'REPORT ON 1,5, CONFERNGE
The 1975 1.5, -Cﬂnfe_rénq_;x WQSdifTerEn
H ¥2ys. . The nugler -of delegatas was r educ : (1
' i$5eeal,2 rally and give delogates move ohame
iciged. as \undeﬁodﬁﬁic but I think: _i"f-f_-\'l'r'as_ success
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“as cintinually being reduced’ becanse there “we
. ¥ speak, ‘The conference lasted 5"day'la;'. bee

Jere coning fion districts rather than b

in the districgs.. The wdrkers-"'-sbeeé'hqg' _hgi‘_d:-'l'al;' +
"This is. what we! ve done" or Miya+s 'should ‘we do:
than tq Put forward new ideas, . . RSO

e

: . The conference. Hag struetured ‘around subje
tions which had boen tabled were ‘not proposed ¢

Delegates Wenting 40 ‘spesk to a particular ress
in the .general debatp, Very few Speakers iy
Partly “thig “Fas because most resolutio

ct are
r voted on

' no branch delegates Y0 propose ‘thep. : :
i neant th_at__issuea were not-_-pa_sec?.-_conr:ra
| the end of each day . a Arafting commissiy:
discussed (op two. g :

1

WO draf¥img commissions wh,
bent), The. next morning,  the drafiing
1i.lt_i_(}'ﬁ.5:”?_ z - Bl

¥ing it wag. d‘if;f‘icﬁl#..-ﬁo:_.xmm :
Tt was the First time Phis proceduse __h_ad*_-hee'n»-.ujse_ii, an
“*Pperimental. T feel that it tended to polarise ‘the o
°mips and dolegates ended up voting by instinet for the

Subported by the le adership, rather: han getting to grips
Erences, whicy Were smaller thay they looked. - = o

onfere i

_=Apart from t'_tke'fle-a_clbr'_ship, - tHere were two factiong.
or.a PTogTamne, .f-:r-_'u_ui'lding a:nore 'ihdap'e'né_“ﬁint' ank.and -

he. Compion Market, for a:working-class: 05t
1 Per ceny rise in. the: cogt 0T 15 vd £,

0 seonomic. st 1N fbr‘-mdre;';j%
Troops Out Movement. . s
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. The other facio
J iy Gx;e_aly,'_;:{i_ke\.ﬁsm',. J
Harry Wiecks. They wore bad: ay apem
“ne,and werg Soundly defeated op
issues; *he leadership, had Boved:
chfc’rfe_nde_'-'d'i'scﬁéki?hﬁ‘ 3
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ent in whiok Betin
The 1.5, loader Bip belic
cHerged: oy to the pol i
 Mready- & curpen
aze’ it al
the Left.

> Would, be. Wacke
tha¥ 1.5 should ;
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i On othe
fE0ng black work _
“ress.. The ‘questhion

thore were few black
mém’r,_f-;th'ai;-__-l.s. embers!. v
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naﬂe th‘.t Te8i sb;ould stend 'a candidate in the
chouse: sq__a_-t) The conference ‘vobed {with only 1
s shmld be put up sope “time, but ths majority fslt
Fron the picture given of ‘the state of LS. in e 13::1;'
advanturiet.

raci; .i_t was reccrgrused tmt ‘chare_v_r_as-'a.gamral
e prlnc:Lplc 2f wage. restraint. - However, nos t |
straint on their Xik own Wwages: The ‘trade uniom |
g to, the right ‘and this mus?® be: combatted. ‘The 1.
__I_S‘Itance to redundancy were the bitterest evers manage |
: ajected. This was the eseential ‘fight: it was
ganise ithe unemployedonce: they were outside: ‘the f.,sth-y.
ssons ¥00¢ redundancies were: if possible. ‘peplacéd by |
oloyers. would remove: ‘machinery before. an occupation ‘conid !
0 érence’ a.dvocairqd' "nationa.liaat’ion without compensation, |

]:: of’ mmmng, jo‘os cond:1t1ons e.nd a m:.li.tant wages

n 11001&“ plane on. the cuts in pubhc expenditure. : Sinﬂb |
social wage", these were reslly wage cuts- Great i
organisinb workert in. education, health and the social |
worked ou# of linking these workers in danger of i
s who would be depriqeé o f their saruicea, 7%
_y\. use‘fnl in ezposmg refarmism. L T i

women : failed to get to. grips with the gpectrun _5!
8 whu amphaaissd women factory workers to those 4
of Women's: oppression. 'I’he-two rigal t
] diffarsut thinge. = On ‘this . FRERR

ed” to cha.nge ita a.pproa.cﬂ caning., !

a ila orgam.satwon, the difference of opi.nion oentred on
e ent froo 1.5 The: ‘leadership argued that the A
be. effectivaly led by 1.9., and could not be puilt
'ld collapse. . The: p,atform, who' were joined on this .
nd ag! jatti, said that people had g’)t ‘browned off' by the #
'J.nfluenca in the rank and file novement and that it oust includo !
order-ta .be__-credible_. The two sides moved closer to
to and there was @neral ag‘eeman‘* that more effort |
% u.ffiliatmna to the ‘Rank and File Organising

ing. direc

hop- stewanis‘ committa_ész._ at _K:erby and Spef® a&ould be .

waa agread that I S.‘a periphery should no‘b juai'. ve
and file. movement but that connec tions must be: built
_not willing 101 "'--‘thorn@ categories” ke
sy regularly, non—mcm'na cialist Worker

_ sell__ing So >

i-t waa raported that in. ]}ecemner ther
: r erg ' branches nad collapsedy

d plus 14 white-collar: Ybranches. . Increas n‘gly' .

rkplace. oells rahter “than full branches. 5

its: ‘had’ douhled over +he pas-lf year and t.tmy

.mem'barship : : :

i_t_ was i“elt that T was now Exﬂﬂ‘.ﬁ able i
© and'the Party was demoralised and inclined
Saote “gtrength there must be more. -
The shif¥ 4o the righ‘t,_ ¥y the"
] ease. 10 partmlpate 4n"it and "
1le tiens- 4o do this it jnecessary
‘meant the' ‘organisations of I-‘S. :
g 3h0uld be made:
ut these: peﬁp}.& we:

y O combine. shop atewards', ommi ttees where T. ‘S, had influ- '
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~ in cooling the situation after ‘the bombings and liniting the spont

and lidigson were crucial, and’ I.S. could contribute mate
-Tesources, . - Fraternal delegatte's who ‘had not 1y
e T o8 SRR B T, T b T L

[Aistrial solidarity ‘With Portu

eu. CONPERMNGE § : : S
f‘ully.j that it wes. premature to fgafuﬁcfih 3
an¥ layers. of workers still were. “On this th
dito 1, e OREE R

‘The discussion on_.':r_mtiona_],,:: nga_n_iﬁ _
loadership argued that recognition should be. givo
loadership wes in the hands’ of the Executive Comn

a 40-nember National Coonittes' élected byc nferen

it

should therefore becone s 10-membor: full-time Centr,
conference, and the Nattonal: Commiittoe should: become
conposed of delegates from the districts and &
Platform adnitted that theiold National: committee ng
ofton beemr lit#le more than:a rubber ‘stamp; but maintained that
. as. a’check on the full-timers and ‘as a means ¢ :
who would not be on the Central Cirmit4ee; the P
& -year es a Netional Committce and 6 times: a' year ds Commi
subjects. . After a chaotic series of votes the conference
ship's proposals for a National Council neeting 4 tin
Central Committes to 6 fembers on the grounds. that ‘there wereon
leaders. - It was agreed by & narrow majority 1o eleot the Cent
a "slate" basis, that 1s, ‘no representation for minoritie

The debate on Ireland wss short tut refle€ted
tude now being ‘adopted by I.S. . Mike Heym introdue C
the growing crisis in the North and' the need for a mas
I spoke XX on the way in which a withd
-ion-and the importance of ol asas P
the practiwal contribution I.s.
emigrants, -and links +t )
sp ke about the ' T;0.M.

arious ¢
= moveme

bursis: of :the workers; the most doportant part of ‘this was ‘accompli:
any I1.S. organ had time to meet to impose.a line. ;

©. . Phe. international  debate cophasised that the ‘situation
provides. the -_f‘-i-_r_s_t--‘pqsaﬁ.ﬁliﬂy‘. of workers' states in 50, years.:

: A moebing with fraternal delegates was held: af't

attended by -rgp'r_éis'ehfkative_a of 1.8, (G_.B'.'),"" I.Su (U, iy -
Komrunis tisk Forbudet (Sweden), Komzunistisk: Fo
ralia), IRdependent. Socialists (Cenada)s S.g
6ates from Lutte OHvridre and. Révolut
tho role of the Party as allowin
vlass's ideclogyj. the strugile: ag:
stitutionism' .of ‘the Fourth Inte:
bership and the ‘revilutionary ‘o
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d the. Decads o:E Uphea'v‘al as. i‘ar 28 mdnstriatr
¢ t_hs mrecmge wmge increasa eaca_‘:a'bed 3:’.3

sivee pictm bt in fact with the au'n'ival

' “the _qémplet raverse. The Trish strike figures ave
fes which show a drastic fe1). While this fall in atrikes is E
icm uf thn world.ng class due to unemploymﬁnt,t&lk of * I'
: _.ia "\150 aucvther reasm i‘or the sharp contrast..

sixties in Irazan cmtaﬂned a mmber of wealmesses. The ma:!or £)
roimﬁ. The wags ‘round is deﬁned‘..s a gmcr&l upward ;
wges which _ tedinmactivetargaﬂningparioiof &

_t,_ r_ by :&bion or ty & Xey. group of workeis setbing the |
inds mecours. 'periodically at regalar intervals C ) Typicvlly it

'bargé?in‘;‘mg groups D)results in rwghly the same :tncree.se n:
_ i a cmpmsaticm for the cost of Mving and so It wes 100103 c
'Ihwem -I:sm o*hher f'lctors made the situa’t-icm peculia:r to Ire'].md.
-';.'a‘te me period renained at, /% per cent jwhich meens thab. ‘there wa&-
laboul' ﬂxcep'b in the cmﬁ‘r sectorsa THis. ?Blned 10 In-\wtm'h t.he 1
‘org: iza“bion using the' wage round as the bﬁaic mdmdmon fron
Unl:uue Bk-itain thare was no wage driﬁ

’l'he mmplcymbn
no ma‘.l. shortage nf

tms' also anothe process which was. sma:lagms $o wage cﬁri.i‘t -~ thzt ci‘ i

' wage round from the craftanan's Ixrlnt. ‘of

: '-'mte innreases mmgzhﬂb which o.ver & per;‘.l.od cut: R
hera thera was - labour: shcrtv.gc

Eﬁngiﬁmleuftmmwgroupsw !
and mcrease tha diffamtiul. n&lt becauso

sed on cm:mrtbilita',becmae the:
A t‘hat they wnuld mad the ir

al pash: behind the wor’ldlng c'.laas advance ww_, : '_ s |

irha real push cam' '_frr»-
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. from’ the underground ‘ddys a tendency towards:

_w111 eventually ccl ap
.éoncebts:

“ing class. (through devic
- production and’ stabil 56
©.pluce: wlth a-view, o ent

i x--.'z‘.;- i iy uwuw::ua w i‘é&ﬂm*'”!_!'

large serv1ces secuor. : 28 per cenﬁ ¢ =8
ture (25 per cent here), but the madbrity~'
are agricultfural 1abourers ‘and there are.
The size of the worklng olass is therefo €
1917 . -

Wha-u follows is derlved from 2 8peech
P.H.P.'s fraternsl delegate to the. I.8,.C¢
read his fraternal address as reporte&? Socxallst
It should not be assumed that I agree. with . the ‘entiy
ul.:u I am 1nc11ned to thln.k the P.R. P, und

ﬂ revoluﬁlonary sibuaticn ‘exis
of forces canyot continue to exist.  Many factories are .o P
ers, and haye been pm‘:“ back  intoe pfoduc‘blon under- workers‘ control
have seized land from landowners or rich tenant farmers and in some-
cultivating i1 co-operatively. = Polities is discussed Opsnly- .even'
armed forces. The elections” have solved nothing.
teen closed for over 8 year; SRR

. ”he P.R. P. B R.,(Revolutlonary Party of the Proletariat/ﬁevolutioh—'
ﬂry Brigades) is about the” same size, pnoportmanafely .as. IJS. 1siln H

It originated inside the’ Portuguese Communlst Party, - and
were acts of sabotage against the fascist regime.  (The et
cxcept those of two members. ). In internal debate they hav auccesafully ﬂxxm
struggled against and rejected two te‘ndencies one, leading "

“and- the -other towartis spcmtaneism or anarchlsm. . They now__v:;.ew:- hemse he _.'E
‘a-cadre party, ‘although all members do not have' a high level of‘ldgo gi mou
knowledge— one of their chief problems :is: the_lack of "medium .cadres' ir the i

mediate betwedn the. leadershlp and’ the ordinar

f-:t"‘tlc internal power—-stmcture -

‘key olement o f the- Party structurally
“per cend og the members were workers an&_
workers. Since. this. count there has been’an- 1nf1ux
encourage this, but do not refuse to admit them. CThey: h

the mégcr ty of
of s

and barrack: branches, memters not in these are: organlsed Hove
District committces comprise delegates from the. factory a Tore
plus one delegate to represent all the other cells. - Of Coun
. the Central Comnittes, 53. are manual workers. < Reeruitme port
workers ' ~commityees;” tenants‘ ‘committeos, and land: Occupﬂth rganisat10ns that
Militants are admitted immediately without any ‘candidate membershi ] nasg
attituds towar@s organlelng sympathlsers is at present confhse PIIC
has not been,higher ‘bécause of workers'! fearg of cOmmitﬁin_ & thix
varty -and because of the economistic nature of the strugg that
They are considering the useé of internal dooumenﬁg 1o work
Péper has not played & maJOr role din this.: .The pdper h enex
towards ‘ths’ public¢; with one or two: ‘pages devoted 1oiipart: hews cour

sells 25 000 Coples-'; ‘6 months ago, - the. majority of the
boo&stalls etc., but there is now. greater -emphasis . on-

(e.g. at factOrles) The Party: is ‘aw T ids weakr
the develcplng situation will draw ' to iﬂ'ﬂﬂny:rank an f11
‘the.Socialist Party and frop the'M301sﬂ-opgan sations
The Trotskyist: organlsaﬁaqns are unimpj
ist Party do not have . :

L dobate

e HaES'Orani_ i né:called
ist solutionf, backed by the




Councils of Wﬁrkers .Soldiers and Seilers, tho
e ran;;néh;ﬁhief erganisation ‘u‘lvccpt‘*r;g
I:,&Duld 5 : e supportiers of other parties.
_e ‘composed of delegates from-gadh factor
on a local -basis. A few Revclutmnary Coy
of_ ‘the delegates being ‘genuine x:epres"f

a& ‘a whcle ac.cep‘ted the idea. They are
ol?ti r;lWh;!-ch includes, =8 z minority, represen-
P [+ parties of the Par Left and” i‘mq trade
representahon is to prevent parties from
the aactopies in ardar to ensure that their voice

.‘;‘Egointii‘-empresa a committee of delegates
n which existed earlier this year, but
; the U.D.P., %o pusk thHeir polities rather
_\ing class: As a result the workers lost interests
vasants and a;m quite satisfled with t‘he ﬂperatmn. '
-oases are ] .
inside’ the 55 n hy the P.R.P, stresses the necessity of heving
nisat ~working class.  They admit that their propa
ized the- need. £or autonomy, but this wes & question
ay. from the manipulation of organisations. = Members
ive &8s possible in the sutonomous orgamsations ‘esp-
Valni 1y the e fevolutionary Councils, ‘they ‘try o take a lead, to buiaa
‘tlﬂntms e _‘..'..':'i-{;}r ] they wom-a igjority 'they would use it 1o build the organis-
00 lives - ztions il ith the jperspectnves. - Meanwhile they accept the: dom
rity: The P.R. P. accepts that genuine aton=_ -
the working cless canmot be builds without the party:
agtonomy - fron the bm‘}rgeoasm. . ‘They function auton-
nterwvene in theg. - (The P.R.P. doss not clain td be
ergention soyld be useful. )} . mhe idea of Revolution
ontaneously im the class. even before ‘the P.R.P. puts
as been: parﬁlcuiarly pramoﬁed in the Llsnave Shleﬁrd
3 .'-of Marirﬂia Grannie.

'orces Movenem:‘} which has Beem the: official load-

evol ;i is 1ncrea51ng1:,r split. A rightwerd

] as_ baen countered: by bringing ¥.C.0.s into the
luctent: to surrend.er its power to. ke less radical
gmacra@y. * There is & section backing the reformist
LOny There ‘is anobhoxr- section which gives. verbal sup—~
1s of* Wiorkers, soldiers and gailors: they  think
Sjme can use ¥hese Revolutionary Councils as &
“arming the working: class. to defend the revolutionary
et B dict’at-orshlp of the:proletaried, and they naively

e Pevoluhonary "gouncils could absorb the
& need the RevalutiOnary gouncils ag =

15 that such o 1ef1j—w1ng mill‘bary govern
outcone '”fﬂthe present- situgtion. Such a goverrment
‘the proletarlat. SHat it will introduce nes .
ited in @ revolutionary ‘direction. | - THE
nary. workers' party can: be made up for by
Cland soldlere. o asgault po1it—ica1 powur-
iers can take power glone.- But: the aolamrv
' ﬁﬂﬁ uniform: R

e 'bna danger of an mperiahst 1nterven111orr.
aae 1n Angola where the only force
P a5 been split and "one. of :dr
)b?clce(l P.N.L.A, - The d.ar
FAK {tself (possibly. iz
of: a’olidwiﬁy’ From so_ciallsts in NATO

0 on. top .of the: ‘Revolutionary cowncils, not- reslising
"noi’ls could move on without them 4o bake power for the
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