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Umons protest murder of Cathohc posta' Worker”‘ |

Imperialist “peace” fraud
fuels Loyalist terror

We print below an article which first appeared in
Workers Hammer no 179, Winter 2001-2002 along
with an introduction adapted from Workers Vanguard
no 773, 25 January.

The killing of 20-year-old Catholic postal worker
Daniel McColgan by Protestant Loyalist paramilita-
ries in Belfast provoked a rare display of united pro-
test action by Catholic and Protestant workers in
Northern Ireland. McColgan’s murder by the Ulster
Defence Association (UDA) as he arrived at work in
the early morning of 12 January is the latest incident
in a dramatic upsurge of Loyalist terror against Catho-
lics in the context of the imperialist-imposed “peace
process”. The Red Hand Defenders, a cover name of-
ten used by the UDA, subsequently threatened to kill
Catholics working in Protestant areas including postal
workers, teachers and transit workers.

Postal workers union contingent at 18 January Beifast protest of Loyalist

murder of Daniel McCoIgan

When they heard about McColgan’s murder, postal
workers organised by the Communication Workers
Union (CWU) walked off the job across Northern Ire-
land, refusing to return to work for five days in
response to the threats against Catholic workers.
Trade unions representing both Catholic and Prot-
estant workers condemned the murder and threats. On
18 January, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions
(ICTU) called a half-day public sector strike against
sectarian attacks and organised mass rallies in Belfast,
Derry and several other cities.

Upwards of 15,000 attended the rally in Belfast and
thousands more demonstrated elsewhere. Trade-union
contingents included the CWU, NASUWT and INTO
teachers unions, National Union of Journalists,
AMICUS (rail, aerospace and other workers),
UNISON (hospital and school workers) and Northern
Ireland Public Servants
Association. The rally
represented a broad
swathe of Northemn
Irish society. Protes-
tant and Catholic, old
and young, men and
women showed up to
express their revul-
sion at the murder of
McColgan and the up-
surge in anti-Catholic
terror.

The proletarian re-
sponses to the Loyal-

SRR ist murder campaign
Hugh Russell/lrish News paig
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SPARTACIST IRELAND

Spartaclst Ireland launched
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We are proud to announce the publication of the first
issue of Spartacist Ireland, newspaper of the Spartacist
Group Ireland (SGI)—formerly the Dublin Spartacist
Group—Irish section of the International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist). As stated in our
international “Declaration of Principles and Some
Elements of Program” (Spartacist no 54, Spring
1998), the ICL “is a proletarian, revolutionary and
internationalist tendency which is committed to the task
of building Leninist parties as national sections of a
democratic-centralist international whose purpose is to
lead the working class to victory through socialist
revolutions throughout the world”.

The establishment of this journal is a modest but real
step in the consolidation and construction of an Irish
section of the ICL. As VI Lenin explained in Where To
Begin (May 1901), the intervention of the revolutionary
party is necessary to make the working class conscious
of its historic task to overthrow capitalism. Lenin
underscored the importance of a newspaper in building

such a party:

“The role of a newspaper, however, is not limited solely to
the dissemination of ideas, to political education, and to
the enlistment of political allies. A newspaper is not only a
collective propagandist and a collective agitator, it is also
a collective organiser. In the last respect it may be likened
to the scaffolding round a building under construction,
which marks the contours of the structure and facilitates
communication between the builders, enabling them to
distribute the work and to view the common results
achieved by their organised labour.”

—<Collected Works vol 5

The banner of the ICL was first planted in Ireland in
Autumn 1990 with the founding of the Dublin
Spartacist Youth Group (DSYG). Key to the founding
of the DSYG was the intervention of the ICL into the
nascent political revolution which unfolded in the East
German deformed workers state in 1989-90. We fought
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for uncondltlonal mxhtary defence of the DDR and for a
red Germany of workers councils, for revolutionary
reunification through proletarian political revolution in
the East and for socialist revolution in the West to
overthrow the bourgeoisie. The restoration of capitalism
led to massive immiseration of the working class,
attacks on the rights of women and the rise of racist
attacks and communalist wars throughout Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union.

Today we uphold the Trotskyist programme of
unconditional military defence of the remaining de-
formed workers states: China, North Korea, Cuba and
Vietnam. We stand for proletarian political revolution to
oust the Stalinist bureaucracies whose policies of con-
ciliating imperialism threaten the gains of the social
revolutions in these countries—the collectivised eco-
nomy, central planning and monopoly of foreign trade.

In addition to the devastating consequences in
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, the
counterrevolution emboldened the imperialists to
undertake new imperialist interventions from Serbia to
Afghanistan and beyond. Although Ireland is a very
small, weak capitalist country, nevertheless its position
at the western Atlantic approaches to Britain and conti-
nental Europe gives it strategic military significance.
Despite the nationalist myth of Irish “neutrality”,
pushed not least by the fake lefi, Ireland has never been
neutral. The Irish bourgeoisie has deployed troops as
part of UN imperialist “peacekeeping” missions from
the Lebanon to the Balkans and East Timor and
regularly makes Shannon airport available for refuelling
by US military aircraft including in the recent war
against Afghanistan. During that war we raised the
demand for class struggle at home and called on the
working class to defend Afghanistan. Irish/UN troops
out of the Near East, Balkans and East Timor!

Against Labourite chauvinism and Green nationalism,
the SGI is committed to raising the banner of proletarian
internationalism, not least in the context of Northern
Ireland. As stated in the ICL’s 1977 “Theses on Ireland”
(reprinted in Ireland: workers to power!, 1991) the key
components of a revolutionary working-class perspec-
tive include: For the immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of the British Army! Full democratic rights
for the oppressed Catholic minority in Northern Ireland!
Not Orange against Green, but class against class! No
forcible reunification! For an Irish workers republic in a
voluntary federation of workers republics in the British
Isles! This leaves open the question of where the
Protestants will fall and highlights the relationship of the
proletarian revolutions throughout the British Isles and
the virtual impossibility of a resolution of the Irish

continued on page 14

























































Title:Spartacist Ireland, No. 1
OrganisationSpartacist Group of Ireland
Date:2002

Downloaded from the Irish Left Archive.
Visit www.leftarchive.ie

The Irish Left Archive is provided as a non-commercial historical
resource, open to all, and has reproduced this document as an ac-
cessible digital reference. Copyright remains with its original au-
thors. If used on other sites, we would appreciate a link back and
reference to the Irish Left Archive, in addition to the original cre-
ators. For re-publication, commercial, or other uses, please con-
tact the original owners. If documents provided to the Irish Left
Archive have been created for or added to other online archives,
please inform us so sources can be credited.



