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QOGONIS PICKET SHELL

The annual shareholders meeting of
Shell was picketed by members of the
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni
Peoples. They called for the release of 19
Ogoni activists who are being held in
Nigerian prison. The Ogoni prisoners
who are being held on trumped up
charges of murdering four tribal chiefs
face squalid conditions and torture.

Last year nine Ogoni activists including
Ken Saro-Wiwa were executed by tie
Nigerian military government after being
railroaded on these same charges. The
Nigerian state is kept in power through
money supplied by Shell which has
exploited and poisoned Ogoniland for
decades.

In Galway, the Ogoni Solidarity Group has
been active for some time in highlighting
the chaos and destruction which Shell has
caused in Ogoni. The groups actions 10
date has gained a massive amount of pub-
licity in both the local and national media,

At present the Ogoni Solidarity Group are
planning to launch a fresh campaign and

FIGHTING TALK

Magazine of Antl-Fascist Action who’re dedicated to fighting fas-
clsm and racism by ANY means necessary.
With an excellent mix of actlon-packed tactics, reports and analysis
for militant Anti-fascists. For a 4 Issue Sub, send £6.00 to:

A.F.A P.O.Box 3355, Dublin, Ireland.

appeal to all those who would like to get
involved and show their support, to attend
their public meetings.

For more information on the Ogoni
Peoples and Ogoni Solidarity Group
meetings in Galway
TEL: 091 - 565589

SHELL

KILLS
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WE VE GOT THE
POWER!

COP ATTACK

Residents of Summerhill in Dublin, who have
been actively tackling the drugs trade in their
community, were subjected to an unprovoked
vicious onslaught by 40 gardai in September. In
full riot gear and carrying batons and riot
shields, the cops attacked the Summerhill resi-
dents with police dogs as they gathered for an
anti-druds protest. 12 people were injured in the
attack, including several children and a pregnant
woman who subsequently suffered a miscar-
riage.

The brutal assault by cops on peaceful protest-
ers was set against a backdrop of deteriorating
relations between north inner city residents and
gardai, who have been targeting and intimidat-
ing anti-drugs activists in the area on top of their
usual harassment of local communities.

LIMERICK RIOT

Seventeen youths, amongst them a 16 year old
boy, were arrested by cops after a riot in
Limerick on September 8th involving 200 peo-
ple. As usual, the authorities have tried to put
the whole thing down to the consumption of
alcohol in nightclubs by those involved, rather
than the provocative heavey-handed tactics
employed by the gardai at closing time.

ELSEWHERE

The Australian Liberal Government bore the
rath of class warfare as over 25,000 people
merged in Canberra to express their anger which
was the largest ever anti-government protest
seen in Australia for over 20 years. Class anger
boiled on to streets after continuing laws
inforced against union activity. Not to mention
billions of dollars in budget cuts effecting all
areas of working

class life, including the dockers, miners and
consruction workers.

Near the end of the demonstration, as thousands
gathered around the Parliament building, hun-
dreds more where on the attack storming the
building screaming to the Prime minister, who
was hiding with other government ministers,
“Johnny we're coming to get you™.

Their Riot cops were put to the test, being
beaten back by working class anger, both here
in Ireland and elsewhere as what little rights we
have are taken away by the Rich.

As anarchists we fully support the right of all
our class to go on the attack. It not only scares
those who seek to keep us in line but it also
gives a boost to class unity and class pride,
showing all those who stand in our way
that...We've got the power!
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The world is our

picket line

Workers nationwide have been getting organ-
ised and fighting back against the ill treatment
that is continually dished out by the bosses.
World-wide, strikes have always been the
means of attack by which workers have said
enough is enough!

Dunnes stores, one of Irelands largest family
employers, has been at the centre of yet another
strike which resulted in the temporary closure of
it's branch-
es. Roughly
7000 work-
ers took m
strike action [}
following P&
the betrayal ﬂ
of promises =&
by Dunnes

to improve BE
bad work ?
conditions A
and low pay

along with
other
demands [
from the pre-

vious strike held last year.

Workers from the ‘Royal Dublin’, a high class
hotel, came out in strike after having put up with
years and years of shit pay and bad treatment.
In the 6 counties, postal workers also went on
strike along with Britain’s postal workers as
bosses were enforcing crap rules and regula-
tions.

‘Welman International’ in Kells, Co.Meath, was
closed for 12 weeks as the company’s 260
workers decided to go on strike, and a strike in
Bus Eireann looks likely to begin on October
14th as an overwhelming majority of workers
voted ‘yes’ to industrial action.

North and South, England, Ireland and the
world over, workers have to continually fight
for better treatment and conditions. All work-
places are run by the Rich for the Rich, so its no
wonder workers’ interests are not on the adgen-
da, no matter how small the business. The Rich
is organised international and so too must be
worker’s unity. The Liverpool dockers’ strike is
a good example of international solidarity as
- dockers in
: l various
coutries
have  suc-
cessfully
boycotted
the compa-
ny’s vessels.

Strikes are
an extremely
powerful
source  in
which to
express
working
class anger.
France saw a
complete ‘shut-down’ of public transport in
Paris along with an economy crisis as shops and
husinesses were temporarily closed down, and
South Africa saw 180,000 civil servants in
Zimbabwe on strike due to false promises and ill
treatment carried out by the State’s government.
After just 2 weeks, the strike had proved victo-
rious as workers demands were met.

At some stage, workers internationally will be
pushed too far and will realise their power as a
united force to combat bosses. We have the
potential to run all industry for the needs of all
our class, which is what we as anarchists aim to
do as the world is our picket line.
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Law Reform & Inequality

With the Coalition Government Labour
Minister for Equality & Law Reform Mervyn
Taylor putting together the new laws on
Equality, a first for the 26 counties since its
formation in the twenties, you've got to ask
what has actually prompted them into
developing such an Act ?

Some say its all down to the high level of
inequality within Irish society from the
home, to school, to the workplace and to
the grave, brought on by the influence the
Church has in the running of the country.
That could well be the case as their wealth
and their sordid values are widespread.
Super Unions like SIPTU have stated that
such an Act would take pressure off
Management (& workers) as Sexual
Harassment in the workplace wasn't
uncommon in Ireland. How kind of them to
noticel

Nevertheless Mervyn Taylors' actions have
been prompted by the growth in racism
shown towards Travellers here in recent
years. He visited Galway's (Third World)
Hillside earlier this year amist the TV hype
as he was greeted by members of Galway
Traveller Support Group. After the cam-
eras left, the group booked a room at the
Atlanta Hotel on Dominic Street in May, to
host a meeting of Traveller Primary Health
Care workers, the Western Health Board
and Travellers in the Galway area. The fol-
lowing day GTSG were informed that the
room was already booked. The Group then
changed the time of the meeting and were
told that the room was definitely free. The
person from the hotel asked would there be
Travellers at the meeting and appeared dis-
pleased to hear that there would. Then as
the room was definitely free the booking
went ahead. The following day the Atlanta
Hotel cancelled the booking saying that
they had double booked.

The Galway Traveller Support Group where
in no doubt as to why the booking was can-
celled. Travellers face this kind of discrimi-
nation every day of their lives. The group
then called on all community organisation
to boycott the hotel to show solidarity with
Travellers. Travellers are also discriminat-
ed in school and in the workplace. Mervyns
Bill is said to be an attempted to curb the
increase in this racism and put an end to
pubs and nite-clubs banning Travellers
from their premises. We are in no doubt
that this racism will continue as long as any
section of our class is alienated in this way.
The Church and the Government can't pro-
mote equality when they're the ones who
created it. Our class alone, united in one
movement, hold the key to ending such
prejudice - not the Church and the State as
they’d have you believe.

ANARCHISTS MEETINGS

If you think you're a bit of an
anarchist then why not come
along to Ainriail meetings
& get involved !

Write to our address for details
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ANARCHISM
AND ORGANISATION

The Local Group

The past number of years or so has seen an
upsurge of interest in Anarchism in Ireland, and
one of the results of this has been the formation
of city and town based local anarchist groups.
Some have flourished while others have come
and gone without anyone noticing.

Ainriail though essentially a local anarchist
group, is a firm believer in the value of National
organisation, in anarchists throughout the coun-
try being able to unite around a set of ideas and
from there develop agreed policies, strategy and
tactics. It is the aim of Ainriail to help build a
National anarchist organisation in Ireland.
However Ainriail still believes that when work-
ing properly, Autonomous local anarchist
groups have an important, if not vital, role to
play in the wider anarchist movement.

The Local anarchist groups should be broad
based enough to allow newcomers with little
knowledge of anarchism to participate, but
defined and co-ordinated enough to bring peo-
ples politics on. In short, local groups should be
seen as a staging post and a contact point for
new people - not the be all and end all of anar-
chist organisation. Their primary function must
be to spread the basic ideas of anarchism in a
coherent manner and to give newcomers an
entry point to the movement as a whole.

For this to be able to happen, local groups must
have a bottom line - a basic requirement for
acceptance. This must be that the group as a
whole and each individual within it believe in
Class Struggle Anarchism. Anarchism has
always been a working class movement and can
only be put into practise with the participation
of the mass of working class people and after a
successful struggle against the ruling class.

Class struggle must therefore be the central
plank of any anarchist’s ideas, with everything
else secondary. From there it follows that no
anarchist organisation can function(Let alone be
effective) if it includes people who don’t accept
this basic belief.

Pursuing an ‘Open Door’ policy where anyone
using the term ‘Anarchist’ , regardless of their
politics, is allowed to participate is one of the
main reasons that Anarchist groups fail. It
means that the group can only agree on what it
is opposed to (if even that) and cannot carry out
its main job - telling people what anarchism is.
This is why Ainriail has adopted the basic ‘This
is Ainrail’ statement which appears in each
issue of our publication, as the minimum agree-
ment necessary for joining our collective, which
has built up quite a number of anarchist contacts
in many parts of the country.

It’s unfortunate that groups should have to do
this, but it stems from the fact that it’s easy for
people to call themselves anarchists without
understanding what the word actually means.
So, a bottom line has to be established - so as not
to exclude anyone who's genuinely interested
and so that we can collectively state our class
struggle anarchist beliefs. At the end of the day
what matters is that the movement is able to put
across genuine anarchist ideas clearly. ‘Open
Doors’ make this impossible.

Local groups can also suffer from over-organi-
sation; for instance, via the setting up of a formal
membership scheme usually with strict adher-
ence to a set of ‘rules and regulations’. Such a
formal structure tends to ‘demand’ active
involvement, though not in the context of such
activism being essential to the class war (as
indeed such involvement is) but solely because
the ‘rules’ dictate it. It can lead to the unintend-
ed suppression of individual initiative within the
group, possibly resulting in a waning of enthusi-
asm amongst members and a likely fall in group
membership. If you want to define your anar-
chism and build a strong organisation then help
create a national anarchist organisation in
Ireland. Let local groups be what they’re best at
- loose and activity based, and linked to the
international anarchist movement.

A serious problem with broad-based anarchist
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groups is lack of direction. There are so many
causes and campaigns to get involved in that
activists can quickly become burned out or disil-
lusioned. However, sheer lack of time and ener-
gy usually forces local groups to eventually con-
centrate on a few of the many worth while areas
such as community based actions, solidarity with
prisoners as part of the ‘ Anarchist Black Cross’,
aiding workers during industrial disputes and
producing a regular bulletin. While all this activ-
ity is good, local groups must combine it with
education and debate on anarchism itself, other-
wise we just end up as do-gooders tail ending a
million worthy causes (bob-a-job anarchism), or
a rent a mob charging around every demo, with-
out any clear idea why (this produces adrenaline
addicts, not anarchists). Activity is pointless
without education and visa-versa.

During discussions and debates before and after
the Ainriail/Organise Conference this year, the
collective discussed the possibilities of the anar-
cho-syndicalist strategy of community ‘Locals’
and workplace ‘Networks’. We intend to pro-
duce the

To summarise, local anarchist groups in Ireland
are, as elsewhere, vital to the wider anarchist
movement. They have, and will continue to
have, an essential role in spreading the basic con-
cepts of anarchism in a given area of the country
- and often, beyond. They are an important ini-
tial focal point for newcomers to anarchism, and
together constitute the foundation of the wider
anarchist movement.  Though remaining
autonomous, through the formation of a strong,
national organisation in Ireland, the local Irish
anarchist groups will be able to speak with one
voice, be heard and be effective. This is the
desired aim of Ainriail. We see it as an essential
step in the struggle for social revolution.

INSIDE NEXT ISSUE:

Anarchism and Imperialism
Anarcho-News on the Internet

Class Warfare and lots More in
your X-Mas edition !
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ABC

Anarchist Black Cross

Uhe ABC is an Infernational Network of
local, autonomous groups, meaning that
each group is free to carry out work
demanded by their local situation,
However, each local group is, as part of
the collective, responsible and account-
able to the other member groups. The
Collective supports the work of ABC
through our paper Ainriail.

Last issue, we reported on the possibility of
the government proposing a referendum on
the bail laws in the ‘Republic’. As we go
to press, John Bruton commented “that due
to no differences among the parties in gov-
ernment, legisla-
tion for the referen-
dum is to be pub-
lished in weeks” .

Injustice minister
Nora Owen has
been telling us that
the incoming laws
on bail will only be
used against crimes
such as dealing in
drugs, murder, and
rape, which is
already low for re-
offences that people commit in this country
while out on bail.

Around 20% of circuit court cases are
already used to lock up our class for not
being guilty or because they ‘could’ interf-
fere with juries.

TAKING LIBETIE
Magazine of the Anarchist Black Cross
which supports
class-struggle prisoners.

121 Railton Rd, London, SE24 England |

Priced 50p donations welcome '
Almost half of new prisoners are on
remand, according to the recent prisons
report. The new bail laws will be brought
in “to punish prisoners not for what they
may have done but for something that the
Gardai and the court believe they will do in
the future”, the Irish Council for Civil
Liberties said.

The referendum to change the laws on bail
is now set to be held on Thursday,
November 28th and going by what has
been said so far in the media - all political
parties including the new ‘Socialist Party’
are in favourof it and they expect it will be
passed.

If the removal of
bail passes, it will
mean the cops
can hold people
for months on
end or even up to
" a year without
having been on
trial. The cops
will also be able
to use new laws
to scare people
with detention,
which can lead to innocent people incrimi-
nating themselves, family and friends.
This year alone has seen an increase in sui-
cides while in custody, and if it passes,
prison suicides will certainly increase dra-
matically. Recent figures show that in
Britain, remand prisoners are over four

times more likely to kill themselves than
those who are convicted. This uncertainty
will also give rise to stress, along with the
added anger at the thought of being locked
up even if you're innocent and this is just
one of our reasons to vote NO. Contacts,
supporters and friends of Ainriail are
already organising to create as much
knowledge, information posters and pro-
poganda around how important it is to
smash the nice idea of how good a ‘yes’
vote would be, It may be impossible, given
the continuing anti-working class lype in
the media recently and leading up to the
November 28th referendum. Some say it
will only be a matter of time before the
government push it through as law, even if
the referendum doesn’t pass this bill - but

LETTERS

Dear Ainriail,

| bought a copy of your magazine recently
and enjoyed it. It was a breath of fresh air to
at last read an anarchist publication with a
down to earth, solid working class
approach. The contents of Ainriail is
relevent to our class and its' struggle
against the Rich. Many anarchists dwell
to much on historical events in anarchist
history and tend to ignore a lot of what mat-
ters now to our class. | look forward to fur-
ther issues of Ainriail. Keep up the good
work.

In solidarity
Dermot/ Limerick

Dear Ainriail,

The article carried in issue 4 ‘Anarchism
and the North’ was a positive stance to take
on the National Question. | had wonderd if
| was the only person within the ‘left’ , both
in England and of course in the 32 counties
who felt that pejther Loyalism or
Republicanism benefit the working class.
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the chances of that happening is slim.

Whatever happens, the fact remains that the
right to bail is a Civil Right.

On November 28th

VOTE

NO

It's about time that all anarchists woke up to
the reality of the North. Like Loyalism,
Republicanism is statist and cannot be sup-
ported in anyway by true anarchists. The
Republican movements ‘middle class’ polit-
ical thought has always contained the
ideals of a united capitalist Ireland and as
for Loyalism,well, its just shit. No to
Republicanism/Loyalism - No to Statism!
Chris/London.

Aniriail replies: As one of our immediate
aims as an Anarchist Collective on the
issue of the North, is to change the minds of
Anarchists in Britian, Europe etc. who sup-
port to a degree the Republican movement.
As anarchists , we reject links with all boss-
as,0range & Green. A divided working
class only serves the interests of statists -
Republican or Loyalist, Israeli or
Palestinian, Greek or Turk Cypriot or Serb
and Croat, the list is endless. We are not
Marxist/Leninists but Anarchists. Our slo-
gan remains for all to see, ‘NO WAR BUT
THE CLASS WAR..

We welcome letters on all sub-
jects which you fine maybe of

interest to our readers
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PROMINENT ANARCHISTS
Past & Present

Nestor Makhno

themselves

pitted against
both the capitalistic Whites as well as the
‘state’ capitalist Bolsheviks (from which
Makhno initialy hoped for help). While
Makhno was a suprime military officer, his
forces were eventually overwhelmed by the
combined strength of the White and Red
armies. Neither Bolshevik or White,
Makhno resisted the false solutions of cen-
tralization and authority until the bitter end.

BOOKS ON
MAKHNO

The Struggle Against The State
And Other Essays’
By Nestor Mankhno Priced £6.95

‘History of the Makhnovist
Movement’
By Peter Arshinov Priced £5.00

‘My Visit To The Kremlin’
By Nestor Makhno Priced £1.00

The above books are available by mail
order from AK Press at:

AK DISTRIBUTION
P.O.Box 12766
Edinburgh
Scotland

If you enjoy
what you've
read so far,
then why not
check out
these
publications

BAD ATTITUDE
121 RailtonRd,
London, SE24,
England.£1 Radical
Womens magazine
with great internation-
al news coverage.

CONTRA FLOW
56a Infoshop,
56 Crampton St,
London, SE17
England.
Euro- bulletin.

COUNTER
INFORMATION
c/o Transmission, 28
King St., Glasgow,
G1 5QP, Scotland.
national and intema-
tional struggles.

ORGANISE!
P.O.BOX 505,
Belfast, N.Ireland.
Regular  Anarcho-
Syndicalist Magazine
from the north.

WARZINE
1/5 Donegal Lane,
Belfast,N.Ireland.

WORKERS
SOLIDARITY
P.0.BOX 1528,
D ublin

60p Regular paper
from the W.S.M.

BLACK FLAG
BM Hurricane,
London,England.£1
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