* %

LABOUR NEWS BULLETIN

Vol. 1 No. 5 July, 1971

NORTH: CRISIS WORSEN

THE POLITICAL CRISIS in the North worsened steadily
over the last month. It reached its high point in the Derry
Killings, the withdrawal of the S.D.L.P. from Stormont and the
threats of Taylor and Bradiord to unleash all out war. Ahead
lies the Apprentice Boys’ Parade in Derry with all its attendant
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dangers.

The Labour Party has main- stressed the necessity of having a
tained constant contact with jts SWOrn inquiry into the Dcm‘ shoot-
torthern o ¥ ings in  accordance  with
Northern counterparts and with the {185 [0 gceorance  With e
party organisation in South DOWN. ofthe imminent danger in Derry

Party delegations travelled to War-

arising from the Apprentice Boys™

renpoint, Derry and London. The parade. 5 .

P, i e later met George ompson,
SD.LP. visited Head Office in . He laler met CGeorge Thompson,
Dublin  for “major consultations. \ilsen cabinet. De O'Brien came

The N.IL.P. met the Party in War-
renpoint after the 12th July
parades. Conor Cruise O'Brien
conferred with James Callaghan in
Westminster. The Chairman of the
British Labour Party. Tan Mikardo,
was  briefed in Dublin. Deputy
Michael O'Leary was on the spot
in Derry when the SD.L.P. took its
fateful decision to withdraw from
Stormont,

SOUTH DOWN

New  emphasis has been placed
on the importance of the Party
organisation in the South' Down
Constituency. - Party - Chairman,
Roddy Connolly, has_visted the
Branches. three  times - in. the. Jast
eight weeks.

On 14th July he was accompan-
ied by Niall Greene, Brendan Hal-
ligan and Dr. Maire Walshe,
Chairman  of 3 Admmnshanh,
Council Political Committee and a
Belfastwoman, A top level stralcgy
session was held with the seven
Labour Councillors from Warren-
point and seven from Newry
lowing a meeting of all Bran
members  in Warrenpoint
Labour Club.

As a result of this meeting the in-
volvement of the Labour Party in
the consultations now being organ-
ised by the S.D.L.P. on its alter-
native assemblv proposal has_been

ed. abour Party will be
represented a« such talks because it

has more local Councillors in the |

North than either the S.D.L.|

The South Down Constituency
Council has agreed to await _the
outcome of these consultations

away convinced that the Tory Gov-
ernment were against any inquiry
and_that British public opi
hardening against the anl
cause,

S.D.L.]

IN DUBLIN

S.D.L.P. in their discussions
with a joint Administrative Coun-
cil and_Parliamentary Party dele-

ation in Head Office on 1 July
the necessity of
having the Apprentice Boys™ parade
ncelled. are_conyinced that
if it goes ahead
major violence.
The S.D.L.P. indicated that its
membershin of the Council of
Labour would come before its first
Party Lomucrm scheduled for the

it will lead to

1 &
Committees, the two key Adl\\nrm~

trative Council Commiltees. meat

while keep the crlsls under examin-

ion on a day to day basis in the
light of Soraiton reomved from
South Down and the Northern
parties.

As the dreaded - August parade
draws nearer one can only conclude
the Northern crisis is rapidly reach-
ing breaking point.

S.D.L.P. members at rhe press
M.P., John Hume, M.P., Austin Currie, M.P., Gerry Fitt, M.P., Ivan Cooper, M.P., and Paddy O’Hanlon, M.P.

their

from S

Seated left to right:

Paddy Dev]

Special Conference |

A SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE conference will discuss the
new draft Party Constitution in Liberty Hall, Dublin, on Sep-
tember 25. The draft will be published following
strative Council meeting on July

the Admini-
30 and will be available to

NEW

ASSISTANT

GENERAL SECRETARY

EDITORIAL

The Forcible Entry Bill is an
abomination. 1t s an unneces-
dangeror

sary, y intentioned
and malevolent proposal.

Unnecessary, because changes in
court procedures would be suffi-
cient to deal with the present

before taking any action in con- Ay s . The Administrative Counci) has ch i i
junction with the Administrative | the organisation in plenty of time for delegates to be briefed. appointed .‘.e'”'m“S 'SMH‘_” ;’; "4 U'l‘: ‘:'ff{ﬂ',’,’l’m",{, e Eoom }gﬁ,’gf,," legal ~problems arising  from
The soecial conference s the last before. the 1968 Policy Consultative |y ™ Goneral Secrerary (Services). 107S. ic 0 member of dhe| Suativg. Dangerous, hecause it
The, me Offncers at their meet- | stage but one in the process of Conference) the  Administrative | Dublin Cm Branch of Macra na| T ‘!f new crimes, threatens
ith the N.LL.P. on 14th June Irammg a new constitution begun Council decided to experiment wuh‘He will take up his appointment in Feirme. press freedom, introduces guilt
indicated hat they wished to see |in 1967, The final consideration the format of the National Council | head office on August Ist. The post of Assistant General | o M*0Ciation  and Mrm-u
the Council of Labour completely |of the proposals for  improved proposed in the new CONSUtutON: | Scamus Scally is 37 years of age Secretary (Servicés) carries special | hrtesonmathout  warrent,
reformed by making it more demo- | structures and procedures of the Each constituency will ‘be eatitied | G TS S S S B L O G ST foncd, because ekl the
cratic and by admitting the | Party will take place at the 1972 to be represented by the same num- employed in a 2 administration and for fund raising,| pempiom and mot fhe discase
S.D.L.P. as a member. noual Conference in _ Wexford ber of, delegales as there are Dail post with a semi-State company. Was advertised i the “Apri| People wowt squat if they have
next February. (unless there is need Seats in ils area. se 144 dele- | He was sarn and educated in edition of the Bulletin. homes to live in. Aud malevolent,
LONDON TALKS for a special conference on  the sates. will be auﬂmen(ed oy rade | Roscommon. becau e oses Bower against
o ). The in Admini 3 . s without _ protection _an
Conor Cruise O'Brien met James | September will cna’b!c O i el and the Par o | In 1957 he emigrated to England the might of the law against
Callaghan,”_former _ British_#ome | trative Council to decide on a final tary Party. and delegates from 74 wor PI/m’mo years as adimv those abandoned by the law
Seeretary. for an hour's discussion | draft which reflects e Views of e Northern Treland. ‘CL,","',‘\'L'VC:’,';" e then ””""f“"ol“('(;'; ers.
on I3th July in Westminster. He | Party as a whole ] ersity 4 Mr. O’'Malley has shown himself
o e Obviously, the consultative Con- | gained a diploma in social science. v
e - el b hFourfycars of hars work and a ference will not itself be em ‘later worked in indusiry as a Ir:.-bf_n:." ;-:«“:'mngtgh:?“:
share o ave gone into powered to take decisions. But it | cost controller.
| the exercise which was initiated by F Minister for Justice. In f:
ansuu‘ATIVE i L committee  brought  to. ':n:engrcdwlch;: ‘oh: rldcxkngmble‘ He returned 1o Ireland in 1963 of an unrelenting” attack from
fg g 2 S Pro-|as office manager of an industrial the Labour benches he
gether by Niall Greene at the re- posals should be heard before the | firm. FHe becam dminisirat i
est of the Part e became an adminisirator shown himself to be a mean and
CONFERENCE Qoem ol arty Leader, Brendan final graft is prepared. It is essen- | in g semi-State company in i
orish. a period of three tial, thereore, that not only ina '“ company. piteful defender of a hated, Bill,
ymr» some 30 people, including branches, but divisional, constitu- | ,S¢anus Scally is formerly  the announced _in the April “Bul.
Roddy Connolly, the late Jim 1 chairman  of W J letin,” the Labour Party did not
ON ¥ the ency and regional_councils should |
Larkin, Peg Popplewell, Jim haid soecial meetings. to examing | Branch of the party and is currently any amendients the
Quinn, Johh  Goodwillic, Rex ihe proposals in detsil 1%, member of _the Sean H(;l\ulm Committee Stage of the Bill so
ch her of the

NEW
PARTY

11.30 am. — 6.00 p.m.
-Liberty Hall, Dublin
Make sure your consti-
tuency is represented

‘Cough!m and Betty Dowling, con-
| tributed to the work.

| The main factors to be taken into
account in the new constitution
| were set out in a Discussion Docu-

that paper.

‘The make up of the Consultative
| Conference  anticipates, in some re-
| spects, one of the main- proposals
|in the new constitution. ~Since the
| present Party Constitution makes
| no provision for consultative con-
| ferences (there has only been one

The Party Officers and members
of the AC will be available_on re-
quest to attend these meetings to
discuss the proposals with the Party |

| Transpore Salaried Staifs Associa-

|

ally_has been chairman of
the Form Discussion o vt

There will be no issue of
“News Bulletin” in Avgust. The
next issue will he published on
the second Tuesday in Septem-

ber. Branch secrefaries should
note that the monthly publica-
tion date will be the second
Tuesday.

SEAMUS SCALLY

to emphasise its_ total oppo-

When it tabled amend-
on the Report Stage—a
mtly executed tactic — the
’Vlmmcr tried to_intimidate the

sition,

’ | ment presented to the 1969 Annual members. "1964. - Last . year he was: elected Party by theeatening to ke the
BUNS”"J"UN | Gonterence. Since then mosi of the all summer. As

s discussion and work has gone into e Tabou Deputy ~after  Deputy

’ the translation mlo concrete terms spoke on ('a(‘h nnwndmem the

Saturday, 25th September }| of the general principles set out in PUBLICATION DATE Minister lost temper and’

shouted about filibustering.
Never has the Labour Party been
scen o better effect in the Dail
than in these last two weeks.
And never have Fianna Fail been
shown up for what they are—
and insensitive hypo-



for_Posts_and. T:lesn hs,
——eETeRted the' price of -

Labour Mayors in Cork
Waterford and Galway

LABOUR HAS WON the Mayoralities in three of the country’s main cities, Cork, Galway
and Waterford. Councillor Tim Sullivan is the new Labour Lord Mayor of Cork In Galway

Mayor. Waterford Corporation elected Labour veteran Tim Galvin to the post of first citizen.

Clr, Tim O'Sullivan who: was
elected Lord Mayor of Cork, has
the unique honour of being elected
1o two Corporations—Belfast and
Cork.

He was first elected to the Bel-
fast Corporation when he won the
Smithfield bye-election in 1949. He
was re-elected in 1952 and stood

for Stormon. ia the General Elec-

tions of
He enhanced his reputation by
exposing_a housing scandal on the
Belfast_Corporation which resulted
in a 27-day public sworn inquiry.
ose who-were found guilty were
never, unfortunately, brought to
s m Tesigned his seat in 1955 in
protest against anti-Unionist
wnity. He returned to Cork in 1956.
He was. elected to the Cork Cor-
poration in 1967 in the South West
Ward.

Prices gone
mad

IN 1969 Ihe cost_of Iwmg rose by
7.4%. In 1970 it p by a
further 8.2%. So far (I\ere has been
Jittle sign of a significant decrease
in the rate at which the cost of
Jiving is mounting. In this vital
sphere the present government has
a complete flop.

tween Febmarv 1970 and last
February almost everything
ated in price. The greatest
came from Gerry Collins,

nister
hmuse

and postage b

Almost every ordmzrv consumer
product and many foodstuffs, which
are most vital to the workmf class
family, rose disproportionately.

Steak rose by 16%, beef by 14%,
cod by 10%. fish fingers by 18"'.
carrots by 19%, mrmps 19%,
and tinned peas by 12%, which
probably cxpians Wby the. rise-in
the. cost of living_felt like more
than 8.2% for families in the lower
income Broups. For them it rose
by mu

Many olher foodsmﬂs increased
alarmingly in price as Again
many of the foodstufts which rose
the highest are most vital for lower
income Broups: milk  rose by
almost 18% eg% by 9%, and

mlrgarmc by

Increases  were not limited to
food. Coal rose by 14% and there
was_another exorbitant price nsc
in the cost of transport — 24%
for trains and 35 for ~buses.
Cinemas upped their prices by 14%
to 20% and haircuts went up by

Fiully. to round off the cycle,
doctors’ fees went up by almost

dis- -

stamps|"

WATERFORD

Waterford's new Mayor is ClIr.
Tim Galvin, elected to the Cor-
poration at his first -attempt in

7. Now in retirement, he was

Branch Secretary of the 1.T.G.
from 1957 -

third term on the Administrative
Council and was the first delegate
for many years from West of the

annon to be elected by Confer-
ence to the Administrative Council.
He stood in the General Election in

The West Galway Coé\sulnency
0

in the 55

Mintoff, w)w prevmusly
Prime Minister in 1955-6 paved

his way to power with an “alliance
with the Roman Catholic Church
which has previously instructed_his
followers not to vote socialist. The
new found radicalism of the ageing
Archbishop  Sir Michael Gonzi.
which has already caused a_deep
rift within the Maltese Church

i Iso led to a

ing
been Assistant Secretary from 1951

Cllr Galvin is_Chairman of the
Tvmmy Dunne Branch and Vice-
Ohairman _of the  Waterford

Divisional Council.

He joined the Fianna boys at the
age of 12 years in 1917 and took
part_in the War of Independence.
Dunng the Civil War he was on
the Republican side and was in-
terned for two years.

GALWAY

Councillor Mick Smyth was first
co-opted to the Galway Corpora-
tion in place of Jim Cox, now the
President of the I.C.T. He was
re-elected in 1967.

A textile worker, he is Secretary
of the Galway Trade Union Council
and a'member of the L.T.G.W.U.

Councillor Smyth is now in hls

Commemoration

Sean Duone Commemoration:
C jes for

ncil uncillor
Smylh as the Party’s candidate for

or. He was proposed at_the
Ccrponlmn by ur's other
Councillor, Tom Tierney, who had
been the first Labour Mayor in
1967/°68.

WICKLOW
Labour holds the - chairmanship
of Wicklow. County Council = fol-
wing the election of Councillor
Frank Hynes. A former chairman
of the Rathnew Branch, he 1 a
builder by profession. as
Vice-Chairman of the Council las(
year.
CARLOW
CIir. John Moriarty was elested
Chairman _of the arlow County
Council. He is former member
of the Admmnlrzuvc Council and
was a General Election candidate in
196 is a national nhoolv
teacher.

NEW ZEALAND VISITOR

A visitor to Party Head Office on
19th July was Mike Moore, a mem-
ber of the National Executive of
the New Zealand Labour Party. He

the youth

the late Scan Dunne, T.D., were
held in Bray on Sunday, 27 June.
’l'he Commcmoranon was® organ-
ised by the Bray Trades Cq unal
and Norlh Wi Di

Council, ubour Party Lia on

Foll < i the" Chi
of the Most Holy Redeemer, a

E

parade led by St Kevin's
Band. took place {0 his grave in
St. Peter's mex |

Wreaths were la(dyby Mr, Hed- |
ley Wright, Vice President, Trades |
Council -and by Deputy L- am |
Kavanagh. on behalf of the
Wicklow: Constituency Ccunc:l

In the oration at the graveside,
the Party Chalrman. Mr. Rodd,

- Connolly. said ean  Dunne’s
courage was a byword, his prob-
ity unquestioned, his charm a de-
light to associates, his courtesy
won_encomiums from his oppon-
ents, his wit devastating, his hon-
esty an example to
all” -Mr. Connolly said: “If the *
Trish people were to_remain true
to Sean Dunne’s spirit, they must
attempt_the task of alerting pub-
Tic opinion, before it was too late
to the callous. projected betrayal
of national liberty and soves-
cignty and to lhc danuers of a

2§

on the Executive and has been on
a fact finding mission in Europe
for the past six w

obsmpgyger

THE PLIGHT of the footwear in-
dustry has bee brough

also more
co-operative attitude to the Left.
The truce between the two most
powerful figures on the island
brought the corrupt National
Party’s rule to an end.

The task_facing Mintoff is basic-
ally that of rescuing a neo-colonial
type economy from its jethargy and
its dominance by Britain. At the
same time he.needs Britain’s finan-
cial support to maintain present
living standards. Thus he has em-
bark on the apparently contra-
dictory courses of “both trying to
get the UK. to: raise its annual
subvention from £5m. to £I5m.,
and telling them they must vacate
the strategically important dry
docks.

Labour's_position on the dock-
yards owes. more to  hard-nosed
business sense than doctrinaire non-
alignment. At the moment it is
leased to the British Navy who not
only look after their Meditteranean
ﬂazt but do contract work for other
!ATO countries including the U.S.

“IMPORTANT ASSET”.

ime Minister is his cordial rela-
tions with Arab countries and parti-
cularly with oil-rich Libya only 180
miles to the south. The lnsublhly
of the: regimes in’ many of

countries, however, means that they
would by-no means be a reliable
life line to rescue Malta  from

angerous 1 ice
is was illustrated in me first l‘on-

n important asset for the new mos
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Labour wins power

THE MALTESE GENERAL ELBCTION on Jume 13/14th
returned Labour to power for the first time since independence
nine years ago. Although holding a slender one seat majority
parliament, Prime Minister Dom Mintoff
has aluady made his Government’s presence felt both at home

Councillor Mick Smyth became the second Labour man in the history of the City to'become and

DOM MINTOFF,
Malta Prime Minister

night of the new government's reign
when a mass exodus of the British
community had to be halted by
assurances from Mintoff himself
for their safety. The island simply
coul not survive economically
their departure and the Ins! of valu-
able foreign _exchan uch
event could also serionsly atfeci he
important louns( industry at the
ment  largely controlled by
British travel "agencies. hotel and
transport interests. Until he changes
this foreign control and. broadens
the base of the Maltese tourist
nrket, Mintoff will always be sus-
British. pressures. But

wuh socnlls( govemmems now. in
power in two of Europe's greatest
of tourist _traffic, Sweden

5

§

Foreign News

AUSTRIA — The minority
Socialist Government received a big
boost on 25th April with the re-
election of its candidate Franz
Jonas, as President. He received
53% of the vote in a straight fight
with the conservative - People’s
.|Party. A general election _is
expected shortly.

ITALY—Both the Socialists and
Social Democrats did well in recent
municipal elections in contrast to
the Christian Democrats and Com-
munists - who generally lost ground

to the neo-fascist Italian Social
Movement, .
CANADA—The socialist New

Democratic Party won a major bye-
clection for the federal parliament
on 31st May. In an industrial
Ontario-seat their candidate won a
new seat with a 4,200 majority to
raise their seats to 24 in the 264
seat Howse of Commons.

FRANCE—The confused world
of French Socialism became a little
clearer after a unity conference of
nearly one thousand delegates in
Espinay, near Paris, on 11-13 June;
A ‘new French Socialiét Party. was
formed uniting the various nons
Communist left wing parties and its
member Executive Committee
later went on to elect former pre<
sidential candidate Francois
Mitterand as First Secretary. The
main task facing the new party in
the short term is the forging of an
electoral pact with the Communists
for the 1973 General Election,

MALAYSIA—The persecution of
socialists continues unabated with
the recent heavy fining of the
Deputy General Secretary of the
Democratic Action Party, Fan Yew
Teng, for a speech which would be
regarded- as normal in m ost
democracies. He was also dej
of “his seat in Parliament. Th‘-
follows a recent case in which two
other socialist ‘M.P.‘« were y:iled

lhan a fighting chance.

foreign socialist parties.

to the auemmn of the G

by Labour since the introduction
of the Free Tradle Agreement with
Britain. July ~brought news ~ of
further' redundancies in Corl

ianna Fail has done lmle to
protect the industry from the full
effects of free trade. It has not
sought o make a special case for
lkc industry, nor has it encouraged

Ci retrain  workers in
factories facing imminent close-
down, nor. h it " arranged the

urgent injection of new industrial
capital into areas where factories
are threaten

Clearly the imipact of free “trade
is crippling the footwear mduslr)’
Imoorts of Toot'wear in the yea
1969 were valued at £1,451,000 and
exports at £3,764.000. In 1970 im-
ports were valued at £2,357,000 (of
which _the seeond half of the vear
ussoom -and ex-|

decling
by rushing the counlry into the
Caommon Market."

Deputies Barry Desmond and
Justin Keating also atténded the

19% and telephone charges by over
10%.

ceremonies.

NAME

JAMES  CONNOLLY ~ SOCIAL CLUB

20 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

ADDRESS

T.U./LABOUR

BRANCH

Dublin 2.

PROPOSED BY

Please complete and return with £1 membership fee to: The'
Secretary, James Connolly Social Club, 20 Earlsfort Terrace,

For office use only

or
ports at only £3,962,000.

oyment Tose in the 1960s
ontil the middle of the decade (when
the Free Trade Agreement was
signed) lhen it levelled off and

__ began to fal

Fhe mumber of persons engaged
in the footwear iindusiry were 5,790

(2824 men) im October, 1960;
o o35 men) in October, 1965,
and 5700 (2,500 imen) in December.

70.'So there were less at work
i e rades i NST8 thas wa Ton

The evil effects of this cannot
be over-stressed. Jobs have been
Tost in towns whiich have grown to
depend on such employment and
with little altermative job oppor-

tunities.

In- terms of jobs alone the
statistics reveal tthe bankruptcy of
Fianna Fail pollcv In |Ie three
years 1965 to ser lootwear
factories cloml (Ioun wnh the loss
of approximately 930 jobs.

In th eai 1970 three
factories closed with a loss of 150
(iobs and in the first quarter of
L1971 two_factoriies closed with a
And the prospect
for the rest ‘of thie vear looks none
100 cheerful. In tlac first two months

SECONDED BY

RATIFIED ' DATE

t Trade Union.

Civil Aviation,

Publihed by’ whe Laboue Party, and Prinied by the

“lrish Times'’,

1 Westmoreland Strget, Dublin, 2.

of 192) « produc: uon of women's !

3 fashion., h ajo{ product

N of the !mh shoexe industr has
fallen, 265,890 .pairs Io 723 700

pairs.. e patterm is .of increasing

rcdundancxes and of mare and more

. case:

PR and £ansequent ,shon time  for

H .Iv;;-;lmw thee paitern of earlv

holds ~ throoughout - the _year

thee~ will be a 159 fall in the shoe

industry.

.Iom fhe WUI now. '

Hospitals,

CUMANN OIBRIGHTHE NA H'EIREANN
WORKERS' UNION OF IRELAND
29 Pamell Square, Dublinl and Branch Offices

A modern,‘haﬁonal general

EACH FOR ALL, ALL FOR EACH.

The Workers’ Union of Ireland was foundéd by the late Jim Larkin,
famous Labour and Trade Union leader.

The W.U.L caters for a wide variety of workers in private and
public employment such as —

Public Service employees, Food Industries, Clerical and Administra-
tive staffs, Drink and Tobacco, Communications, Textile Industry,
Engineering, National
Building Industry, Affiliated Professional, Technical and Adminis-
trative Assocmlons and all other categories of workers.

The W.U.L is a progressive, militant Trade Union without parallel
in its national record of responsible service to workers and the
community generally.

John Foster,
General President.

Docks, Fuel,

Denis Larkin,

General Secretary

Tel: 48711 (6 lines)
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SPOTLIGHT: POVERTY IN IRELAND

Introducing
the
Spotlight
Column‘

THERE EXISTS a great deal of
poverty and injustice in-the Re-

C. IL 15 nOU me aramauc sort
of the underdeveloped countrics
of the Third World but rather

complete neglect of peri-
pheral social groups, such as pen-
sioners, who have not the.or- -
gani power to make their
wvoice heard.

A future theme in articles in
Laboir News Bulletin will be the
existence and the extent of poverty
n this country. Underlying this
theme will be the obvious neces-
sity for Labour in a goveznment
dedicated to shifting the emphasis
of State cxpenditure to the for-
golten, deprived minorities in our
society. Adlied to_this underlying
theme is an associated theme; the
urgent fieed for people who are
appalled by Fianna Fail neglect of
such groups to work for for
Labour, Obviously the present
party in power will not introduce
sufficiently radical réforms. The
one way to_rid the country of
these evils is to work for the
Labour Party.

From such a social policy
Labour cannot expect great elec-
toral: benefit. Most. of .those. who,

are in the greatest need have had
their political awareness frozen
by the continuous, demeaning
peed to depend on Fianna Fail
hand-outs,

Fianna Fail not merely ex-
tracts full “credit from its miserly
social welfare benefits but it
successfully manages to- make
‘many indigent people feel grate-
ful to them. Their level of ex-
pectancy has becn kept low by
Fianna Fail so it can be said
that it is in the Government’s
benefit not to raise dramatically
social welfare benefits. If they
were raised the recipients might
how they had been

LABOUR'S COMMITMENT

Labour's essential_ commitment
springs not from. political expedi-
aney ot fram o commitment o
change the face of Irish society.
Labour wishes to. change the
social values on which State ex-
penditure is based. "Labour will
no longer allow State expenditure
on crude economic growth to out-
Strip expenditure on social im-
provement. A complete- re-align-
ment of the nation's expenditure
is the declared socialist desire of
he Labour Party.
nth Labour News
carry data on gov-
erty and injustice in Ireland. Such
data will come very often from
Government publications or from
studies of State subsidised bodies.
Each year the Government pu
lishes “information which indicts
every aspect_of its policy Gf such
it can be calied).

Yet the Government can be cer-
tain that such data will rarely be
translated from ' the statistical

blications, where chronicles of

ope of social problems in

and e
the Republic.

our News - Bulle

+-attempt.to.sectify;this situation,

Bulletin _ will

POVERTY AND THE PENSIONERS

IN 1966 the Dublin Health
Authority estimated  that  old
people living alone  needed

£3.424p per week, not including
rent, to stay above the poverty
line.

‘Without this amount it was
estimated that an old person
could not purchase the necessary
1,600 calories of food per day,
along with other necessaries such
as clothing, and would in all
probability suffer from malnu-
trition. 1f onc adjusts this figure
‘to the cost of living, which has
risen by over 35% since then,
it -can be estimated that nowa-

' pelsun woull® et

£4.60p_to
verty line.
amount would leave n
for reasonable “luxuries” such
as cigarettes, a bottle of stout
or books which brighten an old
person’s life. It would merely
make it le for an old per-
son to survive in reasonably good

health.
‘March/April 1971

Yet in
people in receipt of the old age,
blind and widows' pensions were
receiving the following amounts:

Amount Received ~ Number of
in Pensions People in
the State
receiving
he pension
Under £3-00 a week 3,950
£3-00—£4-00 a week 35.750
£4-00—£5-00 a week 131,950
£5-00—£7-00 a weel 34,550
£7-00—£10.00 18.800
Over £10-00
It can be seen that the on the
basis of the Dublin Health Auth-
ority figures that 44,700 people

o3 peusions live, jn poveriy,and

that another 131,950 live on the
verge of poverty. Under Fianna
Fail some 176,650 people in the
Republic are on the starvation
ine.

- The full import of these figures
can be further appreciated if one
remembers the late age at which
the old age pemsion is granted
here. The pension is only given
at the age of 70, the oldest in
Europe with the sole exception
of Norway.

“WORSENING PROBLEM ”

The problem of old people will
get worse in the next decade.
There are almost 350,000 old age
pensioners: at the moment and
by the end of the decade the

RURAL
. POVERTY

A RECENT SURVEY (rom the
Economic and -Social Research
Institute on the * Rural House-
hold Budget” details the wide-
spread presence of marginal
poven¥_ on small farms in Ire

land. The average income for a
farm under 30 acres is £177
which obviously is insufficient

even when supplemented by con-
sumption of home produced
foodstuffs. On these farms only
one-third of the land was in use
because of the concentration of
small_holdings poor fand.

invidious system of land
apportionment in Ireland means
that the bulk of small farms are
al:onoemmed in-areas with poor
a

It means that whole areas of
the nation are dependent for even
an extremely low. standard of liv-
ing .on.St “Fhis i

number is expected to increase
by 15%. For those under 70
-who are not in receipt of any
State aid the only recourse is to
Home Assistance, which -varies
from Jocal authority to local
authority, and is rarely adequate
due to the paucity of local
authority funds. In 1969, 35,000
people — most of them old —
were in receipt Of such assist-
ance. A large perasntage of
these can be safely added to the
large number in poverty.

The disgracefully low and late
benefits_available to old people
under Fianna Fail can be added:
to some other shameful statis-'
tics. .

One person in forty over the

gardly aid, from the Fianna Fail
Government does not tackle the
basic problems of lack of alter-
native local employment in indus-
try and the unfair apportionment
of land in depressed areas, but
it nevertheless means that Fianna
Fail hold down regions in an
almost feudal grip.

On farms under 30 acres less
than_one-third. (311%) of the

culture
(32.3%) comes from jobs obtained
by members of the family at dif-
fecent times of the year. The re-
maining third is made up_as fol-
lows. 6.2% comes from interest,
dividends and pensions, 28.1%
from social welfare (dole, family
allowance, etc) and the rest

f 65 is incarcerated in a
mental hospital. This _is five
times as many as in the popula-
tion under the age of 65. Another
74% of our old people are in

institutions of one sort or anm-

other. -

" “The effects of prolonged isola-
tion and a constant need to cope
with an extremely tight budget
undoubtedly leads 1o a tragic end
to the lives of many people who
spent their active working lives
in the service of the community.
One of the most urgent needs
and tasks of Labour in govern-
ment must be the re-direction of
State expenditure to remove this
blot on -Irish society—Fianna
Fail's treatment of old people.

When the category 1-30 acres
is broken down further the pic-
ture looks worse. On_farms be-
tween 1-10 acres 41.7% of the
family's income comes from social
welfare and another 74% from

pensions.

The furt callousness of the
Government’s decision 1o remove
the rural dole can be seen in the
light of this survey. The decision,
in effect, cut off up to 25% of the
. 1t was a
has

small farmer's income.
decision vfll'ch

inevitably

merely mean an intensification in
the iliati ‘where

rom emigr In
other words on farms under 30
acres over a quarter of family's
money comes from social welfare.

The amount derived from farm-
ing is less than the amount de-

Systs
men bave to leave their families

o work in Britain for most
the year to keep them- from
poverty.

Tobridoe

subsidy.

BRITISH DECISION

THE BRITISH LABOUR PARTY, the largest social demo-.
y in the world, is now virtually certain te oppose

“cratic

¢ part
the U.K.s entry to the Common Market on the terms nego-
fiated by the Heath Government.

No vote was taken at Heir
Special EEC. Confercnce _in
Central Hall, Westminster on 17th
July, but there is no doubt what
the outcome of ‘a ballot among: the
1,230 delegates would  have been.

this sense - Harold Wilson's
Closing speech was irrelevant except
in so far as it was the clearest
statement yet of opposition to the

“ANTI” MAJORITY

Although Chairman lan Mikardo
was scrupulously fair in choosing
alternate speakers from both sides
the balance of the debate’ lay
clearly. with the “antis.” No ‘argu-
ments could be mustered i
. futation of Peter Shore’s ruthless
dissection of the Heath White
Paper and the position. of the
Labour Marketeers; of Michacl
Foot's emotional defence of Parlia-
ment's right to decide monetary
and taxation policy; of the calls
from delegates from depressed areas
for the preservation of regional de-
velopment policies; of the con-
stantly raised issue of the abandon-
ment ~ of X ar ol
cheap food

policy; of the effects of
free capital movement and so on.
Jn the face of this onslaught

George Thomson’s: assertion - that

he would have recommended U

present terms to a Labour cabinet

(“so what.” as one heckler called):

John Mackintosh's claim that only

within the could Britain

‘gain some immunity from recurring

erling crises; of the possibility of

sharing in_more rapid growt
raised by Michael Stewart; and the
case for a uniquely. European con-
tribution to be ma to world
peace by an enlarged 'E.EC. had

L very litde effect.

" There was no’ doubting; the sin-
Skerity of the calls for Britain to
Fplay her part in the buikding of 2
Jisocialist Europe with the EEC. as
ithe first step, but the ca t for-
fward, among others, by * front
‘bench Member, Eric Heffer, that
E ;?my couldn't compromise. the fight
“For socialisni”at ‘home in“thre: cause

of socialism abroad caug:‘t the

mood of the delegates. ‘both

sides of the debate there were
frequent  references to the im-
mediate” task of ridding the

country of Ted Heath and in the
end this aided the case of the op-
ponents rather thari the supporters
of entry.

From an outsider ‘point of
view one of the most interesting
elements in the debate was the
Jevel of participation by M.P.s In
fact their contributions on both
sides dominated in_number and
content, overshadowing even the
trade union leaders, Scanlon and
Jones. It was clear that even with
the certainty of the October de-
cision there are still great tensions
to be resolved within the Parlia-
mentary Party.

Brussels Conference on the EEC

THE EIGHTTH Congress of the
Socialist Parties of the E.E.C.
was held in Brussels ‘from June
28th to 30th. The Labour Party
attended as an observer party and
was represented by Dr. Conor
Cruise O'Brien, T.D, Niall
Greene and Brendan Halligan,
with Tony Browne as technical

EEC. act as a soci

within the European Parliament

and not as_national representa-

tives. The Parliament does not,
real power in

iser.
The socialist’ parties of the
&

the EEC.

have in the future and, in any
event, is a useful testing ground
for socialist co-operal beqween
ix ditrerent coun-

parties from si

ries.

The Brussels Coneress was
their cight get togetber at which
they discussed the future of Euro-

EEC ROUND-UP

Of the socialist parties in the
four applicant countries only that
of Denmark now remains fully
committed in its support for E.E.C.
membership. The Norwegians are
being pressed by public opinion
and widening divisions in their
own ranks to adopt a much less
favourable stance than that which
Prime Minister Brattelli ‘and his
Cabinet took up on their return
to power some months ago. And
the great mass of this opposition
in Ireland, Britain and Norway is
being generated by the terms which
are emerging from the negotiations..

The_Philanthrophic international-

the debate on both sides.

Tn‘conversation they cxpressed
of the anti-

surprise at the fears

pean integration and more effi-
cient means for joint conce:
action in the Parliament.

For the first time at such a
Congress the parties from four
appiicant countries were invited
to attend as observers with the

Also present were the socialist
parties of Finland, Austria, Swit-
zerland, New Zealand and Isracl.
The European Trade Union
Movement was officially repre-
_ seat
ocialist members of the Euro-
pean Parliament attended, led by
the president of the Parliament,
Walter Behrendt, a member of
Social Democratic

The ist members of
the E.E.C. Commission were pre-
sent as observers, Wilhelm
Haferkamp of Germany, Sicco
Mansholt of the Netherlands and
Altiero Spinneli of Italy.

NO SECRET

The Congress made little secret
of its desire to see the four appli-
cants become full members of
the EEC. This was particularly
true in the case of Britain and
speaker after speaker appealed to
the British Labour Party to sup-

Marketeers pointing out that they port U.K. entry on the grounds

themselves had once held similar

beliefs, few of which had

been  democratic

that it the

would _strengthen
the

institutions _of

realised. But what many of them EE.C. and also strengthen the
fail to realise is that the Treaty of [abour Movement at European

Rome and the accession terms for
each of the original 6 countries
to meet

were carefully tailored
their  circumstances  have

developed in accordance with their

needs. ) o
It is more than a little unrealisti

to expect the four applicants each
with their own special characteris-
ics and needs to accept the present

ists of Garrett Fitzge 's fantasy
world are demanding a high price
for entry to the club and fewer
and fewer people in the applicant
countries are willing to pay it.

~ With the decision of. the British
party's October Annual Conference
now beyond doubt there.is clear
and genuinely felt disappointmentt

among the socialists  withip 5 the
EX, They were well reprehtedt
at the Special Conference and mustt

at times have despaired at the- levell
at"which some of the contributions
were pitched and fhy narrow in-
sularity of muth of the content off

virtuall;

C
intoto - despite the fact they have

had no say in its development. As
German ‘Social Democrat Minister

Frau Focke said in response .t
Conor _Cruise O'Brien's speech ji
Brussels_ the time has come
people inside the E.EC. to_ s

examining some of their beliﬁ;,' n
¢

demands and proposals more in

Tieht-of sihe siuation of the apphi-  ThE lﬁ'}"‘;'cfifw‘““o.“ “‘"‘";g‘ayl economy and the dangers of un-
cants- than they have done herefo- rmed th an aris-
fore, ey e 4" the integiation process’ begun jngfrom the Government's terms
ot would hope then this might Yith the "EEC. must 'be con-  of entry. . .

e O D products of the tnued to iis ultimate complelion, . He eriticised the general reso-
British position. in the *United States:of Europe, lution 'for disparaging national

level.

At the same time the Congress
did not attempt to force its views
down the throats of the four
parties_from the applicant coun-

ies. There was a general recog-
nition that each such party had
special problems which - would
have to be solv

In_the course of aresolution on
the Enlargement of the European
Community, which was' adopted,
the Congress, however, made it
clear that the terms of entry in

ch case must be judged’ from

been

ic

y

0
n

T.. ditions of working people and in

general on the achievément of
Socialist aims.” K

But they said the European
Community can only develop if
all the activities of its execulives
are subject to a democratic Euro-
pean Parliament directly elected
by the people.

The prospects of such develop-
ments were not regarded as being
very rosy in the closed sessions
and in private conversations. The
text of the general resolution
should therefore be taken with
a grain of salt. It is important in
the long. term but of no imme-
diat_relevance to pelitics as prac-
ticed in the EEC.

DIFFERENCES

Different ~ outlooks _ became
very cvident during the Cagress.
The Dutch are the most “Euro-
pean,” being in favour of a Euro-
pean’ Labour Party. Their Party
Conference has in fact passed
such a resolution. They are realis-
tic'enough to know it is a long
way off but they are clearly pre-
paring the ground for such an
eventuality.

Thé party with the most criti-
jcal analysis of the EE.C. from a
socialist point of view was the
Italian Socialist Party. It pro-
posed an amendment to the

General Resolution ‘which was
defeated but was supported by the
Trish delegation in Dr. O'Brien’s
speech.

The Halian socialists . were
strongly critical of the E.EC.
because it had “provided the great
capitalist companies with a large
market and to an intensive
process of industrial concentra=
tion and has also favoured emi-
gration on a massive scale from
the economically  depressed
areas.”

They also said that the E.E.C.
agricultural policy had not solved
the problems of agriculture and
that the regional differences in
wealth had grown worse,
better, under the E.EC.

‘The demanded the creation of
completely democratic _ political
power in the community.

The Congress provided a valu-
able insight into the political
attitudes of those at work within
the E.E.C. It showed that there
is much disagreement between
socialists as to what they want

not

for Europe, a disappointing
failure %o agree on joint ventures
and little real prospect for a

United States of Europe in the
oext decade at least.

Views of Irish delegation

At a working party on co-
operation between the socialist
parties, Brendan Halligan ex-
pressed disappointment at the lack
of agreed socialist objectives and
action between the present EEC
parties. While the Labour Party
was_opposed to Irish entry into
the BEC. it would certainly favour
cooperation with its sister parties
on the basis of a socialist pro-
gramme. :

Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien,
T.D.. spoke at the final congress
session and outlined the stand of
the Labour Party against the Irish
Government's _application  for
membership. He stressed the
underdeveloped state of the Irish

sovereignity. A fast rate of integra-
tion towards a United States
urope was not attractive to the
applicant countries and was, in
fact, the very opposite. He said
“Sovereignty. so dearly bought. is
prized very highly by the Irish
people.”

He warned against any insist-
ence by socialist forces for Euro-
pean foreign and defence policies

at a time when European politics

was dominated by Gaullist and
conservative governments.
Concluding, Dr. O'Brien stated
that socialists could not accept any
form of collaboration with fascist
regimes in Greece. Portugal of
pain. o :
Dr. O'Brien's speech was ret
ccived with great attention by the
Congress and_his _coint _on
.mational sovereignty made an imi-
was commented on
by subsequent. speak-

pact and
favourably.
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New Party Policies

IN ACCORDANCE with a decision of the 1971 Conference
in Gnlway, steps are being taken to bring our Outline Policy
documents up to date and expand on them. Initially education,
justice and local government are being covered but the pro-
gramme will be gradually extended to cover all issues which
would confront Labour in government,

“The exercise, as was the case in
1967/1968 has two complementary
objectives,” the General Secretary,
Brendan Halligan, told the Bulletin.
“ A lot of things have happened in
the short period since January 1969
when the present policies were
adopted. We have had the develop-
ments in Northern Ireland, the
resurrection of Ireland's application
for E.EC. mernbershlp. the
crambling  of our

mdusms under free
nd the threat to our alfeady

member to pcr!IClpMc in this demo-
cratic exercise.

The policy formation exercise is,
ﬂlerefore, being d&uxned to_involve
all mbers who wish
fo. maks thelr ontribution, The co-
ordination of each series of discus:
sions will be the responsibility of
special _committees set up by the
AC's Education Committee. Con-
stituency and regional meetings will
be held and written submissions
invited from those interested in
each subject.

Party members who wish. to par-
ncnpa:e in the formulation of pohc)i
Local

ak
hcio);s must_be taken into account
in our policies as well as the pos-
sibilities of new developments in
polmca) thought and techaology.
socialist party policy
formation’ should be carried out on
a’ continuing basis and should not
a sporadic process geared only
to keeping an up-to-date_election
manifesto in being. It shoild be a
dynamic dialectical exercise involy-
ing the entire Party membership in
an « cxamination ¢f the current
roblems in our society, the |denl|-
£cauon of the causes which give
fise to social and political in-
equalities and the formulation of
socialist answers to these problems.
Policy formation should be an
exercise into eaning  of
socialism ‘and the creation' of prac-
tical programmes for changing our
capitalist society.
this way _our membership
in a unique insight and
understanding _of - Party  policy
which would be impossible in. a
srly relying on civil servants or
e party bosscs for lhelr proposals.
“ Remember,” ncluded,
“the 1969 ponc.e, are only Out:
line Policies. They were never in-
tended. to be the Yast word. There
is a grenl need to expand, and
@epen g, . We  want..eyery - party.

Government should complete”and
return the form below. If you are
interested in some other subject, you
can writc it on the form. Members
can contribute to as many policy
groups, as they wi h

Branches are lo arange
special meetings on rty policy
and 1o, submit. their Bndings and

suggestions to the Party Secretary.

All of Labour's policies are avail-
able in booklet or pamphlet form.
Branches should purchase copies
for their members. The price list
is printed in a special advertisement
on ge.

1972 Annnd Conlerem
MII be held in ‘W on 25,
26 and 27 Fo

decided by the AC at its Jrne

happy choice as Brendan Corish
hes i Fimi twenty
fifth year a5 a Wex-

ford de, ly"eA"dhehs
uf N
p'n e Just

tenth year as
Party Leader,

The AC considered that bring-
ing the Conference to Wexford
was an  appropriate

boﬂl

Happy
Anniversary!

MRS. DYMPNA TANNAM has
just completed her tenth year of
employment in the Party Head

ice. She joined the Head
Office staff in 1961 at the age of
sixteen and is now personal sec-
retary to Brendan Halligan, the
General Secretary.

She is known to many Party
members as the pleasant voice
that invariably answers the phone
to deal patiently with *a query
about affiliation” or some other
knotty problem.

part from working in the
Party office she has been active
in working for the Labour Move-
ment and was the first Vice-Chair-
man of the James Connolly Club.

ICTU Meeting

MEMBERS " of the Parliamentary
Party and  Administrative Council
met officers of the ICTU on two
occasions -recently. A further meet-
ing is planned for early September.
nnual Conference in  Galway
called for the establishment of a
permanent liaison between the party
and me x.c.‘[. m 3.

"POLICY COMMITTEES

General Sc!:rc(ary. The Labour Party,

20 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2

NAME

ADDRESS

BRANCH ....

I wish to participate in the policy making programme for the

subject(s) indicated
O Education

[0 Local Government

O Justice

I am interested in policy formation in the following areas not

included above

Please return to Head Office not later than 31t August, 197111

—
Present af the' AC meeﬁllK'
Seld from 1130 am to 530

p.m. on Swturday, 26th June, in
Head Office were: Roddy Con-
the  Chair), Nislt

ting,
Ilomn. Miek vaﬂl. Bill Con-
roy and Paddy Kavanagh.

British Visitor

IAN MIKA-RDO, MP.. the
Chairman _of ths British Labour
Party. paid an oﬂ'mml Vit to party
Head Office on- f4th July. He was
in Ireland as President of hls ‘Union,
the A.S.T.M.

He was recéived by Roddy Con-
nolly. Niall Greene and Brendan
Halligan. Discussions covered the

EEC. the North, international
socialist co-operation and liaison
between the two. parties. He wi
entertained to hinch by the Party
Leader, Brendan Corish.

meet-
- held as 2 result of ¥
on the C

IM acting

- Constituency
Reports

Typical of the fears shared by
many workers about entry
was the statement by Joe OCallax-
han, Blarney Branch Secretary, dur-
ing the discussion on Common Mar-
ket bership organised by the
branch.  He pointed out that the
local community was totally depen-
dent on a single factory which in
turn was dependent on the textile
industry. The factory was produc-
ing mainly for the home market,
and for that reason_they had everv
cause to, . entry, as in-
creased imports could cause whole-
sale redundancies.

He said the branch would
organise a local campaign against
the destruction of local industry
and employment,
The nm:s ‘Connolly . Branch in
Cork City South East organised a
very successful singing pub com-
pe non Local pubhcans donaled
0 the winner of the heat in
hls uwn pub. ranch Secretary,
Frank Kerrigan, acted as M.C. and
experienced adjudicators acted
judges. A silver plaque was pre-
sented to the winner, Mrs.
Remington, by branch Chairman
P. Horgan. The Vice-Chairman E.
Kittringhant ably assisted in the
orgamsauon The branch also
organised an under 13 soccer com-
petition in which . local teams
played against those from other

parts  of the nv The mini
* festival  week ” ought  great
com-

credit to - the branch in its

OBITUARY
THOMAS GALLAGHER

The Labour and .Republican
veteran, Thomas Gallagher, died at
the age of 81 in Waterford.. He
:vas Mayor of the city from 1955
member of the Labour Party
since 1926, he was a former chair-
man and treasurer of the con-
smuency councll

f D Compnnly, 3rd

Waiertora £ the--JiREAL,
a0 '*h‘!"v??'ltwlce jailed in Ballybricken

D'aﬂ 'In"qﬂir)g

DEPUTY JUSTIN KEATING

resigned from the Committee

of Public Accounts on 8th July. The Comnmiitee which is
composed of twelve T.D.’s (six Fisnna Fail, four Fine Gael
and two Labour) is investigating the expenditure of £100,000
voted by the Dail for Northern Relief.

“I believe that the Government
and Fianna Fail members of the
Committee are acting in colluslon,
said Keating to, 3
Bulletin, “and my purpose in resign-
ing is to_give myself the frecdom
10 say this. My intention is to
strengthen the Committee in its
investigation and not to weaken it.
I can do this by focusing public
attention on_ Fianna_Fail's con-
spiracy to hide the fact that the
Taoiseach and Mr. Gibbons knew
of Captain Kelly's activities before

Dail Questions

ON JUNE 15th Dr. John OCon-
nell, T.D., asked the Minister for

Health ~about the number . of
medical card holders in each
county. Mr. Childers’ reply re-
vealed  interesting duspannes be-
tween different  counties,

shows the arbitrary melhod of dis-
pensing. such cards

some areas:

the o overnment crisis of  May, (liorklh?‘slﬂ 575 cards, which 1

0. only - slightly Jess than  Dublin,
Depuly :yrnnk Oiuskey was | which has 45297 for a far la

Party to fill the vacancy.
Labour’s other representative on
the Committee is Deputy Sean
Treacg a- long serving member.
ommittee’s normal role is to
investigate all Government expendi-
ture and to ensure that monies
voted by Dail Eireann are not mis-
spent. Traditionally a member of
the Opposition_chairs the commit-
tee. Patrick Hogan, Fine Gael
dep\lty from Tipperary, holds the
rmy Treacy had built up
an estab ished reputation on_this
Comnmittee for his diligent vigilance
over the expenditure of the tax-
payer's money.
Deputy Keating’s letter of resig-
:nanon hmugh: the following points
—The Fianna Fail members of
the Committee twice voted against
the restoration of its powers to
question  witnesses  after  the
Supume Court ruling that the Act
g such powers was unconsti-
fation
—The Minister for Justice
refused to make available to the
Committee all the relevam infor-
mation in_his_possess
R e
refused. to give the Committee
continuing legal advice,

resolution,

‘The first meeting took place in
Congress Headquarters on 30th
June and was excluswe]y concerned
with the E.E.C. question. The
second meeting was held in Leinster
House on 14th July and covered
trade union legislation and n.
North, in addition to E.E.

At jts Annual Conterence in July
the LC.T.U. voted against Irish
membership of the E.EE.C. on the
basis of the information currently
available from the Governmem It
decided to hold n
ference to take a defi
once the final terms of enfey be-
came known.

The LC.T.U. also called for a
Government examination the
alternatives to full entry,

Leader,

Brendan

~|Corish, T.D., a delig_ix_le to the Con-

ference from _the G.W.U,, out-
lined Labour’s attitude in a_fight-

ing speech that brought prolonged
applause from the delegates.

BRANCH DISSOLVED

THE FINTAN LALOR BRANCH (Dublin North Central) was

dissolved by the Administrative

Council at its meeting on June

26th for failing to comply with article 3.6 of the Constitution.

This article states that “a branch
shall not continue the membership
of a person whom the Admini:
tive Council decndes is _ineligible

that  Mr.
member of the branch, had
qualified himself from membership
of the Party because of his mem-
bership of the Socialist Labour
Alliance. The Fintan Lalor branch
had been informed by the AC of
its decision but had refused to
abide by the AC ruling.

A meeting then took place be-
tween the party officers and the
branch officers. At this meeting the
attention of the branch officers
was drawn to the terms of article
3.6 of the Party Constitution -and
to_the possible consequences of a
refusal to comply with it. At a
special meeting of the branch their
officers reported back on the dis-
cussions with the party officers.
As their secrctary later wrote in a
letter to_ Head ~Office, conveying
their decision to keep Paddy Healy
in membership, they well
aware of “the lmphcauon of Ihel!

decision”.
The AC, accordingly, dissolved
the branch for refusing to comply
with the Party Constitution.
Former .members of the. branch
may re-apply for membership of

- the party and have been informed

to this effect.

Dail Voting

THE ATTENDANCE by Labour
T.Ds at Dail Votes was discussed
by the Administrative Council at
its meeting on 26th June. Dissatis-
faction was expressed at the poor
voting record of the party over
the previous weeks, -The -meeting
commended those deputies who
performed their primary obligation

f speaking in debates and voting
in divisions,

A resolution was passed by the
AC making these points and was
sent to- the Parliamentary Party. As
a result, ‘a meeting js’ being held
between the party officers and a
delegation from the Parliamentary
Party to discuss the matter.

IS THIS A

Miss Ann Peppard of
Ranelagh Branch (Dublin Sc\nh
Central) holds the record for the
most_money . contributed by an
individual party member to the
National Collection.

Up to mid-July she had col-
lected on her i

country- thgar.

“I wanted to prove to myself
two  points during  this
National Collection,”
“Firstly, was_there_money to
collected for the Labour Party and
secondly was the envelope method
of collection of any value in an
area_such as Rathgar.”

he. answer to my first query
is a resounding, Yes The money
is there if only we go out and
collect it. What 1 thought would be
an erduous task turned out to be
3 very p]easant—and profitable—
experiel invited into
many homes for a chat aad 2 cup
of tea. So I not only collutcd
money but also made conver

_Ann Peppard is pi i

nights each week on her wllnctmn
She starts nbonl 730 eath evening
and finishes o

She claims she hnd hllle time
for the armchair socialist. “If one
has fine lungs and a good memory

can trot out some of Con-
nollys teachings at the appropriate
time one is embraced by a section
of the party as being a true social-
i

She had this final comment to
make. “I have always been proud

RECORD?

to, be a member of the Labour
Party, 1 would like to appeal to
Mr. Corish that ‘the rank and file

ers of the Party be treated
With the same tolerancs as is shown
1o our T.Ds and senators. At
present they are not. But in return
for such folerance he would get
the loyalty of men and women who

will wcrk Jto further the aims of
the Party.

Galway has almost as
many with 30,482.

comes next with 18,470
card holders, followed by Donegal
with 17,236 and Mayo with 16,654.
At the other end of the scale some
counties had far
holders. Longford had only 4,384,
Leitrim  had 4,555 and Carlow
4,955 card holders.

Such statistics give weight to the
constant - demand of Labour
Deputies that the Government lay
down clear criteria for the awa
of medical cards.

CIGARETTE SMOKING

On June 23rd Dr. Noel Browne
asked the Minister for Health to
detail his Department’s expenditure
on health education about the link
between cigarettes and lung cancer,
heart disease and bronchitis. Mr.
Childers’ answer revealed the tiny
budget allocated for such purposes
by our Government, which lags far

behind even the British Tory
Government and the gis-
lature in its attempts to curb
smoking among you

“Indeed “th~Covermaent’ had"to
wait for a Labour-sponsored Bill in
July to agree tentatively "to any
realistic action.

Mr. Childers revealed that in the
year ended March 31st the Govern-
ment had spent £394 on radio,
£2,177 in the o press, £691 in maga-
zines and £13,944 on television .to "
counteract  advertising mducmg
young people to smoke. week

¢ Government spends as much
ndverlnsmg in other areas as it
spent in a year for anti-smoking
advertisements. Labour revealed
the hypocrisy of the Government's
claim to be “taking effective action
on the matter.

RATES

On June 2¢d Jimmy Tully asked
the Minister for Local Govern-
ment abont the average rates levied
in each area. The Minister re-
vealed exuaordmry differences in
the amount levied in different
counties, which is usually propor-
tionate to the amount of support
offered by central Government.
At -the upper level the scale
£18.62p and £18.28p is levied per
head of the population in counties
Dublin and Waterford. They are
closely followed by Tipperary (S.R.)
with £l7 }7)) per head and chklow
with Z6p. u the other end
£1.3p i r head in Mayo-
and £1. 76p in Leitrim.

James Connolly Poster

Agriculture Policy

Worker Democracy Policy
Health Policy
ion Policy

AC Resignation

PRT CARROLL who had been
Administrative
Councnl to fill the vacancy caus
the disqualification’ of Paddy
Healy resigned on 30th June. He
had ‘been a-member of the Ad-
ministrative  Council for three
months and was Secretary of the
Education Sub-Committee,
resigned, according to his
letter of resignation, in protest
against the creation of areas of

L

conflict within: the organisation un-
‘:elmed to the political needs of the

EE.C. Policy
Western Development and
Fisheries Policies
1969 Annual Report
1970 Annual Report
“The New Republic”
by Brendan Corish, T.D.
Party Constitution

LABOUR PARTY PUBLICATIONS.
25,

p
1969 Policy Document — Complete Set 30p (40p by post)
Housing and Local Government Policies

Industrial Development Policy

Banking and Taxation Policies

Membership Cards (Sold in Tens)

Call or Write to Publications Department,
20 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2.

(30p by post)
5p ( 9p by post)

Sp »
Sp "
5p »
5p "
sp "
5p

2p ( 6p by post)
5p (9p by post)
10p (14p by post)
10p (14p by post)
. 10p (14p by post)

5p ( 9p by
15p (19p by

post)
post)

Labour Party,
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