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MERGER ATTACK
ENTERS NEW PHASE

WHEN the University Grants
Committee (UGC) 'merged' the
Ulster Polytechnic with the
New University of Ulster
(Coleraine), Magee College
(Derry) and the Art College
(Belfast) in 1984, it was
under a programme of 'ratio-
nalisation! which applied to
the whole of the north of
Ireland. '

-Whilst Queen's University
Belfast (QUB), the only
remaining independent insti-
tution in the north, was
not officially to form part
of the merged 'University of
Ulster' (UU), it was never-
theless to be re-organised
with the UU so that the
north could be generally
treated as a single univer-
sity area and thus become a
major avenue for government
cuts in education.

The term 'rationalisation!
was devised solely for the
purpose of deceiving workers
and students whose resist-
ance to these cuts would
otherwise have halted the
mergér process.

But two years after the
start of the merger it is
becoming increasingly obv-
ious to staff and students
that the merger, and its

| accompanying rationalisation
“is nothing more than a dis-
' guised attack on third-level

education, and resistance to

‘it is steadily growing.

In the UU, whole courses
have been axed and depart-
ments whittled away or rest-
ructured to accomodate the
needs of industry as opposed
to those of education. Stud-
ents applying to university
are thus increasingly find-
ing themselves herded onto

technology courses or indu-
stry oriented degree progr-
ammes much to the detriment

of tre *theoretical and acad-
emical courses which are
treditional tc universities.

This, together with the
introducticn of the new GCSE
exams for secondary school
pupils and the emphasis by
the Tories on creating '
'Technology Schools', bodes
i1l for the future of state
education.

The intent appears to be
the transformation of educ-
ational centres into factor-
ies producing fodder for
industry. The fact that this
will result in the collapse
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in standards of education,
and eventually in the degen-
eration of teaching stand--!
ards, appears to be of no
interest to the government
whose only concern is how to
reduce public expenditure

and help to prop up the fraillf

and dying Qody of British
industry.

This concern is again re-~

flected in the fact that the |

number of student places
available in the UU has
proportionally decreased

since the onset of the mer— |8 '

ger, thus meking it more and |

' more difficult for school
leavers and those returning
to education to obtain pla-

' ces-at a time when unemploy- |8

ment is endemic.

The restructuring of cour- }|

ses across the sites, and
| the changed administrative
- goals (including spending
| cuts), has also meant some

- staff being obliged to move |

- sites, conditioms of work

being changed detrimentally, f

and wages and salaries being
| eroded.

Some lecturing staff, parti- |
| cularly those from the
-Coleraine site, have had

- their lecturing hours dram-
atically imcreased from as

‘1little as 4 hours per week tof °°8 =3
Little as 4 bours per week tdg@f‘its departments to decide

‘anything up to 18 hours! On

. top of tke hours uired fory. ;
- OP O ours required for;severest ecuts, and it has

 been estimated that this will]
' result in the Yoss of 250 '

preparation, marking etc.,
this puts the teaching hours
of lscturers at such a lewel
as to virtually exclude the
 ressarch activities essent-
ial’ to a university. ‘

Meanwhile the UU and QUB
'must now compete both with
- each other and with other
universities in Britain for
' finances for research from -
[ a central fund. This fund
replaces the system whereby
all lecturing staff were
t automatically allocated an
amount for research purposesd
Now each institution must
submit to being ‘rated! In
- relation to the others and
allocated funds according to

AT pickets outside the Univernsity of lster,

Jondanétown.dua¢ngvtha anuang‘éimcka'agaLnAiA
undenfunding in. higher education. '

':

The recent rabting of QUB

_deflned it as an. ‘Yaverage'

institution and it has con-
sequently been ordered to

 slash its budget by a drast~
' ie T4% or £5.2 million..

-Subsequent to this announce-
'ment, Queens has reluctantly
begmn,an internal ordering

what, areas must suffer the

- jobs and severely curtail 1t=
-research abilities.

This cut comes on top of a

| previous £5 million or 15%
cut the university has been

foreced to implement since

1981.

Becéuse oft its transitional
character from seperate
institutions to a unified

university, the UU has temp-

orarily escaped being rated
until 1988/89 when the next
overall rating is to occur.

Meanwhile the wniversity has
'set up research centres
' seperate from the faculties

how well it measures up!

to isolate research activi-

ties from-the main body. of
university work. This will
resultt in the teaching staff

- Jof the university becoming

more. and more divided into

.[those who lecture and those
'who do research -

Slnce researchers Wlll

'then be easily 1dent1f1able, ‘
this will make it easier for
Tthe TGE t0- curtail its B

funding to the unlver31ty as

fand QUB must squabble wit
‘leach other over funds, t,:'

whole. In this way the:
1vers1ty‘adm1nlstratlon is

of the UGC!

Meanwhile the UGC contln—
ues to actlvely'encourage

end reward those who tailor
research to the needs oft:
crisis-ridden industry, t.
distorting university res:
learch our of all recognltlon.
The pressure brought to behr
by this process will haw
the effect of crushing 1
lterm research and destro
the breadth of universit
research generally.

Moreoverg'wﬁilsﬁ the

actually‘performlng the work_;
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two institutions are direct-
1y required, under 'ration-
alisation', to restrict

' they do not offer any ident-
f ical ones.

This means that students
 intending to take a partic-
ular course at university

| will have no choice about
 which institution to attend
and essentially means that
Queens is part and parcel of
the merger process. '

isms for reducing funding

nent's major policy of mer-
gers and amalgamations.

Jupon primary, secondary and
tertiary institutions alike,
liquidating entire schools

at a stroke. Policy which,

ik

their courses to ensure that

amongst other things, a

These most recent mechan-

stand as part of the govern-
.rapidly breaking down the
Policy which has been thrust |

-ions.

having been tried and tested [ed record of opposition to

in the north, is being the merger - see Red Banner,
adopted as part of the gov- [No's 1 & 2 - and we urge
ernment's education policy everyone to take up this
in Britain. struggle in their unions and

departments. All non-academic
bodies of the universities
should be withdrawn from and
replaced by union bodies
involving NUS, AUT, NUPE and
ASTMS. The immediate public-
.ation of all material from
the corporatist ICTU merger.
committee, which actively
assisted the bringing about
of the merger, should then

. All those in education are |.be demanded.

being set upon as a whole,

Education is just one area
being pruned and -eroded under
pressure from the deepening
world crisis. This crisis
demands an all-round attack
on workers and students with,

renewed effort to replace
grants for the latter with a
system of loans.

divisions that have been :‘.. OPPOSE THE MERGER!
formally imposed between the |

various levels and institut- . DEFEND EDUCATION!

The YSSS has an unblemish-

RASLR

®




EDUCAT ION

REVOLUTIONARY
QUESTION

1S A

THROUGHOUT the world, capib-

' alism is in desperate crisis
-from which there is only one

course of action it can .
take, that of attacking the

-gains of the world working

class on a huge scale and of

~driving relentlessly towards,

world war and a massive des-
truction of the productlve B
forces.

The ruling imperialist
elass is confronted with- the

| necessity to attack these

gains (fought for over gener-
ations) as an absolute.

This because the source of
the crisis is the mass of
contradictions inherent to
the competetive economy of
capitalism. Basing itself on

‘the exploitation of labour

for the creation of its
profits and on the pr1n01pal
of individual ownership of
the means of production,
capitalism finds itself rift
with these contradictions. -

Whilst individual capital-
ists must constantly strive
to expand their business so
as not to fall prey to com-
petition, they find that the
elimination of competition

‘results in a declining rate

of profit.

While the continued crea-

.tion of profits demands con-
. stant increase in production

to outstep rivals and com-
bat the effect of falling

prices, so increased prod-

| falls.

- wages, less than the value
of that which it produces, -
" the labouring class cannot .
- afford to buy the commodit-

uction results in. a glut on
the market and further price

While profits can only be
created from the exploitat-
ion of labour, they can only
be 'realised' when the prod-
ucts of that labour are
sold. And since the exploit-

- ation of labour necessitates

paying it, in the form of

ies which alone can produce
the capitalist's profit.

Only expansion to new mark-
ets can then resolve the
problem.

These and other contradic-
tions drive capitalism with-
out let-up towards a crisis
of overproduction wherein alll
available markets have been
developed to capacity and
commodities can no longer be
sold to realise profits.

At this point the capital-
ist frantically tries to
move in on the markets of
other capitalists (causing
wars in the proeess) and
simultaneously tries to
offload his financial crisig
onto his workforee, with
dismissals and wage cuts.
But in turn this depletes
the markets further and exacH

- and more workers become’ |
unemployed and unable to buy |

 the working class since the

a strong force ready and
able to withstand the attackq.
-of erdisis-ridden capitalism.

I Russia, the nationalised

. forms of organisation.

erbates the problem as more

the products of labour.

But a period_of gains for

second world war has created

411 gains, from those of
the October revolution in

property relations and the

creation of the Red Army; to |
the trade unions, the health

service and education, have
| been gains within capitalism{
~A11 have cost great sacrif-

ice and called for higher

Central to these forms of
struggle has been a break
with the class enemy. The
pressure from the ruling
class bears down with incre-
asing weight on our. leader-
ships, and, in this period
of severe crises, has found
expression in a tendency
towards corporatism wherein
our leadership, elected for
battle, attempt to negotiate
away the class war.

Concessions wrung from
the ruling class by these
elected representatives in
secret committees are sold
to ourselves as the 'new
realism'!. Eric Hammond, a
purveyor of corporatism, is
used to create a fifth col-
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Teachens in London Zaét Septemben demonéiaathg in de¢hncz ol pay and educat¢on.
- Resistance continues to le stepped up By an infroken wonking class.

um. (the enemy within) in

t the working class and among

its middle claés allies.

But world wide the working
class is unbeaten. This is
not the thirties with its

isolation of national liber-

ation struggles; with its
full collaboration with the
ruling class {Ramsey McDona-
1d)3 with its breaking of
the fighting spirit of the

third international and nat-?

ional betrayals (Stalinism);
and with its wholesale imp-
risonment and murder of ‘
trade unionists (fascism).

The world working class,:
as expressed in Soweto and:
Wapping, have no. intention -
of rolllng over under the -
pressure of - thls Tnew real-
ism'. :

The obgectlve creation of |

these gains has been a very
complex process. The ruling
class have adapted and con-
ceded in order to avoid
anihilation., This is no lo-
nger possible. The law of
value has had its way. No
more adaptions or concesss

PR

I

1 eration struggles (Libya,

{ working class in the metro-

ions, this is the TWature of
the regime of Thatcher in
Britain and Reagan in Amer-
ica. And all 'liberal! and
other regimeg are drawn into
their conspiracies as with
'1ittle' Denmark against
Libya, 'democratic' Holland
against South Africa, and
the Stalinist regime in
Poland against the British
miners.

Tmplaccable opposition to
their imperialist plans
draws the 'line of death!
for the crisis regimes of ]
Reagan and Thatcher. On that
side stands 1mper1a11sm, the
Tuling class and its decre-
pid relationships (including
the corporatist ones). On .
this 51&6, the national 1ib-

South Afriea, Iran and Pale-'
stine), the gains of the

politan countries, the trade
unions, the health service,
the education system, the
arts, and the very independ-
ence of communities from the
state and its bodies.

Education in this epoch

becomes a revolutionary
question, not because of

some dogmatic stance, but by

its essence. The issue of
education becomes a necess-
ary vehicle through which to
mobilise trade unions and
communities.

The wholesale attacks mean .

'rationalising' education to
the bone and leaving mere
training camps with the

words ?EBducation makes Free-

dom" written over ‘the entr-

ance.

The Internatlonai Socialist

ist participation of unions
in State bodies.

Withdraw from all
committees!

. No secret negotiations!

. Demend affiliation of AUT
to the ICTU!

ot

.League opposes all corporat- .
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Scien

tists

":project and the fact that it

| from current projects, the

"1 as scientists, we cannot

| amongst the scientific

{ States and in Britain.

MASSIVE opposition to
Reagan's 'Star Wars' project,
erroneously entitled
'Strategic Defence Initiat-
ive! (SDI), is building up

commmities in the United

In November of last year
a statement signed by more
than 60 British computer
scientists and published in
widely circulating computing
newspapers, expressed concery
;about SDI and disassociated

1in the 'initiative!.
i

As well as pointing out theg
:unrealistic nature of the

j1s diverting resources away -

statement. expresses fear that]
'Star Wars is involving them
.in a political fight which
"they find abhorent.

'Although we are speaking

ignore the impact of our
participation in the polit-
“ical process.' :

~]

Since the publication of
this statement, more and mord
computer scientists and
physicists (the two. areas
most directly involved in
Star Wars research) have
refused to become involved
cand have shown increasing
‘anger that civil research
programmes are either being
corrupted or smothered as a
consequence of the political
and economic pressure for
militarisation being brought:
to bear by the United States:
government.

Subséquent to‘tﬁé.ééttinghy
up of a special Ministry of

:1ts signatories from research

Defence SDI office in Brit:
an Anglo-American Star War:
Treaty was established whi
| specified the rules under
which UK research projects
are atarved of funds from -
British government. Scient
ists, under this procedufe.
are being given massive in-
- centives to work for Stal
| Wars projects with 100 per
cent funding. )

Following the signing of
" the treaty a British anti-
| Star Wars group called
'Computing and Social Resp-
| omsibility' has been set 1
-which many top scientists

. from such places ag the

" Turing institute, Imperial
f College and Manchester,
Cambridge and Edinburgh
-universities have joined.

. In America too, scientis
“are signing statements vow-
:ing not to accept any funds
' for Star Wars research.

i Nearly 7,000 such scientist
“have signed a pledge callir
i SDI 'ill-conceived and
“dangerous' and stating ﬁﬁaf
" they will not participate
Cdn it. »
' One British scientist,
"Richard Ennals, resigned
his research position in +tt
Mvey Logic Programming
initiative at Imperisl
College London, in protest
at the way researchers are
being sucked into the milit
ary arena.

'"We're in a kind of dang-
erous vacuum. The governmen
is unlikely to offer us any
further research money be-
fore the next election.!

In desperate crisis, imp-
erialism is relentlessly

b
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propelled towards total
militarisation and elimin-
ation of the mationalised

-} property relations of the
{Soviet Union and the Eagstern

Blode nations.’

This military expansion is
now so extensive that its
reactionary adveocates are

oblivious to scientific arg-

uments -even in weapons
research establishments.

. Scientists working both in,

mllltary and civil areas
have continually pointed out

the physical barriers which

exist to the creation of
'intelligent!' military sat-
ellites in space.

The computer code necess-
ary would be of devastating
proportions and, even if it

was not impossible to create,

1t would certainly contain
in-built errors.

Amongst other things it
would have to be able to
take account of atmospheric
variations and primarily .
would need to be based on
the concepts of 'Artificial

1 Intelligence! (AI) in order

to enable it to make assess-
ments and take action ace-
ordingly. This in itself
presents an insurmountable
obstacle.

After having countless
resources pubt at its disp-
osal, AT is no closer to
producing an ‘'intelligent!
system than it was decades
ago.

This is because it depends

Jon the impossible empiricist

concept that the process of
thought can be fixed and
encoded to provide computers

Jwith the ability ‘e 'think!.

Based on this idealist

’eonception many computer
~scilentists, driven by bour-

geols pragmatism, have
succeeded in producing noth-
ing more than a few useful
'expert systems' while being
constantly assaulted by
contradictions which they
are incapable of grasping.

Despite these obstacles,
the United States govern-
ment,” in a desperate bid to
capture all appropriate
technology for its military
programme, has extended its

-grasp to Brltaln, where with

the help of the Tory govern-
ment, its financial incent-
ives are disigned to lure
and drive scientists into

‘the fold in the hope of

producing new results that
will transform the Star Wars
project from a broken pipe

dream into a viable means of |-

destruction.

As well as giving overt
cash offers US contractors
are attemptinhg to woo
conscience-pricked scient-
ists by disguising the
relationship of the work to
the Star Wars project.

A psychological tectic of

" REAGAN

‘this kind which attempts to
icircumvent the social con-
iscience of the scientific
ccommunity, is that of invel-
ving scientists on the basis
jof determining the !'feasdil-
+ility! of SDI - even though
+imperialism's absolute
‘determination to bring it
about leaves no room for
-doubt about its practicality

This 1s analogous to sei-
entists in the 1940's diig
cussing the possibility of
the nuclear bomb whilst Iumemw:
‘ing that it would be use&'@y
the military.

Naturally 1mperialism PIEE-
fers to avoid concentratimg
on the death and destructiiom
-into which the whole plamet;
¢ould be plunged in the'®
event of a materialisatiom
of the Star Wars project. -

It therefore attempts to
obscure the relationship
‘between the idea and the
reality with reference onlhy
to 'feasibility!'.

Clearly scientists are
,once again being confronted
by a further imperialist

| extension of warfare which

-con801ously'utillses scilen-
 tific research and employs
1t without concern for -

i scientific advance, but
solely intent on exploitat-
ion of the working class.

It is at this critical

;period that scientists be-

| come a necessary focal point
in the plans of imperialism
and the class basis of cer-

tain scientific work appears
iin sharp relief.




i BYCORING RAVE |

THE attack launched by the
'Sunday Times' on June 29
ageinst the directors of the
Wational Theatre and the
Royal Shakespeare Company
(Peter Hall and Trevor Nunn)
and the recent spate of
 abuse in the Tory press

' against the BBC serial 'The
Monocled Mutineer', are a
warning to all who work in
the entertainment industry.

aa+1c cuts are on the
every field of arts

. They will be accom-
by forms of censor-

T Tore severe than

zperisnced in the .
Zord Chamberl-

crol of the the- -]

way
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Legisimiion is now on the -
statute bock which can pen-
alise local authorities
subsidising theatres, ciné-
mas, art galleries or even
orchestras whose work is,
said to have a polltlcal
content.

As from April this year,
the District Auditor, acting
on a private complaint or on
his own initiative can de-
clare subsidy for an arts
organisation to be unlawful
if its work in any shape or
form criticises the policies
of the present government.

" Council 'Enquiry into Prof-

- six regional/'national! com-

{ as 'lavish! as the two maaor

'The Sunday Times' atback
on Peter Hall and Trevor
Nunn was politically inspi-
red by the Thatcher govern-
ment, and was calculated to
pave the way not only. for
savage cuts in the subsid-
ised arts, but for the
strictest forms of state
control.

" The newly published Arts

essional Theatre in England'
entitled 'Theatre is for
A11tY, takes a giant stride
in that direction.

It recommends that the
Wational and the RSC should-
come under 4he control of
a new drama board at the
'Arto Council, together with

panies whose work though not

companies, would be of )
tnationgl! and Jlnternatlon-
al' ‘standard. 7

The regional/'national’
status to be conferred on
the chosen six is referred
to as a !'franchise'.

Such franchises will be
granted for a three-year
period. If, during, or at
the end of thIs three-year
term, the Arts Council's
assessors give the thumbs-

down, the franchise will be
removed from the unlucky
company and transferred to
one of its eager competitors.

Subsidy is to be replaced
by state patronage, under
conditions where the aims
and objects of state patron-
age of the arts are defined
in the report's preface as
'support(ing) the work of
our industrialists and bus-
inessmen by enhancing the
reputation of our country'.

Responsibility for all
lesser forms of artistic
1life is to be devolved %o
the Regional Arts Associat-
ions,

These bedies will no doubti
ensure that their clients do

noething to frustrate the
-work of
- and businessmen, nor damage

tour' industrialists

‘the reputation of 'our'

.country.

The July conference organ-
ised by the A1l Trades
Unions Alliance entertain-
ments section at the Young
Vic passed the following
resolution:

"This meeting declares its
full support for Peter Hall
and Trevor Nunn against the
witch-hunt by the !'Sunday
Times'.

L=
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and arts censorshlp

. cuts, starting with the

We demand that Equity and
all the entertainments )
unions reject the 'Sunday
Times's' surrilous alleg-
ations, together with any
attempt by the Arts Council
to 'investigate'! them.

As Peter Hall has stress-
.ed, this is in fact an -
attack on the whole of sub-

The 'Insight' article of
June 29 was calculated to
ereate.the conditions for a
full-scale blitzkreig of

National Theatre and the
Royal Shakespeare Company,
and extending to all sub- -
sidised theatre, opera,
misic, dance and the fine
arts..

The subsidised arts rep-
resent the achievements,
efforts and sacrifices of
three generations of per-
formers and technicians.

It is now the Tory govern-~
.ment's intention to privat-
ise them, along with public
broadcasting, in line with
the proposals of the Peacock
report

THATCHER

| basic rights, on the funda-

.to all.

sidised arts and their leadr:,

| ership. iresolves to convene a stand-

;sidiged arts; and to circul-
. ate this resolution through-

out the entertainment unionsd . .
{ neutral in a period of rev-

ings to the printworkers of

" with Murdoch'!s News Inter-

;Jobs.

g ernment to a headlong dest-
i ruction of the social servi-

i ised arts.

B to the deprived sections of

A1l members of Equlty,
BETA, ACTT and the Musicians?
Union must join forces in a
united fight, with every
means-at our disposal, agai-
nst these threats to our .

mental principle that an
injury to one is an 1ngury

This meeting therefore.

ing conference of workers in
the entertainment industry
in September, to fight cen-
sorship and defend the sub-

We send fraternal greebt-
SOGAT and NGA in dispute with

national, and declare our
complete solidarity with
their fight to defend their

(Young Vie, July 20, 1986)"

The drastic falls on the
stock exchanges of London
and New York in August and
September, together with the
disastrous September trade
figures, emphasise the for-
ces driving Thatcher's gov-

ces, including the subsid-

Last month £100 million
was cut from state benefits

the community. The Social
Security Review threatens to
pauperlse mllllons more.

Thatcher's Bonapartist
state is philistine to the
core, But that does not
mean it is indifferent to-
wards the Arts.

,Quite the oon{rary. Priv-
atisation is to be applied
to the arts just as ruth-

1 lessly as to the health

service. The same techniques
as were used in the attempt
to destroy a Clive Ponting

can be adapted to character

‘f assassinate Peter Hall and
‘Trevor Nunn. .

And for the same. purpose;
to eliminate all opposition
to state policy no matter
what its political character.
And there should be no sur-
prise that the first targets
are companies of such pres-
tige and international stan-
ding as the National and
RSC.

Art is not, and cemnot be,

olutionary crisis.

Not only the fact that
both companies performed

' plays about the miners dur-

ing the strike; not only
productions like the RSC's
"Mephisto!, about theatre

| in the Weimar republic and

under the Third Reich; but

~even, and perhaps especially.

productions .of Shakespeare
can be abhorent to the state
in such periods.

Every theatre worker must
take warning. What is at
stake is not orly the rep-
utations of Hall and Nunn,

“but the livelihoods of

thousands who work in the
subsidised theatre.

The need for a campaign
uniting all members of the
entertainment unions against
cuts and censorship is
greater than ever.

Repninted in pant from ant-
icles in 'The News Line' on.
July 4, and Septemben 27 1986
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STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL

COMMITTEE OF THE FOURTH

INTERNATIONAL, SEPTEMBER 8, 1986

THIRTY years after Khrusch-
ev's secret report and the
official recognition and
denunciation of Stalin's
crimes, the crisis of
Stalinism is undergoing a
new qualitative leap.

This is shown by all the
developments which have
taken place in the Sovied
Union since the eve of the
R27th Congress of the Comm-
unist Party of the Soviet
Union in February 1986.

Marking the end of the’
Bregzhnev era of arrogant
compacency, there has been
an official acknowledgement
of serious economic and

political problems and the -

need for urgent changes to-
resolve them. This has dev-
eloped alongside a public
criticism of all aspects
and all levels of Soviet
society.

There has been public
outcry over.the Chernobyl
nuclear accident. The =
Eighth Congress of the
Soviet Writers! Union, as
was the earlier meeting of
the Film-makers'! Union,
became a battlefield betw-
een the intelligentsia and
the bureaucracy.

The crimes of Stalin and
Stalinism were denounced
and the abolition of cen-

- sorship was demanded.

These developments in the
Soviet Union manifest the
upsurge of the world soc-
ialist revolution, driven
forward by the world econ-
omlic and political.crisis

of imperialism. lmperialism
faces an undefeated inter-
national working class and
mass revolutionhary strugg-
les both in the metropoli-
tan capitalist countries
and in the colonial and ex-
colonial countries.

The deepening of the world]
slump, especially the cata-
strophic collapse of oil
prices, the intensification
of the debt crisis and the

‘feverish war preparations

of imperialism have brought
all the historical contra-
dictions in the Soviet Union
to the point of explosion.

This is the source of the |
death agony of Stalinism.

Trotsky predicted that the
dawn of the revolution in
the West and East would mean
the twilight of the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy. This is
precisely the time we are
living through today.

The emergence of Stalinism
was the product of the delay
of the world socialist rev-
olution. Now we are not in
the period of defeats of the
world working class which
produced the Soviet Therm-
idor, but in the period of
the greatest defeats of
world imperialism, from
Vietnam and Iran to Nicara-
gua, Halti and the Philip-
pines.

The Bonapartist bureaucr-
acy has been completely

undermined by this transfor-

mation of the objective
conditions.

- Not one of the problems

of the Soviet Union - low

" productivity of labour, poor

quality of goods, over-

centralisation, disproport- | .

ions between sectors of the
economy, bureaucratisation,

foreign debt and the drain

of arms production - can be
solved without the extension
of the social revolution in
the West and the political
revolution in the Soviet
Union and the deformed work-~
ers! states.

The Soviet Bonapartist
regime of crisis cannot be
stabilised. Nor can there

‘be any smooth road out of

the crisis - either forwards
or backwards.

The Soviet masses will not
allow a return to the purges
and mass murder of Stalinism
nor can the Stalinist regime
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reform itaelf.¥

This bureaucracy must be
smashed by the political
revolution, in which the
masses must destroy the

'Stalinist bureaucracy while
‘defending all the conquests

of October 1917.

Only one party can lead
the Soviet masses to the
overthrow of the Stalinist
bureaucracy, and that is the
Soviet section of the Imter-
national Committee of the
Fourth International.

Today, the analysis of
Leon Trotsky and the Trans-
itional Programme of the

-Fourth International have

been powerfully wvindicated,

- and must become the weapons

of the revolutionary van-

“guard in the Soviet Union.

The International Commit-
tee of the Fourth Internat-
ional calls upon the Soviet

' workers and peasants, the-
.youth, Red Army men and
-women and the intellectuals
to develop their struggle by {
taking up the demands of the

' Transitiona® Programme,

| adopted by the Founding

: Conference of the Fourth -
International in September

1938.
"Down with the privileges

of the bureaucracy! Down
with Stakhanovism! Down with
the Soviet aristocracy and
its ranks and orders! Great-

forms of‘labour}

'The struggle for the

.;freedom of the trade unions

and. the factory committees,

for the right of assembly

and freedom of the press,
will unfold in the struggle

for the regeneration and

development of Soviet demo-

. CTacy.

'The bureaucracy replaced

the soviets as class organs

with the fiction of univer-
sal electoral rights - in

the style of Hitler-Goebbels,

It is necessary to return to

‘the soviets not only their

free democratic form but

also their class content.

'As once the bourgeoisie

.and Kulaks were not permitt-

ed to enter the soviets, so

now it is necessary to drive
_the bureaueracy and the new

aristocracy out of the sov-

dets. In the soviets there

is room enly for represent-

.atives of the workers, rank-
| and-file collective farmers,’
-peasants and Red Army men.

'Democratisation of the
soviets is impossible with-

| out legalisation of soviet
- parties. The workers and ]
peasants themselves by their .

own. free vote will indicate
what parties they recognise

~as soviet parties.

YA revision of planned

| economy from top to bottom

. in the interests of produc-
er equality of wages for all | P

ers and consumers! Factory
committees. should be return-
ed the right to control
production. A democratically
organised consumers' co-
operative should contrel the
quality and price of prod-
ucts.

!Reorganisation of the
collective farms in accord-
ance with the will and in

the interests of the workers

there ¢ngaged!
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" Present Soviet leaden
- Mikhail Gorbachev,

'The reactionary intem—-
natlonal policy of the. bmm— .
‘eaucracy should be replaced

| by the policy of proletariasm §
- internationalism. The compi-

ete diplomatic correspotid

‘ence of the Kremlin to he

published. Downr with secmet
dlplomacy. o : N

AT polltlcal trials,

staged by the Thermideordiam

bureauncracy, to be reviewed
in the 1light of complete 2
Fpublicity and controversmﬁl i
openness and integrity.

'Only the victorious rew-
olutionary uprising of the
oppressed masses can reviwe

the Soviet regime and gummr- |

antee its further develop~
ment towards socialism.

'There is but one party
capable of leading the
Soviet masses to insurrect-
ion - the party of the
Fourth International!

"Down Wiﬁh the bureaucr-
atic gang of Cain-Stalin}

'Long live Soviet democ~
racy!

'Long live the internat-

| ional socialist revolutiom!®

September 8, 1986
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IN JULY of this year Colm
McCallan, a student at the
| University of Ulster,

1 Jordanstown, was shot dead
by a UVF gang rnear his home
in the ngdnlel estate in
’ Belfast '

. Colm had been~a member of
the 'Militant' :group which

" Jhad broken him for reformism

from his previous support of

| the national liberation

movement towards which he

subsequently expressed con-- -}

siderable hostility.

But during his time at
naversity Colm approached
onversed with the ¥SSS,
arly sought its public-
atibns, and began to move
towards the position of
pg;g&;pled defence of the

truggle for national liber-
atitn which the YSSS main-
talns.

; Golm, a mature student
) W1th a young family, had -

Guffered a petrol bomb att-.

ﬁck on his home several mon-

Y11ths prior to his murder.
!
f A few months later he was
jpbrutally murdered by the
un&onlct gunm r of the UVF
|in the ridst of their camp-
' sd at creating sect-
arien divisicnz to bolster
o s

up the zorinser 2.

it ig dwcris that Solm was
warasres Ty tncss whon his
1Wititert! crganisation
refuss %o coniront on the
spurisus basis that it would

create divisions. In essence
these UVF gangs are the very
embodiment of the counter-

Volunteers were delivered
1 bound and ‘gagged for that

Basing themselves on the
Orange Order they armed and
drilled the labour aristoe-

| racy and the small farmers.

But the l9iL war rescued

4 them from this necegsity.

Instead the Ulster wvolunteers
together with the Irish

great 1mper1allst slaughtex.’

In 1919 the remants of
this counter-revolutionary
armed force were again.

| brought out in Ireland to

help smash the Englneers
strike. This anti-worker
role was to be the new con-
tent of the relationship
between the bourgeoisie and

| the labour aristocracy.

Buf‘on a world scale,

| attempts to smash the vict-
‘ories of the October 1917

revolution in Russia had

failed and a period of great

promise for the proletariat
had davmed which brought
immense terrcr for the

bourgeoisie.

_The RIC and the UVF had to.

] be transformed into armed

forces (the RUC and the
Ulster Special Constabulary-
USC) to oppress and divide
the working class. What had
begun as a rebellion against
Home Rule in 1912 had become
part and parcel of state
power.

revolution in Ireland, a fact|EH

testified to by the history
of their development.

"~ In 1912 the Irish protest-
ant bourgeolsie were organ-
ised for civil war to smash
the struggle for national
self-determination which
threatened to deprive them

4 of their lucrative relations
with imperialism.

Coﬁm McCaZZan'A ﬂuneaa

Then in 1966, in an effort

to halt social revolution in -
Ireland, the UVF was 'reform-

ed' by - according to Gusty
Spence - members of ‘the

} Unionist Party. It subsequé-

ntly carried out sectarian.

killings and attacks made to |
{1look like IRA actions (such | °
{as’ the Silent Valley bombing

in 1969 prior to the 01v11
Rights Campalgn)

Amongst the v1ct1ms'afithi5‘

time were John Scullion,
murdered for singing repub-
lican songs, and 18-yr-old

Peter Ward shot dead because |

he was a catholic.
The nature of the epoch
has changed.since 1912. No

 longer battalions but

'Kitsonian' terror gangs
which are quite clearly
encouraged by unionists in

1 the murder of definite

individuals.

Colm McCallan is one of
their most recent victims.

| The lesson from his brutal

slaying is that only workers
defence guards can defend
the working. class against
the barbarism of British
imperialism and its allies
in the north of Ireland.
And, in the final analysis,
only completion of the
national and social revol-
utions can secure its viect-
ory over imperialist and
capitalist exploitation.
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