WHAT HAPPENED ON THE THELFTH?

INTRODUCT 10N

puring the Ulster General Strike, the Alliance Party, the SDLP,
Denis Larkin, President of the 1CTU, Andy Barr, his successor, The
Communist Party of Ireland, the people's Democracy (remember them?),
the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association, and many, many more,
denounced the strikers as being 'Fascists'. '

Now, its a very dangerous thing to denounce people as Fascists
simply because they organise themselves to Oppose a constitutional sys-
tem that is being proposed against the wishes of a clear majority of the
people. If all the - democrats’ and che +]iberals' ané the tsocialists’
call you a Fascist simply because you don't like being forced into &
close relationship with a countiy which denies your cight to exist in
its Constitution; and trains genetation after genetation of its most
spirited and energetic youth to wage tunofficial' wars against you: and
if the cnly people who seem tc see your point of view are the Right

Wing of the Conservative Party . Enoch Poweil and the Monday Club). and

the lunatic Fascist fringe (the National Front}: you might begin to
think that maybe you are & Fascist. You might even begin to behave like
one, and think that the only way you can assert your point of view is

to indulge in indidvidual assascinations, toss bombs into crowded pubs,
or (like the 'Ulster constitution party') call for the bombing of Dublin.

However, anyone who has any knowledge of the history of the
hat "Fascism' is @ flower that

Ulster Protestant community will know t i f
cannot survive for very long in that particular soil. Despite the efforts

of the so-called liberals and socialists to drive the Protestants into
Fascist types of pehaviour (and thus prove to their own satisfaction
that they have no right to exist as @ separate nation) the Strike has
shown once and for 21l that there 1s no need for that kind of behaviour:
that the community is sufficiently well organised. determined and
united to resist any attempts to push 1t around; ard that it can do
that without indulging in a bloodbath, or mindlessly submitting to @
Hitler-type ‘leader'. (The candidates for this role could hardly be
said to have 'led' anything cince the Strike begani and the mindless
assassinations and other lunatic fringe activities have declined
dramatically in the period inmediately following it).

jon isn‘t going to change overnight, especially
since, ever since the State of Nerthern Ireland came into existence,
there has been a continuous campaign waged BY anti-Partitionists of

all shapes and sizes to convince it that the Protestants are all just
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