ADDENDUM TO THE IRELAND TODAY. DOCUMENT July 1969
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It is not intended fbrmngy to include the valid pqipts raised at _
the 22 regional meetings that have been held in the course of April and
May of this year. This would be a time-consuming and impractical exercise.

It is, however, intended to summarise them here as an aid to the

discussuon on- the three major issues which have emerged.

It is also ifteneed to Produce an Ireland Today dobuliene for pyblic -
v consumption, which will "sérv’e;’a““purpo'aei s-imilar;t_d\sthe,i})‘e’@ retlcs e,
: Progzamme?of~Ehe“first”D§fI:*Thé'pbihta raised inthe curréht’discusdions
will be of great value in helping to formulate this programie.

(A) POINTS ON ANALYTICAL SECTION . ,-

There was general approbation of this section: it did not appear to
conflict 3tIongly with anyone’s experience.

1 OMMISSIONS WHICH EMERGED were:

(a) the failure to evaluate the }anguage movement and cultural movement
as one of the great potentially'progréssivg.forceu. This is a serious " :
ommission which will be made good in- the public’documamt. By-way .of
apology from the drafters of Ireland Today, let it be said ‘that the
internal politics of the language movement was not sucli‘as to enable an
uncontroversial evaluation to be written, down in a short paragraph.
Thig situation, howewer, appears-to be’changing for the better.
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(¢) the lack ‘of reference to the special position of the Roman. Catholic ,
church under the 26-County donstitution, and the negative influence of ° v
this factor on the development of democratic thirnking dmong the northern -
Protestants. .Coupled with this was the feeling tHat the lack :of an :
integrated educational system wds a factor preserving religidus sectaridnisih.
It was considered desirable to have an analysis of the various groupings
among the emigratnt Irish population and the organisations that they
support, along the same lines a8 that done for the Irish in the Six and
26 Counties, together with an evaluation of their role in the national
liberation struggle. It was suggested that the 'old' emigrants who had:
become relatively integrated had a special role to play in influencing. the
English trade union movement to press for a Bill of Rights for the Six
Counties, and suchlike democratic demands. It was pointed out that the
task of involving the English working class, organising the Irish in
England, and supporting the Movement at home, were three complementary
aspects of a single task, and.that the various bodies severally active
should co-ordinate their efforts. ) i i :

2 POINTS REQUIRING ELABORATION were:

r

(a) the analysis of the farmers® organisations and the basis for the
worker/farmer alliance.

It is not possible to do this without further work based on regional
conferences of active farmers in the Movement who kngw and understand
the local farmers’ organisations, As a result of thesk Commission
conferences, perhaps the local members will see that there is a need
for the setting up of regional specialist committees to take care of this
type of development. As a general guide to action it may be stated that

whichever body locally has the most effectively democratic Btructure, ensbling
the small farmer to express his point of view, should be joined apd :
"supported. .
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7 (b) the_role and status of the various other radical groups envisaged as

¥ being part of the national liberation movement. The Movemént outside the three
I main urban centres seemed to think that too much weight had been p.laceg,:,on
. this question.yAt thisistage it is suffiéiént to state thit the issue fo
important in the main urban centres, that it does merit close analysis for
that very reason, and that while it is not a problem for the other regions, it
is necesmary:for:the:Movemént:asca Whole'to Khow' ladeapt in the urban
centres, ahd.invsomd smalletiprovinefal centrés ;
the national:lilleratioi-movemént:is tikely -to'b
is question-igi'th ; e

folloving seetiois. - -
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(c) the role of the Oramge Order in cemehting the Protestant working clais
to unionigm. This again requires more detgiled first-hand dge than. the
Commi sgion. h¥d »got . -Bxperience ‘of “thid bty 4 ‘only be d in the ‘cou
of contict:withProte radicdls; -this" 2 ;

of the NICRA work.' S i tted

(d) 'working class' and' 'working people': Jbroadly speaking, the formeét are
thoae who are .gligible for trade union membarship, :whilé-the latter includes

the self-employed,. farmers ‘and. working owned mamegers, but excludes:tHose who
.derive their memd income nyestments, ... ol wn o oo

It is necessary to srngg that the boundaries. between 'organised wofking class',
'self employed' and ‘working owner-managers' are fluid and there is considerable
i ideological overlap; many workers have got'get ridh :quiitk': ideas while some
small businessmen have been forced into thadt category during the hea _
unemployment periods of the past; such, often retain both wot ting clads outlook
and trade unior mgmbership in ‘Unions' “veal T, 8¢lfemployed and part~.
time workers,'s V% ¢ (¥ ' 7 e
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(e) The¥e was''a need fre|1t for &' :
ﬂtth—parctmiarrtfeﬁnu~ew’ Al et : ) e, -

Jamow

th'e: ”t"i"agie'

o teyolut

nions in the 26 Cointy Laboii 'Party structures
r: 0 ) o - . P .

can this be‘iiade into ree?’

£

of “thé’ NILP in the' Six. Couafics. ‘This hds assumed mpre ,
importance now thdt thet body has given support to the Bélfast NICRA committee.
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To summarise; we doinot”] 1 SRR, k00 TR
know how to-ofg@anise to'get them inthe coursé’of Ffutute work.

ihot“know' all the answers £o ail the dueations, but we do,




Thepe was ungn mous'agreeprn on theineed for a: nat10na1 11beratzon st
front’_ 3., 8QUe. uneaagvatythe: -use.of«therword:.
front.r howevex has ;no.posgihl ; i annenatnptedéﬁt;*-f
so that it can ba' ieft in": exlatence dur}
various bodies are called together, it is lxkely that a suitable name :
w111 emerge, " . 5 . G5

] There wasg
road, seeklng

ance w1th‘the Haboﬁrmﬂamty;uﬁde“
ap, rev&ptzp tae . peed.

te pxekenh.opportun;ut
smg',oth;--the. uam-.fo’r L

ivs

caq é?prt for a. rever&iqn tewthe
strategy of the fifties. There was a feellng that the national cultural
movement had a slgnxflcant ‘ral 1n the NLF structure. - .

2, i

quest1ons: the telat1unah1paoftthe SDciallst obJectlvea t0 he { _n
1mpetlallst struggle; and the. details 6f- the ‘§pecifidation ‘of var1ou5"”
orgahisations 1nc1ud1ng the 'radical groups' suitable for inclusion in.
the NLF. ' '

unease that raising tevolut1onary social demands pr1ot to the ach1evement
of national liberation may a11enate>support for‘the latter. For example,- Ve
natignaligation. c:]p_mamm-ha.va_r :be:! ; :
suppott’ and ‘not 'Hes o1l

other words,the "sel}ing" oi:aasxal‘revolut1dnary e’
done precisely, .with local allusions, without- jargon cat&h-phrades dr
lahela,,av01d1ng the left-sectarian, pltfalls Ldt hich. »
has'ifallen. The precise degree of sac;ag kevpgqti

to be adapted to the need to uliite all nat1anaifm nded” people ‘againgt’
xmperlallam concentrat;ng on demands for. nat;onamieatxon of_al;enquneg§
prope B . 4 Bs o b g e g

fhla point needs to be part1cuiar1y noted ih Dublin; wheti the danget
is that that in the geteral explosion of - advanced radic¢ql thinkihg, -

the Movement may become foo, advanged!' its, demanda, oatd,alienate its ... .-
rurdl basidi Thib po e ‘ "'{ﬁ”eigumbg;;qfd;”gions O

emefged

(b) The NLF

The 'NLF' which has emergedﬁfrbm*theée*dxséﬁsbibhs may be defined. -:
as a body with structure of its own, arising from a convention of
existing organigsed gzroups having common anti-imperialist.aims. Such.s-: gl Th
body might nave an -annual -confergnce; quaréeriy repreaentat:ve executive '
meetxngs, and an offzcer board, financed-by affiliation fees. 1Its :function,
in between executive meetings, wuld be to see that affiliated bodies.
were informed about each other’s activities, .and to generate activities
whereby the ind1v1dua1 membersh1p of the affiliated bodies could be
encouraged to cross-fertlllse rather than act ‘inisolation and .at
cross-purposes. . P n .

An NLF-type structure is not envisaged as arxs;ng fully—fledged on
a 32-county basis; rather it is expected to arise on a regiongl basis,
the Republican Mavement providing.the initial necessary element of 32-

county unity, and: guldlng the partial NLF bodies towards.an ultimate.
overall 32-county. unlty. . ™
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The NLF 1deal in pract:ca means gtoups with ﬁhich th Republicln
Movement' hds' alteady estab uhed a*local” a¥ra ’
fmal asmciatj.n i TR

e ol .mugt aam.lwzm.f
.suffzcient -
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These have a’i‘,& g
to add thatiin’ case ‘of bodiks Where fzhé tea of agi‘eemeut

limited (e.g, bauc civil nghts) r.helt,?ct 5

and’ concentrate on the: 11m1ted ObJéCtlv' us 3 L
of the broadryhis, ‘thomaksilthe muhan[du thwshmé, THEE" Ehe" attempt _“

by PD, undéj fluence, to make the ‘NICRA® into & &o al-'t:;evo

polxti.q]. kgdy~isygarrogrades Kaep. to: the midetate dé s £8 idk
there is widest agreement, If this is cohidedéd] ihave-t-é-néxt bife ‘¥éady”
that will- keep as mu¢h a8 posalble of the suppott.

iatmg

Wk,

an ‘he: collabotated ‘with “in broad groupinga
Accept' collaboration with those bodies which
d. .hqngat.l.y %0 -aceept the .dimeipline iof : the Joini T
4 of ;common. interest. ‘The failure of the PD to fulfil"
cond1t1on Has | given ‘rise to. d1ff1cu1t1es. Where aj mt. ccmm!.t:tee results !
in stalemate iand i‘tiactmn sbdle bﬁorﬂmxﬁ oL y ‘bé nece aty

this should be qhopﬂn gy : ﬁ‘supiib s
for action, ‘and move oint; conma.t.t:ee ﬁamatdr e umty Yather ‘than
to split the joint comm.tttee by 'getting rid &f ithe tivderates’s We want
to bring the moderate forward to a mo‘re radlcal poutien, not th get.
rid of them. : ; i B 2 i

Educatlonal WOl‘ d,;.rected at the people shou!l.d be :.n, the’ people’ i

langudge; st ldbels’ should not be allowed to con uqe

he people: em - mahm  ftherbasie: democtatit: demands
Earkicul : brapgle-about ‘as’a. result: of ‘the

work of. thi . complletely. and -fuLLy-féxp-_lg—;me

the pedplé; ; L5 R e e
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o 6/'SoﬁENDf“thoée'mOSt'strongly*{ﬁ favour 6f the éﬁ;féﬁfibn“poiiéy

(© POINTS ON T ACTICAL SEG

. The arguments on electoral policy drew forth,a wealth of usefyl. .
and-':ffi;iiﬁfu-]'sl‘diScllésiéns'-,';"vii'tﬁ‘oht appréciable ‘aérimony. The documents
had clearly been read and underztood. W Moyt -din . T

The following reflects -the relative weight Q
both sideg, =" . ., ¢ - . el :

. - T ook sy ,. L sHh L G o ....'»-‘ Ferin A",-.‘ S
I/ There' were basically different attitudes to. Westminster,.Stormont

and Leinster House, reflecting an increasing degtee of po pibility ¢ . -
‘for"independelitdction. Some » However,’ thought that adopting different
-nature of’tlie Movement, It was quite clear that in the 26 Counties, ’
people’ regarded Leins;g;j__ Houge ag- their:
use it. - . T

tactics in the Six and 26 .Counties would detract. £rom the -32=cotnty, - ..

]

- 2/ The importance of the time factor ifi'thé Movement as a whole had
to decide on a tactical Stepy. by, a ‘procedure sgch‘_,aa.h_as\;»beengadopt_ed 7
during: the'last six. months ."""'I'he"éne.ﬁg .of the leadership would be

diverted fram the continuous tasks of the
opportunities ‘to 8lip, If, on the other’hand, the Movement decides to

open the options and to trust its, leadership to ‘use them in & - .- .. -

principled manner the full energy of ‘the Movement can be devoted to x
building its membership and inf‘_lpence.__ L RS < 0

3/ The deVel'c;pment of ti.n Movement is essentially ;uneven: some. areas -
fulfil the conditions necessary for the.control of elected
representatives before others.

E L = i ! ’

.. -

taking seats”is’ thérefore not practicable, extept by lowering the
standards and opening the way to .loss of contfrol .of «deputies by the
Movement. Gk T R AR =l g e ‘ :

The old idea of going in one step to.an absolute majority before-.

4/ People in favour of Tetaining abstention conceded TRAE an TS Ee -

extraordinary change in people’s attitudes would be necessary hefore .. -

a:gdueeessful ‘élection ‘becaie a“possibitity,

5/ It came up rereatedly that those in ‘Favoir of abstentiod should

produce a credible programme. The c

o ling of ggitational work with .
building:& ! dial government' $ituatién Wag aas

Was seen as sich a road.

", Thereredibility of this argument is ‘undermined; Héwever, by the

repeated observation that in the absence _of_)inglep,eqc]‘eut,Repubzl_icgn Lot

political participation, the LiBdur Party and,” in the Six Counties,
liberal moderate elements,'bui.]:_gi thggxs,e}ve;_ up on the backs _ofv the . ..

- agitations, ' . -

agreed that there was now a need for the Movement to have.political |,
participation unfler some guisé. The point was made that Sinn Fé€in
should be retained as a traditionalist
another poifedcal ‘organisatton e formed to contest elections ile
appreciating the thinking tehind this idea, the Commission feeél that
it would in fact be deliberately creating the split mentality which
the Movement must endeavour to avoid,

7/ Methods of control of elected representatives took up some S
considerable time in all discussions. The dangere of allowing the
leadership to be dominated by the parliamentary group were appreciated.
Control 'by salary was found acceptable, but it was felt that there
should be a certain minimum salary retained by the representatives,
rather than have it restricted to the pre~election salary. The need
to choose candidates of tried revolutionary integrity was stressed.

8/ The 'danger of split if policy changes' argument did not receive
much attention. It emerged that there was such a.danger if the policy
did not change. ;

vy 80d. that: they- wanted: to.

B

\current situation, alleowing. - 1o«

ving of the Movementy and that - . ..
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D. POINTS QN' me—smucrmoe THE- MOVEMENT

There ",_as less opportunity rto diecués this sectidn, -ag'by the: time it

was_reached, most meetings had become tired.

However, it Was evident from ‘the points that were raised that there was.
little clarity on what was involved in the transfer of state: power held in

trust. for the Republic by ° the Army Council to the shadow democratic state as

be credibly cohstructed. The general feeling was. thct

4

sheuld remain with the Army Council for the’ foreseeable future.

soon as suc

the Repubit

The politics of this obviously needs - fUrther elucidation in the NLF context.
It was - felt that the existing progressive 1eadership of the Army could be

trustedtd.allow—the*development_ofarrunfomd» system of democratic control

within%imﬁin,*and thai'. the. gdvexﬁﬂiental powers éhould be. held in: reser've

so as to allow the NLF ‘ta. develop into.a body capabla of formiﬁg a credible
reyolutionary: »government in an appropriate situation. . ' "
*-Acase-was-made- for the examination of the role of the embg&-ante and the

nature--of : the comecti.on of the emigrant bodies with the movemehh_ In bried ©

this—can be- approached similarly to the developments in the home movement
envisaqed heres’ fm‘m united actlon groups ‘On specific issues with other .
emigrant bodies having simiiar ohjectives; fook for Support fm the Engllsh
working_class oh grounde .of Gommon i.ntereat.

The need: wae_streésed for- thie nabiohal executive to'have ¥he. Fight to

ratifrregioneLstaff appoi.ntments. There was some feeling fo‘r a; nem name_foi'

fromintegration. One propoeal involved the deveiopment of a new politica.‘[ FMove~

ment- back-boned by the Army, leaving Sinny, Feln with Llts exietinq eonstitution.
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