COWSTITUTION GF THZ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR

IRISH JUSTICE

CENERAL POLICY STATEMENT

The purpose of the Natiomal Association for Irish
Jusrice is to establish broad public support in ithe
United States for the demands of the Northern Ireland
Civil Rizhts Association and self determination for

the people of Ireland. The National Association for
Irish Justice is an association of diverse groups united
in their support for the Irish psople. Consequently,
the National Association for Irish Justice should not
take specific stands on issues not directly related to'
the Irish situation. However, this in no way limits the
perogative of local autonomous groups or affiliates of

taking spacifiic stands.

The MNational Association for ILrish Justice supports the
struggle to achieve equal rights for all people, It

also supgorts the right of every man to a standard of
“Slove nim to live with dignity and

living whichasupports the right of every nation to self«
determination, and reiterates its opposition to any

form of economic, political or military imperialism.

ARTICLE I
TITLE

The name of this unincorporated organization shall be
National Association for Lrish Justice.

ARTTCLE 1L
PURPOSE

A, The National Association for Irish Justice is the
co-ordinating body dedicated to enlisting aid from the
American people for «ivil rights and political freedom in
the thirty-two (32) counties of Ireland. We further

call upon all bodies subscribing to a bellef in civil

and political liberty to affiliate with the National
Association for Irish Justice. It is recognized by this



(22

conference that the National Asscoclation for Irish
Justice is the official body, and recoznized by this
conference as such, for the co-ordinating of American
aid to civil rights and political freedom in the
thirty-two {(32) counties of Irxeland.

B. It is hereby agrased that the National Association
for Irish Justlee supports a2ll crzanizations subseribing
to the aims of the Natiomal Association for Irish
Justice.

ARTICLE 11T
AIMS

A, The National Assgociation fir Irish Justice supports
the political and economic freedom of all Ireland,

B, The Mational Association for Irish Justice accepts
responsibility for advancing the cause of the political
and economic unity oif Lreland.

C, To educate the Smerican pulblic on conditions in
Ireland, and on the issues involved In the present
strugzle for justice,

D. To assist in the organization of groups throughout
he United S8tates to support the Irish struggle for
civil gights aad political freedom.

£, The primary emphasis of the National Association
for Irish Justice is on the achievement of full civil
rights in Novthern Iveland through the Northern Ireland
Civil Rights Association.

ARTICLE IV

MEMBERSHEP

v, The National fAssociation for Irich Justice shall
embrace persons of all belisfs, and membership is open
to all regardless of sex, nationality or race, and
political or religious beliefs shall not disbar one from
membership,

B. Membership of the Natilonal Association for Irish
Justice way be by individuals or zroups, the only
criteria for such membership beinz dependent on their
subscribing to the aims of the Association.

ARTICLE V
FINANCE

4. Individual dues payable for aembership shall be at
the rate of 83,00 par vear amd groups shall be charzed
$1.00 per year per member plug a basic aiffiliation fee in
proportion to size. The affiliation fee to be worked

out by the National Committee.
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ARTICLE V {cont'd)
5. The Executive Committee of the Wational Asscciation
for Iristi Justice shall we tesponsible for the collec-
tion of all monies on behalf of the Association.

C. All monies donated to the National Association for
Irish Justice with specific intention including monies
for the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association shall
be so allocaied by the Association. Disbursement of
ungpecified funds shall be the responsibility of the
Exeecutive Committee.

D, WNone of the above subsectione shall prevent the
National Association for Irish Justice Ivom setbting
priorities for its own operational expenses.

ARTICLE VI

ORGANIZATION

A. The Buecutive Committee of the National Assoclation
for Irish Justice shall be elected Ly the Annual
Conference and serve for & oné year Lerm.

B. The Warional Association for Irish Justice is
regponaible only to Annual Conference or Special
Conference convened by a majority of its affliliated
bodies, Voting shall be confined to delegates present.

G, The Executive Commitctee shnall assume ultimate
responsibility for all affairs velative to the National
Agsociation for Irish Justice., It shall be responsible
to the Annual Conference cr Special Conference conw
vened according to rule.

D. The Executive Committee shall consist of twelve (12)
memoers: Nacional Coordinator, Executive Secretary,
Recordingz Secratary, West Coast Secretary (appointed),
National Student Coordimator, Treasurer and six other
memiars.

R. A quorum of at least seven (7) members cf the
Executive Committee shall be required to hold a meeting.
A simple majority of the membership of the Ezecutive
Commitiee shall be required to pass resolutions end
dacisions.

¥F. The Dxecurive Committee shall hiold rezular meetings,
In case of emergency meetings, considering policy,

esach member shall be notified by the Recording Secre-
tary. Proposed agenda shall be sent to each member in
advance of all regular and policy meetings.

G, At least eiyzbhi (8) members of the Executive
Committee s!all be members of National Assoclation Xor
Irish Justice affiliated Froups.
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ARTICLE VI (cont'd)

H, Any mempey of the National Association for Irish
Justice Executive Committee may be disbarred fxrom

working with and making decisions on behalf of the
Assoclarion by a two~thirds {(2/3) vote of the Wational
Committee, Sucli digbarrment shall not terminate
memuership on the Executive Commiitee and any such
penalized memoer shall have recourse to appezl to special
conference as provided by rule,

E. Any wmember of ihe National Committee registered out
of the areas whers meetings are held shall be eligible
toc vote at meetinzs of the Executive Committee attended.
All Wational Committee members shall be notified of
regular Executive Committee or Emergency meetings
concerning policy and shall recelve copies of the
proposed agenda.

J, Vacancies on the Executive Committee caused by
reslgnation, death, etc, may be filled by a twow~thirds
(2/3) vote of the National Commirtee.

K., A National Committee shall be elected by the
Annual Conference, In addition, one member from each
of the followingz areas elected by reglonal conference:
One (1) from the West Coast; Cne (1) Ffrom the Mid-West;
One (1) from the South; Gne (1) from ithe Southi-East;
One (1) from New Enzyland; One (1) from the Eastern
Seaboard (Philadelphia aznd YWashington, D.C.)

L. Local affiliates of the National Association for
Trish Justice shall be asutonomous in their own areas

as to tactics of supporit for the struzgle in Ireland
and shall only come under the direction of the National
Agscciction for Irish Justice on nationally coordinated
activities and oir questions regarding Civil Rights
Association policias,

ARTICLE VII

The Nationel Coordinater, with the approval of the
Executive Committee, will appoint national organizers

to handle all work and activities of the Association,

The staff will e wmade up of a Student Organizer;

New York Orsanizer; Executive Secretary; Labor Crganizer)
and other staff necessary to develop adsquate support

for the struzgle in Irsland.

ARTICLE VITI

ne National Committee shall meet at the beginning of
eact new guarter,there review the work of the National
Executive, &nd discuss future activities of the
National Association Ffor Irish Justice and if necessary
call Zor a special convening of a conference as pro-
vided by rule,

ARTICLE IX

DUTLES OF THE OFFICERS

£, Executive Committea: It ghall establish general
polisy of the Lssociation, receive financial support
quarterly, and as<ist cthe functioning of the Wational
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ARTICLE IX (cont'd.)

B. National Coordinator: Shall be the Chief Executive
Officer of the Association with the duty of imple-
menting policy set by the majority vote of the
mempership.

C. Treasurer: Shall handle all funds paid to or
given to the Association and shall report yearly to the
general membership and quarterly to the Executive
Committee,

A1l financial transactions shall be
audited yearly ba 2 non-member agency.

411 disbursements shall require the
signatures of the Treasurer and the National Coordinator
or, in the abscence of the latter, the Executive
Secretary.

D, Executive Secretary: Shall maintain contact be-
tween the National Office of the Association and the
general membership of the Associlation; and all Irish
and American groups interested in Irish Justice. ©BShall
handle zeneral communications of the National Office.

E. Recording Secretary: Shall be responsible for
taking and distributing minutes of the Annual Conference
and the Executive and National Committee meefings;

Shall be responsible for keeping National Records. The
Secraetary shall notify the members of the Executive

and National Committees of Regular Meetings or Epecial
Policy Meetings of both of these Committees and shall
send those members the proposed agenda and the minutes
of these mestings.

F. WUest Coast Secreatry: Shall serve as liason be-
tween the membership of the Association on the West
Coast and the National Cffice of the Association.

G, Student Organizer: Shall desseminate information'
onn the Irish struixgle to the Universities and High
Sehools througout the country and organize school
groups in support of Irish Justice.
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