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the First World War and the UN to abolish the reasons which
caused the Second World War. The task is, however, to
abolish those reasons which may lead to the Third
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Comment

1980 has been a great year for war-mongers. Events in
Afghanistan and Iran have been exploited to the full by the
enemies of detente. These same events have been equally
exploited to further the political careers of Jimmy Carter and
Ronald Reagan among others.

Nearer to home, Margaret Thatcher has seized the
opportunity to strike a Churchillian pose in peacetime while,
at the same time, imposing war-time austerity on the poor.
Even Charles Haughey got in on the act with his talk of
‘wars and rumours of wars’ and his support for the abortive
Olympic boycott.

The failure of the boycott and the success of the Olympics
was one indication that the power and influence of the US
State Department is not what it used to be. The present
generation is not as amenable to a Cold War climate as was
its predecessor in the Fifties.

Yet there is no doubt that the process of detente has been
seriously undermined. The arms race which now consumes
the bulk of the intellectual and material resources of
mankind is accelerating. Sections of the Western media are
acclimatising public opinion to accept a Third World War as
inevitable. The same influential voices which, in the Thirties,
called for appeasement with Nazi Germany can now be
heard urging ‘toughness’ and ‘firmness’ towards the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries.

The Right is on the march throughout the Western world.
The growth of neo-fascist terror is but one symptom of a
more general trend. The logical conclusion of this trend is a
war in which there will no be winners, only losers.

Positive action for peace on a global scale is an urgent
necessity. Peace is too important a matter to be left to the
statesmen or to the machinations of secret diplomacy. The
best response to the growing war climate is a popular
consciousness for peace. Every decent person wants peace;
now is the time to win it. y




Honouring
Wolie Tone

The following address was defivered by
Francie Donnelly ai the Sinn Féin The
Workers® Party Wolfe Tone
Commemaoration.

Francie Donnelly is a member of
Magherafelt District Council.

1 have oaly one theme to elaborate and that
relates totally 1o Northern Ireland.

1t is probably impossible to oversiress the need
for understanding the realities of life in Northern

Ircland. For we have experienced a decade of

wviclence and terrorism, a period when politics as
it is generally known in Western Europe has
virtually vanished, a massive upturn in um-
employment  with almost  total  economic
stagnation facing us by the end of 1581,
continmwed and tragic division in the working class
and what only can be described as gross stupidity
and downright criminal incompetence on the
part of the responsible government &t
Westminster in failing o secure progressive

development  in

easonable in Northern
Ireland would agree with what | have said — and
yet woubd want to add — ‘but’.

It is dm ‘but” which provides us with the
for Peace, Dumnqmml?nliu.

Attitisdes 1o Peace in Northern Ireland are a
positive manner of establishing what is believed
about events there.

For example if one holds that *there is a war
of liberation taking place in the North™ then
Peace can only come when one side has won the
war. Sinn Féin The Workers' Party are on record
almast since the beginning of the 705 as rejecting
thas concept.

Our position on temrorism is quite clear,

alibough many attempts have been made from
the right 1o the Trotskyist ultra-left 1o confuse
prople &s to what our view is.

We do not believe that car bombs st shops and
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public houses, the murder of policemen, the
gunning down of workers either in their homes
or on the way to of from work constitute a "'war
of Bberation™ or conversely, what is understood
by Protestant paramilitaries, as “‘the defence of
liberty™".

Such acts must be described by their correct
mame; they are acts of ferorism

or upconsciously o hinder the march
of the working clkss 1o state power, towards the
establishment of a socialist society.

Peace is for us an sbsolute priority and we are
convinced that it is the view of the majority of
citizens in Norbern Ireland.

But bt me make it clear, that we are in favour
of Peace s no cunning attempt by Sinn Féin The
Workers' Pariy 1o lull the Protestant majority
into some sense of security. We are in favour of
Peace, both nationally and imternationally,
because we believe that it is an infinitely more

Equally we are in favour of Peace, because we
believe in the unity of the working class, led by
our Party, the Party of the working class, in
order that we may win State power for our class.

We do not disguise our goal — it is chear — itis
a legitimate, democratic political objective.

The steps to Peace are intricate and
demanding: we are under no illusions. But it is
obtainable. As we reject the terrorist, we equally
reject those who propose military solutions, who
say that Peace and consequently
politics can only came after. After what? The
continued presence of troops on the streets, the
searches, the arrests, the beating up of suspects,
the oagoing use of anti-democratic legislation,
the alienation of the young, the disillusionment
and despair of thousands? When do we have
Peace?

And let me say also that we reject that

notorious sentence “an acceptable level of
wvinlence™.

For us violemoe of any sort can never be
mcceptable.

The issue of Pesce is linked inextricably with
the fundamentals of Democracy and Human or

Civil Rights. Peace, if it is real, is woven through
the political fabric of society.

‘We have made real gains. The
the socialists, the democrats and the republicans
have fought long and hard for those under the
banner of Civil Rights.

However ome of the ket promoted by the
Hibernian-Nationalist Soclal Democratic Labour
Party and some of their fellow travellers of the
Further right and the Troaskyist ulra-lefu is that
Sinn Féin The Workers' Party favours a return
tothe old Stormont.

How cheap. How scurrilous but above all how
damned politically and historically stupid. There
«an be no going back either in time or in politics.
Stormont existed as the bastion of Orange-
Unionist power and privilege and that pawer and
privilege has been broken for ever.

The once Tory monalith has been broken and
there are numerous contradictions between the
mmlmwwwmwmmn
their counterpart the Social Democratic Labour
Party are equally fragmented

proportional wadon;
Fair E:mp!w Acts, Equal Opportunity Acts,

And there also have been major changes in the
‘economic structure of society with the arrival of
major new industries, although not in any way
sulfichent,

The point is that changes have occurred in the
economic and political fabric of Nosthern
Ireland and that it is absalute nonsense to talk
about a retarn 1o the “'old Stormont™.
much work remains m be done on the

oar demand for
mwalwmwmmu
wnl’mhhmﬂymm if the

last vestiges of . racist and nationalistic
hatred are to be ‘ot of the community.
‘This ks no empty slogan as some would have it

who can see no reform, no frans-
formation taking place other than the vague,



eynical and despairing slogan ** Brits Out™,

But rights would be meaningless in a political
wiscuim. Hence our demand for democracy.

Yet once again we are confronted with a set of
ambiguous viewpolnts. Some who are mast
vociferous about *“smashing the Orange State™
absolutely refuse to concede that the
establishment  of democratic  politics and
institutions is a major advance on previous
positions.

Here one can only say that their opposition is
both criminal lndcullws. I terms of the resubt
of the faily In Northern

meaning of democracy amd thar is that the
majority must rube. This has produced the most
virulent outburst of hatred from the Roman
Cazholic Right for our Party's position.

But that position is the only tenable one, given
what I have said about human rights, politics,
terrorism etc. and the gains already made,

Equally we are convinced of the possibility of
a democratic progressive coalition emerging
which I.fnotnpabkormnmn;ammmm
majority in the first election, would by virtue of
its make up in opposiion ensure that the

Treland.
We also stand firmly by the most basic

of political and social change would
escalate.
Finally, comrades and friends, in any forth-

coming elections we will be carrying high the
banner of Class Politics. It is clear that the Party
in the Republic have made tremendous strides
forward over the past years; we are equally
confident that in the coming years the seeds
which have been sown and nurtured so carefully
by the Party will bring forth a harves:.

‘The right wing parties and their allies have had
it all their own way for ten years. The time is at
hand | am convinced when the workers of
Northern Ireland will take up the challenge and
we are confident that they will be calling on The
Workers' Pasty Republican Chubs 1o lead them
mtrhﬂml)mocm:&:mﬂn Republic.

The following is the text of the address
delivered by Joe Sherlock at the Wolfe
Tone Commemoration.

Joe Sherlock is a member of Mallow
Urban Districe  Council and Cork
County Council.

Each year we gather a1 Bodenstown almost as
ritual; on that account the significance of the Fan
that so many come from different parts of
Ireland to pay homour to the memory of Wolfe
Tone can be forgotten.

It is worth reflecting therelore on the deeper
meaning of own particularly as we have
concluded a decade which has brought immense
suffering, death and misery to so many of the
citizens of Northern Ireland and the Republic
and also that we may begin this new decade
inspired by what Tome and the United Irishmen
stood for in their day.

That is not o say that the Ireland of 1798 is the

Treland

from the ideals of the revolutionaries of “9%.
There is more than homage due 1o that past.

Indeed w of their principles are
fundamentals yet recognised in either
Northern Lwlnndonbe Republic.

For example, comrades, there is the major
principle of the secular society. That s the
meaning of that much-abused semtence — the
unity of Protestant, Catholic and Dissenter. L
has a significance which should permeate the
entire society — it would lead auomatically to
the creation of a seculas culture.

Such a culture ssresses the equality of all in the
eyes of the state; it absolutely denies a privileged
position to any one faith, This in itsell has
fundamental implications for many of our social
institutions — education, the law, marriage and
the family.

In that manner alone the Republicanism of 98
slill has meaning today. It is a rejection of
clerical domination of society; it abhors religious
triumphalism whethes by the long established
Pmlelluu and Roman Catholic Churches or the

Republican.

rightwing nationalism and 1o sectarian politics in
all its corrupt farms.

‘Our Party does not seek 1o dictate the religious
principles of its members and equally we hold
that no religion can diciate the character and
content of public morality,

‘This is a question for the citizens of the stare
and for the citizens only, as citizens.

The secular society then as envisaged by Tone
and his comrades is & clear statement of the need
for uumm of the churches fram the political

nh by that principle which we stand today.

Indeed we welcome the fact that there is a
growing body of opinion within the various
Chaistian denominations which are a1 one with
us in that view. In our day, comrades, that
secular principle is reflected in our long-standing
demand for democracy. A democracy which is
not simply a guestion of one cliizen, one vote,
uﬁawummudmllmm
It is & dynamic framework within which political
culture can develop.

And the emphasis must be on politics. The
need for a political culture has never been greater
both in Northern Ireland and the Republic.
Terrorism and violence, although rejected by the
ml‘ﬂﬂu‘mhﬁwHMImmmlM
Morth where the traditional and healthy
scepliclsm  of working people for  palitics
dominated by the middle class, has become
MImplurmolﬂt forms of
political expression.
That apathy is manifest also in the almost un-

challenged development of the cult of the leader,
where the citizens are asked to believe that the
pmuuuelﬂnmwanbesdwdurm
they would allow the “'strong men™ to act ua-
hindered.

The crises of the past decade, poditical,
economic of social, can be resolved if these

are left n the

we are todd. Increasingly the solution is being
touted — leave it 1o Haughey, to Thatcher, 10
Hume, to Paisley. And as that cry is taken up
and nurtured in some sections of the media, the
democratic . process itsell is Inmmmglr
threatened. Sinn Féin The Workers’ Party rejects
the philosophy of the strong man. We stand
firmly for democracy; nor are we overwhelmed
by the various crises facing the country nor
Ppessimistic as to the capacity and willingness of
the working people to salve their problems in the
coming decade.

And our optimism is not unfounded.

Who can deny in spite of the efforts to stifle
uummofwhumﬁ:muﬂm

od'b«hlmhunhmlm

of thousands of PAYE workers; led by the Trade
Union organisations, not clear evidence thas the
workers of the Republic were.sick of a society
that spawned privilege and wealth for a few and
denied justice and a decent standard of living for

the many?

Does the righteous “amd  forthright
condemnation of Thatcher's policies
by all i of ithe ‘Morthern Ireland

sections

Commitiee of the Congress of Trade Unions not
establish that workers know their real intesests in
weel:hcﬂwwnﬂquﬁ: them into bitter
sectarian hatr

Surely, mruis. the total disinteress of
working people in the meeting betwesn Haughey
and Thaicher, uwolwmm-mﬁum
in European politics, hard evidence that
workers know that |ber are no wemubk
mtwwnyolmwumrmnhsc!
the Tory leaders or partics’

Buwc-r:monhonlnndcl‘wm[ulm

strength  and

The Workers' Party, now emerging as the voice
of that class.

During the past decade we have faced many
difficulties and overcoms many problems both
mwﬂmmuw:unm!um
shown, not least in Cork City and Cork North
East, that we have the programme which is in the
Enterest of ur class.

Let me say here and now and let there be no
doubt about it, Sian Féin The Workers' Party

an election any time Haughey cares 1o
face the people and we will be putting our
programme in front of 4s many constituencies as
the Party is capable of fighting.

We have no fears a5 1o what the response of
the working people will be. They see ther
livelihoods attacked, the quality of political life
Muﬁlhwb@mndhurﬁ
friends holding on 1o power. To what Party are
mmw;num:wnulm their own
party — Sinn Féin The Workers® Pargy?

We stand in defence of their jobs, their homes
and a future for the youth of this country. These
are our prime concerns and bey wwm
them as timid objectives, because this is a fight
that the working class must win in the coming

hhaﬂwlmmminmm
by e P e g

are
destructive for both societies?
Were the massive demonstrations of hundreds

cormuption and decay of capitalism, and whers
the working people are asked 10 pay the price for
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shoring up the tottering system.

If the insane policies of Thatcher and Haughey
are continued there will be 100,000 unemployed
in Northern Ireland and 200,000 in the Republic
by the end of 1981

For example, in Northern Ireland over 25,000
jobs hamg in the balance in the shipbuilding
industry and allied engineering industries should
Harland and WolfT be forced to close, Unless the
Yard secuzes the contract for Brilish Petroleum's
two new tankers that nightmare will be the
reality.

Northern Ireland's skilled engineering work-
force will be dumped on the scrapheap. Not one
of the many sectarian Tory parties in the North
have answers 1o the worsening economic crisis.
The Workers' Party Republican Clubs have the
economic programme and will be putting that
programme forsard vigorously in any election 1o
the new Northern Ireland

our vast young workforee, we find the efficient
State sector coming under increasing anack from
avariety of sources.

CIE, secking to give the nnml city & rapid
rail service, is opposed by the rich road building
lobby of Fianna Fail i |n their effors to foist a
network of motorways on Dublin. A blatant and
ubwm: example of ndvl:: profie before public

mlmmmmmmorth
management and workers of Bord na Mona in
developing the cutaway bogs as a rich source of
cheap vegetables is being frustrated by the
farmers” lobby who want these public lands
taken imo private ownership. Bard na Mona are
denied the right to sell to the peneral public while

burned, themmcl‘uluuwulbk.inom

— the dominant feature of capitalism. We
welcome the contribution of every member, no
matter how small that contribution may be, but
where the contribution is greatest there is also the
grestest responsibility 1o ensure that it is for the
Party, not the advancement, the power, of any
one individual,

Equally we face the problems of localism and

m.

Cenainly, comrades, we recognise that the
advances made by any section of the Party, any
comstitsency or any region are to the benefil of
the Party as a whole. But there is a
sometimes to view such gains narrowly. Al times
it can be forgotten that areas and sections can
only exist and expand because the Party as a
whole exisis,

Self-sufficiency in one district therefore must
mol blind the members there to the continuing
and growing meeds of the entire Party. Those
needs must be met, not as & burdem, but
welcomed as a primary and fundamental
onndlllnn of ideological and orgamisational
L

W‘itlwm the Parnty as such operating
throughout the country as the Party of the
working class, regional or local advances would
pose no more threat to capitalism than would
minor warlords have posed to the Roman
Empire.

We must seck at all times then 1o ensure that it
is the Party which is advancing, growing in

theretore that the struggle 1o defend and expand
the democratic character of sociely against such
terrorist acts is central 1o s goal to win state
power for the working class both in Nonhern
Ireland and the Republic.

As s customary on this occasion the Party
sends greetings 1o and confirms ils solidarity with
all thase progressive, democratic workers partics
and [iberaticn movements throughowt the world
struggling for peace and socialism.

“We must also note the grave concern felt by
the Irish people a1 the continued threat to world
peace due to the escalation of the arms race and
in particular by the decision 1o place the
continent of Europe once again at the heart of
anather world war. This time a nuclear war.

The location of the Cruise and Pershing
missiles by the American govemment in the
NATO countries goes against all the progress
achieved both at Helsinki and at the SALT ralks.
Here it is clearly the duty of the Irish
government., a5 & meutral bur peace loving
country, to do all in iis power in conjunction
with similar peace loving sisies 1o work un-
ceasingly for an end 1o this madness in the
Interests of humanity,

That insanity which brings the world closer 10
the brink of Lotal destruction every time there is a
mechanical failure in the American so-called
Early Waming system has nol as yet been
whynu Irish government.

Pan;munnywh the Irish prople calls

to et ofT the fence and act
I before it s 100 late.

strength, and  upon the
Such a clear und ding is vital if i i
our energies, resources and ubimes are 1o be

daumﬁ by the Party 1o winning State power
both in Northern Ireland and the Republic.
!wwu. comrades, this is a decade of great
unities, although a decade which will also
uwumw:m
mmmu.mmnm
of the Tories are

Equally we support the growing concern of the
people in oppasition 1o those who would end our
wraditional

We also take ﬂﬁmu‘ww-uhlube
Irish Olympic Commitiee and the athletes who
i the 01 irit and ideal.

working
mﬁebﬂi\lnbﬁmmdhdmdthemdw

We wish them every success in Moscow and
know that their presence there Is an expression of
munonmmmwmummh

leadership from the Lefi. Let us restate once
again our willingness 1o join with all serious
socialist forces 10

Ilknmhnwdmﬁbumumnn

‘wanion,

and
prkalhl:leldmnlpram:buﬁofih

of this country.
A | have already stated, we have no fears as 1o
what the response of the working people will be
1o the parties which promote such & programme.
But in our optimism for the future bet us not
minimis the problems which face us. Indeed we
are building the Party; indeed we are being
listened 1o as never before and we can expect to
reap some of the sced sown aver this past decade.

“ﬁl;mmh:m-unmumum
restate clearly that we are not prepared (o make

nor in our opposition to termorism in any of fts
forms.
Terrorizm, from Italy 1o Ireland, is in the

interests and only in the inerests of all those
forces from the right to the uliraleft who are the

But this is not a time for self-
It is a time for action, for
taking the

capitalism holds sway. And 1o do that we need a
stronger, even more united Party than we are s

“s:r.lu‘uﬁ forward can be held back in a
number of ways. We live in capitaliss society and
it is to be expected that we cannot remain
untouched by the viclousness of that system.
Muthzv:rpmntwdlmhﬂdul

]

And here lies the greatest danger in the coming
decade. Every effort will be made by the anti-
democratic forces 10 prevent the unity and
strengthening of the Left. Acts of violence cither
by the right or the uliraleft have the intended

spreading feas
Tor measures which are ublimately designed to
restrict the development of democracy and
reduce the increasingly threatened feld of civil

and human rights.
Sinn  Fiin The Workers' Party asseris

f the USSR
Finally, mu Friends, I want 1o stress
ulljl‘hhq trade unioaist md mummmmy

myummmm:umm

cross section of the best of our class, the young
workers, the skilled and un: the
nd ih

Apart from the election campaigns we will be
engaged in, the industrial struggles or the
democratic lssues, there is one message above all
that 1 feel we must take with us from
Bodenstown: Build the Pariy.

Build the Party not only for the political and
economic emancipation of our class but akso for

The way forward in the coming decade will
present miny problems, there will be many
difficulties 10 be faced and overcome but with
each and every one of us determined to expand
and swell our ranks we will move forward in our
thousands towards that society of real freedom
— the soscialist Republic.



Church and State
in Poland

Wieslaw Myslek

RELIGION is an essential aspect of social
relations that Marxist analysis could not ignore,
The classics of Marxism-Leninism cxamined this
question at comsiderable length, bui never
mude the context of the major economic,
social, ideclogical and political pmbluuumlna

in the course of man's emancipation.
There is no working-class party or soclalist
state whose programme does not contain clearly

on matters beasing on religion. A comparison of

these programmes shows that they have both

comamaon and speeific features. The former derive
development,

from the uniformities of social and
the latter, from the specifics of the given
soclety's history, traditions and culture. This
also applies 0 the worl
movement and Polish socialisn statehood.

B amyle

Common
In the interwar period, the main task facing the
Polish Communists in marters of religion was 1o
dlbnuu and popularise an approach which
make it possible 1o over-come the ideo-
barriers among the major exploited
classes of society and would help to pool their
efforts (irespective of religious faith) in the
mame of common and overriding political wls
in the struggle against the fascist threar,
houmu state and the greedy ruling rlm of
property owners. In its fight for @ popular fromt
in the last few years of its activity, the
Communist Party of Poland worked out that
approach in detail.

During the Second World War, the key
problem was to unite the Polish people for a
struggle against the danger of their physical ex-
termination presented Iur Nazi Germany's policy

Roman Catholic Church went through  the

inferno of fascism. Among the more than six

million Polish citizens who lost their lives during
the war and occupation there were several
thousand dlergymen of different denominations.
Ower that period, the Roman Catholic Church
lost roughly 20 per cent of the total mumber of
pricsis. There was no other country in Europe
whese church suffered such heavy losses or
maintained such a firm anth-Hitler stand.
Defence of the country’s national interests in the
face of the common threat paved the way for
mutual understanding among all Poles. In that
period, the Polish Workers' Party 1ook a clear-
stand. Okolaik, the PWP, Central
Committee's organ, wrote in September 1943;

“*With due respect for the believers' loyalty to
the Roman Catholic Church and religion, they

should be mmhr.d for a joine struggle against
the invaders."

True understanding

on the eve of the establishment of the
Polish people’s state, circumstances seemed 1o
favour & solution of religious problems under
which the wartime awareness of the primacy of
national interests would help to democratise
relations in that sphere as well. One would have
thought so, one would' have hoped for that, all
the more so since the Polish people’s state had
always, even when the tensions in the relations
with the Church were at their worst, showed a
true understanding of the religious needs of the
Church and the believers.

Let us recall that right after the war the siae
put in a vast effort to set up a metwork of
religious instinusions in the western and northern
lands and 1o provide material security for their
existenos and activities. At that time, however, in
spite of the fact that there were already some
periods of dialogue and

accept the limitations imposed on the f
choice and ideclogical self-determination. The
key principle 1o guarantee that freedom was the
freedom of comscience and conviction, and its
legal guarantees. Om the other hand, civil
cquality and tolerance was eed by
considering religion 1o be a private matier of
citizens, the separation of the church from the
stale, thogprinciple of secularity of the main
domains of pubhc Ilk a3 the meeting plane for
the people of fous religious beliefs and
different nmndu oy

cratlsation of religious relations in a degree
conducive to the srength of state-church
alliance. For example, the Constitution of the
Second Republic provided for the principle of
the freedom of conscience and coviction on one
bard, though on the other made it an obligation
for state schools 1o teach religion (especially the
Roman Catholic religion) even 10 children from
atheist families.

A secular state

The main goal of the policy on religious matters
followed by the Polish people’s state from its
Enception was to democratise religious relations,
to ensure true freedom of conscience and
separation of church from state. At first glance,
that was democratisation for a minority: the
steps taken 1o abolish the social privileges once
enjoyed by the Roman Catholic Chusrch,which
laid claim to predominance not cnly on the
strength of the number of believers, but also on
the sirength of iis influence on Polish culture,
restored other churches and religious
unmmluha 1o 8 sense of equality and also
their sense of

a
number of official agreements were signed (like
those of 1950 and 1956), conflict situations
prevailed. These were due 1o the different
attitudes to the problems of Poland's social
system and development prospects .and also,
largely, 10 the disagreements over the modd of
relations in religious matters resulting from these
oiff .

S0 long as the official clerical circles rejected
the Polish social revolution, clashes on the first
fssue were inevitable. The older generation had
already forgotten 1o some extent and the younger
one had never known well enough that there had
nod been a single social reform that did not meet
with non-acceptance and resistance, At beast a
section of the clerical circles actively opposed the
land reform, the nationalisation of industry and,
especially, the country's industrialisation,

The differences over the second issue were
equally pronounced. To democratise relations in
the sphere of religion, like those in any other
sphere, it is necessary 1o abolish all privileges, 1o
put an end o the state of alfairs where some
thrive a1 the expense of .

The working-class parties and the socialist
countries pursued the programme for the demo-
cratisation of religious r:hlm fallowing the
programme  adopted by

belped 10 overcome

inferiority. In rm however, the democralisation

Mlmlﬂhgﬂl«nm Thus, family

legislation  was  secularised: once  religious

marriage was no longer regarded as the only

lu(ul type of marriage, once civil marriages
em@\neduequlllj]awm-lnduubolc

body of secular family

Cal

unfortunate marriages and enter into wedlock
once again

A wn«.- feature of Poland's policy on

mlﬁmmlmmﬁumpmndumanha

the connection between the

sate of the social s and the

evolulnu of juridical norms regulating religious

mma:mmamm
religicus beliel, the separation of church from
mudﬂnsﬁbhahmemm‘amﬂvmol
education and civil law, family law in particular,
mmeﬂmmr by decree, through a
one-ofl act of law, but was a process which
unfolded as the changes in social consciousness
«enabled the people 1o recognise and sccept the
new juridical morm. Thus, secular family
legislation was introduced at the turn of 1545,
the nnnupie of the s knlﬂhun of church from

baurgeoisic in the period uu:ruwe againyg me
feudal state, though the latter usually were under
the ideclogical supremacy of religion guarded in
many countries by the institutions of the Holy
Office. Early bourgeois anti-feudal ideals of
freedom, equality and brotherhood could not

state was in i f 1932,
Mm:mﬂumureorahzm—aw
corellary of that constitutional principle — was
enacted oaly in 1961. The long, evolutionary
dmmisllnwuhﬂw;nlmnmmmk'l
Poland was a sign of discretion and respect for

religious feelings, a recognition of the primacy of

7



tenets and an awareness that the
important point was pot just to change the
juridical norms, but also to educdte people

y.

As religious relations were democratised and
the secular principle was recognised as the
optimal norm in social affairs helping 1o raise the
standards of social intercourse and ensure ever
Ereater civic tolerance, the former privileges of
religion in the social sphere (primarily those
enjoyed by the Roman Catholic Church as an
Enstitution rather than by individual Catholics)
were gradually eroded. Many of the clericals
opposed that nollw. for up to then they had
regarded genuine normalisation of religious
relations, including those between state and
ﬂmrdh salely as a return 10 their past privileged

politkeal principles of the people and the sate
over ideological

‘I‘hr Paolish religious policy is characterised by
consistent efforts to introduce full secularity of
public life, which by the same token means the
recognition of the principle of the broad
autonomy of churches and religious assoclations
In their own area as concerns their religious
activities, mindstry, educational work, in the field
ormm.tn; the material property and the stafl
of the church. The internal autonomy of
churches followed by thelr development makes
the advocates of the retum to the status guo
ante, ult'wlenmdono\fpﬂvdqumlhewbﬂc
sphere, lose their argument as o the in-
dispensability o!' those privileges for the proper
religious performance of the church.

The parish and the manor
It would be a mistake 10 reduce the manifest
«changes in religious relatbons, in the statwes and
affairs of the Church to the resubts of state policy
on matters of religion. The situation was
markedly influsnced by the whole complex of

social and constitutional transformations.
The abolition of the lumm ruling classes of
finite but

old, one-religion society into a society that is
relatively Immms in terms of workd

believe that religion should mot be tied in with

outlook. The ch thius i

obliged 1o keep their distance with respect 1o the

educational, cubural and ideclogical (rams-

formations. At the same time, People’s Poland
which

politics, that the alar should serve the purposes
of refigious i and not those of palitical
mmm against socialism.
One could suppose that the Party’s and the
socialist siate's. mmnn in ideological education

has seen the rise of & new
could hardly be possible anywhere else. It is the
emergence of a well-organised socio-political befl
wing within the Roman Catholic Charch, of
secular groupings of Catholics. Roman Catholic

. soclal organisations take part in the activities of

the People’s Unity Front and the representative
bodies (both Parliament and the People's
Councils), something that has for a long time
now indicated thar adherence to socialism and
religious convictions are not a1 odds with each
other.

The socialist-oriented socio-political trends in
Polish Catholicism have made a breach in the
traditions of Roman Catholic social thinking,
which was once inclined 1o recognise, with very
few exceptions, only those social systems that
were based on pnm: pmp«w In the means aof

have such an astinade, which
draws a clear line between religion and politics.
There are two postulates that have taken the
strongest hold in Polish society. The first is that
the day-to-day struggle for socialism and the

of socialist construction demand that
Ahe working people’s common class and national
intezests  should have the primacy over
ideclogical differences. The other is thar religion
should be seen as the personal affair of citizens
with respect 10 the state. The latter postulate,
which had its origins in real life and whase
Purpose Was o ensure, on the one hand, the
actual religious needs of the befievers and, an the
other, the observance of civic tolerance within
the framework of the secular madel of social
affairs, bed to & gradual disappearance of the
hotbeds of religion-based. conflicts. Today,

The Ci i of th iali:
pmud favoured generally the consolidation of
social distinctions, it objectively had a dis
Integrating impact on society. It has only been
possible under the conditions of a socialist state
that the lefiist interpretation of that thought
could be in harmony with the transformations
aimed at social progress and equality, with the
processes of socio-political unification of the
nation.
But decisive importance here attaches 10 the
potitical changes in the mentality of broad circles
ol bd-evm. who have traditionally seen Mmm

of i can already be
regarded as vestiges of the past, which have
virually no effect on the social climate as a
whole,

We touch here upon the issue of essential
d:l'lmmlamm htwem the religions policy and
the ideclogical and educational policy of the
state. Among its many functions the socialist
state p«lurmul.w the educational fanction. All
the educational processes in our country are
based on sciemific ideclogy, which exerts an
influence on the revaluation of ideology in
wlilicus covered by the state system of national
education. This function of the state is often

poli ng people, :rmwui\':
oﬂ'll!uluimudcwndw laid the ground-work
of the socialist system and the people’s well-
m Their socic-political stand i practice

long period of mwlml broke up the
traditional alliance between the clergy, on the
one hand. and the landowners and the bour-
gevisie, on the other, the ““alliance of the parish
ard the manor*®, and enabled the Church to free
itsell from the ambiguous “openness” with
respect 1o the affairs of men that it had
proclaimed in the past. This has been recognised
both by numerows Catholic intellectuals .nndoz

ion
Tairs, has also rsuned in uw.-ullu ofe
might say cultural, development of Polish
Catholicism, helping to purge it rrnm the past
sway of obscurantism, as J. Zawiejski and other
representatives of Polish culture pointed out in

new, reflective religious formation would have

been impossible without the socialist revalution

in culture and education. At the same time, this

revolution broadens the penetration of secular
inciples i by ‘men,

think rationally, provides them with scientific
i for | i ial ph

promotes the gradual spread of the sciemtific,
materialist world outlook, and helps 1o trn the

&

itselfl in a of the

primacy of general national and social principles,

of their comman political interests over refigious
and ideological distinctions.

Religion and politics

That is not to say, however, muchmha'rﬂu

did mot put pressure on the believers,

in the early years of People’s Poland, when mey

urged the Catholics to follow not only religious

dogma, but also the Church's dicta on mub
Hith Up il the

XX they boiled down primarily to the dictate

of M«mmmm-muamum
and development of socialism. Let us recall here

.mwnu-zmcowmormm

Officium which made the Catholics invalved in

cooperation with Communists liable to the mast

severe church penalty —

by certain church and Catholic

circles. They postulate ieological *neutral-
isation™ of the state. This postulate s ilegitimate
nod nnlr bﬂmﬂmhno country in the world
which be conmsidered as [declogically
mnl bui also becauss the basing of
education on scientific ideology enabling man to
understand better the laws governing the wosld
of the matter and the world of human beings is
an obligation of the state if the I-uler s m

their place in socicty, of the sense of their v«uk

and life, of moral motivations for their civic and

personal attitudes, all that which cannat be

provided by I‘umliwd knowledge deprived of
foundations

Some Catholic milieus voice an opinion
according 1o which religion and its morality give
sufficient motivations for the sense of human life
and attitudes assumed in the life on earth. Let us
leave aside the fact that the view is anachronistic
under the conditions of ideologically pluralistic
sochety since it concerns only the believers, Much
more is the fact that scientific i

W‘bnwadwiylhwdu at that time, was 1o
place religious differences on a par with political
divides. If that line eventually failed, thar was
becawse the bulk of the working people were
opposed to an involvement of refigion In political
struggle. the right-wing circles are
doing their wimost 1o -rnp w political hostility
m the

shows a mimed pavchological
omhmlolbeundﬂmn Iu'ho-uhun
overwhelming majority of Polish

ideology
best corresponds to the practice of socialist social
transformations and if only for this reason
condtitutes their essential and indispensable
element. It is also important thar socialist social
transformations are not limited ro changes in the
living conditions of the people but also extend 1o
changes in thelr personality, In this contexs,
clear-cut differences can be observed between
scientific and religious ldeology TM resubling
discussion and

cal however,
should Mﬂ!’ with the prhclnbn a:‘ tolerance




and coexistence; they should imvolve a
competition of authentic values and fair
arguments rather than a confronation of non-
ideological pressures. ]

In socialist Poland, both the Roman Catholic
Church as well a3 other churches and refigious
assosiations have significant functions and they
make a full use of those opportunities. The
postulates of curbing the possibilities for making
scientific ideology wniversal by adminstrative
measures stem from the bad traditions of the

Progress
(‘omdmhk progress in state-church relations
has taken place since 1970,

In September 1976 in Mielec, then in
December 1977 in Vatican, and in the fullest
manner in January last year a1 the Sejm session
Edward Gierek described the scope of
possibilities of the social involvement of the
church in cooperation with the ssate: **The joint
national work", he sid, *provides room for co-
nntrllhn bﬂn«n the Church and the state.
should embrace all that is

long  obsolete and

monopoly, which once was the realm of the
church. 1 think that those postulates are also
underbied by an apprehension of consequences
following the competition of values represented
by different bd ical ori i

mminmc to the development of Poland, con-
solidation of her sccurity and pasition in lhc
world, all that is comducive to the fa
ational progress, shaping of public discipline nml

Pariy programme
Paraliel to the stae for demo-

Doubis might arise whether so defined social
function of the church and the scope of co-
operation with the state would not violate the

cratising refations in the sphere of religion, the
PUPW has claborated a set of theoretical
propositions and political directives concerning
the artitude of its members 1o religion. s major
proposition, which, incidentally, is character-
istic of the whole international working-class
maovement, is that for Party members and for the
Panly as a political organisation refigion is not
and cannoi be @ private maiter. This follows
from a mumber of premises.

The Pany's programme s based on a schentific
ideology, whase substance is a close and direct
connection  with dialectical and  historical
materialism, with scientific socialism. Our Pany
has taken a critical stand primarily with respect
1o the socio-political function of religion,
something that is due to our historical
experience, when in the course of the political
struggle against the bourgeoisic the working-
class movement had to face religious institutions,
which nearly always sided with the explofting
classes, Equally, the bourgecisic and the church
circles that collaborated with iz usually sought to
counter the class struggle and the objectively
conditioned and clear-cut division imo classes
with an ideclogy and social solidarity, and alio
with a concept aimed ar splitting the Ilnilv of the
working class through an accentuation of
religious distinctions.

Recognition of the principle that in a workers"

party religion cannot be the private affair of its
mcmbtrs does not mean that the party’s ranks
are chosed to those who believe in God bur are
dlassconscious and politically active working
people. It simply means that a believer wishing o
Jjoin the pany should understand that one of his
political obligations will be to uand together
with the party in the event of a conflict with
hostile political manifestations of clericalism,
and that by way of ideclogical education within
its own ranks the pany seeks to foster its
members in the spirit of Marxist ideology.

The PUWP's ideclogy is based on the
scientific, Marxist world outbook. Our Pary
advocates an honest and sincere life aimed at
transforming the present society in the interests
of man, &t building up the new and just socialist
system, which cnables the working people ever
more fully to satisfy their material and spiritual
requirements. The Pany does not expect the
Church 1o accept an ideclogical compromise, por
«cam the Church expect the Party to do o either.

principle of separation between
the church and the stare. It would undoubtedly
be 50 if the recognition of the social impornance
of the constructive autitude of the Church was
accompanied by a return of former privileges of
the church in the nonereligious sphere of public
life. But in the siruation where the church utilises
its own apparatus of religious and educational
influence, carries out the homiletic work in |J|c
institutions of religious instruction and ot
religious institutions it runs, the nﬂndr,\k or
separation between the church and the state is
ot violated.

It would be an illusion 1o think, however, that
the contradictions between the siate and the
Roman Catholic Church have been [fully
overcome, that all the old preconceptions have
been eliminated, or that the socio-political scene

in this area is totally free of conflict situations.
Over a fairly long period, the right-wing political
circles in Poland and abroad tried to wse the
potential and aciual tensions In state-church
relations 1o further their own reactionary goals,
urging various church circles 10 work in the
Ineerests of the right. The Church is still being
incited to this kind of activity. The later-day
advocates of the anti-socialist  political
opposition have repeatedly tried 1o win the moral
support at least of some church leaders, who
would festify to the high moral standard of the'r
activities and back up their political aspirations.
Mow and again, such attempes meel with some
response and to a small but active group of
church leaders and slogans proclaimed by
various dissidents and revisionists, who seek 1o
compromise the socialist socio-political way of
life, appear to be more astractive than the true
l!mmmna of the people and their pollllal
hip that are closely tied in

Poland's recent history confirms the thesis
that in the future the country will develop
according to the laws thar have already
manifested themselves in the past. This mlhlﬂ
s 1o express the confidence that the orientation
towards continued conflicts and political rivalry
between the Church and the state, already on the
wane, will gradually give way 1o a readiness for
constructive cooperation and joint efforts, o an
awarencss of the paramount importance of the
people’s interesis and their unity a5 a condition
of further progress, 1o a sense of concern and
responsibility for the general prosperity of

This article was first published in the
Polish journal Nowych Drog May 1979
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Communications,
Public Opinion
and Global Problems

Tapio

Tapio Varis is Director of the Tampere
Peace Research Institute, Finland.

'ONE OF THE main tasks of the UNESCO Inter-
national Commission for the Stady of
Communication Problems is to define the role
which . communication might play in mklna
public opinion aware of the mapr pmbb«ns
setting the world, in sensitizing it to thess
prol and helping gradually to solve them by

sction at both rational and inter-
national kevels.

Global o a large extent determine
the fupgre of mankind. One set of glabal
peoblems has been cogaied by the increasing in-
compatibility between the creative actions of
man 1o renew nature and the possibilities of
nature. These problems inclade

Varis

commissioned by the UN, was carried out under
the direction of Wassily Leontief (o study the
future of the world economy. Leontief identificd
five areas of action for successful world wide
t. These are food and agriculiure,
sufficiency of natural resources, reduction
pollution, industrializasion and investment and 3
for a new economic

promate or slow down disarmament and solve
other global problems. To evaluate this kind of
fact one constantly has o keep in mind how
communication develops in content and in
quadity. At the same rime greater Altention must
be paid to structural changes which are 1aking

Public opinion can be understood as a specific
expression of social consciousness. Loosely used,
it may refer to the attitude of a particular social
£roup 10 a specific item; or again it has been used
1o refer 1o a soclety’s traditional or accusiomed
outlook; or yet again it may refer to the results of
systematic propagandising as public opimion.
‘What each of these usages have in common i
that Ihebum is understood loosely and that there
appear 10 no unambiguously approved
methods 10 wll.mt the concept accurately.
Furthermore, it may be stated that public
opinion formed as a result of group pressure is
Dflﬂ! weak in terms of intellectual content and

opinions generally not wppnmd by factual

order, Leontiel contends that in relation 1o these.
action areas, there are nomcllnbuldsm
the realization of world-wide development. The
factors preventing  even  development  are,
consequently, socio-political.

Arms race
The resources invested in the accelerating arms
race consume the bulk of the and

dedge. It is for this i recent
yvlnapenl]lyhlhel.l'NlMlﬂkimmanf
conscions of enlightened social awareness is
seressed.

When public opinicn is understood as a special
manifestation of social awareness its formation

is dependent on many factors other nmmns
communication or information in

material resources of mankind. Milinary

pollution  and  international  efforis for

.conservation. Other global are due 1o
the growth in population and uneven
development. Such problems include,

among
others, the emergy sapply of the world,
sufficiency of food, utilization of the riches of
the soeans, the use of space technology etc.

In addition, the arms race has given rise (0 a

problem of mass destruction weapons. The
mn«-enm problem has a great bearing on
the solution of all other problems.,

A solution to such problems becomes more
and more urgent. The methods of solutions will
have an Increasing effect on the life of every
nation and the whole structure of |

the world is & present
abolnlwmow-d'mmmdnllm a year, which
approximately twice as much as the national
income of the African continent or equal to the
national income of Latin America.

(400,000 scientists) are working on mi
research. Almost 40% of the financing al‘
research since the Second Wurlﬁ ‘War has been
devoted to military research and

However, especially in the d:velupad
i countries, mass
together  with d:recl interpersonal

direction of the
formulation of mass nphﬂon ﬁtlmpmlmoe of
- and especially of mews

policy — can be estimated according to which

issues ji wants the pablic 1o have an opinion on,

wmmmmorﬂmoﬂly
marginal cor

Sean Mt:sﬂd: seems  to believe that

shifted  from

About &0 million workers get their living dlm:lr
from military industry — half are soldiers. If

these figures are to other arcas. of
science :mvirmmemul control, energy.
medicine) the devoted to military

relazions. It is clear that development of inter-

national co-operation to use the results of the

scientific-technical revolution to the benefit of

mankind will promote better medicine, peaceful

wtilization of outer space, a solution to under-
development etc.

The sharpening problems of the trans-
national market-economic system, which led 0
permanent crises in the 19605 and particularly the
1970s, presented the scientists with pew tasks.
There is a meed 10 find methods to predict and 1o
steer the development of the world. Different
social indieators and concepts to build global
models had already been developed but the great
projects of gloval ent were for the main
part not realized until the 19705, when the re-
searchers studied the findings of the Club of
Rome and other research reports on different
world models.

Effons were made in those research projects to
develop models for renewing the  whole
international system. An interesting research
project completed in the USA in 1976, which was

10

PUrpOses is bly large and prevents the
use of resources for other purposes. Further-
more the scceleration of the anms race in quality
(e.8 mnlunnnuon of outer space) is rapidly
changing its dangerous and expensive nature.

For a couple of decades after the first Sputnik
in 1957, nmsmwunolw 1o any
considerable extent. In recent years however,
space is rapidly becoming an expensive and
dangerous arena for the arms race.
Approximately 75% of the satellites in the world
are under military control and about 70% of US
military communication directed abroad s
transmitted through satellites.

Public opinion

The growing debate on mass ‘communication
proves that while the fight for the direction of
consciousness and ideclogy accelerates, the area
ol's(ruuielnrmnalw '
Communication is seen to have a more and more:

central — though not decisive — role in the.
climate

creation of an international which can

internationally pum hu
and sec o puablic
Mlcbmkuwua:nn the higher level of
ndueulon in the world means that people are

Watergate,
Public Opinion for Public Good?
Communicator, April 1975).

‘Valid counterarguments can be raised to those
views. The changing behaviour of colonial
powers in Algeria and Vietnam was largely due
1o the changed constellation of world power
structures. There Is po evidence for example that
puhdn opinion would have concentrated on the
war in Vietnam had the war progressed
sucoessfully for the aggressors. The war
continued for decades ‘before public opinion
started to criticize it. In fact the polls seem to

the view that the American public was
llwhl'uwna‘mewwloﬂwmdohhe
1960s. Meither is it known in the case of
Watergate which crucial decisions were made
within the power elite and what the final role of
mass communication was in the flow of events.



Positive action

There is no reason, however, to deny the
impartance of D\lblk' oolnlon Presumably the

P and peac

were major factors in preventing the use of
nuclear weapons during the Korean and Vietnam
wars and in stopping the production of the
neutron bomb thus far. MacBride makes a
reference to the threat to mankind posed by
nuclear weapons. But should antitudes towards
nuclear weapons and the arms race in general be
based on apocalyptic fears of on the possibilities
of positive action? Surely mass

“It has sometimes been
suggested that the League of
Nations was founded to abolish
those reasons which led to the
First World War and the UN
to abolish the reasons which
caused the Second World War.
The task is, however, to

could support positive efforts in a concrete
inl!mllioﬂllﬂﬂlvm.

According 1o its covenant (1945), the United
Nations strives to maintain peace and security

bolish those which
may lead to the Third World
War"

and 1o strengthen i
encouraging and promoting respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. During s
existence the UN has gome through major

That the wide diffusion of culture, and the
education of humanity for justice and liberty
and peace ard indispensable 1o the dignity of
man and constitute a sacred duty which all
nations must fultil in a spirit of muiwal

changes, especially since problems of
L and the u-urld economy have been
raised on fis agenda. The of peace is

10 & great extent :lqendeul on how well the UN
is able 1o adapt 1o the demands and tasks of any
particular time. It has sometimes been suggested
that the League of Nations was founded 10
abolish those reasons which led 1o the First
World War and the UN to abolish the reasons
which caused the Second World War. The task is
hawever, to abolish those reasons which may
dead to the Third World War.

In the field of

That a peace based exclusively upon the
political and ecconomic arrangements of
povernments- would not be a peace which
could secure the unanimous, lasting and
sincere support of the peoples of the world,
and that the peace must therefore be
founded, if it is not 1o fail, upon the
intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind.

Furth the G

defines some of

problems have commonly been those between
different social systems and press systems. These
are often wrped into dﬂam between

Ihml'umhmnl'uNEEf,Dulollom
purpose of the Ovganisation is to
mlib\_m 1o peace and security by

“*east and west™,
western Owll.na which mhm: frans-border
data fow. Developing countries and the role of
communkcation in nt have to an
increasing extent formed the third group.
Discussions are held under the umbrella of
“*North-South™ on & new international
information order.
For  many years

Eas-West  positions

among the nations
through education, science and culture in
order to further universal respect for justice,
for the rule of law and for the human rights
and fundamental freedoms which are
affirmed for the peoples of the l-orlﬂ
without distinction of race, sex, language o

religion, by the Charter of the Unhm
Hllm

of A
problems in |b: UN. Especially extreme but less

fruitfal were the debates on human rights,
freedom of information Ind war propaganda,
Mot of the UN

Collaborate in the work of advancing the
mutual knowledge and understanding of
peoples, through all means of mass
and 1o that end recommend

dem:nlwpmofhw—ulyumllm
psychological weight,

The preamble 10 UNESCO's  Constitution
expresses the following view
That since wars begin in the minds of men, it
is in the minds of men that the defences of
peace must be comstructed;
That ignorance of each other's ways and lives
has been a common canse, throughowt the
history of mankind, of that suspicion and
mistrust between the peoples of the world
through which their differences have all too
often broken into war;
That the great and terrible war which has now
ended was & war made possible by the denial
of the democratie principles of the dignity,
equality and mutual respect of men, and by
the propagation, in their place, through
ignorance and prejudice, of the doctrine of
the inequality of men and races;

such international agreements as may be
mecessary to promote the free flow of ideas by
waord and image. ..

This view expressed in the foreword of the
Constitution stresses the task of UNESCO o
widen the concept of peace — besides economic
and polithcal llm‘-wmumul agreements —
inte all areas of culural interaction. The first
article of the Constitution dunowmu that the
object of the

conducive 1o the halting of the arms race and
transition to disarmament.
Realization of the objectives of the UN and
UNESCO is of course seen very differently by
various political groups and
popular notion in the West is that an increase or
the information flow of all kinds between
nations will strengthen peace and workd order.
The charteristics and quality of the content of
unication are  gener: ignored. An
unlimited flow of all kinds of information and
communications will, it is believed, create the
proper  conditions for the development of
mruewinrwmedpublwommm
. however, is not shared by some
-ni‘lum:ln wnum scholars. In their book
Pecples Speaking 1o Peopies, (New York 1972),
Llewellyn White and Robert D. Leigh analyse the
problem &f increasing understanding among
peoples. They say that u»du-s:-ndm does nod,
by itself, guarantee order and peace but is a vital
clement in achieving peace. White and Leigh
raise an important question:

“Om what, then must the people feed in order
10 be capable of reaching wise decisions? Not

overdose of spoonfed words and images has
immunized the world against its most obvious
forms at leass. The surest antidote for
ignorance and deceit is the widest possible
exchange of objectively realistic information
— ftrue information, not merely more
informasion; true information, not merely, as
those who would have ws simply write the
First Amendment into international law seem
o suggest, the
information! There
Quantitative increase in the flow of words and
images acrods national borders may replace
Iwonnw with prejudice and  distortion
rather than with understanding.” (pp. 1-2)

In addition 1o the view that frue information
should be desseminated, the receivers should also

journalist training. If UNESCO can stimulae
anything in this respect it will merely be
mplm-dmhmmmm

dwdulmmduﬂmuwmm

however
that communication problems led the European
colonial powers or white America to enslave
peoples and plunder natural resources.

ribute 1o the
preservation nl'mlne and wcumy by promoting
cooperation  between  nations in  education,
science and culture. The organization favours
making good use of all mass

New i order

In this respect, the uaste and possibilities of the
new international informathon order muss be
uﬂnwdonlmmdhcw»cum

media in promoting its work.

UNESCO's role

In its General Assembly in 1978, UNESCO
approved a general resolution which stressed its
role in generating a climate of public opinion

order has been remm! Undess. !\mdmnnl
changes take place in the structure of multi-
national political and economic systems and the
structure of markets, the material conditions for
a renewal of communication will not come into
being.

1



The concept of the new information order has
received very confused — and even questionabile
— formulation in resclutions of UNESCO and
the UN, Based on proposals by the Americans
and the French, together with three developing
countries (Sri Lanka, Tunisia and Venezuela),
the organs of the UN speak about a *more just
and effective” world communication and
information order. One can ask what particular
effectiveness is in question when the very concept
of the new communication order is unclear. Is
the question concerned with increasing the
effectiveness of (he present  (ransnational
information structure and in what respect? The
miost effective order could well be a Fascist one.

A publication, Internailonal News — Freedom
wnder Attack, by the Centre for Strategic and

International Georgetown  University
(edited by Dante B, Fascell, Sage Publications,
Beverly Hills 1979) regards the efforts to create a

new world order as a threat 1o the West.

“This threat has emerged in international

scale war requires extensive preparation to
condition the climate of opinion in s own
country to be favourable to acts of war or 1o
violating arms control agreements. In Dewtsch's
opinion, it shoukd be possible for arms control to
include a statistical contens analysis of mass
communication in the countries involved. This
analysis would cither prove the existence of

Concrete tasks

The UNESCO expert meeting on the Obstacles to
Disarmament and the Ways of Overcoming
them, held at UNESCO 3rd 1o Tth Apsil 1978,
brought 10 :he aumncn of the Mlc&ulc
C i (see
appendix). Thue recommendations include that
the mass media should take the most care 5ot

large-scale or the lack
of it, He suggested setting a quota 1o mass media
concerning coverage of given controversies and
dispiies, even though this would cause

o allow used in the

of false or misleading information on strategic

lmwnql or ather military matters. The meeting
also urged UNESCO to organize seminars and

consthutional problems in some countries. But training programmes in order to increase
when <l 'thlhlld in  utilizing

article of the UNESCO 1978 o

{Declaration on  Fundamental Principles  Special mention was made of the need 1o study

concerning the comtribution of the Mass Media
1o Strengtheming Peace and  International
Understanding, to the Promotion of Human
Rights and to countering Racialism, Apartheid
and Incitement 1o War), it is clear that
international action is needed. On the basis of
the LN &ﬁnmuns of mm. oBe can
define

the influence of advertisements promoting the
sale of implements of war on the mass media.
There are signs for cxample in some countries of
an increase in military propaganda In the mass
media.

These kind of concrete tasks are not, however,
ldcqumly ms‘d;y'w»mk of the MacBride

forums over the last few years as

been
Information Order.

‘There is scant evidence 1o support this thesis; i
s linthe maore than a *red” herring!

Rel ry actions in the framework of the
new international information order aim to make
alternative sources of information mere even-

(- 12)

acts of aggression. wihhwmmmk of the
mew information order, this has to be resisted.

Social consciousness

Socinl consciousness is not created by mass
media alone; other social institutions like
schools, scientific institutions, legistative bodies,
the churches, political parties, army etc.
contribute to it. Hissorical experience tends 1o

sided, increase equality in internatbonal eom’lm the fact that due to several factors,

information and create accurate and can be very erroneus in
information Mows. nhlmlumil,

When discussing  the new 1d-widk individual and

information order, one must also see the
connection of reform 1o the basic purposes of the.
UNnm“mmwmng of peace and
security, promotion of human rights and the
realization of a mew international economic
order and development, js will not be
amlulwdﬂﬂu cantent of the information
disseminated is also discussed, because the
centent will determine the tendencies into which
public opinion will be directed. In a differens
context, heated discussions have taken place on
|bequﬂtmnd’mumlheuuotmmm
in promoting or condoning acts of aggression
and undermining peace in general. The concept
of war propaganda is related to the very concept
of aggresshon which was very precisely defined by
the UN in 1974. Communication has a very
central role in the creation of the international
climate within which the solution 1o global

probiems can be found.
A well-known American Kasd W.

wbli: mind are mnnu‘wd 0 basic ideclogical
concepts and  beliefs abou( reality and its

Daily mass
cither confirm or question such assumptions.
Different approaches are argued in all
communications. For example, those who take
the arms race for granted, tend to repeat that it is
in order to strengthen security,
stimulate economic progress, promote scientific-

technical development and decrease
. Those who are in favour of
and secitasa in tarm

te more central sectors of social life, would
gusarantee engineers and sclentists new areas for
exploration, and would guarantee a more stable

Deutsch discussed In the 19605 the role of
communication in contrelling the arms. rwund
strengthening  national weunly *

argued that a nation prepasing itsell for a Ilrwr

 Karl W. Deursch: ‘Communications, Arms
Inspection and National Security’, in Man
and Internaiional Relations, Contributions
of the Social Sciences 1o the Study of Conflicy
and Integration. Volume II: Integration, pp
B48-858. Edited by JK.Zawodny, San
Fransisco, California: Chandler Publishing
Company s.a.
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The Interim  Repost
aspects as well as the

L ignores these
general ulotull.om by UNESCO on

satisfactory way. If so0, the Commission will fail
in one of its basic functions.

APPENDIX

Extract from Report of the Committee
of Experis on the Obsiacles to
Disarmament and Ways of
Overcoming them.

&6. The meeting ed that the
recommendations relating 1o the press and the
madd media be brought to the attention of the
International Commission for the Stsdy of
Communication Problems, in the hope that it
may be in a position to conduct studies and give
advice on these matlers.

67, The expent meeting urged thas the press and
mass media should ulu the utmost care not to

lﬂu or misleading information on strazegic
armament or other military marters.

68. Likewise it Is hoped that the press and
media will focus more public attention on the
escalating danger of the arms race and the need
for general and complete disarmament.

wr‘

g ghobal
would be in the spirit ol the new
10 have Iti-

that freedom of i

many-sided information on those problems.
Although the mere awareness of the threat of the
arms race and other connected problems is not
endugh 1o hah this race, it is the mass media and
information which 1o a large extent determine
the general atmosphere and climate of public
opinion in which the sclution can be found. This
is mot a new discovery but very relevant in the
rapédly changing reality of the late 19705, There
is a danger that the MacBride ission which
Is working under different pressures will not find
enough time for these problems.

‘human right, all members of the
United Nations sh be urged, on
dwsw&aunollhcﬁmerd Assembly
enl to promote greater
fmdm ol mlom with respect 1o military
and disarmament al

0. Inmao-mmuemmmumﬂ standards
of i

field, UNESCO ﬂu][ should organize seminars
and training programmes in order 1o increase
professional competence in - uwtilising
documentary sources and information systems,



acd in ing military i
ather military-related statistical operations.

7. A special stndy to analyse the sources,
contént and impact of military-related
infarmation in the international mass media
should be carried out by UNESCO in order to
promote  subsequently adequate  steps to
minimize the damgerous effects of false or
misleading information a5 an obstacle o

72, The expanding influence of advertisements
promoting the sale of implements of war upon
the mass media in general, as well as the pro-
liferation of specialized magazines relying upon
such advertisements, should be investigated by
UNESCO. Special reference should be made to
the legal and constitutional implications of this
problem.

Encumbered Estates Courts, had eradicated the
hzianmmmrmhnny of the arisiocracy,
the majority continued 1o own the land, now
renting to capitalist farmers rather than rack-
rented peasants.$

The answer to this phenomenon was 1o be
found only in repeal of the Act of Union; if, as
wais witnessed, it could not achieved by **English
working class ascendancy”, then a Fenian
victory was i probable alternative. Fighting for

Marx, Engels
and Ireland

Ellen Hazelkorn

ITISveypomm-dnmlurmlelo
preface their remarks on politics or i

they were dis

with reference to Marx; indeed, 50 often is {was)
the term *“Marxint"" used as a means to rathonal-
ise an untenable (or indeed, an un-Marxist) view,

ing cye product™ of “'sg
French “Marxism™, that “what is
certain is that | am not 8 Marxist™ 1

With reference to Ireland, numerous groups,

and
without  due
consideration given 1o the Irish population,
nmoﬂmm.mmmmw
where they performed unskilled Isbour. Their
willingness (0 work for and under minimal
conditions — a point Engels had siressed in The

have sought 1o use
Marx and Engels comments on Irish nationalism
wmmmjmu.wormu
and sectasian warfare in Northern Ireland, Given
the coafusion that pervades the “lefi" in this
country, it is imperative thar we look at what
Marx and Engels

Wriling . Marx said:
*“Since it is not for us to create a plan for the
future that will hold for all time, all the more
surely what we contemporaries have to do is the

England:
ﬁwmubeﬁmtheuliwlm.lnoliq
orrephch.:rfiﬂmuhnbwwmkm
Jed to mass emigration from the country,? While
land clearances were necessary for consolidation
of the holdings, and hence preceded capitalist

On the one hand, Ireland had been

attacking the English aristocracy at its source.
This was its Achilles Heel. **...the abolition of
the landed aristocracy...will be infinitely
casier...in Ireland (because) it & not merely &
simple economic question b he same time a
national question, since the landlords there are
not, like those in England, the traditional
dignatories and representatives of the nation, bur
its morally hated .7

Independent Ireland would then be able 1o
effect an agrarian revolution which ““with the

remained a task of the Irish themselves. The
removal of the English landowner would
i iately reveal the necessity of thar process;
it would furthermore remove any lingering doube
tha |heruleuneofﬂ\t1riﬂ|wnb0m:lu_|e
from across the Irish sea, ¥ Finally, the implemen-
tation of taniffs would help counter the
devastation incurred to Irish manufacturing
since the Union, thus providing stimulation 10
spark an industrial revolution.

More importantly, the attainment of repeal —
used synonymously with independenice — would
have a cataclysmic effect upon capitalist
expansion in England. Deprived of a vital source
of labour and capital, as well as a market for its

transformed  from a colonial
acquisition into a food-producing region of

were what
already was — markets for her manufactired
poods, supplying her in return with raw materials
and food. "'

The: integration of the two economics — one
agricultural and the other industrial — WA &
natural given geological and

+ English i would
mm.mwuwn—n,wwm
working class, no longer divided would unite 1o
“expropriate the expropristors”. This was

I.  Engels to Bernstein, 2-3 November

1882,

2. Sce also Letrers from Deuisch-
% B0, 3, September

1843

3 l't(m:. **Motes for an Undelivered Speech

4. Marx 1o Meyer and Vogt, 9 April 1570;
Marx, *“Confidential Communication'’,
issucd by the IWMA, 1 January 1870,

5. Engels, *'Preface 1o the English edition
of the Condition of the Working Class in
England ", 1892,

6. See Marx, Capiral, vol. 1, chapter 25.

7. Marx to Kugelmann, 29 November 1867;
m,m Marx o Kugelmann, 11 Ociaber
1867,

8. Marx 0 Engels, 30 November 1867,

9. Engels, irion of the Working Class
it England, CW 4:561
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perhaps an overly mechanistic as well as
optimistic vision of the political and economic
ramifications of repeal bul not unreasonable
given Marx and Engels’ reading of the situation.

Transformation

In essence, Marx argued that, in line with the
requirements of industrial capitalism, Ireland,
since 1846, was being transformed from the
domicile of the renl-collecting English
aristocracy into the essential supplier of the
bourgeoisie. The Irish ex showed that
colonies under capitalism  were vial for
accumulation; in addition, as he explained in
volume three of Capiral, this relationship helped
o counteract the tendency for the rate of profit
o fall. Hence, ﬂnlnm\m« of the England-
Ireland link

the ballot-box, Parmell could find himsell
“wicldiing) diciatorial powers in Grear Britain
and Ireland™.'®

In effect, by the time of their deaths (Marx
died in March 1883; Engels died Seprember
1895), both men had abandoned any idea that 2
naticnal revolution in Ireland would contain any
social content. Still keen thay, Ireland should
achizve in for the sake of its effect
upon they accepted a move lowards
parliamentarian  Home Rule achieved by
bourgeois nationalists. Secing that as the
immediate issue, Marx and Engels severed the
link between mationalism and socialism, which
carly Fendan actioms might have spawned.
Socialism would only be the contest between a
bourgeoisie and proletariat within an

in the former. To break ﬂm IInI: lslhc(‘hmlus
and the Femians ad severely
“the metropolis of cnpllul and Im?

o

must push on the ramsirophe of o.fﬂcm]
England. To do s0 you must attack her in
Ireland. That's her weakest point” The
significance, then, of the lnsn qmum was
preclsely its international impact

With that end in mind, || m mtmdum

and absal of th
to get rid of their present comnections with
lnllmi 12 Until it does this, “‘the English

peopte will remain tied to the leading strings of
the ruling classes, because it will have 10 join
with them in & common front against Ireland.
Every one of its movements in England inself is
erippled by the strife with the Irish, who form a
very important section of the working class in

E: .13 Above all, the Irish question was a
*“gpecific English question™.
. The role and leadership of the International

\\nrkmg Men's Association was absolutely
crucial, The deep animosity existing between
Irish and English workers “was rooted in
differences of language and religion, and in the
competition which lrish workers created in the
labour marke:". This antagonism was *skill fully
exploited"”, Marx argued, “by the government
and the upper clisses who are convinced that no
bonds are capable of uniting the English workers
with the Irish. It is true that no union would be
possible in the sphere of politics, but this is not
the case in the ecomomic sphere..” Both
national groups were mkm and a5 such,
reflecting back to the famous line from The

Iorm-hn m‘Irhi\ scctions of the International,
in England and in Ircland, was mecessitated by
this fact.}4

This position — of which most people are
acquainted  —  did havwever,

Engels described  as increasingly

**Bakuninist™ actions of the Fendans'?, came to
consider that the parliamentarian campaign for
Home Rule could yield tremendous pressure on
the English class structure, They now argued that
Parnell and his party — the bourgeois national-
ists — could perform a revolutionary role. By
playing the government & its own game, through

14

reland. To examine the reason for
this shift in thinking, we need to reconsider the
Fenians,

The Fenian:
The Fenlans, or the Irlsh Republican- Brother-
hood (IRB), founded in 1858 by James Stephens,
wu a mwllu sexret sociely desiring o attain
independence for Ireland by over-
nmw]ng the End!sh Given the existent political
void among the English working class in the
18005, Marx appreciatively regarded Fenlanism
as a ‘“‘socialist, lower class (non-Catholic)
movement™  with no representation in
Parfiament, but with the umanh and ﬂwﬂnt!
to operate England
and Ireland.!? That its mnuu\ was directed
towards the eradication of the English landlord
— and hence foreign “appropriation of the soil"”
— contributed 1o Fenianism's atraction for
Marx and Engels. In this regard alon.
Fenlanism displayed “‘socialistic tendencies"
Finally, and most significantly, the Fenians were
a movement rooted “‘only in the mass of the
people, the lower orders™.!¥ Otherwise, aking
its place alongside peasant-agrarian resistance
and liberal-bourgeais constinstionalism, Fenlans
were  petit-bourgenis  nationalists capable of
donning a revolutionary cap only under the
immediate circomstances of the 1860s. For this
reason, Marx attempted to steer the
International Working Men's Association and
the English working class 1o support Fenianism.
Separately, Marx and Engels became
inimarely involved in an amnesty campaign
urging the release of Fenians lmnlhomi in
English }l.l.ls Marx admitted he had been
“*consulted from all comers about the Fenians
affairs PmEnﬂ;wmﬂMd financially, in
addition 1o providing a convenient refuge for
Fenians. 2 Even Marx's family became involved;
Eleanor was so active in the amnesty campaign as
10 be dubbed a “*head-centre" by Marx, = while
the pseud. J. Williame, penned
several articles for the Fremch paper La
Marseiligise, about Fenian prisoners. Although
concerned with the treatment of all Fenians,
most alention was devoted to O'Donovan
Rossa,

However despite open suppont for the IRB,
both Marx and Engels privately sheltered mis-
givings about their actions. Engels” own thoughts
on the marter were succinetly phrased in a better
1o Marx: **As regards the Fenians you are quite
right. The beastliness of the English must not
make us forget that the leaders of this sect ane

mastly asses and partly exploiters and we cannot
in any way make ourselves responsible for the
stupidities which occur in every conspiracy.”™s
The attempted bombing of the Clerkenwell
prison in December 1867 was a case in point.
Charged with the notion thas * all
something must happen, after all something
must be done™, severnl Fenians sought to free
imprisoned members from the prison. Criticising
these adventurist stunis, Marx argued that such
actions would have the adverse effect. While the
International had engaged itsell with mobilising
he

nly in driving “the London
mdsses._ into the arms of the government party.
Onc cannot ap«:t l||= London wnlﬂunn; e
of the

T e :

Delicate relationship

Ironically, many Fenians were anxious 1o create
as much distance between themsclves and the
International — on the grounds that the latter
were atheistic communists — as  the

10. In 1842, the Chanists’ Second National
Petition included, along with s &-point
programme  for democratic reform,  the
demand that the Act of Union be abolished.
11, Marx to Paul and Laura Lafasgus, 3
March 1870; see also Engels to Kautsky, 7
February 1882,

12. Marx 10 Engels, 10 Decemnber 1869; sec
also Marx o Meyer and Vagt, 9 April 1870,
13. Marx to Kugelmann, 29 November 1869.
“Position of the IWMA in
Germany and England™, from a speech of 22
sepmnher 1871 at the Lomlon Conference.

JS Sce in panticular Engels 10 Bernsicin, 17

Der Socialdemokrat,

16. Engels to Liebknecht, | December 1885;
sec also Engels, “'The English Elections™, 4
March 1874, Der Voiksstaar, Engels 1o
Becker, 5 December 1885; Engels to Bebel, 23
January 1890,

17. Marx, **Notes for an Undelivered Speech
on Ireland"'; Marx to Engels, 30 November
1867,

Marx to Engels, 30 November 1867, Cf.
“The Fenian Movement in

mply

programme for the Irish republic of i
dreams". (p.107); W.P.Ryan, The [rish
Labour Movement (Dublin, 191%) saes
““Fenianism...\umed several of the sturdier
Irish  elements  from  immediate  social
issues..."" (p.131).

19. Marx, “*Outline of a Report on Ireland"".

22. Marx to Paul and Lawra Lafargue, 5
March 1870,

23. Engels 1o Marx, 29 November 1867.

24. Marx 10 Engels, 14 December 1867; sec
also Engels 1o Marx, 19 December 1867,



International, or more precisely Marx and
Engels, were between themselves and the Fenians
= on the basis of the latter's terrorist-style
campaigns.2* Regarding this delicate
relationship, John Devoy said of James
Stephens: . Cullen based his assumption of
an alliance with the Carbonari on the fsct that
Janes Stephens while a refugee in Paris had
fought a1 the barricades in the Red resisuance 1o
Louis Mapoleon's Coup d'Etat in 1851, and
claimed thas he was an enrolled member of the
Communist Party (Communist League). Even if
he were, he never iried 1o convert Fenians 1o
communism, and his chief licutenants, O Leary,
Luby al‘ml Kickham were most conservalive
men. "

MNevertheless In 1866, there is a record of
Stephens = seeking membership 1o the
International ™ It seems likely that Stephen's
brief fliration with the Inmernational was
occasioned by his desire 1o establish links with
Ins‘wm)‘lll:drlolldlhe Irnnam L is clear

he politics of the
sexing it as Il\

con-
society, maore ise than
Marxist. Recognition of the Fallacy of that view
led him to an almost immediate casing of the
link. By 1872 Stephens, as well as Luby, had
adepted an openly hostile atiude owards the
International. Reacting to the Paris Commune,
Luby publicly repidiated any attendance or
with it.* Similarly, 0" Donovan Rossa
used the columns of The Irishman 10 condemn
the Commune after the death of the Archbishop
of Paris.

‘While the break with Siephens was most likely
not regretted, Marx and Engels were undoubt-
wdly shocked by the treatment the International
received from O Dosovan Rossa, Jenny, Marx's
daughter, was particulasly vexed, because she
had  written numerous articles in Rossa's
defence. “The letter they found on me was the
one | had written 1o O'Donovan Rossa. It was in
answer (o his smearing condemnation of the
Commune movement in the lrishman. 1
expressed my amazement that he of all people
believed the fabricated disbraceful scandals
against the communists which were wlnu-.dinmc
worthy police organ Le Figaro and Paris
Journal. | demanded his compassion...and the

they were mot  atheists. In  this  light,
E.R.Norman's comments are most interesting;

working classes of Cork will be held in a few days
o r:pudnlv the pnaclph. of the International,

e suggests that “*although i ible 1o prove,
it is most likely that many of the earliest Fenian
recruits were Irishmen from the Papal Brigade of
1850, returning home disillasioned with the
service of the Pope but willing to recapture their
crusading zeal in the service of the *viraally
established” Irish Republic™ .}

Marx clearly did not and could not appreciase
the prestige that the Catholic Church enjoyed in
posi-famine Ireland, making it an absoluiely
mluul part of the Irish political culture. Both

e and Engels tended 1o dismiss Catholicism 100
quickly, seeing it, for the most part, an adopted
response to Protestantism. They implicd that the
religious divide was the result of

into this city."

mrhmhmurwﬁ that the meeting
was organised by “leading nationalists' who
m Wm‘.d about the International's

'n::wrummmzmubym

Society — its hands red with the blood of pricsis,
and its colfers filled with the produce of the sack
Churches — would make a seriows attempt Lo
establish itselfl in Catholic Ireland, he would be
hw atasa Innnhc " The paper made it clear
full suppont of

Ppractices institutionalised by England, stretching
as far back as Elizabeth in the 16th century. Iis

disappearance would come aboul through an
altered British policy. Marx not only belittled the
depth of the religious divide, bt also saw
religion as completely separate from politics. In
this regard, he termed the Fenians a “‘non.
Catholic” movement. The cvents surrounding
the formation of a branch of the International in
Cark show how erroneous that view was.

The clash beiween the International and
Catholicism — and hence Irish -

Ibemmh:ﬂm!th
A meeting 1o denounce the International was
held in the Atheneum in Cork on March 24th.
Awlmndrlmpewlrpﬂ:wiwheume
luldwd. however, shorly before
:I\tmﬂnabqn- ‘de Morgan, secretary of
the Cork branch of the IWMA, arrived with
about 100 men. Almost from the moment of

ing collapsed i

mmmobvlmmhﬂ:munha:hd
to the Gereral Council resolu

Terrorism in Ireland”’, in April 1872 'ﬂu
declaration was_issued I response 1o the
disruption of several mectings of the Inter-
national in Cork and Dublin. It clained that the
British government through the police atempled
to “alp in the bud the establishment of the
International in Ireland" because the spread of
the International threatened 1o put an end 1o the
“'national antagonism between English and Irish
working men, in England...” What the
resolution did not menticn was the Church's role
in encouraging atacks upon the laternational,

in so far as they succeeded in disrupting the
sllbmun.wtllu vietors.,

owever, the victory was  short-lived.
Iumedmelr Camon  Maguire continued  his
auack on the International. He appesled 1o the
people of Cork to avert the influence of the
International “'by earnest prayer and every
exertion they could make™'. He was joined by

name of patrictism and catholicism, 1o avoid the

Insernational.
Most prominent in its criticism of the Inter-
numl]mmlmﬁamwbr:heguh
. One

leading to its evemtual Trom. ihe
<ountry.

Antagonism

The particular evems in  Cork are worth

recording in so far as they illustrate the
antagonism that dhrclnmd between nationalists
——

correspondent 10 the Cork Examiner called upon
“*Irish Nasionalists™" to ensure that the ''accursed
Inwmiﬂﬂsuﬁlmwmwpﬂhwlm-
soil of Ireland with their unhallowed steps™.

Indeed, one writer claims that many of de
Morgan's “*mast strenuous assailants had served

of his fellow n for the and the Church and ﬂu‘ prison sentences in the Fenian cause™ 2
Bierole front fighters of dety.... Working Mens
O'Donovan Rossa's stance obvicusly another leved, i &
remained unchanged because Marx, a year later, point out that their membership was not 25. As an example, see Marx's contribution

Tound it necessary to sel the record straight for
his friend Sorge. "'As to O'Doncvan Rossa, |
wonder that you quote him sl as an authority
after what you have written me about him. Iluw

bave seen what thanks we have received a2 his
bands, "}

Paris Commune

The underlying tension between the Fenians and
the International came to 2 head with the Pasis
Commune of 1871. That this should provoke
such heated exchange between the sides Is pot
surprising; the Femians, like most Irish
nationalists, were mot anti-religious or anti-
clerical in the continental sense of the word.
They deplored pricsily involvement in political
affairs, but not Catholicism itsell. Above all,

tantamount 1o atheism. Very briefly the events
are as follows:

The Freemans Journal of January 8, 1572
reported that the International Working Mens
Association “'was. making good way in Ireland.
Many of the most intelligent and influential
working men  were successfully engaged in
establishing branches in Dublin and other cenires
throughout the country.”” By March, the Cork
branch had made sufficient progress o have
raised opposition from the alier of Canon
Maguire. Canon Maguire’s cutburst fallowed
the International’s support for a coachmakers
strike in the city.

On Saturday, March 16th, & notice appeared
in Tuesday's Cork Evominer, whose publisher
was the Canon's brother, J.F.| ire, former
mayor of Cork and then MP for Cork. It read:
*“We are authorised to state that a meeting of the

to the General Council mesting of 6 June
1871; of. Marx, *“‘Fourth Annual Report of
the General Council”; discussion within the

1872; Luby to The Irishiman, 20 April 1872,
29, Jenny Marx to Kugelmann, 3 October
1570,

30. Marx to Sorge, 20 November 1871
E.R.Morman, The Catholic Church in

32 Henry Collins and Chimen Abramsky,
Karl Marx and the British Labour Movement
(London, 1965) p.246.
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Qlurth influence

So powerful was the influence of the Church,
that de Morgan was deprived of his sudents —
he was a teacher of elocution — and run out of
Cork. Auempts to establish a branch in Limerick
were continually delayed; again, the papers
claimed |I|u nationalists, joined by local clergy,
stopped the formation of any branch there. By
Jmid-May, the Cork Examiner
mwwned its triumph: the International had

“resolved 1o

abandon for the present the Irish -

organisation awaiting more favourable auspices
for re-establishment. The forcign agemts who
came to promote ithe movement have left
Ireland."

Given llus background, Marx and Engels’
support for Parnell and bourgeoks democracy
takes on added significance: When Fenianism
proved to be a polllkﬂ handicap  (and
embarrassmen), they suffered no emational
delay in breaking links with the IRB and wrning
1o Pamnell. Years carlier, Marx and Engels had
comsidered that the Fenians could provode a
fundamental social upheaval by expelling the
wwmwmummmhewnnmm
of lrish land holdings. The newly independent
country — which would certainly follow either
wyurumwmmwm

would

for Parnell and the land acts was given in
acknowledgement that they might solve the
nationalist aspect of the Irish question. Home
Rule would leave the Irish to sort out their own
more serious and more fundamental problems;!
on the othes hand, it would bring 10 a close the
continwed weight of the Irish question upon
English politics, and hence aid the advancement
of the English working class. Hence, in all
respecis, promotion of socalism in England
. o .

M

Influence of the Irish Question

How valid were Marx and Engels’ assumptions.
about the impact of the Irish question on
England, most particubarly its working class?
Although Home Rule did not come abous as
quickly as Engels had envisaged, debate on mt

different, but that is speculation. Tarjff
protection did not bring about the prophesized
gold-rush, instead Ircland entered into a thiny
year period of under-industrialisation and un-
ﬂ!mlwﬂkm relieved in part only by state
intervention. In add the nedion and then the
actual imposition of 1ariffs did more to isolate
and distance the south from the industrial north.
In conclusion, Marx and Engels based their
of Irish self:
on the issse of the establishment of bwrgmus
The newly
would be the political expression of the
bourgeoisie, As such the working-class could
owe it no allegience. While bourgeais demacracy
was undoubledly a progressive development. the
condition of the working-class could only be
finally improved under socialism. In so far as

subject did have
class politics in England. The Liberals umkr
Gladstone faced internal disiniegration,

their demise as a puentvolimllfwwmwdl
established by the wrn of the century. Engels’

and hence nationalist movements,
created the conditions under which working-class
parties could operate more frecly, they were 10 be

supported. Hence in a word, nationalism was
linked with democracy. It wu not lHnked with

would find themselves holding the balance of

Ultimately then, Marx md Ems did not

‘befieve thar Mtlwal mdemndum in Ircland was

power in the House of holding

nduwhl m\ium The capitalist mode af
dominant leading

wm.lhroeddbﬂ!lhlor“mlluk By

1910, Home Rule had finally cast the
Irish into a parliamentarian force.”

Apart from these similarities — which bear out
the essence of Marx and Engels”
Home Rule, resiricted only to the South, did not
bring with it the end 10 and economic
divisions in Ireland. The expulsion of the English

aristocracy from Ireland was not a result of
forced expropriation incurred under

rablgs i

its existence — tha:

future ofa

petit from

amaong the tenants. linto

In the first
instance, lndmendm would only create the
conditions enabling the Irish to see that their
cconomic problems were indigenous and not
imported. Secondly, while the kand question was
the prime soclal question of 19th century Ireland,
a solation to that problem did not mean
socialistic reorganisation of landholdings. In the
end, the social revolution would have 10 be
postponed until capitalism had forced the re-
ﬂ!lmawn of agriculture, m‘l(lun fos wake s

the shift in ve proletariat, urban and rural, posed in
Iandownership, which, ironically, was aided by Mrbnuonmmw

variows land acts introduced by the English
Parliament. Nor did the removal of the
aristocracy’s presence in Ireland lead
to the denial of it political power;
sensing the mood in 1910, the Lords chose
themselves 1o redraw their terms of reference and

NudldeudMeoumnhe ﬁ,hmumw-d:m

land
be delayed as Irish

communal holdings would
-mhﬂadhmﬁrmmwlwd

wum:uolmw.
dnu and competition. ™
While llne R:d-u never aponed any

Eiven
Home Rule; Engels lived to see two Home Rule
m deleated B)' unha.l.ll opposithon. Neither

Mnﬁno{ﬁwh\duuﬂy'wx

tendencies” — the clean break between
nationalism and social change (or socialism)
came with their demise. An attempied unity of

labous movement, naotably
at the turn of the century; but in the period under
consideration, ionalist quick|

nati Iy
became dominant. Even those desiring only to
gladly

‘assuage their material hunger offered up
‘the vision of celtie Ireland as their guiding-light.
MIHM!MWD‘IH'SGW“II;IM

‘to appreciate that

af the issue
MW|MHWPMQNN‘
ﬂwdlnwdalduwnr the overthrow of
landlordism would also affect the religious
question.? The only hint that Engels had begun
that wnionism was mot & mere
faudewhlhlumlw Discussing the
Irish flag, Engels said that **In Fenian days,

wquuaio-ol more.”" %
As for the newly created lrish Free Saate, it

reception given the

attemnpted 1o establish a branch in Cork
Hlustrated that Irish nationalism was not
heavenly bound to socialism. In turn, his support
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adapted Marx's advice and
imposed tariff barriers on most items by the
1930s. Perhaps had they been introduced fifty
years earlier the situation may have been

Land Question™, 2 July 1881, The Labour
m.’iHm.‘mNunuiulu
Anternational Heraid, 15 June

expected

time. People there want first of

all 1o become peasants owning a plot of land,
and after they have achieved that mongages
will lwur on'the scene and| they will be

ruined once
35, melml.olm 29 April 1881,

40. Engels to Licbknecht, 29 February 1585,



Terrorism
and the Bourgeoisie

Zinovy Mirsky

We make no apology for returning fo the theme of terrorism in this issue af
Teoiric, For us, it is not an academic preoccupation — it is a real problem which
is tearing society apart in Northern Ireland.,

In a previous issue of Teoiric, we outlined our position on this question. ‘Sinn
Féin The Workers' Party is quite clear on i We are uneq il

to it — from whatever source. We make no distinction between the
Shankill Butchers or the La Mons Bombers, There are no “ifs" or “buts" in our
policy.”

This position is not generally accepted on the Left in Ireland. The ultra-Left

the Pr it as “anti-imperialist freedom-fighters’. ‘There is no such
thing as an anti-imperialist who does not support the Provos, " according to the
Trotskyist Eamonn McCann. ‘And no such thing as a socialist who is not anti-
imperialist.”

Michael O'Riordan, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Treland
appears fo have no gualms about supporting the Provisionals either. “We're with
the Provos when they say they're fighting for a united anti-imperialist Ireland."
This is akin to an Italian communist in the Thirties saying "We're with Signor
Mussolini when he says he's endeavouring to get the trains running on time.*

Michael O"Riordan’s logic Is no less distorted than Eamonn McCann's. A

operate ever more brazenly in France, the
Netherlands, Belgium, - the Scandinavian
countrics, Japan and the U.S.A.

At the end of the sevEntics, when terrorism —
both ulira-Left and wltra-Right — swept the
West, many palitical observers predicted that the
«cighties might be even worse in this respect.
Judging by everything, this seems a most likely
prospect. There are many indications that the
reality will prove ever gloomier and more tragic
than expecied. In any case, the bloodbath at the

railway station appears 1o bear this out,
This heinous crime, this act of mass destruction

most important, both are bjectively pushing
political development on the same reactionary
colrse.

““In politics it is mot 5o important who directly
advocates particular views,” Lenin pointed out,

Rights make no secret of their spiritual kinship
with Higler and Mussolini and wish 10
consolidate the bourgeois system by means of
“strong rule”. What does matter is that the

extremism of the Lefii the terrorism of the

similar logic seems to exist among the Left abroad. There are and

soctalists who can correctly identify the terrorism of the Red Brigades, the Red
Army Faction and the neo-fascists. But they seem to have a ‘soft spot’ for the
Provisionals. In reality, it is a blind — and ultimately fatal — spot.

There is no qualitative difference in terrorist outrages in Birmingham or
Bologna. Those who gun down policemen in Northern Ireland are no less
terrorist than those who murder policemen in Italy.

The article below (reprinted from New Times, No. 34, 1980, a Soviet weekly af
world affairs) analyses terrorism in mainland Europe. We look forward fo an
extended analysis which incorporates terrorism in Ireland.

ON August 6, the very day all haly bade lass

farewell 1o the B0 victims of the terroris-
perpetraied Bologna explosion (which also left
200 critically wounded), in Palermo, another
Dalian city, Right-wingers shot dead Gastano
Costa, the city’s chiel procurator, a convinced
anti-fascist. He was the fourteenth high-ranking
court official 1o have been i in lialy in

paramilitary camps.

In thase same days, the Turkish press reported
operations in Tuncela Provinee by army units
supported by  belicopters against  exremist
groups which had lasterly siaged a series of
armed attacks on state and public institations.
The wave of terrorist acts carried out chiefly by

the last nine years.

A day later, it was reported from the F.R.G.
that in & school in Rinteln, Lower Saxony, West
German Right-wing extremists had smashed up
an exhibition, destroying many documents
exposing neo-nael activities in West Germany. In
the meantime, the British magarine Searchiight,
carried an anticle which made public an agree-
ment the British neo-nazis had concluded with
the neo-Fascist panty lalian Social t—
National Right  Forces on a  “personnel
exchange’. The “guests™ from laly will be
accommodated in one of the British neo-naris

the groupings of the meo-fascist
organizations has  assumed  incredible
Proportions in Turkey, taking a toll of more than
1,700 lives in the first half of 1980 alone. Among
the victims arc the writers U, Kaftanciogly and
D. Torengil, and A. Ipeci, Editor-in-Chief of the
Milliyes newspaper. Almost a third of Turkey's
provinces have been under martial law for
months. In the eight months of the current year
the authorities have arrested more than 10,000
members of diverse meo-fascist and  Lefiist
terrorist groupings. Yet the wave of terrarism
keeps swelling — and not only in Turkey. All
manner of terrorist groups are beginning to

ionaries, . the “*black
colonels" and the generals. In the final analysis,
they play into the hands of the bourgeois
society’s  privi few who, according to
Professor Lynd of Yale University, want
everything to remain &s it was and would rather
destroy the world than let it slip from under their
cantrol

Political terrorism has always played into the
hands of the bourgeoisie, and quile often served
as a means of preserving and maintaining its
dictatorship. In recent years the capitalist system
has been in ever greater need of terrorism owing
1o the deepening of the general, ideological
political crisis of capitalism and 10 the fact that
this crisis, as the 25th CPSU Congress pointed

bourgeois political parties, and impairs element-

", Paradoxical as it sounds,
terrorism is becoming a vital necessity for the
capitalist system.

It is perfectly true that at the presemt bevel of
human civilization terrorism is nonsense, a social
anomaly. Neveriheless, this social anomaly is
becoming a real fact of life in modern bourgenis

i it d addict.

and

society
Thase are right who say that the sweeping scale
and the bloody forms of political terrorism in the
West point to the fact that capitalism is doomed.
It is only a hopelessly sick society, a society
without a future that can resont to monstrous,
anti-humane  and  antisocial methods - like
political terrorism in order 1o survive, Political
terrorism is a form of the “tension strategy” the
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imperialist

The Western ruling circles turn 1o this sirategy
every ftime the bourgeois parliamentary
machinery backfires, every time it fails 10 keep
the situation in the counry under control, 1o
break down the growing resistance of the
working people 1o the monopolies’ home and
foreign policies. The “‘tension sirategy”™ is
designed 1o shock the Western public into bring
manhgeable again, into accepting the bourgeols
order of things as a “*paradise™ by contrast with
artificially induced horros, Extra-parfiamentary
(essentially, criminal) methods are used to this
end. By pursuing the ““tension sirategy”, the
bourgeoisie in effect oversteps the bounds of
bourgeois legality, doing this not on its own of in
the open, but by means of Leftist or neo-fascist
political terrorism.

Communists and other progressives — the
main 1argets of Leftist and neo-fascist terrorism
— get killed in the process, bat so do represen-
tatives of the ruling circles {and not small fry,
cither). The terrorists have killed Siegfried
Buback, the F.R.G. Procurator-General, Hans

Federation of German Industrics, -I\Idu Moro,
Chairman of the Christian Fany.

contacts, Amerkcan

special services decided to infilirate these groups

with a view to impelling them to terroris
actions.”

A week after Aldo Mora had been kidnapped,
The French L'Humamité wrote:  ““Meither
Communists, nor Socialiss, nor Christian
Democrats doubt the interference and the role
played by foreign secret services withour whose
assistance it would have been hard to plan and
carry out an operation like the kidnapping of
Aldo Moro with such professional skill."

Already a1 that early stage the Red Brigades
nerrorists were believed 1o have their informers in
the state machinery and in the top echelons of the
Judiciary. Last spring, these assumplions were
‘weightily confirmed when the police learned that
the som of Senator Dona-Cantin, Deputy
Political Secretary of the Christian Democratic
Party, belonged to the Prima Linea Lefiist
terrorist  organization. Characteristically, lhe
affspring of a kader of laly's major bourgeod
party, which mmmmwmunmmm
Aldo Moro, and whose representative, Francesco
Cossiga, is now the countey's Prime Minister,
managed 1o slip away from the police. That he
could do this only with the help of his high-

terrorists who are actually its own flesh and
blood, It is on meo-fascist terrorism that the
bourgecisie depends, in the final analysis, for
ertnumg s “tension strategy™. The Right and
neo-fascists miss no opportunity to make their
appearance on the political scene. The Western
bourgenisie’s “black hundred” competes with
the Leftist extremists in vicious blood-letting: the
tragic events of the past few weeks bear this out.

It is noteworthy that the “tension sirategy"
:he |mpma!m bourgeoisie has adopted is of

as well as national character. At the
end of the seventies and the beginning of the
eighties neo-fascism was given a strong impulse
“from withow!® when the governments of the
U.S.A. and cerain other NATO countries
virtually jenksoned the principles of détente and
steered a course towards revival of the cold war
and military confrontation with the Soviet Union
and the Warsaw Treaty countries,

‘With their pathological hatred of the USSR,
iheir yearning for revenge and their orientation,
the comtext of aggravated international
ion, on a military, nuclear-misile solution of
the historical contest between socialism and
capitalism, the neo-fascists are becoming lm-
mlum "s faithful henchmen.

The bourgeois class readily reconciles itsell 1o
that, however, It fs prepared (o sacrifice a great
deal for the sake of preserving its domination, i1
«class dictatorship.

‘Buback, Schleyer and Moro were assassinated
by Leftist extremiists from West Germany's RAF
(Rote Armee Fraktion) and ltaly’s Red Brigades.
In the seventies il was precisely the ul'llsl
terrorists who were “entrusted” with
out the “tension strategy” — although the Right
terrorists were not idle either.

“s retinue is

Anather example: a certain Durand, a French
police inspector, has been found by his col-
leagues 1o be a contact between ltalian and
French neo-fascists, and is implicated in the
explosion in Bologna.

storics demonstrate the lmwcmy
of the ruling circles which condemn terrorism
(especially of the **Red" variety) in words while
covering it up. It i mot tha the
Ibourgevisie fears eXpOSWTE 83 an acoessory (0 the
terrorias’ btwdyqunn. it s just that terrorism

Leftist terrorism did the isie @ great
service. The thing is that the seventies witnessed
some major revolutionary events: the iriumph of
the Revolution of Carnations in Portugal, the
collapse of the fascist dictatorship in Greece, the
emergency of People’s Angola on the world
map, the rise of revolutionary sentiments in
Luinmﬁunmlris.

the W i inli
clirches deemed it especially imporiant to retard
social progress, 1o discredit its motive fosees,
primarily the Communists, to denigrate
revalunionaries and the Revolution and their Red
Banner. The bourgeoisic wanted 10 tum the
public ul!ns\ nmu!xly Left-wing,
and democratic forces, 1o scare the
mh:nsuru—nmmmdlymm
in the past — with the “bloodshed of the
Revolution” and with the speeire of “*Red
of the political

propaganda ed as the real Red, as
Commnms.nﬂmwu-l.mmmn

There is al evidence showing thal the
Red Brigades recruits were actually in cahoots
with the owt-and-out resctionaries. At the end of
1978, the Spanish Tirie magazine and the
ltalian L Ewropgo discovered and made public
the FM 30-31 instructions of the

top-secret FM
nmm'u CIA on the phnl_mcotwll

gives the legal grounds for tightening
the screws, retarding democratization, curbing
the Lefi-wing forces and suppressing  anti-
Emperialist attitudes.

The West German Bnmnuc. for instance,
adopred uu-iana‘ laws in 1977 known an *anti-
terrorism acts™, As Sterm magazine pul it (hﬁr

have long been spoiling for a
l'mu, reviling détente and all it stands for and
calling upon Washingion and NATO 1o give up
all contacts with Moscow and 1o talk 10 it only
from “positions of strength’. Back in the
autsmin of 1977, against the background of the
hysteria in West  Germany
following the Kidnapping of Schieyer, young
NDP neo-nazis gol together in Osnabrick and
demanded that an end be put to détente, that the
Bandeswehr be armed with nuclear weapons and
the Helsinki accords boycotted. Besides, they
demanded a return of “the German lands in the
East”* and a revision of the postwar boundaries
in Europe.

The anti-détente line which Washingion and
NATO have been actively steering over the past
few years has cenainly encouraged the neo-
Fasciats. Fuulswl imperialism, bent on aggra-

Ilwslhlw:m-llllum whao, while not
the terrorists and having nothing 1o do with
them, permit themselves to hold political views
which are not to the authorities' liking. Under
cover of the “anti-terrorism™ legislation, the
Right-wing forces and the West German
reactionaries have launched a new offensive
nlm the Communists, against real democrats,

an

\l'odn"i were heard demanding that the writer
Heinrich Ball be expelled from the Federal
Republic, that the books by the anti-fascis poct
E. Fried be burned, etc.

The Left extremists® excesses in the seventics
helped, and sl help, the Right and the neo-
fascists to muster their forces, 1o regroup, 1o
recruit new followers and 10 close their ranks on
the national and imernaicnal scale. Bilent
Ecevit, the leader of Turkey's Republican
People’s Party, said on June 3 that the ulira-
Rights have no less than 200,000 men under anms
in the country. According to the West German
Ministry of (he Interior, the numerical strength
nl the neo-Tascist groups in the F.R.G. more

‘agents in various radical AL the
rning of 1970, L'Europeo wrote, “‘when
the first Leftist groups went underground and
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1976 and carly 1979,
This is only natural. The bourgeoisic has a
marked preference for Right-wing. neo-fascis

ating the situation and sp
race, is in ever greater need of inicrnal
support, of a social and political foree thas
would stop al nothing in s drive 1o break down
the resistance of the democratic public. Specific-
ally, the imperialists reckon — and with good
reason — on the neo-fascists” anti-democratic
activities, their bloody outrages above all.

The American Faternational Herald Tribune
l‘llle candidly observed that “for ihe lasi 35
years, the U.S. government has made regular use
of terrorism as an instirument of foreign policy™.
The chain of that terrorism streiches from the
cold-war days through the bloody aggression in
Vietnam, through the anti-Cuban campaign and
antempts on Fidel Casiro’s life, throagh the inter-
ference in Chile's affairs and the murder of
President Salvador  Allende, 10 the recent
brigand action against lran which was 1o have led
to a coup and 10 the assassination of Aysollah
Khomeini.

This external terrorism of the No. | imperialist
power links up with internal, above all, neo-
fascist \evrorism, confirming the wisdom and

ent truth of Lenin's hat at its
highest stage ap{uhm engenders and fosters
reaction everywhere.




Intellectuals
& the Working Class

Eamonn Smullen

CONOR Cruise O'Brien's version of Burke's
“*Reflections on the Revolution in France” says a
lot about Mr (¥Brien. It also raised sericus
questions for the working class. Because of the
activities of some of their number when they join
working class parties, should inscllectuals be
regarded with suspicion by the working class?

We can, of course, define the working class as
those receiving & wage or salary as their sole
source of income. this definition would inclde
many people with & university education who
could be called intellectuals, But the activities of
some intellectuals has seriously damaged the
working class movement — the activities of

Orwell and Connar Cruise (' Brien are
Just part of a long list.

Inteflectuals must be given every opportunity
to contribute 1 the development of society, They
should provide the lion's share of ideas which
help the human race step from n lower level of

boargeois intellectuals do have a wide knowledge
outside their field of work and this is by no
means always true.

Sean O'Casey is possibly the best known
wictim of this sort of development. People like
¥ Casey get the name of being **difficult to work
to be handled with care’ when the root
of the whole problem is a full and whole-hearted
scceptance otimcﬂmud eqmlﬂymwuﬂdd or

Itllwﬂwmb«—-wmku the same
time giving the greatest possible respect — that
lhe university qualification of Bachelor, Master

mlnmmmwhuumn
than a degree of knowledge in, sometimes a very
narrow field. These qualifications may mean,
especially in the early years, that the individual
concerned is something in the nature of a forced
growth, a bet-house plan:, lmlllcknnnlumvc
knowledge of many of the facts, and
ﬂpeuaﬂ;r ol'lll'rmlndelhqrdwn

civilisation to a higher level. To deny
this ‘while a1 the same time attacking sockey
based gn the profii-motive is “*workerism', is a
serioas barrier 10 the development of ideas,
People from universities sometimes complain
that Ihqmclmea as bourgeois and are not
and as full
lhcwk.mm—lhedmm.
politically-minded working class. When such

ltell revolutions put everything into the
meh-w pot and accidents of birth and formal
educational qualifications count for nothing —
talent and ability counts for all. It is this side of
revolution that sends the Burkes, Suhlwlwm
and Cosof Cruise O'Briens runaing
*Established Orders"", “Roval Families”, “T‘he
of Blood™ and “Stars and Garters”.

attiudes exist within the mast
be condemned and combated — contributions
from intellectuals, from university people,are

important, \dul additions to the armament

great an evil. It does not have a clearly defined
political mame, and perhaps docs not need one,
because it is usually jus: a case of plain, uld
intellectual or social snobbery —
lwhmdlsudnlnlhkd.lymm—huw
that it does not exist is both fairly

dangerous would b

They wish 1o hold wlmmzyhlveb}'ehlms
based on the accident of birth, the accident of a
formal education or by using some privilege,
hold the line against the claims of new talent,
new ability and new justice,

To put relations between academic life and
udmrﬂll’clmoa proper perspective it is well to
remember that Maxim Gorky was never allowed
10 pass the gates of Karsan University — he sobd
bread-rolks to students from a basket outside the
ganes. But who remembers who held the pro-

4 e I K

People who court and patronise *the working
sometimes cannot stomach un-
conventionally or educated
ralented members of that class when they claim
inzellectual emldh)‘. The reservations and
barriers that “workerism' erects against
pms:eulu bourgeais intellectuals are erected by
progressives agninst working
clw intellectuals when they move outside the
mmnuuwdwuuolllubmn\mkhﬂc
«considered 1o be ““iheir proper field of activity"”.
They are forced 1o fight an unh]l‘l_buk

and  the in
University at that time, while all the world knows
Gorky.

There is a lot more 1o the class question than
one side possessing almost all the wealth. To a
wersan like Gorky, denied formal education and
an putlet for his talent, class injustice cuts much
deeper than the mere ownership of possessions,

Why has Burke such a strong atrraction for
Conor Cruise (" Brien — such a strong attraction
for an Irishman who is determined 1o be more
English than the English? He feels that they are
more civilised, In much the same way that

mﬂuﬂmlulﬂ]nwmm«am
step of the way. The natural assumption is that

feels that the Germans are maore
civilised than the Russians. The two men suffer
from the same complaint — they are sour with

Eife because it has changed and they were not
born into the world that they believe they have
the right to inherir.

It is interesting to note that Conor Cruise
O’ Bricn and ke minds in the British and Irish
Communist Organisaticn and the Socialist Party
are a1 one with the Arch Racialist Enoch Powell
in the sclution that they put forward for the
problems of Northern Ireland.

‘O reflection perhaps this is not as surprising
as it ar first scems, because “‘Mation” is
obmuslnw a mphzmnm for “race” — the

M.M olitical dicti
Bad o a degree of snobbery are the
root cause of the attraction of Britain and the
arraction of Burke. It is not in any way an
intellectual approach o politics. But there is a
more sinister side — from a working class point
of view — to the whole exercise,

AFITER the Spanish _Givil W_l(_ “ihe _l‘].hl"

revolutionary change. The Sovier Union was
presenied as “'a land of tired revolutionaries’” or
as "'a place that had not lived up to its carly
promise™. The man who the greatest
contribution 1o this . working of
course from the ultra-left line of astack, was
George Orwell; an Eton educated policeman,
trotskyist, anarchist — when did he cease 1o be
one and become the other? Did he ever really

first occupation? A leading
ist for ““the right'" with a claim 10
having a foot in the working class camp, he

very serlous attempes were made in the
late fifties and mid sixties to make rhenolknol
“the right* imtellectually respectable. When the
atlempts were Mpahbu of “the :ilJn ‘were
associated with Fascism and with the name
Samw .Toe MacCanhy although it Is obviously

to dress that sort of thing in
mldl!mully respectable clothes. In the late
fiftics and in the sisties, in Asia, Africa and
Latin Amevica movements of “‘the left”" were
achieving spectacular successes and this was
having an impact on American youth —
particularty youth at the universitics.

In the new intellectunl of fensive ul“lhemh\
Henry Kissinger, profestor of history a1 Harvard
Undversity, produced “A Waorld Restored™”. The
book is a sympathetic study of, mainly, the arch.
et Metternich. Conor Cruise O Brien,
when accupying the Albert Schweitzer professor-
ship of Humanities ar New York University,
made a similar effort. He unearthed Burke's
“*Reflectians on the Revolution in France” and

gentlemen. Conor Cruise O'Brien Inlmdl T‘h
purpose behind both books is obviows —

make reaction once more mlrltcﬂul!r
respectable.

Kissinger later became s;)eu-l Mvwnt an
Forcign  Affairs 1o as
“*MacCarthy in a White Cnllll‘" Coml' Cruise
O'Brien Mindster for Posts and

He was known as the Minister, expert on every-
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thing except Posts and Telegraphs. He spoke
long and often and some of the things he said

progressive person would condemn the
Provisionals.

The whole Conor Cruise O'Brien exercise
against the Provisionals was and is designed 1o
link Sinn Féin The Workers® Party with that kind
of pelitics. He made a big effort to do this ata
time when members of Sinn Féin The Workers'
Party were being killed and wounded by the
people with whom he was atlempting to link
them. Never once have they been given credit for
seriously bringing good politics into a very
difficult area of politics; the attiiede of
condemnation is consistent. If further proof of
this is peeded it can be discovered by a careful
reading of his book “'States of Ireland'. The
Provisionals are condemned but it is also stated
that they met a need in the Casholic Ghettoes —
a statement which would have toned down the
condemnation 1o a considerable degree in the
year the book was first published — 1974,
ll‘mmi.domh had done this of that, be
says, then they would have won mass popular

support.

Mr Charles Haughey is also condemned but
his ““ability and style™ are presented in such a
way that the general impression that comses
acyoss is very favourable. The condemnation of
the politics which are a background o the
development of Sinn Féin The Workers' Pany

and that Pamy's politics, reccive absoluie
downgrading, dumrlinn absolute
ise OF'Brien  quite

owwduscu:(dl,lbeemﬂ the wse of
one word rather than another will have before he
puts it on paper. The impression he gives when
be writes is mever a matter of chance, never
accidental

The Provisionals have no intellecrual standing
and, therefore, they canmot be discredited
intellectually by Mr O'Brien. It s strange thar
fmuvklm mﬂmﬂm impression. WEWLI.:

thi
mmumry [ vhdm who cannot be
expeeted 10 have a full knowledge of his real
political character.
TM Provisionals have a seeming
ity"* and this impression is given b,
the devout  Catholics, lrerate

competent musicians and footballers who m

members or supporters. Almost daily some of

people are engaged in aiding and abetting
murder most foul. Those who have not seen the

~ remains of innocent victims of both sexes and all
ages — in imagination or as actual broken and
charred flesh — can accept the Provisionals as

“eivilised™".

There is a similarity between this situation and

a woman®s warning on the more polished Nazi

Party members in the 1930s, “They seem 10 be

cultured and civilised because they enjoy music

and admire paintings, click the heels and kiss the

are in fact the most terrible vandals
and ians who voluntarily organise the
killing and torure of the innocent — often the
best human beings. When | look at them | see the
faces of my dead comrades™ . The Provisionals,
like the Nazis, have their scemingly “‘nice
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What did Burke say about the French
Revolution that is so wise that it merits being
taken wp, explained and republished by Mr
Conor Crulse O Brien almost two centuries later.

“Royal Binh™ was cerainly a matter of
importance to Burke. Conor Cruise allows him
1o make his arguments abowt it without dis-
associating himself from it in any way. He does
not attack Burke nor laugh at him, as is his way
with political opponents. Ore is reminded at his
horror at the bloodshed in 1916 and his silence
about the much greater amount of bloodshed in
Flanders. The Irish Party, led by Redmond, sent
30,000 Irishmen to death in Flanders — more
than were killed in all the rebellions in Ireland.
To put the maner as mikdly as possible, it is
inselleciual dishonesty.

“The Princess Sophia”, says Burke, “‘was
named in the Act of Seutlement of the 12th and
13th of King William, for a stock and root of
Inheritance 10 our Kings, and not for ber merits
a5 a temporary administratrix of a power, which
she might not, and in fact did not, herself ever
exercise. She was adopted for onc reason, and
for one only, because, says the Act, ‘the most

excellent Princess Sophia, Electress and Duchess
DMmolHnm.ndaM«ohhenm
Princess  Elizabeth, late Q\mm of
daughter of our late Sovereign lord
the First® ™.

King J;

Burke writing such rubbish is foolish enough -

bt for it 10 be repeated almost two hundred
years later is really beyond all reason. Conor
Cruise O'Brien knows all abour Bonaparte and
the Hapsburgs. The Hapsburgs had a verifiable
pedigree, at that time, going back five hundred
years. The Hapsburgs were the Royal family of
Austrin - and  Bonaparte’s cannon  killed
thousands of Austrians a1 Monenotre, Arcola,
Rivoli, Ulm and a1 Austerlitz. In the interests of
Austrian foreign policy Marie Loukse, daughter
oIFrams. The Emperor of Austria, was hurried
1o Banaparte's bed only a few months afier the
battle of Wagram and the Austrian blood was
hardly dry on that baulefield before the
marriage.

The Hapsburgs were, no doubt, aware that
Royal Familics as well as revolutions sometimes
come out of the moath of a cannon; they were
probably grateful 10 Bonaparte for using his
cannon against the people of Paris in 1799 and
against the doors of the Trinity Church, the
meeting place of the Lower House of the French
Mational Assembly, in arder 1o put an end 1o that

body. The fact that he slaughtered thowsands of
Amﬂlhdnw-emmmmb'l’rlm-

Bd'on Marie Lovise was bomn human sature
had betrayed another Austrian Princess — she
had a child without the formality of marriage.
And that is not the worst part of the story — she
was aided and abetted in the matter by a person
who would never have received official sanction
to slip between the sheets of a bed in the
company of a Royal Person.

The marriage of Marie Louise 10 Bonaparie
was a hurried affair; they were married by proxy
sc when she arrived in France everything was
signed, sealed and delivered. She was completely
ignorant of the facts of life. So great were the
precautions taken 1o prevent a repeat of the

unhappy cpisode, which marred the life of
another Hapsburg Princess, that all her reading
material was stricily censored and all the animals
and even birds she was allowed a5 pets were
females of the species.

On the wedding night Bonaparte — an
impatient man a1 the best of tmes — had great
difficulty in convincing his bride that what he
was about was not only & very CoMmMmon practice
but was also extremely popalar. It was the way
&l humans, common and Royal, came into being
and if an Empress had another parpese in life
then be did not know of it,

And Conor Crulse O'Brien intellecrually
reprints Burke's rubbish about Royal families.

Burke does not like Danton's words: **flung
down to the Kings of Europe the head of a King
as.a gage of battle”,

The tragedy of the French Revolution was the
fall of real revolutionaries like Murat,
Robespi and Saint Juste and the de-
gencration into military dictatosship. Bonaparte
betrayed the revilution, he was the carpet-bagger
of the revolution, bul one lesson he did not
forget. He understood war and for this i e
ane revolutionary principle remained — “every
sobdier in the ranks carries a marshal's baton in

England during the first few years of its life —
meetings of support were held and messages of
{riendship sent to the French National Assembly.
prmeFMwaimnunwueofllw

A Mﬂi of this nature in  London
particularly annoyed Burke; a Cleric, Dr Price,
was the main speaker at the meeting. He said *'1
have lived to see thirty millions of People,
indignant and resolute, spurning at slavery, and
demanding liberty with an imestible voice. Their
king led in trinmph, and an arbitrary monarch

jects!
was a Cleric, no doubt, he said during his speech:
*“What an eventful period is this? I am thankful
et 1 have lived to it; | could almost say, Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in pesce, for
mine eyes have seen thy salvation”

Afier the restoration of Charkes the second &
Cleric called Rev. Hugh Peters was executed for
high treason. The high treason amounted to an
expression of opinion in relation to Charles the
Firss. Burke in his warning says: "It was deposed
that when King Charles was brought 1o London
for his irial, the Apostle of Liberty in that day
nmduuedﬂk'rrmm "I saw", says & witiess,

“*his majesty in the coach with mhonﬁ and
Peters riding before the King triumphing’

Dr Price, when he talks as if he had made a
discovery, only follows a precedemt; for, after
the commencement of -the King's trial, this
precursor, the same Rev. Peters, concluded a
long prayer at the royal chapel at Whitehall. He
said: “*I have prayed and preached these WPM)‘

1 may say with
mow lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, fot
mine eyes have seen thy salvation™. Peters had
not the fruits of his prayer; for he departed
neither 50 s00n as he wished, nor in peace. He
became himself @ sacrifice to the triumph which




he led as Portiff. They dealt at the Restoration,
perhaps, too hardly with this poor good man.

Baoth Burke and Dr ' Brien know the manner
of the Rev. Peters death. He was Hierally

, drawn and quartered — that is he was

half- lwmd and when still alive his stomach was
slit open and his intestines drawn ouwt and
burned. His body wu:henqunns!d

Charles ic friends
had a ringside seat u m-s spectacle. Another
wictim was treated in this manmer just befare the
Rev. Peters and when the executioner was half
way through the operation of disembowelipg, he
stopped work and rubbing his bloody hands to-
gether called to the Rev. Peters to ask ““how he
liked his work''. Charles the Second and his
Aristocratic friends laughed loudly and long and
considered that it was a ferrific joke.

It is, of course, quite in keeping with other

examples of royal ba

COme of the King Rmummewcuwdbyhﬁ
successful royal rival by having a red-hot poker
pushed up his backside and this was such a
common method of executhon favoured by royals
that it has a special latin name — seldom
translated by classical scholars — they do not
even mention i, The practice was revived in
Ireland during the *98 period under the more
vulgar name of “‘making freemasoms™. The
military went about the country Mogging, n.pu'nc,
picketing, plich-capping, half-hanging, hanging
and **making freemasons™,

These events did not really get into their stride
until after Burke's death; Dr. O'Brien knows
about them but prefers to allow Burke's
statement on executions in France during the
early difficult years following the revolution to
stand unchallenged. Burke's statement was a
part of the effort he was making 10 prevent a
peace which seemed a possibility following on
the defeat of the foreign armies which the King
of France called to his aid against his own

people.

Dr O°Brien prefers to quote from Burke's
“‘Letter on a Regicide Peace™, It was his effort 1o
prevent the resumption of diplomatic relations
between the Government of the French Republic
and the Royal Courts of Europe. “At the
opening of those doors, what a sight it must be to
the plenipatentiaries of royal impom in the

which will be granted 10 lbﬁl‘l according to the
senbority of their degradation, mkmg into the
regicide presence, and, with the relics of the
smile, which they had dressed up for the levee of
their masters, still Mickering on their curled lips,
presenting the faded remains of their counly
graces, 10 meet the scornful, ferocious, sardonic
grin of a bloody rulfian, who, while he is
receiving thels homage, is measuring them with
his eye, and fitting to their size the stider of his
guillotine."

Un Marie (let them eat cake) Antoinette Burke
really excells himself. How did Dr O'Brien's
reputation as a “liberal™ survive raising this sort
of mazerial from the dead.

"It is now sixicen of sevenleen years since |
=w the Queen of France, the Dauphiness, at
Versailles; and surely never lighted on this orb,
which she hardly seemed 10 touch, a mone
delightful vision, 1 saw her just above the
horizon, decorating and cheering the elevated

sphere she had just began to move in, glittering
like a morning-star, full of life, and splendor,
and joy. Oh! What a revolution! and what a
heart must 1 have, to comtemplate without
emation that clevation and that fall! Litle did |
dream when she added titles of veneration to
those of emhusiastic, distant, respectful love,
that she shoubd ever be obliged 1o carry the sharp
antidote  againyt  disgrace in thar
bosom; litthe did [ dream that | should have lived
to see sisch disaster fallen upon her in & nation of
gadlant men, in a nation of men of honotr and of
cavaliers. | thought ten thousand swords must
have beaped from their scabbards to avenge even
@ look that threatened her with insult — but the
mge of chivalry is gone. That of sophissers,

ists and has and

the glory of Europe is extinguished for ever.

MNever, never more, shall we behold that generous.
loyalty 1o rank and sex, ﬂm proud submission,

that dignified obedience.”

It is & sirange son of mind which belicves that
this can be a barrier to revolution. This sort of
writing is resurrected and put forward against the
revolutionary  ideas Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity. It is easy to understand, if occupying

n in society, the atraction of
'llm prowd submission, that
dignified *. In a stratified sockety
words of that nature do not mean just homage (o
Rayals; they mean homage to those above from
those below, all through society. The Royals just
happen to be at the top of the pile; the greater
part of the population is at the battom,

Extreme reactionarics always attempt to defeat
logical agruments in favour of changing society
with highly emotional language whiich pictures
complete breakdown of society if a change is
made. Burke s posuu]yﬂu father of the idea of
discrediting progress in this way. Echoes of his
language can be heard in the O'Brien writings
and starements.

Burke presents (he agruments agamst
abolishing the French monarchy in this way:
*'Cm this system of things, a King is but a man; &

is but a woman; 3 woman is bul an
animal; and an animal not of the highest order.
.I\Illwuugepnd:omscnnmuum
and without distinet views, & 1o be regarded as
romance and folly. Regicide, and parricide, and
sacrilege, are bui fictions of superstition,
cormupting  jurisprudence by  distroying
simplicity. The murder of a King, or a Queen, or
& Bishop, or a father, are only commeon
‘hamicide; and if the people are by any chance, or
in any way the gainers by ii, a son of homicide
much the most pardonable, and into which we
ought not 1o make (00 severe a seratiny.’”

The dishonesty of Burke and, of course, Dr
©'Brien is also a part of the deception, is well
llustrazed by a piece 'of rubbish which Burke
wrote about the King of France as a prisoner in
the fourteenth century. *If the King and Queen
of France, and their children, were 1o fall into
our hands by the chance of war, in the most
acrimonious of all hostilities (1 deprecte such an
event, | deprecate such hostility) they would be
treated 1o ancther sort of triumphal entry into
Lomdon. We formally have had a King of France
in that situation; you have read how he was
treated by the victor in the Field; and in what

manner he was afterwards received in England.

Four hundred years have gone over us; but |
believe that we are not materially changed since
that period. Thanks to our sullen resistance io
innovation, thanks to the cold sluggishness of
our national characier, we still bear the stamp of
our forefathers. We have not (as | conceive) loss
the generosity and dignity of thinking of the

th century; nor &5 yet have we subtilized
ourselves into savages. We are not the converts
of Rousseau, we are not ‘the disciples of
Voltaire.”

BURKE was not unurlm of hum. when lu

deliberate intent. Dr ' Brien is not ignorant of
history. When he talks about the fourteenth
century Burke is obviously referring 1o the
“‘Black Prince”. This gentleman captured King
John the Second of France and he was laer

towards his Royal Captive. He waited on him at
table but it is a well known fact that in feudal
times — before states had a sharply defined

image — the nobility had much more in common
with their own class in places under other rulers
than they had with the common people under
their own rule. The “Black Prince™ and his
chivalrous treatment of John the Second of

" captured a town. I1 cannot be said that
the awfil barbarities committed against the
common  people  were done  withous  his
kmwled.p.nnnwdknml‘mlhllﬁmmms

was one of his “entertainments'’.
Bothﬂu “Black Prince’* and the King of France
regarded themselves as a part of Christendom —
parn of & common chivalry.
common

that war his descendant, the Dauphin Charles,
became King of France with the aid of Joan of
Arc, Stnwnhhbmmhlﬂuwl
woman and of the common people; when

was captured she was threatened with lheﬂd
and some other Instruments of Royal

and then most chivalrously burned at the stake.
This is & very well known fact but Burke and
O’ Brien somehow 10 miss it. It did not
B0 with the lie they were telling so they left it out.
No onc can pretend that Burke was a
democrat. To him the leaders of the French
Revolution were: **suddenly and as if it were by
enchantment uw;dmd from the humbliest rank

placed in the I\mds of men not thought
habitually 1o respect themselves; who had no
previous foriune in character at stake; who could
muumdwwwhmdm.aw
discretion, a power which they
ﬂumsdve more than any others, must be
surprised to find in their hands™,

It would be difficult to get the impression from
redln that piece that Burke represented two
in Parliament.
KmMmbwhun:mnmmn
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generaliy recognised 10 be one of a small number
of lﬂlb‘ great minds which the human race has
Brien's views on Burke differ

“guilt by association' and language that was
deliberately highly coloared in order to distort
plain facts out of all recognition.

Dr O’ Brien uses the very same techniques in an
endeavour 1o discredit the oaly serious party of
the left in Ireland. nkmdmr«

are i 6o

people, and subject 1o no common Mr
is the here for that

military elite, and for nothing cse,”

“Thas Burke-like rubbish was firsz pablished in

1974, The words were firn spoken by the
mmymin October 1971, They are
Incladed in an Appendix to the 1979 edition of
his book “*States of Ireland™. The piece has a
style and a distontion of facis worthy of Burke —
with whom the Doctor quite obviously identifies.
Every word is carefully weighed and balanced 1o
have the maximum effect in presenting a picture
of a Party completely divorced from the people
and their interests. The very opposite is the truth.
Attacks of this degree of vidousness and
are now usually reserved for the

Party's Economic Affairs Department.
In spite of OBrien, and quite a number of
\~dwme

have a full commitment to the working class,

1f we do need inspiration from the eighteenth
century then let it be Murat, Robespierre and
Saint Juste; bt is be Libemy, Equality,
Fraternity. A serious Party of the working class
must accept the Jacobin words, the Jacobin
slogan, sincerely and in full measure; s
individual members must accept the Jacobin
words in spirit and in fact. A serious working
class Pamfor ts individual members cannct play

pames and only pretend to accept Jacobin
principles because if this Iwwuu the politically
educated, class-conscious workers quickly find

ways and means of expressing their revulsion.
the Eton educated liceman;
the man from the family owning

others, the working class should Orwell,
1o its ranks with d arms. i
They have given, many of them, the greatest
service to the working class — have

possible
endured every sacrifice in the service of the
working chu There must be no shadow of
reservation against accepting intelloctaals as full,
loyal comrades.
It is, however, necessary Lo keep (wo eyes open
ht “the out and out vulgar bourgeois™ and
“expensively educated fools' posing as
“intellectuals in the service of -the working
class”. It is absolutely necessary to ruthlessly
drive such people out of a serious panty of the
working class, if for no other reason than to
protect the good name of real intellectuals who

one of the few Rolls Royce cars in Czarist Russia
and Dr O'Brien from the family owning one of
the few ocean-going yachts in Edwardian Ireland
have, none of them, anything of value to say 1o
the working class. Palitics of the right will never
be 1o cl i
warkers; they are seen to belong 1o the same

category &5 those of the now politically
discredited Kissinger.

D O'Brien has now moved on 1o his real
home. He is editor of the American owned,
British  establishment, Sunday paper  The
Observer. George Orwell used work for tha

paper.

Loyalism

Henry Patterson

THE TERM “loyalism' is such a vague and
general one that it should not be wsed as any-
thing more than a convenient shorthand. 17 it is
nat, there will be a dangerous tendency to frea

trade union movement. A serious marxist history
of class conflict in Ulster from the 18905 to the
15505 hias still 10 be written. But enough is known
w0 b0 tread the Protestants

have the unity of a *probi
obstacle in the struggle 1o
In fact the key question which such an approach
can’t deal with is the basis for the Protestant
class alliance which came into existence at the
end of the 19th century and which formed the
basis for the Northern Ircland state throughout
its history from 1521—1972,

One of the reasons for this is the inadequacies
of the “‘master’s’ writings on Ulster. This is
«certainly the case for Marx and Engels — not one
of their many discussions on Ireland addresses
itsell pnmmhr to the Ulster question, and in
particular uneven development of Irish
apdllwn-duch is important in any attempt to

Loyalism, is simply not acknowledged.
For Lenin the Ulsier question was significant
‘mainly for its delaying effects on the granting of
Home Rule — the limited form of self-

— they are an
ain national unity.

as a basically
lowever, any serious analysis of the past
history of this community, or of its
contemparary politics, reveals no such simple
unity, It is crucial that it is grasped that the
Protestant community has only been unified an
one jssue — opposition to inclusion in a 32
county Irish ssate. For mm nationalists, of
‘course, this is all it is really necessary to say. For

Ulster i
groap. Hi

beyween

the *“Irish People” and " British Imperialism" —
the Protestants are a misled “'loyalist’’ minority
wha support the enemy. Their anti-nationalism is
regarded as sufficient justificmion for wremting
them as a unified group.

For Marxiss the question of the nature of
Protestant unity should be more call.
After all, it should be well known that with its
long history of capitalist industrialisation, the
Belfast area has a powerful labour tradition in its
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as mass. From a materialist
punlloﬂ nngmldupmmlm existence of
class conflict has had its inevitable effects on
forms of Protestant politics and ideology. One

expect Marxdsts to stan off with the
Wllmolﬂuwﬂlluw beyond the obviows
unity which is all the ideologues of nationalism
are concerned with, and 1o be wary of accepting
stereotypes which portray the Protesiants as one
bowler. hlmd. marching mass of Orange
bigotry. Unfortunately m expeciations would

e disappointed.

Marxism and Ulster

The potential student of Ulster palitics has been
faced, at beast until recently, with *‘Marxist™
approaches to Loyalism which are written from
within a simplistic nationalist frame of reference.
Geoff Bell's The Protestants af Ulster is a recent
example. From this perspective the Protestants.

which the Liberals proposed before
1914, There was no basis in his approach for
understanding the origins, suppart, durability
of the Protesiant class
alliance. It is clear that he lacked adequate
knowledge of the situation referring to the Ulster
Volunteer Force as an instrument of English
landlords and its composition as “armed gangs
of Black Hundreds"", He consequensly seriously
underestimated its strength as a  popular
mml
, the creator of Irish Marxism,
dmpht his period in Belfast as a unjon organiser
from 191114, has, in this area a2 least, left an
unfortunate legacy for later generathons of Irish
marxists. He tended to treas the Uniomist
movement simply as 4 manifestation of religious
bigotry instigated by the Belfast boargeoisie to
keep Protestant and Catholic workers divided.
By trenting Unkonist »denlm simply as religious
bigotry, he imated its



strength. This strength anose from the fact that it
wasn't simply lies and illusion, but gave a
specific form of expression to a real structural
dwm jon in the geographical entity called

“lreland"", Ubster was dominated by a mode of
production — capitaliss machine industry — that
was distinet from the dominant mode of
production in the rest of Ireland — commercial
capitalist agricubure. This of itsell does mot
explain everything about Loyalism, however the
tradition of analysis initiated by Connolly which
did not take it into account can only be seriously
defective. A more critical approach to these
writings of Connolly is necessary if there is 1o be
any advance in Marxiss analysis of Ulster.

‘The Labour Aristocracy theory

This theory is much in vogue amongst “'critical™”
and uncritical supporters of the Proves “antl-
imperialis™ straggle. Despite its superficial
Leninist gloss it departs fundamentally from
Lenin's injunction that the “Hving soul" of

Marxism was the *“concrete analysis of concrete
situations”. Its nnlnl of departure s the
i Between the

fundamental weapon by which the bourgeoisie
attempts 1o control and resolve these conflicts in
its own interests. The labour aristocracy theory
produces a crude and one-dimensional nluor)‘od’
the Morhern lreland state. The Protestant
masses have supposedly supporied this state
mmih thick and thin because it defended their
privileges. What is missing from this is any
notion of the siruggle involved in the Protestant
bourgeoisic gaining and holding power. Ity
victory here was one not only over Ulster
‘Catholics but over the traditions of secular
labourism and class consclousness in  the
Protestant working class. This had manifested
itselfl in the mass strike of shipyard and

Proeestant and Catholic communities in areas
like jobs and housing. However, this fact is then
abstracted out and becomes the key to unlock all
the mysteries of Loyalism. In fact it is used in
such an imprecise way that in explaining every-
thing it explains nothing at all. The work of

lobshawm, Foster and Gray has demonstrated
that if the notion is 1o be used then it must be
dane and with precision. lis use in
Loyalism s and

reductionist.
Imprecise because it often slides from defining
a specific section of the Protestant workers —
skilled and unionised workers — 1o the
Pimwtwlti\gdlau-ﬂmk.ﬂmiu
‘what way an unskilled or unemployed Protestan
wkﬂlMulnMrRoww Ballymacarret can
be seriousty a "labour aristocrat” is
never explained, W«.mlrﬂnmm
used a bit more seriously, to refer only to skilled
workers it is beset with problems. There is the
massive one involved in explaining the politics
and ideology of the majority of Protestant
workers who were not labour aristocrats. There
is the question of its use 1o cover a far longer
period of time — ﬂduw-onlu:m:—:m
serious Marxists have thought appropriate. F
umnmﬁmmwmummumﬂh
John Foster, the Iabour aristocracy was the
temporary product of a particular phase in the
of British capitalism. It is a sign of
the bankrupicy of much that passes for Marxism
in Ircland and Britain, that IIK most basic
questions of the aymlh(
in Ulster have mot b
The other fundamentsl objection to this
theory is its crude reductionism which viclates 3
central component of the Leninist use of the
term. For Lenin, the labour aristocracy was not
economic

towards sections of the working class. In other
words, its classical use was inseparable from an
‘analysis of the state. But 1o analyse the state is to
analyse all the main conflicts and contradictions
in society, for the capitalist state is the

Ireland siate is coatested, the constiuency for
radical politics amongst the Protestant working
«class will be a very limited one. A pre-requisite
for left advance in Northern Ireland b 2
separation of the question of democracy from
the national question. Whils: all manifestations.
of Loyalist sectarianism should be opposed,

desires 1o stay within the United
Kingdon have 1o be respected.

If this was done, and as yet only Republican
Clubs/ The Workers' Party have moved far in
this direction, the left could hope to take
advantage of the important divisions thar have
developed i Loyalist  politics  since the
imposition of Direct Rule in 1972, The
dominance of the Unionist Party up to 1972 had
been crucially tied 1o its control of the central
and local state apparatuses. When this control
was lost after 1972, the party entered a period of
strateghc disarray which has allowed Paiskey's
Democratic Unionist Party to set the tone of
Loyalist politics. The predominantly -negstive
reasons for Palskey's successes are obvious — the
uuknqwu of Official Unionism and the lnn

Pvmummﬁlsmdthhnnwhﬂw

Political Implications
The labour aristocracy theory by assuming an
un-problematic unity based on privileges &
incapable of registering divisions amongs: the
Protestant masses. This has disastrous political
Imdha(km For an essential pre-requisite for
of progressive polites is 10
bnido-utlrdimnl'hhmﬁsmndelua
AWREEHIESS AMONES!

amongst

wais for an end 10 their position as an oppressed
minority — for a subsantial democracisation

mnfmnlnnnm.mhdﬂmbn Bu

more tial of suppori amoagst the
masses, north and south, no

could support & could only be

by ion of the

, the national question is subordinate
lolbenﬁofanun;llubmpuﬁh
conditions for the straggle for socialism, By
arguing that the national question has primacy in
the Norh, some Irish Marxisis are blind 10 the
fact that as long as the exisence of the Northern

say is that such a strategy will demand a much
mare serious analysis of Loyalism than most of
the left in Ireland and Britain has yet produced,
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The Tragedy of Palestine
Egbal Ahmed

Edward W. Said The Question of
Palestine (London, Routledge 1980);
265pp £7.50.

EDWARD SAID's The Question of Palestine is
by far the most impassioned ard morally
compelling book by an Anab nnce Ccuvu
Antonins wrote his classic Arab i

and distinet people — the Filastini — the large
majority of whom had, in the seventh century,
converted to lsdam, thereby integrating into an
Arab cultural life nourished by cities such as
Hebron, Haifa, Nablus, MNazareth, Ramallah
and, above all, Jerusalem. Within the framework

of a great medieval civilisation, the small Jewish.

and Christian minorities of Palestine — both Akl
MKM (he tllu‘lrud peoples of the Books —

1938. But, wnlike Antonius, who document !\1
imiperial Britain's betrayal of its First World War
Arab allies and foresaw the tragedy of Palestine,
Said is profoundly optimistic. In the awesome
uncertalnties and violence of Middle Eastern
politics, he knows two things to be certain: that
“the Jews of Israel will remain; the Palestinians
will also remain'. Therein lies the uniqueness of
this book, for Professor Said, a member of the
Palestine National Council and one of the moss
influential Arab intellectuals today, is the firs
Palestinian writer to argue for the necessity of a
full-scale political encounter between the Jews
and the Palestinians *whose past and future ties
themn inexorably together”,

Since he is likely 1o be attacked by die-hards
and apologists on both sides, it should be stated
at the outset that Edward Said's is an essay in
reconcilistion.  He  writes  with  apparent
conviction that *both Palestinians and Jews in
Palestine have much to gain — and obviously
something 1o bose — from a human rights view of
their commeon sitaation, a5 opposed to a strictly
national perspective on it*. He argues that a
political settlement requires the recognition of

Palesinians fully realise that their Other, the
Isracli Jewish people, is a concrete reality with
which they must live in the fusare’, it is lsracl's
refusal to recognise the reality of Palestinian
existence which prevents a resolution of ll|=
conflict. This is a contention which
adversasies will undoubtedly challenge, but I|t
shows, quite convincingly, that historically and
idelogically, in politics no les than in law, In
diplomacy and war, “negation’ of the Palestinian
reality is the "most consistent thread running
through Zionism'. He insists that peace depends
on acceptance by lsraelis and Americans — the
1wbtmglmlmmhnlﬁw:—lhltoh¢m9k
has been rendered homeless and is still subject to
and discrimination for the beneflit
of another.

For mare than a millenium, the boundaries of
Palestine, ofien Muctuating, had always included
the land between the Mediterranean and the
Jordan River. The rich country in the fertile
crescent was inhabited by a relatively prosperous
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were
lapses such as under the Caliph al-Hakim i?%—
1021 AD) who was harsh to Jews and Christians.
In time, conquerors and immigrant came,
settbed or went away, but the Arab majority
held; evem in 1947, when the United Mations
took up the question of Palestine, 1,237,000 of
its popalation was Arab, 614,000 were Jews. In
1948 the centuries-old cominuity of Palestinian
life was completely broken. Palestine, as Said
puts it, “ceased 10 exist except a5 3 memory, a5 an
idea, as a political and human experience, and an
act of sustained popular will. Zionism put into
question not merely their national ﬂﬂ!ls or

Justice
commitment to their land. It Mppmod\dokaﬂy
in telescoped time, and under British colonial
domination — facts which intensified this

10 per cem of Palesting's population in 1919,
succeed in establishing there in 1548 a Jewish
state from which the majority of the natives
muieﬁ.wilklbemnlnummlﬂr by

. second-class residents? And why did the
w.'|lll and liberal West ﬂw its

people, for a people without land" was not an
expression of sheer ignorance; rather, it was an
Meological siatement, the declaration of a
political programme totally congruent with the
contemporary ethos of imperialism. Using a wide
range of writers from Alphonse de Lamartine
and George Eliot to Reinhold Neibuhr and
Edmund Wikson, Edward Said shows chat it was
the dominant ethos of smission civilisatrice —
based on the notion of inequality berween races
and cultures — which tumed the Zionist-
Palestinian straggle into one between a *higher”
mission and a “humble® reality; it belped the
Ziondst *interpretation” of Palestine triumph over
the Palestinian “presence”. It was thus that Lord
Balfour, Britain's Foreign Secretary, could write
in 1919 tha: Zionism's ‘presen needs' and
“future hopes' were “of far profounder import
than ancient land". Sakd shows that, in time, the
language changed but the mission did ot. After
the Second World War, when the US inherited
much of Britain's Emperial reach, Reinhold
Neibubr, jointly with six other American
notables, would proclaim that  American
interests “dictate speedy modernisation of the
Middle East’; that the Muslims present a
‘hopeless® picture  of  backwardness  and
despotism, and that *there is only one vanguard
of progress and modernisation in the Middle
East, and that is Jewish Palestine’. Gentiles and
Jews thus became united in denying the native
Palestinians *their status as sovereign and human
inhabirants’,

Secondly, the Palestinians’ cause wenl wn-
represented in the western world, whose support
for lsracl was decisive in the outcome of the
sruggle. Rather, as westernised and emancipated
Semites, the Zionims sought to be and
Increasingly became the interpreters of Arabs
and Islam in the West. In one of the finest
sections of this book, Said shows Gearge Eliot,
in Deniel Deronda (1876), portraying an
idealised Zionist state as a “voice among the
wwkm‘Eland West', a ‘medium of
transmission and understanding®. And it was ‘10
bring the brightness of Western lreedom amid
the despotisms of the East’. The idealism
legitimised policy, consecrated influence and

support to so obvious and monumental an

. such overt discrimination based on
ruﬁwuaduhwtﬂ To answer these questions
Said draws heavily on his resources as a liverary
critic and retarns to the themes of

at the same time #s it

ed the culture, the humanity of the
native. Said gives ample evidence of Zionist
leaders and ideologues from Herzl through
Wﬂ.ﬂ\lﬂ lo Btﬂ Gurion am Ylkbv Harkabi

his highly acclaimed earlier work. His answers
are difficult to summarise, for he knows that the
creation of lsrael resubted from a ‘complex,
many-gided struggle, and a full-scale war'. Yet,
because they bear on a present situation which
includes the Zionist atempa 1o colonise the Wess
Bank of Jordan, the Golan Heights and Gaza as
uﬂnlﬁmlmd.ommmhhmldm

FIMM ‘internationalised imperialist per-
spectives on the **natives' and their **territory”,
the Zionist movement leaned heavily pn the
West's racism, and its deep prejudices about

the and

utimarely deny their very existence. Thus, uu
Fionist slogan about Palestine as ‘a land without

< “eruel’,
*despotic’, ;rw "backward’, ‘cunning’ and
‘medieval’ Arab and his culture 1o the Wes.
Idealism also yielded omniscience; since 1917
Zionists have been claiming 1o know better than
Arab leaders and organisations the unexpressed
— suppeessed, repressed, misdirected and
unformed — wishes of the backward Palestini
mass. To anyone who follows the US media's
discussion of Islam and Arabs, or the ‘progress”
of the lsracli-American-Egyptian  talks . on
Palestinian autonomy, the argument must be
obvious. For those who need convincing, Said
offers ample evidence that, an occasional
dissenting voice notwithstanding, the Middle
East s siill seen in the US ‘from the Zionist

ive'; and in more than one way the
Palestinians still await a fair hearing and the
right to self-representation.




‘nmdly il\e sireﬂsth of ?Jnmsm lay in
wiih d

diseriminatory distribation of water supplies, by

aention 1 lo drull From the anu of the
movement, Zionist leaders e of ‘re
constituting” and ‘rebuilding’ Palestine; and they
knew that this was to be done "on the ruins of the
Palestinians’ homeland’. Thus, in 1895,
Theodore Herzl wrote in his Digries of the
eventual necessity of “spiriting the penniless
population...across the border’, noting that
‘both the process of expropriation and the
removal of the poor must be carried ous
discreetly and circumspectly’. Forty-five years
later, in 1940, Joseph Weitz, then Director of the
Jewish National Land Fund, would write in his
diary that 'there is no room for bath peoples in
this country’; that ‘the only solution is Eretz
Israel, or at least Western Eretz lsrael, without
Arabs. There s no room for compromise on this
point... Wuuwtwi leave a single village, not a

single tribe.
Doing this with *discretion’ M a
complex and — backed by

well-organised policy
such ‘moderase’ entities as the Jewish Natlonal
Fund and such *extremist” pioneering groups as
the Stern and Irgan gangs — leading to the en-
circlement and emancipation of the native
the i chvancod

» of

by naked force, lsrael has begun to suffocate the
occupied native population. Neither Egypt, nor
Syria, nor Jordan, nor Saudi Arabia, nor even
the PLO, have so far countered this fateful
development.

Easi, H:luuwedmi’onkwwmonun:

politics.  Although every government
eblnphulbel‘a]umhname “the number of
Palestinians dead i Arab government hands is
Wm He is hard on the ‘antiquated

wnummdmorwmb

to doubt this — the land alienation and
dispossession of a majority of the Arabs in the
West Bank, Gaza and Golan is virtually assured.
Said, who supports the PLO's demand for a
separate state on the West Bank and Gaza,
obviously knows but does not openly state the
tragic fact that what the Palestinians are
duundiuloduumlwnw:hlhemm
of lost right o a fi

dhnomlm of another cholce between exile

nrmmmmmamm

countries’, " “minority
aaod'mlnd‘ their ‘uncritical commitment to
state power for its own sake' and their
“perpeiuation of police states in the name of
fighting Zionist aggression”. He is critical of
Palestinians, *historical

also, for making
appearances largely in the form of refusals and
rejections’; and for ‘mindless’ violence which
cost innocent lives. He is at his best, though,
when he draws- on Palestinian [terature to
nmrw:hirunu.lm‘tmhhmlﬁde
the ‘ironic lemm between

the Palestini
and disti Ml‘mmmﬂ

Said, "Zionism albei

differerly, as it has to the Jews." For ‘it has been

the Palestinian who has borne Zionism's extra-

ordinary human cost, & cost not only large but
. Since

by
Jewish pioneers. Said describes it as ‘a discipline
of detail’ — a colonisation that creeps “inch by
inch, step by step, “‘ancther acre, another goat"
(a3 Chaim Weizman put it). Alrica

he considers such an
basic 1o he
dwells not only on the Palestinians” physical and
material losses, mm»nmemmmmm
] and moral costs. His

of Algeria, these settlers sought 1o exclude rather
than exploit the natives, ‘extra-territorialise’ the
land and establish upon it mwmlor nﬂnm‘
«even the absent — Russian,

«chapter, ‘Zionism from the stand-point of its
wictims', is by far the most powerful; it is also
likely to be the most controversial, Its power lies
wmmmﬂmnllmmﬂmm

= Jew over that
The Palestinian  peasants  and warkers
mpmdeduhhlm helpless people always
@0 — with protest and resistance, involving
sporadic and generally uncoordinated violence.
11|c elite met Zionism's wedﬁc. arganised,
utionalised

and sorrows of the Palestinians as

b dde-
y

i physical and

ultimate exile. Rather, it derives from the fact

that Said evinces 8 compassionate understanding

challenge witl
md legal briefs invoking mﬂl principles —
their right to self-determination, legal claims to
Palestine, moral appeals for justice. They had mo

parallel organisations and Inahinlluu capable of

responding to Zionis NG SLEAERY
to hold the land; mwwmuuelumllh:
besieged Palestinian communities and of shoring
up their defence and morale. Hence, when the

il h
subsided. It is this environment, rather than the
unproven Zionkst allegation of orders from Arab
w«mmmm which caused the Palestinkan

Ednnd Said motes, unforunately withowt
fully exploring its fateful implications, the many
paraliels berween 1917-48 and the new stage of
Zionist colonisatjion which began afier the
lsraeli-Arab War of 1967. By 1978, when Said
was wriling, 27 per cent of the West Bank's

Israel;
nearly half a million Arabs had evacuated the

Mlhaels
lnhhwml rldﬂmhlbem&m

a Jewish ume, in discriminatory iud
regulations, in the wuch admired *socialia®
Kibbutzim, which effectively practice a wacmol
apartheld, and in a Law of Return which

mmwamuellumum
the right 1o settle in Jerusalem while denying his
mdﬁmws-dmwmm.m:;

between white settlers in Africa and Jews Flua'.g_

anti-Semitism’. He understands 'the
meaning of lirael for the Jews", of the “terror
and exultation’ which have nourished Zionism.
Indeed, he seems 1o know, the sormow of being a
Jew so well that inadvertently at times the
Palestinians appear in this book like reflections
of the Jews. And he writes sadly of his people’s
“extraordinary bad luck' in having to resis
dispossession and colonisation by ‘the most
morally complex of opponents, Jews, with a loag
hluowo!’\dﬁiml.uﬂonmd terror behind them’.
ishing feature of this book is Said’s

there were it

-mmnn and sharply eritical discussion of Arab

signed.
by means of a serles of land sales

Iﬂvlu of Amwar Sadat's policies and their
potential impact. His critique of Camp David is
familiar, and he docs now show an awareness of
he Arabs’ many lost opportunities. At places he
judges hastily. In dmm terroris, i'or
example, Said contrasts Palestinian
the ‘completely asymmetrical records’ of |Iﬂﬂk
terror against Pabestinians. This is true, but
| in the sense that balance sheets of this
kind add to neither morals nor good
politics. That he is *horrified at the hijacking of

women
‘reflects his humanity: mnaonmmim |partisan
of the

also shows courage. But there is in this

also a failure 1o examine the complex and pivotal
role which the PLO's violence played in
focussing world attentlon om the question of
Palestine. After all, for two decades before the
had engaged i

they had to show for it. Similarly, hijackings
became a  typically Palestinian form of
revolutl viokence because they

‘mot only 1o their conditions of exile but also

bocause these were acts which the lsraelis could
pol use a5 pretexts for collective punishments

‘and mass deportations of the people in the

occupied areas; givem Zionism's demographic
war against the Palestinians this was, for the
PLO, not a minor conshderation.

“This review was first published In Roce & Class,
Summer 1980,
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On Behalf of Some Irishmen No Followers of Tradition

They call us aliens, we are told,
Because our wayward visions stray
From that dim banner they unfold,
The dreams of worn-out yesterday.
The sum of all the past is theirs,

The creeds, the deeds, the fame, the name,
Whose death-created glory flares

And dims the spark of living flame.
They weave the necromancer’s spell,
And burst the graves where martyrs slept,
Their ancient story to retell,

Renewing tears the dead have wept.
And they would have us join their dirge,
This worship of an extinct fire

In which they drift beyond the verge
‘Where races all outworn expire.

The worship of the dead is not

A worship that our hearts allow,
Though every famous shade were wrought
With woven thorns above the brow.
We fling our answer back in scorn:

“We are less children of this clime

Than of some nation yet unborn

Or empire in the womb of time.

‘We hold the Ireland in the heart

More than the land our eyes have seen,
And love the goal for which we start
More than the tale of what has been.’
The generations as they rise

May live the life men lived before,

Still hold the thought once held as wise,
Go in and out by the same door.

We leave the easy peace it brings:

The few we are shall still unite

In fealty to unseen kings

Or unimaginable light.

‘We would no Irish sign efface,

But yet our lips would gladlier hail

The firstborn of the Coming Race
Than the last splendour of the Gael.
Mo blazoned banner we unfold —

One charge alone we give to youth,
Against the sceptred myth to hold

The golden heresy of truth.

George Russell (AE)
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