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INTRODUCTION

g

This document must not be regarded as final.

It must, however, be studied closely by every member of the
HMovemerit, who must asl himself ‘the questions: (a) are the arguments
fairly presented? (b) are there possibilities which have been
ignored? (c) is there a credible, practical way forward among the
alternatives? ; . ¢

He must write down his views, in his own words, and send them in
to Head Office. e i B

Note that Section 1 is simply an evaluation of the social forces
in Ireland ‘today. If the facts in this are judged to be-wrong, it is
fecessary to say se.

Section:2 outlires two alternative ways forward. 4 choice must be
» :

Section 3 examines exhaustively and fairly the: arguments on
electoral policy. If any good arguments on either side have been .
left out, let them be filled in. Remembe?, the Commission has not’
yet made any recommendations, It wants the evidence complete first,

Section 4 contains many ideas with which people will already be
familiar: this, however, in its firal form, will depend on the
consensus on Sections 2 and 3, so that it is to be regarded as
tentetive and provisional. Nonetheless, comment ig welcome.
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Section 1

(&) IRELAND AND THE' UNITED KINGDGM
Ireland as a wheole is under the influcence of English imperialism.

English imperialism consists of a small group of extremely wealthy
monopolistic companies, dominated y the petroleum, chemical,
electronic and automebile industries .Logether with associated
financial interests ia the City of L

G
o

This group dominates the whole of the English cconomy and also
dominates those naticns which have remained under neo-colonial
control despite, in some cases, formal political independence in
part or as a whoie. '

The English ruling class functions independently of whatever
government is in power. So closely integrated is it with the civil
service and armed. forces that such Labour governments as have
nominally held power have been unable to make any fundamental changes,
even had their subservient leadership been willing to.

The main features of imperialism in Ireland are:
I Occupation of the Six Counties directly by British troops, and

also by US troops as 2 result of membership of NATO, and political
integration with the UK.

2 Economic dominaticn of hoth Six and 26 Counties by foreign

monopolies — mainly English, but increasingly also US — resulting
in capital outflow, high unemployment and emigration, take-overs
and closures.

8 Lack of democracy in the Six Counties and the use of political
and religious discrimination to divide the working people.

4 The exploitation of 26-County agriculture by the artificial
rigging of the UK market.

o Use of the financial system to channel Irish savings abroad.

6 Political subservience by the Dublin govermment in foreign policy
and trade.

7 Cultural domination by English language, literature, ways of
thinking, in all fields of human life.

o .

The influence of English imperialism is in:relative decline, due




.

Europe. Areas once dominated

to neo-colonial rivalry from the US and
passing under US influence.

by English capital, such as Canada, are

T

English reaction to this decline has been to strengthen her hold
-over what she. has.got, Ireland being the oldest, closest and most . .
important overseas colony.

a souranae of c,l"leag';"EQQ;*,1

Treland, for the English ruling class, is
a market for exports. The smaghing of

a source of cheap laboer, and T
ss rapidly

irish nationality, ilopy an-ubjective, has proceeded ne le
under the partition structure than under the Act of Union: gombeen
capitalist shadew-independence in the 26 Countiecs has been vnable
te take control of the sconomy, prevent the ouvtward flowfof people,
or -reverse the cultural erosion. ' '

Similar processes at work in Scotland aud Wales have produced

national movements similar to .the Irish movement in the first decades

of the century, with devends limited to the achievement of conditions
of freedom for native private enterprise to develop. '

The most impoverished part of the United Kingdom is the Six Counties:
i+ has the highest unemployment rate. Its impoverishment has been
attributed, in a series of government reports, to its .remoteness from
the market with which it is integrated, coupled with lack of contrel
over its own economy. In other words, the Six Cgunties?.viewed_as'a
region; has as much a case for independence as Scotland or Wales, or

Ireland as a whole had before 1916. )

Thus, there is. as much a case for.an all-Ireland independence
movement .as ever there was, viewed even from”the‘anglé.cf'grgditional
capitalist economics. a3 propounded by Griffith. LT

26-Countv experience, however, has shown that Griffithite
independence is.not enough. Enterprise is. not necessarily related to
capital:. capital, if allowed freedom, flies overseas to safe .
investment with high dividends. Sociel control is necessdry, and has

been lacking.

_, (B) THE SIX COUNTIES ..

The Six Counties are the ey to English influence in Ireland. By
means of division of the nation and occupation cf part, .England has
introduced such distnity and complexity intc the Irish guestion as
to defy the best efforts of two generations of Ixvish: revolutionary
thought and action. By : - '

The class structure in the Siz Counties comsists of the following
elements (the figures in paventhesis are an estimatea percentage of
population):
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7 (172 A m alnly nglish- property-owning ascendancy, sitting on the
boards of the larger firms, as well as in the prime positions in . the
state machine (both c¢ivil and military). There is alsc a strong.
US-linked element in this, @sscciated with interests such as Du Pont.

2 (2%) A closely associated Irish-based vnlonlst nronurty—ownlng
ascendancy which shares contrél of the - ommanding heights, though in
a junior positicen. This group contairs  strong lsnd—propertv element,

typi tlﬂd by 3; OLQFOLCI 2 Gl lLdp‘Ll *b’nw;l}.

redium-gized firms under Protestant
=ds the English rurket: Herdmans, Larmors
i is grouP, under t!c leadership of the
rookuborough group, form the tackbone of the
ts rolative decline due to cnwpetitive'pressures
1s typifle uy“thu L};ii L. vd ‘ban xruptcy anc tic Larmor suicide.

Bairds, Cvril!
ascendancy Chicl
Unienist ”acblﬁe.

(Rh) Some tncubdnda of Frotestant famlly firms whose scns and

Weg per o« cEsapEhbepogaf h e tron& farmaru, nrevide t the leadership
of the Orange-and:xaxsluylte movements.

(3%) Rather fewer Catholic family firms whose class interests are
complementary to rather than competitive with those of group 4:
contracting, retail trade, etc. This group in the past provided ‘the
leadership of the AOH and the Nationalist Party: however, they are
currgntly sw1ng1ng over to support 0’Neill’s brand of un*cnlsn.

(8?) Largc farmers on good land mdlnlv Protebtant, tbe
dgrlcultural counterpart cf groups 4 and 5.

7 (137) Small farmers on bad land malnly Catholic, T These arg” one of

“the weorst- oppressed sections, being decimated by emlgratlon and at ‘the

mercy of the produce buyers, who would belong mainly to oroups 4 and-
5." They constitute Both the rank and file and the 1Laderohip ‘of the
AOH. There. are appreciable numbers of Protestant smell :afmérSTin
Armagh, Antrim and Dowm. : ’ o

& (15%) Skilleg workcrs}ﬁn. the d;vc]opog areas

)

: mainly Protestant.:

9 (117) Skilled workers in the declining areas, both Protestant and
,a<.ollc, suffering more from discriminatory unemployment thean group

€ above. Protestants in this.group tcnd to suppert Faisley. -

10 (257) Unskilled and part~time unemployed in the develcped areas,
wainly Catholic. Protestants in this group, especially if not unionised,
tend tc support Paisley. '

11 (157) Unskilled and chronically unemplcyed in the declining areas,
predominantly Catholic.

There is also a student and young graduate population, which used
to be drawn from groups 1 to & to the exclusion of the rest, but which

(O8]




now, thanks to UK educational reforms, is also drawn aprreciably from
the other groups as well: This has resulted in an appraciable.
development of democratic, though net yet na aticnal, ccnsciousness
among the students. Political and organisational reflecticns of this
are such bodies as the National Democratic Party, the Mew Ircland:
Society and People’s Demccracy. '

Groups & to 11 are ncminally orvanlsed in trade unlcnu, though’
this is not universal. Trade ‘union demccracy functiors tadly, if ‘at.
all. It functions better in the shilled craft unions than. in the
general unions, though in some cases the democratic forms are negated
by underlying sectarianism. Group 7 is practicelly unorganised, with
the exception of scme co-cperative groups: the Ulster Farmers’ Union
is under the leadership of group 6, sc that no suitable framework
exists. Politically conscious members of group 8 tend towards the
Communist Party of Northern Ireland, groups & and ¢ towards the

Northern Ireland Labour Party, and groups 7, 9, 10 and 11 towards
the Republican Mcovement. '

Traditionally, Unionist rule has depended on the leadership of
.groups ‘1 .and 2, natLrally'supported by 3, being fcllowed alsd by
4, & and 8. The main lever for controlllng €, numerically a large
group, was patronage in jobs and housing. The method of controlling
4 and 6 was to farm out to it the right tc control local government
and to exerc1se its own patronage. '

This dellcately 1nturccpendcnt structure has boen shaken to the
core by the Civil Rights wovement. The 'one man cne votc' demand
has gained support from some elements of groups 7 to 11, as well as
the students; similarly the points system for housing. These demends,
if conceded, seriously weaken the controcl of groups 1 and 2 over group
8 and groups 4 and 6.

Group 4 and the Protes tant .element of group 6 togather constitutc
the basis of Paisleyism and the B Specials, together with Protestant
elements from groups 9 and 10. If backed by larse property to the full,
they would constitute a fascist threat. Fowever, this is not the
English strategy: they want integration of the whole of Ireland with
‘the UK, under the conttol of a puppet régime censtructed from the
0’Neill brand of unionism -and the Lemass/Lynch brand of neo—unicnism.
Paisley and his supporteirs appear teo have attracted some youthful

hooligan support, though an above-normal proportion of his support
appears tc be middle—aged.

The rejection of the Paisley groups by 0£°Neill and the accession
to 0’Neill of group 5 has brought the Stormont roverqmcnt into closer
alignment with the Dublin set-up.

In class terms, the way forward is to unite as many as possible
of groups 7 to 11 on & democratic and civil rights programme,

“tog
as
o1

for
whe
ins
be

reg

afi

fre

uni
cop

thi
wit
<
ob:
ult
agl
an
der

Cot
po:

‘nec
Gr:

(=

The
St
Cal
fii
fo!

bO&

o

kb

e
moy



Iup

replaced by more

- *tOthhPr with a demand for westward movement of capital; to neutralise

far as possible groups 3 to 6, aud to concentrate the main attack

“ou groups 1 and 2.

The achievenent of democracy and civil rlchts will make the way .open
for linking of the escouncmic demands to the national question. Those
who see the forme; as an end in itself are confined to group 5, and
inscfar as. they compr e the present leadership of the WICRA they may XX
be expeﬂtcd to los as. r:?de'JVL ga;ued. They must then be
e

e

The only way to do this is to work for'maximum‘co*Ordination of
effort between thé.pfilplnlfdafadical elements and te werk out in that x

framework a tactic for winning support from the WILP and the trade

unions, using contac:s with rank and Illb te pTquur“ the existing x X
compromising 1eacursth.*' L

Tt is essential that the civil rights movement include all elements
that dre deprived, ﬂﬁt:JHhL 1"c'{.mblicaas. -and that unity in action
w1Lh1n the civil’ Ll?hts movement bz developed Lowhrus unity of political
objectives to be cbhtained cace civil rights are won, and that
ultimately (but not necessarily immediately) the political objective ¥
agreed by the organlsed radical groups be seen . within the framework of
an all=Treland movement towards the achievement of a 32-county
demccratic republic.

: /
(C) THE TWENTY-SIX COUNTIES
‘While the Six Counties are the key to English control, the 26

Counties are the 'area in which the greatest anti-imperialist unity is
possible and where there is most experience of the economic laws of

‘neo-coleniaiism in operatiow, initially despite, now through,

Griffit thL native 1'u]!.].ng CL 168 .
The élassfstructure‘in “hn 26 Counties may be summarised as follows:

1 A'@omplctéiv‘:nglivlscd Anulo-Ifi sh ascendancy, sitting on the boards
of the top companies, which they share with their English Counterparts.

The names are tomiliar: Gulun ess, Goulding, C rroll, Goodb ody, Dvyer,

‘Stanley. Many also own large. LbLat“SS there is an appreciable Castle
Catholic element im this group. They are llnked with banking and
_r1nanc1al interests, dominated by the Bank of Ireland. These, and the
following group, ars alsc linked ﬂltk the state and semi-state bodies,
by directorships: this expcsés the state- Cdpltallcu nature of those
bodies and refutes the Flaiﬂ that they are in any sense socialist.

2 A larger nuuber of medium#éized firmsg gome with.tbeir roots in the

" thirties period of attempted Griffithite independence, which are now

‘vertically integrated with the larger firms or with cross-channel
monopolies (See UT from September 68 onwards).
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8 Some tens of thousands of smaller firms, mainly under family control.
In declining areas, these are being squeezed by contracting markets;
in the developed urban areas, by property speculators, rising rents
and congestion costs. : ’ \

4 Some hundreds of thousands of farmers, the majority of whom are on
small-holdings, employing no labour outside the family. A small
minority run large farms as successful businesses, employing labour:
these group themselves with 3. . :

o Skilled workers in the developed areas; an expanding group. A high
proportion of these are employees of state and semi~state bodies:
this feature is #bsent in the Six Counties.

6 Skilled workers in the declining areas. This group is often self-
employed or acts as small local employers, rising up to 3 if it can.

7 Unskilled and part—time unemployed in the developed areas, often
Trecent migrants from the country. T

The unskilled and part-time unemployed element in the declining
areas, listed in the Six-County analysis, is virtually extinct, as
it has been forced to migrate to the cities (joining 7) or into
emigration, due to the low rates of pay and unemployment benefit.

There is also a substantial student and young graduate populationm,
drawn however from the better-off classes to a greater extent than-
in the Six Counties. It constitutes an unstable radical force while
its members are young, before the patronage of the state and the -
ascendancy firms has asserted itself. : '

Groups 5 to 7 are largely organised in trade unions. Trade union
democracy has, howaver, become moribund and the leadership is largely
in the hands of a bureaucracy hostile to democracy and under the
influence of the. state (by directorship in state companies) and the

" employers (via the ‘Workers® College™). This is a serious obstacle to

the development of the workers® understanding and has given rise to
considerable alienation of the membership. Some progressive leadership,
however, has come forward mainly through the efforts of the Irish
Workers® Party, but the extent of this is not great, only. four members
of the Dublin Trades Council being in the IWP out of a total membership
of some hundreds. There is some progressive politically conscious

trade union middle leadership associated with the Labour Party.

The farmers’ organisaticns are fragmented  and mainly under large~
farmer leadership. Worker-farmer alliance ‘is almost non-existent: it
is government policy to play off one against the cther. Small-farmer
organisation exists in local land leagues: these have sought worker
support in their agitations on a few occasions. Small-farmer support
for the NFA exists in the West, Northwest, Northeast and Southwest.
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In the. South. and: South small~farmer support has tended to
crystallise round . the. TCMSA which acts also as an organised calf-
suppliers’® presg Ssure group, in conflict with the Eastern \FA interests
which tend to bé rancher. The NFA-has a local club organisation
which iw. democrat1C'dnetmore open'ku influence from below than the -

ICMSA. hiy: 6
}olltlcallvi proup 1, orlwlndll unionist, bkaed I"lne Gael, while
group 2 'was emerging vader  the a Fail banner. In its earlv days,
nd

ian
Fianna F4il was le by group 2 and

d ed for support .on.sections
of group 3 (those which werd industr

i

5

pen
al rather than cormercial),
} and the less politically

AL

@
i

sections of" group 4 (the smalliholders

consc1oub e-emeu*s of orou; 5, 6-and 7
At present, Fianna F4il is. ‘under the united leadership of groups

1 and 2, Lontro1iln by patronage large sections of group 3 (contracts),

group 4 (grants, w1Lh the" dole ‘for the lowsr s strata) and groups 5

S
& and 7 (housing). It z2lso control the graduate element by means of
Jcbs in or near the ¢iate machine and in :the management of the major

firms. -

Fine Gael relies now on soﬁe group 3 support (ma 5n1y small
commercial), some group.4 (large-fa armer), and draws its leadership
from Dublin large- prover_y“ riented professionals. It has fulfilled
the function of providing on. ‘behalf of the ruling class an alternative
government on the English pattern, to give the illusion of change
while in fact changing nothing. In-this it has been backed by the -
Labour Party

There are signs that the senior 61e_in this phoney alternative is
now being aSSLyned to the Labour Party with (the ruling class hope)
Fine Gael as support.

- The breaking of the hold on po olitics bv the ruling class (that is,

groups 1 and 2 as listed) is g011g to depend on the radical left
being strong enoub11 to defeat this Strategy.

The Labour Paer draws its suppert Hd1L1j from group 5, together
with those elements ¢f group 7 who have been urbanised for a long
time. Originally it pxov1ded its own 1eadersh1n now it increasingly
draws on uqiversity professionals for its le eadership, who have no

direct e experience of the class struggle and no theoretical socialist

understandtqt. It carries the aff111atlon of the major trade unions:
this is a potential for radical influence of its policy, provided
trade union democracy can be duvnloper and used as a means of

educathg the members! hip. The existence of the trade union affiliation
is the dec1d1ng factor that dis stinguishes Labour from Fianna Fdil

and Fine Gael and renders it part of the broad Labour movement,

despite its present compromising middle-class leadership

~d




The Republicah Movement complements the Labour Party in that it
depends for its support on some elements of groups 3 and 4 (small
family-owned business under national-minded management; small farmers
~without adequate capital) as well as group 6 end those elements of

group 7 who are recent migrants; also increasing numbers of group
5, for which the Labour Party and Republican Movement are in

competition.

it would be wrong to consider the structure of the Lzbour movement
without examining also the Workers® Party. Based mainly in Dublin,
where it draws its recruits mainly from groups 5 and 7; it is. ‘
numerically of comparable strength to the Republican Movement ‘in the
city. Sales of the Irish Soctalist to the United Irishman are . =
comparable in Dubiin. It has consciously espoused Connolly’s Marxism
from its foundation in 1948; its older members had deep roots in the
preceding Labour and Republican movements. It has worked comsistently
for democracy in the trade unions in Dublin, and is not without

influence in the Trades Council.

Thus between them, the Labour and Republican movements represent
the conscious national and social aspirations. of some of group 3,
most of group 4, and all of groups 5, 6 and 7. These groups, if united,
would constitute a formidable class alliance before which groups 1
and 2, and their dependents in group 3, would not stand a chance.

The question is: who is to lead this alliance?

The strategy chosen by the Republican Movement will decide this.
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Section &

TWO ALTERNATIVE LONG-TERM STRATEGIES

A movement capable of liberating Ireland from imperialism must unite
all of groups 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 in the Six Counties, together with

groups 5, 6 and 7, and the working owner-manager Llements of groups

3 and 4, 1n the 26 Ccunties.

t must have principled, theoretically clear leadership which
understands and acts on the principles of Cennelly. It must have
trade union links and substantial influence in other mass organisations
(farmers, tenants) through the organised pressure of its membership.

It must have an active local organisation, with education for its
members. It must also be organised on a factory and specialist ba31a.
Its local bodies must be co-ordinated by a strong regicnal and
national organlsatlon d=zmocratically structured and disciplined.

It must have an all-Ireland newspaper, and an electoral pollcy that
unites the masses of the listed groupings behind it. Its policy

should be to contest-elections and take seats, cr not, according to
tactics (that is, needs). It must have adequate discipline and control
over representatives. It must be prepared to defend its polltlcal
gains from counter*revolutlonary attack, using such force as is
necessary to do sc. It must also be prepared to use tactlcal
militancy in an aggressive manner where the met result is to
strengthen the orgemisation cf the people.

There is some theoretical clarity émong the leadership of the
radical grdups, including the middle leadership of the Labour Party.

Trade union affiliations te the Labour Party exist; experience of
trade union work exists .in the Workers’ fgrty and . the Fepubllcan
Movement. The Republican Mcvement ‘has experience of work in tenants’
associations and farmers’ orpanisations (thcugh the latter. is only
in isolated areas). The Rep ublican Movement has the a11 -Ireland paper.
The Labour Perty has clectoral experience, but no positive experlence
of control of deputies by the movement. Physical defence expcrlencc
ex1sts in the Republican Movement.

Thus, most of the component elements for a movement as outlined
exist. The questiom is how to weld them into a cohesive whole.

There are two possible paths that might be advocated in the present
situation:

1 To develop co-ordinated action between the movements which have
the greatest clarity of thought, and to wean the Labour movement away

Lo
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. communism from Fine Gael would mak

.would be strong.

from middle-class leadership. This may be called the road of the
national liberation front. ci

2 To seek alliance with the
the Republican Movement speci
Party is weak, thus
areas; to seek short
organised radical gr

Labour Party as ‘it is now, building up
fically in those areas where the Labour
leaning more on groups -3 and 4 in the declining
~term electoral gains by dissociation from the
oups. This may be called the Clann road. -

.+ The second course will undo

_ ubtedly have attractions for some. However,
this is'the.path of compromise that the abstentionists correctly fear;
for a parliamentary movement hostile to the 'Left, without a disciplined
organisation and a correct theoretical base, is open to becoming the
compliant tool of the ruling-class groups which at present manipulate

Fianna F4il and are organising, by injection of compromising leadership
material, to manipulate the Labour Party, ' - N

The first road is the only reputable one, and the Ard-Fheis
resolutions 8, 9 and 10, defining as they do a positive attitude towards
co-ordinated action with. the radical Left, give a clear mandate for
it. It will not lead to short-term electoral success, but it will
generate a more principled movement which will be able to. influence
the Labour Party from the left via direct contact and via the trade
unions. When the existing Labour Party leadership exposes itself as
compromising, the contacts and machinery will be ready to take in
rapidly the many socialist defectors, and the road will be clear to

build a revolutionary movement on the lines indicated at the beginning
of this section. ;

It would alsc have the effect of stren
Left and rendering it more difficult for
as .the long-term perspective of al
Left would exist in the minds of L

gthening the existing Labour
Labour to ally with Fine Gael
lying with the socialist-republican
abour supporters. Denunciations of

e the Tabour rank and file choose

he united socialist-republican Left

]
sides, and the attraction of &

In order to make this Strategy effective, however, it is necessary

for the'Movement to examine closely, and make. any necessary changes
in, its structure and tactics. : :
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ARGUMENTS ON ELECTORAL POLICY

arguments in relation to the electoral policy.of.the Movement .~ = !
must be considered in the light of the

historical context.

i1 situation where
ation, and rapidly becoming

accepted by the people.

Thie

the people

original Republican

The recogpnition of

together with the world crisis, gave ris

abstention
parliament
during the

situation
defeat of the armv of the
with imperial support, it

existed iu the twenties, but following the military
R:pub11c by the count ter-revolutionary forces
became more and more.difficult to convince

$ive active support tc the shadow of the

to continue to

states
thip rise of fiahna rgil,
e to & sltuation when, i _
had teen abandoned, an independﬁnt principled voice in the

could have exposed the compromising leadership of de Valera
course of the thirties. The social forces which the

[

]
fos

v de Valera and the

s

Republlcan Congress raliied for a pgrloﬁ would have provided the radical
social objectives and social cons ciousness necessary to link a
revolutionary movement with parliament ary Leprpsentﬂtlves-

Instead, the then IRA leadership, hav1n§ given tacit support. to
Fianna FA4il in the 1930-32 period, found its self in the political -
position of attacking the Congress from the right, with the result .
that the Movement lost many of its socially conscious members.

it became clear that de Valera had
betrayed them, and having lost the bulk of its most politically conscious
element, had no option but to maintain a purely military rdle, as

during tHe forties and fifties there did not exist a well-defined and
accepted radical political, social and e economic programme capable of
guiding a parliamentary group, had such existed; nor was the purely
military organisational form adapted to this purpoese

What was left of the IRA, after

The adoption of Sinn Féin by the IRA did not alter the
P : ) : !

in 1948
situaction in any way. -

The primary objective of the Movement in the fifties was the mllltaxy
campaign, and the political wing of the Movement played a purely
supporting réle. Llectoral victories, such as that of 1957, were not
used to build a mass movement or to build links with the people by
u01tat10n or organlsatlon. Opportunities prPSﬁntod by the mass

sunemployment in the fifties, and land agitation in the midlands, were

passed over.

11
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£ kRepublicéns in Irish history are the ones who have always pointed

‘passed by Westminster, Dail Eireann — the parliament of the. Irish
people — existed. This parliament rejected the Act in the name of the 1

It is fitting that the nature of abstention and the historical
circumstances which gave rise to it should again come up for
examination. The purpose of this section is to see, in the light of
the analysis of the present situation, whether abstention is still
relevant or not, examining the arguments for and against, and to draw
what the Commission consider to be a valid conclusion.

The traditional arguments for non-participation in parliament can be
summarised as follows: : o - :

1 WESTMINSTER Rejection of the right of Britain to govern any part
of Ireland or ‘to interfere in any way in the internal affairs of
Ireland must mean refusal to send representatives to her parliament
and to give any allegiance to her head of state, the Queen. By seunding
representatives to Westminster you may make short-—term gains in
propaganda if you have men of the right calibre, but you weaken your
base of opposition and you divert the attention of the Irish people
from action at home to achieve independence by giving them a vague
hope that something tangible can be achieved at Westminster. A people
seeking freedom, mno matter how determined they may be, will always
try the easy way, and the will to tackle the more difficult direct
way will be sapped if there is any slight hope that an easy, though
roundabout, way exists. : ‘

the more direct way, whether it be one of direct political actionm,

as in the United Irishimen’s Back Lane parliament, the Fenians’ Land %

League, or Sinn ¥Féin’s D4il Eireann in 1919; or military action, as
in many other instances. There may have been instances of individual
republicans taking the parliamentary road and going to Westminster,
but never at any time did the Republican' revolutionary movement make
a decision to send representatives to London. There had never been an

Irish republican in Westminster until Larry Ginnell left the Parliamentar}
Party and joined the Republican Mcvement. In the eyes of the Irish people!
wie would be a very retrograde step for a republican to go there now.

2 STORMONT and ZEINSTER HOUSE Both of these parliaments had their

origins in a British Act of Parliament:. the Government of Ireland Act 1

1920 — the 'constitution of Northern Ireland'. At the time it was °

Irish people. A year later a treaty was forced on the Irish people,

and this Act was the basis of that treaty. Republicans rejected the
Treaty as they had previously rejected the Government of Ireland Act.
The effect of Fianna Fail’s entry into Leinster House was that Fianna
Fail thereby accepted the terms of the Treaty, just as the Nationalists
in the Six Counties accepted the Treaty by taking an cath of allegiance
to the Crown. The Republican Movement has never accepted the Treaty,
even as a framework within which to act. By not accepting it, they have
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- weaken the will te revolt. It would even indicate

‘revolutionaries who ‘have no crust
_revelutionary.mévement, thus tak
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also refused to accept Stormmont and Leinster House as legitimate
pariiaments. This is the principle to which. the Republican Movement
has held, anéd this is the principle which would be abandoned at last
if we sent representatives. to Stormen* and Leinster House,

Te abandon this principle at the present: juncture would have twe
impediate effects: : ]

1 It would b2 a majcr tactical victory for:the Establishment, as it
would indicate that.the cni
the state .- both states — hed
constitutionzl framewerk. It would strengthen parliamentarianism and

that republicans

at last come to heel, and azccepted the

believed they no longer had the right to revolt.

8
the Republican Movement would be rhattered. Zven at the Wors
when the imago

of times,
of the hepubiicen Movement was bad, whern they apneares
En Leve no peliey, Lta, rhe people always knew in their uesrts that
they could not be beaten and could not be bought, aad that they sought
nothing for themselves, but were #illing to give all for ‘the natiom.
This is why such widespread mass support was always ready to flock to
the Republican Movement whenever they had a victory — whenever the
pecple saw that they were in with a chance they gave them their full
backing becaure they trusted them. When they failed, they wera
abandoned, ;

The widespread belisf of the Irish people in the basic integrity of
= £ &~
L.

Apart from these arguments, there are many others for maintzining
a policy of direct political and military action and abstainins from
parliamentary acticn at present. _ R

If the Republican Movement becomes a parliamentary varty, they will
gain the suppert of the more moderate republicans and luse the support
of the hard-line wilitant republicans. Appeasement and compromise,
first on small isgues, later op larger ones, will graduzlly begin,
iz order to hold the support of a wide number of people. Expediency
is essertial in politics, as otherwise you will lose the votes, and
there is ne point in being in parliamentary politics unless you try
to get the votes. A structure in which the parliamentury group would
tend to dominate the Movéménc,_as in the case of the Labour Party,
would arise. While the Republican Movement is thus engaged iIn
parliamentary politics, it is most likely that the more wiliatnt
ia'parliaments will £form their own

aking from us our whole reveluticnary
base. ‘

Great progress
the confidence of
parties; and in ex
in the North and

has been made in the past few years in undermining
the pecple in the Establishment and the political
posing the inadequacy of parliamentary institutions
‘the South. We have taught the people the value of

-t
=2)

y major political group of dissidents within



direct action and must mot ‘do anything . which would restore their
confidence in thé present political or social framework by giving the
impression that good 'men :can reform it from within. ' :

Argumenté fbf'b&rtiéipdtion in Leinster House and Stormont in the
present historical context ' | t

The basic principle of the Movement is the establishment of a 32—
county socialist republic. The methods whereby this is achieved can only _ X
be described as tactics. It is unsound to elevate any particular tactic
to the status of a principle.

The arguments’may be subdivided into (1) arguments that have arisen

from the changes in the external situation, and (2) arguments arising n
from the internal development of the Movement. r
t
External arguments ©
i,
(a) The 26-County people in the referendum have shown quite clearly that i
they value and want to use the existing electoral system in order to u
defend themselves as best they can against the dictatorship of large- e:
property acting through the property-based parties, Fianna F4il and ¥ine he
Gael. , '
(b) The Six-County people have shown by their support for the civil te
rights demand, one man one vote, that they are interested in and want by
to use the existing electoral system, provided it is improved in respect .af
of local government. : S o S - Me
: AR Iy
They have also shown in the February 1969 Stormont election that they it
are prepared to support a radical alternative to unionism, on a non- th
sectarian basis. The crushing defeat of the Nationzlists; and the vote pa
for the moderate radical group involving Hume and Cooper, together with Pa
the significant vote for the People’s Democracy candidates, can only be cr
regarded as a significant expression of a wish to vote for a radical th
alternative within the Six-County framework, illusory as this may be. dey
The fact that this voting pattern has not reflected itself in seats to
the same extent is a result of the inflexibility of the English electoral | .
system. PR would have thrown up a significantly changed Stormont. ] Wil
: . ; L r, or
The failure of the people to vote Nationalist despite Blaney’s appeals } to
is a further rebuff for gombeen nztionalism of the old type. The only ‘ sot
principled body with an 211-Ireland organisation is the Republican ] th§
Movement. It can, if it asserts itself now, provide principled: leadership § opr
within a broad anti-unionist and anti-imperialist alliance with ;
progressive social objectives. Such an alliance will develop, whether
the Movement participates or not. But without Republican participationm, us
gen

the danger is that the long-term objective of a 32-county republic, and

the need to build an ali-Ireland enti-imperialist movement, will be lost.
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(c) There is a steady trend of young radicals into the 26— bOUﬂLy Labour
Party: these would come to us were we more credible.. There is no. .
‘doubt that the Labour Party,_desplte its’ apparent-radicalism, has: an
ba51ca11y opportunist 1eadersh1p, and theze people will be d15111u51oned
‘in due time. If there is no cra=dible movement to the left of them

they will be d13111u3101ed for .good, and there will 1ntervene a. .

' generatlon of polltlcal doldrums 11ke that whlch followed the thlrtles._
All these external aryuments add up to the fact that there is a

meed for a principled °2-county radlcal group, in. the natlonal

e '?f»revolutlonary tradltlon, based on - Connolly 4 teachlngs, to the 1eft
; ~of Labour. »

ST . The Republlcan Movement represents the great malnstream of the :
v natlonal and social revolurlonary tradltlon. The Labour Party
’ represents,e tradition of national and soc1a1 tompromlse‘ e key to
~the . future is. the: establlshn&nt of means whereby ‘the radical ‘clement
of Labour can.be swept into a genuinely. revolutlonary position in the.
Connolly tradition. The ep‘vllcan Movement cen and nust develop » e
that these menns..basrtellv, the . ‘present. agitations on housing and.trade i
“union democracy must .be kept. ups... and, so . organlsed as .to 1nvolvo all v
. existing radical polltlcal groups -as well -as trade unlonlsts and 'g
Fine homeless people.u' A i 3 : #
~ But the next St°p w111 not be clear untll the Republlcan Movement
" takes 'up full polltlcal part1c1pat10n. For if the Republ1can Movement,
T by contlnuous agltatlon,:succeeds in- forcing the Labour Party . 1nto an 1
pect pparently genuine radical position, the r8le of . the Republlcan
: Movement in doing thls ‘will be ignored, and.the Labour ADs, with -
full pUbllLle,. 11l reap the benefit, unless the E@publzcan Mbvement
'y : ts. IDs .to sit . ;and.. glve 1ndependent pr1nc1pled voice to
= ls. .of he ag;tatlons. On. the other, hand, if the Labour
te’ party conservatlves retaln the ;lead to the extent' l :
7ith arty radrcals be om_wd131llu310ned«and leave, . they,wlll ‘have. nowhere !
¢ be redlble to .80 unless _the. Republlcan Movement . 1s organlsed 0., recelve,*
[ them and to put up pr1nc1p1ed IDs to take thelr seats and v01ce the e
o demand of the dlspossessed.‘ B g v b
to . ol TR o < :
ctordl Emther way, the external argument that Lhe Republlcan Movement L
' 11 lose out to- the opportunlst—led Labour Party, whether radlcsllsed
: ; not; unless it.engages in independent polltlcal action, is strongs
ppeals § » ignore it would consign'the Movement to historical limbo,.as- ltS
1y ] urces of recrults drled up and its mcmbers became dlsllluﬂloned
i e : _r deds;belng stolen and part1a11y 1mplemented by a b331ca11y
lership § un" thab urx movement.,‘“
187 The negatlve tradltlon of glorlous fallures whlch has been Wlth'
:ion, for so many centuries will contlnue unbroken through a further ’

- and

‘ eratlon of . frustrated effort.
1ost.: o
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- Internal Arguments

- rights’and PR, committed itself to/'the defence of such democracy as

on by 6ther pseudo~radical parties such as the NILP.

‘denﬁiés-@Béré the“Mﬁvement‘and*its local representatives: have
- worked ‘guccessfully together, TR L TR @

% Théféthgdéfnumﬁérwdf internai-argﬂhéntﬁz'vn
(a).ThejMovemehtVﬁas already, by implication in the campaign for civil

exists ‘dgainst repression by the unionists and nec-unionists. This
battle could be waged more strongly by good men in the places where =
the repressive laws are made. ., . FLOREEREE Ty e

(b). The ‘Movement has from time to time organised pressure on. TDs, - -
together with other groups, to stop repressive or bad laws being ..
passed. It is easier to press a TD if he is part of the Movement,
'and,resﬁdnsiblé»no'its leading bodies. T '

(c) The Movement in the Six Counties has committed:itself to the support
of demands for ‘democratic reforms such that, if conceded, there would.
be mearly as much limited democracy in the Six Counties as there is.

in the 26 Cgunties.' This will bezsmélrfconsola:ianvtovrepdhlicans in -
the Six 'Counties unless they :are.gble to manceuvre more effectively.
within the ‘slightly wider framework. Indeed," the involvement of "
republieans ‘in the local government arena im the ‘Six Counties is of

the highest urgency, if the favourable situation created. as a result .

U P S oee B i

of ‘Republican involvement in civil-rights is not- to be capitalised

. -It-dg ‘worth noting that the Six-County local authorities as at... &
present constituted have more actual power than those of the 26 Counties, .
the latter having been curbed in 1941 by the ‘County Managers Act,
which puts ' the 'real local power in the hands of the civil service.,
Thus,;thg*participatibn‘offRepuhlicanwcbuncil¥drs;iﬁ;S@ﬁﬁCounty*localx
electionsi“e%ﬁécialiyﬁﬂf*étfeng;hened by a broadened franchise, . . .
would lhiave an even more positive effect in helping ‘the ‘people to

oféaﬁiﬁent"“igﬁf*fbf“theirﬁﬁigthAthahlhés*been~p055ibleLiﬁ;th3126

- therefore necessary to build up experience throughout the 2
3 'ty of combining vevolutionary parliamentary action, agitation, i
: organisations, and occasional aggressive militancy in ]
‘@8 to ‘show results im the form of building the Movement
and awakenipg'the people. Otherwise civil rights, if achieved in the
Six Counties, ‘and other agitational demands in the country as. a whole,
will bd:of no use to the Républican Movement, and they will' be used to
‘the”fuli'by oppertunisc and gombeen elements such as always ‘arise to
dominate'tﬁé_people_whenf@he latter are without effective principled.

radic#l leddership.

(d) The impact of the Criminal Justice Bill has made it quite clear
that the Leinster House machinery, although not very potent for
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produc1ne good laws — for which reason, among others, part1c1patlon has’
been rejected.hitherto by the Movement — 78 an an effective body for

prodUﬂlng bad laws, such as to réduce the level of. democ*atlc riphts to
1 3} that avallable undor Stormont.

Clearly,.the presence of pr1nc1p1ed TDn, in *he place where the bad
:laws are.made would help to prevent them DEln? made. Thus, pronded the
TDs had no illusions about u51ag the cxlﬁtlng state’ structure for p081t1ve
purpuses, and were actively engaged outside the Ddil in Zagznq the basis
« for a d2-county state structure based on the quanzsattono of the

. people, they would fulfil an 1mportant rolerw1t 1in paxllament exposlne
; and hlnderlng rcpre331ve 1eolslatLon." :

It is ‘necessary to analyae the corruptlon process of rlann‘”Fall by
the Clann.,rhey becamre corrupt because they. (a) had no theoretlcal
ase’ in the Connollv tradltlon, (h) had’ nO‘dlsc1p11ned revolutionary
rganisatio with conscious. understanding, (¢) had no- organlc dinks” ‘
1 . or anxsed woxkln 'people. The. elements which were rlsslng in "
Jtwenties and - forties row. been develow@e'aujf%c:anﬁlv to- enablu
e Movement, if it- had TDs, to instruct them speczfically on all key
i1ssues ‘with a,pollcy of democratlc re51stance to the re-conquest by

n llsh and other’ Lorelgn monopolles, and a'pcllcy of natlonal“and
-oc1al emanu1pat10n. T L | =y e

port

SR TN

It is 1ecesqa*y o lay down guldellnes coverlng._-'ai'-"’"' B

) the. ﬂholce of candldates3 ~Tfi,§j§wv~ . By . "
)_the relatlonsblp betw;en ‘the elected repr senﬁeEfVes.aﬁd.tﬁe C
Fovemeﬂt, 2 _ ‘ ) _ S S i”' L i .

oW

.

) the' relatlonshlp with 1nd1v1uuals; mass oroanzsatlons, and
representatives .of coportunlat polltlcal parties;,

H

relatlonshlp with the state machlne)‘" :Ql= '*3f,T’e{ fp T L v

) electoral progzammen. e e F;v‘- T S8 gy v“¥f1'a

LR A B

"'» )

- The followxnp cuidelines,. lf 1mp1eme1ted would enable a pr1nc1pled : ‘ é
tical movement of: 2 new type to be developed thaL would be the 4
orruptlble 1vher1tor Qf tne Lonnolly tradltlon. ‘ B

. . K i

. To' sayathat we should not take part Ln parllamentary actlon now e
: ean:that wa should never take such : ‘action. A movement with. e
11t1ca1 objective must obv1ous1y assune polltLpal pcwer to achleve
Such power can be galned either by. ex*rtharllementary methods Qr .
pular. vote.. If it can be done by populrr vote, then. we. should be_p
‘to do- 1; that way. -But we must nct negat1v¢ the p0551b111ty of .
Y“*"“parllamevtary methods. Therefore, it is of utmost - 1mportance
he right decisions at the right time. Just as certain
fcx,success must be present when taklpg extra —perllamentary

o] also eertaln constLons must be present before taklng
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parliamentary action, It is up to the leadership. of the Movement to

evaluate whether these conditions are present at any particular
timegor;ﬁlacé,;Whéﬁﬂweu;aké parliamentary action in Leinster House and
Stormont (and we .must open both options together) it must be .evident -
to the people that we haﬁefhad»a'seriesvof successful politi¢al actions,
have -a broad base of support, have a widespread aﬁd‘diSCOpliﬁe&“ o -
.organisatipn;{andIthat”our participatiqh:in parliament is a logical -

extension of successful revolutionary action. We will have .a mandate, 1

.not frcm,the_mbdgrates for reforms, but from the extremists for ﬁ
revolution. | L | - |

‘Candidates would not be chosen unless the Movement has had a
consistent prior record of public activity and links with the people’s
organisations‘in the constituency. A candidate would be local and .

would'perso“ally_have\Localiroots;'he»wpuId}be-gxperiengeﬁhin, p
revolutionary' theory and practice. He would ‘Be prepared to sign over 3
his whole salary if elected and -claim from the. Movenient *his ‘original r

salary p1us~voﬁ¢hed‘éxpensgs,_He,woﬁld alsoﬂ;QSigﬁfailéldgal and -, . E

regional . of i¢g;”3¢ting_a9,a_paidforganisérfférfthéthVéﬁéﬂt.'Héﬂmust, B

ofﬁébntéé;fﬁe‘agrééa’By the Ard-Chomhairle. . He would retain national

off‘ﬁe_if-élected‘by’the*Ard—Fheis, but shouidfncﬁlat

tempt to act as -

Y

é*t_gionalfde}égéte;nhandiﬂg over to'a substi

_Ab) Relationship with the Movemont must be based on regular meetings
With the local, tegional and national executives’ of the Movement, to
diseuss and ‘co-ordinate actions by. individuals, cumainn,. the mass
movemént and othér bodies with the current agenda in whichever of the
three assemblies he ac¢ts, in resisting ‘@il repressive and' refrograde: -
legislation and: exposing the inadequacy of the existing structure,
and ‘the hypocrisy of the leadership of the opportunist ‘patties by
pressing for the implementation of their verbal reforms. '

(c) ‘Retationship with others must ho based on the following primciples:
1 Individual cases to be éhannelled to the Movement via citizens’
advice'bureaux; ; ' © o e .
2 cbmmop-solutions_to_problems common to many individuals to be found
my'means‘of‘organiSation;‘ e . ' s T e
3 criticism of_br'éﬁppbrtffo? other organSiations.to.bé based on
policies rather thar individuals; good relations to be cultivated
with ordinary members:and:middie leadership while exposing compromising
policies of top leadership; : DU, & ' o
4'voting bf;iﬁdividualé*iﬁto'positicné«fo be based on an evaluation
of objective merit; “in consultation with the mass organisations -
concerned, rather than on rigid party considerations.

(d) Rélatibnéﬁiﬁ'wifh tﬁé’étatéVmaghine to be based on the assumption
‘that the'latfér'is'oftén composed of men of good will constrained by « :
a foreign structure; flaws in the structure to be sought and exploited

3
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A

by organlslng a co—ordlnated attack both 1n the assembly and from thel
mass organlsdtlons concerned

(e) Electoral prc?rammes to be w1Lhout unreallsable promlses," - .
obJectlvely statlng the. dlfflculty of. obtalnlng 51gn1f1cant advances b
within the ‘Six/26- County structure, streaslng the need for the people'
‘to press forward out51dc parllament with their own organlsatlons, :
guaranteeing support for this as far as p0531b1e ‘within the constralnts,
and stressing the urgency of resistance to. repre851ve and regress1ve
leslslatlon by. the unlonlsts and. mneo-unionists.,

1 5
"o, Sy

j Flnally, on the questlon of oaths of alleglance, 1t ‘is necessary
to state, with Gonnolly, that the" taklng of -an oath dev1sed by the o
?enemy to dlscommode the ccnsc1ences of members. of the Movement may be
-regarded as . nu11 and v01d by the 1atter, Jjust as. is an: oath taken_ ;,W
under duress. It has for centurles been the practlce for Irlsh h '
reyolutxonsrles te join the Brltlsh Army ‘to Work within that body to
mdermine’ Engllsh rule, taklng an oath whlch they ulsrtgard. :ﬁ

It is of course necessary to flght agalnst the oath as’ a c1v11 rlghts
issue as well, but members of the ‘Movement should have no ‘hesitation
i, taking dit, as did many: Fenians and others, in order to achleve the
main obJectlve of smashlng Engllsh 1mper1a1 rule in Ireland.»~
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Sectzon 4

PROPOSALS ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE MDVEMENT

In th1s f1na1 sectlon there are proposed ‘a number of organlsatlonal

changes which will enable ‘the Movement, ‘whatever strategy andftact1cs
are adopted, to. deVelop its: understandlng, its actioms and its 1links
with tHe ‘people in such a way 'as.to achleve the max1mum effect for a

.glven amount of effort.if:

The proposed organlsatlonal changes are Such as to leave opeﬂﬂa

number of strategic options. and tactlcal methods, belng adaptabie to'
a rapldly changlng s1tuatlon. i

The organlsatlonal changes may be summarlsed under 'Wo heads.*
(a) ‘integration of the existing Movement 1nto a unlflediwhole, o
(b) development of co—ordlnated actlon w1th other radlcal groups

Ihtegratton of the Mbvement

The appended,Constltutlon (Appendlx 1) is Lntended to comblne
prlnclple w1th flex1b11mty. 'It is net final: some detail remaln
be filled in. The main principle is that of a single, unified
1eadersh1p, to whlch all reglonal and spec1a11st fu;ctlons repor

It is. enVLSaged that the spec1allst functlons represfnted at t
regnlar meetlngs of the Ard-Chomhalrle should include

ach; trade. unlonlsts groups, farme. "‘gronos;'ﬂ
ITmshman action groups concerned w1th phys1ca1 defen
etcl

Specialist functions would have voice but no vote, unless the
personnel cancerned are regional delegates, ot electedgby ‘the Ar

Elected tepresentatlves on local authorities would constltute
SpéClallst groups at regional level. Slmllnrly, elected represen
to assemblies at national level would constitute a speclallst gr
should such a group be judged to be necessary. Such a group woul:
meet frequently with the Coiste Seasta on national issues, having
prev1ously been br1efed by the Movement in their own.individual are

It is necessary to stress the priority of the pol1t1ca1 obJect* es;

the role of all specialist groups must be subordlnate to the 1ntegrated
1eadersh1p of the Movement.

The historic link thh the Republican government, at present vested
in the Army Council, must be preserved. The cont1nu1ty may be malntalned
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by’ vesting the powers of the epubllcan goverament in a shadow cabinet,
with links into a “haﬁnw'ututu structure composed of ‘the: people’s cwn
organlsatlons,_nh.voon as stch’ a body becomes credible. .

Thc'tactical dv51reb1]1tg or otherwise of sending. elected "shygy -
represcntatlves to.take their seats and assume.the function of : £yl 1=
‘time -paid. agltqtor under the control of . the Movement is, of colitse;

subJect to- the conoenuus «¢f the “ovnmunt -on the ar9uments advanced-;n
sectlon 3. : D T R ey

Develbpmentﬁop'Cbﬁordinhteﬂ:4étién* C '“f"it_";;'“ff"”

lready tho practlc_ }55 tuen hataLl;shcd il menbers of tbe Movem@nt ‘ 7
‘acting on ad-hoc comm1tt>es With ‘other radical ﬁroupa on 1ssues such
.as hou51ng, CLVll rlght »ado unlon democra y '

“BE 48 env1saged £t At this work it COutlnuuS 8 de elop p081t1vely,
may be prosecuted more gffectlvely a uORVQDtlQH of -adlcal Croups,
or Natlonal leerntlon Front were to be set up.. 'Y Us e ‘

Association with such a Conven Lon ig previdedmﬁarVinﬁth":
‘const1tut1on al, notes (Apfnn@__' R ; BRI

ﬁ ‘ ’ Scmc prvllmlnary nothKtow rds,n%constltutlon for such a, Conventlon
: are given in Appendlx 2, It is _premature tc atteémpt to deflnp more
'prec1se1y the. structure of the: Conventloﬁ, but” ity is’ nec 8 to'allow
o o ofoxr'the p0551b111ty that é number of distinct conventloﬂa may’ememge
on a local or, reglcnal haal tgklng 1nto account the: dlff ERRL . s b
31tuat10ns which e¥1st in varlouu ‘rartg of the: eountrv. AL would be“
the, pollcy cf the Movement as, a. whol to: worl for .the maximum, eo=
ordlnatlon and ultlmatc unlty of al] such conventlons.

Z%e Shadbw E@puolzc'

It is necessary to stress. tu&t An pronortlon as- the Movem@nt is,
successful: in. draw1np topether the pedple” g organlsatlons 1nt _301nt
scouncilsiat local and roploﬁal level, and-: a% auCH councils develo“
standing and rescurcaes; tiere will be emerglng a ﬂew form of" State_
structure, close to the ppople, “that: will ha" cap@ule of rcplac1ng t*el'
g ,old state ma chlnt 1nher1Lud Trom thc perlod of dlrLCt Lngll h : '

Tbls yenu1nc rtvo]utlonary road, .if. vt is fOllOWLd conflst ntly,
with the makimum- org111Qnd unity of principied and dlSC’pllnEd radical
groups; will lead in the ;nreseo"b]c future to-a ~1tuatthn whnre
'"Horth and. South will apt;q Lth“ hands, again -it" ‘Will bt dtmonstrated
as@in ’98, that: the ‘pressure of g common: exploitation can make |
tnthus1ast1c rpbolq out - of a Protestant working- tla°s* earne t i

- champions cfcivil- ‘and rellglouu liberty out of Catholltu, and of bctL
a united social democracy’ . (James Connolly, Labour in Irish History).
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Appendzx 1
NOTES FOR A DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT o
AIMS The achlevement of a unlted 32-county democratlc republlc in )-a
‘accordance with the objectives of the 1916 Proclamatlon, in which : '
+the Republican principle of - democratic control shall be extended " E ‘n
throughout the social and economic structure of. soc1ety, and in which ok 2
‘the principal means of producing society’s wealth shall be. soc1a11y
owned and managed in the Lnterests of the Irish people._
METHODS The burldlng of the maximim unity of all Irlsh w0rkers i i
and ‘farmers and working owner-managers in the defence of Irlsh .social, v 5
economlc and cultural life from encroachment by foreign 1mper1allst1c .
1nterests and by 1arge—propert1ed monopollstlc 1nterests whether 1l
__jnatlve or forelgn. i AT . N U I N : I 5
t‘nv.? The. educatlon and 1nvolvement of ex1st1ng mas's organlsatlons to" i i
this end o : ; .
k L _c
Assoclat1on and afflllatron with~ broader bodxes on a;natl nal or J
reglonal ba81s as cons1dered tactlcally approprlate. '**-ﬁ},j?.,- - ?! ' T
_ If and when cons1dered tactmcally de81rab1e, the nomlnatlon of { “g
,candxdat“s“for electlon to the Dail, Stormont or’ Westmlnster, as; well !
as 1ﬁ 1 al government 1n both Slx and 26 Countles.ia ' : 3
ORGANI' TION A natlonal executlve,sh _be composed of S, ; 2 é
(a) ten’ members elected by the annual confe nce; ' ey -3

(b) one member from each regional executlvc, the size’ and composltlon
of the regions being ratified annually by the annual conference on a
motlon from the outg01ng natlonal executrve. ' i S T

The natlonal executlve shall elect its own chalrman who shall i
,vappolnt a staff, ‘not necessarlly composed of executlve members, subJect
to ratification by the executlve.ﬁv : b e

6
i

s

The staff shall con51st of speclallst offlcers deflned as necessary
from tlme to time. : ket 0 T

Specxalxst offlcers shall, 1f necessary, appoint commlttees to
help them in thelr work.‘l VAR .

Reglonal executlves shall be constructed ‘of delegates who sha11 be
leadlng‘members of - local cumainn. They shall elect a chairman from
‘among their own number, who- shall proceed to nominate a specialist
staff, subject to ratification by the reglonal executive.

L

|
i
3
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mnational ‘committée concerned with the spe ciality to the speclallst

Ccommittee at least once 4 munth.,‘, P P b5 : peg Lﬁp

Regional or national officers shall not hold cumann office for
more than one month after appolntment.'

Specizlist officers may Hold spec1ullst conventlons on a natlonal
and reglonal ba51s from tlme to tlme. P

4

Such SpeClallSt conventlons ‘may - recomnend the composxtlon of the»:vn

offlcef appointed by the natlonal execut;ve. -

The national exdcutive shdll meet at- 1easL quarterly, taking ati .
least two days for its deliberations. It shall hear reports from all
reglonal and spec1allst offlcers and shall decide pollcv for the. comlng
perlod 'i.: ok W :‘ £, - B e wl el - ,}w'ﬂﬁ; e e g o

The day*to*day 1mp1umcntatlov of the polf':éshall be the 2 .
responsibility of a standing committee, . con51st1ng of the chalrman e
and prxnc1pa1 officers and other. specialist ,officers as tactlcally
nace &sary Cpvary- apﬁ ialist officer must:. repurn i o] thL standlng

FINANCE" shall be based on a monthly: subscrlptlon of 1oca1 to

regional bodies, brought byithe délegate.:in’personj . llkewlse,*reglonalﬂ

delegates shall transmit to the national executive all money due on
the occa510n of the ngtlonal executlve meetlng.; ;;¢.1¢‘ : ; 5
e o oy ; 5

MEMBERSHIP shall be deflned by (a)$regu1ar attendance\at meetlngs,'m
(b) regular payment of dueS°‘(c) acceptance of the obJpctlves:and
methods of work; (d) implementing de01510ns and. reportxng bac ;
abiding by the dlSClpllne of ‘the cumann. ‘
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Appéndixfz_

. NOTES FOR A CONSTITUTION OF A DEMOCRATIC.CONVENTION

TS
oy

s Tﬁé.ééﬁiéﬁeﬁéﬁﬁ_oflé gpverﬁﬁ;ntvplgdgéd to the méximﬁm démqéféﬁiéation
of socigl an& ecdnomic life in the interests of Fhe_ggople.
Tg.fesiét'fqréign:édlifical,énd ecoﬁéﬁic contrdi;
Méié&ds
_' Tq'uﬁi;e‘allffqrcésIpreééredﬂtq(WQrk for ‘the abOVe‘OBjegtivg;:
To sﬁféngéhe;uthé—demoératicvb;gani;ations of the §?§plé.'s'

To cbﬁbtdinate efforts with other bedies both in Ireland and abroad
having similar objectives.

To défénd and~extend civi1 liberties; 2 3t : L et g
Organisation =

,'Néfiéhéi;_fégidﬁ%iﬁéndalééafg délégatésvfféﬁ”(a)_ekiating b&d;esz
affiliéﬁin33for'a!negistrapion“fee proportional to effective membership;

(b) Convention Clubs founded for the above objectives without prior .
existerice.. :

Mémbarship?

Direct or by affiliation.
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