSt
the Partitionist regimes. Indeed,
we have more than once refrained
from touching on matters which we
considered might be even remotely
construed ss falling within such
terms of reference. However, we
most assuredly will mot besilenced
by manipulators who would,if they
thought they could get away with
it, slap a "top secret" label on
everything they do, in an effart
to keep their "fancy-work" hidden
from the knowledge aof the people
at large. The Republican Movement
is not an Irish wversion of the
Mafia, you know;it is 2 political
organizatinn responsibls to the
people it clzims to represent.
And this business of keeping none's
mouth shut, while-the fortunes of
Republicanism go to the dogs, has
been prevalent for far too ~leng
already amongst Republicans. The
past decade or more ‘has seen too
many stout-hearted men ‘“purged"
from the movement, Jjust because
their ideass conflicted with those
of a few public-house rebels whno
had succeeded 1in converting the
realm of leadership into aprivate
domain. Ard these "purged" men
suffered, and they continue to
suffer the ignominy of being den-
ied the honour of serving the
cause they love, just because that
self same leadership succeeded in
putting acruss the insidinus nu-
tion that men should take such
treatment lying down,without giv-
ing voice to their serdtiments and
their rights. Should any one dare
to do so, the idea was fnstered
that such opposition was tantam-
ount to the basest treason. This
proposition is preposterous inany
sane approach to politics; and in
so far as we @are concerned, we
shall do our utmost tosee that it
finds its proper ending. Of course
they thouaht they had finished us
like they had finished those bef-
ore us. But therein liesthe mis-
take that portends their downfall;
because we will fight back; we
possess the stamina tofight bac
and intheir perfidious souls th
know this, =as do they know the
with right on our side we posse
the abllltv to massacre fthem i

any o0pen debate on hard facts.
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IT Is RIDICULOUS TO SUGGEST THAT
we should kegep quiet onmatters we
feel’ very strongly about. Our
opposition to the self-styled

‘tHrogressive" sectiom of the Rep-

ublicen leadership is founded on
fundamental issues, &and is in no
way a personsl conflict. Essent-
ially,the gquestion is one of REVU-
ULUTION versus REFORM. We main-
tain, and we defy anyone to prove
otherwise, that Ifish Republican
objects always have been,and con-
tinue tno be revolutionary. As a
consequence,we maintain that any-
one who proposes to operate under
the banner of Irish Republicanism,
must regulate their activity acc-
ording tn the dictates of revo-
lutionary struggle; because it is
absurd to propose the realization
of revnlutionary _ends _by other
thaf revolutionary means. Surely
tne truth of this simple proposi-
tion can be grasped by all who so
desire! However,the "Progressive”
leadership of the Republican Move-
ment pursue a contrary course of
action; their policies are det-
ermined by Reformist objects and
not Revoluticnary ones. They pro-
pose tn reform theexisting order,
and not revolutionize the base of
existing social structure. They
claim tnbe revolutinonaries, while
refusing to promute a rgvolution.
Herein lies our bone of contention
with them. Their position 1is
untenable to the extreme; and
their claims to an allegiasnce to
Irish Republican objects and trad-
1tions are as prepostrous as those
of the man who alleged his- occup-
atinn to be that of a cowboy on &
chicken farm.

WE HAVE HEARD IT SAID RECENTLY
by an individual who lays claim to
an ability toread, that we "claim
force as aprinciple,..." and that
if we "could get Ireland free
without force (we) wouldn't accept
it." Now, we cuvered this quest-
ion in the very first issue of AN
PHOSLACHT, in an article headed:
PHYSICAL FORCE: ITS ROLE IN THE
IRISH REVOLUTION;as well as touch-
ing on it on subsequent occasions.
We ars not going to delve deeply
1nto our position on force now,

because for one thing it would
require too much space tu deal
adeguately with it. But anyvone

capable of reading simple English
can peruse the back issues of nur
paper.whers he will find our pos-
ition clearly stated, and in acc-
ordance with accepted practices
throughout therevolutionary world
as a whole. In capsule form we
sald:"Force is the mailed fist of
r@vL\ULLGmary principles; but it
is not, and never can be, a rev-
olutionary principle in itself...



and while it should be obuious to
revolutionaries that ..although it
is correct to believe in force ss
the means of forwarding the rev-
olution,it is of parsmount impor-
tance to retain perspective bet-
ween themeans and the objective."
(No. 1, Sept. '65) It would be
difficult for an hongst man to
misconstrue this ctatement he may
not agree with it,but lt,wOuld be

damn gdifficult to misunderstand
it. We realize, of counse, that
the "Progressives" do not misint-
erpret our position en fnrce. We
have never intimated they were
stupid men' at least that element
which constitutes the brains be-
hind present developments. But we

have said they are oproficient in
the art of political -manipulatiaon
and’ double talk; that their only

answer tn our charges
attempts toconfuse and-cloud iss-
ues; and the foregoing rllustrat-
ion surely demonstrates this.

lies in

THERE ARE MANY MORE FACTORS
relating to our position which
should be touched on; especially
since the “Progressives" are att-
empting to counteract our charges
by nefarious means rather than by
open debsate. However, lack of
space is a problem, so they will
have to wait until another time.
In the meantime,let 21l true Rep-
ublicans remain alert; let them
keep thelr eyes and ears open,and
they too shall readily ascertain
what we maintain: that the Repub-
lican Movement is presently in the
hands of lﬂtEIlODEFS

WILL THE CLANN BE SOLD- OUT?

ONE COULD HARDLY SAY WE
surprised, when we were recently
supplied with evidence on the be-
hind-the-scenes activity by "Pro-
gressive" slements of * the Repub-
lican leadership, to bring about

WERE

a UNITED FRONT between Clann ns
hEireann ™ snd~the Conmnolly Assoc-
iation. This move fits so logic-

ally into 3 well-defined and time
worn pattern,that

be surprised if it did not wccur.
WE KNOw, OF COURSE, THAT A

areat number within Clann na hEir-
.eann aremore thanalittle hostile
towards the ides of throwing their
lot in with the British Communist

we would reslly

Party. And who could blame them?
Indeed, wur information tends to
imply that if the Clann wss to
decide this issue in a democratic
manner, the .proposal would be
quickly dumped. Hence, all this
recent pressure from the "brass"
in Dublin; the communications and
trips across "the pond" with the
-alm of ensuring that the proposal
4f co-operation, which is on the

sgenda nf the fotthcoming Ard
Fheis, will be ‘trested 1in the
desired manner.

WE MUST ADMIT, HOWEVER, THAT WE

are more than a little disappointed
to see @ high and hitherto resp-

ected pfficer of the IRA, using
the prestige of his position, and
the respect he has won for him-

self in the eyes of all Irish Rep-
ublicans by his psst actions, in
the interests of such a sordid
mission. There is something pit-
iful in seeing 3 man such as this
QIE—TF?lupnce to be=r in the
ing of & decision which
unless he 1is hypnotized,
realize would be of

malk -
fhe must,
Fully
no gond inthe

4.

long run to the welfare of the
Irish Republican cause. )
WHAT POSSI3LE ADVANTAGE COULD
be derived from such "a United
Front? Anyone with a brain in his
head knows that zll the Connolly
Association 1is interested in, is
seeing to it that the PARTY UINE™
of the British Communist Party is
"pushed"amnngst the Irish workers
in Britain. If these characters
could get a “respectable” base of
-operation with Clann na hEir-

eann, then they would be in 3
"great" position to peddle not
alone their garbasge about voting

for the urifish Labour Party, but
that bit "Parnellian
solutxon”‘or the Irl"hREUDlUtiDﬂx

In the past, they have not been
overly successful intheir efforts
to get control of the Irish in

8ritain, and for obvious reasons.
Now, with the appearance of a
strong ornanization inthe form of
Clann na hEireann, their chances

¢f doing their dirty work have
diminished further. Indeed,
unless they can tie in with the

Clann,there is a good chance that
they will loose even that small
foothold hitherto enjoyed by them.

WE ARE NOT GOING TO TELL
Clann na hEireann what it should
dno onthis guestion of throwing in

their lot .with the British Comm-
unist Party; because if the memb-
ers of that organization do not

the intelligence
to see the qgame that is being
played, there is 1little chance
they would listen tn us. In any
event, we are placing on record
our opiniom onthe matter,by draw-
ing attention to this latest att-
empt by Groulash Communists to
infiltrate the Republican Mavement
in order to de-revolutionize it.
THAT 15 THE ISSUE AT STAKE.

already possess




CONSTITUTIONA

|

L HUMBUG:

WILL IT EVER END 7

IN THESE DAYS, WHEN TALK OF
"constitutional action" emanates
so.strongly = through the backdnor
of the "Sinn Fein Club", it is
fitting that we should recall 3
legitimate voice of the IRISH REV-
OLUTION to speak once again tothe
people, and especially the youth
of Ireland. And since we are to
commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the.Fenian Rising this yesr,it
is doubly fitting thet we should
do so, because that voice is the
true voice of Fenianism,propagat-
ing its message in clear, precise
and positive language. All Repub-
licans, all who think themselves
Republicans, should dwell on the
content. of the following article,
because this is the spirit and the
substance of the Irish Revolution-
ary gospel as it relates to the
seizure of state power. If you
do not subscribeto itsprinciples,
then think twice before you march
forth this year to claim a fenian
inheritance. Because nc man can
walk in the footsteps of Fenlianism,
na man can claim allegiance tnthe
motivating principles nf Fenianism,
UNLESS he fcllows the road they
blazed. It is as simple as that!

THE ARTICLE ITSELF WAS PUBLISHED
in THE IRISH PEOPLE uf January 30,

1864. It was occasivcned by the
emergence ©Of the Irish National
League, which was founded by a

group of self-styled nationalists
and erstwhile VYoung Irelanders,
whose primary puUrpose wac an
attempt to counteract the growing
strength of the revolutinnary
effort then under the leadership
of the IRB. Today we have men
masquerading under the cover f
Sinn Feiln, who are endeavou-
ring to do much the same thing.
They presch the wuld boggy uf
constitutiunal aagitation, while
at the same time working hard tu
kill the voice of revolution. In
the past we of AN PHOBLACHT have
spoken out on this issue,and have
been called all sorts of names for
doing so. Now, we glve ynou the
voice of Fenianism; 1f ynu heve
condemned us, then you must cond-
emn it too, because we speak the
same tongue!
*

* * *

_NO MORE AGITATION HUMBUG

WE HAVE MORE THAN ONCE EXFRESSED
cur belief,that the vast majority
uf the Irish people are heartily

sick 0of agitations and all move-
ments inwhich public meetings and
platform spoutings are had  rec-
nurse to as a means of national
regeneration.

VET., 1T WOULD SEEM THAT A FEW
knaves and fools still hug the
delusion, that they «can revive
this- worn-out blatant  system,
which, more than any other cause,
has brought calamity and ridicule
upon Ireland.

PERHAPS 'TWERE OUR WISEST COURSE
tn treat these would-be political
revivalists with silent contempt.
Our countrymen in general are no
longer quite so 'green" as to
listen to palaver of the agitation
schobl. Yet, as here and there
some well-meaning persons might,
through want of sufficient reflec-
tiaon, be induced to waste their
time and energies in co-operating
in this puerile, not to say vic-
icus, eattempt to resuscitate a
strangled system 0of humbug, we
shall endeavour toshow how fraud-
ulent and delusive any Irish mcve-
ment, based on a plan at all akin
tu the agitation system,must nec-
essarily be.

WE BELIEVE ALL TRUE IRISHMEN
who thinmk justly,will agree that,
in nrder tr sauve and elevate Ire-
land, her sons must, before and
above all things, make her an
irndependent nation.

NOW, AN AGITATION OR PLATFORM
movement vf any kind,we maintain,
is utterly puwerless as a means
whereby towin Irish independence.

IT 1S TRUE, THAT PARLIAMENTARY
agitation, by inmspiring a terror
that arms would be resurted ti iFf
concessinn were tuo long delayed,
helped towin Emancipation and the
Reform 8ill. But the wealthy and
influencial Catholics of England
jtined the Irish 1in demanding
Fmancination. Besides, it in no
way interfered withEngland's dom-
ingtion twver Ireland; in short,
it was not aninternational guest-
ion. But Repeal, or any such
international questinn couldnever
be achieved by parliamentary agit-
ation. Power is never yielded by
natinns o laroe bodies of men,
visibly superinr force;
ictaor in. the field
force visibly

0 1N
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agitation to win Irish independ-

ence, or even Repeal; but still
would argue, that it 1s good to
have it as ablind to cover ulter-

ior designs. All such deception
we belipve to be e demoralisinng. We
believe that if vyou mystify the
people, - by inducing them to glve
their adhesion towhat you know to
be a false method of sction, you
will fail, at the crisis, to make
them sieze with faith and manly
energy the true means. When the
day of sction comes, they wlll “be
sure to prove waverers. :

BUT IN ADDITION TO ITS BEING
incapable of effecting what nur
people want, parliamentary agit-
ation is in a thousand ways dem-
oralising. Even if it could win
our independence, independence soO
won, would do no good;for freedom
to do good, must be gained with
difficulty andby heroic sacrifice,
in the face of perils angd deasth.
Now, the entire method of action
in a parliamentary agitation is
inglorious: It teaches falsehond
and blustev,lip-loyalty and heart-
treason; makes people neither
manly rebels, nor gond subjects.
It teaches them todistrust men of
independent mind, and give their
gars to political sycophants and
"loafers",who debauch their souls
with fulsome praise,calculated to
make them think all effort at
self-improvement needless. It
teaches them to look on politics
as a huge job and game of thimble-
rig; to believe that all needful
good can be wcn without self-sac-
rifice: and hence men learn to
pollute their tongues by such say-
ings as these--"no amount nf lib-
erty is worth the shedding of a
drop of * human blood,” and as, we
vurselves nnce heard a farmer say,
"what gond would liberty be to me
if 1 were killed?" In all azgitat-
ion movements,tno, men are Jjudged
by a low standard. There are no
grand actions; paltry deeds are

the theme of outrageous panegyrics.

Men no longer aspire to take high
flights or look on true fame as
their ' quarry, satisfied with
cheaply-won notoriety.

THE DEGRADING, SWINDLING
trickery of Darllamehtary agitat-
ion can only, then, be a benefit
and a Joy to those who find their
"highest good" in political corr-
uption --to patriotic barristers,
who want to become, at any price,
QC's =and MP's and eventually,
judges; and to patriotic editors,
who want to become, at any price,
aldermen and knights bachelors!

BUT, POSSIBLY,
attempting to

N O

THE PAR
) ion,

TES;
revive itat

T
Q

(B}

will commence by disavowing par-
liamentary action, -and will ann-
gunce from the outset, that they
intend their aqitation ass a2 means
of preparastion for the achievement
of Irish independence inas unpar-
liamentary s mannet a5 Wolfe Tone
himyelf, lF he were slive aqain,
cnuld desire. To such a plea uwe
should answer, that an unparliam-
entary platform movement for Ire-
land's redemption is j

just as absurd
as - @ parliamentary one; perhaps
EvEN mMOTe SN.

WHAT IS5 IT WE IRISHMEN WANT
to-day? Is it not, &s we sald
before, our independence? How is

this'to be arhimved7 In one way

only mther sublert matlons have
over shaken off thetyrant's yoke.
But, for this end, men must train
themselves; and they cannct do so
by an agitation movement in the
teeth of a strong power like Eng-
land. A great power will nnt
allow you openly to prepare tocut
her throat. The madness of uwur

"48 policy wvividly illustrated
this. In fact, im nu country on
earth, but Ireland,would the peo-

ple,if under a foreign yoke,think
nf preparing to throw nff a fur-
eign ynke by =& blatant platform
movement.

MOREOVER, IN PLATFORM
movements, the wrong men are
always sure to be brought to the
surface and placed at the head of
affalrs. It is nut the men of
intrinsic worth who get the dir-
ection of such movements;but” thuse
who have handles to their names,
the respectables inshort, without
consideraticn as tn whethpr they
have any share of brains ur not.
Thus, in the'48 movement,nnt the
ablest men in Ireland became prom-
inent nr acquired leadership, but
some nf the weakest. The council
of the Confederation was composed
of weak men; and the presidents,
vice-presidents, and secretaries
of the clubs were tnooften imbec-
iles. Had they nnt even a rule,
that a priest or a barrister, on
joining became ex facto s member
of the council? The barrister
might be the dullest mnrtal, who
gver eat his way to the barjstill
the destinies of Ireland were
committed to his guidance. To the
priest, likewise, they were comm-
itted,without question being asked
as to his allowsnce of brains;and,
after all, priests Hhave ere nuw
been known to be stupid men. How
differently they do business on
the continent! In movements,
framed accnrdingto the continental
svstem, men, no matter what their
tank may be, are sures to find



their level. Men come tobe tested
by their brain and virtue: "worth
makes the man, and want of 1t the
fellow.”

BESIDES, PLATFORM MOVEMENTS
are sure to develop “in nur young
men, undue vanity and a love of
hearing themselves tslk -on coun-
cils and committees, insubordinat-
ion and other bad gualities, that
must unfit them to be soldiers.
In the club movement of '48, con-

“ceit and empty-headedness reigned.
Platform.movements are necessarily
urmilitary, and, consequently,
bad for a nation that wants to
free herself from s foreign yoke.
As  a aqenerel- rule too, divided
councils are the result of aplat-
Form movement; whereas wunity of
direction is now absolutely gs-
sentizl to Ireland.

IN SHORT, NO™ MORE INSANE AND
wicked ides could enter the brain
of fools and knaves,than the not-

ion of reviving the system _of
zgitation. It broke down in the
hands of 0'Connell, in spite aof

his great abilities. It brought
home shame and discomfiture tothe
men of '48, and, for a time, ruin
and ridicule to the country. That
men should be now found so silly
or criminal, as to attempt the
revivel of the confederstion system
(esoecially men,some of whom had
personal experience of its absurd-
ity), is a new and deplorable
instance of human fatuity.

WE WOULD FAIN, THEN, RECALL
those misguided men from the wrong
path,upon which they areentering.
Let them take wviews more honest
and _sounder of the position in
which Ireland stands.At all events
we expect,we know, that the over-
whelming majority of nur country-
men will give them nocountenance.
Irishmen are thoroughly aware that
a new platform movement couldonly
benefit trading politicians and
trading editors, It would create
El Finally,
it would just sell newspapers and
se

11 the country: - "0Only this
and nothing more."
3% * * *

WOLFETONE SOCIETY EXPOSED

LAST MONTH THE WOLFE TONE
Soclety began itsasctivity inCork;
so it would now appear that this
body is slowly but surely extend-

ing its network. As a3 group the
"Society" is numerically small;
and for this reason most Irish

Republicans are inclined to over-
look its significance. Jut the
guestion 1s: WHO are these people?
WHY do they deem it necessary to
create their ad hoc committees in
the major centres throughout the
country? WHAT are their objects?

ACCORDING TO THEMSELVES, THE
Wolfe Tone Society represents a

"select group of people."” Their
Bulletin, TUAIRSC, "is small and
select in its circulation", sent

only to people "who are 'opinion-
leaders’ in the various branches
of the progressive movement."
Their objects, again according to
themselves, are "tr develop an
effective programme for the pro-
gressive movement in Ireland,rep-
ublican and labour."

NOw, THE FIRST LOGICAL QUESTION
I5: why do people who are already
placed within the leadership of
5inn Fein and the IRA deem it des-
irable to set up yet another body
independent of these organizations,
so that they can "develop an eff-
ective proaramme®? According t¢
the constitutional authority af

both Sinn Fein and the IRA, pro-
gramme and policy fall exclusively
within the realm of the National
Conventions. Why then donot these
people, who are engineering the
Wolfg Tone Society gimmick, "develop
their "cffective programme" within
the framework of the movement to
which they already belong, rather
than resort to the setting up of
a private organization to do so?

Actually, in pnint of fact, the
setting wp of such a private
caucus (which is all it is), and

the activity as a whole, is in
violent contradiction tothe basic
lzws of both organizations. Acc-
ording to all hitherto procedures
these people should be kicked out
of the Republican Movement on the
basis of evidence openly supplied
by themselves. Instezd, hcwever,
we fimd them being "promoted",
while men who have served time in
Jail for undertskings that are
legitimate according to 3ll trad-
itionasl courses of Irish Republic-
an activity,are getting the ddor.

THE KEY TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF
what lays behind the Wolfe Tonre
Soclety,can be found in the make-
up of its leadership, and in its
definition of what constitutes a
progressive movement in Ireland.
Taking the latter first: according
to the "brains", 3 progressive

wm



movement, in context with pre-
vailing politicsl conditions,rep-
resents "republicsn and labnur."
In plain language: A coalition
between the present Republican
Movement and the Labour Party.
Now, the worigin of this"brighb
idea" is easily determined, since
over the past few vesrs it has
been the theme song of the Irish
sections of the British Communist
Party; to wit, the TI.W.P., ths

C.P.N.I.,and theConnolly Associa-
tion. And it is highly peculiar,
ta say the least, that the pecple
who are "pushing” this pasrticular
concept of aprogressive movement,
both within the Republican Move-
ment and the Labour Party,are all
"former" (sic) members of one or
enother of the foregoing sections
of the British Communist Party.
The very same men are, of course;
active also inthe wWolfe Tone soc-
iety; indeed they are its guiding

handg. We can, =nd will, name
names if we have to; although we
would prefer not to, since this
is 3 political guestion and not
vne of  personalities. In any
event, anyone with a few brains
to knock together can  readily
establish Ffor himself who these
people are, and where they are.

WE WANTTO MAKE IT QUITE CLFAR
that we arenot "red baiting" when
we Present these Facts; because
we know from experience that this
is what will be said 1in reply by
those people, in an attempt to

"obscure the issue. As revolution-
ary Sucialist-Republicans, who
subscribe to a philosophy of pol-
itics which combines the Revolut-
ionary Nationalism of the Fenians
with the Revolutionary Socialism
espoused. by James Connolly, uwe
0ppose these people and their act-
ions for two basic reasons. Fir-
stly, we strenuously oppose the
activity of people whn receive
THEIR DIRECTIVES from a party not
belonging to the country, and
therefore not primarily interested
in the welfare of oaur country.
The fact that the party in quest -
ion is the British Communist Pariy
is immateriasl; the oprinciple of
external interference is indirect
violation of the concept of nation-

al sovereianty inherent,not alone
in the principles of our Revolut-
ionary Nationalism, but zlso in
those of our Revolutionary Sncial-
ism. Secondly, we oppose the act-
ivities of these npeople because,
although they are communists in
name, they are actively opposed
to the implementation of Socisl-
ist Revolutionary principles in

Practice. By wvirtue of their

Party affiliagtions they are in
fact committed to acourse af a2pp-

mn
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sasemen their party line
has it, pPeaceful coexistence",
with the status oguo in the imper-
ialist dominated section of the
world; and insofar ss Ireland is
corcerned, this means they will
Dot embark on, spopsor or give
assistance to any effaort which has

as its nbjiect the complete over-
throw of the present rengimes.
Anyone with even & limited know-
ledge nof international politics,
knows this to be true of such

Communist Parties asthat of Brit-
ain. And while weg never did bel-
ieve that the British C.P. was a
revolutionary party even in the
best nf times -- angd its attitude
towards the Irish struggle cver
adeguately demonstrates
--the fact is,whatever "Rad-
icalism" whith may have invigored
it at one time, has by now digssi-
pated into a downright reaction,
and as a party it has become noth-

‘ing more than the "servant boy" of

British imperial interests. This
party and the people associsted

“with it ro longer even prebend 3

fight for socialism,
of September last put 1t when
speaking of the affairs of the
Free State Labour Party, ,and the
association,or pussible associatie
on of Communists-withit:"stramgely
enough, Communists are mdre fear-
ful of astrong and effective soc-
izlism in the Western world than
any other political doctrine.” It
may be "strange" to the writer in
HIBERNIA why this is so; but to
revolutinmaries, whose occupation
dictates they be well versed in
international as well as national
politics, it is by no means
"stranae" that this isthe case.
AS REVOLUTIONARIES, WE ARE NOT
“ppused to receiving assistance
from, or of giving assistance ta,
revolutionaries inother countries.
And this isnot alone an obviously
practical and logical attitude tn
take,but it is also in the spirit
of 2 traditionmn handed down to us
intact from the United Irishmen.
But we will not condone, or stand
idly by, while fake revolutiona-
ries attempt to infiltrate the
rgnks of Irish Republicanism under
the express orders of s British
political party, and with the
ExPress purpose of steering the
efforts of Irish Republicanism
alung lines positively advantag-
e0us to ruling class interests.
WE READILY ADMIT THAT IRISH
Republicsnism could do with en-
lightenment with respects to mat-
ters relating torevolutinnary pro-
gramme. We readily admit that over
the past few decades Irish Repub-
licanism has been endowed with a
sccio-political outlook that was
in many respects the antithesis

As HISERNIA




of our rtevolutionary traditions.
But we'll be damned if we will
subscribe to the notion .that all
of this canbe rectified by import-
ing a few "party hacks" from the
Britiish Communist Party. .

CYER THE PAST 150 YEARS THE
.social and political aspirations
of the Irish people have been
side-tracked and manipulated by
the Irish bourgeoisie. The embry-
onic sociasl revolution of the
1880's was stifled by Parnell. As
Connolly said:It was class inter-
est "which prompted the Irish
middle-class leaders to abandon
the land fight, and to lend their
energies to an attempt to focus
the whole interest nf Ireland upon
Parliamentary struggle as soon as
ever a temporary setback gave
them am opportunity to counsel 3
change intactics.” The palitical
revolution of 1916-'22 was 1in its
turn alsokilled by the Irish Bour-
genisie, at that stage whee it
began tn show signs of expanding,
-as was inevitable, to dimensions
‘which would engulf and eradi-
cate middle-class interests and
influence. This alsn was because
uf class interest, and the result
of that particular betrayal is
PARTITION,with all the social and
political disadvantages the werk-
ing classes- - of the country are
now experiencing in full; and
which are presently germinating
a socisl andpolitical umrest that
npints clearly to a cocming re-
vulutionary upheaval. It cnuld
well be that the revolutionary
struggle which began with the
United Irishmen, and which was
side-tracked inm turn, and with
momentary success, by the C'Conn-
elites, the Parnellites, the
Criffithites andthe deValeraites,
will find its logical conclusion
in the upheaval that is now fer-
menting. History will decide.
But it is clear,however, that the
Irish middle-class can nn leonger
hope to control such an upheaval
if it should occur. And 1t is 1in
the light of such knowledge that
we evaluate this present foray of
British Communist Party hacks into
the realm of Irish Republican
activity.

IF THESE PEOPLE WHO GET THEIR
spiritual guidance from King St.
were really Marxists, they could,
like Connaolly, openly =assert s
legitimate claim for aponsition in
the fnrefront of the Irish Revol-
utionary struggle: and we would
have no ratienal basis for oppos-
ition. But they are not; =and this
is blatantly

demonstrated in the
‘propositinn of the Connolly Asscc-
iatiun for a"Parnellian snlution®

as the  only means by which they
advocate wvictory frr  the Irish
working classes in 3 coming

struggle for state.;pomer. A
"Parnellian solution"-means a par-
liamentary. . solution; lafd by 1its

own definition it also means 3
middle-class or bourgeois solution;
because who can deny that either
Parnell or the politics hepursued,
were anything but bourgeois?In
conformity with this "psrty line"
we find the hacks who have penet-
rated Republican ranks pursuing
the same object by a diversity of
means: that is, the adoption of a
"Parnellian solution” by the Rep-
ublican Mrovement. That they are
succeeding im their diasbolical
plans can be seen in the trends
of Sinn Fein policy over the past
few years. JTo be fully successful
however, both the Sinn Fein Rep-
ublican andbtourgeois Labour blocks
must be merged 1in some form of
united front; and it is primarily
for this purpose that an independ-
ent platform, to wit the Wolfe
Tose Seciety, was formed. In
plain language, the Wolfe Tone
Society is itself but az front to

"gnable the smonthe functioning uf

a caucus 0f party hacks who are
split between the Sinn Fein and
Labour parties. It provides -them
with a base of operations,and the

necessary cover frum which they
csn push their "Parpellian solut-
iun" pcross.  0n unsuspecting 5inn
Fein republicans. Which clearly
demonstrates without any further
elaboretion from wus, that these
pseudo-rebels are now attempting
to do what the middle-class can
no longer do For themselves. They
are trying toonce mure side-track
the Irish revnlutimn intochannels
which do not in any way threaten
the fundamental interests of the
ruling class.

WE SHOULD, PERHAPS, MAKE IT
clear before cuncluding that we do
not say that everynne inthe Wolfe
Tone Society isautomatically tied
tn the machinations of the British
C.P., or that they are all fully
cognizant of what isactually afoot.
We merely say that this particular
"Spociety" is _controlled by such
men. No doubt the "Society" 1is
also used as = means to suund out
and recruit additional adherents
to the social-democratic banner.
But besides such nperations 1t is
uf vital necessity tothese people
that their "Society" includes 3
fair share nf individuals who can-
Aot in any way be connected with
the parent body. Such individu-
als, as any student nof politics
knows well, provide the COVER for
the real business st hand. Nor -
mally, the individuals chosen for
such a COVER rocle -- and we
stress chuosen, because as the
"Society" i1tself  says, it is a
ct body." -- are usually men

Continued on Page 12Z.
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531G SELL OUT ON THE WAY.

SLOWLY BUT 'SURELY THAT
politico-sconomic order which
holds Ireland inits grip is sligd-
ing towsrds a crisis. "~The ruling
class are. uneasy, they are'begin-
ning to feel unsure of theiT pos-
ition for the first time innesrly
forty years, and they have begun
already to shop : around for any
conceivable expediency which may
hold the key totheir continuation
in power. B :

IN THE FREE STATE. THE 0OLD PARTIES
have nearly!.shot = theit bolts.
Both Fine Gael andfFianna Fail are
anachronisms. In*long-term calcu-
lations these parties’ no longer
possess a reliable: capacity. to
adequately serve the interests of
an Anglo-American orientated Irish
bourgeadisie. Hopefully the intsl-
lectual cadres andpolitical praop-
agandists of the ruling class have
cast their eyes onthe Labnur Party.

With 'its safe and '"realistic"
brand . of pseudo-socislism it may
help to fit the bill. And what

about Sipn Fein? Might nut it teo
Flay "a useful =zole in the pol-
itical 1ife nf the country”, if
only it gnt. Tig of its -infernal
hankering for the "gun"? Ah yes!
There's a lnt nf purposeful probing
for- a "way.out" qgoinmg on these
days 1n ruling class circles; be-
cause as the Irish Times soblandly
put 1t: enything would be better
than "a Marxist-IRA -combinatian”
emerging 1n such unsettled times
tn threaten the very existence of

ndr democratic andChristisn order.

how stlicitous
become far both
religion when =
wallets looms in

Isn't it amazing
capitalists can
democracy and
threat to their
the horizan?

THERE IS5 NO DOUBT BUT THAT A
Sinn Fein which would PLAY THE
GAME could be a decisive agsset tn
the present ruling class in aper-
iod of crisis. Now that Fianna
Tall has succeeded 1in aliensting
the bulk of the wurban and rursl
workers, and the working farmers,
who represent the primary source
of Republican sentiment throughout
the cnuntry, an alternative "Jack
of the Lantern" must be found to
captivate their attentinn and
channel their Republican sentiment
alrng "safe rrutes". At present
Sinn Fein wnuld appear the leading
candidate for this task.
assuredly the Labour Party cannot
fulfil this particular role with
any great success; but a Labour
Party-5inn Fein coalition could

Mast.
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BY  PADDY MAC

rendcr great service tothe system.

Indeed, there 1is no lconger any
doubt that  the so-called "prog-
ressive" elements of both parties
have srrived at such aconclusion,
and-are wnrking overtime on their
plans for its implementation. Like
all political npportunists, these
characters -the bright young men-
can.see that the ruling group's
apprnaching difficulty 1is their
one.great npportunity; an opport-
unity not to smash the system, as
is the revolutionary methed, but
to ingratiate themselves with the
system . and corner  some -uf the
gravy for themselves. '

THE SUDDEN RISE OF . INTEREST IN
the fortunes nf the Republicanm
Movement over the past.year vrso,
the great concern for its welfare
that has evinced itself from the
most unrepublican of quarters,and
the .mounting deluge nf suggestions
from ‘lesried quarters that 5inn
Feip shnuldemerge fromthe "cloudd
and indulge in"practical politics'y
all nf these indicate a well crg-
anized campalgn to prepare the
oruund far aswitch in Sinn Fein's
pnsitinn. The Sinn Ffein party
itself would appear by now *to
have been whipped into line, as
indicated by the pruceedings of
the last Ard Feis. But to be suc-
cessful the manmoeuvre. must carry
with it the bulk of republican
sentiment, otherwise the sell-out
would be worthless. This, of
coLrse, presents its own special
type nf problems, cne of the maore
criticsl uf which is timing. Tu
move too soon could be as bad, if
not worse, than moving too late.
And it was 1n the demands of such
tactical consideraticons™ 'that, at
the last Ard Feis, a motion tn
gnter Ffree ©State politics was
withdrawn the advice of the
platform withdrawn mind vou,
and not kicked nut. Obviously,
the leadership does not deem the
time yet ripe when their determined
treachery will bring its maximum
remuneration.

on

ANOTHER PROBLEM FACING SINN FEIN
in such a politicsl sumersault
is that presented by the remaining
"extremists" within the IRA pnrt-
ion of the movement. If nut hand-
led correctly this group. could,
even yet,blnw the game wide onen.
They hsve to be handled in easy
stages; eased out bit by bit t)



avaid the danger of anything more
than a mere ripple of dissension
within the movement zs 2 whole at
any one time. The proficiency
with which this somewhat delicate
task is being handled must be
admired. One by one the "trouble-
mekers" arebeing kicked outj;under
cover of grandiose, but mythical,
plans for sction, arms are being
collected from thedifferent units
around the country; so that very
soon, if indeed not already, the
IRA will be reduced to a complete
impotency. It's =all very slick.
The '"progressives" hope that by
carrying the present movement in-
tact with them, they will be able
to enjoy the best of both worlds:
they can caollect their rake-off
from the ruling class for services
rendered; and at the same time
retain Republican suppart as a
base for their political aspirst-
lons.

s THEY ARE, 0OF COURSE, ALSO
cnunting on the insbility of that
large number of "unconnected" Rep-
ublicans tr react--in harmony to
such treason. Or at least, it
would appear that the "prngressives
calculate that theg time-lag bet-
ween their SWITCH and a co-ordin-
“ated teactinn from -the-now scat-
tered ranks nf revolutinnary Rep-
ublicans, would give them a suf-
ficient breathing space to con-
solidste r their position -- in =&
manner reminiscent uf the Fianna
Fail stunt. Most assuredly -their
chances of pulling off such a
caper would be enhanced if they
could retain the IRA under their
wing, while at the same time des-
troying its ability tu act in its
traditional manner. Tn eliminate
the IRA completely, and it wnuld
appear that the ‘'"progressives”
now have the power to do just that,
wuould be a blunder, since this
would nnly clear the road frr the
immediate rise of a new organiza-
tion. The simple fact is, il the
IRA broke with the 5inn Fein crowd
gven at this late date, it would
be a catastrophe to the wheeler-
dealers, since it would serve as
an already established base for
building an immediate counter-act-
ion tn  the determined sell-out.
Whether or net the "progressives"
will succeed im this particulsr
phase of their operation, remains
to be seen. For our part, we have
done,and are dning our best to foil
their plans. We offer s rallying
ponint far all Revolutionary Rep-
ublicans;and there is no doubt at
all but that the '"progressives”
appreciate fully the danger =sver
udr continued existence alonepre-
sents to  thelr plans. This is

1

readily discernible from the ve-
hemence of the hostility they
evince towards us,and the lengths
they are prepared to gotodestroy
our operation. One instance of
the latter is to be found intheir
unceasing attempts to discover
both the publishing and printing
sources aof AN PHOBLACHT, so as to
be ablz to "rat" to the staters.
Felon setting! Hell, the present
Sinn Fein characters have reduced
it to & fine art, and it is we
who know it only too well.

IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS THE
question of greatest concern to
all Revnluticnary Republicans, is
that relating tn the extent of
damage which can be inflicted on
the Republican cause by asell-out
on the part of Sinn Fein. The
fact that a cligque of pseudo-rep-
ublicans have decided on cnanging
their political-jerseys 1is, in
itself, of little importance. In
truth, .if the affair could becon-
fined tn this alone, it would be
for the better in the long -run,
since it would clean Republicanm
ranks nf that accumulation of
"unreliasbles" whn have talked and
connived their wasy into strategic
pnsitions of influence over the
past few yrars. However, should
they succeed 1n presenting their
treschnery as the expressed desire
nf organized Republicanism, and
this is precisely what they are
trying tu dn, them, considerable
confusion, uncertainty and even
cynicism could result throughout
that large section cof the national
community who form the backbone of
support fnr all Republican under-
takings. If this should happen,
then, the damage inflicted on the
Republican cause would be tremend-
ous, and could well take a gener-
ation nr more to repair. It dnes
not require a great political
sagacity tu see that this could
happen all too essily; and if it
should happen, then it would be
a little on the late side for Rep-
ublicans, who are now remaining
aloof from the struggle, to shake

themselves nut of their present
inactivity. This is why we of AN
PHOBLACHT have pursued such an
unrelenting course nver the past

year or sn. At the least, we are
know that the question isnot mere-

ly one of Sinn fein going over te-
the enmemy;it is primsrily a guest

ion  of survival for the tradi-

tional revolutionary cause of our
country. And in 3 strugg.e such

this there can be little time

or political niceties.

HE QUESTION 15 NO LONGER ONE DF:

ill Sinn Fein sell ocut;it is one
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of: whern will S5inn Fein sell nut?
It is our opinion that the next
elections on the local government
level will be used by Sinn Fein
as 3 sounding board. Should they
do well, "Bob's your uncle," and
they will be on their wasy. The
trends of the economic crisiswill,
of course, also play a decisive
role in the issue. But all of
this is largely immaterial; the
herd fact is, time is running nut

for Revaolutionary Republicans.
Revolutionary Republicans must act
now, Or else it will be the case
of closing the stable donr when
the hnorse has bolted. We are not
‘'suggesting that all Revolutionary
Republicans must perfmorce unite
under aur leadership, to combat
the prevailing winds of treachery.
No! All we ask is that such per-
sons come together in their own
districts and form a grass-roots
basis for a nationsl gathering,
which can decide on 3 new Revnl-
utionary leadership to fight not
alone the present sell-nut, but
also to reorganize and build s
dynamic movement tocarry our tra-
ditional banner forward in this
new era of REVOLUTION. The present
5inn Fein leadership styles such

8 rallying-cry disruptive tactics.

We call it ordinary commun sensej
we call it prugress; we call it gz
vital necessity for the survival
tf our revenlutiosnary heritage.
What do yuu,the thousands of Rep-
ublicans who are at present with-
vut any  urgsnizationmal - committ-
ments, call it? Or do-you propese
te hum and hah, and avnid the
respensibility of making a dec-
isinn under every conceivable pre-
text? Do what you will. But mark
my words, and mark. them well: you
cannet avold your responsibility;
you cannnt sit safely onthe ditch
when major issues are at stake;
and 1f the fortunes of Irish Rep-
ublicanism should suffer because
0f ~your inactivity, then, YOU are
every bit as much tn blame as the

men wha actuslly engineer the
sell-nout. It could well be that
the future generation will ask:

Where were yuu in'67? Will ynu be
able to answer: 1In the ranks nf
the REVOLUTION. Or,are you going
to spend all your time concncting
excuses? The time for decision is
on hand. It is un hand NOW!

10 OUR READERS:

WE regret having to omit the con-
cluding portion of the article:
FREEDOM: What Does It Mean?, due
tn a lack of space. It will be
concluded in the next issue.

e
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9.

with a considerable egotism comb-
ined withan infinite innocence,and,
or, ignorance of politics. 'They
are easlily enough seduced when
they are told they possess con-
siderable potential as "opinion-
leaders"; and their complete lack
of political knowledge minimizes
the chances that they will read-
ily deduce the nature of the bus-
iness being actually transacted.

THIS 1S NOT THE FIRST TIME SUCH
a gimmick as the Wolfe Tone Society

has beenused inpolitics; although
it is true that the practice
is relatively new to Ireland, at

least inits present form. However,
this is not the point;the fact is

it is now being used to the det-
riment of the Irish revolution,
and it is up to all Irish Republ-
icans to put an end to it, and
at nonce: We cannot afford to
walt until it is too late:

LONG LIVE THE IRISH REVOLUTIONARY
STRUGGLE !

DOKN WITH TRAITORS, FLUNKEYS,
LACKEYS,APPEASERS AND COMPROMIGERS.

AGCRATIFYIRG RESPONSE

WE MUST SAY THAT WE WERE
overwhelmed by the response tu
nur srticle on the"arms issue."
Not alone did wereceive many com-
munications on the question, but
we have heard that some of the
boys acted with traditional haste
to ensure they would not be cum-
pletely naked befrre ‘the enemy.
'Twas good news to hear.

NO DOUBT, THE SCHEMERS -WILL
say that this is yet another ex-
ample of our -'splitting tactics.
But then everything thatconflicts
with their plans for a “Parliam-
entary Revoluticn" isconstrued as
being to the detriment uf the Rep-

ublican cause by them; and this,
my friemds, can —cover a laot of
ground.

WE WERE GLAD HOWEVER THAT OUR
hint has been acted on. If noth-
ing more,it proves that many with
in the IRA are more awake than
some give them credit for,and this
is for the good. There are great
issues on thepolitical plane that
must be decided on one way or the
other; but until®“this is done, it
is paramount in our view that all
IRA units retain all thearms they
can. No doubt there are many IRA
men who do not agrees-with us; if
for no other reason than they re-
act autnmatically against anyone
who openly challenges the status
guo of the movement. We accept

.this as natural;but we still say:

HOLD ON TO YOUR WEAPONS MEN!
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