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(;_HE 75th ANNIVERSARY of the 1916 Rising is
being marked in an Ireland which today is very
far from the vision of the women and men
who risked everything in the single most revo-
lutionary act in Irish history. There are some in
our country for whom the memory of 1916 is a
profound embarrassment, some for whom it is
an object of hostility and hate, many, many
more — the majority it can safely be said — for
whom it is an occasion of pride and celebra-
tion of their Irishness.

This year, the Fianna F&il/Progressive
Democrats government had hoped to sit out the
anniversary without the necessity of an embar-
rassing official commemoration. But they were
successfully challenged. It was put to them that
if they claimed inheritance from the Proclama-
tion and the leaders of 1916, they could not ig-
- nore this anniversary. In the end, responding to
pressure, they moved and hastily organised a
ceremony at the GPO for Easter Sunday.

The sole reason for this reversal was the suc-
cess of the plans of the broad movement of peo-
ple in the country which determined to mark the
75th anniversary fittingly and, most importantly,
to highlight its relevance to today. That move-
ment has gone from strength to strength, lifted
by the groundswell of national feeling in the 26
Counties which has been suppressed for more
than 20 years. It seems that the true relationship
between the people of Ireland to whom the sig-
natories of the Proclamation addressed them-
selves, and the government which sees that
Proclamation as a document to be mentioned
rarely and handled with care, will become very
clear; the quickly-thrown-together government
ceremony will contrast with the National 75th
Anniversary Committee’s festival throughout the
32 Counties, with its centre-piece in Dublin on

April 6th, and with the Republican Movement's
annual ceremonies all over lreland this weekend.

So much for the celebrations, but what of the
message of 1916 for today? First, let it not be for-
gotten that the Easter Rising was above all an
armed action, planned with hopes of success in
an effort to end the British political and military
occupation of Ireland. When those plans went
wrong courageous men and women, girls and
boys, set out regardless to take on the might of
the British Empire with few resources except
their own deep faith in the justice of their cause.

IRA SAME THEN AS NOW
In 1991, there are those who do not wish to
remember 1916 because they fear that the link

(OPINION )

Gall of 1916 —
challenge
of today

will be made between the Irish Republican Army
of today and its predecessors of Easter Week.
There are others who will pay lip-service to 1916
and claim that the IRA of today is fundamentally
different and not fighting in the same cause.

Both are wrong. The Irish Republican Army
which came into being in the bullet-swept
streets of Dublin in 1916, is the same IRA, fight-
ing in the same cause, as that which confronts
British rule in arms today.

So we honour equally and remember with no
lesser pride those who died in every phase of the
struggle for freedom this century and before, as
we do the heroes of 1916. The surest sign that
their ideals have not been lost and will be at-
tained is the fact that young Irish men and wom-
en are still prepared to risk everything to achieve
them. This Easter we salute them all, in particu-
lar those who died in this last phase of the fight
for freedom.

The 1916 Rising transformed Irish politics; the
Proclamation of the Republic set out the demand
for full Irish independence and national self-determi-
nation; it called for a society based on the equality
of all citizens and the just distribution of the na-
tion’s resources; it was endorsed by the Irish people
in the last all-lreland parliamentary election when
the Irish Party was swept aside by Sinn Féin, Dail
Eireann was established and an unprecedented

phase of resistance to British rule began.

The central fact of Irish politics today is that
we are still living with the British response to
1916 and the national struggle it sparked. The
bombardment of Dublin in Easter Week, the exe-
cutions of the leaders, the suppression of Dail
Eireann, the 1920 Government of Ireland Act, the
Treaty of 1921 and all the British violence that ac-
companied them had as their object the defeat of
the struggle for full Irish independence. The re-
sult was partition and the creation of two parti-
tionist states. That enforced British settlement is
effectively still the basis on which Ireland is gov-
erned in 1991,

For this reason the call of 1916 is a challenge
for today — a challenge to the British govern-
ment which still imposes partition, and to all
Irish people who seek peace with justice.

It challenges the British government to re-
nounce its illegitimate claim to govern part of
Ireland. It challenges Irish nationalists to work
to oppose any arrangement based on parti-
tion; any such arrangement is doomed to fail-
ure.

PROVEN RIGHT

In decades of opposition to partition and up-
holding the ideals of the Proclamation, republi-
cans have sacrificed much. They have also
been proven right. Justice, equality and peace
are not and never were possible in a parti-
tioned Ireland. That is as true today as when
partition was first imposed; the record of
poverty, violence, unemployment, sectarian-
ism, discrimination, unemployment, emigra-
tion — symptoms of political, social, economic
and cultural failure in both states, proves the
point.

The struggle to end these injustices and create
a truly free Ireland has inspired people in every
generation since 1916. It is time to renew that in-
spiration, to involve more and more people in the
struggle for freedom, to confront the British gov-
ernment with a strengthened Republican Move-
ment, to step up the electoral challenge posed by
Sinn Féin, to widen activities on all fronts, to
work with all progressive forces that share the
goal of Irish unity and British disengagement.

In one of his last messages during Easter
Week, James Connolly paid tribute to all his
comrades when he said: “Never had man or
woman a grander cause, never was a cause more
grandly served.” We repeat that message today
and are confident that the cause of Connolly and
Pearse and of all who have followed them will
triumph in the ‘90s.

Attacks in Tyrone, Fermanagh,

Armagh and Belfast

THE IRA’s Tyrone Brigade has said that Volunteers at-
tached to its command carried out the ambush at the vil-
lage of Trillick, in which a British soldier was injured.

The ambush occurred on Sunday
evening, March 24th, as the soldier, a
member of the UDR, was driving a
lorry near his home. Two Volunteers
armed with assault rifles had set up
an ambush position and opened fire
on the vehicle as it entered the target
area. The soldier, although seriously
injured, was able to speed from the
scine.

In a supplied statement the IRA
said that the soldier, whom they
named, “was not only a serving
member of the UDR but was en-
gaged in delivering petrol to crown
forces bases throughout Tyrone and
Fermanagh”. The IRA also said that
the man killed was also the youngest
member of a four-man gang who
murdered Omagh Councillor Patsy
Kelly in 1974."

In the same statement the IRA
said that Volunteers armed with G3
assault rifles, and backed up by oth-

er armed Volunteers, had ambushed
a joint UDR/RUC patrol which was
stopping cars at Lurgylea Crossroads
near Galbally on Monday, March
25th. The IRA said that two UDR sol-
diers were injured in the attack and
refuted RUC claims that civilians
were placed at risk during the opera-
tion.

RUC WORKER INJURED

An RUC employee engaged in
clerical work at the force's Strand
Road headquarters, Derry, sustained
serious gun injuries on Thursday,
March 21st, when she drove from
the city’s main RUC base and right
into a carefully planned IRA ambush.,

The active service unit involved
in the operation had moved into po-
sition in the Strand Bar, near to the
RUC barracks, shortly before
teatime, and had waited for the
clerk's black sports car which had

been pinpointed by IRA intelligence.
As the car drew up at traffic lights
adjacent to the bar, Volunteers using
AKM assault rifles opened fire on the
vehicle.

BRITS ATTACKED
IN FERMANAGH

Volunteers of the Fermanagh
Brigade have twice engaged British
troops involved in the permanent
closure of the fortified border cross-
ing at Derryvallin Road.

The first of the attacks mounted
by the IRA came on Friday, March
22nd, when a lone Violunteer using a
high powered rifle fired ten shots at
British soldiers who were disman-
tling part of the border checkpoint.
There were no confirmed injuries in
the shooting which occurred at
7.40pm.

Two days later, British soldiers
who had erected a temporary dug-
out to guard troops engaged in the
demclition work, came under sus-
tained attack from an IRA active

service unit using heavy calibre ma-
chine-guns and automatic assault
rifles. Over 200 shots were fired at
the soldiers position. Again there
were no confirmed reports of in-
juries.

CULLYHANNA SHOOTING

British soldiers patrolling the bor-
der again came under fire within
hours of the Fermanagh attack on
Sunday, March 24th. On this occa-
sion the soldiers were part of a mas-
sive patrol which had entered the
Cullyhanna area of South Armagh.

Volunteers had taken up posi-
tions covering a regularly used pa-
tral path and when troops entered
the area they engaged them with au-
tomatic rifle and machine-gun fire
for ten minutes. There were no re-
ports of any injuries but, on this oc-
casion, the British soldiers returned
fire.

BELFAST ATTACKS

Crown forces were once again
kept at full stretch over the past sev-
en days when Volunteers of the [RA's
Belfast Brigade employed the tactic
of placing blast incendiary devices
backed up by a series of elaborate
hoaxes in commercial premises, at

crown forces installations and at ma-
jor road junctions, in both Belfast it-
self and in Bangor.

The wave of alerts sparked by the
IRA actions came on Thursday and
Friday, March 21st and 22nd.

On Thursday 20 shots were fired
at the British army base in North
Howard Street. There were no in-
juries. On the same day, Locksley En-
gineering Works of Belfast issued a
statement saying that they would
immediately cease all work for the
crown forces. The statement came
less than 24 hours after the IRA am-
bushed and shot an employee of the
Lisburn Road firm.

The Belfast Brigade also said that
its Volunteers placed two explosive
devices which only partially explod-
ed. The devices were left at Henry
Taggart Barracks in West Belfast on
Friday, March 22nd and at Antrim
Road in North Belfast on Monday,
March 25th.
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INTER-PARTY talks will take place.
Seventy years after the setting up
of the ‘Northern Ireland’ state, the
major achievement and the politi-
cal breakthrough was for a British
minister to get four political parties
to agree to talk, and it took him 15

months to do it.

These talks represent half of Peter Brooke's
two-pronged agenda: to bring unionists and
the SDLP into some — into any — kind of polit-
ical process, and to get the IRA to agree to a
ceasefire. Brooke's means, a mixture of diplo-
matic and media pressure, failed on the latter.
But the atmosphere he created around his
‘talks about talks initiative’ succeeded in forc-
ing the parties to agree to take part on the ba-
sis of the formula, the "ultimatum” as some
described it, which he proposed two weeks
ago.

The two main areas of disagreement be-
tween the political parties over the last 15
months regarding the basis for accepting the
invitation to talk together were:

@ The timing of the Dublin government’s en-
try into the talks process: not before “substan-
tial progress” on the internal Six-County ar-
rangement had been made, the unionists
demanded; within weeks of the talks starting,
said Dublin. However, by December, bath sides
had agreed more or less to let Peter Brooke de-
cide when this should happen;

@ The status of Northern political parties in
the talks with Dublin: a ‘United Kingdom dele-
gation’ led by Peter Brooke, said the unionists;
unionists, SOLP and Dublin as free-standing
parties, said the SDLP. Brooke's formula re-
mains suitably ambiguous on this point, stat-
ing that unionists would be “formally” linked
to the British minister.

CORE QUESTION REMAINS

These two points have formed obstacles to
inter-party talks starting since July, and while
they seemed like minor procedural issues, in
fact they touched the core question — the sta-
tus of the Six Counties in relation to Britain,
and whether or not Dublin has any right over
it, what the SDLP likes to call the “Irish dimen-
sion”. And while Brooke's present formula, ea-
gerly accepted by the Dublin government with-
in hours of being issued on March 14th, and
accepted with a lot more reticence by Northern
political parties at the beginning of this week,
seems to find a way round all this, the ‘core
question’ remains, and will loom large over the
talks when they start after Easter.

The talks, Peter Brooke announced, were to
include three strands, the first between North-
ern parties, the second between those parties
and Dublin, and the third between the London
and Dublin governments, These were the ‘three
sets of relationships’ as Dublin premier Charles
Haughey or SOLP leader John Hume would call
it, or the "relationships within these British is-
lands", as OUP leader James Molyneaux
undiplomatically put it last weekend.

BRITISH
ULTIMATUM
WHIPS
PARTIES
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® Northern nationalists — ﬂaout tu endure v-t another ime-wasting

The parties involved have been consistently
and wrongly referred to as the “four main par-
ties”. The fact is that the fourth main party in
the North, Sinn Féin, is excluded from the
talks: it has excluded itself by its espousal of vi-
olence, argues the British government which
not only espouses the use of military force but
maintains in the Six Counties an armed force
of approximately 30,000 members, RUC and
British army, just to back up its "argument’.
Meanwhile, the Alliance Party, the moderate
unionists the British government can count on
in all its initiatives, has been promoted to the
rank of “fourth” main party. They poll between
6% and 10% of the vote in the North in com-
parison to Sinn Féin's 11% to 13% (35% of the
nationalist vote),

exercise (clockwise) Brooke, Hume, Paisley and Molyneaux

The question is now, u it was a nmnﬂugu,
and a year ago: what will they talk about? More
to the point what will they agree about? Union-
ists have made it clear that power-sharing is
out, that the Hillsborough Agreement must go,
and that the South's constitution which con-
tains a territorial claim over the North must be
amended. The SDLP will have a real problem
selling this to their own voters, never mind to
the tens of thousands of disenfranchised re-
publican voters.

As for the context of the talks, it could not be
worse: the Six Counties, this ‘failed political en-
tity’, has killed every British political initiative
since 1972, Sunningdale, the power-sharing Ex-
ecutive, the Constitutional Convention, Atkins'
conference, the Northern Ireland Assembly of

1982... Unionists would not share power with
nationalists; or they refused to consider a role
for the Dublin government; or nationalists re-
fused to take part because of either of those rea-
sons; or unionists refused to take part because
power-sharing or a role for Dublin were on the
table. Every time, the British government had
set the agenda. Every time, it failed.

The Hillsborough Treaty can be included in
this list of failures, both because it failed to de-
liver the reforms which we were promised
would flow from it, and because its replace-
ment by some other agreement is now clearly
envisaged by the British government. This
must satisfy the unionists.

IMPENDING FAILURE

Given the high likelihood of impending fail-
ure, at least as far as producing a durable ad-
ministration for the North is concerned, why is
it that political parties agreed to be associated
with yet another doomed British initiative? It is
to their political advantage to do so in the short
term.

First of all each party was scared to be
blamed for the talks process ending. Peter
Brooke had successfully engineered an atmo-
sphere in which the parties would feel obliged
to stay in.

Then there is the unionist objective of de-
stroying the Hillsborough Agreement. While
talks take place, the Maryfield Secretariat will
not be functioning and the intergovernmental
conference will not meet. An alternative agree-
ment will be discussed. Unionists are pleased:
they have managed to reduce the status of the
Hillsborough Treaty from what was lauded as
the historical breakthrough of the century to
that of a transient document about to become
dead letter.

The SDLP has a different agenda. For them,
as indeed for many of the Catholic middle
class, the era of Hillsborough was a good one.
Economically better off than many of their
counterparts in the South and in Britain, they
also enjoyed some political weight through ac-
cess to the Dublin government and the inter-
governmental conference. The SDLP are defen-
sive about the Hillsborough Treaty, which
aimed in particular to bolster them in the face
of electoral pressure from Sinn Féin. But in the
short term they will probably gain from being
involved in the talks, since their political rivals,
Sinn Féin, are excluded from them.

As for the Dublin government, it has si-
lenced its opposition in Leinster House which,
up to two weeks ago, was accusing it of blun-
dering, of hindering political progress and of
failing to stand by the Agreement. By accept-
ing Brooke's talks formula so fast, Haughey can
boast to have wrongfooted Molyneaux, and
privately and cynically make the assessment
that at least the failure of this initiative will not
have his name written all over it.

Northern nationalists are about to endure
yet another time-wasting exercise, the object
of which will be to prove for the umpteenth
time that the Six-County state is not a viable
political entity.

ON THIS, the 75th anniversary
of the 1916 Rising, many people
are questioning how far the Ire-
land of today measures up to

De you think they behave
ir this fashion because I'-hey
mMmimm

the ideals of the Prmlamatinn
of the Republic. For the thou-
sands who will be participating
in commemorations this year,
that Proclamation is not a ro-
mantic relic nor an irrelevant
historical document.

It advocates a notion of
freedom that is all-embracing
— political, social, economic
and cultural. Sinn Féin is the
only party on this island fully
committed in policy and in
practice to implementing the
ideals of the Proclamation.

That means no British solu-
tion to the conflict in our
country, it means a united 32-
County Ireland, it means “the
ownership of Ireland for the
people of Ireland”.

If you wish to know more
about Sinn Féin's policies and
its work, or if you want to
help that work, either directly
if you live in Ireland, or
through solidarity activity if
you live abroad, then fill in
this form. Send to Sinn Féin,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. I
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CARLOS RIGBY, a poet and a former prisoner of the So-
moza régime, was in Ireland this week as a guest of the
Irish Nicaragua Support Group. He is from the Atlantic
coast of Nicaragua, where English is spoken and the cul-
ture is mainly Caribbean. During his short trip to Ireland,
he paid tribute to the struggle for Irish freedom.

As a member of GRADAS, the he was imprisoned for protesting

radical organisation of artists and against the dictatorship. During the
writers which supported the FSLN, mid-"70s, the practice of ‘disappear-

Twinbrook residents|!

‘ ® CARLOS RIGBY

ing’ people — simply abducting
protestors and killing them in secret
— was common throughout Latin
America. “Somoza was the champi-
on of that,” says Rigby, who was
‘lucky’ enough to have merely been
tortured.

“We relied on international atten-
tion to isolate the government over
its atrocities,” he says. “Finally the

FSLN toppled the Somoza régime
with a big uprising in 1978-79." Af-
ter the revolution, he worked on his
native Caribbean coast in the town
of Bluefields as a socio-cultural advi-
sor to the new government. His ob-
ject was to see to it “that the gains of
the revolution were being imple-
mented” in that area.

Over the centuries in Nicaraguan
society, big cultural and political
gaps developed between the Span-
ish-speaking people of the West (Pa-
cific) Coast, who form most of the
population, and those of the East —
differences which were exacerbated
by Somoza's dictatorship in a divide-
and-rule manner. The FSLN was pre-
dominently Spanish-speaking and it
had problems relating to the English-
speaking Crecles of the north-east
and the native Indians of the south-
east.

MISTAKES

Despite the efforts of those such
as Carlos Rigby, considerable mis-
takes were made. “There were a lot
of errors committed,” he says while
emphasising that “the FSLN brought
round a change in Nicaragua and it
became the hope for the rest of Latin
America. We showed that it was pos-
sible to get rid of a dictator when
you get together and you fight.”

Attempts to get the people of the
region to harvest crops twice yearly
(which is quite possible in that cli-
mate) instead of just once, foundered
due to the lack of consultation. Grain
provided by the government for sow-
ing was sold off instead, to the in-
tense anger of Managua. The mistake
made by people in the capital consist-

ed of not knowing that local people
depended on agriculture for only half
the year and that their diet was sup-
plemented by fishing. Growing a sec-
ond crop would have made that im-
possible.

“For the first time we had the op-
portunity to become active, reading
our own language, understanding
the real history of Nicaragua.” The
FSLN government enabled these de-
velopments to occur through its
measures which gave autonomy to
the region, “which is little over half
the size of Nicaragua, usually called
the Atlantic Coast, it is really the
Caribbean Coast”.

GROWING OPPOSITION

Two autonomous regions were
created and they were to be adminis-
tered by elected assemblies. One
was 1o be based in Bluefields for the
predominantly Creole regions and
the other in Puerto Cabezas, cover-
ing the lands of the Miskito, Sumo,
Rama and Garricona Indians. The
present government of right-wing Vi-
oleta Chamorro has let these assem-
blies fall into disuse and has handed
over total control to two Contra lead-
ers. There is considerable and grow-
ing opposition to this move.

Rigby was also emphatic about
the links between Ireland and his
country. “We are really clear and
keen about the 1916 Rising. When |
came to this country, | saw a lot of
people who were looking forward to
celebrating it and we, as a people
who have lived under a similar situa-
tion before the triumph of the San-
dinista revolution, we know all about
that.”

combat joyndmg

menace

ANGER was channelled into action
in Belfast's Twinbrook estate last
week, as the community respond-
ed to the untimely death of a
young mother, killed when the car
she was travelling in was in colli-

sion with a car stolen by joyriders.
Accompanied by bereaved relatives of the
victim, over 300 local people gathered in Twin-
brook on the evening of Thursday, March 21st,
to march around the estate as an expression of
sympathy with the family of Maureen Dornan
and to publicly show those involved in joyrid-
ing that the community would not be intimi-
dated.

A packed public meeting on Monday,
March 25th, a week to the day of the fatal inci-
dent, provided a clear indication not only of
the anger but also the collective resclve of the
Twinbrook community to tackle the menace of
joyriding. In a two-hour-long, heated and at
times emational debate, local people, commu-
nity groups and councillors discussed the
problem with representatives from a number
of statutory bodies, including the local Educa-
tion and Library Board, Housing Executive,
Probation Service, a number of youth groups,
Twinbrook Youth Ways and the local Lynx Pro-
ject, which works with young offenders.

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Sinn Fein Councillor Pat Rice said that the
party had made 79 housecalls since Christmas
dealing with joyriding and that in that period
alone there had been one serious incident per
week involving stolen cars. Responding to a
question about recreational facilities, Twin-
brook Sinn Fein Councillor Michael Ferguson
said:

“All young people in the area are at risk in
one form or another from dangerous and
deadly pastimes in the absence of any real fa-
cilities to cater for them. Unionist-controlled
Lisburn Berough Council has an appalling
record on the provision for youth in these two
nationalist areas. At the end of the day, the
only people who can resolve this has to be the

community themselves, but that's no reason to
let statutory bodies who have some responsi-
bility, off the hook. The Education and Library
Board, the Social Services, Lisburn Borough
Council and the Church all have a responsibili-
ty to this community and this community
should push them into meeting that responsi-
bility.”

Amongst often emotional contributions
from the floor, residents described the risk im-
posed by high-speed joyriding on their fami-
lies, particularly their children who have
nowhere else to play but in the street A wom-
an employed to help school children cross one
of Twinbrook's busy roads said that joyriders
were putting children walking home from
school at risk everyday.

“It's nothing short of a miracle that more
deaths and injuries haven't occurred. Even in
the early afternoon when children are return-
ing home from school, stolen cars are flying
around these streets. Children have already
been injured by joyriders, sooner or later some
of these children will be killed.”

A number of parents whose children had at
one time been involved in joyriding were also
present. One father whose son had been killed
as a result of his joyriding activities, backed a
call for the exclusion of the joyriding "hard-
core’ from the estate and said that if firm ac-
tion had been taken and his son had been put
out of the country he might still be alive today.

Before adjourning, @ number of people pre-
sent at the meeting came forward to form a
co-ordinating committee, which was estab-
lished to consider the problems raised and
suggestions made by the meeting with a view
to further action.

ONE OF THE great pre-
tences of modern Irish
broadcasting is that
Gay Byrne is a serious
social commentator, an
outspoken critic of
sorts, a veritable thorn
in the side of the estab-
lishment, if you will.
Thus, by implication, Mr
Byrne is placed in the same cate-
gory as the likes of John Pilger or
Robert Fisk — someone for
whom speaking the truth holds
no fear. That is utler nonsense.
Byme is a lightweight entertain-
er, l:hulh:lhf a qnod one, but a

ing to personal freedom — con-
doms, women priesls, laxation
elc — he will fly the liberal flag.
They are important issues, but
nothing likely to bring a govern-
ment lumbling down.

When, for example, as one
critic pointed out years ago, do
you ever hear him hold forth on
an issue as fundamental as the
unequal distribution of wealth in
this country. By never raising
such issues he uses his position,
not to queslion, but to re-affirm
the fundamental values of the
southem Irish establishment.

DILEMMA

Thus, on the odd occasion
that serious lopics come up for
discussion on the Late Late
Show, Mr Byrne is in something
of a dilemmma. If he were to treat
the subjects seriously, ask the
necessary questions, his own
glaring lack of depth and essen-
tial conservatism would shine
through. So, he just trivialises the
whole thing

The examples are legion. A
few years ago Tony Benn ap-
peared on the show. His own at-

BY DARA McNEILL

templs at reasoned discussion
were ignored and Benn ended up
looking exactly as the British gut-
ter press portray him; an off-the-
wall maverick. By implication, the
causes he espoused (particularly
British withdrawal) were similarly
demeaned.

Mext came Nicky Kelly. Mr
Kelly told the story of his wrong-
ful imprisonment convincingly
and, for a moment, the whole
show was in danger of becoming
serious. So Byme asked him his
plans for the future. Kelly shook
his head. Quick as a flash, Byme
quips “well, | doubt if you'll be
looking for a job with CIE”. An-
other, cheap damage-limitation
exercise completed.

Then it was the tum of Gerry
Conlon and Paul Hill: They, how-
ever, proved more formidable
and no trivial remarks on Byme's
part could dent the seriousness
of their story. The result? Mr
Byrne became visibly flustered,
dropped his notes on the floor
and forgot Paddy Armstrong's
name. When told that the two
had been ‘locked after’ in prison
(by republican prisoners) Bryne's
incomprehension led him to in-
quire whether the two had been
subjected to a republican “pro-
tection racket”!1]

NO RESPITE

It is for moments such as
these that we reviewers live,

Last Friday night it was the
turn of Richard Mcllkenny, Gerry
Hunter and Paddy Hill. When
things got a little heavy Byme
wandered over towards Chris
Mullin in the audience. Even
here, however, there was no
respite. Mr Mullin informed him
that the British judicial system
was “working very hard in leam
ing no lesson™ from the case. To
which an incredulous Byrne
replied, “‘Not many of them,

F| gql

surely”. Obviously the name
Dessie Ellis means nothing lo
him.

COMEUPPENCE

And when Paddy Hill con-
demned extradition in very force-
ful terms, stating clearly that it
should not continue, Byme was
aghasl. “Even now?”, he asked. It
was an answer worthy of Lord
Lane,

At another stage, Mr Byrne
suggested to Paddy Hill that per-
haps, he was a little forceful in
his condemnations of British jus-
tice since his release. This time
he got his comeuppance. “The
truth”, said Paddy Hill, “is always
forceful.”

However, determined lo
show just who was Boss, Mr
Byme went on later to denounce
the IRA as the real culprits. It
wasn't a question, it was as bold
a political statement as you are
likely to hear. Neither of the three
were considered worthy enough
to be asked their opinion. f Gay
Byme wants o appear as a guest
on his own show, that's fine. But
you don't invite people onto a
show in order to use them as a
backdrop whilst you hog the plat-
form. Well, real broadcasters
don't anyway.

® Gay Byrne — a
broadcaster

'real’
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EASTER SATURD  acon Eglih
COUNTY ARMAGH 12 aoon Coslisiend
630pm Chapel Cr P 2 oon Adboe

S {5 soda Lisphasidoicy
COUNTY TYRONE R
Assemble 3pm M:Etl]r 's Shop ]_I'SFSEBMM
Bﬂh‘bﬁh‘nlﬂ VEMLUE . P
March 1o Strabane Republican Plot wmlll;m“mm ies
Strabane 12.15pm Trillick
Assemble Spm COUNTY WATERFORD
Cranagh Assemble after 11am Mass
Porlaw
EASTER SUNDAY 3pm The Glen
ale Ly
COUNTY ANTRIM
Wreath-laying ceremaony COUNTY WEXFORD
mm Gerard Casey Assemble 11am Foley's Garage
s Cemetery the
Rasharkin March ID{& M?rl;'t:'Cnmy
11.45am Vol Peter Rodden Enniscorthy
Drummnagamer, Kilrea
12.30pm 51 Joseph's Cemetery COUNTY WICKLOW
Dunloy — Assemble 11.30am
1pm Cargin (Toome) Old Connaught Comer (PMPA)
March 1o Republican Plot
COUNTY ARMAGH E ﬁ' @ '&ﬁ Little Bray Cemetery
comuen, | [F0800F Commemorations| “EE
Killany ALL NATIONALIST cultural and sporting groups, and trade unions are invited to take
R e m’ part in Easter commemoration ceremonies which are organised by local commemora-|| EASTER MONDAY
 r—— tion committees but no banners are to be carried on the parades. COUNTY ARMAGH
10.30am The Square People who wish to take photographs of the parades and ceremonies must first | Assemble afier 10am Mass
. Combagh2 obtain permission from the organisers. For further information, please contact the Re- B S
Chiainaiaiiiton Sl 1190 Aisss publican Press Centre, 51/55 Falls Road, Belfast (phone 230261); or 44 Parnell Square, Belleck
Killeen Dublin (phone 726932). 11am Wreath-laying ceremony
11.30am march 1o 51 Patrick s Sean McElvenna's memorial
Crommagien 11.45am Lavey COUNTY LIMERICK Rafecragh, Rockcorry (Trinity) oo
B S oduigens 12.15pm Bellaghy e h s * lcshanmy AU oy .
dpm sescmble Ferle cvossvonds 12.15pm Maghena March 1o Mount St Laurence’s Cemetery (The family and friends of the lse O
Ballymacnab 12.15pm St Patrick's Chapel, Dungiven Limerick Ci Vol Seamus McElwain will hold the Assemble McEnemey's filling station
2pm McVerry GAA Toumament 3.30pm Con Colben Memorial Hall annual commemoration at Urbleshanmy Monaghan Road
MMM DERRY CITY gy -#:Emgmﬂhdnﬁ] Belfast
Cullyhanna Asscmble 2.30pm Bogside Inn 3 Clones commemoration 1.00pm Carlisle Road
2. 30pm Francis Street March 1o City Cemetery COUNTY LEITRIM Assemble Car park off 10 local monument
Lurgan Dl Sty onhasbusatii Rosles Road at 12.30pm
COUNTY DONEGAL 11.30am Bomacools Church March 10 grave of COUNTY CORK
BELFAST 3pm Drumboe Volunteer Alo Hand Assemble 2pm
1pm Beechmount Assemble Johnsion's Comer COUNTY LOUTH March hnw
March to Milltown Cemetery . 3:- ;:mh leaves s;t:: CﬂlmFFﬂL?
COUNTY l.w, . UNTY DERR
COUNTY CAVAN 10.30am assemble Francis St S mnﬁ IIMII Careen ngq“ The EMY
Assemble 2.30pm Milkown Village : Nmm . COUNTY SLIGO Swatnagh
March 1o Drumlane Cemetery -30pm assemble A+ Road COUNTY MEATH 2.30pm Lady Erin M co DUBLIN
COUNTY CORK Castlewellan P 3 gt ”"‘“ﬁ‘:am”m Pt 2.30pm Baker's Comer
Assemble 2pm National Monument Sligo March 1o Deansgrange Cemetery
Grnd Parse DUBLIN COUNTY MONAGHAN S
& Assemble 2pm GPO Main county commemoration COUNTY TIPPERARY COUNTY KERRY
3pm Tldhsﬂmh:i:rﬂmmﬂl mgw Plot liupu:;ﬂ Hanlon Memaorial Assemble 11.30sm l’ur!Wrwhahm 3pm wﬂﬂhl.[.yh‘ ceremony al
Monaghan Te R :
CG!JNTY DERRY COUNTY KERRY Local munmmuq:l“ll take place AMWB ba Sq Bl
2.30pm main county commemoration 12 noon the square in following church yards after e COUNTY MEATH
Loup : march to Republican Plot masses on Easter Sunday and Tmplmmf Assemble 11.30am
wmlig‘mlmlhn = 3 A St b {dﬂ:kmli:;uwﬂ.:rhd:ud ) George Plant commemoration 10.30am Bus leaves 44 Pamell 5q
3 Iw o LY
10.45am Desertmantin March Tllquuim Plot Annyalla, Carrickroe, Castleblayney Jpm sum cometery Ashboume
10.45am Newbridge Tralee Clara, Clontibret, Corcaghan COUNTY OFFALY
--------------- COUNTY TYRONE b g s,

q Main county commemoration Kilclonfen

It 3pm Carnickmore

:%‘: lmtlpmmmuﬂmtims Tpm 'o.hID:II:mw Kane

@ April 2nd— Oficial Opening 5.30pm. rsh Labour it S ope Muchlagh

5| History Museum, Beggars Bush, Dublin 4. 10.15am Broughderg RN e

(5 EXHIBITION OF WATERCOLOURS BY CONSTANCE 1030mn Almoce o - mertn oy

| .45am Moy

9] MARKIEVICZ. - N 10.45am Edendork Clara

] This event supported by Dublin 1991 European City 10.45am Galbally

S of Culture. : 11am Dunmoyle TUESDAY

5 11.15am Tullysaran

5 o PARADE AND SPECTACULAR PAGEANT 11.45am Brockagh Belfast

) DA'R::EM? squ: o The Parade commences at 3pm from Parnell Square “:";-m memr l-mp-n;krheﬂ Street

d - I L A5am ress rdoyne

= . - and will include Pipe bands, Brass bands, banners, {

E 'Th_al irtl{ cles Two and Three of the Constitution-be Trade Union banners, (no party-political banners), S —

@ retained. COULD ALL commemoration committees, in conjunction

street entertainers, musicians, community groups. All

, . welcom. | with the Republican Movement locally, please send pho-
April #Iﬂi— The Mansion House — 7.30pm. tos and reports of the ceremonies to AP/RN at: 58 Parnell
Symposium — “Women in Irish History.” CEILI MOR Square, Dublin 1, phone 733611 (for 26-County reports);

Diana Norman plus prominent individuals and histori-
ans.

Céili Mor — Mansion House — 9pm till late (full bar). 2A Monagh Crescent, Belfast, phone 624421 or 622112
(for Six-County reports). Please ensure that they arrive at
AP/RN no later than 12 noon, Tuesday April 2nd.

AP/RN has only a limited number of journalists/pho-
tographers available to cover events so it is essential that
local PROs ensure that we get reports. Please send film,
preferably black and white ASA 400 35mm (undeveloped
if necessary) by train to make sure it reaches us in time.
P T L L L Y T T e T T AT Y S AT A R

Details of local events throughout the 32 counties,
and other events in Dublin, are available in the Com-
mittee's Calendar of Events, which is now widely
available. It can be obtained by writing to the Com-
mittee at 16 North Great George's Street, Dublin 1.

April 6th — PARNELL SQUARE, DUBLIN, 1pm.
LIVE CONCERT

Live All-Star Concert — 1 pm
clans, Singers, Dancers.

Leading Irish Musi-
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— DAN GLEESON

PREVIOUS TO 1916, of course, the British army were in
occupation of the country with barracks in all of the big
towns. At this time a great debate about Home Rule was
going on. | remember this baker from Cloughjordan, he
used to go round the houses delivering bread with a pony
and trap. He would bring the Cork Examiner to my father
every weekend . Well this day he came into my father and
the Examiner had a big splash and a photo and it said that

Home Rule was on the statute book.

Of course Carson then came on
the scene and formed the first
paramilitaries as they call them to-
day — the Ulster Volunteers, and
they weren't going to be long putting
a stop to Home Rule. 5o what the
politicians did was that they set up
this convention, something similar
to the forum they conducted a few
years ago. It was 1o come up with a
solution to the problems which
would be caused by the granting of
Home Rule. They wanted something
to accomodate the loyalists.

But in the meantime, the National
Volunteers were formed in Dublin
and they spread around the country,
so we had a great time organising.
Every parish was organised under
local committees. There was a com-
pany here in Ballymackey, one in
Toomevara and so on. Nearly every
Sunday there'd be a parade and
there was great excitemnent in watch-
ing and following them. Then they
decided to have this massive parade
in Nenagh for the whole country.
The rally was addressed by a man
called Esmond, he was the sitting
MP for North Tipperary and a mem-
ber of the Irish Party.

Then the First World War came
along and people were encouraged
to support the war. The propaganda,
aimed at getting people to support
the war, worked very well, | remem-
ber going to the creamery in
Toomevara. They had this huge big
poster with a man, Michael O'Leary
on it, who was after being awarded
the Victoria Cross. There was three
noted characters back in history
called Kelly, Burke and O'Shea. Kelly,
. Burke and O'Shea were very good

men in their day but nothing to
Michael O'Leary is what the poster
said. And then they had stories
about the Germans raping convents
and all this about "Catholic Belgium'.

So this was the kind of atmo-
sphere before 1916, There was only
an odd few people here and there

who knew anything about the goings
on in the Republican Brotherhood.

Griffith had a paper called Na-
tionality and there was this local
man, John Hickey, a very intelligent
man, who used to buy it. He'd often
read it to a crowd at night. He'd talk
about the paper and Griffith and
Sinn Féin. | remember being really
impressed by him. He had what to
me was a real separitist tradition. He
was saying things that were new and
revolutionary.

Redmond decided that the ques-
tion of Home Rule would have to be
postponed until after the war was
over and that the Volunteers should
go and join the British army. | think
30,000 of them died in that war.

INSURRECTION

When the insurrection broke out
there was a complete black-out upon
news and it was a good while before
people got to know anything about
it. | was 14 years of age at this time.
For a good while people around here
were very silent about it You had a
pro-British element you know,
whose sons had gone out to the war.

Many of them were the better-off
people, who had big farms and that.
But not all the big farmers were like
that.

Following the Rising, there was a
great feeling among the younger
generation. One organisation espe-
cially that played a great part in rais-
ing this feeling as far as Tipperary
was concerned, was the GAA. It was
a very national-minded organisation
at that time. The Volunteer organisa-
tion spread very rapidly.

JOINING THE
VOLUNTEERS

Up near the church there, there is
an old house. We all used to meet up
there in the evening after a game of
hurling. It was in the Autumn of
1917, sometime around my 15th
birthday. There was three men,
Wedger Maher, a man named Harty
and a younger man not much older
than myself named Jim Devenny.

We all went into this old house,
There was six of us, brothers and
others, who had been on the hurling
team or whatever. They had a big
form and it stated the aims of the
Irish Volunteers and it was read out
and then you signed your name. |
was the last to sign. | was a bit
young at the time but | said "sure I'll
sign it anyway’. So that year they
started grouping and training with
fellas who had knowledge of infantry
training and all that kind of thing.

We had a massive parade on St
Stephen’s Day 1917. Moneygall
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wasn't organised and our Toomevara
Company wanted to get things going
there. So the parade went from
Toomevara to Moneygall. That was
an historic day. The first Tricolour |
ever seen was in Moneygall that day.

The structure of the movement
then began to develop. The basis of
a military organisation was laid.

The next thing that happened
was to give the biggest boost to the
Republican Movement. The Brits got
this brainwave that they'd enforce
conscription. There was a great anti-
conscription meeting held in Nenagh
and they were selling little badges
with the motto “Death before con-
scription, we'll never subdue.” There
was a Fr Behan there that day, his
people are still around, and he said:
*The right place for a bullet from an
Irish rifle is in an English heart™, and
he really emphasised it. That today
of course would be referred to as ‘in-
citement to violence'.

Conscription definitely helped
Sinn Féin and in 1918 when the gen-
eral election was held, they swept
the decks.

The Volunteers didnt become

known as the IRA until after the elec-
tions in 1918, when the Nationalist
Party was swept away and the gov-
ernment was set up. We all had to
take an oath then to the Republic. |
took the oath twice. From there on it
was the IRA.

THE BRIGADE

Each area then had a Brigade.
Then they restructured again and
formed Divisions. North Tipperary
became part of the Third Southern
Division which included Brigades in
Offaly and Laois.

South Tipperary was linked with
another Division. They were the
most famous of all, the Third Tipper-
ary Brigade, with Treacy, Breen and
Dinny Lacey. They waged a tremen-
dous war against the British. Treacy
and Breen were individuals, but Din-
ny Lacey was a man who could com-
mand and take charge of men. He
was a great leader and a great sol-
dier.

Each Brigade area had to develop
their skills in warfare. Of course the
greatest problem of all was the lack
of armaments, of rifles and machine-
guns. We collected all the shotguns
from the farmers (laughs). They
were alright but you wouldn’t have
much chance if you were facing a
machine-gun and you only had a
shotgun.

FLYING COLUMN

Then there was formed what was
known as Flying Columns, what they
now call active service units. There
were men picked out and trained in
every aspect of guerilla warfare.

They got a good column organ-
ised here in North Tipperary. They
carried out some very good opera-
tions, the first of which was in the
village of Borrisokane. They attacked
a police barracks. There was about a
dozen or so police in it A house ad-
joining the barracks was taken over.
They had a lot of petrol filled into




AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, March 28th, 1991 — Leathanach 7

hmlns and ﬂlw got up on the roof
and took off some of the roofing tiles
to drop in the petrol. But the others
had prepared for that and had sand
along the top floor. The attack was
going on for a good while. The Tans
were no distance away in Nenagh,
only about seven or eight miles,

The IRA had a scout out in that
direction who came back to them
with a message that there was fierce
activity. So they called the attack off.
But they weren't well gone away
when the police threw out their
weapons, but there was no-one
there to collect them. One of the
main purposes of those raids was to
capture weapons and they would
have had a good haul if they hadn't
to retreat They lost one man in that
operation and he would be an uncle
to the present Minister for Agricul-
ture, Michael O'Kennedy. That was
our baptism of fire.

There was a Volunteer on that op-
eration who was home on leave
from the British army. A lot of these
men were disillusioned by the war.
They had gone to back the call to
fight for the freedom of small na-
tions. So they decided they'd have a
go to fight for their own small na-
tion. They became officers and very
valuable.

All the weapons we had were of
short range. We hadn't even enough
rifles. But the Column was very ac-
tive. They turned out to be a very
good fighting unit. They anihilated a
whaole section of Black and Tans or
Auxiliaries down there in a place
called Modrenny.

| spent a while in Birr Barracks
and a week in Limerick during this
time.

You can't win a war with
on your hands. That's the rules of
war. If you're fighting you have to
take measures to protect yourself,
The RIC supplied all the information
to the Tans and the Brits. They had
to be dealt with.

They knew too much because
there was a lot of carelessness in the
early stages. The Volunteers of the
IRA weren't careful enough. There
was piles of parades and meetings
and some fellas you know, stupidly,
wanted to show themselves off,
maybe wearing a Sam Browne belt
of giving orders. And the police had
all that taken down. Personally, |
never showed myself off nor to tell
the truth did any of our section. They
were very cautious. But there was
others who liked people to see that
they were IRA men. Maybe there
was glamour about it (laughs). it was
stupid because their names were
penned down on the list.

APPARITION

We had a very interesting
development in this parish at that
time {laughs). Curraheen is up there
in the hills, above Toomevara. There
was this young fella worked for a
farmer up iin this place. Its just under
the Devil's Bit Mountain. But he said
he had an apparition. You have to go
up to high country to get to the site.
There is a kind of a quarry where this
apparition was supposed to be. The
story spread throughout the country
and they came from all over Ireland.
The police were out you see, so the
IRA decided to take over and keep
order and they did a good job. There
wasn't a single accident despite all
these thousands that were coming. |
spent many days there on duty.

The Cumann na mBan was very
active and they collected a rake of
money there. All the people coming
used to donate money (laughs).

The quarry was the main attrac-
tion for the apparition and people
used to leave down.coins. But one
evening this priest came. He was
very upset. He got all the money and
flung it up into the furze bushes.

® TOM BARRY

These travelling people came along
and well they tore it all up. ‘Oh Lord’
they said, ‘this is really a miracle,
this is really a miracle’ (laughs).

TRUCE AND TREATY

The Truce was a disaster... | was
against the Treaty but where could
you go? The IRA failed to organise
themselves and to maintain them-
selves as a secretive army. They
went public too much and too much
was known about their organisation.

At that time there was a lot of
Irishmen in the British army. After
they were demobbed they had the
option of rejoining a British regi-
ment. However, these men formed
the bulk of the Free State army.

| was active during the Civil War.
Around here there was no attacks
launched on barracks or anything
like that. It was different to South
Tipperary or with Barry in Cork.
There was skirmishes but they were
mostly defensive. When they were
surrounded by the Free Staters they
fought their way out of it.

The Free Staters really went to town
and showed no mercy. My brother was
arrested one Friday evening and they
took him to the barracks in Cloughjor-
dan. They riddled him with bullets that
evening and said that he was trying to
escape.

Then they issued an order that any-
one caught with arms would be execut-
ed. There was four killed around here,

Martin 0'Shea, a man called Burke, Rus._

sell and McNamara. They were caplured
up near Borrisoleigh staying in this
man’s house and the fact that they had
arms was enough. It is said the Free
Staters execuled 77 during the Civil War
but you could add another 70 uncfficial
executions to that. Mulcahy, who took
over from Collins, was a ruthless man.

You had around here a conservative
farmer element who didn’t give a damn
about the whaole thing as long as they
could sell their goods. It was terrible to
listen to some of them who had lost
nothing and the way they were for the
Treaty. They wanted a settlement, any
seltlement and they didn't care. That
goes for every country | suppose. There
are a lot of slaves in Ireland and | sup-
pose there still are,

The IRA had a meeting up around
the Knockmealdowns. Liam Lynch was
Chief of Staff and this was where he was

® The RIC supplied |nfurmltmn to the Tans and Brits — they had to be dealt with

killed. Immediately after this Aiken
called a ceasefire.

FIANNA FAIL

Sinn Féin had their annual Ard Fheis
and de Valera gave them notice of what
he intended to do. After a very angry
and healed debate, de Valera and Aiken
and that crowd withdrew and formed Fi-
anna Féil. During the Treaty negotiations
de Valera kept out of it. Iif he was a good
leader he would have said there and
then that we are not accepling an agree-
ment with partition but he didn't and he
proved afterwards that he wasn't gen-
uine.

| remember the Republican
Congress. | knew Frank Ryan and Peader
O'Donnell. | met them at a lot of Army
Conventions | attended. | had great re-
spect for George Gilmore.,

Gilmore was a lovely, mild person.
He was very intellectual and impressed
me very much. | knew Mick Price as
well.

Around the time of the build-up to
the bombing campaign of 1939 there
was a lot of tensions within the IRA.
People wanted 1o go different roads. To
keep on fighting the Free Stale, to re-
start the Civil War, these things would
have needed an awful lot of considers-
tion. Then the Second World War broke
oul.

Sedn Russell wanted first 1o start a
campaign in Britain and there was Vol
unteers selected from all over and they
were lrained in the use of explosives.
Harry White spent a good while in Eng-
land and then there was a fella | met in
Mountjoy, Dom Adams, he carried out a
lot of operations.

During the war, under de Valera,
there was nearly 2,000 prisoners in the
Curragh Internment Camp and | was one
of tham for a while. | was in there twice.

THE CURRAGH

During the “40s, it is amazing the
amount of very intellectual people that
were in the Curragh. Two of the Plun-
kelts were there, George and John, one
of them underwent a long hunger-strike.
There was a great series of lectures held
in the camp.

Then there was a split amang the in-
ternees, a disastrous split. It was there
you see before the camp was open, be-
tween the supporters of Tom Barry's at-
titude and Russell.

There was lectures and some people
wanted to make use of the situation.
There was young fellas from all over
and they could be educated in the strat-
egy of war and politics and it was going
ahead at a great rate.

McLogan | think would have been a
firm believer that they should stay put
and try to educale in both political and
military matters. But then a lot of those
who had been serving senlences up in
Mountjoy came in, the original people
who started the war in Britain, They
came in and decided to take over, The
first thing they did was to start protest
action over the food. The food was very
bad.

All the huts were in lines. McLogan
and myself and Martin White, a Clare-
man, were detailed to carry out this op-
eration and of course it had to be kept
under the strictest of secrecy. There was
about 20 in the hut so it had to wait until
they were all gone oul. There was this
stove in the centre of each hut for heat-
ing. McLogan had unearthed this lot of
coal and he put it into the stove and
waited until it was red. We prised holes
in the partition and then threw in the
burning coal, well the Lord save us!

~-

& DAN BREEN

They had the races in the Curragh that
day and they had to abandon them. The
black smoke! It didn't rise at all but
stayed about 20 feet from the ground.

We were only meant to bumn four
huts but all around the camp they start-
ed burning their huts. There was no dis-
cipline among them! (laughs) They all
wanted to bum their huts so there was
an awful lot bumed in the end. We paid
dearly for it afterwards.

We were all crammed into a big hut
which they called the ice-box. | can pic-
ture it now with fellas marching around
trying to keep themseleves warm and
they left us no toilet facilities or any-
thing. We were there for six or seven
days I'd say.

Barney Casey was a lovely young
fellow, from Longford. He was a trades-
man and | being a blacksmith’s son we
had a lot in common. We used to form
up in our huts to march up and get our
meals. Then you would rush back to
your hut to be with your own. Well he
ran out this day and they blasted him,
they riddled him with bullets. He was
killed outright

In 1957 | spent four manths in Moun-

ING — 1991

-msmmmmu.mammmm

lmr and a while in Limerick Jail for hav-
ing documents in the house.

THE STRUGGLE TODAY

In 1976 there was a big commemo-
ration of the 1916 Rising. They had an
order prohibiting it but it went ahead
anyway. | was speaking at this and |
think it was the best speech | ever made.
| got four days in jail for this.

| was at most of the funerals of the
1981 hunger-strikers. Thare was trouble
at the funeral of Joe McDonnell in
Belfast. | was late arriving and wanted to

i join in the procession. The route was

lined with people. They were changing
the coffin bearers when | spotted John
Joe McGirl, God be good to him, near
the Guard of Honour and called him. So
| got in beside John Joe and we pro-
ceeded along the route. The youngsters
were getting very excited. Then there
was a commotion becsuse there was an
attempt to apprehend the firing party
who tried 1o escape. Plastic bullets and
live bullets were fired which caused
great panic among the people. Myself
and another old-timer Ned Shea man-
aged to calm them down. None of the
people were wounded, but only for the
fact that they got cover,

Looking back on the history of this
country, it keeps repeating itself. The
politicians in this state are giving every
aid possible to Britain. They are acting
as policemen and informers by extradi-
tion, by every means in their power.
Where is the EC bringing this country?
We are going to be the poor relation
now, begging for alms.

We should be out there as much as
possible meeting the people and lashing
out our policies to them. The struggle
goes on. | don't think that they will be
able to stop the Republican Movemeni
But getting the people behind you is the
all-important factor. | have respect for
many of those who opposed the Move-
ment entering Leinster House, but you
can't go sround with blinkers on you, not
seeing the reality before you. People will
not give you the support if you can't rep-
resent themn and do something for them.

There is no use commemaorating “16
if you are not going to do something
about achieving the aims of it. There s
no way that the establishment here is
going to cause themselves any trouble.
They will flow along with the tide. They
are putting forward this thing that we
are members of Europe. There is a
move towards a superpower for the EC
countries.

| never thought in the early days that
s0 many people would tumn against the
Movement, that they'd go off the main
road and go the by-roads and get lost in
the hills.

Its amazing going back to the days
of Redmond's Volunteers and then into
the IRA, prison cells and camps. All
those things that were gone through.
Well | don’t regret it. | am very glad that
| had some part to play and I'd do the
same again.
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IT IS NO EXAGGERATION to say that the events of Easter
Week in 1916 radically altered the course of Irish history.
This is the story of the Rising in Dublin during that week
which re-awakened the national demand for Irish freedom,

the struggle for which continues to this day.

® Thursday, April 20th

Plans for a nationwide Rising re-
ceived a cruel blow on Thursday,
April 20th, 1916, when the German
arms ship, the Aud, arrived in Tralee
Bay at 4.15pm with arms and ammu-
nition for the insurgents. It failed to
make contact with Irish Volunteers
ashore, however, because it wasn't
expected until Sunday.

® Friday, April 21st

On Good Friday, the next day, at
2.15 in the morning, Roger Case-
ment landed from a German subma-
rine on Banna Strand in Kerry. At
1.30pm he was arrested at McKen-
na's Fort by armed members of the
Royal Irish Constabulary. At half past
six that evening the Aud was sur-
rounded by British naval vessels and
was ordered to Cobh (then known as
Queenstown). Three Volunteers who
had been sent to dismantle the wire-
less station at Cahirciveen and to set
up a transmitter in Tralee to help
Casement were tragically drowned
when their car plunged into the River
Laune at Ballykissane Pier in a freak
accident.

@ Saturday, April 22nd

On the orders of its Commander,
Captain Karl Spindler, the Aud was
scuttled off the Cork coast in the ear-
ly hours of the moming. The captain
and crew abandoned ship and were
all captured. Towards midnight that
night, Eoin Mac Néill, the Chief of
Staff of the Irish Volunteers, issued
the now infamous countermanding
order, cancelling the Rising which
had been arranged for Sunday. He
had only found out on the Thursday
about the Rising, which had been
planned by the Military Council of
the Irish Republican Brotherhood
since January. He confronted
Padraig Pearse and Sedn Mac Diar-

mada, who had both then managed
to persuade him that the Rising
would be a success because of the
imminent arrival of the German
arms shipment. The news of Case-
ment’s capture and the scuttling of
the Aud led to his countermanding
of Pearse's orders for a full mobilisa-
tion on the Sunday moming.

® Easter Sunday, April 23rd

On Easter Sunday, the IRB's Mili-
tary Council, (which had been
formed in February 1915 and con-
sisted first of Padraig Pearse, Ea-
monn Ceannt and Joseph Plunkett
but was later expanded to include

Thomas Clarke, Sean Mac Diarmada,
James Connolly and Thomas Mac-
Donagh) met at 9am in Liberty Hall.
It confirmed the cancellation of the
Rising for Sunday but decided to go
ahead the following day. From noon
onwards, printing of the Proclama-
tion of the Irish Republic, signed by
the seven members of the Military
Council, now the Provisional Gov-
ernment, commenced.

MNew mobilisation orders were is-
sued but as a result of the confusion
caused by Mac Néill's countermand-
ing order the Rising was mostly con-
fined to Dublin City.

® Easter Monday, April 24th
Even in Dublin mobilisation was
far from complete. The details of
how many Volunteers, Irish Citizen
Army, Cumann na mBan, Fianna
Eireann and Hibernian Rifles mem-

[ ) hlwlumm Pier, whm three Wluntnu, sent to set up a transmitter

to help Casement, tragically drowned

bers turned out are sketchy, but it
appears that at the start of the week
the total number was less than 1,000
but this was augmented during the
week At its peak the republican side
consisted of around 1,800, of which
over 200 were Citizen Army.

At 12 noon, having marched from
Liberty Hall, the main body of insur-
gents, headed by Pearse and Con-
nolly, and including Clarke, Mac Di-
armada and Plunkett, occupied the
General Post Office in Sackville (now
O’'Connell} Street as headgquarters.
Connolly sent small detachments to
occupy Hopkins the jewellers and
Kelly's Gun Store, the corner shops
commanding Bachelor's Walk, Eden
Quay and Carlisle (now O'Connell)
Bridge. Later, other small parties
would be sent to take over such
prominent buildings as the
Metropole Hotel, just across Prince’s
Street from the GPO, the Manfield
boot factory and Eason's bookshop
on the corner of Abbey Street. On
the other side of Sackville Street the
Imperial Hotel, Marconi House and
the tall Dublin Bread Company build-
ing were occupied. Connclly had the
Starry Plough run up on the roof of
the Hotel, a capitalist stronghold dur-
ing the 1913 Lockout. A barricade
was constructed at the junction of
Abbey Street and Sackville Street to
hold off the expected British rein-
forcements’ line of march from
Amiens Street railway station.

Pearse stepped outside the front
of the GPO into Sackville Street and
read the Proclamation of the Repub-
lic. Two hundred copies of the
Proclamation were pasted around
the city-centre.

The 1st Battalion of the Irish Vol
unteers under Commandant Edward
Daly, occupied the Four Courts and
established posts at Jameson's Dis-
tillery and buildings in the Church
Street/North King Street area. The
Mendicity Institute was occupied by
D Company under the command of
Captain Sedn Heuston.

The 2nd Battalion, under Com-
mandant Thomas MacDonagh, occu-

cupied positions in the Fair-
view/Ballybough area.

A contingent of the Citizen Army,
under Commandant Michael Mallin,
with Constance Markievicz as sec-
ond-in-command, occupied the St
Stephen's Green area and the Royal
College of Surgeons.

The 3rd Battalion, under Com-
mandant Eamon de Valera, occupied
Boland's Bakery and flour mill and
the railway from Landsdowne Road
to Westland Row station, with out-
posts at Mount Street Bridge and
Northumberland Road.

The 4th Battalion, under Com-
mandant Eamonn Ceannt and Vice-
Commandant Cathal Brugha, occu-
pied the South Dublin Union,
James's Street Hospital, with out-
posts at Marrowbone Lane, Roe's
Distillery, Ardee Street brewery and
Cork Street

A company of Citizen Army men
and women under Captain Sedn
Connolly occupied the City Hall and
houses facing Dublin Castle, the seat
of British government in Ireland. The
Castle was almost undefended and
probably could have been taken had
the republicans known it The first
casualties of Easter Week occurred
here, a police officer at the Castle
gate and then Connolly himself on
the roof of the City Hall as he was at-
tempting to raise the Tricolour,

The insurgents also attacked
Haddington Road and Beggars Bush
Barracks but 2,500 British troops
from the Curragh arrived and en-
gaged them in the Dublin Castle area
and recovered City Hall. The Mendic-
ity Institute, held by Volunteers and
Fianna members under Sedn
Heuston, came under attack as did
the South Dublin Union. The British
gained entry to the grounds of the
Union. During the day a cavalry de-
tachment of Lancers charged down
Sackville Street but were repulsed
without firing a shot. Six cavalrymen
were killed with the accidental shoot-
ing dead of one Volunteer in this first
encounter in Sackville Street In the

hWMorth Strand area a par-
ty of Volunteers bringing supplies
from Fairview to the GPO came un-
der machine-gun attack but the
crown forces who were advancing
towards Annesley Bridge were suc-
cessfully repulsed by snipers in the
North Strand and the main contin-
gent of Volunteers continued on their
way to the GPO.

A small party, consisting mainly
of Fianna with a few Volunteers, raid-
ed the Magazine Fort in the Phoenix
Park, the main munitions store for
crown forces in Dublin and blew up
the explosives store. The British had
so far been taken completely by sur-
prise although the republicans had
made a basic error in overlooking
the importance of seizing the Crown
Alley telephone exchange.

® Tuesday, April 25th

The Lord Lieutenant, Viscount
Wimborne, declared martial law. The
British attack on the Mendicity Insti-
tute continued and they took Citizen
Army posts at the Dublin Daily Ex-
press and Evening Mail building and
the Henry and James shop nearby.
Anrtillery pounded barricades at Phib-
sboro’ and the British secured the
North Circular Road. The British oc-
cupied the Shelbourne Hotel and
from it and the United Services Club
kept up fire on the Volunteers in St
Stephen's Green, forcing a withdraw-
al into the College of Surgeons.

General WHM. Lowe took com-
mand of the crown forces in Dublin
and established a cordon from
Kingsbridge to College Green via
Dame Street. British reinforcements
arrived from Belfast and Temple-
more and artillery support from
Athlone. The South Dublin Union
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was amchd and the British cor-
doned off the route from the North
Wall to Kingsbridge (now Heuston)
Station. Irish positions throughout
the city came under attack. Despite
inflicting many casualties on British
forces repairing the damaged Great
Northern Railway line at the Slob-
lands, British strength forced a with-
drawal of republican outposts from
the outlying Fairview and Annesley
Bridge posts late in the day. At noon
that day the insurgents had pro-
duced their own newspaper, Irish
War News, priced one penny, giving
details of all that had taken place so
far.

Control of Trinity College and
Dublin Castle enabled the British to
attack the GPO with artillery from the
south side of the river, this wedge in
the ring of rebel defensive positions
also making it unnecessary to do
more than contain the insurgents at
Boland’'s, Jacob's and the South
Dublin Union. It wasn't until Friday
that the gunners got the range of the
GPO accurately. Two British infantry
brigades were landed at Din
Laoghaire late on Tuesday evening.

® Wednesday, April 26th

These reinforcements marched
towards the city centre. The 5th and
6th Battalions, Sherwood Foresters
came in on the Blackrock, Stillorgan,
Donnybrook road in time to take part
in heavy fighting at the South Dublin
Union. The 7th and &th Battalions,
marching in via Ballsbridge, were
halted by three Volunteer outposts
covering Mount Street Bridge. For
nine hours 12 men held down the
two battalions, inflicting appalling
casualties on them. The British ad-
mitted losses of 234 officers and
men killed or wounded — in fact
more than half their total casualties
in the Rising, an unnecessarily stub-
born waste of lives, as there were
other undefended routes into the
city. Four Volunteers survived the
epic battle, retiring from Clanwilliam
House only when it was in flames
from incendiary artillery fire.

That day the rebels burnt the
Linenhall Barracks and took the sur-
render of the garrison. The unoccu-
pied Liberty Hall was shelled by the
gunboat Helga which had sailed up
the Liffey to Butt Bridge but the Loop
Line bridge prevented direct firing.
British forces took up positions in
Sackville Street while rifle and ma-
chine-gun fire on the GPO and other
IRA outposts in Sackville Street and
on the Quays became heavy and
ceaseless. This was mainly coming
from Trinity College and the tower of
Tara Street Fire Station across the
river. Artillery at Tara Street also
shelled Liberty Hall. In the afternoon
a heavy gun at the corner of D'Olier
and College Street demolished the
upper part of the post at Kelly's cor-
ner and its little garrison was forced

@ SEAN CONNOLLY

to withdraw to the Metropole. The
Mendicity Institute was bombed and
its rebel garrison was forced to sur-
render, despite causing heavy British
losses. Crown forces advancing on
Sackville Street from Parkgate met
stiff resistance from Daly's posts in
the Four Courts and North King
Street area. By the end of the day a
cordon had been thrown the city
centre, north of the Liffey. Two more
battalions were also on their way
from England. The pacifist Francis
Sheehy-Skeffington, who had been
arrested the previous day while try-
ing to prevent looting in the city cen-
tre, was killed, along with two jour-
nalists, on Wednesday by British
troops in Portobello Barracks, Rath-
mines,

® Thursday, April 27th

Communications between the re-
publican outposts had been cut and
it became clear that the principle
British objective was the GPO and its
outposts, Heavy fighting in the North
King Street and Four Courts area
was an unsuccessful effort on the
crown forces part to eliminate these
obstacles to the principle objective.
The Four Courts was shelled and an
armoured car was used by the
British in North King Street. Artillery
attacks and incendiary bombs on the
GPO continued and fires raging
throughout Sackville Street spread
rapidly.

Connolly was severely wounded
twice but continued to direct the de-
fence from a stretcher. In the South
Dublin Union Cathal Brugha was
also very seriously wounded in
heavy fighting but continued firing.
The British were forced to temporari-
ly retreat. There was no very deter-
mined assault on the main republi-
can positions in Jacob's and
Boland's. John Redmond, leader of
the Irish Parliamentary Party, con-
demned the Rising in the House of
Commons,
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® The Tricolour flying over the GPO during Easter Week 1916

DU RLIN, TURSIAY, APRIL 25

e T S —— L

“ Enghind would be constmtly irrizated by the L e i v

L wliw 9%

REPUBLIC.

T T L —

S T
[ s Panw

vas. And wct oaly woull the Faglidimas have
1o bistem oo @ conatait Jow of ezt of this sl g
b v ot dnd w eeow cably offe 3l Pre. cmrn
sought over by the Ceovernment 03 Ay iy ame

Kind of shings over mnd aver, evary day of the week,

In the Londea ™ New M"N-ﬂ'ﬂ“"r .’“'nuh‘ poe, ahest s ~hillepn were £ ming

home from school with new ides of haaay.

They would mk bim il it wis trae thil wnts thi
* Gevwmans came Engasd lel besa a0 wnsuly
comntry, constantly engaged n civi war

The objxet of every iwchaolbook would be 1o mike
the Englih child grow up in the notion thar the
Wistory of bis country was u thiug 1o borge, und
tant the one bright wpot in it wa the prl vhar i

had begn conquered by caliuned (oo e
1 -haeve wat 4 revulig Gn'ln. ey STy
ahawt * dileyaty,  "ime

L Wi wga'd pa'n thepr
. Prvasn  soldens
g iraly

gravitade,™ * reckan gyl
RIS proagsiAr.
would b encymped in Everr narial =t §
comicrint having ot sont guf of e
e wesimed i Germany, o 12 50
in order o cowe 1o on2 me ol Gorman sl Iiny,
thull Eaglish sedason eome ta blane wah o

“ Enslasd woud e sabpiied o abance, er
fn EERES 0 OUET f0 TRt ibg gEreas ol hat
WEE, 0 P apet bt =N bosm v o & AT
herary, S0 give g Bev owe Leegagz 1 8 " unis

veral™ languapr—-in other wordi, to desrey ner
i

® Friday, April 28th

Major General Sir John Maxwell
arrived from England as Comman-
der-in-Chief of the British forces. At
9.30am Pearse, Prﬂrdant of the Prrr

@ The Irish War News 25/4/16
visional Government and Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Forces of the Irish
Republic, issued his last manifesto
paying tribute to his troops, singling
out Connolly for special mention:

“If | were to mention names of in-
dividuals my list would be a long
one. | will name only that of Com-
mandant General James Connolly,
commanding the Dublin Division. He
lies wounded, but is still the guiding
brain of our resistance... If we ac-
complish no more than we have ac-
complished, | am satisfied. | am sat-
isfied that we have saved Ilreland’s
honour. For my part, as to anything |
have done in this, | am not afraid to
face either the judgement of God, or
the judgerment of posterity.”

Connolly himself ended an order
with the words:

“Courage, boys, we are winning,
and in the hour of our victory let us
not forget the women who have ev-
erywhere stood by us and cheered
us on. Never had man or woman a
grander cause, never was a cause
more grandly served.”

The Fingal Volunteers, then the
5th Battalion of the Dublin Brigade,

under the command of Thomas
Ashe, numbering 48, out-fought and
completely defeated a superior force
of about 70 RIC officers at Rath Cross
Ashbourne, the Volunteers having
taken four RIC barracks. They cap-
tured arms and ammunition but
failed to take Ashbourne Barracks.

However, in the city, the beginning
of the end of the Rising was marked
when the British artillery finally got
the range of the GPO. The building
was set on fire and the prisoners who
had been taken and the wounded
were withdrawn by Volunteers and
Cumann na mBan members to Jervis
Street Hospital. The GPO could no
longer be defended and the decision
was taken to evacuate it. Connolly re-
mained in command but as the garri-
son unsuccessfully attempted to
break through a British barricade in
Moore Street, hoping to fight their
way through to a soap factory on
Great Britain (now Parnell) Street, the
O'Rahilly was killed. At 8.40pm the
new headquarters were set up in a
house at the Moore Street end of
Henry Place. British soldiers of the
South Staffordshire Regiment shot
dead 15 civilians in the North King
Street area.

® Saturday, April 29th

From first light on, the battle
raged with mounting intensity.
British forces closed in on other
posts where fighting continued. By
morning headquarters in Moore
Street were isolated. Around Connol-
ly's bedside Pearse and members of
the Provisional Government, except
MacDonagh and Ceannt, whose
commands were in Jacob's and the
South Dublin Union, decided to ne-
gotiate terms of surrender; prelimi
nary arrangements were made by
Cumann na mBan member Elizabeth
O'Farrell, who took the dangerous
job of delivering the message to the
British in Moore Street. General
Lowe would accept only uncondi-
tional surrender. At 3.30pm Pearse
agreed to this and handed his sword
to Lowe. Fifteen minutes later he
signed orders to the other outposts:

“In order to prevent the further
slaughter of Dublin citizens, and in
the hope of saving the lives of our
followers now surrounded and hope-
lessly outnumbered, the members of
the Provisional Government present
at Headquarters have agreed to an
unconditional surrender, and the
commandants in the various districts
of the City and County will order
their commands to lay down arms.”

The Tricolour was hauled down
from the roof of the GPO by British

soldiers and the headquarters garri-
son marched out to surrender. Late
in the afternoon Daly’s garrison in
the Four Courts also surrendered.
The 400 republicans taken prisoner
spent the night in the open in the
grounds of the Rotunda Hospital.

® Sunday, April 30th

All the other strongpoints, the
South Dublin Union, Jacob‘s, the
College of Surgeons and Boland’s
Mill were still in action but after as-
surances of the genuineness of
Pearse's order, all the other Com-
mandants, with their officers and
men and women, surrendered. The
republicans who had been held
prisoner at the Rotunda were taken
to Richmond Barracks at Inchicore.
Hundreds were taken from here to
the North Wall to be interned in
Wales and England. On Wednesday,
May 3rd, the executions began.

Sixty-four republicans had been
killed in action during the Rising. Of
the 20,000 British troops involved,
516 officers and men were officially
listed as killed, wounded or miss-
ing. British shelling had reduced
much of the city centre to charred
rubble and somewhere between 160
and 216 civilians had been killed.
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Amhrén na bhFiann

Seo dhibh, a chairde, duan oglaigh,
Cathréimeach, briomhar, ceolmhar,

Ar dtinte cndmh go buacach tiid,

‘5 an spéir go min réaltégach.

Is fonnmhar faobhrach sinn chun gleo,

‘5 go tiinmhar glé roimh thiocht don 16,

Faoi chitinas caomh na hoiche ar seol,
Seo libh, canaig amhrin na bhFiann.

Sinne laochra Fail,

Atd faoi gheall ag Eirinn,

Buion dir slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn,

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Seantir dr sinsear feasta

Ni fhigfar faoin tiorin nd faoin trdill.
Anocht a théim sa bheama baoil,

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bdis né saoil,

Le gunna-scréach, faoi limhach na bpiléar,

Seo libh, canaig amhrin na bhFiann.

Cois banta reidhe, ar arda sléibhe
Ba bhuach ér sinsear romhainn,

Ag limhach go tréan fi'n sir-bhrat sein,

Atd thuas sa ghaoith go seolta:

Ba dhiichas riamh d"ir gcine chaidh
Gan iompail siar 6 imirt air,

*Siul mar iad i geoinne namhaid
Seo libh canaig amhrin na bhFiann.

A bhuion nach fann d'fhuil Gaeil is Gall,

Sinn breacadh lae na saoirse,

Ta scéimhle ‘s scanradh i geroithe namhad,

Roimh ranganna laochra dr dtire;

Ar dtinte is tréith gan spréach anois,
Sin luisne ghlé san spéir anoir,

‘5 an biobha i raon na bpiléar agaibh:
Seo libh, canaig amhrdn na bhFiann.

Amhran na bhFiann —
The Soldier’s Song

LE DIERDRE NIC AN TSAOIR

SUNG WITH pride for Irish nationhood Amhrén na bhFiann
(translated into Irish in 1923 by Liam O Riain) or The Soldier’s
Song, the national anthem of republicans, was first written and
music put to it 84 years ago in 1907. In the last few years a cam-
paign has been waged by West British elements such as Gay
Byrne to try to replace it as the anthem of the 26-County state.
Written with the express purpose of rallying nationalists to the
cause of Ireland, its originators would be proud to see that the
establishment today still fear their words and music.

The son, of John Kearney of Rosy-
brook, Ardee, County Louth and Katie
McGuinness of Rathmaiden, Slane, Coun-
ty Meath, Peter Kearney {or Peadar O
Cearnaigh) as he signed himself, was
bern and lived most of his life in Dublin.

His nationalism came from his par-
ents: at an early age his father tore Union
Jacks from his school copies and admon-
ished the teachers for allowing them into
the school.

In 1901, he jeined the Willie Rooney
branch of Conradh na Gaeilge. At the
same time he became involved with the
Abbey Theatre Company, travelling the
country with them. Roundabout 1902,
Peadar teamed up with Patrick Heaney in
writing songs and music to rally the youth
of Ireland to the national movement.

"Sometime in 1907 Peader felt there
was need for a song with a rousing cho-
rus, something off the beaten track. And
within a week the words of The Soldier’s
Song were in the hands of Paddy Heaney.
The meter was so unusual that Paddy was
doubtful. He worked on the meledy for a
week and gave up in despair. When half-
way through the chorus his inspiration
failed.

“When Peadar called round to see him
on a Sunday morning, Heaney was deject-
ed. Peadar asked him anxiously how the
music was coming along and for reply
Heaney threw the manuscript into the fire.
Kearney snatched it out and smoothed it
on the table. Yes, the tune was all right,
but the chorus was all wrong.

"They went over the words and scroll
again. Peadar suggested they go back on
the melody of the verse. So Heaney toned

out the tune and Kearney lifted the words.
And thus The Soldier’s Song was born.”

— The Soldier’s Song. The story of
Peadar Kearney by Sedmus de Burca.

They worked mostly in a basement
restaurant — the Swiss Café —at the cor-
ner of O'Connell Street and North Earl
Street where Burton's now is, and occa-
sionally at 10 Dominick Street, where
Peader lived,

At first the song got a cold reception in
the national clubs, being too novel for
many concert singers. Arthur Griffith re-
fused to print it in the United Irishman,
but, in 1912, Bulmer Hobson printed it in
the IRB's republican newspaper Irish Free-
dom. By this time it was tremendously
popular, but Paddy Heaney had died by
then.

After the formation of the Irish Volun-
teers in 1913, the song was sang on route
marches and at benefit concerts and even-
tually adopted as the Volunteers rallying
song. It wasn't until 1916 that the words
and music were first printed. During East-
er Week 1916, the song got its baptism of
fire, being sung in many of the republican
outposts, and later in the internment
camps. By 1917 it had superseded God
Save Ireland as the anthem of Irish repub-
licans.

Kearney, an IRE member himself, was
in Liverpool when he heard of the mobili-
sation for 1916, but succeeded in return-
ing, taking part and avoiding capture until
the Tan War. Other songs which Kearney
wrole include The Three-Colour Ribbon,
Down by the Glenside and Whack Fal The
Diddle. In 1937 he also wrote an extra
verse for The Soldier's Song to give ex-

® PEADAR O CEARNAIGH

® LIAM O RIAIN

pression to northern nationalists’ opposi-
tion to partition.

“And here where Erin’s glories bide

Clann London fain would flourish;

But Ulster-wide what e’er betide

Mo pirate blood shall nourish;

While flames the faith of Con and

Owen,
While Cave Hill guards the fame of
Tone,

From Gullion's slopes to Inisowen

We'll chant a Soldier's Song.

Nowadays the most commonly sung
version of the song is the chorus in Irish,
with “Laochra Féil" replacing the original
“Fianna Fail" to ensure that the ideals of
the song writers are not sullied by linkage
with de Valera's party which adopted the
words as a title three years after the trans-
lation.
A

“THE WAYFARER

The beauty of the world hath made me sad,
This beauty that will pass; Sometimes my heart hath shak-
en with great joy
To see a leaping squirrel in a tree,
Or a red lady-bird upon a stalk,
Or little rabbits in a field at evening,
Lit by a slanting sun,
Or some green hill where shadows drifted by
Some quiet hill where mountainy men hath sown
And soon would reap; near to the gate of Heaven;
Or children with bare feet upon the sods
Of some ebbed sea, or playing on the streets
Of little towns in Connacht,
Things young and happy.
And then my heart hath told me:
These will pass,
Will pass and change, will die and be no more,
Things bright and green, things young and happy;
And | have gone upon my way
Sorrowful,
— Written by Pédraig Mac Piarais the night before his
execution in Kilmainham Jail.

1867

...In the days of our doom and our dread

Ye were cruel and callous,

Grim death with our fighters ye fed

Through the jaws of the gallows;

But a blasting and blight was the fee

For which ye had bartered them,

And we smite with the sword that from ye

We had gained when ye martyred them!
— Joseph Mary FPlunkett

CEAPACH AN
BHAIS, CILL
IMHAIGHNEANN

| gCill Mhaighneann dom, i gceapach an bhais,
T4 tocht | mo scornach, deoir le mo shuil,
Gruama na fallai, dubh, dorcha, ard.
Toll glér mo chos ar na leacracha fim.
Scéili scuad ldmhaigh trén geaitin ag teacht
Samhlaim dom féin, agus laochra na Césca.
Duine i ndiaidh duine ag méirsedil isteach.
Cluinim na rosa piléar ba chreill bhéis déibh,
Dha phiosa adhmaid buailte le chéile;
Nochtann an croisin beag uaigneach do chéch
lobairt-altdir mar ar deirteadh fuil laochra,
‘Bheannaigh an chré’, rinne naofa an ait.
Combhartha na croise, i nganfhois, go cidin,
Gearraim ar m'éadan. Ta deoir le mo shdil,

— Piaras . Mac Lochlann

JAMES CONNOLLY

Where oh where is our James Connolly?

Where oh where is that gallant man?

He is gone to organise the union that working men
They might yet be free.

Then who, then who will lead the van?
Then who, then who will lead the van?
Who but our James Connolly,
The hero of the working man.

Whe will carry high the burning flag?
Who will carry high the burning flag?
Who but our James Connolly

Could carry high the burning flag.

Oh they carried him up to the jail,

They carried him up to the jail,

And they shot him down on a bright May morning
And quickly laid him in his gore,

Whao mourns the death of this great man?
Who mourns the death of this great man?
Oh bury me down in yon green garden
With unicn men on every side.

Ch they buried him down in yon green garden

With union men on every side

And they swore that would form a mighty weapon

That James Connolly’s name could be filled with pride.
— Patrick Galvin



AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, March 28th, 1991 — Leathanach 13

LD g
R R
e e

R
i
' N L
i, e
e
- i
B N S R

Pl B R o 3
el

e
e

e

e

G 3
R e
e e

R o

R
R
B

e S A

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

R e
L L
e e e
SR
o
-

e

o

i
i e

o

i

o
&
:

S

B e el
et —_

The poets’ insurrection
In song and verse

e British soldier surveys the ruins of |
" O’Connell St from the top of Nelson's |
" Pillar (itself a victim of the ‘unofficial’ .
1966 50th Anniversary celebrations)

WHAT WouLp
THEY SAY IF
THEY WERE ALIVE?

What would they say if they were alive

After long years have passed, now 757

What would they think of the state of this nation
And would it resemble their Proclamation?

James Connolly hardly would have enjoyed

A quarter of a million still unemployed

But inflation’s down and our exports are in surfeit
| wonder what would he think of Michael Smurfit?

Ni tir gan teanga Pearse did say

Now the ancient tongue's almost withered away

But the government is determined to make the language last
Because they sign their letters — Mise le Meas.

What would Clarke think of the new British tricks?
He'd know the plight of the Birmingham Six,
Injustice to the Irish is now their tradition

Yet we still continue with extradition.

Oh what would they say if they were alive

After long years have passed, now 757

What would they think of the state of this nation
And would it resemble their Proclamation?

Educate that you may be free

Cherish all of the children equally

A talented nation full of diversity

But few working class at the university.

- ..1_“ _— 3 Sx
As down the glen one Easter morn to a city fair rode |
There armed lines of marching men in squadrons passed me
by,
No fife did hum nor battle-drum did sound their dread tatoo,

But the Angelus bell o'er the Liffey swell rang out in the Foggy
Dew.

A caring society with a Christian ethos,

Concern for the underdog, well, except travellers,
Guaranteed access to housing and health,

That is of course if you have the wealth,

Céad mile filte, a land full of charmers
Polluted rivers and rancher farmers
Incapable now of flexing our own muscles
We live in a country controlled from Brussels.

Right proudly high over Dublin town they hu ut the flag of
e ' hig R - Oh what would they say if they were alive

war, :
For ‘twas better to die ‘neath an Irish sky than at Sulva or Sud £l  After long years have passed, now 757 ;
Bar: : What would they think of the state of this nation

And from the plains of royal Meath strong men came hurrying
through

While Britannia's sons with their long range guns

Sailed in by the Foggy Dew.

tion?

And would it resemble their Proclama

The night fell black but the rifles crack made perfidious Albion
reel

‘Mid leaden rain seven tongues of flame did burn o'er the lines
of steel,

By each shining blade a prayer was said that to Ireland her sons S o
might be true f b dn oy o T

And when morning broke still the war flag shook its foldsinthe =
Foggy Dew.

But the bravest fell and the requiem bell rang mournfully and
clear

For those who died that Eastertide in the sprintime of the year.

And the world did gaze in deep amaze, on those warriors brave
but few

Who bore the fight that freedom’s light might shine through the
Fogay Dew.

“Twas Britannia bade our wild geese go that small nations
might be free

But their lonely graves are by Sulva's waves or the shores of the
grey North Sea.

Oh! had they died by Pearse's side or fought with Cathal Brugha

Their names we would keep where the Fenians sleep ‘neath the
shroud of the Foggy Dew.

Back through the glen | rode again and my heart with grief was
sore,

For | parted then with brave women and men | never would see
no more;

As to and fro in my dreams | go | kneel and pray for you,

For slavery fled, Oh rebel dead, when you fell in the Foggy Dew.
— Anonymous

® Looking over the ruins of Clery’s towards the Custom House

® (Above and below) Ruins in Upper Sa
O'Connell 5t) being demolished

A TR PR e
v WA

ckville St (now
after the Fﬁﬂnn :

i

New York, London

or Sydney our youth's destination

As Ireland’s once more dependent on mass emigration
Our lifeblood is haemorrhaging and it causes much pain
To witness each day what they call the brain-drain,

A trade union movement that used to have guts
Now is prepared to facilitate cuts.

But a socialist President, she'll present a new look,
She won't rock the cradle but she will sack her cook.

The media can interview Paisley, Bush and Saddam Hussein,

- But no airspace allowed for elected Sinn Féin.

Suggested amendments to Articles Two and Three,
Forgetting that in ‘16 they died for 32 free.

Oh what would they say if they were alive

After long years have passed, now 757

What would they think of the state of this nation
And would it resemble their Proclamation?

Disappointed, disillusioned would they turn in their graves
-To witness their country run by gombeen men and knaves?
The answer my friends, and make sure that it's true...
Butthen, | cannot answer, I'll leave that to you.
— Frank Allen

A Row IN THE Town

I'll sing you a song of a row in the town

When the green flag went up and the crown flag came down
Twas the neatest and sweetest thing ever you saw

When they played that great game they called Erin go Brich

God bless gallant Pearse and his comrades who died
Tom Clarke, MacDonagh, MacDermott, MacBride
And here's to James Connolly who gave one hurrah
And faced the machine-guns for Erin go Brich

Now one of our leaders was down at Ringsend
For the honour of Ireland to uphold and defend
He had no veteran soldiers but Volunteers raw
Playing sweet Mauser music for Erin go Brich

Bold Ceannt and his comrades like lions at bay

From the South Dublin Union poured death and dismay
But what was the awe when the invader's men saw

All the dead khaki soldiers of Erin go Bréich

A great foreign captain was raving that day
Saying give me one hour and I'll blow you away
But a big Mauser bullet got stuck in his jaw
And he died of lead poison of Erin go Brach

A glory to Dublin to her due renown

In the long generations her fame will go down

And children will tell how their forefathers saw

The red blaze of freedom o'er Erin go Bréch.
—Peadar Kearney
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NOLLY

— the practical visionary

TO REVISIONIST HISTORIANS James Connolly’s partici-
pating in the 1916 uprising is the ultimate proof of his
abandonment of socialism. By joining the rebellion he vio-
lated all the principles of Marxism on which his political
outlook was based. In 1916 there was no revolutionary sit-
uation; there was no attempt to involve the broad mass of
workers; there was no declaration in favour of socialism.
In place of these there was only a conspiracy of isolated
day-dreamers and a lot of woolly idealism. To become em-
broiled in such an adventure Connolly must surely have
ditched his Marxism in preference for the romanticism of
his nationalist confederates. So goes the myth.

The revisionists are unable to
fathom Connolly’s distinctive ap-
proach. He agreed with militant re-
publicans that a national uprising
should be attempted during the First
World War. But anyone who reads
his writing and follows his activities
during 1914-'16 cannot fail to be im-
pressed by the independent line he
pursued.

A REVOLUTIONARY
SITUATION

Connolly remained firmly com-
mitted to the view that a rising could
only be attempted in a revolutionary
situation. This he believed existed. In
the Marxist tradition to which Con-
nolly adhered, there are two condi-
tions for defining a revolutionary sit-
uation — firstly, the ruling class has
to be at an impass such that it must
radically change its method of politi-
cal domination; secondly, there must
be a sufficient awakening among the
people such that they refuse to con-
tinue to be ruled as before.

During the period 1914-"18,
British rule in Ireland arrived at this
kind of crossroads with a vengeance,
In Britain itself the social and eco-
nomic underpinnings of the Tory-Lib-
eral two-party system had long been
eroded and the First World War was
hastening major political changes
under.the worst possible conditions.

Meanwhile, in Ireland, expecta-
tions of Home Rule had been raised
to fever pitch. However, Britain was
walking a tightrope. The autonomy
on offer was drastically reduced. To

A gl

add insult to injury partition was in-
troduced and then the whole sorry
mess was deferred indefinitely for
fear of alienating the loyalists and
provoking a Tory backlash which
would upset the precarious balance
in Britain itself. The national ques-
tion had become explosive and
Britain had no strategy to defuse it,
except hope for the best.

In consequence, a huge National
Volunteer force steam rolled into ex-
istence. Some 12,000 of this army

8 "

@ The Irish Citizen Army — the first mrhﬂ* defence force in 20th Century Europe
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was staunchly in favour of a radical
separatist solution to Ireland’s prob-
lem. They began to arm, drill and
train openly.

Parallel with this the working
class was becoming an independent
factor in Irish politics for the first
time in history. Trade union member-
ship doubled from 50,000 in 1910 to
100,000 in 1914, In 1914 also, despite
an undemocratic franchise, Dublin
Labour and Sinn Féin won 42% of
the vote in a wide number of seats
contested in the capital, And from
1914 onwards there was a steady
growth in the number of strikes.

As workers grew in self-confi-
dence they continued to be faced
with intense hardship. From the turn
of the century wages had steadily
declined while prices rose. Unem-
ployment was high and social mis-
ery endemic. Dublin, for example,
was one of the worst slums in the
world — 20,000 families (a quarter of
the total population) lived in one-
room tenements and infant mortality

T
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of the constitutional nationalists was
under threat. All the signs were that
political reality was about to dramat-
ically catch up with the Home Rulers.
Their traditional one-party domi-
nance was in imminent danger of
collapse in a situation that was high-
ly volatile.

A STRATEGY FOR MASS
MOBILISATION

It was in the context of this crisis
that Connolly proposed a strategy
for mobilising the people of Ireland
as a prelude to armed insurrection.
The first lever he suggested should
be a popular campaign against the
export of food to Britain. The war, he
warned, would bring even greater
poverty and misery to the downtrod-
den. A fight for the retention of food
supplies and their equitable distribu-
tion could be turned into a mass
confrontation with the British author-
ities.

Connolly proposed a joint labour-
republican campalgn around this is-
sue to galvanise a widespread social
uprising. “Let us not shrink from the
consequences”, he wrote in August
1914, "This may mean more than a
transport strike, it may mean armed
battling in the streets to keep in this
country the food for our people. But
whatever it may mean it must not be
shrunk from. It is the immediate fea-
sible policy of working-class democ-
racy.”

A second lever he proposed was
a campaign against conscription. He
emphasised especially the need to
resist economic conscription and to
take on the Home Rule employers
who were acting as recruiting
sergeants for Britain. Opposition to
enlistments, he urged, should be
backed up with a declaration from
the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citi-
zen Army (ICA) to defend all re-
sisters. The outcome he envisaged
would be popular revolt, “in short it

means barricades in the streets,

guerrilla warfare in the country™.
Connolly was familiar with the histo-
ry of the 1905 revolution in Russia
and here he is echoing the strategy
persued by the left-wing of the Rus-
sian social-democrats.

Connolly also argued for a deter-
mined fight against the accelerating
curtailment of civil liberties. Under
the Defence of the Realm Act the re-
publican and labour press was being
systematically suppressed and
scores of leading activists were be-
ing arrested or deported. Connolly
insisted on the need to defy this co-
ercion and to draw in the Volunteers
and ICA in defence of its victims.

Connolly himself was immersed
in building the trade union move-
51T N

ment. He became general secretary
of the [TGWU in 1915 and under his
leadership recruitment developed
steadily. At the same time he tried to
popularise the ICA by deploying it as
an armed guard to pickets during
strikes.

There were two reasons why
Connolly’s proposal to foment mass
discontent were not as successful as
he had hoped. In his own view the
maost important of these was that the
advanced nationalists were paral-
ysed by a right-wing clique — Arthur
Griffith, Ecin MacNeill et al. This ele-
ment tried to prevent a link-up be-
tween the labour and national move-
ments. In January 1916, just as he
was about to conclude an agreement
for insurrection with the Irish Repub-
lican Brotherhood (IRB) Connolly
publicly slated the right-wingers:

"Had we not been attacked and
betrayed by many of our fervent ad-
vanced patriots, had they not been
so anxious to destroy us, so willing
to applaud even the British govern-
ment when it attacked us, had they
stood by us and pushed our organi-
sation all over Ireland it would now
be in our power at a word to crum-
ple and demoralise every offensive
move of the enemy against the
champions of Irish freedom. Had we
been able to carry out our plans, as
such an Irish organisation of labour
alone could carry them out, we could
at a word have creaked all the condi-
tions necessary to the striking of a
successful blow whenever the mili-
tary arm of reland wished to move”.

But there was also another major
reason why Connolly’s strategy was
unsuccessful. As a syndicalist Con-
nolly concentrated on the building of
trade unions ta the neglect of a
_specifically socialist political party.
Because of their broad-based nature
the unions were too unwieldy for
giving prompt and principled leader- -
ship. They were not suitable for the
type of political campaigning Con-. .
nolly had in mind and he was left
with no vehicle to implement his
programme.

INSURRECTION OR
ADVENTURE?

Given that his mass action strate-
gy was not successful, surely Con-
nolly violated his own Marxist princi-
ples by not postponing the
contingent objective of an armed in-
surrection? In fact, within the Manxist
tradition, there is substantial support
for the stand Connolly took. :

It is true that for Marxists such as
Connolly, an insurrection should be
attempted only in the context of a
revolutionary situation where mass
support exists. But within that frame-
work insurrection is a specific art
with a logic of its own. Armed prepa-
rations cannot simply be subordinat-
ed to the ebbs and flows of popular
consciousness. It is obvious there-
fore, that Marxism does not exclude
the possibility — rare though it may
be — of a situation where an armed
uprising can be a prelude to an
awakening of the mass of people.

With regard to the situation in
Russia, Marx's close collaborator En-
gels wrote in 1885 “the country is
like a charged mine which only
needs a match to be applied to it..
This is one of the exceptional cases
where it is possible for a handful of
‘people to make a revolution je —
with one little push to cause a whole
systern, which is in more than labile
[unstable] equilibrium, to come
crashing down, and thus by an ac-
tion in itself insignificant to release
explosive forces that afterwords be-
come uncontrollable”.

Conditions in Ireland during
1914-'16 were fairly similar to those
outlined by Engels. The political situ-
ation had reached an impasse of his-
torical proportions and a substantial

|
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® James l:onmllv {sitting centre) at an outing of the Irish Socialist Republican Parnr in 'Hm Phn-enu Park in M;-.r 1901

resistance force was already in exis-
tence. The powder was in the keg
and the fuse was set; would the
match be lit? The right wing of the
Volunteer leadership was trying to
prevent it. So were the British who
were gradually whittling away
democratic rights to prepare for a
general clampdown.

As Connolly saw it the balance
was gradually tipping in their favour.
On occasion Engels had said that
once the battle lines were drawn,
even in unfavourable circumstances,
it was better for the working class to
fight than to retire. A temporary de-
feat was preferable to long-term de-
moralisation. In assessing the situa-
tion in Ireland, Connolly had
precisely the same 1tea in mind, He
constantly stressed the danger of let-
ting a revolutionary situation slip
away without taking decisive action.
Consequently, his views on the tim-
ing of an insurrection started not
from the mood of the workers at that
time but from their long-term inter-
ests. Apart from the consciousness
of workers, Connelly also had to
keep the objective situation in mind
— particularly the line of march of
indispensable allies and the machi-
nations of the British state,

When the Irish Republican Broth-
erhood eventually proposed definite
plans for insurrection, Connolly
readily agreed. In the Workers Re-
public he gave a guarded prediction
of impending events and expressed
regret that they would not take the
form of a classical revolution envis-
aged by Marxists. But he was pre-
pared to push ahead anyway. On the
one hand, he was convinced, as a
socialist, that if he did not do so he
would be throwing away the poten-
tial of a revolutionary situation. On
the other hand, he felt every right to
be optimistic that an insurrection,
though relatively isolated to begin

with, would reinforce and prolong
revolutionary opportunities.

NATIONAL REVOLUTION
AND SOCIALIST
OBJECTIVES

The claim that Connolly aban-
doned his objective of a socialist Ire-
land in order to take part in a nation-
alist rising is a contortion hard to
credit even from the pens of revi-
sionists,

It is clear that Connolly did not
see the Easter Rebellion as a specifi-
cally socialist undertaking. But he re-
mained convinced that the logic of
events would help transform the en-
suing upsurge in a socialist direc-
tion. His was a thoroughly socialist
perspective, similar (though not
identical] to the strategy then being
followed by Lenin in Russia.

The mass of workers were not yet
thinking in socialist or revolutionary
terms. But they were organised in
mass, cultural, athletic, military and,
above all, labour organisations
which were not under the leadership
of the traditional constitutional na-
tionalists. Therefore, an insurrection
for national democratic demands
had a tremendous possibility of
evoking a broad response. Connol-
ly's aim was to place democratic de-
mands, which specifically affected
workers, in the forefront of this re-
bellion in order to draw workers in
and ensure that the struggle would
be dominated by the traditional
methods of struggle of the labour
movement.

Connolly outlined this approach
in the January 15th, 1916 issue of
Workers Republic, “'Ireland should
commence by guaranteeing the
rights of its toilers to life and liberty,
and having guaranteed those rights
should then call upon her manhood
to protect them with arms in hands.”
In this struggle it would be
necessary to "conscript”
the railways, ships, facto-

classes. These socialist
measures, hitherto feared
or thought impractical,
would be readily accepted
“as the propertied classes
have so shamelessly sold
themselves to the enemy,
the economic conscription
of their property will cause
few qualms to whomsoever
shall administer the Irish
government in the first
days of freedom”.

In sum then, Connolly
saw a socialist transforma-
tion of property relations as
the necessary outcome of a
real struggle for national

® The Starry Plough — the flag of the ICA freedom. He ended his arti-

ries and land of the wealthy

® JAMES CONNOLLY

cle by saying, "If the Irish Volunteers
and Irish Citizen Army is the military
weapon of, the economic conscrip-
tion of its lands and wealth is the
material basis for, that reconguest
[of Ireland]*

This conception of a democratic
revolution flowing into a socialist
revolution became a constant theme
of Connolly's, leading up to the
events of April 24th. Later on he
wrote again that “should it come to a
test in Ireland... the greatest civil as-
set in the hands of the Irish nation
for use in the struggle would be the
control of Irish docks, shipping, rail-
ways and production by Unions that
gave sole allegiance to Ireland”. Or
again on the eve of the insurrection,
as he coined the battle-cry of the Cit-
izen Army he declared:

“We are out for Ireland for the
Irish. But who are the Irish? Not the
rack-renting, slum-owning landlord,
not the sweating profit-grinding cap-
italist; not the sleek and oily lawyer;
not the prostitute pressmen — the
hired liars of the enemy. Mot these
are the Irish upon whom the future
depends. Not these, but the Irish
working class, the only secure foun-
dation upon which a new nation can
be treated.”

From this definition of the social
driving force of the looming national
revolution he logically derived a
socialist programme!

“The cause of labour is the cause
of Ireland, the cause of Ireland is the
cause of labour. They cannot be dis-
severed. Ireland seeks freedom...
Labour seeks to make a free Irish na-
tion the guardian of the interests of
the people of Ireland, and to secure
that end would vest in that free Irish
nation all property rights as against
the claims of the individual, with the
end in view that the individual may
be enriched by the nation, and not
by the spoiling of his fellows."

When Connolly's strategy and
programme is understood it be-

comes obvious how preposterous is
the claim that by joining the Easter

Rising and signing the Proclamation

of the Republic he was reneging on
socialism. He signed away no princi-
ples or abjured no cause. Quite the
reverse. To Connolly, Easter Week
was an essential step on a longer
journey with a more ambitious desti-
nation.

CONNOLLY LEGACY AND
THE MARGINALISATION OF
LABOUR

Revisionist historians blame Con-

" nolly for the subsequent marginali-

sation of the labour movement in
Irish politics. They claim that in the
national struggle, contrary to Con-
nolly's expectations, social and eco-
nomic issues were bound to be
squeezed out. The labour move-
ment, they argue, should have held
aloof and continued to stress purely
working-class issues. But, say the re-
visionists, under the influence of
Connolly's legacy his heirs plunged
into the national struggle, aban-
doned socialism and became indis-
tinguishable from the nationalists.

Unfortunately for both the labour
and national movements the new
labour leaders did not follow in the
socialist-republican tradition pio-
neered by Connelly. This was one of
the great tragedies of medern lrish
history.

Events following 1916 unfolded
in a way remarkably similar to what
Connolly had expected. The
explosion of national sentiment and

fighting spirit is well known. What is .

less acknowledged is the simultane-
ous eruption of working-class mili-
tancy. The most revelutionary phase
of class struggle in Irish history was
unleashed during this period.

The first phase of this (up to
1920) was precipitated by the suc-
cessful general strike against con-
scription in 1918. This was the first
national general strike in the history
of the international working class
and its sweeping success encour-
aged workers to launch a belligerent
crusade for better wages and shorter
hours. A massive strike wave devel-
oped, studded by 18 local general
strikes — there were real battles en-
tailing riots, armed resistance, mass
arrests.

The second phase of this strug-
gle began with the economic reces-
sion of 1920 and lasted until early
1922. The workers' antagonism be-
came more defensive but was no
less determinedly expressed. The
weapon of the local general strike
was replaced by workplace occupa-
tions. All over the country factories,
harbours, railways, gasworks,
mines and quarries were seized by
workers. This eruption culminated
in the “month of soviets”, May
1922, when workers throughout
Munster took over 100 creamery
depots, posted armed guards, elect-
ed management committees and
hoisted the red flag.

At the same time, the Irish work-
ing class brought the methods of the
labour movement to bear on the na-
tional struggle. The anti-conscription
general strike was a death blow
which marginalised the constitution
nationalists and prepared their de-
struction in the 1918 general elec-
tion. This was followed up by mass
strikes in support of republican
hunger-strikers, against executions,
military use of the railways, martial
law, military motor permits and trav-
el restrictions. Without the 1918 gen-
eral strike the national struggle
might never have gotten off the
ground at all and without the 1920
munitions strike the armed struggle
would have been crushed in its in-
fancy.

As a sequel to all this upheaval,
Labour made enormous strides in

popular support. Trade union mem-
bership increased from 100,000 in
1916 to 300,000 in 1921. At the polls,
Labour won 324 seats in the 1820 lo-
cal elections compared to 422 seats
for Sinn Féin. In the 1922 general
elections, Labour scored 21% of the
vote to rival the 21% for Sinn Féin
and 38% for the Free Staters.

All the evidence suggests that
Connolly’s pre-1916 prognosis was
convincingly vindicated. If the na-
tional struggle did not develop into a
socialist phase it was precisely be-
cause his successors did not em-
brace his legacy. The working class
put the Labour leaders in a position
to take the leadership of the national
struggle and press on to victory on
the economic and social fronts. Sad-
ly, these leaders copped out. They
tried to undermine and water down
the popular spontanecus support for
the anti-imperialist resistance.

A favourite argument of the revi-
sionist historians is that when de
Valera said “Labour must wait” the
Labour leaders, voicing Connolly's
strategy, meekly obeyed. This is a
travesty of what actually happened.

In reality, the Labour leaders
were not prepared to nail their
colours to the mast and come out
unequivocally for a republic. Labour
would only go as far as favouring
"salf-determination” {ie a British
withdrawl) after which the form of
government suitable for Ireland
would be decided upon. In line with
this Labour never gave official recog-
nition to Dail Eireann, just as it re-
fused, at its annual conference in
1917, to support the stand taken by
Connolly in 1916,

This puts into perspective
Labour's attitude to the 1918 general
elections. The failure of Labour to
put up candidates is usually present-
ed as symbolic of its general sub-
servience to Sinn Féin. What tran-
spired on that occasion was a bit
more complex.

Labour expected to win no more
that six or seven seats — four of
which were in Dublin. Sinn Féin of-
fered Labour a free run in these four
constituencies, which would have
given Labour effective political domi-
nance in the capital of the country
and the heartland of the working
class. This was a generous offer by
any standard,

The Labour leaders were willing
to do a deal but refused to accept
the one condition laid down by
Sinn Féin, namely the adoption of
abstention from Westminster as a
matter of principle. They were
afraid of offending loyalist trade
unionists and of embarking on a
course of action which had “illegal
and unconstitutional” implications.
Besides they imagined, as was ex-
plained in the president’s address
to the TU Congress in 1919, that the
British Labour Party would soon be
in power at Westminster and in
conjunction with Irish Labour
would legislate home rule for Ire-
land! As a result of this timidity and
hesitation a grass-roots rebellion
rolled through the unions and
forced the opportunist leaders to
retreat. Rather than enter a princi-
pled alliance with Sinn Féin, Labour
withdrew to the side lines.

If Labour's attitude to the 1918
elections symbolised anything it was
the distance which separated Con-
nolly’s successors from the strategy
he had bequeathed them. Whereas
Connolly believed that a republic
was “the only purely political change
worth crossing the street for” and
would only ally with militant seper-
atists, his successors were the exact
opposite; they ran scared of the very
word republic and wheeled and
dealed with the right-wing national-
ists, the Free State. They are still at it
to this day.
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BY PETER O'ROURKE

WITHOUT DOUBT, had a large scale rising taken place
throughout the country, albeit based on the confused and
conflicting plans prepared by the IRB's military council,
the story of Easter Week 1916 might well have been very

different.

A number of factors combined to
frustrate attempts for a successful rising
in large areas of the country outside
Dublin. These included the badly pre-
pared plans for a rising in the country as
a whole; the arrest and depontation of a
number of provincial leaders prior to the
rising, particularly in Munster; the divi-
sions that existed and the secrecy
among the members of the Irish Volun-
teer Executive and the IRB's Military
Council; Eoin Mac Néill's countermand-
ing order; the lack of proper communi-
cations with the commandants in the
provinces and lastly the failure of the
arms ship the Aud and the expected ar-
rival of German support.

That plans existed for a rising out-
side Dublin there is no doubt, but how
elaborate and effective these were is
open to much speculation.

_ Pddraig Pearse’s declaration that
there were in exislence "arrangements
for a simullaneous rising of the whole
country, with a combined plan as sound
as the Dublin plan®”, is supported by
Liam Mellows. He confirmed this follow-
ing his retum to lreland after his escape
from England, to where he had been de-
poried; he had been taken into Pearse’s
confidence and left St Enda’s on the
Thursday before Easter to take com-
mand of the Yolunteer forces in Galway.

Th-nwnﬂphiorllwmmh
country, especially in the south-west
and West of Ireland, is generally be-
lieved to have been similar to the plan
for the rebellion in Dublin, which in-
volved the seizing of defensive positions
— the setling up of garrisons and out-
posis in stralegic public buildings in the
capital — though no conclusive evi-
dence of this plan exists.

If the Dublin plan was indeed a blue-
print for use in other areas, there is little
evidence that it had been explained to
the officers in the provinces; and the
lateness of its announcement (a notice
in the Irish Volunteer of Saturday, April
2nd 1916} would have left little time for
working out details with regard to the
selecting, seizing, provisioning, fortify-
ing and defending of specific buildings
in cities and towns, on the lines of the
Dublin plan, which was being perfected
for more than a year, The success of the
country-wide plan, however, was very
much dependant on the successful land-
ing of the arms and ammunition from
the Aud and the expected arrival of
5,000 German reinforcements.

On the Thursday, April 20th 1916,
Eain Mac Néill, Chief of Staff of the Irish
Velunteers, on leaming of the proposed
riging for the following Sunday was per-
suaded not to cancel the Volunteer ma-
noeuvres for Easter Sunday, having
been reassured that German aid in the
farm of arms and ammunition would
successfully arrive within days. But
within hours the first serious blow to a

country-wide rising occurred,

That night, five Volunteers chosen to
take part in establishing a transmitter to
send messages to British ships to divert
them from the Kerry coast, set out for
Ballyard, near Tralee in County Kerry. In
the early hours of the following mormn-
ing, three of these Volunteers, Charles
Monaghan, Donal Sheehan and Con
Keating, were drowned in the river
Laune after driving off the Ballykissane

pier, due to dense fog.

ARRESTS IN KERRY

Later that morning an event which
was vital to the success of the rising out-
side Dublin cccurred. The German sub-
marine, U19, carrying Roger Casement,
Captain Robert Monteith and Daniel J
Bailey, reached the planned rendezvous
point with the German arms ship, the
Aud. Unaware of the change in plan to
land the arms at Fenit, in County Kemy
on Easter Sunday, instead of Good Fri-
day, the Aud anchored off Tralee Bay
while Casement, Monteith and Bailey
landed in a dinghy from the submarine
at-Banna Strand, at 1.30pm. Hours afler

landing, Casement was arrested at

McKenna's Fort Banna Strand. Monteith
and Bailey travelled to Tralee where Bai-
ley was arrested. Monteith, however,
made his way to Cork.

That day the Kerry Volunteers suf-
fered another fatal blow with the arrest
of Austin Stack, the commandant of Ker-
ry. At 9.28am the following day; rather
than have his cargo of amms fall into the
hands of the British, Captain Karl
Spindler and his crew scultled the Aud
off the Kerry coast. On leaming of the
scutlling, Mac Néill immediately dis-
patched messages throughout the coun-
try cancelling the Easter manoeuvres for
all Volunteers, throwing officers and vol
unteers not only in Dublin, but akso in
the eountry inte confusion and dashing
all hopes of a rising ocutside Dublin.

In anticipation of Volunteer leaders
obstructing the rising, and fully aware
that Mac Néill and Bulmer Hobson were
opposed to it, the Military Council had
instructed IRE members to disregard all
orders exceplt those emanating from
known IRB men. They appear to have
been fully confident that they could
overcome opposition from the Volunteer
Executive and that “their men" would
be capable of committing the whole Val-
unteer arganisation to a rising.

The evidence of any detailed plans
for a rising in most areas in the country
is slight, except for vague general in-
structions to the Limerick, Clare and Gal-
way Brigades about "holding the line of
the Shannon” and “relieving the pres-
sure on Dublin”. Had this co-ordinated
plan for using the line of the Shannon
and for trying to prevent British forces
from penetrating into Connaught been
put inte operation, it might have pro-

longed the rising for a considerable
length of time and would certainly have
given the enemy a more formidable task
than the reduction of Dublin alone gave
them. Like the Dublin plan, it was to
have been a defensive one, but it is diffi-
cult to believe that the handful of Volun-
tears available, even with the addition of
German armaments, would have suc-
cessfully captured and held large cities
and towns like Limerick and Athlone.

The Military Council did, however,
take steps to organise Volunteer move-
ments in the south-western and westem
counties which was to be the main cen-
tre of action outside Dublin. Following
the landing of the arms from Germany
in Kerry at Easter, the commanding offi-
cers of Cork, Kerry, Limerick and Galway
were to occupy positions which would
enable them to cover the amms landing,
and ensure the protection and distribu-
tion of the arms.

PLANS CHANGED

On the eve of the Rising Michael
Calivet, the commandant of Limerick,
who was completing his plans for held-
ing the line of the Shannon from Limer-
ick to Killaloe, County Clare, and captur-
ing Limerick City, had his instructions
altered by the Military Council. On Tues-
day of Easter Week hcwnputmd'\lm
of a vast area covering several counlies
by Pearse, who directed that following
the landing of the arms in Kerry and the
supervision of the collection and distri-
bution of arms for his own men and for
the Galway Volunteers, he was lo attack
police and military barracks and cut tele-
graph, telephone and rail communica-
tions. When all this had been accom-

under his control, they were to march
eastwards and relieve Dublin, in what
was a major shift away from the previ-
ous defensive plans. It is difficult lo un-
derstand the reasons for the sudden
change of plan which would have result-
ed in these poorly trained Limerick Vol-
unteers engaging in an offensive role,
while no such task had been allocated to
the Dublin Volunteers who had been
preparing for a rising in the city for
maone than a year,

The loss of the Aud on Saturday,
April 22nd 1916, threw these plans into
tolal confusion and Mac Néill's counter-
manding order dealt a fatal blow to the
hopes for a successful rising not anly in
the South and West, but throughout the
country. Calivet, believing that the Ris-
ing should now be postponed and hav-
ing received no new instructions from
Pearse, cancelled all arrangements for
the Easter Sunday mobilisation of Vaol-
unteers. At 2pm on Easter Monday, he
received a communication from Pearse,
having earlier received a message from
him saying that “everything was off for
the present”, announcing that the
Dublin Brigade was going into action at
noon that day, and the instructions to
Calivel were “carry out your orders”.

CHAOTIC SITUATION
The situation in the southem coun-
ties and in Limerick was chaotic, These
orders were now no longer relevant fol-

' A train {fr»rmled by ".I'L:-Iunit,t,rs on the Great Southern and 'l“r'l.‘S.TLFH Railway near Portarlington during E aster wepk
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lowing the loss of the Aud. The police
and military in the south-west were on
full alert and heavily reinforced. For the
Volunteers, having being demaobilised
due to Mac Néill's countermanding or-
der, it would have been impractical in
the circumstances to go on the offen-
sive, It is not surprising, therefore, that
in such a confused atmosphere, a rising
did not happen in Limerick.

In other counties, which were to
have been involved in holding of the
line of the Shannon, the situation was
utterly confused following Mac Néill's
countermanding order. Nevertheless,
the Volunteers were active in several
counties.

In Kerry, the capture of Stack and lo-
cal leaders, who were planning to res-
cue Casement, left the 300 Volunteers
leaderless with none of them knowing
the plans for the Rising or what to-do.
Having waited many hours for news of
events, they eventually retumed to their
hames.

Pierce McCann, O/C of the Tipperary
Volunteers, having received the counter-
manding order, disbanded his men.
However, McCann agreed with two local

Tipperary IRE men, Sedn Treacy, (later.

killed in action during the Tan War] and
Eamonn O’ Dwyer, that Tipperary Volun-
teers would go into action if the Cork
and Limerick men would co-operate, but
though contact was made with these

In Leitrim, Cavan and Westmeath,
counties which were to have been in-
volved in the plan to hold the line of the
Shannon, attempls were made to rally
the Volunieers but without success

DEFENSIVE ACTION ONLY

As Brigade Commandant of Cork, -

Tomés Mac Curtain mobilised the entire
Volunleer movement in Cork, number-
ing over 1,000 men and issued orders
for them to assemble at Crookstown. On
leaming of Mac Néill's order on Easter
Sunday, April 23rd 1916, he decided to
avoid further confusion and allowed
units to proceed as arranged to Crook-
stown, where exercises took place. In
the afternoon Mac Curtain, mistakenly
believing that the cancellation of ma-
noeuvres from Dublin was backed by
the Military.Council, cancelled manoeu-
vres himself and directed all Volunteers
fo retum to their areas.

Having set up headquarters in the
Volunteer Hall in Sheares Street, he
made a decision, one which he did not
take lightly, that the Volunteers who
were poorly armed, would act only in a
defensive capacity.

During the week of fighting in
Dublin, Bishop Daniel Coholan and the
Lord Mayor of Cork, T.C. Butterfield, ar-
ranged a compromise with Caplain Dick-
iz on the British side stipulating that no
Volunteer arrests would be made in
Cork provided the local Volunteers sur-
rendered their arms. Guarantees made
on the British side were not honoured
and Mac Curtain and ten other Volun-
tears were arrested on May 2nd.

The only fighting that occurred in
Cork took place the previous day during
a raid on the Kent home at Bawnard in
Castlelyons, near Fermoy. During the
defence of their home against British
military and police, Richard Kent was
killed, One brother, David, severely
wounded, was sentenced to death, but
the sentence was later commuted to pe-
nal servitude. Another brother, Thomas,
was courtmartialled, sentenced to death
and executed on May Sth,

In County Galway, nearly 1,000 Vol-
unteers rallied to the standard raised by
Liam Mellows. Having captured the po-
lice barracks at Oranmore and occupied
Athenry, they were reluctantly forced to
disband when they realised their posi-
tion was hopeless. Mellows, however,
refused to surrender and eventually
rmade his way to America,

Volunteers from Belfast, Derry and
Tyrone were to have arrived in Galway
lo co-operate with Mellows, in the origi-

nal plan of holding the line of the Shan-
non. Men from Belfast went as far as
Coalisland, County Tyrone, on Easter

Saturday, April 22nd, with two days ra-
tions, but the confusion and uncertainty
which they met resulted in their return
home.

In military formation Volunteers left
Dundalk and marched to Ardee. Road-
blocks were set up and RIC prisoners
taken. The men then marched back to
Castlebellingham whera they took over
the RIC barracks and dispatches which
had arrived from Dublin to Dundalk.

While the Louthmen tramped miles,
under the command of Dan Hannigan,
trying 1o link up with the other groups
and ultimately missing the Fingal, North
County Dublin/Meath group led by
Thomas Ashe, which did tum out, one
of their number, Sedn MacEntee, suc-
ceeded in reaching the GPO before the
surrender.

ASHBOURNE VICTORY

‘About 50 Volunteers, the Fingal Bal-
talion, under the Command of Ashe,
overran North County Dublin, capturing
police barracks and taking nearly 100
prisoners. Their greatést achievement
was a striking viclory over superior
forces at Ashboume, County Meath, on
Friday, April 28th. Like most of the men
who had risen, Ashe and his comrades
were reluctant to surrender and only did
s0 following a meeting between one of
his men, Richard Mulcahy and Pearse in
Arbour Hill Military Prison.

In County Weodford, Volunteers were
disbanded following Mac Néill's coun-
termanding order, but there the news of
the Rising in Dublin had the effect which
Pearse and the other leaders had hoped
for — it brought out some of the deter-
mined Volunieers led by Seamus Doyle
and Sean Etchingham. On Thursday,
April 2Tth, the insurgents occupied the
town of Enniscorthy, established head-
quarters and controlled the town. An-
other party occupied Vinegar Hall. The
police barricaded themselves in their
barracks, and remained there until re-
lieved. Fighting had barely commenced
when news came of the surrender in
Dublin, and a truce was called. Doyle
and Etchingham, the Wexford leaders,
were allowed lo visit Pearse in Kilmain-
ham Jail and he confirmed the surren-
der. “Hide your arms,” he told them,
“You'll need themn again”.

GALLANT EFFORTS

Gallant though the efforts of officers
and Volunteers in North County Dublin,
Cork, Galway and Wexford were during
Easter Week 1916 and the willingness of
those in other counties to enter the
fight, in the circumstances that existed
at the time the Rising in the country was
doomed to failure from the very begin-
ning. Despite the loss of the Aud and
Mac Néill's countermanding order, ade-
quate communications between the IRB
Military Council and the provinces was
lacking and this must be reckoned as an
important facter in the collapse of such
plans that did exist for a rising in the
provinces.

But perhaps the most important fac-
ter in the failure of the plan for a country
rising, however, was the evident non-ex-
istence of the control claimed to have
been wielded by the IRB over the Volun-
teers. Apart from the very general secret
instructions issued by Pearse to some of
the IRB Volunteer officers early in 1916,
which were not understood by even all
the senior commanding officers to be
definite plans for a rising, IRB officers in
the Volunteers, and indeed the members
of the Supreme Council itself, knew
practically none of the secrets of this or-
ganisation. The ordinary rank and file
members of the IRE appear to have
been kept completely in the dark regard-
ing the Rising.

Considering the fact that the Dublin
plans, the garrisons and outposts held
by the Volunteers and Irish Citizen Army,
and supported by members of Fianna
Eireann and Cumann na mBan, held out
against the full strength of the Eritish
army for one week, it is quite conceiv-
able that a general rising throughout the
country could have lasted for a much
longer period.
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An Piarsach mar

® Pidraig Mac Piarais — loinnigh meon |
an oideachasdra ina chroi is ina aigne

oideachasoir

 alarran ot on chéad uair
Foilsiodh an t-alt ﬂuil:e, i 1979. An t-Gdar cailidil

Suilleabhain, nach maireann,

iris Chonradh na_Gae
Ghaeilge Diarmuid O
a scriobh.

i bhFeasta,

NACH BEAG A CHLOISTEAR faoin bPiarsach mar
oideachaséir na saolta seo? Ni féidir a ra faoi nach bhfuil
na foinsi eolais ann — Scoil Eanna, iardhaltai da chuid,
agus an chéad chaibidil (teidealach) den Murder Machine

trachtas ata thar a bheith glé.

An té a léifeadh an aiste 0d go
clramach thiocfadh sé cinnte dearfa
ar mheon an oideachaséra a loin-
nigh i geroi is in aigne an Phiarsaigh.
Tagann dhé fhocal go mér chun cinn
ansin — saoirse agus ionspiordid. Ni
bhionn scoil go sacirse (Deir sé linn
amh, nach seasfadh sé don ainriail)
— saoirse chirsal 1éinn, saoirse don
mhiinteoir, saoirse shaothair ach go
hairithe don dalta. Ni rud é an dalta a
mbriitear rudai eile isteach ann, fid
"exotic excellences” mar a chuir sé
féin é. Miorbh ionann torthai na
pounding na cramail agus fior-
oideachas.

Ba & ba dhea-oideachasdir ann
dar leis an bPiarsach na fear nd bean
a scacilfeadh dé phearsantacht is da
dhaonnacht féin teagmhdil go
flaithidil is dul i bhfeidhm go
spreaguil ar na mic léinn, ni ar
mhaithe len iad a ghabhdil na a
phlédd le heolas ach len iad a
dhiiseacht le go ndéanfai a geuid
foinsi foghlama féin a bheod. Ba
thdbhachtai an gheit (d chun saoil is
féineolais, is mar sin chun léinn
fhoirfe, i ndeireadh baire na aon
lastéil né l6déil a d'fhéadfadh na tri
‘R.s" né aon fhoghlaim én mbéal
amach a dhéanamh.

0IDI MI-OIRIUNACHA

Uime sin deir sé nach raibh 50%
d'oidi a linne féin-in oiridint go
pearsanta don ghlacch nd don obair
a bhi idir lamha acu. Bhain
oideachas le haltramas na sean a
bheag né a mhér go faill, is é sin

dlithcheangal spioradélta agus
praiticidil a bheith idir an t-oide
{athair/mathair/altramais) agus an
dalta. Glaoch ard is uasal ceirde é
seo fid sa la atd inniu ann nd bionn
oidi den scoth mar iad seo tearc ar
thalamh saolta cuma cén modh, nd
oilidint sactar orthu. Bua & seo a
bhaineann le hanam an duine féin sa
mhidintecir. (Ba ar an mbonn seo a
bunaiodh Coldiste na bhFiann roinnt
blianta & shin | Ros Muc). Ba & seo
an fabht | scéim scolaiochta an

Phiarsaigh ar bhealach — cheap sé
go seolfadh EIRE teagascéiri ar aon
chroi is mianach leis féin uaithi bliain
droim bliana. Nior dhein nd ni
dhéanfaidh faol mar até carsai ion-
trala agus oililna sa 1a atéd inniu ann.
Tathar ann a déarfadh ar ndéigh
nach bhféadfai a bheith ag sdil le
hardlion muinteoiri den idéalmbhi-
anach (d is go mbeadh san iontu-
igthe go leor déinne-ach amhdin
séaridéalal.

An rud nach bhfuil inghlactha is
ea an fhiric gur ar éigin ma d'éirigh
leis an Stat breacuimhir nd sas taos
an idéaloideachais féin a sholathar.
Maolaiodh ar shiolteagasc
oideachasdil an Phiarsaigh diaidh ar
ndiaidh agus tugadh cdl ar fad leis le
déanai i gColdisti Qilidna an
tSaorstéit. s riléir san ar chaoile a
geuid torthai, gan comhré as Gaeilge
ar a dtoil ag go leor acu féin.

Fés, &mh, maireann riomhadh
ceannrodach an Phiarsaigh mar
cheannline. Ni hionann teip seo an
abharachais indr measc agus ceadi-
nas chun cluas bhodhar a imirt ar
choincheap uasal. Ni fal go spéir ér

e

® Mac Piarais (ar dheis) in éide Oglach ag sochraid Ui Dhonnabhain Rosa i

1915

dteip nd buanbhac ar iarracht a
dhéanamh druidim le larline a chuid
eiseamldire. Thug sé ais ddinn le
machnamh uirthi ar ghrafphaipéar
an oideachais — buntreoir
thabhachtach. Cheana féin is follas
diinn feo agus easpa a bheith
séalaithe anuas ar anam &r muintire
ni amhdin i gedrsai idéalachais ach i
sruthanna saolta chomh maith.
Thugamar an iomad den chdl leis an
geist dichasach — bunchloch
oideachais dar leis an bPiarsach, is
ma thug d'iocamar as an bhfailli no
chrap na cinemhatéin ionainn diaidh
ar ndiaidh agus sinn ag bocléim i
ndiaidh an geist Ecrpaigh — cibé ni
& féin!

IONSPIORAID

0 thaobh &r leanai de, chomh
maith len iad a mhidscailt chun a
mbuanna is chun a bhfiintais fhei-
dhmidchéna féin, molann an Pi-
arsach diinn ionspiordid a sholathar
go fairsing forleathan. Aris bionn a
leithéid seo de bhua fite fuaite le
pearsantacht an mhaistir. An rud
nach mbionn agat féin no nach lon-
naitear ionat is deacair & a bhron-
nadh uait ar éinne eile. Cinnte bhi an
chéiliocht Gd, an ionspioréid, go han-
tréan i gcuisle an Phiarsaigh — ba é
a chuisle beatha & ar bhealach. Ba ni
stairidil agus ni reamhstairigil
priomhshamhaltach i an ionspioréid
seo. Luann sé ina leith uaisleacht na
Craoibhe Rua is na Tdna féin fig,
idéalachas na Féinne iar sin agus
daonlathas na Criostaiochta tri
bhithin a cuid naomh is a gcuid
scoileanna. (Sileann a chuid
naimhde an dearcadh seo a thiontd
in aghaidh an Qideachasdra Eirean-
naigh seo ceal aon rédhomhain-
thuiscint a bheith acu féin a thab-
hacht n& ‘ar thionchar na
bpriomhshamhaltacha, murab io-
nann agus Jung).

Bhain creideamh, cuma ¢ bheith
Criostdil, paganta no eile le hions-
pioraidid né ba é comhlionadh agus
iomnland an duine & ar an saol seo
chomh maith leis an saol eile. Ba
aidhm phriomhdha an Oideachais é
seo, go ndéanfai neach foirfe den
duine ina chorp is ina anam sa
mhéid ab fhéidir, agus de na cean-
gail diamhra eatarthu. Bheadh idir
chorpoilidint agus cheirdoilidint go
midr chun tosaigh san obair seo agus
thabharfai cead a chinn ach go
hairithe d'aocn bhua né filntas féin-
chur-in-idl a nochtfadh an dalta,

Ni go dti le firdhéanai a leathadh
scoip an churaclaim mar sin inar
scoileanna freacnairceachta! Dar an
Piarsach ba iad an Fhirinne, an
Dilseacht, an Uaisleacht agus Cré-
gacht an Chirt na saintréithe a bhain
leis an dalta dea-oilte.

Beireann seo sinn chuig an Tir
Dhdchais, chuig an Naisiiin Eirean-
nach murab ionann agus coilineacht
laethanta an Murder Machine.
Labhrann an Piarsach go smaoin-
teach clramach faoin Maisilinachas.
Ni fearr rud na a bhriathra féin a
bhreacadh sios: “The value of the
national factor in education would
appear to rest chiefly in this, that it
addresses itself to the most gener-
ous side of the child’s nature urging
himself to live up to his final self...
the factor of nationality is of prime
importance apart altogether from
any propagandist views the teacher
may cherish”. (Nach annamh a luann
critici an Phiarsaigh an rditeas ad!)
"The school which neglects it com-
mits, even from a purely pedagogic
point of view, a primary blunder. It
neglects one of the most powerful of
educational sources”. (Beag an baol
go luann revisionists an lae inniu &
sin rémhinic.)

MUINEADH NA GAEILGE
Faoi chlé na tuairimiochta seo is
ea thagann an Ghaeilge is a teagasc
mar theanga bheo. Tuigeadh go
maith don oideachasdir sa Phiarsach

gur tibhachtai teanga dhichais thire
né direach friotal né liosta focal
cuma iad a bheith éagsdil maidir le
cuid na teanga on iasacht, gur car-
bad nd seansoitheach priomh-
shamhaltach | teanga, ni a iom-
praionn cinechuimhne, cinebheart-
aiocht agus idir chultir agus traidis-
itin fhréamhach na Priomh-Mhuin-
tire. Té an freagra ag an bPiarsach
anseo don mbarbarcheist: What
good is Irish? Deir sé linn gur theip
ar Chromail, ar an dioltas a lean
1798, ar ‘ceannacht’ Pitt, na Gaeil a
bhascadh tacbh spride de,... “There
still remained a stubborn Irish thing
— enshrined mainly in the Irish lan-
guage.”

Tugann sé le fios ddinn freisin
gur éirigh leis an gcoras oideachais
ghallda in Eirinn — The Murder Ma-
chine. "It is because the English edu-
cational system in Ireland has delib-
erately eliminated the national factor
that it has so terrifically succeeded in
making slaves of us.” Rud ata fior sa
I até inniu ann; nil le déanamh ach
féachaint ar an “elimination of the
national factor” i ATE 1 agus RTE 2
chun sin a thuiscint né ni féidir a
shéanadh gur mé é tionchar na teil-
ifise ar mheon na hdige anois né
tionchar cideachais ar bith,

SIOLOIDEACHASOIR

Qileadh an scribhneoir seo mar
mhlintecir um 1948-1951 i gColsiste
Phadraig, Dromconrach, Baile Atha
Cliath. Chuala mé ansin faoi Froebel
is Montessori, Freud, Adler, Jung is
go leor leor eile a raibh baint acu leis
an oideachas, ach, oiread is tagairt
amhdin, nior deineadh don
Phiarsach mar Oideachasdir. Narbh
aisteach an ni & sin? N6 ar tuigeadh
cas & thire amach ansco don bhicar
dilis féin (d nuair a dairt sé an ni seo
leanas: “A new educational system
in Ireland has to do more than re-
store a national culture. It has to re-
store manhood to a race that has
been deprived of it. Along with inspi-
ration it must therefore, bring a cer-
tain hardening. "Bhain cinnteacht le
prionsabail oideachais Mhic Phiarais
murab ionann is an leimhe is an gal-
lzithris a cleachtaiodh o shin i leith.

Sioloideachasdir ab ea an Pi-
arsach sa raon is leithne. Na nior
bhain an t-oideachas Gd le fuiliobairt
né leis an ‘mBés Glarmhar’ da mhéid
a libann a naimhde a chuid focal. Ar
n-intleachtdiri mar dhea! Tuigeadh
do Phédraig Mac Piarais morthab-
hacht na hérsalochta chomh maith le
tabhacht phearsanta na harsaiochta
rud ba léir 6n tagairt a rinne sé do na
Mdérmhaistri Ealaine is a gcuid
damhscoileanna, cuma Scoileanna
Eigse Fhili na Mumhan iar Cionn
tSdile né na hoideachasdiri
dichasacha deiridh — na Scolairi
Bochta agus Scoileanna Scairte.

Ma ta locht air is & déine agus
dofhéla a chuid oideachais — idéal
na cainiochta Gd. Amhail Chriost ba
mhdistir dian &, ni tacbh an smachta
cherportha de ach taobh na spride.
Chruthaigh siad araon seo go
pearsanta agus gabhann siolteagasc
is ionspoirdid leis seo freisin dar
ndéigh. Ach d'fhéadfadh Pédraig
Mac Piarais a bheith an-phraiticidil
fadaraionach freisin: “Our English-
Irish Systems take absolutely no
cognisance of the difference be-
tween individuals, of the difference
between localities, of the difference
between urban & rural comunities,
of the difference springing from a
different ancestry”.

Dairire an le faitios roimh an
oideachasdir ab ea an Piarsach ann a
cheap na revisionists piocadh as
agus é leathchian marbh — na
Shaws is na Cruise O'Briens et al? T3
an dealramh ar an scéal gur tu-
igeadh d& naimhde iarbhais gur sa

. ghné dd den tirghrathéir a mhair an

siol ba righne taobh dighalli de. Is
fil smacineamh ar sin,
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Imeachtai

PICKET ON US EMBASSY
Opposing US policy in Central
America
E" ams:m: pm

very
Bi&'d!s‘l::»-iv::lgnillailr
DUBLIN

NORTH AND SOUTH DUBLIN
RECLAIM THE SPIRIT OF
EASTER CTTEE
Meets Bpm every Thursday
16 North Great George's Street
DUBLIN
to organise a fitting celebration for
this year's 75th anniversary of the
1918 Rising
Everybody welcome

ANTI-EXTRADITION MEETING
Meets 6.45pm every Tuesday
DRC

DUBLIN

20 PANEL PHOTOGRAFPHIC
EXHIBITION AVAILABLE
Apply in writing to: 75th
Anniversary Committee,
/o 16 North Great
George's Street, Dublin 1
or phone 860028 after 9pm
Book early

WANTED
Bands for Newry Easter Parade
Contact: Newry 68538 or
66633 after 6pm
All expenses will be covered

TAELE QUIZ
Thursday 28th March
Hermitage Bar
NEWRY
Taille: £2

EASTER TO SLAVERY
The events of 1916 and their
modern
day context in poetry, drama and

5009
Performed by Maighréad Meadbh
and
Gemy McGovemn
g.3Upm Fnday 259th (Good Friday)
March
DRC Crow Street
DUBLIN
Taille £2
Disco after parformance

SPIRIT OF 1916
MARCH & RALLY
Speakers from
Spirit of Easter 1916
Committee, Dublin and
performance by Rosetree Theatre
Group
Assemble 12 noon Saturday
30th March al
Whittington Park
{off Holloway Road)
Nearest tube Archway
Rally 2.30-5pm Camden
Irish Centre
52 Camden Square
LONDON NW1

BARELEY, Danny. Happy Easter to
Danny. From Moum, Dad, and family.
BAREKLEY, Danny. Happy Easter to my
grandson. From granda and granny
Barkley, uncle Christie, aunt Philomena
and wee Gerald.

BARELEY, Danny. Happy Easter big
brother. From Eileen and Liam.
BEANNACHTAI NA CASCA do Mar-
tin Molloy, Peter Whelan, Dee Doherty
(H-Blocks) Ailish Carroll (Maghaberry)
Decky Moen, Conchur Mac Giolla
Mhuire, Tarlac O Conghaile, Tony
Miller (Crumlin Road) and especially
to Dominic Martin and Peadar O
Doibhlin, not long now. O Sean Mér,
Béal Feirste.

BEANNACHTAI NA CASCA. To all
imprisoned Irish republican soldiers
throughout the world. Though your

bodies are imprisoned, your spirits.

soar free and your sacrifice keeps the
flames of freedom burning high. We
will be free, that is a certainty. "Carry
on my gallant comrades, victory and
freedom get closer each day.” You are
always in my thoughts, God bless the
struggle for freedom. UTP. Victory to
the IRA. "The struggle is my life” Nel-
son Mandela. From Sedn “Jock'. Eng-
land.

BRADLEY, JJ. Happy Easter John.
From Eileen and Liam.

BRADLEY, JJ. Happy Easter. From the
Barkley family.

BULLOCE, Martin (H7, Long Kesh).
Easter Greetings Martin. From your dar-
ling wife Anne Marie. XXX

BULLOCE, Martin (H7, Long Kesh).
Easter Greetings Daddy. Lots of love.
From your sons Martin, Seamus, Karl
and davghter Catherine. XXX
BUTLER, Eddie (Frankland). Wishing
you a very happy Easter Eddie. All our
love, From your Mother, Father, John
and all the gang in New York.
CARMODY, John (Portlacise). Best
wishes for Easter John. All our love from
your wile Jennifer and daughter Sarah.
XXX

CARMODY, John (Portlacise). Happy
Easter to my son John. Lot of love from
Mammy.

COYLE, Ciaran (Long Kesh). Easter
Greetings Ciaren. Love and missing you
always. From you loving wifle Tina. XXX
COYLE, Ciaran {(Long Kesh). Easter
Groetings Ciaran. We all love you. From
your Mum and Dad and all at home.
COYLE, Ciaran (Long Kesh). Easter
Greetings Daddy. We love you. From
Tanya, Tracy, Shea and Ciara. XX
CULLEN, Carcl; McINTYRE, Tony.
Beannachtaf na Casca do Mhamaf agus
Dhhaidi. Le grd mér 6 Chliodhna agus Ea-
mann.

DONNELLY, Steven {Long Kesh). Soli-
darity Greetings at Easter from everyone
at Killyliss.

DUFFY, Sean (A Wing, Crumlin Road).
Easter Greetings. From Maggie and chil-
dren. Sent with lots of love.

EASTER GREETINGS to all POWs at
home and abroad. Thinking of you al-
ways. From the McVeigh family, Ander-
sonstown.

EASTER GREETINGS to all POWs es-
pecially Ella O°'Dwyer. From Pat Hack-
etL

EASTER GREETINGS to all POWs in
England, Ireland and in Europe. From
the boys in South London, especially
Dale and Robert. Tiocfaidh dr 14.
EASTER GREETINGS to all republi-

eannachtaf

na Cédsc

can POWs at home and abroad. From the
Matithew Kane Sinn Féin Cumann, Tal-
lamaore.

EASTER GREETINGS to Angelo Fusco
and comrades (Portlacise) and all Irish
POWs both home and abroad. From John
and Gretta, Dublin.

EASTER GREETINGS to Brd and
Dessie. From Clarke/S8mith Sinn Féin
Cumann.

EASTER GREETINGS to Bra and
Gusay. From The Hench.

EASTER GREETINGS to Brd and
Gussy. From Valley Park Football Team.
EASTER GREETINGS to Dessie and
Bri. From Tina, Finglas.

EASTER GREETINGS to Dessie Ellie.
From Pat Bell and family, Finglas
EASTER GREETINGS to Dessie Ellis
from the Finglag Anti-Extradition Com-
mittes.

EASTER GREETINGS to Ella
O'Dwyer. From the Republican Move-
ment, North Tipperary.

EASTER GREETINGS to Fitzy, Kiwi,
Dessie Ellie and all prisoners every-
where, From Terence MacSwiney Sinn
Féin Comann, Shannon.

EASTER GREETINGS to Liam
FDwyer and Paddy McLaughlin. From
Pat Bell and family, Finglas.

EASTER GREETINGS to my husband
Pat McGennity (H4 Long Kesh). From
your loving wife Sarah.

EASTER GREETINGS to Pat McGen-
nity (H4 Long Kesh). From Father,
Mother and Raymond.

EASTER GREETINGS to Nicky, Brua,
Jerry, Mick, Bottler, Gusey and all the

other lads in Portlacise. From Pat Bell
and family, Finglas.

EASTER GREETINGS to priscners,
dear friends and families and all those
playing their part in the long fight for a
United Ireland. From Lynette and Owen
Roe O'Neill, Sydney, Australia.
FITZGERALD, Gerald (Portlacise).
Happy Easter Fitzy. Last one kid. Got
the bathroom painted. Danny, Eilish and
kids.

FODX, Paddy (C Wing Crumlin Road).
Solidarity Greetings at Easter. From An-
thony.

JACKSON, Rab. Happy Easter Rab.
From Mum, Dad and Eamon.
JACKSON, Rab. Happy Easter Rab.
With love from Angie.

JACKSON, Rab. Happy Easter Rab.
From Jake and Chrissie. Also from Col-
lette and Hoss.

JACESON, Rab. Happy Easter Rab.
From Pauline and Raddo. Also from Car-
ol and i

JACEKSON, Rab. Happy Easter Rab.
From Theresa and Gargy. Also from Mar-
tine and Gary; and from Mick and
Roisin.

KEENAN, Brian. Happy Easter Brian.
From Chrissig, Sean and Bernadette.
EEENAN, Brian. Happy Easter Dad.
From Ann-Marie and Jimmy.

KEENAN, Brian. Happy Easter Dad.
From Chrissie and Jake.

KEENAN, Brian. Happy Easter Dad.
From Frankie and Alice.

KEENAN, Brian. Happy Easter Dad.
From Jeanette and Kieran.
MacGUREK, Patsy (H6 Long Kesh).

EASTER REUNION DINNER
Traditional musicians
7.30pm Sunday 31st March
Roger Casement Irish Centre
131 St John's Way
LONDON N19
Taille £13 per person
(includes three-course meal with
complimentary glass of wine & Irish
coffea)

DRUMBOE MARCH
Easter Sunday 31st March
Buses leave Strabane
1.30pm Innisfree Gardens
1.45pm Health Centre
persons wishing to travel should

give

their names to any Sinn Féin
member
Fare £2

BALLAD SESSION
Music by Kevin O'Brien and friend
9 30pm Easter Sunday 31st March
Ormond Hotel
MEMNAGH
Organised by North Tipperary
Sinn Féin

PICKET
DUBLIN GOVERNMENT'S
EASTER COMMEMORATION
Sunday 31st March
Assemble 10.45 US|
Morth Great George's Street
DUBLIN
{continued on page 19)

Research
project
A chairde,
May I draw the attention
of your readers to a research

project that may involve
them.

This year is the T5th An-
niversary of the 1916 Easter

REPUBLICAN GRAVES
ASSOCIATION

Rising. In order to pay proper
tribute 1o all Derry's republi-
can dead from 1916 unul the
present time, we need to iden-
tify and locate the graves of
all deceased republicans lying
in Demy City Cemetery. For
this present campaign we
have a complete list and flag-
poles are up at every grave
and a Tricolour flown over

in any way.

cach Easter.
Is mise,

Centre,

them each Easter. However,
we are aware that the graves
of some deceased republicans
are not identified nor marked

Our committee wishes to
identify all these graves and
so we appeal to APIRN read-
eTrs, amnngsl whom arc un-
doubtedly relatives of these
republicans. We would great-
ly appreciate it if relatives
with this information would
contact me at the above ad-
dress as soon as possible,
preferably prior to Easter. Our
initial priority would be sim-
ply to update our lists.

In addition, we would be
véry interested in research-

years. At a later stage, ideal-
ly this year, we hope to pub-
lish this. All help for this
project, particularly during
the early days where infor-
mation may be scarce, will
be gratefully received and
help ensure that such people
are properly remembered

Jacky Walker
¢/o Shantallow Sinn Fein

648 Racecourse Road,
Derry. Telephone 359747
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From Mum, Dad and Brendan. Tiocfaidh
fir .

MacGURE, Patsy (H6 Long Kesh).
From brother Martin, Jackie and
Michael.

MacGURE, Patsy (H6 Long Kesh).
From sister Libby, Raymond, Darren and
Stefun. Keep smiling.

MacGURE, Patsy (H6 Long Kesh).
From auntie Margarcet and family.
McALEESE, Patrick Pearse (H3 Long
Kesh). Easter Greetings. From Mum,
Monica and Mel.

McALEESE, Patrick Pearse (H3 Long
Eesh). Have a Happy Easter. From Har-
1y, Geraldine, Kevin and Gerry.
McALEESE, Patrick Pearse (H3 Long
Kesh). Have a Happy Eagter. From Pe-
ter, Roisin, Gary and Brendan.
McALEESE, Patrick Pearse (H3 Long
Kesh). Have & Happy Easter.Pearse. From
John, Jacintha, Leona and Michael. Also
from David, Bronagh, Danny and Paul
McALEESE, Patrick Pearse (H3 Long
Kesh). Have a Happy Easter.Pearse.
From Micheal, Michele, Séan and Mark.
MceCUSEERMeMULLAN Comman,
Swatragh. Greetings to our comrades
Colm McGuigan, Seamuos Kearney, Sea-
mus Mullan.

MecLAUGHLIN, Sean. Happy Easter
Sean. From the Barkley family.
MecNALLY, Louis (Long Kesh). Easter
Grectings to my darling husband Lowis,
From your ever-loving wife Annette.
Laowe and miss you., XXX

MeNALLY, Louis (Long Kesh). Enster
Greetings to my dear Daddy, From your
loving daughter Louise. Love and miss
you, XXX

McVEIGH, Tom (H3 Long Kesh). Easter
Grectings to you and all yoour comrades.
Thinking of you always. Love from Dad
and the twins.

MeVEIGH, Tom (H3 Long Kesh). Our
thoughts and prayers are with you Tom.
All our love. Noreen, Paul and Margaret,
McVEY, Micky Easter Greetings to you
and all your comrades. Thinking of you
always. From Tommy and twins.
MOLLOY, Martin (H3). Easter Greet-
ings to the Brackagh Skinhead, all the
best. O do chara Sean Mar.

MOORE, Dermot (Long Kesh). Happy
Easter (Big Boy). From you loving wife
Kathleen. Thinking of you always. Love
and miss you. XNX

MOORE, Dermol (Long Keah). Easter
Greetings from your children John, Joanne
and Kyla, Love and miss you, XXX
O'DWYER, Ella (Durham). Happy East-
er to cur daughtor Ella and all POWs.
From Mum, Dad and family.

O'HAGAN, Sean (H1 Long Kesh], East-

“er Greetings from your Toving wife Roisin

and your children, Tracy, Mdiréad,
Denise, Kevin, Sedn Og and Ursula.
O'NEILL, Fearghal {C Wing Crumlin
Road). Easter Greetings from all at Killy-
brackey.

O'NEILL, Fearghal (C Wing Crumlin
Road). Fondest Easter Greetings from
Mum and Dad.

O'NEILL, Fearghal {C Wing Crumlin
Road). From Maura, Tiarnan, Conall,
and Sacirse with love at Easter.
O'NEILL, Joe. Happy Easter Joe. From
the Barkley family.

QUINN, Frankie. Happy Easter to
Frankie and all the Tyrone lads. From
Paddy and Ann Barkley and family.
WRIGHT, Marie. Easter Greetings to
you and your comrades. Thinking of you
always. From the McVeigh family.
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Irish prisoners in Britain —
fight for repatriation is heating up

the legal

POWSs — bring them home

IRISH PRISONERS in British jails received a tremen-
dous boost when the Birmingham Six were re-
leased. One of the first calls the Six made was one
for immediate repatriation — the transfer of Irish
prisoners to jails in Ireland. Now the legal fight for

repatriation is heating up.

In two separate legal cases, Irish
POWSs are demanding the right to
finish their sentences in Six-County
prisons. By locking Irish republicans
away in inaccessible prisons, the
British Home Office is simply
attempting to break their morale,

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary) In provd and loving memory of Vol
Patrick Campbell, 2nd Battalion, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
shot dead on active service on March
26th 1972 "As long as Ireland is unfree,
the only honourable attitude for Irish
men and women is an attitude of revolt”
— PH Pearse. Always remembered by his
friende and comrades in the Belfast
Brigade.

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary). In pl'ﬂlll‘l and loving memary of my
dear son Vol Patrick Camphell, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
on March 26th 1972, St Fnu-i:l:. pray for
him. Proudly today your memory we
treasure, missing you always, forgeiting
you never. Always remembered by his
mother.

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary) In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died en March 25th 1972. 5t Antho-
ny, pray for him. He died as he lived,
fighting for the cause of Irish freedom.
Always remembered by his brother An-
thony, sister-in-law Bernadette and fami-
I

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary) In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972. Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pray for him. Always re-
membered by his brother Eddie.

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-

sary). In proud and loving memory of my

QUINN. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the families, especially
Pauline Quinn (Maghaberry), of
John, Dwayne, Malcolm and Tommy.
From Frankie Quinn, Long Kesh,
TAFFEE. Decpest sympathy is ex-
tended to Jim and the entire Taflbe
family on the death of his wile
Gabriel who died on March 17th
1991, From the Delaney/Doherty
Sinn Féin Cumann, Newry.
TAFFEE. Deepest sympathy to Jim
and family on the death of his wife
Gabriel who died on March 1Tth
1891. From Meath Comhairle Cean-
tair Sinn Féin.

hurting them through their families.
The cost of regular travel to Britain
and the antagonism which the visit-
ing families suffer is only part of the
problem. Relatives often turn up at
the prison only to find that the POW
is not there as prisoners have been

repeatedly transferred fmm jail to
jail without notice to anyone.

Robert ‘Roy’ Walsh, Billy Arm-
strong and Paul Holmes were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in
November 1973 at Winchester. Six
others were sentenced with them
and all of these have been either re-
leased or transferred to Six-County
jails. On March 22nd they were
granted leave to appeal their sen-
tences by the Court of Appeal in
London.

All but one of those who were

[ nDil C

dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972. 51 Jude,
pray for him. “Life springs from death
and from the graves of patriot men and
women pring living nations.” Always re-
membered by his sister Anne and kids
Leanna, Pddraig and Conor.
CAMPBELL, Patrick {19th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972, Mary,
Gueen of the Gael, pray for him. Deep in
my heart your memory is kept, to love
and to cherish and never forget, so deep
are your memories special they siay, no
passing of time can take them away. Al-
ways loved and remembered by his sister
Hathleen, brother-in-law Colum and fam-
ily.

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Camphell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972, St Martin,
pray for him. Always remembered by his
brother Brendan, sister-in-law Jo and

. nieces Siobhdn and Sorcha.

CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972 Thanks for

“huimhne

the years we shared, the love yoo gave
and the way you eared, I miss you now
and always will. Always remembered by
hia brother Harry, sister-in-law Margaret
and family.

CAMPBELL, Patrick {19th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memary of my
dear brother Vol Patrick Campbell,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on March 25th 1972 Our Lady
of Lourdes, pray for him. Will (hose who
think of him today, a little prayer to Je-
sus say. Remembered always by Patricia,
Eamonn and Ursula.

CAMPBELL, Patrick Peatsy' (19th An-
niversary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Patrick Campbell, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on March
25th 1972 “How proud we were to know
you, how sad that you have gone. Soldier
true, farewcll to you, one of Ireland’s
finest sons.” Always remembered by his
friends John and Gretta, Dublin.
CAMPBELL, Patrick (19th Anniver-
gary). In proud and loving memory of Vol
Peatsy Campbell, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on March
25th 1972, RIP: Always remembered by
Isobel.

LOGUE, Gerard (4th Anniversary) In
proud and loving memory of our dear
friend Vol Gerard Logue, Derry Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on active
service on March Z2nd 1987. "No greater

sentenced with them have been re-
leased but the three are still held in
British top security jails. Their coun-
sel, Edward Fitzgerald, told Judges
Watkins, Alliott and Cresswell that
their continued imprisonment was
“extraordinary and irrational”.

A number of those who were
sentenced with them, including the
Price sisters and Gerry Kelly, were
transferred to jails in Ireland after
hunger-strikes. They have since
been released. Of the rest, William
McLarnon was freed in 1984 and
Hugh Feeney was released last
year. Martin Brady, the sole remain-
ing prisoner to have been sen-
tenced with them, is now free on a
pre-release scheme and expects to
be formally discharged in June.
Their sentences will be considered
by the Appeal Court after Easter.

VINDICTIVE BEHAVIOUR

John McComb from Belfast is
also a victim of vindictive behaviour
by the British prison service. He is
being held in an English jail be-
cause transferring him to the Six
Counties could mean he would get
remission. He received a 17-year
sentence at the Old Bailey in May
1983 and David Waddington, the
then British Home Secretary, re-
fused to grant either a permanent
or a temporary transfer in case he
might become eligible for two
years' remission.

At the London High Court on
Monday, his counsel, Patrick 0'Con-
nor, accused Waddington of basing
this decision on unlawful criteria
and of ignoring the need to allow a
prisoner to maintain proper contact
with his family.

love hath any man than to lay down his
life for kis friends.” Sadly missed by
Archie and Veronica.

McCABE, Patrick (18th Anniversary). [n
proud and loving memory of Fian Patrick
McCabe, Fianna Eireann, who died on
March 27th 1973, Fuoair sé bds ar son na
saoirse. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades in Fianna Eireann.
SMITH, Tom (16th Anniversary). In lov-
ing memory of Vol Tom Smith, Dublin
Brigade, ghot in Portlacise Prison on
March 17th 1975 March is here with sad
regret. The day, the month, we will aot
forget. Quickly, eadly came the eall, with-
out farewell you left us all Simple words
but very true. We will always love and re-
member you. Sadly missed by his loving
brothers, sisters and friends,

SMITH, Tom (16th Anniversary). In lov
ing memory of Vol Tom Smith, Dublin
Brigade, shot in Portlacise Prigon on
March 17th 1975 When God gives you &
brother, these words he does not say.
Please don't be angry, when I take him
hack some day You were so special Tom.
Simple words but very troe. We will al-
ways love and remember you. From Pad-
dy, Lily, family and friends.

SMITH, Tom (16th Anniversary). In lov-
ing memory of Yol Tom Smith, Dublin
Brigade, shot in Portlacise Prison on
March 17th 1975. A daily thought, a
silent prayer, we cannot bring back the
ald days Tom when we were all together.
The family chain is broken now but mem-
ories last forever. Sadly missed by his
loving nephews, nieces, family and
frienda.
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{eontinued from page 18) |
IRISH NIGHT
Easter Monday Night 15t April
Kelly's Lounge
STRABANE
Téille £1.50

GAELIC FOOTBALL |
CHALLENGE MATCH |
75th Anniversary Easter '16 Trophy
Easter Monday 15t April
Strabane V Castlederg
Warm up match, ex-POWs V
Strabane reserves

IRISH NIGHT
Music by Bracken
Easter Monday Night 1st April
Gatsby's Nightclub
NEWRY
Téille £2
Easter draw will take place at
function

IRISH NIGHT
Music by Justice
Easter Monday Night 1st April |
Nikita's Night Club ‘

CARRICKARNON

EASTER MONDAY FUNCTION |
Featuring The Irish Brigade
Monday 1st April |
Wextord Inn
DUBLIN

PUBLIC TALK
“Should we celebrate the Easter
Rising™
Speaker; Bernadette McAliskey
8.30pm Wednesday 3rd April
11-1.30pm dancing by Spideog
Carraig Springs
CAVAN

DUBLIN MARCH
Saturday &th April
Buses will leave for Dublin
8am sharp
from Inisfree Gardens, Strabane
Fare £5
Persons wishing to travel
should give their
names fo any Sinn Fdin membor |

COMMEMORATION
T5th Limerick Anniversary
Saturday April 6th
LIMERICK CITY
Bus for Dublin march
leaves Shannon Town Centre
9.30am
Leaves Penneys 10.30am
For more information contact
Tom Clancy. Ph: Limerick 53855

WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY |
3pm Sunday Tth April
Ballykissane Pier
KILLORGLIN

EASTER PARADE
11.30am Sunday Tth April
SHANNOMN
Meet at St John Paul Chapel at
11.15am
Transport provided

SPIRIT OF 1916 QUIZ
Bpm till late Friday 12th April
Reger Casement Irish Centre

131 St John's Way
LONDON N19
(Mearest tube Archway, bus no 41)
Téille: £3.50/€2 50 unwaged
Funds in aid of minibus for
prisoners” relatives
Organised by the Haringey Irish
Warking Group

BATESON, Sedn. In proud and loving
memary of my dear son Vol Sedn Bateson
who should have celebrated his 35th

for him. “When God gave us you Sedn
these are the words he forgotl Lo say,
please try and understand when [ take
him back someday. O God it's been so
lonely, B0 heart breaking and so gad, but
we riever forgol to say thank you for the
wonderful years we had.” Sadly missed
and loved by his loving mother, Gary and
Donna, Sharon and Ciareen.

BATESON, Sedin, In proud and loving
memory of my dear brother Vol Sedn
Bateson. RIF. Padre Pio, pray for him.
“For him no special day is needed Sedn
for us to think of you. You were very
special to us as we thought the world of

birthday on March 28th, 5t Martin, pray_

Cuimhni
Breithlae

you." Always remembered and sadly
missed by his loving sister Rita, Terry,
Réisin and Terry.

BATESON, Sedn. In proud and loving
memory of my brother Vol Sedn Bate-
son. 3t Martin, pray for him. "There is
always a face before us, a voice we loved
to here, a smile well all remember, of a
brother we Joved so dear™ Always re-
membered and sadly missed by his
brother Ciardn, Ann-Marie and baby
Ciardn Sedin.

BATESON, Sedn. Birthday memories of
my brother Sean whose 35th birthday oe-

curs on March 28th and who died in Long
Hesh in June 1991. RIP. “His body you
imprisoned, his youth yoo drained it too,
his heart you could nol eapture, his soul
you could not hold, his epirit, it is free-
dom, hig heart forever bold.” Will those
who think of him Loday a little prayer to
Jesus say. Always remembered by his
brother Joe and family.

KELLY, Patrick. In proud and loving
memory of my brother Patrick who should
have celebrated his 34th birthday on
March 19th 1891, I shall never forget you
Patrick, the very echo of your name, the
memory of your emile. The little things
you said and did are with me for the rest
of time. No words [ speak ean ever say
how much | miss you every day. Always
remembered by his loving sister Marie,

SPONSORED CYCLE
in aid of Dublin Bus Fund
Saturday 13th April
to and from Portlacise
Sponsorship cards available
from No 5
followed by
FUNCTION
Eccles Lounge
Darset Street
DUBLIN

mn o
£ L 2
Beannachiaf
COYLE, Ctarﬁn (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday Ciardn, you hre always on my
mind. Lots of love. From your loving
wile Tina. XXX

COYLE, Ciardn (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday daddy, hugs and kisses. From
Tanya, Tracy, Shea and Ciara, XXX
COYLE, Ciardn (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday son. Thinking of you always.
From muom and dad,

All notices for AP/RN should reach our
‘Dublin or Belfast offices no later than Spm

Monday for inclusion in that week's paper.

DAY OF ACTION
On 15t day of
Dessie Ellis's Appeal
Pickat
5.30pm O'Connell Bridge
DUBLIN

MONTHLY PICKET
Starting Saturday 13th April
1-2pm GPO
DUBLIN
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