


Z QUIZ No. 2

The first three correct
answers opened on April
20th will receive a free sub-
scription to Z magazine.

1. The Kampuchean government is
not recognised at the UN.

Which grouping holds the UN
seal (supported in that placing
by the Irish government) for
Kampuchea?

2. Whal iwo trade unions joined
together 1o become the Manufac-
turing Science Finance union
(MSF)?

3. Which couniry, with a higher
proportion of Catholics than Ire-
land, voted in referenda in the
Seventies FOR divorce and abor-
tion?

4. Oscar Wilde wrote a great social-
ist pamphlet with a male-
oriented title. What was il
called?

5. For how much did Johnston
Mooney & O’Brien scll their
Ballsbridge, Dublin, sitc some
time before going into voluntary
liquidation?

6. What do the initials GUBU
stand for?

7. By what name do we now know
the writer born Aurore Dupin in
Paris in 18047

8. What cartoonist originated Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, the
Roadrunner, Elmer Fudd and the
rest of the Looney Tunes at War-
ner Bros?

9. It"s Ravel's most popular picce.
You know the one: relentless
rhythm behind a single constant-
ly repeated, but intriguing,
melody line. You can't whistle
it, but can you name it?

10. A new political organisation,
supported by Scnators Brendan
Ryan and John A. Murphy, was
launched in Cork on March 3rd.
What is it called?

Answers will appear in the next issue
of Z MAGAZINE.

ANSWERS to Z Quiz nol
1. 1924; 2. James; 3. Mother Ircland;
4. Australia; 5. Queen Elizabeth 11
6.18 hours per weck, or more for the
same employer; 7. Bob Geldof, at a
civic reception in the Mansion House,
Dublin; 8. January 21, 1919, in the
Mansion House, Dublin; 9. The House
of Commons Environment Committee;
10. Aretha Franklin; 11. Denis Denne-
hy, of fond memory; 12. Margarcua
D’Arcy and John Arden; 13. Travellers;
14. Nil; 15. 1868.
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Lawlor’s land plans

LIAM Lawlor is at the cenlre of local controversy in Dublin West over a
planning issue - and not for the first time. Some years ago, he was in-
volved in an attempl to have land at Lucan rezoned from amenity lo devel-
opment. The land in question included 17 acres he owns.

Now a public hearing by An Bord Pleanala is due to take place into Du-
blin Counly Council's granting of planning permission for €4 houses at a
site in an amaenily area in Paimerstown. And a cenlral figure, again, is

Bovale Developments want to build the houses on a piece of land desig-
nated in the county development plan as amenily. The original planning ap-

But Lawlor and two other Fianna Fail councillors, Sean Walsh and Fin-
barr Hanrahan, took steps to have the application reconsidered and de-
cided on by a vote of the lull council.

On December 12th permission was granted by a vote of 33 lo 26, with
all Fianna Fail councillors present, bar one, voting to grant permission.
Lawlor came under attack at a public meeting in lhe area when he was
asked to declare if he had an interest in the development. He dismissed

Local opponents of the scheme, including An Taisce, point out that the
proposed development is on the boundaries of an area o be covered by a
Special Amenity Area Order which will effectively prevent development in
the whole Liffey valley. This order has yet to be signed Into effecl by the

An Bord Pleanala’s hearing into the appeals against the planning per-
mission may throw some more light on the activities of Liam Lawlor, busi-

Kelly

criticises
PETRA KELLY, Green Party MP in
the German parfiament, has
claimed that iwo leading European
Social Democralic politicians have
recently dismissed Irish neulrality
as irrelevant. Kelly drew attention
lo a statement to the European
Parliament by the Spanish Foreign
Minister, Francisco Ordonez, in
which he suggested that the limits
on military cooperation included in
the Single European Act in order to
accommodate Ireland’s posttion
should be revised.

Kelly also criticised former Ger-
man Chancellor Helmut Schmidt
who said in an interview that Irish
neulralily was only of significance
in relation to the unresolved north-
ern question and Ireland could par-
ticipate in the formulation of a west
European defence policy.

Petra Kelly will give her own
support to active advocales of new-

trality on a visit lo Ireland due soon.

non-stop re-

start

THE Non-Stop Connolly Show,
which helped encourage many
le into radical theatre when
t was staged over a weekend In
Dublin in the mid-Seventles, Is
to be revived In Beliast this
month.

The six-part play by Nargaret-
ta D'Arcy and John Arden which
could run for 18 hours, with
breaks, will not be given a full
stage production. It will be read
and the parts wlll be re-allocated
among the participants In each
of the three ona-hour breaks.

The reading of the show In
Conway Mill, Falls Road, Is part
of the third annual Duchasna
Saoirse, taking place over the
weekend of March 18-19.
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radio special

THE Dublin Travellers’ Education
and Development Group is prepar-
ing a submission to the Independ-
ent Radio and Television
Commission for a licence to run a
‘special interest’ service. These
licences will go, efther on a na-
tional or a local basis, to organisa-
tions which can demonstrate a
demand for a particular category of
music or of information and an
ability to meet that demand.

DTEDG hopes to get other com-
munity-based organisations to sup-
port the submission by undertaking
to provide some part of the pro-
gramming.

Lawlor’s land

plans

LIAM Lawlor s at the centre of
local controversy in Dublin West
over a planning issue - and not for
the first time. Some years ago, he
was involved in an attempt to have
land at Lucan rezoned from
amenity to development. The land
in question included 17 acres he
owns.

Now a public hearing by An
Bord Pleanala is due to take place
into Dublin County Council's grant-
ing of planning permission for 64
houses at a site in an amenity area
in Palmerstown. And a central
figure, again, is Liam Lawlor.

Bovale Developments want to
build the houses on a piece of land
designated in the county develop-
ment plan as amenity. The original
planning application [ast year was
refused.

But Lawlor and two other Fian-
na Fail councillors, Sean Walsh
and Finbarr Hanrahan, took steps
to have the application recon-
sidered and decided on by a vote
of the full council.

On December 12th permission
was granted by a vote of 33 to 26,

with all Fianna Fail councillors pres-

ant, bar one, voting to grant per-
mission. Lawlor came under attack
at a public meeting in the area
when he was asked to declare if
he had an interest in the develop-

ment. He dismissed the question
as absurd.

Local opponents of the scheme,
including An Taisce, point out that
the proposed development is on
the boundaries of an area to be
covered by a Special Amenity Area.
Order which will effectively pre-
vent development in the whole Lif-
fey valley. This order has yet o be
signed Into effect by the Minister
for the Environment.

An Bord Pleanala’s hearing into
the appeals against the planning
permission may throw some more
light on the activities of Liam Law-
lor, businessman and TD.

e

Tory gold

RIO Tinto Zinc, the major mining
corporation, is looking to Tory Is-
land, off the coast of Co Donegal,
as a possible source of gold. But
when the company’s engineers ar-
rive there to act on the prospecting
licence granted by the government
they may find it difficult to keep in
touch with headquarters.

Such is the rundown of services
on the island that by early March,
only one phone was working. In
bad weather and in the absence of
proper harbour facilities, the island
has been unreachable by sea for
weeks at a time through the winter.
Only an occasional - and tempor-
ary - helicopter service funded by
Udaras na Gaeltachta has kept
people moving to and from the is-
land.

S

equality now
"OUR Time is Now" is the slogan
for a conference being or?anised
by the lesbian and gay relorm
group Unite for Change. The gov-
ernment will scon have to intro-
duce legislation to reform the
existing anti-gay laws which have
been found to contravene the Euro-
pean Convention of Human Rights.
The purpose of the meeting is to or-
ganise a united lesbian and gay re-
sponse for this law reform
campaign. The conference will be
held in Dublin on Saturday April
1st and is open to all lesbians and
gay men. Further details from Gay
Switchboard Dublin, tel 01-544855
8pm to 10pm daily or your local
switchboard.

Meanwhile the Irish Council for
Civil Liberties major report on the
rights of lesbians and gay men is
at a final draft stage. Consuitations
with the lesbian and gay com-
munity are now being finalised.
This report argues for full aquality
between heterosexuals and homo-
sexuals in terms of the law regulat-
ing sexual behaviour (age of
consent, etc.) The Report also ar-
gues for a comprehensive anti-dis-
crimination act which would cover
employment, housing, services,
etc., and which would include all
groups vulnerable to discrimination
(travellers, etc.) The ICCL can be
contacted by post al c/o 38, The
Rise, Boden Park, Rathfarnham,
Dublin, 16.
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frontlines

such initiatives create worthwhile
jobs cor whether they serve at times
to further marginalise people.

The conference, organised by
the Combat Poverty Agency and at-
tended mainly by community activ-
ists, marked the launch of a study
of local employment initiatives in
two Dublin communities - From the

written by Pauline
Faughnan, UCD Social Science
Research Centre. Representatives
of both FAS and the IDA outlined
their policy of suppon for com-
munity initiatives, support which
was not all that apparent to those
community activists attending the
conference.

docu-

ments the commitment of unem-
ployed people in two working class
areas of Dublin to create jobs for -
themsslves. Their efforts were not
matched by the State Agencies
cli;narged with employment promo-
i

Claire O'Connor, of the Divorce
Action Group, reflects on the pas-
sing - eventually - of the Judicial
Separation Bill.

fas confusion

WELL over a year after three
stale agencles were amalga-
maled to form FAS, the process
of combining the bodles Is still
not complete. The civil servants
who worked in the Depariment
of Labour's Natlonal Manpower
Service retain civll service
status and no date has been set
for transferring them fully to the
new agency. Nor has any grad-
Ing structure been established
for FAS staff. -

Even with rationalisation
there are far more chiefs at the
top levels than could possibly
be needed. There are argumenis
about promotions. Anybod
who previously controiled a Iittle
Batc of bureaucracy Is trying to

ang onto it.

For groups setting up
schemes, deailng with AnCO’s
strange ways - like only paying
over money 1o external schemes
after they had spent money they
didn’t have - was never easy.
The supposed streamiining of
training and youth employment
schemes has, so far, tended to
make things move difficuit.

musicians

collect

MEMBERS of nearly a dozen
young bands based in Derry and
the surrounding area have secured
support from the Northern lreland
Arts Council and Derry City Coun-
cil for a project to provide resour-
ces for focal s,

The North West Musicians Col-
lective was sel up in Derry last

summoer and is run directly by
members of focal bands such as
Fear of Gods and the Turlle Assas-
sins. They aimed to assist bands
by having equipment and rehears-
al space available for general use,
organising workshops and gigs,
and, eventually, selting up arecor-
ding studio. Last month, they
moved into premises provided by
the City Council.

The Arls Council has promised
support for workshops. And Keith
Donald, popular music officer of
the Republic’s Arts Council (a con-
tributor to Z no. 1) is also helping.
The Colleciive is supported locally
by the unemployed workers group.
The North West Musicians Collec-
tive has already had contact with
the music workshop sel up by the
Peadar O'Donnell Unemployed
Centre in Galway (see news ftem
in these pages) and is seeking
band exchanges with the Republic.

reclaiming
the night

IN continuing protest against rape
and violence, women took to the
streets of Dublin on the night of
March 8th - International Women’s
Day. The aim of the march was to
*reclaim the night from the exclu-
sive hold of men®, says Fideima
Joyce, Women'’s Rights Officer
with the Union of Students in Ire-
land, who organised the march.
Sexual harassment and viclence
against women have gained
priority as issues within USlin the
wake of widespread attacks on stu-
dents - on and off campus. In a re-
cent survey by the Students Union
in Waterford Regional Technical
College twenty-three incldents of
assault were reported, including
two rapes.

USsi's Women's Rights Officer
believes the reporied incidents of
sexual assault are merely at the tip
of a very large iceberg and that the
surveys being undertaken on the
issue in UCD and Trinity College
will produce quite shocking results.
"It is not good enough to argue that
women will be okay if they walk in
groups at night. We have fo take
the night back for ourselves”.
Joyce says, "The Raclaim the
Night March was dismissed by
some as a gesture but it was a vi-
tally important one”.



frontlines

Donegal link

THE FAS office in Ballybofey,
Co Donegal, last month sent out
to dole offices and tu Individual
unempk:{od people detalls of
Jobs In a London pub. The local
placement officer said the circu-
lars had been sent out at the re-
T::“ of a Co. Donegal man In

the bar business in London.
"People are going anyway. If
they have something to go to it
Is better than golng and having
nothing,” he sald.

‘dangerous’
drug cleaned

by court

ORGANON Laboratories, the
drugs company with a plant in Fin-
glas, north Dublin, has won a coun
ruling in Britain quashing an official
health warning about the alleged
dangerous side-effects of one of its
products. Yet Beechams, which
also manufactures the drug, was it:
self proposing to issue its own
warning 10 doctors before the count

]ud_?emom.

he drug is Mianserin, which
ranks fourth in the league of anti-
depressant drugs in Britain. As a
result of the ruling, a journal of the
Committee on Safety in Medicines
had to be withdrawn because it in-
cluded a warning to doctors not to
prescribe Mianserin to patients
over 65.

m-E

DART 203

‘read’ letter

day in Queen’s

AN attempt to influence the oul-
come of a student meeting has led
to the resignation of a prominent
unionist activist in Queen’s Univer-
sity. Peter Weir, Speaker of
Queen’s Student Council and As-
sistant Secretary of Queen’s Union-
Ist Association, tendered his
resignation as Speaker when a let-
ter written by him to a number of
unionist students al the university
was intercepted by republican stu-
dents.

The letter urged unionis!t stu-

a meeting in order to make a num-
ber of decisions that would in-
crease the decision making
powers of the traditionally unionist
dominated student council, In the
letter, Weir stressed "t is essential
that every unionist possible turns
up. The mesting will be over in
less than five minutes.”

Unionists were urged to arrive
five minutes early "lo ensure that
the decision Is taken before the ma
jority of republicans arrive".

The 20 year old accountancy
student was unrepentant when his
plans became public knowledge
after the letter fell into the hands of
republican students. While he ad-
mitted that the letter was “reason-

dents o come five minutes early to -

catering for

the unemployed

THE Brian Boru Cafe at the Larkir
Unemployed Centre in Dublin's
north inner city is organising a fund-
raising Cookathon over 20 weeks.
Neaver reviewed by the restaurant
critics, the BBC is a workers co-
operative which serves good food.
The cale is soekirg trade union
sponsors for a Chef of the Day; the
sponsors will reserve 20 places for
the Chef’s meal at £10 a head.
Chefs who have already been
sponsored include Senator Joe
O'Toole (INTO) and Rosheen Cal-
lender (ITGWU). The Chels of the
Day will be judged on their menu,
food quality, value for money and
atmosphere. The winning chef gets

the real point

THE GLOSS has worn off Dublin
haulage contractor's Harry Cros-
bie’s much-praised achlevemant
In refurbishing the Point Depot
as a concert, conference and ex-
hibition venue. Three months
after It opened he sold half of
the company for cash to a Brit-
Ish firm. The acoustic consuit-
ants have had to be called back
In to deal with the sound prob-
iems. And the restaurant run by
Fitzer's was the acene of a two-
week union recognition dispute.
The ITGWU secured recognition
but two women workers lost
thelr jobs.

Aclevosex:

LOOK.
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(A LAW, AT LAST
— S

Claire O'Connor, of the Divorce Action Group., reflects
on the about turns and strange bedfellows that have -
finally - led to agreement on the Judicial Separation
Bill,

Evcn amid the bitterness of the divorce referendum debate in | 986, there was agree-
ment on one issue - present laws needed 1o be radically reformed to deal with the
reality of marriage breakdown. All political partics and church groups - even those
most vociferously opposed to divorce - acknowledged that existing legislation was
wholly inadequate and reform of family law was urgently nceded. The political par-
tics was agreed that this reform should be in line with the recommendations of the
joint Oircachtas Committce on Marriage Breakdown, the major recommendations of
which were: that irretricvable breakdown of marriage should be the one overall
ground for granting a judicial separation; that a non-adversarial legal remedy should
be available to couples who wish to separate but who cannol agree upon the terms
of their scparation and that, having granted a separation, the same court should have
power to make orders in relation lo maintenance, property, custody of children and
inheritance rights.

In their election manifestos of February 1987, all partics, including Fianna Féil,
re-stated their commitment to the reform of family law. Thus, when Fine Gael TD,
Alan Shatter, introduced to the Diil a Private Members Bill based on the recommen-
dations of the joint Oireachtas Commiltee, il was no surprise that it was welcomed
by the Taoiscach, who indicated that Fianna Fiil would facilitate the passage of the
Bill through the Oireachias.

This consensus was, however, shori-lived. At committee stage the Minister for
Justice, Mr Collins, introduced a battery of amendments designed to wholly change
the character of the Bill. Among these amendments were the removal of irretrievable

_ breakdown as the basis for obtaining a judicial separation; the exclusion of couples

still living under one roof from access lo separation proceedings and the automatic
loss of inheritance rights by spouses on the granting of a judicial separation.

The rcasons for Fianna Fiil"s aboul-face were, and still are, a matter for specula-
tion. However, the effcct of such amendments, if passed, were obvious, The fear of
losing out on inherilance rights, the re-introduction of an adversarial element into
scparation proceedings and the exclusion of those very couples most in need of court
assistance to sort oul their separation would all serve to minimise the number of
couples applying for a judicial separation under the new legislation. It is difficult not
to suspect that this was, indeed, Fianna Fiil's objective in proposing these amend-
ments.

Although the majority of Fianna Féil’s amendments to the Bill were defeated at
Committee Stage (FF were in a minority on the committee), Mr Collins re-1abled
thesc amendments at Report Stage, when the Bill Was being debated in the Diil.

Due largely to the disorganisation of the opposition in ensuring that all deputies
were present for votes, several amendments were passed. In an attempt to re-gain
ground and to prevent the dilution of the main thrust of the Bill, the combined oppo-
sition then voted it back to committee.

When the committee reconvened in mid-January, it appeared that another long,
drawn-out baltle was 10 ensue. Thus it was with some surprise, and not a little scep-
ticism, that non-Fianna Féil committee members heard Dr Michael Woods (who was
standing in for Mr Collins) indicatc that it was vital to get the Bill back to the D4il
as soon as possible. Al this meeling it was agreed that Deputy Shatter and Mr Col-
lins should meet o try to negotiate an agrecment on the final format of the Bill.

Within wecks - in carly February - agreement was announced. With the excep-
tion of the amendment removing the concept of irretrievable breakdown, Mr Collins

" had dropped all the other substantive amendments which he had consistently argued

al Commiltee and Report stage. i

Mt Collins second *about um” is just as baffling as his first. However, the Bill
which will.now return to the Diil is one which will help to alleviate the present legal
problems faced by couples whose marriages have ended. To these couples it is of
little concern whether or not the law regards their marriage as having "irretrievably™
broken down, as long as they have access 1o a legal remedy to sort out their differen-
ccs. It is, however, a pity thal the introduction of such legislation has been marred
by pettiness and bad grace from the governing party. Z]



Clare Farrell reports on the lonely death of a homeless man and
the continuing controversy which has followed it.

AST JUNE, 62 ycar old John Brode-

ick died in the “casual” wardof a Tip-
perary hospital. He died during the
night, The doors to the ward were
locked, and the ward was in a separate
building away from the rest of the hos-
pital. There was no staff there to help
him and there are even unconfirmed re-
ports that other residenis banged on
doors and windows but failed to attract
any attention,

The casual unit was used as a service
1o homeless men in the Mid Westem
Health Board arca. Since his death, Gal-
way Simon Community have fought to

should be locked up in a unit overnight
without any means of help.”

John Broderick was bomn in Limerick,

and spent part of his life in England
where he worked as acoalminer. In 1962
he caught tuberculosis and spent 1wo
years in a Cambridge hospital. When he
eventually retumed to Ircland, he be-
came well known to the Simon Com-
munity in Galway, which he used on and
off. He also used the casual ward at the
Hospital of the Assumption, Thurles.
This is how Marlene O'Connor de-
scribed the unit, which she visited on
hearing of the death, in a report to Na-
B o s IR

. -

sppropriate altemnative accommodation
for homeless persons. Anyway, the 1s-
sues identified, related 10 a transient
population, "who arc rarely from County
Tipperary", it added. y

While Galway Simon was visiling
the Thurles Hospital, and rying to cn-
courage changes and improvements,
Senator Brendan Ryan was requesting
an investigation by the Minister for
Health, Rory O'Hanlon. He first
wrolc on September 28, then again on
November 17 and when by December 2
his letters had only been acknowledged,
he wrote 1o three TDs asking them to

SEATH IN THE WARD

have the matler investigated, keeping a
low profile, they say, so as not to cmbar-
rass the statc or be accused of sensation-
alism. They wanted questions answered:
Why was the ward locked? What steps

would be taken to improve the service?
Woere there other locked units for home-

less men around the country?

On February 20, after nearly nine
months of asking such questions, Gal-
way Simon was told that the ward has
been closed without replacement. But
many imporiant questions have beenun-
answered.

"I'm not happy that a service has
been withdrawn,” says Marlene O'Con-
nor, who worked as Information Officer
with Galway Simon at the time of John
Broderick’s death and was involved in
discussions and correspondence with
the health board over the matter. “The
service as it existed, and as [ saw it after
John’s death was a firc and safcty ha-
zard, but it would not have cost an arm
and a leg 1o improve ibw situation.

"I accept, as the health board has said,
that John Broderick discharged himself
against medical advice from the main
hospital some time beforehand, and that
he was very ill and would have dicd any-
way. But I do not accept that anybody

tional Simon: "The ward is a single sto-
rcy detached building which contains 15
or 16 beds... It appeared to me that the
firc and safcty precautions were not ade-
quatc, particularly in view of the ward
being locked without an attendant being
present. [ pointed this out to Mrde Burca
(Mid-Western Health Board Pro-
gramme Manager, Special Hospital
Carc) and the Matron. They both ap-
pearcd surprised and said the constraints
of cutbacks would not permit the
presence of an atiendant and promised
torefer the fire and safcty mattersto their
firc and safety officer”.

Nobody knows {or surc whether ornot
other patients called for help when
John Broderick died. Nobody knows be-
cause the ward was locked at the time.
But it is possiblc that they banged and
shouted, and it is possible that he died in
distress. Whichever, Marlene O 'Connor
believes he died without dignity.
Confirming the permanent closure of
the ward last month, the health board
said it had been unable to ascertain any
evidence of need for the unit "based on
the Tipperary population per se”, and
said Thurles Urban District Council had
been asked about the provision of more

raisc the issuc in the Diil.
The Minister replicd 10 Senator Ryan

on January 13 last saying that the board
was satisficd that conditions in the ca-
sual unit did not have any bearing on Mr
Broderick"s death. TDs who considered
this reply inadequate asked more ques-
tions in the Ddil. Proinsias Dc Rossa
wanted to know how many other locked
casual units there were around the
country? Why was the unit locked? Why
should homeless men be treated this
way? What guidelines do the department
and health boards apply to the operation
of such units? The minister offered to
have these questions “"checked out”,
"As a major precaution against pro-
voking reaction, we kept our mouths
shuton this issuc bctween June 1988 and
January 1989... for our sense of respon-
sibility, we have been wreated with the
minister’s statcment that John would
have died anyway, and the unit has been
closed down. We said all along that the
service should continue, but the proce-
dure of locking wards should be stopped
and the unit upgraded, or an alternative
service provided,” says Brian Harvey,
Information Officer with National
Simon. "What they have done is morally
indefensible and quite simply wmng.'E
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OF BEING A T.D

As the row over ‘conflicting interests’ in the Su

Company affair worsens, a 2

report looks at how businessmen TDs live, without conflict, in the two worlds
of commerce and politics.

PAT O’'MALLEY was not the TD best chosen o
throw bricks at Liam Lawlor for failing to disclose his
commercial interests. The Progressive Democrat deputy
from Dublin West came to politics from a background in
business.

He presented himself to the electorate as a company
director - but of which companies he did not specify.

One of them is - or was - Real Ircland Lid., publishcrs
of calendars and posicards in Bray, Co Wicklow, Pat
O’Malley became a shareholder in the company in 1986.
He also became a director of the company about the same
time. Yet the files lodged by Real Ircland in the Com-
panies Records Office reveal little of this. In fact, they do
not record O’Malley's appointment as a director of Real
Ircland. Nor do they record his resignation.

The company confirms that he was a director, but is
not any longer. O'Malley became a TD less than a year
after he became involved with Real Ircland. He received
correspondence to his Dail office in his Real Ireland role.

Like many more before and since, Pat O'Malley has
had no difficulty in marrying the roles of businessman and
public representative.

In the absence of a register of TDs', commercial in-
terests and given the limits on the declarations which
councillors are required to make of their property interests
under the Planning Act, the only official. source of infor-
mation about TDs® business activitics is the Companics
Records Office in Dublin Castle where the information is
far from comprehensive and frequently out-of-date.

Companiesare obliged under law tonotify to the CRO
all appointments of directors and to make annual retums
with up-to-date details of sharcholdings and directors, in-
cluding details of the directors’ positions on the boards of
other companies. They arc also obliged to make these an-
nual rctumns promptly. TDs have been no more carcful
than others about ensuring that their companics comply
with these regulations.

Real Ircland has not made any annual relurns since its
formation in 1982 - ncither before, during nor since Pat
O'Malley’s involvement with the company.

The latcstannual retumns lodged by T. Siafford & Sons
Ltd., of which John Stafford TD is dircctor and share-
holder, are for 1984,

Liam Lawlor’s appointment last year as a director ¢
Food Industries plc, courtesy of Larry Goodman, has n
been registered at the Companics Office.

In fact, there is no record of the appointment of ar
of the dircctors who came on (o the board fast year whe
the slcepy Merchants Warchousing was transformed inf
Goodman's vehicle for rapid expansion in the food indu

. Lawlor was asked to become a director of Food Indu
tries, no doubt, because he is a TD, not despite it.

He was previously a director of a refrigeration con
pany called Modular Cold Store Manufacturers, based |
Mohill, Co Leitrim. He ccased to be a dircctor in Decen
ber 1982, just amonth after he lost his seat in Dublin We
- at a lime, in other words, when he might have seemed |
have more time for business activitics. He had resi
a director of Hall Thermotank (Ircland) in 1981.

ONFEBRUARY 28th last, Charlic Hathcy assurc
the Dail that all his ministcrs and ministers of siate had
signed any company directorships they held previously s
as to avoid any potential conflict of intcrest.

Albert Reynolds, the founder and - still - princip
sharcholder in C&D Pet Foods, wasted no time. His re:
ignation from the board of C&D took effect on Marc
10th, 1987 - the very same day that he was appointed go
crmment minister.

His wifc, Kathleen, is a director and sharcholder. H
son, Phillip, runs the company. I is scarccly credible th:
the Minister for Finance would not himself be involved i
family discussions about the company. He would hav
been keenly awarc of the implications for C&D Pet Foox
of his decision to abolish Foir Tcoranta, the state rescu
agency. Foir Teo bailed out C&D atone stage and it holc
a sizcable number of non-voling shares in C&D and has
represcntative on the board - at least according to the
test information filed with the Companies Records Offic:
The last annual retumns filed there for C&D cover the ye
to January 1987.

Vincent Brady took a month from his appointme:
as minister of stale Lo resign his position as director of Li
fey Distributors, a wholesalc company. His wife, Mar
already a sharcholder in the company, had become a d
rector six months previously and remains a director.
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Pat The Cope Gallagher resigned from the board of
his fish cxporting business on the day he was appointed
minister of state. Other members of the family replaced
him; he continues 10 hold 99 of the 100 shares.
Peter Barry took some months after ccasing Lo be

Minister for Foreign Affairs before resuming his position
as chairman and dirccior of Barry's Tea. Other membcers
of the family, including his wifc, Margarct, who sit on the

boards of the scveral Barry tca and invesiment companies
had, no doubt, kept him in touch.

Sean Barrett, minisicr of stale in the coalilion gov-
cmment, has expanded his intcrests in insurance and par-
ticularly in bloodstock insurance since retuming (o the
Opposition benches.

Barreut is associated, in his companics and through
joimnt ownership of racchorses, with a Icading racchorse
brecder, David Nagle, and with Frank Conroy, who is a
dirccior of the bloodstock sales company, R J GofT & Co.
He could be counwed on (o oppose anything which might
affect the very favourable treatment, in taxation, of the
bloodstock industry.

Soon afler the change of government in 1987, shares
in onc of Bameul's companics, Barrcit Baldwin Moloncy
Ltd., which had been held by his wife, Sheila, were trans-
ferred back to him. But so litle did the change scem o
matter and so little is the care taken in recording these de-
Lails that Scan Barreut is listcd on the files in Companics
OfTice as having the occupation "houscwilc’.

Kieran Crotty, Finc Gael TD for Carlow-Kilkenny,
has morc rcason than other TDs to be concerncd about the
aclion the govemment may or may nol lake in the bread
price war, He is a long-standing director, through 20 years
asaTD, of PJ Crouty, the Kilkenny bakers.

Gerard Brady, Fianna Fail for Dublin South
Easl, takes a keen interest in matlers of optical bencfils
and drugs refunds. His family company owns a chemist’s
shop and optician’s business in Dublin.

THESE businessman TDs and many more like them
have, no doubt, found that the information they pick up as
politicians is uscful in making commcreial decisions. At
the same time, their political decisions must be colourcd
by commercial considerations,

Yet few know the factual details of these complemen-
tary - and not conflicting, at least not for the individuals
involved - inlerests.

l &b X

But the outstanding cxample of a TD who achicved
uncxplained personal and business benefit from politics is
the man who appeared 1o take the firm, and morally cor-
rect, line with Lawlor - Charlic Haughey.

In the Sixties, the first decade of his carccr as a TD,
he purchased one large north Dublin property and sold it
for four times the amount. He purchased a Co Mcath farm
and racchorses. He later bought a north Co Dublin man-
sion with 250 acres and stud farm buildings. He was also
abie to purchase an island ofT the Co Kerry coast and build
on it using thc most expensive building method imagin-
able - flying the materials oul by helicopier.

One successlul property deal docs not explain all that,
But Haughey has firmly refuscd to be questioned about,
much less give details of, his business dealings or his per-
sonal wealth,

With that cxample to guide them, more junior politi-
cians are¢ understandably shy aboul revealing fully their
commercial interests,

HOW TO FIND OUT ABOUT
YOUR TD’S BUSINESS
INTERESTS

The Companies Office in Dublin Castle is
the main source. To use it, you need to know a
company name. If you think the company has
the TD’s family’s name, but are not sure, you
can look through the list of companies on the list
(microfiche) for the one ! - ¢ seems most likely.

I1 costs a scandalously high £2.50 to look at
the full file of a company’s records. The first de-
talls recorded should be a company’s registered
oiTice; a particular solicitor’s or accountant’s
address used as a registered office may suggest
a significant link.

The files should record directors and share-
holders of a company and any changes in either
of these. If any director has other directorships,
this should be indicated. Il is always worth look-
ing up files of any such linked companies.

The company files should also contain rec-
ords of any court Judgements of debts owing ob-
tained by creditors. They should also have
details of any morigages or charges on
property.

(It may be worth checking at the relevant
council planning ofTice if there are any valld
planning applications or permissions for that
property).

Files at Companies Office are frequently
out of date; if they are, bring this to the atten-
tion of the office staff.

1
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The efforts to have contraception methods made legally available in the south
started in earnest twenty years ago. Patricia Hegarty wonders if we are any
better off today than we were then. E

"People’s rights as regaras contraceplion weren’t The customs officers allowed them 1o pass.

given to them - they were won. By people like the Irish
Women's Liberation Movement, Mary McGec and the
doctors who opened the first family planning clinic. With-
out them we’d have nothing al all and-what we have at the
moment is inadequate.” That's the view of Jon O'Bricn,
Information and Education Officer of the Irish Family
Planning Assoctiation.

Under-18s cannol get condoms from their local chem-
ist without a prescription. They can legally be married at
the age of sixtcen. Some women are prescribed the Pill be-
causc their docior cannot fit the Cap.

Women in rural arcas have littlc access to family plan-
ning clinics and have to depend on rural GPs "who would
quite often just prescribe the Pill, and not provide proper
follow up”, according to women atiending the Council for
the Status of Women's Health Confercnce last month.

Abortion is banned Ly the constitution and even the
dissemination of information on abortion is unlawful.

Mcanwhilc, family planning clinics are struggling to
survive although they provide a range of scrvices which
many doctors cither will not or cannot provide. The Bray
clinic is faced with closure from lack of funds and the
Cavan group has all but givea up looking for premises.
Though providing an essential service the clinics receive
no government funding and no state subsidy for their
clicnts on Medical Cards.

Contraception in Ircland can more accuraicly be char-
acteriscd by what is lacking than by what is provided. Lack
of information, lack of access and lack of choice. But what
actally is available today and what did il lake 1o reach
this level of provision?

1969: A company called ‘The Fenility Guidance
Company Lid" was formed (later to be the IFPA) and op-
ened its first clinic in Merrion Square, Dublin,

1970: The Contraceptive Train - a group of women
from the Irish Women's Libecration Movement took the
train (o Belfast to buy condoms and other contraceplives,
On their return to Dublin they challenged customs officers
at Connolly Station to arrest them for illegal importation.

1971: The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 1971,
troduced in the Senate by Mary Robinson, was defca
before it could be published,

1972: Mary McGee was defeated in her High Co
case Lo prove that the confiscation of her contraceptive
customs was unconstitutional. The confiscation had b
carricd out under Section 17 of the Criminal Law Amel
menlt Act 1935, which purported to ban not only the s
of contraceplives within the stalc, but also the importat
of them from outside i,

1973: In November, Mary McGoe won her app
casc inthe Supreme Court, This dccision made the impe
ation of contraceptives for personal use legal. The ban
the sale of contraceptives remained, however, and a s
ond attempt by Scnalor Mary Robinson 10 amend the fa
ily planning law failed.

1974: The IFPA was now ablc (o imporl condon
diaphragms and crcams and distribute them by donati
at the clinics, However, they were charged with the p
motion of unnatural methods of contraception in th
booklet under the 1935 Criminal Law (Amendment) A
The case was dismissed. The coalition government ints
duced a Bill o regulate the supply of contraceptives. T
Bill was defealed when the Taoiscach, Liam Cosgravea
six Fine Gael deputics voled against it

1976: The IFPA booklet ‘Family Planning’ w
banned by the Censorship Board.

1977: The High Count declared the ban null and vo
An appeal was lodged by the Aworncy General and t
Censorship Board.

1978: The Supreme Court upheld the High Court d
cision on the Booklet case. The Minisier for Health, Che
iacis“.l. Haughey, publishcd the Family Planning (Hcall

1979: The Family Planning (Hcalth) Act became la
It allowed the sale of all types of contraceptives by ph:
macists only - on prescntation of a prescription, which ¢
be supplicd only to those who require them for ‘bona fid

family planning purposecs.
1983: The so-called "right to life" amendment w
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passcd by rcfercndum, placing a constitutional ban on
abortion and threatening restrictions on some family plan-
ning clinics. Doclor Andrew Rynne was prosccuted under
the Family Planning (Health) Act for supplying ten con-
doms dircctly o a patient. He was fined £500 but this was
dropped on appcal.

1985: Under strong attack from the Catholic Church,
Fianna Fail and conscrvative lobby groups, Barry De-
smond introduced the (Health) Family Planning Amend-
ment Bill. The bill, which madc contraceptives available
lo those over the age of 18 without a prescription, was nar-
rowly passed.

1986: Judge Hamilton found in favour of SPUC in the
High Court and ruled that it was unconstitutional 1o pro-
vide information on abortion. Open Line pregnancy coun-
selling clinic closed down and the Well Women clinics
ended their pregnancy counsclling service. The advice
available 1o women with unwanted pregnancics was Lhus
restricted.

Under the current legislation, some local chemists sell
the barricr methods of contraception: condoms, the
spongc, spermicides. Through some local doclors you can
get the IUD or coil, Depo-Provera, condoms, vaseclomy
and advice on natural family planning methods; the Pill is
available for those who want it for ‘bona fide family plan-
ning purposcs’, and the Moming-After Pill is available as
a posl-coital method, Female sterilisation is available
mainly from private clinics.

Dociors and chemists arc not obliged to provide this
service. Clients can often be surc of a more comprehens-
ive service at family planning clinics - but cannot always
get 1o one, particularly if they live in rural arcas.

Twenty years after they [irst opened their doors the |

IFPA feel that funds should be provided for:

rescarch into medical methods of contraception

information lcaflets on family planning, and

subsidising clinics for medical card clicnts who can-
not afford lo pay.

They would like to sce: ¥

fcmale sterilisation being made widely available
through public hospitals

grealer access 10 services for rural women

a national programme of sex cducation in schools, and

greater training for GPs in family planning.

Legally, they want:

clarification of the ‘bona fide’ 1crms of reference, and
- rcmoval of the ban on the salc of condoms Lo under
18s.

But most of all, says Jon O'Brien, “the state should
recognise family planning as an intcgral part of the na-
tion's health carc and as a human right. They should pro-
vide financial support and assistance lo its grealcr
availability and improvement in standards”.

e COLD -

When is a Women’s Centre not a Women'’s Centre?
When it has nowhere to go. Six years ago in Cavan,
a small group of women began to meet regularly with
the aim of setting up a family planning clinic and
women’s resource centre in the town. Such a clinic was,
in 1983, urgently needed. Alternative facilities were
non-existent. Indeed the very idea of family planning
was taboo with a large section of the community,
among whom there was furthermore an inevitable, al-
though mistaken, association of contraception with the
more complex issues surrounding abortion,

When the Cavan Women's Centre, as the group
became known, started a serious search for rented
premises, these prejudices became manifest. In, of

Clare Greene writes about the difficult
experience of setting up a women's
centre

course, the nicest possible way. Time and again as suit-
able properties became available, the landlords con-
cerned, often initially enthusiastic, would find a
bewildering array of reasons to withdraw at the
eleventh hour. Well, wouldn’t you know?

In the summer of '85 the group had to consider the
possibility that they got the needs of the community
quite wrong. It’s hard to keep banging your head
against the wall without a little reassurance. So we
undertook a door-to-door survey of Cavan households,
visiting one house in five throughout the town, Des-
pondent, we half expected a hostile reaction, but in the
event were overwhelmed by the degree of support
voiced. The approval rate for the proposed clinic ran
to 87 per cent of those interviewed.

Nevertheless as we enter '89 the Cavan Women’s
Centre still finds itself out in the cold. That opposition
persists, resulting in some subtle repression from be-
hind the scenes, is undeniable - any women’s group
operating in Ireland must surely know the feeling!
However it must be said that other factors have dis-
{racted our attention and modified our aims. More em-
phasis on regular and well-attended public meetings
and discussions, the Divorce campaign, and financial
constraints have played a larger part since '85. The ur-
gent need for a family planning service in Cavan has
at the same time been eased by the increasing availa-
bility of such facilities from the local GPs which,
though not brilliant, is a major step forward for women
here. We feel that despite the failure - so far - to set up
the proposed clinic, the Women’s Centre deserves
some credit for the change in local awareness

The past six years have shown many results for the
Cavan Women's Centre, even if they are not as tan-
gible as we would have liked. The group continues to
hold regular meetings and is still looking for a perma-
nent base, The emphasis has moved away from family
planning as the top priority, but the need to face up to
other issues affecting women and their families in
Cavan is as strong as ever, and there is a limit to what
can be done without a place to work from. It’s cold out
here in the snow. Can anybody give us a key?
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. sStare the rat down

Sue Richardson went to "The Accused” and

found that for a film about rape it badly miss:

The. media would have us belicve that one of Ireland’s major talking point
present is that film "The Accused”, Everyone, seemingly is talking abou
If - if - they are though, then its the film itself, not the act of rape, that's the
lalking poini as usual,

One of the best things about the film is the way it shows up the inadequ
of the legal system to deal with rape. However, onc of the worst things abo
it is the way the justice system ends up being both villain and hero - 1o all i
tents and purposes the film has a "happy ending”. This masks the end resul
of the workings of the justice system when it comes to rape.

In the film, the resulis are swraight forward. Because there is a second wi
the woman who was raped gets her day in court, proving to the general pul
as well as the jury, that a rape did indeed take place. She is, as is normal pr
tice, insulted and humiliated by the lawyers of the defendants, but ultimate
she "wins” because the men are found guilty. Six men go to prison: three
rapists and three of their cheering bystanders. That's where the film ends. |
it's not where reality ends.

Prison is the sentence given to those found guilty, of a crime, but what |
the action being punished is not perceived as a crime? The men's perceplic
thal rape is nol a crime is clearly shown in the f:im: all during the rape a
crowd of men stand by, cheering and encouraging the rapists. The result is
that the prisoner feels he is "innocent” - unjustly in jail. Someone is guilty
right - a woman - guilty of landing him in prison.

Research into rape shows that it is an act of violence against women. R:
has little to do with sexual gratification: it's aboul excrcising power to bru-
talise and humiliate women. Men don’t rape women because they love the)
they do it because they despise them. If a rapist goes into prison as a result
despising women, feeling his action was appropriate and that he has been v
fairly jailed, how do you think he’s going to feel towards women when he
oul? The recidivism rate for rapists is high.

Of the devastating psychological after-cifects of rapc on women we see
practically nothing in the film. The general appearance, clothes, manner an
lenruage of the woman who is raped remain much the same throughout the
film. Pregnancy? Venercal disease? No mention. She turns off her pariner ;
weeps a couple of limes and that's about the height of it. Incidenially, the
rayal of the counsellor from the Rape Crisis Centre is very negative.

Most of the reviews of the film have been peppered with sexist expressi
like “'she Maunted hersell™, "she wore a gaping blouse”, etc. The role of clo
ing. behaviour and language are major issues raised by the film. Clothing i
“provocative”, "sexy”, "gaping” - when its worn by a woman. When did yo
ever hear these words used to describe men in body-tight jeans or navel-dis
playing shirts? Men are never sexually provocative. When they dance the v
the rape viclim does it's never scen as being an “invitation™ to rape, Would
man watching the rape of another man by three others say "He's putting on
great show?" And would he then tumn around o another passing man and s.
"It’s your turn next, honey" as one of the bystanders does to the victim's w
tress friend?

I'm not saying men don’t get raped. We all know they do. I'm simply
saying that I haven’i heard male rape victims being told they “asked for it”,

Kelly McGillis who plays the prosecutor was herself raped by 2 men wi
she was a teenager. She says thal whal is needed is for rape victims to spea
out. But it's easy 1o understand why so few do.

A large proportion of rapists arc known to the raped. Rapists, like wom
bauterers and child sexual abusers are "ordinary™ men: the sort you know dg
“do" things like that, They are our fathers, brothers, sons, husbands, lovers,
pariners, friends, neighbours and acquaintances. We know them. They
wouldn’t. So they didn’l. So it must have been her.

Silence on rape, on women batlering and child sexual abuse is collusior
with violence. We collude when we refuse to confront, or discover what is
most unbearable, It will remain that way till this rat is flushed oul into the
open and stared down - until our streets, fields and homes are safe for wom
and children 1o live and play in. ]




In Tralee Labour Party members will be
debating the most radical political and
organisational programme ever pul for-
ward to a Labour Party Conference. This
programme secks lo disengage Labour
from the old moulds that, along with so
many of its European counter-parts, it
finds itself in. :

There are motions to build broad,
democralic alliances with progressive
interest groups, Lo take the fight against
the right wing consensus Lo a wider pol-
itical planc than just the ballot paper and
parliament. There are motions lo enter
into dialoguc with other socialist poliu-
cal partics and independents 1o achicve a
broad socialist alliance. There arc al-
tempts to build real links with the trade
union movement at the grass roots level
between Party and trade union branches
and members. There are motions 10

A
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To move in radical directions, to
break new ground requires confidence,
sclf-assurance and a strong sense of pur
pose. Those pre-requisites are not widc-
spread within the Labour Party. We are
all aware that Labour has yet lo make
any breakihrough in the polls. The re-
cent MRBI polis showed Labour still in
fifth place in Dublin, no increasc in sup-
port in Leinster while in Munster, the
Party wraditional base, our support is
lower than the 1987 clection results.

My fear is that the Party, uncertain as
10 its fure and its inability 1o break
through the right wing consensus, will
seck oul safe ground. People will retreat
to tried and true methods, ‘the right can-
didates’, the clinics, an electoralism that
is failing to present working men and
women with a fresh, radical and pro-
gressive face.

Emmet Stagg, Labour Party T.D. for Kildare, writing here before the Labour
Party conference, fears that the party will seek to play safe in the face of

modemise the Labour Party and bring its
organisation into the late 20th century.
Women in the Party have pul forward
proposals for new women's seciions so
that feminist politics is not treated as a
purcly clectoral device.

That this agenda has not been ireated
with much interest from tho media (last
year democratic clection of the Party
Lecader received all the headlines, but
then that was calcgorised by many as a
power struggle among personalitics)
should not mean that socialists and pro-
gressives outside the Party should ignore
the fine print of this Conference. There
will be the elections for Party officer
(1, again, am facing challenges from the
Trotskyist left and the Right of the
Party), there will be the Leaders®
Speech. But these are manifesiations,
not the real work of Labour Party con-
ferences.

~

declining support.

My fear is that Party members,
though willing 10 break necw ground,
might be hesitant, unsure. Members
cverywhere arc asking themsclves, why
aren't we gaining support; in times of
cutbacks, emigration, unecmployment -
surcly these are times when the Left
should be making an advance.

This, of course, is nol necessarily
true. More times thari not, it is times like
these that make progressive advance
most difficult. As I have never been abe-
licver in the idea that the poorer the
working class gets, the beiter it is for so-
cialists (increasing poverty and aliena-
tion can jusi as casily lead 1o apathy or
fascism), nor do | believe that the more
the Party fails 1o advance, the casier it is
for progressives in the Party Lo arguc for
radical change.

However, | am always the oplimisL
And | have a sense of history (it 100k
democrats inthe Party nearly 20 ycars to
win the simple argument that the Party
Leader should be clected by the Party it-
scll). We will put forward the pro-
gramme, arguc the merits without
rancour, personalisalions or conven-
tional power plays. We will put forward
the vision of a Labour Party struggling
with working men and womnen wherever
their oppression takes place - the com-
munity, the workplace, the marketplace
- inviling people 1o participate in their
own struggles, organising people to or-
ganise themselves. It is a vision well
worth arguing for, well worth working
for. My great hope for this Conference
is that in the first instance wc win people
to this vision, both within and outsidc the
Labour Party. If that happens, voles will
be a mere formality.
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DESPI’I‘E the huge public interest in
whal has become known as the
Father Paddy Ryan Affair, and despite
two recent MRBI polls showing a ma-
jority of people in the Republic op-
posed lo extradition, the Irish
Anti-Extradition Commiltee docs not
have a high public profile. The individ-
ual Fianna Fail activists who have op-
poscd the government have
commanded more altention.

Alistair Rutherdale is not a member
of Sinn Fein. So Section 31 cannot be
blamed. IL is, he believes, the climate
of self-censorship and fear within the
media that hushes any opinion which
might be dubbed ‘republican”,

Alistair Rutherdale smiles at the
thought. He and his fellow campaig-
ners are usually honoured with just

one line: "A group of anti-extradition
protestors were outside. The Gardai

RATR

Ki

~, 'y
V10

1L KING

Cem

pathy for this issue which needs 10 be
reached.”

Being a northemer living in the Re-
public, he acknowledges that many in
the South see the North and partition
as non-issues, irrelevant Lo their lives,
Alistair Rutherdale favours a broad al-
liance of radicals coming logether to
develop a philosophy that could ad-
dress the North, the EC and mulli-na-
tional exploitation,

“The South proclaims itself a repub-
lic but the politicians here are silling
with a begging bowl held out to
foreign investors, who then come here,
1zke, and give nothing in retum. Brii-
ish involvement is one thing, the inter-
national dimension is the other.

"1 do not see any future uniil such
time as Irish people can determine
their own destiny and rebuild econ-
omic structures to favour the workers.
The central point is convincing people

Clare Farrell talks to Alistair Rutherdale, chairperson of the Irish Anti-
Extradition committee, about his northern Protestant upbringing, his move
towards republican politics and his hopes for the current anti-extradition

said there were no incidenis™,

“The media present a pro-British
line on this. ['m sick of the ‘intemns-
tional obligation’ argument,” he says.
"Most of the signatorics o the Euro-
pean Convention on Suppression of
Terrorism have derogalions; they siill
retain the right to determine whether
there is a political offence. The three
clearest and most recent cases of this
arc Psddy Ryan in Belgium, Hamry
Flynn in France and Joe Dohenty in
the United States. None of these three
have been extradited.”

Alistair Rutherdale grew up in a
Protcstant family near Hollywood, Co
Down, and studied law at Queen's
University. He quotes Wolfe Tone to
anyone who is surprised that a north-
emn Protestant could come 10 his posi-
tion, especially a northern Protestant
of 27, who is little older than the cur-
rent so called ‘roubles’.

He came 1o his present position, he
says, through involvement in socialist
politics, student union activity and, fi-
nally, the hunger strikes of 1981.

"Unionism never attracted me. I al-
ways had a left lendency,” he says. "Al
one stage | was very close 1o the
Northem Ircland Labour Partly. Seeing
all those splits, though, I came around
1o thinking you could not have a lefi
position solely in a Northern Ireland

campaign

contexl; the national question was divi-
ding the working class in the North.

"The hunger strike was the waler-
shed. Around that time, whether
people supported the IRA or not, they
had to acknowledge that they were
there and they saw the armed suruggle
as a way of reaching a political goal.
This wasn’l the mentality of psychopa-
thic killers. But the Northern Ireland
Labour Party either ignored it, or
worse, wire antagomstic.”

Alistair Rutherdale was elected de-
puty president of the Studenis® Union
in Queen'’s in 1983. He now works in
the USI national office. He is just fin-
ishing a thesis, “The Exclusionary
Rule: Evidence in Violalion of the
Constitution of Ireland’ for a master's
degree.

It was his interest in law which led
him to the anti-extradilion campaign.
There was some political pragmatism
involved too. "Extradition was an
issue on which I felt something could
be done. The pressure had to go on the
southem political leaders because they
ultimately can do something Lo siop it
The Paddy Ryan case showed if you
mobilise enough people something
could be achieved. What the Irish left
badly needs is victories in the South. If
you're winning, then people get in-
volved. There is an underlying sym-

that partition, Britain, the EC and
multi-nationals are the issues that are
causing Lthe economic problems of this
couniry. The real question is: why did
the national debt come about?

“An alliance has to develop an
economic philosophy than can be rele-
vant and draw people together. Person-
ally, I would like 10 sec the
development of an advanced social
democracy with priorilies like access
to housing, health and social services.
But I don’t like to get too lost in this
debate. One of the problems with the
far left is that they get stuck in particu-
lar left positions which are far too
rigid.” Y

Rigidity is perhaps the reason he is
not a member of any political party.
He prefers, he says, the freedom 1o dis-
cuss ideas and change. He likes the
idea of being able to agree with whom
he wants, on what he wants and when
he wants.

Alistair Rutherdale will shortly sub-
mit his Master's thesis but be cannot
imagine himself ever practising law.
For the present, his lime is fully occu-
pied with the campaign to prevent the
extradition of Paul Kane, Owen Car-
ron and Dermot Finucane. It is a hope-
ful sign, he thinks, that no new
extradition cases are coming before
the courts.



GORRIDORS OF POWER

choosing a leader

WONDER if students of politics will
|drlw any conclusions from the slar-
tling evidence given in the Irish Distil-
lers case by a prominent Dublin
investment consullant. When it emerged
that a key point at issuc concerned a lax
clearance centificate, he was advised "to
get up to Kinsealy” and arrange such a
certificate.

Now this consultant is a cilizen
whose vole at the ballot box is worth no
more and no less than any other. Non-
ctheless it was accepted that he wiclded
a quite disproportional potential in-
fluence at the centre of political power.

In theory, ministers exercise real
power and make decisions in the public
interes! afler weighing up competing
claims.In the Beaumont hospital casc
both Barry Desmond and Rory O'Han-
lon faced a group of determined medical
consultanis who refuscd to co-operate in
the opening of the hospital until agree-
ment was reached on their claim to & pri-
vale clinic on the sile.

Such conflicts are not new. In many
ways they are the swlffl of political
power. Bul is it not remarkable how
often the final resolution of these con-
flicis favour those who can back their
claims with an unstated blackmail as lo
how they will act (or refusc to act) if they
don’t gel their way.

In a recent article a British Labour
MP, Dr Oonagh McDonald recalled ef-
forts in 1976 10 formulate a Capital Ac-
cessions Tax while she was a Treasury
Minister. As discussions proceeded so
many special cases were made, so many
excmptions introduced that the whole
purpose of the exercise was eroded. It
was eventually abandoned.

We all know the rich exercise power
proviaing access to inlluence for ordi-
nary cilizens and groups. The remark-

able factis how unsuccessfully they play
this role al present.

The FF Ard Fheis and the Labour An-
nual conference were held in recent
wecks. Bothare set picce cvents as much
and can, directly or indirectly, influence
the decisions of governments. What
concerns me is the absence of a sus-
tained countervailing influence. Polili-
cal partics who organisc on a mass basis
arc supposed 1o be a major clement in
to provide a suitable media image as to
channel the views of rank and file mem-
bers to those who are (o represent them.
Parly managers go to great lengths o
avoid a headline disaster such as thal
which befell the hapless PDs when they
expelied God from their draft Constitu-
tion while most delcgales were al Sun-
day Mass.

For the two main parties these An-
nual mestings arc as much social as pol-
itical cvenis. The FF velcrans (rom
Brurce who spoke 1o Fintan O*Toole in
the Irish Times admitted as much. The
photo of a mere 40 delegates debating
environment policy in the vast Point
Depot during the FG Ard Fheis confirms
the basic inclevance of the gatherings
for thesc partics.

The size of Labour's conference has
grown in inverse proportion to the
party’s sharc of the national poll. When
| joined in 1968 the conference was held
in Liberty Hall very comfortably with
somc 700 delegates and Labour was al
an all time high in the polls. Tralee wel-
comed 1500 dclegales with the parly
desperately trying to break out of its
single figure raling.

This year's key decision may well mark

a genuine breakthrough and nol just
for Labour itself. The one member one
vole system for choosing the parly
leader will incvitably transform the na-

ture of pe:ty membership. It will over a
decsue trickic down to the way candi-
daics are chosen and represent a con-
siderable transfer of power away from
the parliamentary college of cardinals. It
musi cerlainly create a similar move in
the WP since it is modelled on the rule
of the new merged big union SIPTU. It
.s even conceivable the bigger partics
will be obliged to follow suit.

Political partics may thus be revived
as the route for a concemed citizen to in-
flucnce events. But it is a slow process.
It could quile easily go mlo reverse,
Take an important political decision and
examine the options open to a cilizen
who wanis 1o influence its oulcome.
What, forexample, should a worker who
lives in Tallaght do to get a DART type
transport system ? This is [ar from being
an extreme demand. It has been costed
by CIE and is included as an urgent
priorily in its development plans. But it
is a public investment proposal and
hence culs across the acknowledged set
of priorities of those who are drawing up
the Dublin regional plan.

Tallaght has active Labour and WP
branches and high profile public repre-
sentatives. Many local activists positiv-
ely choose lo direct ademand such as the
DART linc through local development
bodics rather than through the party pol-
itical path. This, in my view, fatally wea-
kens the political process. It feeds the
tolerance allowed to local politicians to
suppori individual projects while also
supporting the policics which ai national
level make the achievment of these pro-
jects impossible.

As long as this ambiguily towards
party politics continues to exist 1 believe
there will be no capacity 1o match the
power and inflluence of those who, at the
drop of a hat, can "get up to Kinsealy"F3
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MOTHER IRELAND, thc documentary made by
Derry Film and Video has been excluded from this
month's Celtic Film Festival. The cxclusion highlights
once again the precarious situation with which this work-
shop and the Belfast’s film and vidco workshop have to
operale.

Censorship has accompanied all filmed reporting of
the North in recent years. In 1983 'Acceptable Levels’, a
TV feature, told the story of a London-based TV crew
which comes to Belfast to cover "the troubles” through the
eyes of a young girl.

The interview in the Divis Flats is going line when a
young girl is shot dead nearby with a plastic bullet from a
British soldier’s gun. Back in London, the dircctor sits at
the editing bench and instructs the editor to remove the
"on-the-spot” footage as it is "emotive" and upscts the
"balance” of the picce.

After twenty years of conflict, it could be said that the
British public and the southemn public are no better in-
formed as to what is happening in the North. Memories
reach back to the last atrocity. Interest has long been a vic-
tim of apathy and censorship.

Up to recently few films were made in the Nornth. The
Ants Council of Northern Ircland refused to fund film and
the British Film Institute refused to recognise the North as
falling within its responsibility.

‘While A key factor in the establishment of the Belfast
and Derry workshops in the past four years was the sup-
port of Channel 4, the involvement of most of the people
in those groups in media - vidco, community printing
presses and theatre --goes back to the 70s, In the case of
Derry the move into video became an obvious and a
necessary one. The city was among the most photo-
graphed places in the world yetno-one in Derry knew how
to counteract the sensationalist ‘war-torn’ image of the
place. Belfast Independent Video cite cases of foreign
Journalists paying kids to throw stones for the cameras
during the hunger strike campaign. The workshops are
seen by those who work in them as an antidote to the vo-
racious media and film industry - centraliscd, inaccessible
and exploitative of pcople and situations. For many media
people it could be Derry one day and Delhi the next.

Channel 4 provides funding for wages and production
as part of its support for some 25 franchised workshops
throughout Britain and the North of Ireland, The work-
shops arc defined by their collective work practice - shar-
ing of skills, a close relationship with the community and
their equal wages. Most members of both Belfast and
Derry workshops have no professional background but are
sclf taught.

The commitment of workshops to covering issues in
their region would perhaps not be too problematic for a
workshop in Cardiff but given the situation in the North,
their position is often precarious. In this context the tradi-
tional notions of documentary ‘balance’ and ‘objectivity’,
suspect in themselves, are difficult 1o sustain,

The exclusion of Derry Film and Video’s Mother Ire-
land from the Celtic Film Festival, this year being held in
Brittany (March 13-17), indicates the difficult atmosphere
in which the workshops must work.

While the Celtic Film Festival denics any censorial
rolc and points to the large number of cntrants, the Derry
group is convinced that the festival’s pre-sclection com-
mittee (with a majority of broadcast company members)

. has taken on board the censorship measures of the British
~ and Irish govemments. The film, which looks at the tradi-

Johnny Ge
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the North'
video work
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tional image of Ircland as a woman and draws response
from women associated with the nationalist struggle and
feminist issucs since the beginning of this century to this
image, was the first programme (o be banned under the
censorship notices issued by Douglas Hurd last October.

The decision of the Celtic Film Festival not (o screen
Mother Ircland coincided with an award of Best Do-
cumentary for the film at the recent Festival Femmes Ca-
thodiques in Paris. Onc person familiar with the
documentary at Channel 4 ribed it as "an cxcellent
first broadcast production from a workshop™, which only
intensifies the suspicion of ccnmhip. "This is unaccepl-
able,” says producer Margo Harkin, "for a festival which
claims to be representative of indigenous film culture in
the Celtic countrics.”

The Belfast Workshop encountered similar problems
with their first production (as a workshop) which dealt

with plastic bullei deaths in the North of Ircland. It was in-

itially given the go-ahead by Channel 4. But when it was
completed the channel advised that it not be presented for
broadcast. There was an increasingly conservative regime
at the channel with the arrival of Michacl Grade as Chief
Execulive; dercgulation was placing added financial
pressure and the political situation was detcriorating
around the time of Gibraliar and the Milltown and Ander-
sonstown killings.

Their most recent production, ‘Our Words Jump to
Life' is an irreverent look at the issucs (sectarianism, emi-
g-m.ion. eic.) facing Belfast youth. It was screencd on

hannel 4 in December. The Independent Broadcast
Authority had sought otherwise but Channel 4 stood by il,
one person in the Channcl commenting that the only im-
balance was that the parents didn’t get achance Lo respond
to the anti-authoritarian views of their children.

It is a year since Derry Film and Video completed
Mother Ireland. Itis also a year since one of the six women
featured, Maircad Farvell, was killed in Gibraltar. In her
interview she explains how she joined the IRA while still
in her teens, the atempts of her and other women (o deal
with the perception of women republicans as being there
to back up the men and her dislike of the Mother Ireland
image because it suggested submissiveness. It was only
when she died that her presence in the programme became
an issue. It is unlikely that this programme will ever be
seen on Irish or British television.

This may be a measure of the success of this recently
established production group in producing a unique and
provocative programme from their Desry base but also il-
lustrates the level of censorship that takes place level with-
in broadcasting when it comes to the North,

In May, Desry Film and Video go into production for
Hush-a-Bye-baby, a story of a young Demry girl who
becomes pregnant. Channcl 4, in funding the production,
have sustained their commitment to the group. This will
be shot on 16mm and will probably feature everyonc in

Belfast Independent Video will continue to work on
video producing documentary involving a close relation-
ship with communities developed in recent years. They
arc more hesilant about working on film because this in-
volves either learning new skills or hiring freclance tech-
nicians. Almost completed is a documentary on Religion
and Atheism in Ireland, which includes interviews with

: Chpwpl:ei}z different beliefs, due for future broadcast on
an .
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Molly O'Duffy, a recent visitor to Nicaragua, considers the plight of that country
in the light of a book on a community at war,

FRAGILE, BUT FIRM

On July 19, Nicaraguans will celebratc the tenth an-
niversary of the overthrow of the dictator Anastasio
Somoza. They will have a party. But will they have food
on the table?

Nicaraguans gel poorer by the day. Having been all
but defeated in its attempts to topple the Sandinista gov-
crnment by military mecans, the US govemment has
adopted a stralegy of impoverishing the Nicaraguans. The
hope is that hardship will tum the Nicaraguan people
against their govenment. The US trade embargo con-
tributes dircctly to hunger in Nicaragua; children arc again
dyin‘% from diarrhoca,

his is a tired revolution - or a revolution which never
had a chancc. The cconomy is in tatiers. The peoplc arc in
rags. But they keep on smiling, laughing and, most of all,
fighting. Alison Rooper’s book?* is a portrait of those be-
sieged but happy people at a particularly difficult time in
their history.

US forcign policy has pul four million Nicaraguans at
the centre of the world stage. Most of us know them only
through statistics: 8,000 killed in a decade of fighting. A
book which reveals their lives is valuable. Salman Rush-
dic wrote about Nicaragua on the strength of mecting a
few top shots and going (0 some partics. Alison Rooper
went 1o Condega, a small lown inthe North, and lived with
a poor family.

Her book describes in painstaking detail the agony
and ccstasy of lifc in Nicaragua. It contains all the infor-
mation requircd for an understanding of the national con-
text and presents that information in a scholarly, but
immensely readable, way.

The people of Conedga, having won with their sweal
and blood some degree of control over their lives now
have to spend sweal and blood defending that small gain.
The struggle to remain the only Central American country
not in the pocket of the US is important 1o all socialists,
whatcver views they may have on the revolution or on the
actions of the Sandinistas. The description of the price
paid by Conedgans for the privilege of ploughing their
own furrow cannot fail 1o move anybody opposed to US
imperialism,

Ms Rooper chose Lo live in a town close (o the border
with Honduras. Fear of invasion by US forces and the ac-

livity of the contra were the background of daily life, The
book lets the people speak for themselves: a Sandinista
woman who "discovered herself” thr thes le; the
local comandanic moved (o tears by sight of a com-
radc’s body, mutilated by the torturers of the National
Guard; the mothers of the "heroes and martyrs’ of the rev-
olution; the liberation theology priest who recalls the kill-
ing of a Sandinista tcacher two months before Somoza's
overthrow; and, most moving of all, the old man who
playcd his part in the revolution running messages for
Sandino in the 1920s.

The personal cxperiences give an insight into the op-
timism of a people who, cven when the revolution did not
deliver paradise, are preparcd to defend it. Ms Rooper
docs not gloss over the incqualities and imperfeclions of
Nicaraguan sociely. Women participated to an extraordi-
nary degree in the insurrection, they play a crucial role in
nauonal politics, bul the plight of the vast majority hasnol
changed; for some, it has worsencd.

Ms Rooper’s 'bean ati’, like my own, spent the whole
day in the house, cooking, washing clothes by hand and
looking after grandchildren whose fathers were fighting
or had descricd the family and whose mothers were work-
ing or hawking to support them.

Since the period covered by the book the war has
scaled down. But, also since that time, the local currency
(cordoba) was devalued and a scries of drastic measures
introduccd. Then Hurricane Joan left 300,000 homeless
and destroyed much of Nicaragua's exporl crops, coffce
and collon.

The US government continues to foment social and
political unrest. Alison Rooper’s book helps 1o ¢xplain
why, in such dirc economic straits, Nicaraguans have not
yielded 1o that kind of pressure. The people of Condega
will not give an inch to the United States. Fragile the vic-
lory may be; it is also enduring.

* A FRAGILE VICTORY: A Nicaraguan Com-
munity Al War. By Alison Rooper (Weidenfeld and Ni-
colson). Details of (and excerpts from) a numberof other
books on Nicaragua are contained in NICARAGUA: An
Unfinished Canvas, published by the Nicaraguan Baok
Collective, Dublin.
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ast summer after the latest series of economic cuts by
I..lhc Sandinista government a poignant letier appeared in
the party ncwspaper. ’ Ay s
1t was from a worker outside Managua the capital city
who had 1o lake a bus every day Lo the hotel near'the out-
skirts where he was a porier. The steep hike in bus fares
and the compression of wages had left him in a sorry statc.
Now the price of the bus ride to work was morc than his
daily eamings. Whatam I to do?, he asked.
Just before Christmas, the latest estimats for inflation
came out: 20,000 per cent and rising. Buying vegetables

1979 they premised a novel approach for change at a mo-
mcnt of intense revulsion for Pol Pot’s disastrous reign in
Cambodia. . ) k
1n¢ pressure and disruption of constant war makes it
impossible to really judge whether this was a success ... 2
failure, Some would say thal the basic characieristics have
been wiped out altogether. But in trying to strike a balance
between lifting up the poor and retaining the confid ... ¢
of the privale seclor, Nicaragua is confronting huge j-.c!
lems faced across the world in countries like Mozs -
bique, And notwithstanding the war, the Sandinistas’ > ¥n

CLOSE TO THE EDGE

in the market, paying for a mcal in a restaurant involved

the transfcr of scores of notes at prices which would be
different the day after. A pointed symbol of the crushed
idealism are the millions of newly printed notes put into
circulation cvery week bearing the portraits of revolution-
ary herocs that lose their valuc within days,

The East German presses cannot keep up with the de-
mand so old copics of 20, 50 and 100 notcs arc stamped
with three noughts and sent out in stacks. There is so much
money incirculation, so many notes change hands so oficn
and so fast that it would hardly matter if counterfeiters set
up their own printing press.

In these circumstances, a revolutionary government
can do practically nothing except survive, as the Sandin-
istas have done through discipline, guile and imagination.
A more extraordinary question is: how do poor Nica-
raguans survive? Like the man who spends morce than his
day's wages squashcd on an overcrowded bus. With the
government incapable of providing relicl and daily lifc al-
ways deleriorating, never improving, this can be some-
thing of a mystery.

The answer lics partly in two options which mirror
our own relationship of old with Britain: emigration and
remiuances of dollars from Nicaraguans working in the
US. Emigration really specded up last year as negotiations
for 7 firal seutlement 10 the war dragged on and on and
economy got worse and worse,

What happens to these bills when they arrive back in
Nicaragua shows just how much the country has become
a dollar cconomy. Over five yecars ago they opened a
supermarkct 1o scll luxury and cssential goods to diplo-
mats for dollars. But now il you go into the ‘diplo’ store
on any day of the weck you're likely w find it full of
Nicaraguans spending their remittance dollars on com-
flakes and packeis of {lnclc Ben’'s rice.

And it is not only those with relatives in the States
who will be there but various workers paid in dollars as an
incentive. The government is giving so many dollars to
private cofTee farmers that major towns in the coffee pro-
ducers areas have opened up mini diplos.

Paying for coffee beans pardy in dollars is onc of the
tactics the Sandinistas have used 1o keep alive their much
vaunied mixed economy. When they came to power in

confusion about what to do has contributed to the me s,

For instance, they now admit that many confiscations
of farms were unwarranted, They have abandoned control
of intemal trade which forced nis with a few acres
10 sell their beans and rice to the staiec who then sold it
cheaply 1o the own. Ofiten private businessmen and far-
mers complain that the rules keep changing the rules.

There was one famous example of this last ycar when
completely new notcs and exchange rate were introduced
overnight. It was accompanied by a rcmoval of subsidies
toagricultural producers and more reliance on the market.
But at the same tlime for nakediy political reasons, the gov-
emment sct wholly unrealistic prices for a range of basic
goods, used uﬁrcams of newsprint every day in declaring
war on speculators who sold above these prices and sent
bands of young party members in (o dismantlc the stalls
of crrant merchants. Within a fortnight the whole cam-
paign was forgotten and a few months later the economic
planning mimister said the whole affair had been an em-
barrassing mistakc.

There is a strong argument that the current cuts and
retrenchment would not have been so severe if the gov-
emment had been less dogmatic and more imaginative in
the past few ycars when various policics were obviously
fouling. And the rcal irony is that at the same time as one
zealous government agency is putting obstacles in the way
of farmers and businessmen, another department is hand-
ing them gencrous subsidies.

Equally, it is very hard to see how all the reforms in
the world can now work withoul massive capital invest-
ment. Here, the Reagan administration has done its work
by stealth, blocking loans and credits from the Intcrna-
tional Development Bank and the World Bank.

The Soviet Union and its allies in Comecon have es-
sentially bankrolled the Sandinista war against the con-
tras. But they believe that the point has been passed when
further investment is just dead money.

No matier how many Ladas are sent 0 Mamlgun.
Nicaragua’s ability to have a working economy is still de-
pendent on its neighbours in Central America and the US.
That is why, with the contras beaten, both President
Oricga and Mr. Gorbachev are trying 1o persuade George
Bush to lift the trade embargo.
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RAISING ISSUES

PICKING COFFEE

Profile of the Irish Nicaragua Support Group

The struggle in Nicaragua has engaged
the etiention of more people here than
thatofany other country, with the excep-
tion of South Africa. And the Irish Nica-
ragua Suppont Group isone of the largest
and most active of the groups in soli-
darity with the people of a developing
counlry,

The INSG has 250 members and ten
affiliated unions, organises a regular,
and successful, fund-raising disco, Club
Sandino, publishes a two-monthly
newsletier and a six-monthly bulletin,
has hosted several delegations of Nica-
raguans, including music groups, to Ire-
land and helped working and study trips
of Irish people get to Nicaragua.

In this, the tenth anniversary year of
the Sandinista revolution, the INSG has
an even fuller agenda than usual. It cul-
minates with the staging in Dublin next
October of a European conference of Ni-
caraguan solidarity organisations. This
comes [ive years afler Ireland was rep-
resented for the first time at that Euro-
pean conference.

That was in 1984, the year the INSG
was founded. A number of public meet-
ings in support of the Sandinistas had
been organised in Ireland before that.
The favourable report of an all-party
delegation of TDs and senators which
went to Nicaragua (o observe the 1984
elections helped generate wider interest
in - and broader support for - Nicaragua.

When Sergio Ramirez, vice-presi-
dent of Nicaragua, visited Ireland in
early 1985, Trinity College Exam Hall
was jammed with over 600 people who
wanted to hear him. There was similar
interest in the visit the following year of
Miguel d"Escoto, the foreign minister,

Also in 1986, the INSG organised the
firstvisit to Nicaraguaof a group of Irish
supporters and it sought to broaden fur-
ther the support for Nicaragua through
the Nicaragua Must Survive Campaign.
The dominant fear at that time was that
the United States would go one step fur-
ther than direct (though covert) aid lo the
Contra and invade Nicaragua,

In the Nicaragua Must Survive cam-
paign and in other initiatives, the INSG
has adopted the sirategies also followed
by other European solidarity groups.
Like them, the INSG maintains close
liaison with the nearest Nicaraguan em-
bassy, in London, from which it receives
regular mailings of information.

Information has come too - and in in-
creasing volume - from the INSG sup-
porters who have gone to Nicaragua. A
number of the most active members of
the INSG have lived and worked for ex-
tended periods in Nicaragua, The 1988
coffee brigade of 35 people distin-
guished itself by picking more coffec
than any other international brigade. It
also spawned the Nicaragua Book Col-
lective (see footnote to Molly O’ Duffy’s
piece alongside). The 1989 coffce bri-
gade retumed on February 28 after a six-
week stay.

With the establishment of Club San-
dino - on a mode! developed by tte Ni-
caragua Solidarity Campaign in Britain
- the INSG has been relicved of the
pressure of having to scrimp and scrape
funds together for every initiative. Laun-
ched a year ago in Dublin afier an initial
sel-back, when the [irst intended loca-
lion went on fire, the monthly, later fort-
nightly, disco specialising in Lalin
American and African sounds, has been
a social and Minancial success, Club San-
dino celebrates its [irst anniversary at
McGonagles on March 1ith.

There are now plans o run occa-
sional Clubs Sandino in Bray, Galway
and Sligo. INSG commiuces have been
established in eight centres outside Du-
blin, among them Co Donegal, Co Clare
and Co Tipperary.

The funds go to suppont the regular
activilies of the INSG. It is the Nica-
ragua MustSurvive campaign which has
supported individual projects such as
rapid airlifis 10 Nicaragua of drugs much
in need. The NMS has now been dis-
solved into INSG as other supporting
groups have not been able lo sustain the
effort,

The INSG is co-hosting with Chris-
tian Aid - & development aid organisa-
tion of the Protestani churches - the visit
1o Ireland at the end of March of Thomas
Tellcz, a Baptist minister. He will ad-
dress a public meeting in Trinity College
on March 30 on the impact of Hurricane
Joan and the rehabilitation work remain-
ing to be donc. A Nicaraguan delegation
representing a cross-section of social in-
terests is expected to visit Ireland during
the summer. E

Contace: Irish Nicaragua Support
Group, 29 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin
2, Tel: 01-614854.
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kurd jailed

MEMHMET Aslan, leadar of the
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) in
the Ankara reglon, was iast
month sentenced in a Turkish
court to 15 years In Jall for mem-
bershlp of his party. The PKK
has waged a political and mill-
tary campalgn for Kurdish auton-
omy since 1984; an estimated
1,300 paople have been killed In
the fighting.

batteries ban

ALKALINE batteries, which last
longer, are also more harmful to
the environment. And Sweden is to
ban almost all types of alkaline bat-
tery from January 1st next. The
ban covers any batteries contain-
ing more than 0.025 per cent mer-
cury and cadmium - that's
reckoned to include 90 per cent of
all alkaline batteries. From July
1st, these batteries are 10 carry a
label declaring they are dangerous
to the environment.

cargo blocked

WORKERS in Argentina and
Uruguay last month boycotted a
ship due to take cargoes from their
countries (o the Falkland Is-
lands/Malvinas. The ship was the
first to sail between the islands and
the South American mainland
since the 1982 war and was ser-

viced on its firs! Irip. But unions in
the two countries said they would
nol facilitale a regular service.

bubble bursts

The ‘miracle’ of South Korea's
economic performance, about
which we heard so much in Ireland
when Sashan Media announced
two years ago the still-not-started
Sligo video cassette project, is no
longer looking so miraculous. The
miracle was built on low labour
costs. And workers have been de-
manding - and getling - more dur-
ing the past year. So, some South
Korean companies have de-
camped to Thailand and Singapore.

One company which cannot do
that so readily is Hyundai, the
massive corporation which makes
cars and other engineering pro-
ducts. A ship's engines factory in
Ulsan, in the south-eas!, was
closed for 70 days from December
by a dispute. A sefttlement was
reached last month on pay claims
and demands for the resinstate-
ment of four union activists.

But at Hyundai headquarters in
Seoul, shipyard workers last month
camped in the offices and set up
tents outside demanding settle-
ment of their dispute. The shipyard
has been at a halt for three months,

Sting Tour

A fundraising tour is planned for
next month by Sting, the British mu-
sician, to help finance a reserva-
tion "the size of Ireland" for
Amazonian Indians, Sting has
been involved in discussions with
Indians to set up a project to pro-
tect part of the Amazonian Rain-
forest (every minute fifty acres of
rainforest is being cut down).

There is criticism from some
tribes over a lack of consullation
and they lear that a proposed hy-
droelectric dam that they have
been strongly resisting may be
built inside the rose:g. :

Al the very least the tour will
raise the issue of the disappearing
rainforests thought by ecologists to
be the "lungs of the earth’ because
they replenish the earth's supply of
oxygen.

judge quits

ONE of the five Indian judges who
proposed the $470 million compen-
sation for victims of the Bhopal dis-
aster (see Tim Jones' article in
these pages) has resigned from
hearing legal challenges 1o the set-
tlement. The Supreme Count has
been heavily criticised in the media
and elsewhere since it secured the
agreement. The judge who quit de-
scribed the criticisms as worse
than impeachment. A new panel of
judges will hear the challenges. E
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DEALL

Tim Jones casts a sceptical eye on the settlement for victims of the Bhopal

Bl::’pl.l was the worst indusirial disas-
inliving memory. Some 3329 vic-
tims have dicd from exposwe to the

loxic gases cmitted by the Union Car-
bide pesticides plant. Victims continue
to die at the rate of one a day. Of the
200,000 people exposed to the toxic
gases, some 40,000 were seriously in-
Jured. .

Injuries have involved eye and res-
piratory problems, coma, gastro-intesti-
nal problems, lesions in the central
nervous sysiem, impaired immune sys-
tem, psychological trauma, behavioural
disturbances, an increased frequency of
aborted foctuses and retarded intra-
uterine growth of babjes bom to gas-ex-

posed mothers.is.

The immediale need for reparations
and compensation was overwhelming.
All sides in the drama - Union Carbide
India Limited, which owned the factory,
Union Carbide Corporation which
owned Union Carbide India, and the
government of India - expressed grave
concemn for the victims of this disaster.
Yet it has taken over four years during
which the victims of Bhopal have suf-
fered untold agony before a sculement
was imposed by the Indian Supreme
Court. While the unseemly squabble
over blood money dragged on, viclims
were left by the wayside.

The seulement is atriumph for Union
Carbide. The company look a hard
nosed attitude, showing it was prepared
10 use every legal delaying tactic avail-
able. The final sentlement figure is much
nearer that proposed by Union Carbide
than those proposed by the Indian gov-
emment and by the victims' political
supporters.

chemical industry disaster

Immediately after the disaster, the
possibility of Union Carbide going inlo
bankruplcy was raised. Now the Corpor-
ation has fought off a takeover attempt
at greal cost and is currently returning
record profits.

The Indian government consistently
favoured an out-of-court sculement, at
least in pan 1o avoid washing its diny
linen in public. While a hail of protest
halted a similar altempted deal in
December 1987, the government can
now claim il is acting on instructions
from the Supreme Court.

The losers are, of course, the victims.
The settlement figure seems parsimon-
ious in comparison with those offered in
relation o mass torts involving asbestos,

Agent Orange and the Dalkon Shield,
the difference in those cases being the
nationality and skin pigmentation of the
victims, A dead Indian is cheaper than a
dead American,

The amount involved - $470 million
- compares very unfavourably with the
minimum cost of compensation for
economic losses, relicl and restitutionas
estimated by the American Citizens'
Commission on Bhopal a1 $4.066 bil-
lion. More interesting yet will be 10 see
how much of the settlement cventually
‘trickles down" 10 the viclims: experi-
ence with state reliel 1o daic has not been
such as 10 inspire much trust.

The report on the disaster compiled
by the Indian Central Burcau of Invesii-
gation, which prcsumably formed the
basis for charging Warren Andersonand
other Union Carbide exccutives with
culpable homicide, may now ncver ap-
pear. The scitleriient also prevents the
testing in open court of the conflicting
interpretations of the cause of the disas-

ler - sabolage according to Union Car-
bide, mismanagement of hcalth and
safcty, according to the Indian govemn-
ment and the interational trade union
movement.

Four years after the disaster basic
facts relating to exactly what Loxic gases
poisoned the victims of Bhopal are still
not available.

In July 1985, Robert Wager, US pub-
lic interest lawyer, argued "if they're
able tocut adeal...and ifit's a settlement
that they can live with - where they can
still make profits - it's likcly that the
whole community of businesses that
deal with these kinds of toxic materials
will be encouraged 1o spend less money
on salety bocause they will be able 1o

T ==

quantify their exposure. They will see
that they really don’t have to guard
against the worst because this was the
worst, and if Union Carbide is able to
survive intact, then companics don’t
have much to bother about,”

No company direcior or chief execu-
tive officer worth her or his salt will have
failed to learn much from the legal
struggle that followed Bhopal. Union
Carbide was able to consistenlly deny
liability, refuse to make any decent
amount of interim compensation avail-
able to the viclims, spend vast amounts
of money in a corporalc restructuring,
use every avenue of the legal process to
delay progress and in the end come out
losing only fifty cents from its 1988
dividend payment of $1.59.

With corporate killings going this
cheaply, more Bhopals can be expecied.

Tim Jones is the author of Corpor-
ate Kiiling: Bhopals Will Happen (Free
Association Books, 1988) |




E MODEST PROPOSAL

LETTER FROM LONDON E

Bring Back the Bus Conduc-
tors, says Johnny Gogan.

I've become a lot [itter since the
Dublin buses went OPO and they got
rid of the conductors. For, employing
a mode of transport known as “bus-
stop hopping”, I now procecd on my
journeys on foot,

If a bus should appear, the cx-
pected delay at the bus-stop - dueto
people with babics, elderly people
needing a tug up the last siep, or the
unprepared with their £10 note -
always gives me time 1o catch up.

When CIE management ventured
on its great rationalisation plan in the
year of the Dublin Millennium, it fail-
ed W take some of these more human
clements in to account. They went
straight for the bus crews, undoubled-
ly leaving their own jobs intact.

Nevertheless, despite the deteriora-
lion in service, the policy proceeds
apace. Really, these people should be
.« . well, at the very least, made lo
leave their cars at home.

The delays in wavelling which have
resulted must surely discourage the
use of public transport. The bus dri-
vers have become increasingly testy.
And why wouldn’t they be, doing two
jobs instead of one for little recom-
pense?

Many drivers have suffered threats
and anacks in recent months, atiribut-
able to their vulnerability in the ab-
sence of any back-up. The signs of
stress have also begun to show in in-
creased absentceism.

However, the problems of public
wranspon don’t lic with Dublin Bus
alone. They lic also with the high level
of private motoring which congests
Dublin city traffic and keeps public
transport at a low priority.

The key (o a suceessful system of
public ransport lies with punctuality
and speed, DART, the Dublin Arca
Rapid Transport system, at least has
proved this.

Mecanwhile, the bus drivers are get-
ting itin the neck. I mean, witness a
scene; carcering down the Malahide
Road at 11.30pm of a Friday night,
irying to take the fares, listening to the
roars of the party going on upslairs on
the top deck, dedging the odd bottle of
acid, looking for change, waiching the
traffic, trying to drive straight, arriving
late. ..

It’s enough o make you walk.
Rring back the conductors and make

public transport a growth arca in the
Age of Recovery.

WONDERLANDS

-I-hcrc is a lot 1o like about London. Unfortunately, it is not always obvious when
you are half way through your one hour journey lo work, standing up against a
flatulent Financial Times Reader, on the 8.12 am to London Bridge.

When “one’ arrives at the platform there is 2 mad panic to clear the station be-
fore more trains pull in and disgorge their hoards of city “gents’ and office ‘girls’.
It's not often possible w see the ground in front of you for the marching fect drawn
like magnetized zombies towards the underground.

I've long since given up trying to descend into the tube. Since my failure to get
picked for the Irish Rugby Squad, I don't fancy my chances. Mind you, judging by
recent performance [ wouldn’t fancy their chances either. But that's another story.

Instead I join the hoards who cross over the bridge. Leaving the station I am re-
minded what day of the week it is by the free magazine that is shoved in my hand
by energetic young people who must get up at the crack of dawn.

Monday - Ms London; Tuesday ‘G’ - girl about town; Wednesday - Midweck;
Thursday it’s ‘Nine 1o Five’; and [ never need Lo be reminded it’s Friday.

I was thrown into confusion last week when, ariving on the north side of the
bridge, there were two men in their fifties with well worn jackets and peaked caps
handing out free sheets. They could have been dockers. Intrigued by the possibility
of acommunity newspaper competing with the glossics, I took a copy.

1t was called ‘Docklands’, Inside feature after feature described how wonderful
the reinvestment and yuppie caterpriscs are [or the neglected area. A major feature
on safety on building sites, briefly mentioned the 150 deaths and 4,000 scrious in-

juries in the industry over the past year before going to sound the trumpet for the
Canary Whar{ developers. The paper is brought out by the London Docklands De-
velopment Corporation.

The two men in their caps very probably were former dockers. Their metamor-
phosis is euphemistically called "retraining the local community to avail of em-
ployment spin offs".

The jobs adventised were ffor salarics in excess of £20,000, the property was
mainly office/studio apartments and the classified were for piano lessons and pic-
ture framing.

If you find it difficult to scc how this development caters for the large Banglede-
shi community in Tower Hamlets or the indigenous docks workers, Margaret
Thatcher will lend a hand. "The local people have been given a vital role in com-
munications”. Loosely translated that means handing out freesheets. .
Margan:l Thatcher’s use of language and communications has alrecady given lin-

guists and sociologists a life time’s work.

It is not so much what you hear as whal you don't hear, The recent drop in the
unemployment [igures boing heralded as a major victory, is an example.

The announcement that unemployment has dropped below 2 million for the
first time in over five years drowned the sound of small voices pointing out that
when you exclude hundreds of thousands of people from signing on there is bound
to be a dramatic drop in figures. But that message is too complicated to make
much of an impact in this [ast-moving booming society.

The Unemployment Unit here estimate that 700,000 people have been omitied
from the figures, people who have not found jobs.

Walking by Sainsburys or Boots or was it MacDonalds the other day, I noticed
a sign proclaiming their participation in the lalest training scheme. Now employers
can take on people - usually 16 or 17 year olds, to operate a cash till, sweep a [loor
or pack a big mac, for six months and instead of paying them £100 per week they
can pay them a quarter of that amount as a training allowance. When you can’t
sign on whal elsc can you do.

This government is "finding the workers without jobs to do the jobs without
workers”.

There is a lot of dinty work in this city that needs doing.

But I digress. As | said there is a lot 1o like about London. Last night, a young
woman called 1o the door asking me 1o sign a pelition against the poll tax. That is
the new way of paying rates, except it is charged to the individual instead of per
houschold. The estimated average is £515 per person over 18 per year. Protest is

still alive. Yours, Mary Jane O’Brien. E
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CAPITAL

LOSSES

Tax avoidance: how the rich can swing it. Joan Burton reports on the case of
the millionaire McGrath brothers.

A SUPREME court decision which bound the
Revenue Commissioners to hand back £2.5 million in
capital gains tax to the millionairc McGrath brothers has
led w a flood of copy cal lax avoidance schemes. Some
estimates suggest £150 million may have been lost in tax
revenue through these schemes. Like the McGraths, these
tax avoiders have been using off-shore companies in
places like the Isle of Man.

The three McGrath bro-
thers, of Hospital Sweeps and |
Waterford Glass fame, are
among the richest people in
Ireland. .Their uncxpected
£2.5 million windfall came
when the Supreme Court or-
dered the repayment of a capi-
tal gains tax charge levied on
them by the Revenue Com-
misioners. Thisdecision of the
Supreme Court gave formal
legitimacy o a complex tax
avoidance scheme they had set
up through Isle of Man com-
panics.

Capital gains tax has
existed here since 1975. Onc
of its provisions allows certain
losses 10 be offset against
gains to reduce liability. But

what s when the loss is
quile artificially created for no
other purpose than tax avoid-
ance?

The British courts faced
this same question earlicr in
the decade. The revenue auth-
orities there challenged a

Burmah then sought to have the difference belween this
£300,000 and the £159.6 million it had paid for Holdings
10 be allowed as a loss for capital gains tax purposes.
The Housce of Lords refused point blank. It ruled that
there was no real loss involved. Here, said Lord Fraser,
was "the apparently magic result of creating a Lax loss that
was nol a real loss." Lord Diplock went on to wam those
whose business consisted of de-
signing off-the-shelf tax avoid-

ance schemes that the judiciary
would adopt a hard line against
"pre-ordained scries of transac-
tions into which are insericd
steps with no commercial pur-
pose other than avoidance of a
liability to tax ".

When the lrish Revenue
Commisioncrs brought the
McGrath casc to the High Court
they hoped that these UK rul-
ings would be upheld and the
scheme set up by onc of the
three brothers quashed. Miss
Justice Carroll declined. So did
the five judges of the Supreme
Court.

The scheme allowed by the
Irish courns was ¢ven morc arti-
ficial than those struck down by
the House of Lords. It involved
dealings between Isle of Man
companic¢s which resulicd in a
technical loss of almost £1.4
million which could be offsct
against capital gains camed in
Ircland by the McGraths ycars
earlier.

scheme set up by the Burmah

Qil Company. Burmah was

owed £159.3 million by a wholly owned subsidiary
MORH, which in tum owed the same amount Lo another
subsidiary Holdings. Burmah paid £159.6 million for the
shares of Holdings, of which £159.3 million was repaid to
MORH who, in tum, rcpaid the same sum it owed 1o Bur-
mah. Holdings then went in 10 voluntary liquidation, but

. only some £300,000 went to Burmah from the wind up.

The Irish judges wok the
view that only Parliament could

take the rc?onsibilily for outlawing such schemes.
THIS SUPREME Court judgement passed the ball
back Lo obviously very reluctant Ministers. In his Budget
speech Albert Reynolds acknowledged the concem of the
Revenuc Commissioners over the losses that were accu-

mulating since the decision.

Prominent firms of accountants were telling financial 2>
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journalists of special charter jets
oing to the Isle of Man (o scl up
§Aczgrath type schemes. Fees of up
1o £30,000 per scheme were men-
tioned. Businces and Finance re-
ed that "the bigger practices
umned up their fax machines send-
ing out notes o their clients advis-
ing them that this was an
opportunity not to be passed over”,

Reynolds left open the possi-
bility that an amendment might be
backdated to the date of the Supreme
Court decision. The events of the
subsequent weckend provide a fas-
cinating insight into the influence of
wealth on scnsitive law making in
Ireland.

On January 29th, the Sunday
after the budget, there was a report
in the Sunday Press that the Revenue
Commissioncrs were actively seck-
ing retrospection including, if
nccessary, a validating constitu-
tional referendum,

That same Sunday Mr Haughey
moved ?uickly to dispel any ru-
mours of retrospection. For a Taoi-
seach so normally sparing in
comments to the media his instant
reaction was truly astonishing.
There would, he declared, be no
retrospection in the proposed legis-
lation. In effect, he was reassuring
the country's most wealthy citizens
that no cffort would be made to claw
back the huge losses the stale had
suffercd in the six months since the
judgement

Without such retrospection the
amcndments arc likely to be a dead
letter. A coach and four has been
successfully driven through the
1975 Capital Gains Tax Act. All the
parties in the state promise tax re-
form. But these promises are hollow
until the special priveleges enjoyed
by the owners of capital are lackled.
The cvents surrounding Lhe
McGrath case show again how en-
wenched those priveleges are and
how powerful the beneficiaries re-
main in our political system 3

Joan Burton is a leclurer in
Accountancy. She is a member of
the Labour Party Administrative
Council,

Maginnis fits the bill

Brian Trench on the media

IF KEN Maginnis didn’t exist, the
southern media would have had to in-
vent him. He sounds like the authentic
voice of northern unionism, with his
strong line on law and order and his
{irm resistance to any hint of united
Ireland tendencies. Bul, at the same
time, he is willing to dcbate political
ideas and will even venture into
enemy lerritory o do so,

Maginnis meets the limiled needs
of the Dublin-based media ncatly.
They love the combination of firm de-
nuncialion and sweel reasonablencss.
Above all, they love the fact that he is
available,

Quotes from Maginnis in the south-
ern media outweigh those from all
other Official Unionists together. For
reactions to the latest aci of political vi-
olence or for commentaries on polili-
cal iniliatives, Maginnis is the man.

So complete is the dependence on
Maginnis thal the southern media dare
nol look any wider. They certainly
dare nol examine jusi where Maginnis
fits in, just what his standing is.

‘There is a larger dimension (o this
reliance on Maginnis and on his SDLP
securily spokesperson counterpart,
Scamus Mallon, and it is this: the
southern media want to "normalise’
the North, 10 assent the cenirality of
represcntative politics. They need to
believe in the eventual triumph of the
instilutions and in the absence of local
institutions they give pride of place 1o
those who would occupy them if they
did exist.

The resulting distortion occurs
most of all through omission: the rep-
resenlatives of public interests outside
the imagincd institutions are rarcly
heard; the altitudes and the conditions
which sustain anti-instiputional organi-
sations arc rarely surveyed.

OME things are Good Things and
s:omc things are Bad Things. Agree-
ment between unions and government
on a social contract is a Good Thing.
Rising prices and, even more, maich-
ing pay claims are a Bad Thing.

But in one arca of journalism, high,
and higher, prices are a Wonderful
Thing. The property pages of the news-
papers record with uncontainable en-
thusiasm the repeated trumping of
previous house price records.

Itis not those who might live in the
houses - al least, not, unless they are
rich and famous - who determine this
perspective, It is the builders and the
es_l&tc lhnegmu :lh:-la oorpmluion riscs
wi over ce of property.

We have come Lo accepl this kind
of stuff in the property pages where
the articles generally have a pretty ob-
vious relationship with ads - even by
using the same language.

But in drawing newsroom journal-
ists into its new property supplement
the Irish Times is making Lhings worse
rather than belter. Such journalisis
carry with them a different kind of
authority, They have been given wide
scope o wrile about their particular en-
thusiasms, in some cases their own
neighbourhoods.

Kcvin Myers wrote a characteristi-
cally purple piece about a house four
doors down from his own, saying that
the asking price was far oo low. As it
turned out, the refurbishing was far
from adequate,

The influence of the media is gener-
ally overestimated and propeny jour-
nalism may have liltle direct influence
on the market. But it is clear, if the
words mean anything at all, that the
writers intend 1o massage the markel.
And this is a Bad Thing.

A NEW group called Media Waich
is holding its inaugural meeling in
Dublin on March [1, aiming 1o set up
mechanisms for monitoring media
coverage of a number of issues and to
campaign for [air, accurate and com-
prehensive reporting.

Some of the arcas selected for par-
ticular uuention are: ¢ensorship of cer-
lain views on the Northern conflicy;
concentration of media ownership;
tendencies to reinforce the conserva-
live economic consensus; forcign
news.

This ambitious agenda demands the
panicipation of a greal many people.

Bul a caution: it is essential 1o silu-
aie critiques of the media carefully -
Are they made from the standpoint of
the media’s own declared professional
standards? or are they made from a
lefi-wing perspective, arguing for a
consistently different kind of em-
phasis. In campaigns of this kind, the
two approaches have sometimes been
confused.
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The elections to the European Parliament in June will see a num-

ber of candidates opposing, in various measures, further integra-

tion into the European Community. Z has invited four of them to
outline the case they are making to voters.

TREVOR SARGENT
(Green Alliance, Dublin)

OUR EC membership has resulted in
centralisation of economic and political
power often outside [reland altogether.
We now have the highest unemploy-
ment rate cver. (Non-EC European
countries all have lower utnemployment
figures). Roads have been built while
public transport has been cut back. (Bus
Atha Cliath services arc down 17%).

We are more dependent than ever on
unsustainable chemical agriculiure and
short-term EC grant aid. Every year EC
countries shed 350,000 farm jobs and
still we have immoral wastage in over
production of dairy produce. We would
be much more sustainable outside the
present EC.

Une of the few positive aspects of
being an EC member has been its envi-
ronmental laws. This proves that some
intemational forum is necessary to co-
ordinate certain issucs common o a
number of regions or countrics.

In the Europcan Parliament, 12
Green MEPs are alrcady working to-
wards a Green vision of Europe that is
broader than the EC and involves at least
29 countries straddling the ‘Iron Cur-
tain’. Green Parties arc growing in Po-
land and Hungary now. However, we
cannot ignore the existence of the EC in
its present form. Certain EC policies re-
quirc immediate change before long
term changes can Lake place 10 create a
peaceful Europe of the Regions.

1. Our neutrality needs to be pro-
tecied and must be assertive in opposing

world hunger and militarisation.

2. Greens will push o close the many
loopholes in EC law, especially thosc
that allow national governmenis claim
immunity for potential environmental
hazards on the grounds of an essential
energy programme (for instance Sclla-
ficld).

3. We will introduce a replacement
for the Common Agricultural Policy -
one that is ecologically sustainable, la-
bour intensive, and will expand growth
of cereals and pulscs o improve soil
structure and fertility.

4. Greens will continue to work for
alternatives 10 domination by world
multi-nationals in the EC over Europe
and other continents.

Il current policies continue, capital
will move more to the centre leaving the
poorer peripheral areas more dependent
than ever on compensation money and
politicl patronage from Brussels. Less
border control will also increase the
danger of agricullural diseases spread-
ing quickly. Although we welcome
freedom of movement within the EC,
mosl unwelcome is the racist discrimi-
nation against non-EC nationals living
and working in EC states.

Green policies and campaigns arc
pushing to prove how human socicties
can operate with the understanding that
we are part of nature, not on top of it. Our
election manifesto explains for instance
how and why fundamental change is
needed 1o stem emigration through (a)
innovative job opportunitics in a sustain-
able ccological and energy-cfficient
cconomy, (b) job sharing as well as re-
duced working hours and (c) a basic in-

come o be paid to all, not as a hand out
but as a fair dividend of the stale’s in-
come which more and more comes from
machines and less from income 1ax.

As in life iself, all Green policies are
interdependent and our local plan called
*Blucprint for a Green Dublin® shows a
city with fewer cars and more cycle-
ways; pedesirian arcas as well as cheap
efficient public transport; less smog;
more irces; less sewage discharge.

Support for the Green Party/Com-
haontas Glas campaign comes from
local Green groups, as well as many
people in cnvironmental groups, ‘Third
World® groups, human rights and peace
groups as well as local democracy or-
ganisations such as community councils
and residents associations. Overseas the
other 16 Green Parties in Europe support
us and together we have drawn up a
‘Common Programme of European
Greens’ which forms part of our respee-
tive manifestos for the June elections.

Similar to my pledge in local and
general clections, I will retain from my
MEP salary the same amount as | curren-
tly get paid as a teacher to allow me live
and do my job. The remainder (which in-
cluding expenses is substantial) will be
set aside to be spent by the Greens on
various environmenial and communily
projects.

Green Alliance, Tel: 01-771436

JOE NOONAN
(Pcople First/Mcithcal, Munstcr)

THE ISSUES are not just unemploy-
ment, the environment and Irish neu-



trality but also, and perhaps more
importantly, the future of Europe after
1992. I am standing with the support of
People FirsyMeitheal, a new Munster
organisation founded by Cork non-party
activisis who campaigned logether in the
1987 Single Europcan Act (SEA) ref-
erendum.

Those in People First/Meitheal range
from centre to lefl, and there arc others
who reject such catcgorisations. The
founder - trustees include Senator Bren-
dan Ryan.

People First/Meitheal believes that a
large number of Munster volers are not
represented by the five sitting MEPs. It
wanls, instead, acandidate who will take
a critical stance on EEC issues, who will
reporl cffectively and honesily to the
clectorate on developments in the EEC,
and who is genuincly concerned about
Irish employment, the poverty resulting
from the lack of real jobs, ncutrality and
the environment.

In recent years Ircland’s position on
each of these arcas has worsened dra-
matically. Whether this is due primarily
to the actions or otherwisc of the EEC or
of successive Irish governmenis, is a
matier for debale - but the combination
of the two logether has surely been de-
vaslaling. A majority in Ddil Eircann
now pursues an extraordinary conscrn-
sus, one which does not tolerate any seri-
ous criticism or discussion of EEC
policies.

We necd an MEP with the courage

and practical back-up to take a [resh ap-

roach. We in People First/Mecitheal be-
icve that such a candidate would
succced in Munster, where just 16.6 per

cent of the vole is needed to take a scat,
and that this is the only realistic chance
of electing someone to challenge the
existing political complacency onissucs
that concernus. On clection, the MEP's
salary and expenses will be administered
by the movements trustees.

Like the Danish People's Move-
ment, which has given us moral and
practical help, we will act as an inde-
pendent focus for national interests at
EEC level and resist attempts to increase
the European Parlianient’s powers at the
expense of those of member states.

Thiscampaign will continue afier the
June clections, regardless of their out-
come because of the need lo raise aware-
ness about the 1993 Treaty. This is the
Treaty, called for by Delors and others,
designed to create a European Union by
adding currency and defence com-
petence to the post-1992 EEC frame-
work. It will have 1o be approved here
by referendum and we must not let the
politicians get away with another six-
week “sign-or-else” exercise this time.

These will be the last European Par-
liament clections before this 1993
Treaty. It is only by gelting oul the in-
formation and preparing for the next
batile that we can ensure that the destiny
of the nation is decided by its pcople and
nol by its elite groups.

One of the most crucl hoaxes being
put around regarding 1992 is that the
border beiween the Republic and North-
em lreland will be abolished. Anyone
who suggests that equalising VAT in
Newry and Dundalk will lead 1o the
removal of the border cannot be 1aken
seriously.

EUROPE?

When the governor of the Central
Bank warns of Ireland becoming the Ap-
palachia of Western Europe, and when
the head of the Economic and Social Re-
search Institute (ESRI) wonders if there
is a conspiracy of silence about the
EEC’s disastrous jobs record, it is clear
that the true nature of 1992 has dawned
on people well outside the average Z
reader profile.

Without your help, however, the
fraud of 1992 will continue to be perpe-
trated by our MEPs. Can you slecp
knowing that ? If not, contact us.

People First/Meitheal, 6-7 Corn-
market Street, Cork. Tel: 021-275692.

RAY CROTTY
(Euro-Elcction Campaign, Dublin)

IN THIS clection I invite the votes of
those who fear the consequences of, or
do nol desire, closer integration with the
EEC. However, resisting closer inlegra-
tion with the EEC will only make sense
if we then vigorously, creatively and pa-
triotically use the retained sovercignty lo
devise and implement policies appropri-
ale to our circumstances and which will
end mass unemployment, mass poverty
and mass cmigration.

Some good may be achieved, in col-
laboration with the Rainbow Group, in
the European Parliament in impeding
legislation particularly unfavorable to
Ircland and other small nations in the
EEC. The principal aim in contesting the
eleetion is to rally opposition 1o closer
integration with and dependence on the
EEC, and by winning a scal, 1o secure a
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source of funds to be used to develop and
consolidate thal opposition.

On the possible disappearance of in-
temal borders in Ireland, it has 1o be said
that mosl restrictions on Ireland’s inter-
nal borders were imposed by Irish gov-
emments. With appropriate economic
policics, which would greatly lower real
costs in the Republic, most of those re-
strictions could be removed, without ref-
erence to Brussels or London.

64,000 people in the Dublin consti-
tuency voled againsi eniry to the EEC in
1972. Almost twice as many, or
115,000, voted against the SEA in 1987.
On trend, that vote, which is critical of
the EEC, will by now be at least 120,000.
If Dublin geis its due allocation of five
European Parliament seats, one third of
that number will suffice to clect me in
June. If Dublin continues to be under-
represented with four scats, less than
half the "no’ vote, or 55,000, will suffice.

People should vote for me for the
same reason as people voled against
entry to the EEC and againsi the SEA:
because they believe that integration
with an dependence on the EEC is con-
trary to Irish national interests; and be-
cause they belicve that, by the vigorous,
creative and patriotic exercise of our
sovercignly we can create here a sociely
in which all the Irish can get a livelihood
al least as good as is attainable elsc-
where.

I hold that the more highly paid, the
poorer is the quality of public repre-
sentatives. High pay altracts persons
concerned lo advance their private inter-
est rather than the common weal. It in-
duces clected representatives 1o seck
primarily re-clectionrather than the pub-
lic good. I feel strongly that public rep-
resentatives should be content with
incomes no higher than the average of
their constituents, having in addition, the

respect of the public for the honourable *

discharge of their duties.

My campaign is supported by indi-
viduals who, so far as their affiliations
are known, are altached to partics and or-
ganisations spanning the political spec-
trum. However, EuroAlert has made a
generous donation, and The Danish Peo-
ples' Movement have wished us well.
Finance for the campaign has come prin-
cipally from individual subscriptions.

Ray Crolty’s
Tel:01.770045

Campaign,

ANNE SPEED
(Sinn Féin, Dublin)

THE BASIC Rcpublican and socialist
position is simple and all embracing. It
is that the ills of this island North and
South, the uncmployment, injustice and
inequity of our society are the results of
imperialism and the fact that our people
do not have the right to self-determina-
tion. I am standing as a Sinn Féin candi-
date on Junc 151h to popularise this view
and build opposition 1o continuing EEC
membership.

We control neither our wealth nor our
markets nor the allocation of our resour-
ces. Under the EEC, competition from
Multinationals has decimated major sec-
tors of industry - paper, limber process-
ing. tanning, footwear, leather textiles
and so on. Instead of adeveloping native
industrial base, we have had multina-
tionals flooding into Ireland to gel be-
hind EEC 1ariff barriers. The outllow of
wealth/monies from our economy is
enormous:

e £] billion multinational profits
(1987/88 figures);

e £].£2 billion social/economic cost
of emigration;

e £] billion foreign debt servicing
(1988);

e £] billion Irish investment abroad
(Smurfits, Waterford Glass, Ce-
ment Roadstone, Bank of Ireland,
Allicd Irish Banks).

Further integration into the EEC

means:

o loss of fiscal control (Ireland is 10
harmonise laxes);

e loss of monelary controls (Ex-
change controls - harmonisation ol
banking regulations;

 loss of power for State intervention
(i.e., government purchasing
schemes, markeling schemes, state
planned allocation of resources,
ele.)

We as a people will no longer have
the autonomy lo pursue policies that
stem economic decline, or to take the
only measures that can reverse Ireland’s
hisloric economic impoverishment and
underdevelopment - namely, state allo-
cation on a planned basis and state de-
velopment of markets.

The sclution to Ireland’s ills is in the
Republican objective of a 32 county
Democratic Socialist Republic which is
inconsisient with imperialist depend-
ency and integration into the EEC. 1992
has been hailed by some opportunist pol-
iticians as the ending of partition that
‘borders will go®. This is a co 1. Trade

barriers, customs posts may be removed
but the British military and political ma-
chine will still occupy the six counties.

Volers should be aware that Ireland
will have only 15 out of 518 deputics in
Strasbourg, less than we had at West-
minster under British rule. The Dublin
government will retain only the function
of regulating our adjustment 1o EEC
policies. In ten years time, according 10
Eurocrat Delors, 80 per cent of social
and economic policies will be decided in
Brussels.

Promises of "EEC gold” from the Re-
gional Fund will ring very hollow in the
months and years to come when the big-
gest ever "slush fund" (£4 billion over
nexl 4 years) available to establishment
partics will be mis-spent on the needs of
privale enterprise. Community interests
and job creation will not be the main
priorities.

Despite equality legislation, huge
numbers of women are living in poverty
and women workers are still paid two-
thirds of men’s wages. Progressive EEC
directives have been gathering dust be-
cause of Lhe political opposition of con-
servative partics at the Council of
Ministers. This will continue to be the
case. And cven more so in the case of
workers' rights, where unlike for other
matlers, unanimity is required.

Aclivists are already organising in
protesi. A Republican MEP will resist
and link up with other progressive forces
in Europe on all vital issues. In raising
all these issues, our campaign has drawn
support from like-minded people in-
volved in community groups, womens®
and students® movements, and trade
unions. This is a serious campaign for us
and we are oul (o win a scaL

If elected, I will be paid by the party.
Any salary or cxpenses of public repre-
sentatives arc not the personal properly
of the individuals concemed. An EEC
income will be utiliscd as a resource to
both the party and campaigns lo resist
the big upheaval that 1992 holds in store
for us.

EEC membership is not irreversible.
There are aliernatives: a negotiated as-
sociation with the EEC and other trading
blocs, on the basis of mutual advantage.
This would not be easy to achieve in the
short term. In the meantime, I will be
campaigning to win a seal - and, to build
the biggest possible opposition o the
plans that establishment politicians and
bureaucrals have in store for us.

Sinn Féin Europeam Election
Campaign, Tel: 01-308783



NOT A PENNY FOR THE STATE

ith the news that the state is plan-

ning to sell off its 25% stakc in Tara
Mines, the saga of Siate involvement in
Irish Mines seems about Lo close,

The lessonto leam is that if you don't
keep a majority control you get taken to
the cleaners as, despite the fact that
Navan was state-ownced and one of the
richest zinc-lead mines in the world, not
one penny of royalty, tax or dividend has
been paid to the state since it was dis-
covered in 1971.

The final nail in the political coffin of
the now faintly ridiculous Justing Keat-
ing is aboul (o be placed. Never in the
history of Irish politics has anyone been
proven morc wrong. That he was a La-
bour politician in acoalition government
with full ownership of £2,000 million
worth of mineral wealth that has not pro-
duced a penny [or the state is eloquent
commentary alone on the ghastly litany
of errors perpetrated by what must have
been the worst government in the history
of the state, the 1973-77 Coalition.

A campaign at the time lead by the
Liaison of the Left group in the Labour
Party and the Workers Party and Com-
munist Party, fusing in the Resources
Protection Campaign, gained enormous
public support for relaining state owner-
ship and forming a state mining com-
pany. With much abusc heaped on our
heads about the inability of the state to
run any major industry - Scan Lemass
set the scenc in 1947 when he said “the
working of minerals is primarily a mat-
terfor private cnterprise” - the final irony
must be that the State is now trying 1o
sell its stake to the present owner, Outo-
kumpu Oy, the Finnish state mining and
engineering company. Foreign state
companies OK, Irish ones not. It's still a
popular theme with our native capital-
ists.

Tara has now been producing for
over len years and has exported £700
million worth of ore, shipped out to Eu-
rope to provide downstream jobs abroad
in metallurgical industrics. It may last
another twenty years.

As with Gortdrum, Silvermines and
Tynagh, all major mines in their day, the
wealth was exported in the raw state at
minimal profit to the country and leay-
ing unemployment depression and
empty holes in the ground in its wake.

Tara Mines is a highly profitable
company and a lot of people made a Jo1
of money over the years - Tony O'Reilly
made £3 million by selling his shares
early on to Cominco, a Canadian com-
pany - yet by judicious use of tax avoid-
ance measures the state, which was
entitled to 4.5 per cent royalties (a tax on
profits), 12.5 per cent of net profits
through payment of dividends and 50
per cent Corporation Tax has got noth-
ing. It is now claiming £4.7 million
owed from 1978-1984 but scems unlike-
ly to get it. The mine is currently mak-
ing £50 million a year for the Finnish
stale mining company which exports the
ore o its smelters and engineering fac-
tories. Zinc, the major metal in the mine,
is curmrently at its historically highest
price of $2,000 a tonne largely because -
another great irony - China is buying
substantial amounts on the world mar-
ket,

Tara was able to carry trading losses
from yearto year and allowed set of f cur-
rency exchange losses 1o reduce work-
ing profits as well as enormous capital
allowances and bank interest to reduce
liabilities. It was even allowed submit
dollar accounts al a ime when the dol-
lar collapsed to facilitate reduction in
paper profits. Brendan Hynes, now re-
tired, chairman of Tara Mines, summed
it all up when he said "we made a profit
in an accounting sense but not in a tax
sense”.

The major mistakes made by Keating
were lo retain only a minority stake giv-
ing the siate no control and 1o charge
royalties based on profits, which were
skillfully disguised, rather than on the
raw ore - one bucket of ore for us and
one for them. This is not an “after the
whistle" comment as Keating was fully
warned before he gave the mining lease

Dave eligan considers 15 years of mismanaging the state's involvement in

to Tara by many of the Irish Left that, as
he had the company over a barrel, he
should have stood up lo them.

He further compounded his tragic -
and expensive - crors by subsequently
buying a 25% stake in Bula who had
gained control of about 10 per centof the
Navan ore-body for £10 million. The
state paid this money to four private in-
dividuals including Tom Roche of toll-
roads and East-link bridge fame and they
have yel to mine their ore. Justin Keat-
ing should get into the Guinness book of
records as the most expensive purchaser
of afield [ull of dandelions in world his-
tory. The estimated cost (o the state at
this stage - Bula is now in receivership -
is £35 million.

Even Hynes, the boss of Tara,
criticised Keating in the libel action
Kealing took against the Sunday
Tribune when he said - "the whole thing
was a debacle - the Minister could have
got the 25% as aconcession to secure the
lease”,

Keating’s major error with Bula was
1o pay the £10 million tax free without
any planning permission or production
agreements [or the mine.

Desmond O'Malley said at that ime
that "he would like to see the state out of
risky ventures such as mining" - like
Keating he has been shown to be pro-
foundly wrong. The lesson to be leamnt
is niot that the state should stay out of it
but that it should get in further.

Tt should maintain a majorily share-
holding in its own publicly-owned asset
and develop down-stream processing
jobs - just like the state-owned Qulo-
kumpu who now own Tara and are now
reaping the rewards of the statc-owned
asset - for the state of Finland.

We'll never leam but the Left was
right.

Dave Neligan Is former chairman
of the Resources Protection Cam-
paign and a member of the Labour
Party.
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Obstreperous
lassies

Mary Carolan reviews a recent book on the
history of the Irish Women Worker's Union.

Employuflahour relations have
changed somewhat since the forma-
tion of the IWWU in 1911. The first
President of the union, Constance
Markievicz, while Minister for Labour
in the first D4il, demonstrated a re-
maerkably innovative approach towards
dealing with trenchant employers.
Louie Benncit, then General Secretary,
nostalgically recalled Markievicz, gun
in hand, walking inlo an early version
of the Employer Labour conference.

*The Conference had droned on for
hours. Miss Bennetl was eloquent, the
employer was adamanl and no appreci-
able advance had been made. Then
Madame Marldevicz strode in, pulled
out her gun, pointed il at the temified
employer - "ten minules to settle, after
that I shoot!”, The employer seittled
after seven minutes ',

In this book, Mary Jones has filled
a void in the arenas of Labour and
Women's history, at the same time pro-
viding a long overdue introduction to
the unexplored territory of women's
trade union organisation in Ireland.

The IWWU was established by Jim
Larkin in 1911 and reflected the com-
ing together of the three prominent
forces in early 20th Century Ireland -
the Women'’s, Nationalist and Labour
movements. This separate organisation
of women reflected Larkin's concept
of one big union with a gender divi-
sion between men and women.

Women themselves were divided
on the issuc of separale organisation
and throughout its long history, the
TWWU had 1o counter altacks on ils
autonomy and right to organise as a
woman only union.

The leadership of the IWWU re-
corded its lack of confidence in the
goodwill of male trade unionists to-
wards promoling improvements for
women in the work force - a cynicism
that was well founded, particularly dur-
ing the negotiations on the 1936

Conditions of Employment Act, when
the ITUC supported Section 16 of that
Act, which restricted women's right 1o
work during certain hours.
Throughout its seventy threc years,
the women's union championed the
cause of the woman worker, and un-
like the other unions, placed condi-
tions of labour on an equal fooling
with remuneration, a position which
nelted substantial gains for all workers
including moming and
breaks, canteens, lavatories, bicycle
sheds. The IWWU was the first union
to strike successfully for the fort-
night’s paid holiday - afler a 14 week
strike by the laundresses of the IWWU.
Until her death in 1956, the direc-
tion of the IWWU reflected the per-
sonal priorities and concems of Louie
Benneit, who had taken on the redr-
ganisation of the union in 1916 when
its then secretary, Helena Moloney,
was interned for her part in the 1916
Rising. Not until the late 1950s did
the ordinary woman worker aitain a
greater degree of participation in the
work of the IWWU, and Jones illus-
trates the problems this lack of com-
munication between thc members and
the all powerful executive created.
Despite these problems, the 70
years of this women's union are
marked by an unswerving loyalty io
the principle and practise of women’s
industrial organisation. Throughout
the period, despite advances made in
the areas of conditions and rémunera-
tion, women had not only to find la-
bour but to win the right to labour
againsi the often united opposition of
employers and male irade unionists.
Women themselves were nol always
in accord, and, in particular, the con-
troversy over the night of married
women to work raged into the 1980's.
Despite their differences, though, the
IWWU presented a united [ront
against the excesses of capitalism. In

1984, the IWWU amalgamated (with
the reluctant consent of a reduced
membership) with the FWUI and
today functions as the women workers
branch of that union. Mary Jones has
explored the personalitics and
priorities behind this country*s first
women only union, exposing the com-
plex internal and cxtemnal tensions that
at times stimulated and hindered its de-
velopment, and, at the same lime, cre-
ated a fitting tribute to the women
workers of this century,

These Obstreperous Lassies: A
History Of The Irish Women
Workers’ Union by Mary Jones; Gill
and Macmillan (December 1988)
£12.95

Nature
Lovers in
Knee Socks

Peter McDermott re-
views a book on the

German Greens

SOME political scientists have begun
to argue thal there is a new cleavage in
European politics between “materia-
lisis” and “post-malerialisis’. The rais-
ing of the total social product in recent

_decades has led 1o a situation where

politics is less about ecking out a liv-
ing, less about bread and butter issues,
and more to do with "personal” con-
cems. Hence, we have seen the devel-
opment of the new social movements
in the 1970s and 1980s.

“Post-materialisis” are, according
to the political scientists, loosely left-
wing, particularly in their value sys-
tems, and the potential electoral
support for "post-malerialist” partics is
enormous; the bad news is that this
spells the end for class politics.

The left should 1ake this view of
the "new politics™ more seriously, but
reading Wemner Hulsberg's history of
the German Greens - by [ar the best
available - reveals its limitations. His
accounl siluates the Greens in the cor
text of the post-war West German
state and, in particuler, its authorita-
rian party system which excluded an
repressed dissent, creating a deeply- ==
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<L rooted tradition of extra-parliamentary

opposition.

When the Green Party was founded
in 1979, it was nurtured by the power-
ful social movements against nuclear
power and nuclear weapons. A ma-
jority of Green volers participated in
these movements and clearly identi-
fied themselves as being to the left of
the SPD.

Far from being.classless, the typi-
cal Green voler belongs lo the beter-
educated, while-collar section of the
working class, involved in the service
and technological sectors - the worker
of the year 2020, as one West German
analys! argues.

Originally the Greens were, accord-
ing one of its best-known politicians,
Joschka Fisher, "the peculiar union of
student missionaries of world proleta-
rian revolution with nature lovers in
their knee-socks’. There are now threc
importan! broad tendencies: the fun-
damentalists (Petra Kelly is a moder-
ate in this camp), the eco-socialists
(with some of whom Hulsberg himself
sympathises) and the realists.

Ironically, many of the student
street fighters of the past, such as the
charismatic Fisher and Danicl Cohn-
Bendit, identify with the realists, as do
80 per ceni of Green voters. This fac-
tion is more open lo some sort of "Red-
Green” alliance, that is, coalition with
the SPD (Social Democrais). Bul they
ofien find themselves outvoted inter-
nally,. J

Hulberg embraces Green philos-
ophy and its critique of elements of
left orthodoxy, but he has retained
many [ar-lcfl assumptions and ca-
tegories. He is very good on what is
specific to the German experience, but
his approach is more questionable
when extracting general lessons.

He gives a seal of approval lo
groups coalescing around Pierre
Juquin, the Communis! Party dissident
and 1988 presidential candidate, in
preference to the official French
Greens. The latter did nol go beyond
ecology and "develop a social dy-
namic’. Bu, surcly, a Green electoral
take-off is as likely to be social demo-
cratic or left populist in oricniation.
Even in Germany where all Green cur-
rents desire a ncw society, the realists,
on their own admission, are a "little
foggy" about what this entails. 3

The German Greens: A Social and
Political Profile, Werner Hulsberg.
Verso 1988 (£9.95 sterling).

|N THE third weck of February, which was not untypical, 29 hours of game
shows and quiz programmes were broadcasi by the six terresirial and three enter-
tainment satellite channels carried by Cablelink. That's over four hours a day on
average.

Sounds a lot? Not when you consider that the total output of those nine chan-
nels is running at close lo 140 hour's every day. Game/quiz shows make up less
than three per cent of the total. And they don’t hog peak viewing times; two thirds
of game/quiz shows go out during the day-time.

Much ‘left’ or 'intellectual” criticism of game/quiz shows is misplaced. Not
only does il tend to exaggerate their weight in total TV outpul, it also tends to
exaggerate the ideological harm allegedly inflicted on the viewer. Coming, as it
usually docs, from people who actually watch very little TV, such criticism is
often ignorant of any differcntiation in the genre. Every game/quiz show is not
The Price Is Right.

At the moment, there is, in fact, no programme on the terrestirial channels in
The Price Is Right vein. The American version of that show is (o be found in The
Great American Gameshow, a “ghettoised” compendium of old game shows
going out every morning on Lifestyle. That other bete noire of intellectuals, Sale
Of The Century, has resurfaced on the revamped Sky Channel - without Nicho-
las Parsons!

Avoid the satcllite channels and you can avoid the 'big prizes for no skill'
shows that openly celebrate the acquisitive society. You will not, however, be
able 10 avoid a good number of crass, mind-numbing game shows and moronic,
embarrassing quizes. Here's a list: Through The Keyhole; Trick Or Treat; You
Bet; Scruples; Play The Game; Number One; Headliners; Question Of Sport;
Give Us A Clue.

These shows are not venal, They are simply bad examples of the genre, no
more or less ideologically harmful than bad documentaries of bad soaps. Osten-
sibly about games or quizes, they are really lintle more than vehicles for minor
*guest celebrities’ to camn a few bob arseing about. There will always be an audi-
ence for this kind of thing.

All the shows mentioned so far account for a little over half of the weekly 29
hours output of game and quiz shows. Thai lcaves us with over 13 hours per
week of programmes in the genre which have some merit.

Here's a list of worthwhile game shows: Pyramld Game (UTYV, 9.25 am,
weckdays); Countdown (Channel 4, 4.30 pm, weckdays), Hitman (UTV, 7 pm,
Tuesdays); Chaln Letters (UTV, 7.30 pm, Thursdays); Bullseye (UTV, 5.05 pm,
Sundays); Catchphrase (UTV, 7.15 pm, Sundays). Currently off the air but due
back soon is Blockbusters (UTV, 5.15 pm, weckdays).

These shows feature ordinary folk displaying skills with words or numbers or
whatever. Some formats are more demanding that others but all are serious. The
contestants want to win but the prizes arc not the main consideration. Some of the
shows arc marred by intrusive, sSmarmy presenters and the obligatory introduction

[ of the contestants can often be stomach-churning but beyond the show-biz presen-

tation lics some rare participation TV,

Countdown, the show 12-ycar-old Tim Morrissey from Raheny had a success-
ful run on recently, is both demanding and involving. Presented by Richard White-
ley, the nicest man on TV, it allows you to siretch the old mind for half an hour
cvery aftemoon in a non-competitive, non-hype atmosphere. It"s the best of the
game shows,

The best of the quiz programmes is no longer running. Presented by the second
nicest man on TV, Bamber Gascoigne, University Challenge has now been re-
placed by Mastermind (BBC1, 7.45 pm, Sundays) as the quiz of quizes. It's a de-
generation. You can get half the general round questions on Mastermind; you
were st up for the week if you got half-a-dozen out of a couple of hundred on
University Challenge. Sign of the times.

There should be a market for a straight, serious quiz on RTE; many contestanis
from Ireland do well on British quizes. But the three currently nmning on RTEI
don't come up 1o the mark. Rapld Roulette (7 pm, Thursdays), Know Your
Sport (7.30 pm, Thursdays) and Where In The World (8pm, Sundays) all suffer

from loose formats that arc often unfair lo contestants.

The beuter game shows and quiz programmes allow us 1o sec ordinary people
on the box as subjects rather than objects, even though the structures are tightly
controlled. The best also allow some intcllectual participation by viewers. Not
much television can make such claims.
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CRITICAL STUDIES

Harry Browne, one of the organisers of last month's Critical Studies
Conference on Ireland’s open economy, explains the purpose of the con-
ference and assesses what it achieved.

over 100 people representing a broad
range of Irish ‘alternative’ opinion
participated in the first conference or-
ganised by the Irish Critical Studies
Group, “Ireland’s Open Economy - Al-
ternative Perspectives”, on February
24th and 25th at Dublin's Kinlay House.

The Conference heard aboul a dozen
papers and presentations from academ-
ics and activists with widely varying
views bul with one goal in common: to
share openly information and analysis
which could help to loosen the strangle-
hold which the political right holds over
economic thought in Ireland today.

The success of the conference was in
itselfl evidence of how light this grip is:
politically sophisticaled people, many
highly dedicated to progressive causes,
found it necessary to give up most of a
weckend to learn a few basic facts aboul,
for instance, the nature of multinational
penetration of Irish industry, the grow-
ing marginalisation of small farmexs, or
the consequences for a small peripheral
cconomy of the increased economic in-
tegration which 1992 promises for
Woestern Europe.

The structure of the eonference pro-
gressed from sectoral ‘decp back-
ground’ to discussion and debate about
siralegy. So, while the last of the four
main sessions may have contained many
of the familiar rhetorical elcments of a
political meeting, Friday evening's
opening scssion featured in-depth his-
torical and analytical papers on Insh in-
dustry and agriculture by, respectively,
Maurice Coakley, a Dublin Northside
activist, and Hilary Tovey, of the Trinity
College Sociology Department.

Coakley's research findings illus-
trated the failure of the IDA strategy of
recenl decades to bring sustainable
economic growth, as multinationals pro-
vide (fewer and fewer) dead-end jobs,
fail to establish *linkages® of supply, dis-
tribution and production with Irish
firms, and choke off resources which
could support indigenous indusiry.
Tovey illuminated the gross inequitics
created and exacerbated in rural Ircland
by government and EEC agricullural
policies, with only a tiny percentage of
Irish farm holdings justifying the labcl
‘commercial’,

Meanwhile, she pointed out, the
same establishment promotes a pretti-
fied vision of the timeless Irish country-
side at odds with the lives and
livelihoods of most who live there. Jour-
nalist Robert Allen's response at this
session combined rural and industrial

concemns by examining the pharmaceu-

ticals, and particularly the political

struggle being waged against US com-

Elmy Merrell Dow in Co. Cork (see Issuc
0. 1 of Z).

Al Saturday moming’s session MSE
research officer Tony Moriarty
presented a disturbing ‘balance sheel' of
Ireland’s disastrous economic perfor-
mance since entering the EEC - a 'plat-
form’ for conlinental markets: a view
that supported the sort of multinational
exploitation which Coakley had ex-
plored.

Eithne Murphy of Teagasc warned of
the risk that Ireland would be further de-
prived of human and capilal resources in
the post-1992 Europe. But Murphy also
disturbed what had threatened to
become a comfortable anti-EEC consen-
sus al the conference by calling for an in-
creasingly integrated political union by
which Brussels® social spending could
be made siatulory rather than discretion-

ary.

Economist Andy Storey, one of the
organisers of the conference, presented
a wilty but balanced view of the so-
called "social dimension” of economic
inlegration, scoming some supposed
*benefits’ like increased labour force
mobility ("frecedom 1o move across na-
lional fronticrs to work is nothing new
to Irish pcople!™), bul reminding the
confcrence of such things as the EC di-
rective on cqual pay.

From the floor, Anthony Coughlan
suggested that from the point of view of
Irish self-determination, European inte-
gralion must compare unfavourably
with the 19th century Union.

Also on Saturday, Raymond Crolty
used some [rish economic history 1o en-
lighten the conference aboul the {inan-
cial risks, in terms of capital flight, posed
by present economic thinking and strate-
gy- Eoin O’Malley of the ESRI followed
with perhaps the most lalked-about
paper of the weckend, a detailed outline
of an alternative industrialisation strate-
gy, in which native industries are fos-
tered and developed with the help of the
slate.

Anne Speed and Tony Coughlan
later suggested that such a strategy was
incompatible with EEC membership,
given that even now the IDA operates al
the discretion of EEC bodics charged
with ensuring thal trade in the Com-
munity is “free and fair”. O'Malley him-
self, however, did not agree with their
point. -

A lively discussion closed the con-

ference; this featured Coughlan, Speed,
Michael O'Reilly of the ATOWU and
the Labour Party, Mick Rafferty and
Peader Kirby. Kirby with the help of
Kader Asmal from the floor, made a
point which was crucial not simply to
"challenging the economics of the
Right” but to the very of the
conference and the Critical Studies
Group: the Right's hegemony over Irish
public life is in large part idcological,
and to combat it progressive people nced
1o find a way to develop sophisticated al-
tematives, and o make them, in turn, ac-
cessible 1o the mass of people.

As discussion from the [loor went
over arange of lopics, the conference or-
ganisers returned o key point: at a meet-
ing in which religious people could be
found side by side with Belfast republi-
cans, trade unionists and Grecn Party ac-
tivists, a (irm consensus on the nature of,
and solutions 1o, what ails us in Ircland
is not feasible. Moreover, the Irish Criti-
cal Swudies Group was not formed 1o,
and could not pretend to, articulate such
a consensus. Rather, the group hopes to
provide a forum where these people can
get together again, to discuss issucs that
were perhaps neﬁlcclcd at this con-
ference, like the North or the environ-
menl, debate and refine their positions -
not to achieve any false consensus, but
lo ry 1o iap the real resources which are
there to undermine the ideological foun-
dations of right-wing power.

In this non-sectarian spirit the Criti-
cal Studies Group as a body has no busi-
ness formulating policy positions,
although we would be only 100 delighted
to see people finding common ground
through the forum the Group provides.

For now, we hope w0 publish the
papers presenied at the February con-
ference, ideally as the first issuc of a
rcgular journal. It is also planncd that
regular discussions, debates and semin-
ars be held on the variety of topics that
concern radicals. We'd like to hope that
a sufficient number and variety of
people will be attracted to the group for
it to catch the newest currents of think-
ing not only in economics and the social
sciences, bul in culture and the arts, law
and "hard’ science.

The Irish Critical Studies Group
will hold an open meeting fo plan its fu-
ture activities on Tuesday March 21st
at 7.30 p.m. in Kinlay House, Lord Ed-
ward Street, Dablin.



THEATRE E

GROWING == FRINGE

The tremendous growth in the Independent Theatre movement over the last few
years is perhaps the most significant development in Irish Theatre this decade.
A new organisation has recently been constituted called the Independent
Theatre Association whose aims are to improve conditions within the sector by
initiating an aggressive programme of self-help and promotion. Z Magazine
spoke with 1.T.A. President, John Farrell.

Z:Cunyoutell us what youmean by independent Theatre?

JF: The term coined in the Sixtics was *fringe” and 1 sup-
posc you could sec the association as comprised of com-
panics that at some other time might have been fixed with
that label. As we approach the Ninctics, ‘fringe’ has
become an over-used lerm whose meaning appears fixed
in the public mind with political agit-prop theatre pro-
duccd on a shoestring. In fact, this is no longer the casc.
This once peripheral sector of the industry has, over the
last decade, become a major componcent in both the [inan-
cial and artistic lifc of our professional community, whose
production and performance standards have unassailably
riscn Lo an unprecedented level,

Theretore, the term "independent’ is used - not to ¢x-
clude anyone, but 1o indicate a range of shared concems
and problems that have to do with funding, promotion,
venuces, resources and skills,

Z: 80 you're basically made up of young companies - thai
sortof middle level between, say, University Press and the
Gale,

JF: In terms of wrnover, certainly, bul not in terms of
identily. One problem that Independent Theatre continucs
to cxpericnce is a kind of misinformed perception that
we're all kids doing shows while wailing to get a job in
onc of the major theatres. That division docs not exist. The
majority of our country’s professional theawre workers
participate rather frecly in both scctors. Somcone docs a
show with the Abbey and then docs a show with, say,
Rough Magic. Those kinds of work ¢xperiences comple-
mcnt cach other and don’t represent any derogation of stal-
ure. Our position is that the health of the major
F‘laicnaf,cmcnm and the Independent sector are incxtricably
inked.

The Independent Scctor produces a much greater vol-
ume of work, and promotes a much greater diversity of
stylcs and artistic aims than it is possibic for the larger
venues 10 embrace, We sometimes forget just how de-
pendent the major managements arc on this scetor of the
industry - as Carolyn Swifl has put it, the fringe is the life-
blood of the theatre. And not just in terms of showcasing
ncw talent. Look at the history of Irish Theatre in general:
we would do well to remember that both the Abbey and

the Gate, for example, have very humble ‘independent’
origins themselves - not unlike such currenl companics as
Horizon, Co-Motion, and Theatre Unlimited, Not to men-
tion the wealth of regional theatres and arts centres.

Z: 80 the term ‘independent’ does noi really imply a sep-
aration from the estublishment theaire?

JF: 'Independent’ is used here 1o suggest common ground
in terms of the concems of the less established companics.
It also - and more importantly - describes the status of the
membership itscll. The 1T A, is primarily a frce associ-
ation of individuals coming together 1o develop praciical
initiatives that are mutually beneficial.

#c¢ have, for cxample, already developed a pro-
gramme of workshops available 1o members at cost, and
have cstablished talking shops for the various disciplines
- actors, designers, administrators - which allow for an
open exchange of ideas and opinions. A resource centre is
planned, as well as an on-going programme of staged read-
ings, scminars, festivals, symposia, cic.

Z: What do you sce as your main objectives?

JE: Well, basically, 10 legitimise the work in this scctor,
to define standards and work practices, and to lobby for
more support from both the private and the public scctor,
30 that this arca can continuc 1o develop 1o its full poten-
tial. Tt will very much involve sclling oursclves and mak-
ing the public aware of wha we arc and what we do.

Nol long ago, one of our city's lcading impresarios
(who will remain unnamed) was overhcard making a
sweeping general statement about the Independent Scctor
saying "Can’t act, can’t dircct, they put up a sct - it falls
down”. Well, those kinds of statements arc ridiculous, but
as they play into some distorted perception that already
cxists, people tend not w challcnge them. They tend to
think, "Oh ycah, that must be truc”,

Well, we're saying it’s not true, The top ten com-
panics in the LT.A. had a wmover of over half a million
in 1988. Independent Theatre is consistently lurning up
performances, direction, designs, and scripts of an out-
standing calibre. Mos! of our audicnce finds the work in
the Independent Sector much more satisfying than the
“safe” drama of the cstablishment stage.
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