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EDITORIAL

IN VIEW OF THE EVER INCREASING
trend towards Free-statism in the
Republican Movement, which is
apparently destined to reach its
peak by the end of this year, it
is obvious that 2ll resl Irish
Republicans will soon have tomake
their move. Clearly, the guestion
is no lonmger one on whether we
need a newly constituted organiz-
ation to pursue the hopes and
goals of Irish Republicanism; but
0ne 0on how various groups and ind-
ividuals of & revolutionary com-
mittment throughout the country
cen establish acommon ground upon
which toc meet and determine a unmi-
ted course of sction.

WE AWAIT THE COMING MONTHS
with apprehension. Knowing, as we
do, the course of action that has
already been decided on by the
"Progressives"; and knowing as
well of the widespread dissention
especially within IRA ranks in
reaction to the ©course hitherto
pursued by Sinn Feinjwe fear that
when the Sinn Fein "Progressives"
make their final move tointegrate
with Free State politics, there
will be & tendency amongst the
militants in the IRA to momentar-
ily lose ©perspsctive, and their
ranks could well disintegrate into
a series of "splinter groups" on
2 regional basis. Above all, ue
g9 not wegnt to see this happen.

SHOULD THIS EVER OCCUR,REPU3LICAN
ranks would be so fragmentated as
to make ineffectual our ahility
to counteract the traitorous act-
ivities to be expected as s matter
of course from a Sinn Fein that
has thrown in its lot with the
Free State. In addition, snd of
more importance still, such =zn
event could deny us the capability
of organizing our efforts with the
object to reestablish Irish Rep-
ublicanism on its proper rosd of
revolutionary action, There can
e no doubt but that the coming
months may well decide if Revo-
lutionary Irish Republicanism is
to be carried forward by this gen-
eration;or, if it is to fall into
the background to swait az future
generation which is endowed to
that necessary deagree with the
strength of charascter, the inten-
sity of purpose and the political

understanding essentisl to astrug-
gle for the successful realizat-
ion of Irish Republican objects.

REPUBLICANS AROUND THE COUNTRY
had better start thinking on these
problems; they should begin pre-
parations to meet them now, and
not weit wuntil the last moment.
If the "Progressives" are allowed
to retain the initiative within
the Republican Movement,they will
possess aqood chance of achieving
8 maximum success in their designs,
and of creating a maximum chaos
throughout the ranks of their op-
ponents in the movement. This is
what they bhope to do, and their
plans rely very much on the natur-
al hesitancy of Republican act-
ivists to act in forceful oppos-
ition to the estsblished leaders.

THERE ARE MANY REPUBLICANS
who agree with us on all of this,
but who still hesitate to "stick
their necks sut." This is natural
enough. However, we falil to see
how one 1s really "sticking his
neck out" by participating insec-
ret preparations tocounteract the
adverse effects fromasell-out on
the part of the Sinn Fein "Prog-
ressives.”" We do not seek the co-
operation of men feor the destruct-
ion of thelIrish Republican Cause;
and we do not seek the allegiance
of men to a "rival" crganization.
Insofar as the destruction of the
Cause is concerned, the "Progres-
sives" are bent ondoing just that
without help from anyone; and all
we are striving to do is to
establish a2 common ground for all
real revolutionary Republicans,
so as to prepareeffective counter-
measures to that betrayal, and to
be in the ©position to swiftly
regroup Republican activists in a
new organization when events dic-
tate that this isessential to the
perpetustion of Republican objects.

PARTICIPATION IN THIS VITAL WwORK
does not require an open committ-
ment to the "Committee for Revol-

utionary Action," which is res-
ponsible for the publication of
AN PHOBLACHT. As we have said:

the CRA isnot an organization; by
self-definition, it is a "Commit-
tee" whose object is to combat
reacticnary trends within organ-



ised Republicanism, =and to make
preparations to bring a new org-
anization intoexistence only when
this is absolutely necessary.
Many of our original members cont-
inue their membership in the Rep-
ublican Movement; and many  of
those who have jolned us over the
past year or so have alsoremained
in the movement on our advice. In
this way we have strenuously lab-
oured against the emergence of
"splinter qgroups", while st the
same time building =8 structure
designed to act with the minimum
of delay and with a maximum nat-
ion-wide effect when the need
arises. . If the need does not ar-
ise, and.at . this stage this ap-
pears anextremely remote possibil-
ity, thenm our people can continue
as active workers within the Rep-
ublican Movement,and the CRA will
dissolve. O0On the other hand, |if
the need does arise, and we see
it coming inthe very nesr future,
at least some preparation will
have been made tomeet the obvious
demands of such a situation.

BY ACTING IN THIS FASHION THE
CRA is contributing to the Repub-
lican Cause in a manner not often
appreciated,even by those who are
in full sympathy with its activ-
ities. Firstly, we combat the
emergence of '"splinter groups" as
a result of dissatisfaction with
present reactionary trends. We do
this through our advice to indiv-
iduals and groups who have inclined
towards such a3 step, and there
have been many, by giving them a
solid and positive purpose towark
towards while remaining 1in the
Republican Movement. Secondly,
our efforts at least strive to
prevent a fragmentation of the
activist elements throughout the
country when the "Progressives"
make their final move towards a
complete alignment with the Free
State. The greater the number of
activists who .co-ordinate their
efforts through the medium of the
CRA,the .lesser will be the degree
of disruption andconfusion within
activist ranks when the ©crisis
strikes. In this way we hope tn
minimize the emergence of "splin-
ter groups" after the "Progress-
ives" have made their final move.
No one -else 1is engaged 1in this
work, and it is for this reason
that it is so necessary toco-org-
inate all efforts through the

only body which is--The Committese

for Revolutionary Actiaon.

ALL REPUBLICAN ACTIVISTS WHO,
up until now, have hesitated to
make contact with our co-ordinat-
ing committee, should consider

carefully all the facts we have
presented. They should clearly
understand thet suchrevolutionary
coordination as we advocate  does
not entail s dusl azlleggiance. We

2any move the

advocate only oneallegiance,which
is tothe revolutionary principles
of Irish Republicanism. When such
principles are discarded by the
leadership of orgsnized Republic-
anism,we fail to see how any true
revolutionary Republican can pos-
sibly consider working with us in
violation of his zllegisnce, when
our primary object isto see these

principles reestablished in their

proper pPlace. For the information
of those who may not be fully
aware of our methods of work, we
would also like to emphasize that
Qroups, such as IRA wunits, who
subscribe to the co-ordinating
efforts of our committee retain
their autonomy. That is, they
retain the power to control their
own men, as do they retain the
power to withdraw from the assoc-
iation with the knowledge that no
disclosure whatever will be made
on their connection with the CRA.
Security procedures are strictly
enforced to ensure the greatest
possible protection for all work-
ing within the network. Surely
this fact has been dramatically
demonstrated over the past two
years, during which we have most
actively engaged inour work,with-
out the leaders of the Republican
Movement discovering our member-
ship, other than the few people
who, of necessity,have to operate
more or less in the open. FfFurth-
ermore, should conditions dictate
the necessity to found a new org-
anization,all groups and sections
within the CRA will decide such a
move at a Conference called for
that purpose. On such an occas-
ion the originasl committee, as a
group, will possess no more power
than any other.

WE HAVE DEALT OPENLY AND
forcefully on the need for pre-
paration amongst activist Repub-
licans, because we believe that
present trends will soonculminate
in an open rupture inthe ranks of
organized Republicanism, There is
no longer a need, as in the past,
to expose the rot that has eaten
away at the foundations of the
Republican Cause. This is sc app-
arent now that no one who wishes
to see it can avold doing so. At
this stage it is imperative that
the reel revolutionary Irish Rep-
ublicans be brought tothe realiz-
ation that they must act swiftly
and with determination if they are
to protect their heritage. If
this is done then, as we see it,
"Progressives" make



towards Free State politics will,
in the lang run, be in the best
interests of the Cause,because it
will clear our ranks of undesir-
ables who would always be s source
of weakness. Today, the Committee
for Revolutionary. .Action the
only body which has begun prepar-
ations for the rebuilding of Rep-
ublicanism into 2 new and dynamic
revolutionsry fForce;a force which,
in the light of world-wide esvents,
could wvery well see the long

1ls

awaited wvictory of our objects.
It is for this reason thet we ask
all activist elements toco-ordin-
ate their efforts through the CRA.
If there  were another, or more
capable body in existence, our
position may be open to guestion.
There is no such body,so it is up
to all activist Republicans to
become part of theat effort tosave
the Cause. Let all true men take
their place in the ranks of the
Revolution. :

N

TO INDULGE IN COMPROMISE, NO
matter how insignificant the imit-
ial committment may be, is like
stepping on an escalator. Once
you step onyou sre cerried to the
end of -the line whether you like
it or -not. Quer the past few years
we have continually stressed. that
this was the case with the Repub-
lican Movement. And now, accord-
ing to our information,the course
of compromise initiated by = the
so-called "Progressives" 1is to
extend to its logical conclusion,
That final and inevitable step is
soon to be taken, when the "Prog-
ressives" will make their move to
incorporate the Republican Move-
ment in the political life of the
Free State.

THIS FINAL ACT IN THE DRAMA WAS
apparently decided upon at % spec-
isl meeting held in Dublin during

mid-July. At this meeting, and
~under the influence of our olg
friend Comrade Johnson, the dsc-

ision was made tupresent the next
Sinn Fein Ard Fheis with the pro-

posal to extend full recognition
Lo the Free State  and enter act-
ively into its milisu. "WIith ThRis
object in mind, the plotters havae
now set themselves the task of
quickly completing the Jjob  of

eliminating or intimidating the
pockets of resistance which still
remain in the movement. True to

form, they do not intend to take
unnecessary chances; using their
leadership positions they intend

to make certasin that the Ard Fheis
will be packed with the necessary
number of right delegates” to
pProvide the votes required to
Carry their propossls.

THE DEVELOPMENT HARDLY
3s a great surprise to yus.
38 capitulstion to the Free
neo-colonialist position
ical conclusion
arked on a few ye
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of foreign controlled
zgents. It was only a matter of
time; if the move was not made
this year,then it would have been
made next year or the year after,
when the "Progressives" felt suf-
Ficiently sure of their ground.
However, now that the final and
Open act of betraysl appears cert-
aln in the immediate future,it is
important to -set 2 few facts
straight for the guidance of Irish
Republicans.

influence

NO ROOM FOR COMPROMISE!

THE FUNDAMENTAL REVOLUTIONARY
objects of Irish Republicanism
sre .unaltereble for so long as
they remain wunfulfilled; and an
allegiance to them is not amatter
0pen to manipulation. An individ-
ual automatically decides to give
unreserved allegiance to these
objects on joining organized Rep-
ublicanism. At best, the right is
reserved to withdraw this alleg-
lance;but it cannot be changed or
modified under any circumstances.
It is imperative toget this pert-
inent fact straight: on Joining
the ranks of Irish Republicanism
the ONLY allegisnce exacted is to
the revolutionary objects which
the organization purports to up-
hold. The allegiance 1is to. the
0bjiects and not to any organizat-
ion as such. If znd when the org-
anization,by vote or other means,
decides to change or modify its
fealty to these objects, the com-
mittments of allegiance demand an
immediste and complete severance
of association with the organiz-
ation. On this question there can
be no such thing s msjority rule
in determining an overall accept-
of continued membership in an
altered its
tionship with the revolution-
objects of Irish Republican-

Each individusl is bound by
he terms of his sllegiance to act
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in uneguivocsl opposition to such
a2 condition by terminating .his
assoclation with the movement.

. IT IS NONSENSICAL TO
propose that all have the "democ-
ratic"right toadvocate 3Ny CcOUTse
whatever for Irish Republicanism.
This is not so; it never has, and
it pever can be the case. Such
"democratic" rights do not, and
cannot apply to a freedom of act-
ion to undermine or destroy Repub-
licanism. This is a3 hard and fast
rule to which there can beno exc-
eptionsj;and if it had been adhered
to in the past, as it shoulg have
been, the present move towards
Free-statism would have been avoi-
ded, because the men who 3T e
mainly responsible for it would
have been kicked out of organized
Republicanism long ago.

FURTHERMORE, IT MUST 3E CLEARLY
appreciated that any move on the
part of' Sinn fFein togo Free State
effects the IRA directly. As is
well known,the Sinn Fein Ard Com-
hairle and the Army Council are
closely integrated at Present.
Consequantly, any major policy
chamge by the former infers scol-
lusian on the part of the latter,
unless of course a public state-
ment is made to the contrary. If
‘such 3 statement is not forthcom-
ing,this means in effect that the
ALC has ‘betrayed its trust; undar
“which circumstances it is complet-
ely unacceptable to suggest that
IRA men should, or must remain
"loyzal" to the leadership. There

A POOR ANSWE

1s no justification whatever for

such "loyalty"™, and there -is cer-
tainly no common basis for
such a continued loyzlty and an

allegiznce to the Revolutionary
principles of Itrish Republicanism.
On this point there €an be no
room for doubt.

IT IS IMPERATIVE AT THIS TIME
to speak out clearly ang strongly
on these issues., There has been
too great zn indulgence in comp-
romising practices these past few
years, and it is to be greatly
feared that a2 widespread demoral-
ization has resulted,and has pen-
etrated deeply into IRA ranks.
The need for steadfastness topri-
nciples has been undermined; the
Practice of gradually discarding
the demands exacted by principles

has been insidiously fFostered;
with the result that sz confusion
Prevails which, in the minds of

many,may well obscure the fundam-
ental issues at stake. The plot-
ters are depending heavily on such
3 confusion to disrupt activist
ranks during the initial stages,
which would give them 2 breathing
SPace Lo consolidate their newly
established position. In other
words, they are relying on the
loyalty of the rank-znd-file IRA
man,and they have every intention
of using that loyalty to betray
the very principles upon which it
is founded. All activist Repub-
licans must awaken Lo this shabby
scheme before they 3re, so to

SPeak,  stabbed in the back by
their own leaders.,
* ‘ * *

= 1O OUR

CHARGES

FOR OVER TwO YEARS AN PHOBLACHT
has mairtained its campaign. Dur-
ing this time it has fought ref-
ormist and compromising trends in
the Republican Movement, ang it
has agitated for 2 return to rey-
olutionary politics. At the out-
set those whom we Opposed ignored
Our paper's existence,in the vain
hope it would soon disappear. But
it did not; and as AN PHOBLACHT
began to have effect by its con-
tinuous hammering away at basic
truths,the sell-out artists began
to grow more Uuneassy by the month.

5

THE HARD FACTS PUBLILS
PHOBLACHT eventually re
T

questions. In an attempt to dis-
courage these questions the Reforp-
mist leaders in the Republican

Movement at first simply snarled:
"They =aTe only tools of the Spec-
izl Branch; ignore them and they
will go away." At best this was
an unimaginative approach, and it
served its purpose only fFor a short
time. It was, after all, diffic-
ult to explain WHY "tools of the
Special Branch'kept exposing dev-
elopments within the movement that
were complementary to the inter-
ests of the Free State, and WHY
"tools of the Special Branch®
should persist intheir efforts to
redirect Irish Republicanism back
on the one path that is certainly
not in the interests of the Free
State -- the roazd to REVOLUTION.

TIME ALONE EXPOSED THE FALLACY
of callinq AN PHOBLACHT 2 "tool of
the Specizl Branmch." a1l sincere
Irish Republicans grezdually awsk-
ened to the realization that there
was more to it than that. The



“mists who are

"Reformists, now growing more des-
perate, hit on yet another and
equally unimaginative explanation;
AN PHOBLACHT was merely the voice
of "soreheadedness," and those
publishing it were motivated Dy
nothing other than pure "spite."
This is avague and hollow defence
whose succass relies "completely
on the "blind faith" of the rank-
and-file in the leadership. It is
an old gambit, used over and over
in the past to explain awsy dis-
sension, and no doubt the Reform-
ists prayed it would do the trick
--at least once more. Unfortunat-
ely for them this trick too hes
‘nearly run its course, and only
the more . nsive continue to be
duped by it. :

IN QUR VIEW THE REFORMISTS CIVE
their own measure inthe miserable
attempts todiscredit AN PHOBLACHT.
We knew of course they could ngver
‘give a straight rebuttal to our
“statements, because the truth of
our position remains unassailatle.
But at the outset we really did
anticipate:at least » more soph-
isticated effort to "sidetrack"
the issues raised by us. However,
it would now appear that not azalone
are the Sinn Fein Reformists tot-
ally wrong with respects to Rep-
ublicanism's <correct course Of
action, but they have also shown
themselves tobe completely devoid
of the. intellectual ability to
defend. even that-course of action
they have embarked on.

ONE IS NORMALLY COMPELLED TO HAVE
a2 certain fierce hatred for Refor-

equipped to manipulate the unten-
able position they advocate by
sheer double-talk. But Reformists
such as thebunch now in Sinn Fein,
who are also stupid to boot, at
best warrant but apaternal condes-
cension. A moronic Reformist is
a pitiful species of the human
race,and one that certainly could
never generate an emotionzlism
which would rise to the tempo of
"spite." We are sorry to disap-
point them, but we actually have
no personal spite whatever for the
present Sinn Fein Reformists. A
certain pity perhsps, but maost
assuredly not "spite";and if they
should feel otherwise, we are
forced to sttribute it to nothing
but a perverse egotism on their
.part.

THE ATTEMPT TO ANSWER THE CLEAR
and unambiguous political position
forwarded by .AN PHOBLACHT, by the
weak rejoiner that it is only spite,
has a certzin old-womanish tone
about it that 1s characteristic

intellectuslly

of dead-beat politicians. We have
no intention of wasting time arg-
uing on such a "garden gate'level.
We offer our idezs onthe needs of
Irish Republicanism,and leave the
clear-headed men evaluate them on
their merits. In the final analy-
sis, anyone who i1s deterred from
examining our proposals by the cry
that they only represent "spite,"
is of no use tothe Irish Regvolut-
ion,and is therefore of no inter-
est to us. We do not seek the
applause of zombies,but z dialogue
with those who are able.to think
for themselves and who arecapable
of assessing the worth of any idea
without guidance from official
puppeteers. It could well happen
that some of our ideas eare not
wholly correct;but if this is the
case let the man who thinks so
state his objections squarely. We
are always ready tolisten to sen-
sible and constructive criticism,
and we are willing to change on
any position proven wrong. But it
must first be shown that we are
wrang; - and this the Reformists
have failed to even tackle,not to
mind prove. To rant andrave about
Mtools of the Special Branch" and
personal '"spite" cannot obscure
this failure;and it is about time
all Republicans saw this type of
thing for what it reslly is: the
last ditch stand of bird-brained
politicians who donot possess two
particles of qgrey matter to rub
together.

TO OQUR_ READERS

BEGINNING WITH THIS ISSUE WE
will publish a series of articles
dealing with such things as argan-
ization, principles, the role of
the Army, etc. These shall serve
as a necessary introduction to a
"suggested" Draft Programme which
is in the process of compilation.

WE THINK IT NECESSARY TO DELVE
into matters such as the correct
relationship between the political
and military wings of a new effort.
This should ensble Republicans to
get a clearer picture on what is
needed when we begin tobuildanew

the Republican movement. We also
feel it 1s necessary to examine
the whole question of our Prin-

ciples, so0 as to define just what
we mean when we talk of them, and
what they stand for with respects
to social,politicsl, and economic
values. In all, we hope these
articles will be of some value to
all Republicans who wish to ret-
urn to the revolutionary road.
All suggestions and criticisms
will be welcome, and may be sent
through the usual channels.



POLITICS anD ORGANIZATION

BY EOIN McDONAILL

N REVOLUTION.

TODAY, REVOLUTION IS A HIGHLY

REVOLUTION IS SAID TO BE THE

sophisticated and technical pro- locomotive of history. Politics,
cess in beth its political and in turn, can be styled the loco-
organizational asspects. The time motive of revolution; while org-
of hephazard political understand- anizstion <can be seen as the

ing and elementary organizational tracks over which it proceeds to
techniques no longer suffice to its destination. In this context
oyerthrow the Ruling Class domina- the elements of politics and

tion of Steate Power. The machin-
ery of the state has become more
complex and all embracing;its de-
fensive organs more powerful due
to technological advancements;its
general awareness of danger more
sensitive, and its response to it
more rapid due to the ever-rising

orgenizatinn sre inextricasbly en-
twined;soc much so that their sep-
arate tresatment is in many respects
but a2 handy expedient to simplify
their examination.

SINCE POLITICS CONSTITUTE THAT
force which energizes arevolution

tides off revolutionary upheaval and keeps it headed 1in the cor-
throughout the world. Consequent- rect direction; the political or-
ly, the demands of revolutionary ganization, regardless of what

success have intensified. Success

shape or fnrmobjective conditions

now dictates a high degree of pol- dictate it assumes, must there-
itical understanding and capabil- fore represent the <core in the
ity on the part of revolutionaries, overall organizational network.
and also a high finesse in organ- It is of wutmost LImportance that

izational matters. Political
knowledge andunderstanding wedded
to saphisticated organizational
techniques are now the main tools
of the revolutionary organization
in its struggle to conguer power
in the modern state.

IN THE LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING,

Irish revnlutionaries in partic-
ular grasp the necessity of, and
the reasons for the dominance of
correct politics in revolution,
because it 1is a factor which has
contributed more than 1its share
to past setbacks.

IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THIS

the imadequacies of the Republican fundamental law of revolution, it
Movement, interms of revolutionary must be borne in mind that the
capability, should be readily ap- Irish struggle for liberation is
parent tothe perceptive observer. above all a political one. That

Its political direction and moti-
vation exemplifies aunity of con-
fused,contradictory and reaction-
ary trends,and its organizational

is to say:regardless of conditions
which may dictate that the issue
be contested primarily on a mil-
itary plane, it remains a strug-
gle between the political aspira-

framework is more suited to the . -

perpetuation of failure than to tions of the Irish people, and

the attainment of success. bive e@t;enched QDl%thal ;y;tem
of British Imperislism. Political
aspirations dictate in the first

WE HAVE DWELT ON THE POLITICAL
inadequacies of organized Repub-
licanism on numerous occasions.
Undoubtedly, they will have to be
covered again soas to demonstrate
more fully their incapacity to
meet the prevailing needs of the

instance that an armed struggle
be engaged in;and 1if these aspir-
ations are to be reaslized on the
termination of the armed struggle,
it is mandatory that they be for-
melized and organized in concrete
political terms, so that they can

pgople. However, what we would exert a commanding influsnce
like to stress now is that the throughout, and on the success of
failure of organized Republican- the conflict with imperialism.
ism to BJL.'.tUﬂE ltself DDllthall\/ Oﬂly Dy the aljDDtiGﬂ of such a
to changing conditions has, in course can it be assured that the
turn,resulted also in its failure srmed struggle will fulfil the
to restructure itself organizat- hopes which first sparked, and
ionally; with the result that at then bore it to fruition. Because

this juncture it is necessary not

although force can breask the con-

only to alter the political con- nection with imperialism, only
tent of Republlcamlsm, but also the presence of a2 correct politi-
its organizational content, if it cal guidance at the helm will en-
ls to be In a position to Fulfil sure that the connectlion remains

its traditional revolutionary

role.




-2 the form of an IRA

PAST EXPERIENCES TEND.TO..
tuttivate amongst—Irish-Republic-
&ans.,an.aversiony, and  even a down-
right. hostility towards politics.
Psst experiences,wherein the rev-
olutionary cause was "betrayed"
within the politicsasl organization,
are interpreted to justify the
complete rejection of paolitics as
the guiding force in the 1Irish
struggle. A purely military org-
anization, "protected agalnst the
temptations of politics," is seen
as the only answer.

WHAT SUCH INTERPRETATIONS FAIL
to take into considerstion is that
you cannot have a revolutionary
force which is purely military in
content. You could have s purely
military organization -- say in
divorced from
-all politics; in which case it
“elither fails dismally in azttempts

to secure mass support for its
Objects; or, its efforts sre ex-
ploited by 2 quasi-revolutionary
political organization. In many
respects this latter condition
applied, and continues to apply
in the relationship between the
IRA and Sinn Fein. In any event,
in the context af a "Liberation
Struggle" you simply cannot have
a revolutionary army divorced from
politics. Politics will determine
if the armed struggle is to de-
velop tec formidable proportions;
"and politics will decide the emer-
gence Or non-smergence of tangible
socig-economic benefits to the
people from that struggle. Hence,
the lesson to be lgarnt from pest
experiences is noet ta shun poli-
tics, but to ensure that the cor-
rect politics are in commang at
all times. o o

HAVING SHOWN THAT THE POLITICAL
organization must constitute the
guiding hsnd in 2 revolutionary
struggle, it is Nnecessary to amp-
lify on what is meant by such an
organizastion,the responsibilities
incurred and the role assumed by
its members in the struggle.

T0 BEGIN,
that 2 revolutionary
Organization is not a haven for
those who wish to participate in
the liberation struggle without
assuming all the risks involved.
It is not an O0rganization which
offers acertain protection to its
members, by limiting its involve-
ment to non-combative activity,
and thereby bestowing on its mem-

IT MUST BE EMPHASIZED
political

bars 3 defacto non-combative

status -- as isthe cose with Sinn
Fein. Because the political org-
anization represants the wvery.
heart of the revolution, its mem-
bers must of Necessity represent
the very fimest in revolutionary

Mmust_provide the

- Without ‘exception,

ranks.. The political organization
] leadership for,
and represent at least ahigh;per—

~cehtage“uf-therévolutionary army.

the members of
the political organization, both
male and female,must be militants
of an uncompromising calibrs, be-
tause it is their responsibility
not alone to grapple with, under-
stend and master the poli'ical
problems of the struggle,but also
to lead that struggle both ¢n the
battlefield and at the conference

table. In capsule form: it can
be said that while all members
of a revnlutionary political

organization must be fully com-
mitted militants;  all militants
in  the ranks of sz revolutionary
army need not necessarily be fully
developed revolutionaries in the
political sense. There are many
good sound men who do not possess
an aptitude or desire for involvue-
ment in political matters, and
they can play " an important and
Positive role inan army which en-
Jjoys the security of an uncompro-
mising political leadership. How-
ever, there 1is' no place in the
ranks of the political organizas-
tion for men who may be capable
politically, but who shrink From
the demands and committments of 2
militant posture. i

EVEN . FROM THIS BRIEF SKETCH T
is possible to ses at once the
difference between = correct re-
lationship of the political and
military arms, and an incorrect
relationship, as Presently exists
within the Republican Movement.
It can also be seen that acorrect
condition dictates not alone 3
drastic revision in the political
content of Republicanism,but also
an equally drastic restructuring
of the whole movement.

UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, AND
regardless of what may be thought
to the contrary, S5inn Fein enjoys
@ position of dominance over the
IRA; while at the same time it
Can avoid the harsher repercus-
sions from Republican activities
of an  azggressive nature, which
are invariably borne alone by the
IRA. This is sn because, since
politics must dominate inall such
situations, Sinn Fein must there-
fore unsvoidably possess the lead-
ing role,irrespective of what the
members of the IRA may think, and
regardless of the fact that the
IRA must bear alone the burden of

the struggle and carry out its
most dangerous assignments. In
addition, since Sinn Fein is con-

stitutionally endorganizationally
Separate from the IRA,its member-

ship is deemed, and rightly so, a2
mere seccnd-class threst by the
who will invariably hit

enemy,



hardest where it counts -- the man
with the gun in his hand. You
therefore have the psrasdox of Sinn
Fein possessing the lezding posi-
tion within the movement due to
its control of politics, while =2t
the same time representing but sz
secondary threat to the security
of theenemy due tothe limitztions
of its inpvolvement to constitut-
iongl political activity.Obvious-
ly,this contrediction is one which
has to be resolved before s mesn-
ingful'change can be said to have
taken place.

AS A GENERAL RULE IT CAN BFE
said that it has been the practice
for the potentially better men to
go into the IRA, while the more
politically dubious element grav-
itates 'to Sinn Fein. How else can
the presence of able-bodied men
who limit their committment to
Sinn Fein be explained? And what
about the Crisis of 1922, when
the majority of the 1RA held firm
to the Cause, while the decision
to take "the stepping stone" road
was determined by amajority with-
in Sinn Fein? It is futile to
contend that this potentially re-
actionary situstion has changed.
It cannot change or be thanged
for so long &as the conditions in
organizational relationships which
harbour and cultivate it prevail.

IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE THE
foregoing weaknesses it is neces-
sary,as we have sakid, to restruc-
ture the Republican effort sothet
revolutionary political aspira-
tions are clearly formulated and
organized in a position of dom-
inance. First of all, this would
require theestablishment of apol-
itical organization firmly foung-
ed on a selection of the more
stalward and politically determ-
ined elements; and this organiz-

ation, hsaving clarified the pol-
itical issues, would in turn pro-
ceed to reorgenize the military

wing inclose harmony with itself.
In the overall sense, s highly
disciplined and dedicated politico-
military "hard core" could then
proceed, according to avenues of
endesvour determined by objective
and subjective conditions, tn de-
velop and co-ordinate = mass sup-
port for its efforts.

IT SHOULD, PERHAPS, BE
stressed that this process entails
a8 disciplined politico-military
revolutionary orgasnizationzl com-
Plex which bases itself on mass
support; and does not represent
A mass movement, which implies g
conglomeration of diverse politi-
cal convictions. The Unwary very
often fall into the trap of inter-
Preting both to mesn the same
thing. This not so.

is

IT IS A FACT, FROYEN BEYOND
question by historical experience,
that & revolutionary organizastion
Can never become a "mass movement"
until after it hss conquered pol-
itical power. It is important to
realize this, and the reasons for
it, so as to avoid the snares of
reformists who talk incessantly
sbout organizing a "mass movement
for revolutionary action.

IF ONE GIVES BUT A MINUTE'S
thought to the question,it can be
seen that the demands of revolut-
ionsry action require a combin-
ation of two distinct entities; &
disciplined and tacticslly maobile
vanguard organization to lead the
struggle; and the mass support of
the people behind the efforts of
that vanguard. Here you have &
precision -geared effort in the
form of & vanguard organization,
which 1s capable of reacting to
any given situation with themini-
mum of deleay, debate and confus-
ion, and a mass support, which,
having accepted the leadership of
the vanguard, will readily adapt
itself to its changing needs and
demands. This is the only way in
which it is possible for s revol-
utionary effort to manoeuvre gf-
fFectively and swiftly in the face
of a materially superior enemy,
and at the same time concentrate
sn overasll popular pressure at a
desired point andwithin sffective
time limits. Under such condit-
ians you have = highly efficient,
disciplined and politically sound
vanguard force operating within
the context of a mass base. In
other words, a revolutionary org-
anization based on mass support.

IN DIRECT CONTRAST TO THE
foregning, stands the mass move-

ment concept, based on the "umb-
rella" theory. This organizat-
ional proposition is typical of

pseudo-revaolutionary thinking,and
is advanced as & corrective to
what 1s falsely construed as sec-
tariznism.According tothe crypto-
reformists, the revolutionary ef-
Fort cannot hope to progress if
it imsists onrestricting its con-
tent to the fully committed;which
in our case means fully committed
Irish Republicans, According to
them,this idea is far too NaTTow,
too sectarian. "We" are not
strong enough on our ouwn, they
will tell you; "we" must co-ordi-
nate our efforts with all shades
and forms of opposition under one
"umbrella", and in this manner
form an invincible mass movement.

Anvone whao has closely fFaollowed
the esvents of the past feuw years
will immediately recognize this

to be the line now pursued by the

Republican Movement.
g.



THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN A
mass movement and a revolutionary
organization bazsed on mass sup-
port should be obvious. The lat-
ter represents an organization
whose criterion is guality, and
whose object is leadership of the
people in a decisive struggle
against the enemy. The former
represents s movement whose guld-
ing motto is gusntity, and whose
purpose is to represent the peop-
le in political interplay with
the status guao.

IN A MASS MOVEMENT SITUATION,
the more advanced section must
invariably compromise, if it is
to secure a workable detente with
those who are less "extreme" thenm
they. In other words, the "prac-
tical"™ politicians in opposition
to the status guowillmost assur-
edly refuse to <come under the
same "umbrella” with those who
have hitherto beendeemed "extrem-

ists", wunless they are convinced
the latter have truly mellowed
and have discarded their more

On this basis
create a mass

"extreme.views".
it is possible to
movement ; but 1t canm never rep-
resent anything but a political
patchwork whose cohesion is main-
tained by an overall adherence to
compromise policies. Furthermore,
the very nature of a mass move-
ment determines that the support
it secures from the people will
be variegated; that is, the over-
all support will reflect the com-
position of the movement, and
will therefore lack that unity of
committment so essentisl to any
protracted confrontation with the
enemy .

WE WILL READILY ADMIT THAT ON
the event of s serious crisis, z
Republican Movement which hadcom-
mitted itself to the mass move-
ment line, could rapidly and suc-
cessfully mobilize an effort, and
even see it committed to s truly
revolutionary course of action.
However, the essential facts can-
not be obscured or circumvented.
On such an eventuslity, =a unani-
mity forrevolutionary actionwith-
in amass movement iscreated by ex-
ternal pressures =alone, rather
than by a2 unity of internal con-
viction. Consequently, an adroit
manoeuvering by the enemy, aimed
at temporarily mitigating the
politicsl or economic pressure in
certain aress, can successfully
undermine the cohesion of the mass
movement, and thereby effectively
disrupt its revolutionary moment-
um.

TO SUGGEST THAT ON SUCH AN
eventuality theregvolutionary fac-
tion could counteract by seizing

‘the event of an internal

Pprepared

frequently in the

sole control,is to blandly ignore
certain pertinent facts. First:
since the popular support for the
effort has beerm built in terms
dictated by ‘the patchwork nature
of the mass movement, the trans-
formation ~te -sole revolutionary
control is not limited to within
the confines of the movement. The
issug has to be contested both in-
ternally and externally, which
will bring into play all the sec-
tional imterests and personal
loyalties, with the result that
serious disruption is inevitable,

and the avoidance of a complete
fragmentation nothing short of a
miracle. Revolution -is not suc-

cessfully pursued by such s re-
liance on _miracles. Sgcondly:
the revolutionary faction itself
must be considered. If this fac-
tion pursues amass movement line,
it must reorientate itself both
psychologically and organization-
ally to complement the particular
demands ©of the mass movement;
otherwise it cannot hope to mobi-
lize or participate in 1it. On
crisis
in the mass movement, the revolu-
tionaries cannot therefore be
either psychologically
or organizationally to seize con-
trol, because the demands of such
action stand in direct contradic-

tion to the demands of participa-

tion in a2 mass movement.

IT IS EASY ENOUGH FOR POLITICALLY
naive people to confuse the fund-
amental differences between avan-
guard organization bssed on mass
support, and a mass movement. In
our own situation, the mass move-
ment line now being pushed in the
Republican Movement 1is nothing
more thean & wvarilation of the
"United front" tactic as used so
past by Euro-
pean Communist Parties. As a2
course of saction, this particular
interpretation of "United Front"
tactics hss proven relatively
successful for the pursuance of
limited goals; but the hard fact

is,they have never proven capable
of providing 2 base for revolut-
ionary success. This is the cru-
cial point, and the one which de-
termines our attitude on the que-

stion. To be sure, it zppears
different, in degree at least,

from the coutrse pursued by Irish
Republicanism over the past forty
years. But this can hardly be
considered progress in light of
the fact that the "mass movement
line"™ was &essentially that pur-
sued during the 1917-22 period;
and look at what developed from
it then! It can hardly be denied
that on that occasion the results
were substantially as we have
depicted they must be throughout
this discourse. And there has



been innumerable instances be-
tween then and now to demonstrate
the inherent wesaknesses of the
arrangement, so that - there 1is
really no excuse for it to hazppen
again in Ireland.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT REPUBLICAN
activists grapple with and under-
stahd problems such as these,
because today we are fzced not
‘merely with .re-gstablishing the
military -punch in” Republicanism,

but in fact with the more compre-.-.

hensive™ task of re-estsblishing
the whole effort from the ground
Up « Not only must Republicanism
be rearmed, it must be rebuilt.
The.present trend towards z total
reliance on non-vidlent methods
1s but a symptom of the decay
which has undermined the old fou-
ndations of the Irish Revolution.
As a result, it will not suffice
to just aim st the opening of yet
another military campaign,because
for so long asthe political foun-
dations upon which such s campaign
must be based remain unrenewed,
the campaign itself must inevita-
bly end in failure. It is for
this reason that we have stressed
throughout the vital need for an
understanding and mastery of pol-
itical questions. This does not
mean that we underestimate the
importance of the military ele-
ment; far from it. But it does
mean that we fully appreciate the
overall decisive nmature of poli-
tics inthe revolutionary process.
Furthermore, we know from histor-
ical experience that unless acor-
rect perspective 1is maintained
from the very outset on the poli-

tical guestion, the military ef-
fort, no matter how thoroughly
prepared, lacks depth; so that

although it may bespectacular for
a period, it cannot possess that
declslive element of success.

IN CONCLUSION, TO REITERATE IN
capsule form the gist of the
article:

POLITICS REPRESENT THE DETERM-
ining factor in revolution. Con-
sequently, it is necessary not
only . to formalize revolutionary
aspirations in econcrete political
terms, but it is alsn Necessary
to organize them 1in a commanding

&

position from the outset.

IN TERMS OF TODAY'S CONDITIONS,
this mezns that Irish Republicans
of 2 revolutionary calibre must,
by some means, come together in
secret council and hammer out
their aspirations in the form of
a Draft Programme.
bzsis of such a programme, s Rev-
olutionary Political Organizati
must be founded. ta serve

‘itself.-

“be, 2nd is in mearked

Then, on th&.

means of co-ordinating the labours
of all the revolutionary activists;
to recruit on » highly selective
basis new revolutionary elements;
and to train cadres tofunction in
leadership positions in an expan-
ded orgsnizational fremework.

HAVING ESTABLISHED ITSELF,
and having formalized its activ-
ities, the Political Organization
must -then regroup 2 military org-
anization in <close harmony with
It must provide the main
leadership for the Rrmy ; and un-
less specific circumstances de-
termine to the contrary, sll mem-
bers of the Political Organiza-
tion must function as dynamic el-
ements at all levels of the Army.
In this context, it will be seen
that it is no longer the man who
only shoulders the gun who repre-
sents the greater threat to the
status guo, but the politically
conscious and competent member of
the Political Orgesnization who
2lso shoulders the gun. As a con-
sequence, the political personel
will become the prime targets of
the enemy, because they are dang-
erous not alone through the ideas
they propagate, but also through
their committment to fight at all
times in the front ranks for the
realization of those ideas . Again,
this is as it should. be and must
comrtrast to
the present role played by Sinn
Feinm.

HAVING SECURELY STRUCTURED
its effort to this paoint, it is
then necessary for the politico-
military organizational complex
to extend, through the medium of
subsiduary orgsnizations,its con-
nections with the broad mass of
the people. In practice, this
secondary ring of so-called "Front
Organizations" need only be cre-
ated in skeleton form prior to
the opening of the revolutionary
offensive. The skeleton can, as
it were, assume itsflesh snd mus-
cle during the course of the open
struggle, and under the stimulus
of it. However, it is necessary
to have this "skelgton" structure
formalized at least on paper, and
the personnel to be sllotted to
its key positions selected before-
hand; otherwise bodies of support
under independent parties may em-
erge, and represent s source of
future trouble.

FOR 0BVIOUS REASONS WE HAVE NOT
dwelt on the more technical asp -
ects of organization. These
questionms are, at any rate, ones
which would have to be decided on
by an actusl effort that had been
set inmotion. In addition, neith-
er haves we dealt with what we be-

L
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lieve should be the fundamental
political content of such -an ef-
fort. This is » subject which re-
quires separate treatment; and 2s
well,it pertains to factors which
can only bedecided on by agather-
ing of revolutionaries to determ-

ine such matters. What we have
endeavoured to do is to draw =
general overall picture, and show

ulus

ues to be,

the correct relationship between
the

basic elements within it.
This canat least serve as astim-
for more detsiled study
amongst therevolutionary inclin-
gd groups, and thereby agitate for
the setting up of a trulyrevolu-
tionszry organization in Ireland.
This has always been,and contin-
our primary object.

TO "PLOTTERS"

A WARNING

WE REPRINT BELOW A RECENT
Sinn Fein directive which hascome
into our possession,to demonstrate
the amateurishness of their at-
tempts tooffset themany pertinent
questions raised by AN PHOBLACHT.
Uf course they have not the guts
to name OUT paper,but it is clear
enough what they are getting at.

* * *

SINN FEIN
IT HAS BEEN-BROUGHT TO THE NOTICE
of the Ard Comhairle that members
of the Republican Movement are as-
spciating‘with,and/or; expressing
the views of & reactionary (?)
group nutside the Republican Mov-
ement. While it -is understood
that revolutionary and militant
expressions find favour with odd
individuals,the present policy of
the Republican Movement does not
contemplate such s course of act-
ion,and disciplinary action is at
present contemplated against cer-
taln individuals. It is the duty
of all earnest republicans to
report swuch individuals tocthe Ard
Comhairle.

"THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT MUST
guard against the infiltration of
its ranks by splinter groups and

their =attendant Special B&ranch
contacts, and present a united
front at all times."

* * ¥*

THE FIRST INTERESTING POINT ABOUT
this epistle is the admission it
makes. We ~have said all azlong
that the leadership of the Repub-
lican Movement had sold out the
Irish Revolution; and we have,
amongst other things, been called

agents of the Special Branch for
saylng so. Yet, 1in their own
directive they admit outright
that this is true. They say:

"While..revolutionary andmilitant
expressions  find favour with odd
individuals, the opresent policy
of the Republican Movement does
not contemplate such a course of

action." Take note of the phrase-
ology: "does not contemplste such
2 course of action." In other

11

words, they oppose'revolutionary
and militant expressions" because
these advocate a course . .of action
contrary to that of the R.M. Now,
if the R.M. oppeses.revolutionary
action, it must advocate constit-
utional action. This is &exactly
what we have claimed all along
and because we have done so we
must obviously be agents of the
Special Branch, because who but
the Specizl Branch would suggest
that Republicans must pursue a
revolutionary course of action if
they are to remain true to their
heritage? This is a gueer and
twisted sort of logic,the product
of mentally retarded and politic-
ally depraved individuals. It is
about time all Republicans zwoke
to the fact.

WITH RESPECTS TO THE REFERENCE
to"splinter groups and their att-
endant Special Branch contacts, "
let this be clearly understood by
all concerned: insofar as we are
referred to, we hold all leading
figures of the "fake" left, along
with their puppets responsible
for such base slanders, and as of
now consider ourselves at liberty

to take cOrrective measures --
without further warnings being
issued --when we deem it necessary.

WE SERIOUSLY ADVISE ALLREFORMISTS,

be they of the "fake" left or
"fake'" Republicans, that we are
nelther amateurs nor platform

revolutionaries; we mean what we
say, and the sooner they get that
through their thick skulls the
better sll round. The reformists
can go0 their own road; but the
sooner they stop trying tocash in
on our revolutionary heritage the
better. That is nmot of their dom-
ain. We donot deny them the free-
dom to express their views; and
we certainly will not be cowed

into silence on ours. They had
better learn to livs with this
fact. For their own good.

WHERE DO YOU
STAND 'FOR ACTION?
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