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[EDITOR’S COMMENTS]

CARE

On Thursday 29th. of June CARE, the sssociation for the cere of deprived
chiildren, published a document entitled "Memorandum on deprived children and
children!s services in Ireland", The document is a thorough indictment of the
whole spproach to young people in this country by official snd semi-officisl
organisations, It recognises that the mein feeture which creates "deprived" children

2 is the conditions in which they are forced to live, through circumstences over

B which they have no control. The psmphlet goes on to recommend far-reaching propossls
which, if implemented, would chenge the whole set-up here. It sgrees, as we have

. said(see page 2) that the reformatories(jeils) to which meny unfortunate young
people are sent every year should be controlled end staffed by people professionally
trained in child welfere., It also ecalls for grester Government support for youth
work, raising of the school leaving ege, raising the ege of criminal responsibility
(at pressent 12 yeers of agel), an incresse in children's allowances, stc, This is
a very timely document in view of the presasnt campeign for the abolition of Merlboro
House . What is needed now is concerted action by all the orgenisaticns who ere
concerned enough about this problem to force some action ocut of the sadistic
hypocrites who at present run this state.

CASHING IN ON MISERY

Anybody who bothers to resd the "Evening Herald" (and somsbody must) will have
noticed on Wednesday 2Bth, of June 2 special pull-out supplement purpeorting to
explain the drug problem in Ireland. The writer of this article, Mr, Jack Butterly,
well known supporter of the Common Market; e men of at leest 60 who, by all
accounts, doesn't even drink, could hardly be expected to know whet is going on
emong the younger generation. But the degree to which he missed the mark wuld be
really funny if it weren't for the Fact that meny parents will believs his

sensationsl end ill-informed rubbish,

The concern expressed in the supplement for tha younger people in Ireland is
nothing but blatent hypocrisy from & psper which doesn't even cempeign for dscent
youth fecilities., There hsve been B deaths due to drug abuse over tha last year end

# we regard these s tregic indictments of the society we live in , but to see
crocodile tears being shed by a newspspsr which supports the wholesale slaughter
of the Vietnsmese people end children with nepalm and chemicel warfars is &
disgustingly sick Joke. The only reason they published this report is bscsuse
sensational headlines sell newspepers, If they were reslly concernad they would

do a comprehensive anslysis of what causes the problem. They won't do this bscauss
the result would be an obvious condemnation of the whole rotten system of which

they are a very important pari.

In future issues of "Forward" we will reature & detailed anelysis of tha drug
problem which will be a lot less sensatiopal and 2 lot more real than the rubbish
printed in the bosses' press.

BASIC SOCIALISM

It has become very fashionable these days to call yourself a socislist., Peocple
with completely different views, like Brandan Corish snd Bernie Devlin are sll
calling themselves socialists. To ordinery workers this is a very confusing situat-
ion and only succeeds in putting them off politics altogether. In order to help
opvercome this situation we intend to publish in "Feorward" guer the next Few months
i (Continuad on oaae 89) gl




WHO NEEDS REFORMING ?

One of the most vicious forms of violence being merpetrated by the powers
that be im nur society todasy is the quiet, systematic, and ruthlesa destruction
of the human personslity which takes place in Industrial Schools snd Refermatories,,
The most unfortunmate and vulnerable, the orphans, the mentally ill, the retarded,
end the youth who ere socielly and economically deprived ere being annihilated by
criminal neglect, If there wses profit to be made nut of these young people then
this would nnt be the case. In 1965 the Commission on Mentel Handicap recommended
a study of Industrial Schools and Reformatories; in 1966 the Commission on Mental %
Illness did the same, but it toak until 1970, five years later, to produce a -
Report, Now, elmost two years after the Report, nothing has yet been done, So for
seven years more children have been maimed for life while idiots bullshit and do 7
nothing.

If we look et the physicel conditions firsty the supposed "Reformatory" et
8t. Conleth's, Dsingean was built a quarter of & century before Wolfe Tone died
and three quarters of a century before the Grest Famine of the 19th. century. It
was built then as en ermy barrecks, not as a place to help young pecple re-adjust
to an alien society, There is no hot water, the kitchens are where the stebles
used to be, the toilats are filthy, the people there are ill-dressed. This dump
must ba closad immediately and modern asccomodation provided. The Remand Home in
Marlborough House is equally unsuitable, The building was condemned as dangaraus
17 years ago, bafore most nf the young psuple held thers were aven barn. There is
no equipment for gemes, indoor or outdoor, no teschers or educational facilitiaes
exist, so the ehildren hesve nathing constructive at which they can spend their
time, St. Patrick's Institution is no better, with the "inmates" locked away
like animals for 14 hours every dey. No rehabilitstion for these young people,

just punishment.

The types of buildings are much too institutionsl in choraocter, ss is the whole
approach to the children. This is hermful to %he overall development of the
children thete; quiet kids may be pushed to the background and their mental and
emotional nsods go unnoticed and untocnded until thoy aro forced to face alono o
hostilo, outsido world which requires an initiative snd adeptability they do not
posscss, Theso institutions tend to become de-personalised and sre unable to give
the love and cere necessary for normal psychological development. So physically 5
the Industriasl Schocls end Reformatories are grossly inadequate and must be !
immediately sbolished and replaced with a better designed and more rehsbilitative

structurse.

The staffing of these Institutions leaves even more to be desired. The majority
of the Institutions asre staffed by religious orders. The Report states that the
Orders place people in charge that they cannot use anywhere elsa. They have nao
training for the job, and no courses are being carried out here due to "lack of
demand". Clearly, for such a delicate job, only highly qualified people should be
employed, and the cast-offs of the Religious Orders are just not good enough.
Careful selection and training of staff are essentisl, It is about time that the
Government took responsibility for the care and upkeep of these children, and not
pass the buck on to people who do it out of cherity. The cere and welfare of these
young people is their human right, not a chsrity, Steff for Marlborough House is
recruited through Labour Exshanges, so no training or experience is necessary for
the children's welfere and education, Unless this is immediately end redically
changed hundreds, if not thousands, of young people will be intellectually and
amotionally scarred for life. Their chances of living ® happy and normel life
fades further into the distance with esch month thst goes by.
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So even if we accept the present system of Industrial Schools and Refprmatories
they stand absolutely condemned on the physical conditions and the staffing.
However, we do not accept the present concept, end the reasons why will be dealt
with in future issues of "Forward". In them we will show who gnes into these
loethsome Institutions, end why they go in. These articles will expose the class
of these dumps and the damage they do to the developing young person, and why thay
should be sbolished, The Connolly Youth Movement will work actively for the
changing of this situation and will assist ell other organisations in exposing and
destroying these horrible, enti-human Institutions.

| THE RIGHT TO WORK

The closure of the Crannac Furniture Factory in Navan, end ths subsequent
take-over of the factory by the workers, has once again highlighted the failure of
the present Capitalist government to provide one of the most basic human rights -
the right to work.

Crannac, which wes formerly owned by Cael Linn. came to the attention of &
Mr., Edward McElroy, @ big furniturs manufacturer and speculator from Castleblansy,
Undsr the guise of wishing to expand his own furniture business he acquired the
Crannac factory at a very low cost. One of the conditions of his getting the
factory was that po worker in thea Navan factory would be laid aff for 2 period of
twelve months. However, less thaen four weeks efter the twelve months had expired
(long enough for McElroy to make a tidy profit, of coursel) he announced his
intention of closing the Crannac factory.

WORKZRS COMM.TTEE:

The first indication the Crannac workers had of the threatensd closure was the
liguidation notices which appearsd in the newspapers last April., They immediately
( formed a8 Workers Committee and sent deputations to local T.Ds. and to the
GCovernment. The workers wers assured that the factory would remain open. But on
Mondey marning, ist. of may(May Day, the internstional day of all workers}) when
the 50 or so workers turned up for work as ususl the doors of the factory mere
closed, and the workers wers met by the Liguidator, Mr. Luccan, who told them
that the factory was closed douwn.

e CO-DPERATIVE:

In the present state of increasing unamployment it would have been impussible
for these men to get alternative employment. S0, faced with the prospect of having
to join the ever-increasing dole queue, they refused to sccept their redundancy
' notices and decided to stage & sit-in in the factory. After a two week sit-in,

' and with only one manufacturer showing any interest in taking over the factory,the
workers decided to teke it ober themselves and run it as a co-operative. An operat=-
ion similisr to this was carried out successfully by the workers in a shoe factory
in Dundalk, thereby avoiding the closure of the factory and saving the jobs of the

warkers.
ROLE OF THE I.C.T.U:

Tha Crannac workers must be given all the support that they need in their
| fight against redundancies, The battle must be taken up by the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions on & national level against sll further closutes and redundancies.
with our entry to the E.E.C, we can expect more and more closures. The 1,C.T.U,
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fought against Ireland's entry into the E,E.C. on the grounds that entry would
result in wide-scele factory closures and redundancies in many induastries. This
was clearly outlined in their paper on the E.E.C.,"Economic Freedom", Congress
must now take up the bettle agsinst the effects of entry, the closures and sackings
must be fought.

Rs we"go to press" we have heard that the Crannac workers have managed to
win their battle and run the factory under the co-operative control of the workers,
This victory must surely give heart to 81l who ara struggling against closures
and sackings. Our members in the Trade Union movement will continue to raise the
necessity for the I.C.T.U. to take e def'inite and effective policy in resisting
all closuraes and redundancies.

UNEMPLOYED FIGHT

A progressive step in the fight against unemployment was taken with the setting
up soma months ago of the Unemployed Workers Association. Although fairly small in
numbers it must surely represent the interests of sll unemployed workers., The
main activity of the U,W.A. over the last few months has been the holding of
public meetings outside Labour Exchenges in Dublin and the selling of their paper
explaining to ell wnemployed the need to crganise and fight far their rights.

Recently the U.W.A. decided to seek & mesting with the Minister for Labour,
Mr., Joe Bremnam. The purpose of tha meeting was to make the powsrs that ba aware
of the fact that a movement of the unemployed existed, smd to put forward their
demands to the Government. These demands are as follows:

1. That emergency measuras be introduced to desl with the present crisis,
2., That the Government step in to prevent redundancies and closures,

3, That the 55,000 jobs promised by the Industrial Development Authority just
pafore the referendum on the E.E.C, should be clearly mapped out statings
(2) When these jobs would be available,

(b) what types of jobs would be svailable.
(c) Where these industries would be sited.

4, Thet in the meentime, to ease the situetion of those becoming unemployed, the
three day weiting period on unemployment benefit should be abolished, and thest
the benefits should be immediately raised to a realistic leavel,

5, That employers should be obliged by law to use the Labour Exchenges to Fill
all vacancies in their firms.

The Minister refused to meet 2 delagomtion, but agresd that they could meet a
genior official from his Department. A meeting wes then held a few weeks ago
between the U.W.A. and officisls of the Department of Labour and the Industrial
Development Authority, at which ths dalegation put forward the sbove demands, The
U.W.A, delegation was led by an unemployed worker, Mr. Brian Flynn and was joined
by Mett Merrigsn, District Secretary of the A,T.G.W.U., Des Bonass, Official of
the A,T.C.u.U., and Des Geraghty, OFficial of the I.T.G.W.U. The mesting however
was of little benefit to the unemployed of Ireland, sa their demands were met with
a series of obscure mutterings end excuses for non-sction,

The next step for the U.W.A. is clearly(1) To strengthen end consclidate its
position among the unemployed in Dublinj (2) To establish branches sll gver the
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country3(3) To press the Trade Union movement for more asctive support by the Irish
Caongress of Trede Unions for the demands of the unemployed.

At the Annuel Conference of the I,C,T.U., which tskes place in Gelwsy from 4th,
to 7th, of July, there is a motion end en addendum on the esgenda for discussion by
the delegetes, the motion, proposed by the A.T.G.W.U,, reeds es followsj
"Conference views with slarm the high rate of unemployment throughout the country,
bath North and South, and calls upon the governments concerned to implement
policies for industrial snd economic expansion coupled with en extension of state~
sponsored services, especiall§ in the fields of productive employment", The edden-
~-dum, which is proposed by the E.E.T.P.U., suggests that the following paragraph
be added to tha above motiong "Congress, in order to give strength to their demands,
should orgenise all thsir unemployed trade union members into an Unemployed llorkers
Assogciation, through the brenches of members Unions and Councils®.

1t is to be hopad that Congress will adopt these policies and ect vigorously
on them. With such strong backing perhaps the next unemployed delegation will meet
with more positive and decisive results from & meeting with the Minister himself.

GEORGI DIMITROV

June 18th, 1972 was the S0th. Anniversary of the birth of Georgi Dimiktrov. The
name of thie great Bulgerian revolutionery is unfortun etely not familisr to many
of our resders, Dimitrov, at barely 15 yaesrs of ege wrote his first article in
dafence of the workers, at 22 hs was Secretary of the Bulgsrian General Workera
Tradas Union, later became a municipal councillor, member of Perligment(the first
worksr in South East Europe to sit in Papliament), Secretary of the Trade Union i
Council, Genersl Secretary of the Bulgarism Communist Party, leadsr of tha first
anti-Fascist uprisimg in the world, GCemaral Secretary of the Communist Internationsl
(Comintern), end first Prime Ministar of free Bulgaria.

On June 18th., 1882 a Bulgerian peasant woman gave birth to a son in the fisld
in which she was working, This small noisy bundle was later to become one of the
most outstending leaders ever produced by the working class movement, His sarcly
1ife was a life of hunger and paverty. His father had to give up his small hatters
shop and move to a slum in the capitel, Sefia, Here young Georgi gresw up, had to
leave school at 12 years of sge and go £o work ss an espprentice typesetter in a
newspaper, All the time he studied snd esducated himself. Throughout his early life
he was active in the trade union movement, and at 19 years of age he joined the
Bulgardian Social Democratic Party(the forsrunner of the Bulgarian Communist Party).
On his 24th. birthday he led a massive strike of opver 1,000 miners, the first on
such a scale in the country, &nd he led it to victory., Later he wes Chairman of
the Balkan and Danubian Trade Union Conference.

Apart from the respect which Dimitrov had throughout the Balkans(Bulgsaria,
Yugoslavia, Rumania) in the Trade Union movement, he wss alsa making his mark on
the Comintern, which the Bulgardan Communist Party had helped to form in 1919, At
this time the forces of fascism were on the move throughout Europe, and on June
9th, 1923 & fascist coup d'etat took place in Bulgaria. This was helped by the
fact that the Psrty at the time was influenced by sectsrian ideas, and did not tzks
the proper steps to defeat the threat which faced tha working people. Dimitrov drew
the lessons from the mistakes of June Sth. and formulated his famous teachings on
the United Front, that is, that & united front of ell workers, peasants, youth,
intellectuals and small businessmen should and must be formed to defeat Fascism. It

——
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was through the disunity of the working class in Germeny that Hitler :and his
fascist murderers came to power. Under the leadership of the Communiat Party the
first anti-Fascist uprising in the world took place in September 1923, However,
there were still many lessons to be learned, Through indecision and slowness the
heroic uprising was crushed in blood. Dimitrov, leading en undefested detachment

of fighters, menaged to fight his way through to the Yugoslavian border, Although
the rising wes defeated it was the sign of things to come end sounded tha beginning
of the end for fascism in Bulgsria.

For most of the next ten years Dimitrov travelled all over Europe 8s a
functionery of the Comintern, helping to mobilise forces against fescism end war.
However, the year of 1933 in particular will go down in history as the yesr in
which this heroic man stood alone against the might of Nazi gi many. These svents,
which were to shake fascism to its very fourdations end to/eweken the world to
the terrible threat facing it, began on the 27th, of February 1933, Hitler and his
bloody crew had decided that it wss necessary to smash the Germen Communist Party
completely and to discredit Communism in the eyes of the world, Their method wes to
burn down the Reichstag(Parliament) in Berlin and to blame it on "Communist.
terrorists"”, Dimitrov, who arrived in Germany at this time,,was arrested and, with
others, wae charged with burning the Reichstag.on the 27th. of February,

Faor five months he was kept in heavy handeuffs in his misersble cell. Condemnad
criminals only wore hondcuffs at night, but Dimitmov was hendcuffed all day and
night(except for 15 minutes to dress himsslf) for five months] By the time the triel
opened a huge internefional cempaign was being waged for the release of Oimitrov
and the other prisoners. Oimitrog hed rejected the advice of the “"dafence" Council
appointed by the Nezis, and had decided to defend himeelf, He knew it was not just
a group of individuesls who were in the deck on criminal charges, it wss Communism
which was on triasl, and fascism was the prosecutor, judge, jury, and(they thoughtl)
the executioner. Although he had an excellent alibi(he wasn't even in Germany when
the fire broke out) he would not defend himself on that besis, it wes as & Communist
thet he would fight. During his impriscnment before the trial he received the
shattering news of the death of his wife; but even this cruel blow could not deter
him from his task,

Throughout the trisl Dimitrov poured scorn on the miserabls sfforts of his
enemies to discredit him and the cause for which he had fought all his life, Such
was the effect of his exposure of fascism before the world press that the Germen
redip refused to cover the trisl sfter the Pirst day on which Dimitrov spoke, The
succession of liars and Nazi agents which were paraded by the prosecution were
demolished, until, in desparation, the Nazis had to bring in the big guns to silence
this small Bulgarian. Dimitrov refused to defend, he wes attacking, and so the big
witness far the prosecution was called, Herman Goosring, Prime Minister of Nezi
Germany. The Na2zi press screamed with delight,"Goering wéll hook the six million
communists on his horns and hurl them into the airl™ Dimitrov toyed with Goering,
pleyed with him, provoked him, and let hir demolish snd expose himself in the eyes
of the world, When the President of the Court insisted that Dimitrov stop meking
"Communist propaganda" he cooly pointed out that Goering by exposing himself was
making propaganda for the Communista. Goering lest his head completely st this stage
and had to ba restrained, while Dimitrov was removed from the court.

After that it was "all over bar the shouting". Fascism stood naked, exposed and
condemned before the world. They were forced to find the defendants "not gquilty",
But Goering had said to Dimitrov in Court,"Be careful, look out, I shell teach you
how to behave once you are out of the courtroom”, Although ecquitted, Oimitrov wase
returned to the Gestapo dungeons, end the international campeign was now to snsure
that Goering could not carry out his threat, by winning the immediete relesse of

o oo g
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Dimitrov. Finally, on February 27th.(appropriately enoughl) 1934 Georgi Dimitrov
looked for the last time on the soil of Nezi Germeny, raised his clenched fist in
the defiant Communist salute, and climbed eboerd & plans for Moscow.

Throughout the Wer he continued to guide and lead the struggle against fascism,
and on Septembesr 9th, 1944 the banner of the victorious Fatherland Front was reised
over Bulgarie. Until his death in July 1949 Dimitrov continued his work for liberty
and socialism as Prime Minister of Bulgeris snd as outstanding lesder of the world
Communist movement, His inspiration lives on through the many articles and spseches
which he left behind, many of them addressed to youth, end which sum up the life
of this heroic man. "One cannot live without an idesl" -~ Georgi Dimitrov.

WAGE AGREEMENT

Many of us have either resd or heard of the long struggle engesged in by the
Trade Union movement in the sarly years of the century for the right of recognition
eand for the right to enter into free negotiations on behalf of their members. The
introduction and acceptance of the principle of National Wage Agreeaments in a "free
enterprise" economy such as that existing here is a denisl of this right of free
collective bargaining.

National Wage Agreements must be seen in the context of an sttempt by the
employers end their Government to disciplino end shackle the Trade Union movement ,
to keep weges at £ minimum, while making no effort whatsoever to come to grips with

spirallimg prices and rising costs, not to mention profits end dividends. If the
Government was serious end sincere in its desire for "price stability" end "socisl
justice" it is reasonsble toexpect thst by now we would have seen some action on
costs end prices, in fact this is where the action would have BEGUN. It should have
begun there because of the fundamental gqualitative difference betwsen wages and
salaries on the one hand, and profits and prices on the other. Weges and salaries are
always determined by negotiation and bargeining ~ any increase is subject to disc-
ussion end agreement in advance. In contrast to this, profits and prices are not
subject to negotiation - an employer does not have to negotiste with his workers to
secura an increasse in his profits, nor does the producer or retailer negotiate with
the consumer to secure a price increase.

The First Netionel Wege Agreement, signed on 21st. of December 1970, was agreed
to by the I.C.T.U. in the face of z threat by the Fianna Fail Government to bring
in anti - Trade Union legislation. During the period covered by this Agreement there
wes a rapid increase in redundancies and closures, which sent the already high
unemployment rate soaring. This was & direct result of the policies pursued by the
fianna Fail Government, andin particular of the effacts ef the Anglo-Irish Free
Trade Agreement, Being unable or unwilling to desl with the situation so created by
themselves, they sought to lay the bleme on the backs of the Trade Union movemant
and the workers by saying that redundancies and closures were e direct result of
high wages end labour costs, Instead of resisting the restrictions imposed on them
with all the power of the organised Trade Union movement, Congress entered into
negotiations on & national level with the employers. Hence the result: the First
National Wage Agreement with the numerous restrictions on weges, conditioms of
employment, the power to strike, etc. One of the clausea in this Agreement stated;
n1t is essential that the rate of increases in costs end prices be moderated sub-

stantisally",

During the duration of this Bgreement to date no Union has broken it, and in
fact Congress hes scted as the wetchdogs of the employers, and even their police,

—
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in many cases, The most notable examples of this wers (1) when two unions were
threatened with expulsion from Congress for attempting to bresk the Agreement to
get a better deal for their members, and (2) the infamous directive from Congress
during the E.S5.B. strike when they esctually ordered workers to cross the picket
lines and take over the Jobs of the men on strike., On the other hand one was unable
to identify any activity on the prices front, except that they continued to rise!
Thus while workers wages were only allowed to proceed st & snails pace, prices and
costs forged shead in kangeroo leaps and bounds,

With this First Agreement due to expire for some of the Unions in June '72, a
special delegate conference of the I,C,T.U. was held in Dun Laoghaire on the 19th.
of February to consider the position. The issue to be decided was whether the
Executive Council of Congress should enter into discussions with the employers with
a view to bringing back proposals for e second National Wage Agrsement to enother
delegate Conference of I.C.T.U. The vote on the resolution waes 171 for the opening
of nagotistions, 52 sgainst, The vieus expressed by those opposing the motion were
that workers should not be restricted snd held responsible for a situation they did
not create, and that in a "free enterprise" economy the workers should not co-opersé

with the employers in the meintenance of that economy. Those delegates supporting
the resolution spent some time talking about the "free for ell" wnich would follow
if the workers were not restricted. As if the bosses wers not already engaged in
a "Free for all" in collecting their profits} Discussions took place betuween
Congress and the employers which resulted in proposals for a Second National Wage
Agreement, These proposals were discussed at a Special Delegate Conference of the
1,C.T.U, in Liberty Hall on 24th. of June. The renk end file Trade Unionists gave

tha employsrs and the Government their answer when they rejected the proposals by

253 yoptes to 103.

Let us examine someof the clauses contained in this Agreement which wes rejacted,
Under the heading "Objectives" it statesy "The parties to this Agreement subscribe
to the following social and economic objectives: the achievement of full employment,
real increases in wage end salary incomes, preferential trestment for wage-sarners
3in the lower income group and the ebolition of poverty". It is not the function,
nor is it within the power of the Treade Union movement to “achieve™ full employment
and abolish poverty. It is the function of the Government, end the rola of the
Trade Union movement should be to force the Government to do this, Only if the
Trade Union movement hed a say in the economic end financiel policy of the country
could they aspire to such worthwhile objectives, Under another heading entitled
nSpecial Economic Circumstances" a loophole is provided for the employers. This
says that if the emp10yer(na mention of the workers here) feels that he cannot
carry out the terms of the Agresment he can appeal to the Labour Court, who will
appeint an "independent" person to assess the finencial state of the firm. Workers
have long end bitter experience of "indepesndent" and "impartial” exparts telling
them why thsy should let themselves be robbed. Thers is no such thing es "neutrality"
in the struggle bstween cepital and labour. Nn the gquastion ef equal pay Congress
have once again eccepted the unequal division of wages between men and women
workers, even though equel pay for equal work hss been the stated policy of Congress

for many years.

We would see the immediste role of Congress as setting out an sction programme
for a Worker's Charter, which would include;

1., A national minimum wage.
2. An ection programme to press the Government to end unemployment.

3, Equal pay end equal rights for women workers.
4, Farce the Government to take immediste action against redundancies and closures,

. -
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§, Full rights for spprentices end young workers. The setting up of Junior Trade
| . Councils and Junior Shop Stewards, More facilities for youth in Trade Unions.

6. Thet the full weight and power of Congress be used to protect the wesker Unions,

A full discussion on the Nationsl wWege Agreement will take plece st the Annual
Conference of the 1.C,T.U. in Galway from 4th, to 7th, of July. We will be giving
e complete report on the Conference in our next issue,

o0o0c0aoloflo0oloNobo

7% BASIC SOCIALISM(continued from pege 1)

a series pof articles dealing with very basic ideas on what real socislism is end
= what socislists believe.

To start with, the idea of socislism comes from the fact thet there ere two
main classes in capitalist society, those who ouwn the weslth, factories, minas,
transport, etc,, in other words the "boss™ cless, or cepitalists, and those who
work for them, the working cless, Wieelth is creasted by producing goods. Since the
i goods aers produced by the workers then they are entitled to the profit which comes
' from their work, This is the bssic spprosch of socielism, However, instesd of
receiving the profié, the workers in a capitaslist society are merely peid enough
wages to let them survive, while the giant's shere of the wealth is kept by the
| boss, The bosses try to justify this by saying such things 8s "we work harder®,

i "we risk more", end "we're more intelligent"™, but it all boils doun to the fact
that wealth is creeted by work and those who do the work should get the rewards.

We say that the "means of production"™, in other words the factories, stc.,
should ba owned and controlled by the working class, who are the majority of ths
people. This would do sway with the situstion whers & hendful of bosses can live
like xings without doing 2 tep of work while the rest of the psople are condemned
to & 1ifes of drudgery. To change this situstion and bring ebout socislism is not
an sasy task. In order to solve & problem you must know and understand your
problems Our future erticles will be esimed at helping young people understand the
| problems involved, and what is meant by "the State", "socislist democrecy",

"internstionalism™, etc. In the mesntime we would welcome eny questions or comments
our reeders might have on any aspect of socialism or Connolly Youth Movement

-~ policy. All letters should be sddressed to: The Editer, "Forward", 37 Pembroke Lane
Bellsbridge, Dublin 4,

RENT STRIKE

The struggle in support of the demands of the National Associstion of Tenant
Organisations(NATO) recently reached a new level with the eviction of Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard and their four children from their flet at Cromcastle Court, Coolock. The
campaign has centred eround the following demands;

1. That Dublin Corporation be forced to recognise NATO as the rapressntative bady
of all Corporation tenants, NATO to be consulted on all future changes in rents
and conditiond, and such changes to be the subject of diecussion and negotiation,

2. That the proposed increass of 4p per room be withdrewn, and that rents should
remein static.

3, That a complete new system of rents be introvuced. Rents to be assessed on tha ‘



etraw which brought all the other issues to @& heaed, The present struggle began 2s

I

10, ey

basic earnings of the tenant only, and that overtime, bonus, ahift'ppymantginnd.
all othar household incomes be disregarded in this assessment. i

4, That the amount of money specified for the maintenance of houses be increased, i

-

Tha increase of 4p per room is not the centrasl issue, but rather tha last

far back as 1966 when the then Minister for Local Government, Neil Blesney, sent &
directive to ali city end county managers inztructing them to immediately incresse
all rents and to put eny tenants not on the differantial rents on to that system.
The tenants reacted, Negotiations took place betwsen the tenants and Blaney, but
he refused to budge, until in October 1967 the temonts took ta the steests in "
protest and won the first round of the battle, Blaney was succeeded in office by ﬂ“
that other graat "republican" Kevin Boland, who esarned himself the name "Evictor®,
Now inm 1972 the pressnt Minister, Rohert Molloy, has decided to tske on the

tenants. .

RENT STRIKE:

Early this year the Corporation announced its intention of reising rents by 4p
per room for all tenents on fixed rent, epd for those on the "A"scale in the
differential system, for 211 hougses built before 1956, After repeatad unsuccassful
ropresentations the tenants dacided to ge on rent strika, The rent strike through- |
out Dublin commenced on the 1st. of May last, and hss been steadilg.gaining momentum ii
and support sincae then, Matters came to 8 head with the sviction of tha Leonard
Ffemily. Not only were bailiffs used but also police, who cordoned off the srss with
squad cars and vens and physicelly broke into the flat, despite the saucepans foll
of scalding water which the peopls in the fleats threw down on thsir knecks, In the -
following meles, B people wsre errested, including Matt Larkin, Secrstary of NATO,
when the police went the Leonard femily moved back into their flat, helped by their
neighbours. The tenants have warned that they will establish “No Go" earees if Sha
attempted evictions are not abandoned,

TAADE UNION SUPPCRT: ﬁ
About 200 night workers in the Fry-Cadbury factory in Coolock stopped work inm ;
protest at "Garda brutslity". Support was also given by another 200 workers at the "k

sirport who stopped work for two hours in protest st the aevictions, Widespread
support has also been promised by the trade union movement, end Matt Larkin has

threatened to bring out Dublin in suppert of the tensnts. This is the kind of .gé'
support which will force the Government tc give in., A major victory has been won by e
tha tenants against the Corporation and the Government end their attempts at -
intimidation, Such actions as these can enly strengthen tha determination of tha e

tenants to continue and step up the fight for their just demands,
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TOs CONNOLLY YODTH MOVEMENT DRt CONNDLLY YOUTH MOVEMENT
37 PEMBROKE LANE, 323 ALBERTBRIDGE ROAD,
BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4, BELFAST 5.

I WISH TO JOIN THE CYM
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