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T h e y w a nt u s t o v ot e till w e
gi v e t h e ri g ht a n s w er b ut...

M E A N S

T H E  p oliti c al  e st a b-
li s h m e nt  h a s  b e e n
h a m m e r e d  o v e r  t h e
Ni c e  r ef e r e n d u m. It
r e pr e s e nt s  a  t ur ni n g
p oi nt i n Iri s h p oliti c s.

All t h e m ai n p arti es li n k e d
u p wit h l e a d ers of t h e u ni o ns,
bi g  b usi n ess  a n d  f ar m ers  t o
c all  f or  a Yes  v ot e.  B ut  t h e y
w er e b e at e n.

O ur r ul ers m a y s e e t h e E U
as  t h e  h o m e  of  pr o gr ess  a n d
ci vilis ati o n.  B ut  t h e  p o p ul a-
ti o n d o es n ot.  T h e y s e e it as a
gr o wi n g  milit ar y  p o w er  —
o n e t h at c o ul d q ui c kl y us e its
R a pi d R e a cti o n F or c e t o fi g ht
“r es o ur c e w ars ”. 

E U  pr ess ur e  is  t h e  e x c us e
us e d  b y  Iris h  p oliti ci a ns  t o
s ell  off  A er  Li n g us  a n d  t h e
E S B.

A n d  it  is  i n cr e asi n gl y  r u n
b y  t h e  m o st  u n d e m o cr ati c
m e a n s  wit h  p o w er  c o n c e n-
tr at e d i n elit e p oliti ci a ns fr o m
t h e bi g g er st at es.

T h e  e st a bli s h m e nt  l o st
b e c a us e  t h e y  w er e  afr ai d  t o
e nt er i nt o a r e al d e b at e. S u p-
p ort ers of t h e m ai n ri g ht wi n g
p arti es virt u all y dis a p p e ar e d. 

T h e y  t h o u g ht  t h e y  c o ul d
s n e a k a r es ult t hr o u g h a o n a
l o w p oll.

T h e v ot e als o r efl e ct e d t h e
n e w  g a p  t h at  i s  o p e ni n g
b et w e e n  o ur  r ul ers  a n d  t h e
m aj orit y of t h e p o p ul ati o n.

Fi v e  y e ars  of  c orr u pti o n
s c a n d als  h a v e  e x p os e d  t h eir
gr e e d a n d c y ni cis m.

T h e v ot e a g ai nst Ni c e w as
a  si g n  t h at  a  r e b elli o n  is
b r e wi n g. 

Fr e n c h a nti- c a pit ali st
J o s é B o v é i nt e rvi e w e d
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L et E st h er st a y!

T H E T A N G L E D  w e b
of  D e ni s  O’ B ri e n
a n d Mi c h a el L o wr y
i s u nr a v elli n g.

O’ Bri e n  o n c e  t ol d  a
fri e n d t h at  h e h a d gi v e n
£ 1 0 0, 0 0 0 t o Mr Mi c h a el
L o wr y.  

T h e n h e s ai d t h e p a y-
m e nt  h a d  n e v er  b e e n
m a d e  b ut  h a d  b e c o m e
“st u c k ”  wit h  a n  “i nt er-
m e di ar y ”.  H e n o w s a ys
all t his w as a “j o k e ”.

F urt h er  n o b o d y
w a nt s  t o  cl ai m  t h e
£ 5 0, 0 0 0  gi v e n  t o  Fi n e
G a el b y Es at.  

Fi n e  G a el  f u n dr ais er
D a vi d  A usti n  l o d g e d  it
i n 1 9 9 7 i nt o a n offs h or e
a c c o u nt i n J ers e y.

I n  1 9 9 5,  D e ni s
O’ Bri e n’s  c o m p a n y,  E s at
Di gif o n e,  w as  a w ar d e d  a
l u cr ati v e  m o bil e- p h o n e
li c e n c e b y Mi c h a el L o wr y,
t h e n  Mi ni st er  f or
Tr a n s p ort,  E n er g y  a n d
C o m m u ni c ati o ns, a n d  t h e
Fi n e G a el g o v er n m e nt. 

O’ Bri e n  p ai d  o nl y  £ 1 5
milli o n  a n d  m a d e  a  £ 2 2 1
milli o n  f ort u n e  w h e n  h e
s ol d  E s at  Di gif o n e  t o
Britis h Tel e c o m y e ars l at er. 

A m o nt h aft er Es at w o n
t h e li c e n c e,  D a vi d A usti n, a

w e alt h y Fi n e G a el s u p p ort-
er, as k e d  O’ Bri e n  t o  t a k e
t w o  t a bl es  at  a  N e w Yor k
f u n cti o n  t o  r ais e  f u n ds  f or
t h e p art y. 

A p p oi nt e d

D a vi d  A u sti n  w a s  a
fri e n d  of  Mi c h a el  L o wr y
a n d  w as  a p p oi nt e d  t o  t h e
b o ar d  of  A er  Li n g u s  b y
L o wr y.

L o wr y  s a y s  h e  k n e w
n ot hi n g of t h e d o n ati o n. 

B ut  Mi c h a el  L o wr y,
w h o  pr o b a bl y  g ot  cl os e  t o
milli o n  p o u n d s  fr o m
O’ Bri e n, h a d  ni n et e e n

b a n k  a c c o u nts  s o  it  is  n o
w o n d er  h e  c o ul d  n e v er
k e e p tr a c k of all t h os e m ys-
t eri o us p a y m e nts.

F or  i n st a n c e,i n  1 9 9 1
L o wr y  o bt ai n e d  a  st erli n g
dr aft  fr o m  AI B  i n
O’ C o n n ell  Str e et,  D u bli n
a n d l o d g e d it i n a C h a n n el
Isl a n ds b a n k a c c o u nt. 

It  s e e m s  L o wr y  w a s
all o w e d  t o  o p e n  a n  off-
s h or e  a c c o u nt  wit h o ut
b ei n g  gi v e n  t h e  n e c ess ar y
e x c h a n g e  c o ntr ol  cl e ar-
a n c e.

T hi s  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e
a g ai nst t h e l a w. 

B ut n o o n e h as y et b e e n
s e nt t o j ail. 

6, 0 0 0 di e
e arl y fr o m
of p o v er t y

E a c h  y e a r  6, 0 0 0
p e o pl e di e e arl y i n
I r el a n d  b e c a u s e
of p o v ert y.

T his is t h e d e v ast at-
i n g  c o n cl u si o n  of  a
r e c e nt  r e p ort  fr o m  t h e
I n stit ut e  of  P u bli c
H e alt h. 

It is t h e first ti m e t h at
a n offi ci al b o d y h as b al d-
l y  st at e d  t h at  s o ci al
i n e q u alit y  is  killi n g  p e o-
pl e.

T h e I nstit ut e of P u bli c
H e alt h  w as  s et  u p  aft er
t h e B elf ast A gr e e m e nt t o
c o- or di n at e  r e s e ar c h  o n
b ot h p arts of t h e isl a n d.

Its l at est r e p ort s h o ws
t h at t h e p o or est gr o u ps i n
Ir el a n d ar e:

➉ 1 1 0  p er c e nt  m or e
li k el y t o di e of c a n c er.

➉ 1 2 0  p er c e nt  li k el y
t o s uff er str o k es a n d h e art
att a c ks

➉ 2 0 0  p er c e nt  m or e
li k el y t o g et l u n g dis e as e
or ot h er r es pir at or y c o m-
pl ai nts.

S T E P H E N Fl et h c h er a
5 4  y e a r  ol d  w o r k e r
f r o m  T all a g ht  i n
D u bli n  w a s  r e c e ntl y
a w a r d e d  £ 4 8, 7 6 0  i n
d a m a g e s  f o r  b ei n g
f or c e d  t o  w or k  wit h
a s b e st o s i n t h e b a s e-
m e nt  of  L ei n st e r
H o u s e.

As b est os d ust h as l o n g
b e e n ass o ci at e d wit h l u n g
c a n c er. 

B ut  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e
C o m mi s si o n er s  of  P u bli c
W or k s  k n e w  a b o ut  t h e s e
d a n g er s, t h e y  di d  n ot hi n g

a b o ut t h e m.

St e p h e n  Fl et h c h er  h a d
b e e n  w or ki n g  fr o m  1 9 8 5  t o
1 9 8 8, r e m o vi n g  d a n g er o us
as b est os  i n  t h e  p arli a m e nt
b uil di n gs.

A t e n d er f or t h e c o ntr a ct
sti p ul at e d  t h at  w or k er s
s h o ul d  w e ar  pr ot e cti v e
cl ot hi n g  a n d  m a s k s.  B ut
St e p h e n  Fl et h c h er  w as  n ot
gi v e n a n y.

H e  w as  n ot  t ol d  a b o ut
t h e  d a n g ers  of  as b est os  a n d
o nl y f o u n d o ut a b o ut it l at er
fr o m  t h e  n e ws p a p ers  art cil-
c es.

E S T H E R  O SI N U G A
i s  a  5 3- y r  ol d
Ni g e ri a n  w o m a n
li vi n g  i n  T all a g ht
wit h  h e r  1 6- y e a r
ol d  d a u g ht e r
T a mi e.I n  M a y  t h e y
r e c ei v e d a d e p ort a-
ti o n or d er fr o m t h e
D e p a rt m e nt  of
J u sti c e.If  t h e y  ar e
r et ur n e d  t o  Ni g eri a
t h eir li v e s will b e i n
s eri o u s d a n g er.

I n  Ni g eri a,  E st h er’s
lif e  h as  b e e n  t hr e at e n e d
a n d s e v er al f a mil y m e m-
b ers h a v e b e e n kill e d. 

If  Est h er  a n d  Ta mi e
g o  b a c k,  Est h er  b eli e v es
s h e will b e kill e d. 

S h e  h as  n o  h o m e, n o
f a mil y  a n d  n o  m e a ns  of
s u p p ort. 

A m n e st y  I nt er n ati o n al
h as st at e d t h at w o m e n w h o
r e p ort  r a p e  i n  Ni g eri a  m a y
b e f a c e d wit h c or p or al p u n-
is h m e nt. 

T h e  Ni g eri a n  g o v er n-
m e nt  h as  als o  d e pl o y e d  a
p ar a  milit ar y  p oli c e  f or c e,
w hi c h  h as  s h ot  at  vill a g ers
w h o  pr ot e st e d  a b o ut  t h e
a cti viti es  of  m ulti- n ati o n al
oil c o m p a ni es.

Ta mi e  s uff er s  fr o m  a
d e g e n er ati v e  b o n e  di s e a s e
a n d  n e e d s  a  hi p-r e pl a c e-
m e nt.  T h e  d o ct or s  i n
Tall a g ht  H o s pit al  b eli e v e

t h e y  c a n  gr e atl y  i m pr o v e
Ta mi e’s  lif e  wit h  s ur g er y,
b ut  n e e d  ti m e  f or  s e v er al
pr o c e d ur es  b ef or e  t h e  fi n al
o p er ati o n.

E st h er  w or k s  wit h  a
cit y- c e ntr e  st or e  w h er e  s h e
is  a  m e m b er  of  t h e  M A N-
D A T E u ni o n. 

E st h er  h a s  v ol u nt e er e d
wit h  t h e  l o c al  Vi n c e nt  d e
P a ul a n d b e e n i n v ol v e d i n a
l o c al  p ar e nt s  gr o u p  i n
Tall a g ht. 

F or c e d

I n  Ni g eri a, s h e  w or k e d
as a M at hs t e a c h er a n d t h e n
w or k e d  i n  t h e  e d u c ati o n
s e cti o n of t h e West Afri c a n
G o v er n m e nt. 

S h e  w as  f or c e d  t o  l e a v e
t hi s  p o siti o n  d u e  t o  t h e
i nt er v e nti o n of h er h us b a n d.

B ot h  Est h er  a n d  Ta mi e
ar e  v al u a bl e  m e m b er s  of
t h eir  c o m m u nit y  i n
Tall a g ht. 

M ar y H ar n e y h as r e p e at-
e dl y  s ai d  t h at  w e  n e e d  a n
e xtr a 2 0 0, 0 0 0 w or k ers o v er
t h e n e xt 5 y e ars. 

E st h er,  w h o  li v e s  i n
M ar y  H ar n e y’s  c o nstit u e n-
c y, e nj o y s  h er  w or k  a n d
w a nts t o c o nti n u e li vi n g a n d
w or ki n g i n Ir el a n d.

T h e  Tall a g ht  St o p
D e p ort ati o n s  C a m p ai g n
h a v e t a k e n u p Est h er’s c as e.
If y o p u w a nt t o g et i n v ol v e d
i n  b uil di n g  s u p p ort, ri n g:
0 1- 8 7 2- 2 6 8 2

Bi s h o p i n
t h e D o c k
A  B E L GI A N  Bi s h-
o p,  Pi err e  P a c a n,
h a s  a p p e ar e d  i n
t h e d o c k f or c o v er-
i n g  u p  t h e  a cti vi-
ti e s  of  p a e d o p hil e
pri e st s

O n e of t h os e pri ests, a
F at h er  R e n e  Biss e y  h a d
b e e n  s e x u all y  a b u si n g
b o ys fr o m 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 9 6.

Bi s s e y  a d mitt e d  hi s
a cti viti e s  i n  c o nf e s si o n
b ut  si m pl y  c arri e d  o n,
b eli e vi n g t h at h e w as p ar-
d o n e d.

“I t ol d t h e m w h at w as
h a p p e ni n g i n d et ail. T h e y
al w a ys a bs ol v e d m e, t ol d
m e  t hi n g s  w o ul d  w or k
o ut.  D uri n g  L e nt, I  di d
n ot  c o m mit  t h es e  a cts,”
Biss e y s ai d.

Li k e  i n  Iri s h  c a s e s,
Biss e y w as m o v e d s e v er-
al  ti m es  b ut  w as  n e v er
r e p ort e d  t o  t h e  ci vil
a ut h oriti es.

B ut t h er e ar e as y et n o
r e p orts t h at a n Iris h bis h o p
will b e p ut o n tri al f or si m-
il ar c o v er- u ps.

I N  A l a n d m a r k
c a s e, t h e  F a mil y
Pl a n ni n g  A s s o c-
i ati o n  h a s  w o n  t h e
ri g ht  t o  t h e  fi r st
j u di ci al  r e vi e w  of
t h e  m e di c al  p r a c-
ti c e s  r el ati n g  t o
a b o rti o n s  i n
N ort h er n Ir el a n d.

C o nf u si o n

T h e  l e g al  c h all e n g e
c o m es aft er m u c h c o nf usi o n
o v er  t h e  i nt er pr et ati o n  of  a
l a w dr aft e d i n 1 8 6 2. 

As  m a n y  as  t w o-t hir ds
of  G y n a e c ol o gi st s  ar e
u n c ert ai n  o v er  t h e  m e a ni n g
a n d pr a cti c e of t h e l a w.

Alt h o u g h  j u st  o v er  7 0
a b orti o ns  w er e  c arri e d  o ut
i n N ort h er n Ir el a n d i n 1 9 9 9,
at  l e ast  1 5 0 0  w o m e n  tr a v-
ell e d  t o  E n gl a n d, a n d  p ai d
b et w e e n £ 4 5 0 a n d £ 9 0 0 f or
tr a v el  a n d  m e di c al  e x p e ns-
es.

J u di ci al R e vi e w
of a b orti o n l a w

S p e ci al Br a n c h
i n c o ntr ol

A  l e a k e d  r e p o rt
fr o m  Briti s h  M 1 5
h a s  cl ai m e d  t h at
t h e R U C’ s S p e ci al
Br a n c h w a s gi v e n
c o nt r ol  of  p oli c-
i n g  t o  r e cr uit  a n d
pr ot e ct  it s  i nf or-
m a nt s  f r o m  t h e
p ar a milit ari e s.

T h e  l e a k  f oll o w s
r e p orts  t h at  cri m e  c o ul d
r o uti n el y  c o m e  s e c o n d
pl a c e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  of
Brit ai n’s  i nt elli g e n c e
o p er ati o ns.

T h e  l e a k e d  d o c u m e nt
st at e d t h at 

“ All  pr o p o s al s  t o
eff e ct  pl a n n e d  arr e st s
m u st  b e  cl e ar e d  wit h
r e gi o n al  S p e ci al  Br a n c h
t o  e ns ur e  t h at  n o  a g e nts
of  eit h er  t h e  R U C  or
ar m y ar e i n v ol v e d.”

S O M E 6 0 0 p e o pl e m ar c hi n g a g ai n st d e p ort ati o n s i n D u bli n

B E V E R L E Y
C o o p e r - F l y n n
s a y s  s h e  i nt e n d s
t o  p a y  h e r  l e g al
c o st s  f r o m  h e r
f ail e d  li b el  a cti o n
f r o m  h e r  T D’ s
s al ar y.

T his m e a ns t h at e v e n
if  s h e  h a n ds  o v er  e v er y
p e n n y  of  h er  £ 4 5, 4 7 3
s al ar y  t o  t h e  l a w y er s
w h o  r e pr e s e nt e d  h er
a n d  R T É, h er  M a y o

c o nstit u e nts will h a v e t o
r et ur n h er at e v er y el e c-
ti o n  f or  t h e  n e xt  4 0
y e ar s  b ef or e  h er  £ 2 m
li a bilit y is dis c h ar g e d. 

T h e  o n e-ti m e  hi g h-fl y-
i n g  i n v e st m e nt  a d vi s or
wit h  N ati o n al  Iris h  B a n k
w as f o u n d b y t h e c o urts t o
h a v e a d vis e d c ust o m ers t o
e v a d e  t a x  i n  off s h or e
a c c o u nts. 

S h e  c o ul d  of  c o ur s e
d e cl ar e  h er s elf  b a n kr u pt
b ut t h e n s h e w o ul d l os e h er
c us h y j o b i n t h e D ail.

B E E F  B A R O N  L arr y
G o o d m a n  all e g e dl y
off er e d a f or m er p art-
n er £ 4. 4 milli o n n ot t o
gi v e e vi d e n c e a g ai n st
hi m  i n  a  c o m pl e x
D u bli n  tri al  i n  w hi c h
h e  i s  b ei n g  s u e d  b y
hi s  o n e-ti m e  b u si-
n e s s  c o m p etit o r
P a s c al P h el a n f or £ 1 5
milli o n.

At t o p s e cr et m e et-

i n g s  i n  G e n e v a,
S wit z e rl a n d,  o n  t h e
2 7t h a n d 2 8t h of A pril
t hi s  y e a r  G o o d m a n,
a c c o m p a ni e d  b y  hi s
“f ri e n d  a n d  a s s o ci-
at e ”,  b u si n e s s m a n
N o el  S m yt h,  h a d  a
s eri e s of di s c u s si o n s
wit h  Z a k ari a  El T a h er
a n d  hi s  s o n  N a s s ar,
t o tr y t o r e a c h “ s ettl e-
m e nt ” t e r m s  b ef o r e
t h e a cti o n b e g a n.

Off er e d

“ T hi s  si m pl e  f a ct
i s  t h at  Mr  G o o d m a n
off e r e d  £ 4. 4  milli o n
a n d  s o u g ht  t h at  I
s h o ul d  n ot  gi v e  e vi-
d e n c e  i n  t h e  I ri s h
c o u rt  a g ai n st  hi m, ”
s a y s T a h er  i n  a n  affi-
d a vit  l o d g e d  i n  a
D u bli n c o urt.

4 0 m or e y e ar sPri c e o f sil e n c e

M a n y  p e o pl e
h a v e  s wit c h e d  t o
l o w  f at  m a r-
g ari n e s  t o  a v oi d
h e art di s e a s e.

B ut  a  n e w  r e p o rt
f r o m  t h e  B riti s h
C o n s u m e r s  A s s o c-
i ati o n s h o ws t h at it is

a n ot h e r  c o r p o r at e
s c a m.

T h e y  i n v e sti g at e d
1 0 0  s p r e a ds  a n d  f o u n d
t h at m a n y of t h e m c o n-
t ai n e d hi g h l e v els of s at-
u r at e d  f ats  a n d  “t r a ns
f ats ”  w hi c h  h a v e  b e e n
li n k e d  t o  a n  i n c r e as e d
ris k of h e a rt dis e as e.

L o w f at c or p or at e s c a m

★
T H E  S E A T T L E
ri c h  ar e  i n c e ns e d
a b o ut  a  d e cisi o n

t o  r e stri ct  t h eir  gr a n di o s e
h o m e  b uil di n g  pl a n s.  T h e
m a y or  of  M e di n a, a  s u b ur b
of  S e attl e, h as  li mit e d  n e w
b uil di n gs  t o  “ o nl y ” 1 3, 5 0 0
s q u ar e f e et. 

T his  h as  fr ustr at e d  o n e
b oss’s wis h t o b uil d a r e pli c a
of t h e Taj M a h al. Bill G at es
will n ot b e all o w e d t o e xt e n d
t h e  m a n- m a d e  s al m o n

str e a m  at  his  £ 8 0  milli o n
h o m e.  T h e    o b s c e n el y
w e alt h y  ar e  dr ai ni n g  t h e
ar e a’s  w at er  r e s o ur c e s.
G at es  us es  4. 7  milli o n  g al-
l o ns of w at er a y e ar. 

O n e  h o m e  h a s  a  tr a m
s yst e m t o t a k es p e o pl e fr o m
t h e m ai n h o us e t o t h e o n e o n
t h e  s h or e.  J o n  S hirl e y, f or-
m er Mi cr os oft pr esi d e nt, h as
a  h o us e  wit h  t hr e e  art  g al-
l eri e s  a n d  m or e  l a v at ori e s
t h a n t h e a v er a g e air p ort.

1 5 3 - 2 . q x d   1 8 / 0 6 / 0 1  1 6 : 2 7   P a g e  1
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w h a t w e t hi n k

If t h ey d o n’t w a nt 
d e m o cr a c y -- l et’s
gi v e t h e m dir e ct a cti o n

NI C E V O T E VI C T O R Y:

B a r el y  h a d  t h e  b all o t s
t h e  Ni c e  R ef e r e n d u m
b e e n c o u n t e d t h a n t h e
I ri s h p oli ti c al e s t a bli s h-
m e n t w e r e d e m a n di n g
a n e w r ef e r e n d u m.

T h e citi z e ns, li k e c hil d r e n,
h a d  e m b a r r a s s e d  t h e m  i n
f r o nt  of  t h e  Bi g  B o ys  a n d
Gi rls i n E u r o p e.

T h e  E U  elit e  a d d e d  t o  t h e
m ess a g e:  T h e r e w as n o p ossi bil-
it y t h at t h e Ni c e Tr e at y c o ul d b e
c h a n g e d  o r  s c r a p p e d. It  w as
c o m pl et el y  u n r e alisti c.  T h e  I ris h
p e o pl e  w o ul d  si m pl y  h a v e  t o
v ot e  a g ai n — u ntil  t h e y  g ot  t h e
ri g ht a ns w e r!

T his  o p e n  c o nt e m pt  s h o ws
j ust h o w littl e d e m o c r a c y t h e r e
is u n d e r c a pit alis m.

We  g et  a  v ot e  e v e r y  f e w
y e a rs  —  b ut  o nl y  t o  c h o os e
w hi c h  t e a m  t h e  b oss es  p ut  u p
f o r a g o v e r n m e nt.

O n c e  el e ct e d  a  g o v e r n m e nt
c a n  t e a r  u p  t h ei r  el e cti o n
p r o mis es  —  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o
ri g ht t o r e- c all t h e m.

C o n v e nti o n al  p oliti ci a ns  a r e
f r o nt  m e n  f o r  bi g  b u si n e s s.
C r o o ks li k e L o w r y a n d H a u g h e y
o p e nl y t a k e b ri b es t o d o s p e ci al
f a v o u rs f o r p a rti c ul a r c o m p a ni es
s u c h as D e nis O’ B ri e n’s e m pi r e.

B ut all t h e m ai n p oliti c al p a r-
ti es  g et  “ d o n ati o ns ”  a n d  a g r e e
t o f oll o w a n a g e n d a l ai d d o w n i n
b usi n ess ci r cl es.

N o  w o n d e r  m a s s  di r e ct
a cti o n is g r o wi n g i n p o p ul a rit y.

S C R A P T HI S
T R E A T Y N O W
“ T h e  g o v er n m e nt  will
n e e d a pr et e xt t o h ol d
a  s e c o n d  r ef e r e n-
d u m. ” T hi s i s w h at t h e
l e a r n e d  P r of e s s o r
Bri gi d L aff a n s ai d.

T h e p r et e xt will p r o b a bl y b e
a w o oll y p r ot o c ol t h at m e nti o ns
I ris h n e ut r alit y. B ut t his littl e g es-
t u r e will n ot b e g o o d e n o u g h.

T h e  I ris h  r ef e r e n d u m  w as
t h e  o nl y  m a s s  pl e bi s cit e  o n
Ni c e. It  w as  a  v ot e  n ot  j ust
a b o ut  I r el a n d — b ut  a b o ut  t h e
f ut u r e of t h e E U its elf.

E v e n  if  I ri s h  n e ut r alit y  i s
m e nti o n e d i n a n e xt r a p r ot o c ol,
it will n ot c h a n g e t h e f a ct t h at a
R a pi d  R e a cti o n  F o r c e  h as  b e e n
s et u p.

T h e  g o v e r n m e nt  c a n  b e
d ef e at e d if t h e y t r y a s e c o n d r ef-
e r e n d u m.

A  p oll  of  vi e w e rs  o n Q u es-
ti o ns  a n d  A ns w ers s h o w e d  t h at
7 2 p e r c e nt w o ul d v ot e N o if t h e
Ni c e Tr e at y w as p ut t o a  r ef e r-
e n d u m a g ai n.

T h at m ess a g e s h o ul d g o o ut
cl e a rl y: Scr a p t h e Nic e Tr e aty n o w!

★ O u r  r ul e r s  a r e  b u s y
s pi n ni n g  li es  t o  e x pl ai n

a w a y  t h e  N o  v ot e  o n  t h e
Ni c e Tr e at y.

Li e N O 1:
T h e  p e o pl e  w e r e  c o n-

f u s e d a n d v o t e d N o.
T his  is  t h e  li n e  of  Fi a n n a

F ail T D,  N o el A h e r n — b r ot h-
e r  of  t h e  Ta oi s e a c h. “ T h e
a d v e rtis e m e nts  of  t h e  R ef e r-
e n d u m c o m missi o n j ust c o n-
f us e d t h e p e o pl e,” h e s ai d.

B ut  o pi ni o n  p olls  s h o w
t h at  t h e  Yes  v ot e  w as  i n  a
m aj o rit y  w h e n  k n o wl e d g e  of
t h e Ni c e Tr e at y w as l o w.  O n e
e a rl y p oll s h o ws t h at o nl y 1 0
p e r c e nt  of  t h e  p o p ul ati o n
u n d e rst o o d t h e t r e at y w ell —
b ut at t h at p oi nt o v e r 6 0 p e r-
c e nt w e r e g oi n g t o v ot e Yes.

A s  k n o wl e d g e  o n  t h e
Tr e at y  g r e w, t h e  N O  v ot e
g r e w.

Li e N O 2:
Ri g h t  wi n g  a n ti- a b o r-

ti o ni s t s  g o t  o u t  t h e  N O
v o t e

T h e  N O  c a m p ai g n  w as
l e d  b y  t h e  G r e e ns, Si n n  F ei n
a n d  s o ci alists.  T h e  a nti- a b o r-
ti o nists  w h o  h av e  a  l ot  of
m o n e y p r o d u c e d t h e bi g r e d
a n d bl a c k p ost e rs.

B ut  t h ei r  lit e r at u r e  di d
n ot  m e nti o n  a b o rti o n.  A n d
t h e y  w e r e  b a r el y  visi bl e  o n
t h e  g r o u n d  w h e n  it  c a m e  t o
c a m p ai g ni n g.

Wa r ni n gs  b y  bi g ots  li k e
R o r y  O’ H a nl o n  t h at  Ni c e
w o ul d  m e a n  m o r e  i m mi g r a-
ti o n w e r e b a r el y h e a r d d u ri n g
t h e c a m p ai g n. T h e m ai n a r g u-
m e nts  w e r e  a b o ut  milit a ris a-
ti o n, l a c k  of  d e m o c r a c y  a n d
p o w e r f o r bi g b usi n ess.

Li e N O 2:
W e s e c r e tl y w el c o m e d

t h e N O V o t e.
Fi a n n a F ail J u ni o r Mi nist e r

E a m o n n  O  C ui v  s p o k e  at
p u bli c  m e eti n gs  t o  c all  f o r  a
Yes v ot e. B ut t h e d ay aft e r t h e
b all ot, h e  cl ai ms  h e  a ct u all y
v ot e d  N o. Fi n a n c e  Mi nist e r
M c C r e e v y e v e n c all e d t h e N o
v ot e  “ a  h e alt h y  d e v el o p-
m e nt ”.

B ut  t his  o nl y  s h o ws  t h e
d e pt h  of  t h ei r  c y ni cis m.  O
C ui v a n d M c C r e e v y a r e t w o-
f a c e d li a rs w h o w o ul d d o a n y-
t hi n g  t o  g et  v ot es  i n  el e c-
ti o ns.

H e w a nts t o us e t h e N O
v ot e as a b a r g ai ni n g c hi p wit h
t h e  ot h e r  E U  g o v e r n m e nts.
H e  h as  n o  p r o bl e ms  s e n di n g
I ris h  s ol di e rs  t o  fi g ht  i n  t h e
R a pi d R e a cti o n F o r c e.

Pr ot e st s f oll o w T o xi c T e x a n

( P L E A S E U S E B L O C K C A PI T A L S)

N a m e .............................................

A d dr e s s ........................................

...........................................................

T el ................................................... 

U ni o n .............................................

E- m ail ..............................................

S u b s cri b e t o S o ci ali st W or k er :
1 2 i s s u e s £ 6 — 2 4 i s s u e s £ 1 2 (Ir el a n d o nl y).
F or m ul ti pl e c o pi e s m ul ti pl y r a t e ( p o s t a g e i s fr e e)

I w a n t  _ _ _ _ _  c o pi e s o f S o ci al st
W or k er t o s ell e a c h f or t n o g h t
M a k e c h e q u e s / P O’ s p a y a bl e t o S o ci ali st W or k er . R e t ur n t o
S W P,  P O  B o x 1 6 4 8,  D u bli n 8. T el: ( 0 1) 8 7 2 2 6 8 2.

J oi n t h e a nti c a pit ali st s...

J OI N T H E S o ci ali st W or k er s P art yS T O P

S W E A T S H O P S
P r o t e s t a t G A P s t o r e,
Ri v e ri sl a n d,  G r af t o n S t.

S a t u r d a y J u n e 3 0 t h, 2 p m

G A P w o r k e r H o n d u r a s $ 4 a d a y
G A P b o s s $ 1 2 3, 0 0 0 a d a y  

C all e d b y Gl o b ali s e R e si st a n c e 

A C T U P!
Fi g h t 
b a c k!

W H E R E V E R G e or g e
B u s h w e nt i n E ur o p e
h e w a s m et b y
pr ot e st s. T h o u s a n d s  of
p e o pl e m ar c h e d
t h o u g h t h e S p a ni s h
c a pit al,  M a dri d, t o
pr ot e st a g ai n st U S
pr e si d e nt G e or g e W
B u s h. “ B u s h  g o h o m e! ”
c h a nt e d pr ot e st er s,
a n d, “ N o t o n e o-li b er al
gl o b ali s ati o n. N o  t o t h e
d e str u cti o n of t h e
cli m at e ”. T h o u s a n d s
a g ai n t o o k t o t h e
str e et s of G ot h e b ur g t o
gr e et hi m (l eft). T h er e
w er e pr ot e st s i n
P ol a n d, a n d a n u m b er
of p e o pl e w er e arr e st e d
at a nti B u s h pr ot e st s i n
Sl o v e ni a w h e n h e
arri v e d t o m e et
R u s si a n l e a d er P uti n.

■■ I w a n t t o 
j oi n  t h e S W P

■■ I w a n t m or e 
i n f or m a ti o n

■■ I w a n t t o g e t   
S o ci ali st 
W or k er
f or t ni g h tl y

1 5 3 - 3 . q x d   1 8 / 0 6 / 0 1  1 6 : 4 6   P a g e  1

gl o b ali s e _r e si st a n c e @ y a h o o. c o m - 0 8 7 
htt p:// gl o b ali s er e si st a n c e. cj b. n et 

M c C r e e v y is o nl y i nt e r est-
e d i n k e e pi n g t h e s c a n d al o us-
l y  l o w  1 2. 5  p e r c e nt  t a x  r at e
o n p r ofits w hi c h is t h e l o w est
i n E u r o p e.
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The battle of
Gothenburg

I N D O N E S I A N
POLICE brutally
smashed up a con-
ference on globali-
sation earlier this
month.

The conference in
Jakarta was aimed at
building resistance to
neo-liberalism.

Over 80 million people
in Indonesia still live on
less than $1 a day, three
years after the economic
collapse and revolt which
toppled the dictator
Suharto.

Police with rifles
smashed their way into
the conference and
arrested dozens of dele-
gates at gunpoint. Among
those arrested was Paul
Kellogg, editor of Socialist
Worker’s Canadian sister
paper.

He sent this message
from Jakarta: ”Ninety con-
ference participants,
including more than 30
foreign nationals (one of
who was a four year old
girl), were surrounded for
two hours by an unknown
number of police.

“The foreign nationals,
myself included, were
ushered at gunpoint into
waiting police vehicles.

“We foreign nationals

have many connections,
embassies, access to the
media, solidarity organi-
sations abroad.

“Our Indonesian hosts
have none of that. They
are carrying on the fight
against globalisation in
extremely difficult circum-
stances.

“I talked to Dita Sari, a
well known trade union
militant in Indonesia who
was at the conference,
about the attack, 

“She told me, ‘Two
hours after you left 30 to
50 men who called them-
selves the Alliance of the
Islamic Youth attacked us.

“‘They had knives and
swords, and they came
into our conference room
just like the police had
done, but this time they hit
us with knives and with
sticks.

“‘Some people were
bleeding and some were
hurt. One had an artery in
the neck nearly severed.

“‘Fundamentally noth-
ing has changed since
Suharto went down. The
method may be different,
but the essence, this vio-
lent repression, is still
there. Even though it is
carried out in a different
way the repression
against those who are

considered a political
enemy is continuing.

This is part of the polit-
ical challenge that we
face.”

If the current rulers
and the various right wing
militias have their way this
country could descend
into a hell far worse than
we saw in the 1990s in
the former Yugoslavia.

But the courageous

activists who are chal-
lenging the market, the
political repression, the
right wing and the police
with whom they work
hand in glove, opens up
another possibility-an
Indonesia where solidari-
ty cuts across the current
divisions and unites the
poor and oppressed
against those living off
their misery.”

Indonesia

Demonstrators tried
repeatedly to get close to the
conference hall where the 15
EU leaders were meeting. 

Charlie McCreevey
missed his appointment
where he was going to apol-
ogise to the rest of the EU
Fat Cats for Ireland’s vote
against the Nice Treaty. He
was barricaded into his hotel
room.

He later moved behind
the barbed wire of the
Conference centre, along
with a number of EU delega-
tions.

In one instance more
than 100 people were arrest-
ed on a bridge near the con-
ference centre and deported
after being hemmed in by
riot cops.  

In other parts of the city
public transport workers
helped people escape the
police by blocking them
with their buses. Demon-
strators forced the riot cops
on horseback to retreat.

According to an
Indymedia activist, “The
police began picking up
rocks and actually throwing

them back at the demonstra-
tors. We at indymedia are
seeing the police as very
offensive. They are attack-
ing activists with horses and
dogs. 

“They are blocking off
the streets with freight con-
tainers. Yesterday a col-
league was hit in the head
with a whip by a riding
police while taking pictures
and screaming press.”

According to one protes-
tor, Tomas Engstr, “I was in
an demonstration where
police boxed in several
activists all day. 

“We were assaulted with
dogs and a photographer
was severely bitten in his
inner thigh, he got a wound
as big as your hand!”

Violence

An activist from Ya
Basta reports, “The police
attacked us with open vio-
lence. They rode horses at
full speed into our crowd
and beat people up with
batons. 

“They even used dogs,
and one person was bitten on
his face. We cannot judge
people who threw stones at
the police, because they were
defending their own lives.”

After standing up to the
police, over 25,000 people
marched through driving
rain to take part in
Saturday’s march.
Protesters carried anti-EU
and anti-globalisation ban-
ners and chanting slogans
such as “Tax the rich not the
poor”. 

Slogans such as “Smash
Global Capitalism”. “Smash
Fortress Europe”, “Stop the
World Trade Organisation”
rang out across the streets. 

Environmentalists, gay
rights activists marched
together with trade unionists
and socialists.  

Chanting demonstrators
advanced to the sound of a
brass band playing “The
Internationale”.

“The EU is a bogus con-
struct designed by a few
greedy people who want to
get rich on the backs of the
rest of us,” said Kathleen
from Dublin.

“I believe the decisions
being made at the meeting in
this city are against the inter-
ests of myself and my fami-
ly.” said Olaf Bengsson, a
doctor from the Swedish
city of Malmoe.

Banners on the demon-
strations read “Smash
Capitalism,” “Nature Not
Profit, End Neo-liberalism,”
“Our World Is Not For Sale,”
“Shut Down Fortress
Europe” and “US-EU Peace
Policy Equals Support For
Israeli Aggression.”

A SWEDISH anti-
capitalist protestor
is in a critical con-
dition, after emer-
gency surgery for
chest and stomach
wounds after been
shot in the stomach
by police.

The incident occurred
after a Reclaim the City
street party around eight
o’clock in the evening
when most of the day’s
protests were over.

The mood was festive
as people listened to
music and danced.

Legal

But it is not legal to
dance in the streets and
the police chose to go in
with riot gear and dogs.

A group of police start-
ed throwing stones at the
crowd the crowd respond-

ed and threw stones back
and started chasing the
riot police.

The police ran away
but a number found them-
selves cornered and
started shooting.
According to several
reports there were about
15 shots fired.

Three demonstrators
were shot. So much for
the progressive European
Union being a force for
peace.

THE MEDIA attempt-
ed to say the violence
was all the result of a
small number of
anarchists.

The BBC spoke of
“anarchists are mingling
with the good-natured
campaigners, threaten-
ing violence.”

The provocation for
one police attack accord-
ing to the Financial
Times was; “Two naked
women cavorted at the
front of the line of pro-
testers to provoke police
while hundreds of others
formed a conga line,
dancing to drums”

“Thugs” was the
description approved of
by the Guardian and the
Irish Times.

But there was no
mention of the thugs in
uniform who fired live
ammunition at protestors.

Corporate
media lies

This is what EU
democracy looks like

The progressive
face of the EU

LIVE BULLETS were fired at anti-capital-
ists and three protestors ended up
wounded as thousands demonstrated
against the EU in Gothenburg.

Nearly 600 people were arrested and hundreds injured as
the police repeatedly attacked protestors. 

The three days of protests had begun in a carnival mood
with protestors following a huge model of George Bush who
was meeting the EU leaders.

Over the next two days police herded and attacked the
protests. Some 61 people were expelled from the country and
hundreds mostly from Denmark weren’t allowed into
Sweden at all.

Police attack anti-capitalists

Massive protests
swept Colombia
against savage cuts
demanded by the IMF.
Tens of thousands of
workers and students
marched through the
streets of most major
towns against a cuts
package agreed
between the IMF and
the government.
In the capital,

Bogota, protesters
attacked some plush
business headquarters
as military helicopters
buzzed over the city.
The government is
imposing a $4 billion
austerity package
which will slash jobs
and  public services.
The austerity mea-

sures come at the
same time as the US-
backed Plan Colombia
moves into operation
in the country. Plan
Colombia is about
helping the
Colombian regime
smash left wing guer-
rilla movements that
have won effective
control of significant
parts of the country.
Despite the repres-

sion workers continue
to fight back. The lat-
est austerity measures
have already sparked
major strikes, with
some 300,000 teach-
ers and 125,000 health
workers on strike or
on work to rule over
the last month.

Colombia

Over 600 were arrested and many more injured

153-4.qxd  18/06/01 17:27  Page 1



SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 5

Eamonn 

McCann

“GEORGE W.B USH, when he came in,
in his public utterances, was very pos-
itive and constructive.He didn’t put a
foot wrong in terms of what was
required”.

So Gerry Adams told the Irish News on
June 16th. At the time, European political lead-
ers gathered in Gotenburg were still fuming at
the arrogant insularity of the US president who
had refused to budge on the Kyoto Treaty or to
hold off on implementation of his crack-pot
plan for a zillion-dollar “missile defence shield”.

The visit of Bush to Gotenburg had also been a
factor in fuelling the rage of anti-capitalist demon-
strators who’d beseiged the EU bosses in the con-
ference centre.

Heaped

Adams was likely the only party leader on the
entire continent who, on that particular weekend,
would have heaped high praise on Bush for not
putting a foot wrong.

Then again, Sinn Fein activists might argue, it
wasn’t global warming or the new arms race which
Adams had had in mind; the SF leader had been
referring specifically and solely to what he saw as
the Bush administration’s sure-footed approach to
the North.

A couple of things can be deduced immediately
from this. That Sinn Fein sees no connection
between the interests of the people it represents in
the North and the interests of people fighting
against capitalism world-wide; the old notion of “one
world, one struggle” is dead as far as Sinn Fein is
concerned.

The second, related deduction we can make is
that Sinn Fein isn’t seeking anything in the North
which George W. Bush would disapprove of.

This is a remarkable position for a party which
still sometimes defines itself as “socialist” to find
itself in. But it makes sense against the background
of Sinn Fein’s successful election campaign.

The party didn’t fight the election on the basis of
“Brits Out”. The border wasn’t mentioned in the
manifesto. The key slogans had to do with “equality”
and “cultural rights”.

The party presented itself as a more vigorous
and dependable advocate than the SDLP of the
interests of the Catholic community vis-a-vis those
of the Protestant community. And in a contest char-
acterised by the competitive mobilisation of “the two
communities”, that proved a winner.

This winning formula excluded any consideration
of class. To have focused during the campaign on
the privatisation of health care, for example, or on
the under-funding of services for disabled children,
or on the complicity of Stormont agencies in bring-
ing US arms manufacturers into the North, or on
Any of another dozen issues of vital concern to any
serious socialist or anti-imperialist, to have focused
on issues of that kind would have risked alienating
voters who were hostile to such concerns but sound
on the question of pushing the Catholic community
forward within the North.

Exultant

The future which this strategy holds out for the
North, and for the Catholic community within it, was
clearly indicated in an exultant article in the Ander-
sonstown News the weekend of the elections
results.

West Belfast is a “world-class community”,
declared Mairtin O Muilleoir, and “world-class com-
panies locate in world-class communities”.

As for the defeated SDLP candidates—“Perhaps
we should send them on a junket to visit the great
Comeback Cities of the world: Boston, Chicago,
Pittsburgh, Barcelona and even Dublin so that they
can see for themselves how regeneration is based
on putting people first”.

Anyone, particularly in Dublin, who still isn’t
clear about the direction in which Sinn Fein is
headed, might usefully memorise that sentence.

If George W. Bush were asked to comment, he
might well say that O Muilleoir, and Sinn Fein, had-
n’t put a foot wrong in terms of what US interests
require.

Looking

both ways

Democratic Unionist Party gain in elections

THE LARGE vote
for Paisley’s DUP in
recent elections has
been greeted with
concern.

A postal worker from
Mallusk sorting office told
Socialist Worker, “It’s an
increased vote for sectari-
anism. Look at Nigel
Dodds, the new DUP MP
for North Belfast — in his
speech on the night of the
election he announced
‘we will march in Portad-
own”’.

Holding

The media claimed that
the drop in support for the
Ulster Unionists was a crisis
for ‘moderate unionism’. But
the UUP have used issues
like IRA decommissioning
as a means of holding on to
their communal support. 

As an east Belfast resi-
dent explained “Trimble
wound people up over
decommissioning and the
police. But if you are con-
cerned about these issues you
will vote DUP as the more
hard-line party.”

The DUP also positioned
themselves to take this vote
by dropping their slogan
about smashing the agree-
ment. 

Instead they now want to
re-open negotiations about
the agreement—even though
none of the nationalist parties
are interested.

Deserved

The UUP have the
deserved reputation of being
the ‘fur coat brigade’, repre-
senting rich Protestants. The
DUP have managed to pre-
sent themselves as more in
touch with poorer Protestants
even though DUP leaders
like Ian Paisley and Peter
Robinson are notorious for

living in leafy suburbs and
having massive share portfo-
lios.

The DUP’s main message
is plain sectarianism. 

This is why the DUP has
always had a murky relation-
ship with loyalist paramili-
taries throughout the Trou-
bles. 

As recently as 1998, the
Reverend Willie McCrea
appeared at a rally to defend
notorious loyalist killer Billy
Wright in Portadown.

Sectarians
in suits

Although, as the
teacher from East
Belfast puts it, “they
don’t condemn sectari-
an attacks, and it
would suit them quite
nicely to go back to
war,” the vote for the
DUP was not a vote for
a return to military con-
flict.

In fact one poll
showed 45% of DUP
voters were for the
continuation of the
Assembly, while 40%
were against.

The DUP are still short
of their electoral support
of 1985 and miles away
from their ability to
mobilise tens of thou-
sands onto the streets
against the Anglo-Irish
agreement.

The desire, especially
among workers, for
peace to continue, cre-

ates a window of opportu-
nity to expose the reac-
tionary core of the DUP.

As the Mallusk postal
worker put it.

“I know some great
trade unionists who are
DUP supporters.

Unite

“But they don’t yet see
how DUP policies are in
contradiction to organisa-
tion in the workplace.

“My main argument
with them is that we have
to unite in the face of the
threat of privatisation.

“This time of year
Catholic and Protestant
workers in here hardly
talk to each other.

“The DUP’s support
for sectarian marches
encourages that split.

“The need to defend
ourselves against privati-
sation can help give
these workers a wider
view.

“It’s like challenging
racism or sexism in any
workplace.”

THE POWER-SHARING
between nationalist and
unionist parties in the
Assembly is an affront to
loyalism.It implies that
Catholics should be treated
equally.That is fundamental
reason why the DUP has
always been against the
Agreement.

But the results in the Westminster
election shows that the structures of
the Assembly itself lead to a harden-
ing of sectarian  division. “The
Assembly is all about competition
between the communities,” explained
the postal worker. “So you vote for
those who seem most determined to
defend your community as against
the other side.”

In recent years the policies of the
DUP have moved away from their Free

Presbyterian, mainly rural roots. Paisley’s
bizarre attack on line dancing sounded
like a throw back to a different era. 

Now, like all parties in the wake of the
creation of the assembly, the DUP try to
take up issues that give them a progres-
sive gloss.

But the DUP are in reality the party of
unionist farmers and small businesses.

Nearly all their candidates have
Orange lodge, RUC or in the case of their
older members, ‘B-special’ connections.

Dangers

In a 1998 speech to the Chamber of
Commerce, Paisley said “I am not an
advocate of the minimum wage, I see
dangers in it for struggling business.” The
DUP want a return of capital punishment.

In education they advocate  selection
at the end of the primary school years. No
wonder DUP Westminister MPs consis-
tently supported the Tory government

FEEDING OFF BIGOTRY

How do we
defeat the DUP?
THE DUP seem to be on the crest of
a wave, but beneath the surface they
have problems.

IAN PAISLEY- All smiles for the camera!
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N E P A L  I S  i n  cri si s,
p e r h a p s  o n  t h e
e d g e of r e v ol uti o n.

R e c e ntl y  s o m e-
b o d y  s h ot  d e a d  Ki n g
Bir e n dr a,  hi s  q u e e n
a n d ei g ht ot h er m e m-
b er s of t h e r o y al f a m-
il y.

T h e  n e w  ki n g,
G y a n e n dr a,  i s  t h e  ol d
ki n g’ s  u n cl e,  w h o  s ur-
vi v e d t h e m a s s a cr e.

T h e  offi ci al  st or y  i s
t h at  Ki n g  Bir e n dr a’ s
s o n,  w a s  a n gr y  at  hi s
p ar e nt s  f or  bl o c ki n g  hi s
m arri a g e  t o  t h e  w o m a n
h e l o v e d.  S o h e w e nt t o
hi s  r o o m,  g ot  hi s  a ut o-
m ati c, s pr a y e d hi s f a mi-
l y  a n d  t h e n  m ort all y
w o u n d e d hi m s elf.

It i s p o s si bl e t h at t hi s
i s  r o u g hl y  w h at  h a p-
p e n e d.  M a n y N e p ali s d o
n ot b eli e v e it.

L ar g e  cr o w d s  h a v e
b e e n  ri oti n g  i n  m a n y
p art s  of  t h e  c o u ntr y,
bl a mi n g t h e n e w ki n g f or
t h e  m ur d er s  a n d
d e m a n di n g  a n  e n d  t o
t h e m o n ar c h y.

T h e  n e w  ki n g  h a s
n ot  all o w e d  p oli c e
i n q uiri e s,  a n d  t h e  s ur-
vi v or s  h a v e  n ot  b e e n
p u bli cl y i nt er vi e w e d.

All  of  t hi s  h a p p e n e d
t h e  d a y  aft er  a  g e n er al
stri k e.

W e  ar e  t ol d  t h e
N e p ali s  r e g ar d  t h e  ki n g
a s  a  g o d. I n  f a ct,  fr o m
1 9 5 1  t o  1 9 9 0,  Bir e n dr a
a n d hi s f at h er w er e br u-
t al  di ct at or s,  wi d el y
h at e d a n d f e ar e d.

I n  1 9 9 0  t h e  N e p ali
p e o pl e  r o s e  u p
a g ai n st t h e m.

T h e  a cti vi st s  of  t h e
t w o  m ai n  p arti e s,
C o n gr e s s  a n d  t h e
C o m m u ni st  U M L,  h a d
b e e n  u n d er gr o u n d,  a n d
i n a n d o ut of pri s o n, f or
3 0 y e ar s.

I n  1 9 9 0  t h e y
l a u n c h e d  a  j oi nt  c a m-
p ai g n  of  stri k e s  a n d
d e m o n str ati o n s  a g ai n st
t h e  g o v er n m e nt  t h at
l a st e d  m o nt h s.  T h e
p oli c e kill e d m a n y, pr o b-
a bl y  h u n dr e d s,  of
d e m o n str at or s.

Fi n all y  t h e  p e o pl e  of
P at a n,  o n e  of  t h e  t hr e e
citi e s of t h e K at h m a n d u

v all e y,  s urr o u n d e d  t h e
p oli c e st ati o n, di s ar m e d
t h e  p oli c e  a n d  s e nt
t h e m n a k e d u p t h e r o a d
t o K at h m a n d u.

T h e di ct at or s hi p w a s
br o k e n.  P e o pl e  w er e
e c st ati c.

B ut  C o n gr e s s  a n d
t h e  C o m m u ni st s  i m m e-
di at el y  di d  a  d e al  wit h
Ki n g Bir e n dr a.  H e w o ul d
b e c o m e  t h e  c o n stit u-
ti o n al m o n ar c h of a p ar-
li a m e nt ar y  s y st e m.  H e
w o ul d  k e e p  all  hi s
w e alt h,  a n d  n o b o d y
w o ul d  b e  p u ni s h e d  f or
t h e killi n g s or t ort ur e.

A  p arli a m e nt  w a s
el e ct e d b ut it s mi ni st er s
st ol e  a n d  t o o k  bri b e s
fl a gr a ntl y.  T h e
C o m m u ni st s  r e pl a c e d  it
i n n e w el e cti o n s a n d di d
t h e s a m e t hi n g.

Y et  N e p al  r e m ai n e d
t hr o u g h o ut  t h e  1 9 9 0 s  a
d e e pl y  p oliti ci s e d  c o u n-
tr y,  wit h  m a n y  stri k e s
a n d  m a s s  d e m o n str a-
ti o n s.  T h e  p o p ul ar
m o v e m e nt  h a d  b e e n
b etr a y e d b ut n ot br o k e n.

Fi v e  y e ar s  a g o  a
s m all  M a oi st  or g a ni s a-
ti o n l a u n c h e d a g u errill a
w ar  i n  t h e  hill s  of  w e st-
er n N e p al.

M o st  N e p ali s  d o n’t
li v e  i n  t h e  hill s.  B ut  t h e
g u errill a s  g ai n e d
str e n gt h  b e c a u s e  m a n y
p e o pl e i n t h e pl ai n s a n d
citi e s  f elt  r e s p e ct  f or
t h e m — at  l e a st  s o m e-
b o d y  i s  d oi n g  s o m e-
t hi n g, t h e y s ai d.

T h e  M a oi st  a cti vi st s
ar e  oft e n  s c h o olt e a c h-
er s,  e d u c at e d  b ut  p ai d
6 0 p a d a y.

M a n y  of  t h eir  mili-
t ar y  e x p ert s  ar e  f or-
m e r  G u r k h a s  i n  t h e
B riti s h, I n di a n  o r
N e p ali  a r m y.  T h e y
b uil d  b y  d ri vi n g  t h e

p oli c e  a n d  l a n dl o r d s
o ut of t h e vill a g e s.

T h e  M a oi st s  n o w
c o ntr ol  l ar g e  str et c h e s
of  t h e  hill  c o u ntr y,
alt h o u g h t h e y d o n ot y et
g et a l ar g e s h ar e of t h e
v ot e n ati o n all y, a n d t h eir
ar e a s  c o nt ai n  l e s s  t h a n
1 0 p er c e nt of t h e p o p u-
l ati o n.

B ut  t hi s  h a s  b e e n  a
gr o wi n g  cri si s  f or  t h e
r uli n g cl a s s.

T h e  C o m m u ni st s,
c urr e ntl y t h e p arli a m e n-
t ar y o p p o siti o n, ar e v er y
w orri e d  t h eir  s u p p ort
will  bl e e d  a w a y  t o  t h e
l eft  a n d  h a v e  b e e n
p u s hi n g  h ar d  f or  p e a c e
t al k s wit h t h e M a oi st s.

L a st  m o nt h  a n  offi-
ci al  i n q uir y  i n dir e ctl y
all e g e d  t h at  t h e  pri m e
mi ni st er  K or oil a  h a d
t a k e n bri b e s f or arr a n g-
i n g  c o ntr a ct s  at  t h e
st at e airli n e.

T h e  C o m m u ni st
o p p o siti o n  c all e d  f or
hi s  r e si g n ati o n  a n d
c all e d  t h r e e  d a y s  of
v er y  s u c c e s sf ul  g e n-
er al stri k e s.

T h er e w a s a n e q u al-
l y s oli d o n e- d a y g e n er al
stri k e  i n  K at h m a n d u
c all e d  b y  t h e  M a oi st s.
T hi s  r e pr e s e nt e d  a
m aj or e s c al ati o n of t h eir
str e n gt h  i n  t h e  ur b a n
w or ki n g cl a s s.

T h e  n e xt  d a y  s o m e-
b o d y’ s  g u n  w e nt  off  i n
t h e p al a c e.

T h e  n e w  ki n g
G y a n e n dr a  h a s  a  r e p-
ut ati o n a s a h ar d ri g ht
wi n g e r  w h o  h a n k e r s
aft er  t h e  ol d  di ct at or-
s hi p  a n d  w a nt s  t o
s m a s h t h e M a oi st s.

F uri o u s  d e m o n str a-
t or s  tri e d  t o  fi g ht  t h eir
w a y  i nt o  t h e  p al a c e
gr o u n d s, p u bli cl y s h o ut-
i n g  a g ai n st  G y a n e n dr a
a n d  d e m a n di n g  a  pr o p-
er i n v e sti g ati o n.

T h e  n e w  ki n g
pr o mi s e d  a  hi g h  l e v el
i n q uir y  i nt o  t h e  p al a c e
killi n g s,  b ut  t h e
C o m m u ni st s  h a v e
r ef u s e d  t o  b e  p art  of
w h at  m a n y  r e g ar d  a s  a
w hit e w a s h.

It i s h ar d t o s e e h o w
t h e  m o n ar c h y  c a n  s ur-
vi v e,  a n d  i m p o s si bl e  t o
s e e w h y it s h o ul d.

W H A T I S y o ur b o o k a b o ut ?
T H E  B O O K  is  a b o ut  t h e  e x p eri-
e n c e  w e  h a d  i n  Fr a n c e  wit h  t h e
W orl d  Tr a d e  Or g a nis ati o n  ( W T O)
a n d a gri c ult ur e. 

It  b e gi ns  wit h  t h e  st or y  of  h o w
w e dis m a ntl e d t h e M c D o n al d’s f ast
f o o d o utl et i n t h e t o w n of Mill a u i n
Fr a n c e i n 1 9 9 9. 

T his a cti o n w as i n pr ot est at t h e
d e cisi o n  of  t h e  W T O  t o  i m p os e
s a n cti o ns  a g ai nst  E ur o p e, b e c a us e
E ur o p e r ef us e d t o all o w t h e i m p ort
of U S h or m o n e-tr e at e d b e ef. 

T h at w as a v er y i m p ort a nt m o v e-
m e nt  i n  Fr a n c e  b e c a u s e  p e o pl e
u n d erst o o d t h at t h es e s a n cti o ns si g-
n all e d  t h at  t h e  W T O  w as  g oi n g  t o
g o i nt o e v er y ar e a of lif e. 

T h e  b o o k  g o es  o n  t o  e x pl ai n  t h at
t his b attl e t a k es pl a c e i nsi d e of a bi g g er
b attl e  f or  a n ot h er  ki n d  of  f ar mi n g,
a n ot h er ki n d of a gri c ult ur e. T h e n w e t o
tr y t o s h o w t h at o ur fi g ht as s m all f ar m-
ers  is  t h e  s a m e  as  t h e  ot h er  s o ci al
m o v e m e nts.

I N  T H E  b o o k  y o u  t al k  of  t h e
S e attl e  d e m o n st r ati o n  a s  a
“t u r ni n g  p oi nt  i n  hi st o r y ”.
W h y ?
W H A T H A P P E N E D i n S e attl e w as
a n  i m p ort a nt  vi ct or y — a  s y m b oli c
vi ct or y, b ut a vi ct or y. 

It  w a s  t h e  fir st  ti m e  w e  h a d
m o v e m e nts  c o mi n g  fr o m  all  o v er
t h e  e art h  c o mi n g  t o g et h er  i n  t h at
w a y. It w as f ar m ers,  w or k ers, e n vi-
r o n m e nt alists, b ut  als o  c o ns u m ers,
p e o pl e fr o m c o u ntri es i n t h e N ort h
a n d S o ut h. 

T h e  c o mi n g  t o g et h er  of  all  t h os e
p e o pl e, a n d als o t h e g o v er n m e nts fr o m

t h e  S o ut h, i n  S e attl e  m e a nt  t h at  t h e
W T O  c o ul d  n ot  a gr e e  a  n e w  r o u n d  of
tr a d e r ul es. 

It  w as  t h e  b e gi n ni n g  of  a  n e w  ki n d
of r esist a n c e a g ai nst n e o-li b er alis m all
o v er t h e e art h.

Y O U  W E R E  i n  S e attl e.  Si n c e
t h e n  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  at  t h e
pr ot e st s  i n  Mill a u  l a st  s u m-
m er,  P ort o  Al e gr e  i n  Br a zil,
a n d m or e r e c e ntl y i n Q u e b e c
Cit y,  C a n a d a.  H o w  h a v e  y o u
s e e n t h e m o v e m e nt d e v el o p ?

N o w  n o n e  of  t h e  m aj or  i nt er n a-
ti o n al  i nstit uti o ns  ar e  a bl e  t o  h a v e
t h eir  m e eti n gs  a n y w h er e  wit h o ut
t h er e b ei n g pr ot est ors. 

W h at is es p e ci all y n e w si n c e t h e
W orl d S o ci al F or u m i n P ort o Al e gr e
e arli er  t his  y e ar  is  t h at  t h e  m o v e-
m e nt is n o w tr yi n g t o fi n d a ns w ers
t o  gl o b alis ati o n, t o  w or k  o ut  w h at
o ur alt er n ati v e is.

T hi s  f or  m e  i s  v er y  i nt er e sti n g
b e c a us e it is a n e w ki n d of d e m o cr a c y,
o n e w h er e p e o pl e w a nt t o d e ci d e a b o ut
t h eir li v es, a n d w h at is h a p p e ni n g t o t h e
w orl d a n d t o t h e m.

H O W  I M P O R T A N T  d o  y o u
t hi n k  t h e  d e m o n st r ati o n  at
t h e G 8 ri c h e st c o u ntri e s s u m-
mit  pl a n n e d  i n  G e n o a  n e xt
m o nt h i s ?

T HI S  I S  g oi n g  t o  b e  a  v er y
i m p ort a nt d e m o nstr ati o n. It will s e e
h u g e  n u m b ers  of  p e o pl e  c o mi n g
t o g et h er fr o m m a n y c o u ntri es. 

T h e y  will  u nit e  t o  s a y  t o  t h e
r ul ers  of  t h e  ri c h est  c o u ntri es  t h at
t h e y d o n ot a gr e e wit h t h eir pr oj e ct
of  i m p osi n g  t h eir  ki n d  of  g o v er n-

m e nt, t h eir r ul e all o v er t h e w orl d. 
It is als o a c h a n c e f or w or k ers fr o m

all o v er t h e w orl d t o c o m e t o g et h er. 
We  h a v e  t o  m a k e  it  a  gi g a nti c

d e m o nstr ati o n. It is i m p ort a nt t h at p e o-
pl e c o m e t o G e n o a.

I N  MI L L A U  l a st  y e ar, a n d  i n
y o u r  s p e e c h e s  si n c e, y o u
e m p h a si s e d  t w o  p oi nt s.  O n e
w a s  t h at  t h er e  w a s  n o  s u c h
t hi n g  a s  a  “ m o r e  o r  l e s s
i m p ort a nt  str u g gl e.  All  str u g-
gl e s  a r e  vit al.”  T h e  s e c o n d
w a s  t o  st r e s s  t h e  li n k s
b et w e e n y o ur fi g ht, a n d t h o s e
of w or k er s a n d of p e o pl e li k e
t h e  s a n s  p a pi e r s  “ill e g al ”
i m mi g r a nt s.  W h y  d o  y o u
str e s s t h e s e p oi nt s ?

A L L  FI G H T S,  w h et h er  bi g
fi g hts or littl e fi g hts, ar e i m p ort a nt.
Yo u c a n’t h a v e t h e bi g fi g hts wit h-
o ut t h e littl e fi g hts. 

If y o u d o n’t h a v e t h e littl e fi g hts
y o u w o n’t h a v e t h e bi g fi g hts. 

Als o, y o u  g et  all  t h es e  p e o pl e
p us h e d  i nt o  str u g gl es,  w h et h er  as
w or k er s, f ar m er s  or  p e o pl e  w h o
h a v e h a d t o l e a v e t h eir c o u ntri es t o

m a k e  a  lif e  i n  t h e  N ort h er n  c o u n-
tri es, a n d  t h e n  fi n d  t h e y  h a v e  n o
ri g hts. 

All  t h e s e  fi g ht s  ar e  li n k e d.
T o g et h er  t h e y  m e a n  a  fi g ht  t o  s a y
t h at t h e e c o n o m y s h o ul d b e f or p e o-
pl e, n ot  r e d u ci n g  p e o pl e  t o  sl a v es
f or t h e e c o n o m y.

S o  I  t hi n k  t h at  w e  h a v e  t o  li n k  all
t h os e  str u g gl es, a n d  s a y  w e  h a v e  t o
w or k  a n d  fi g ht  t o g et h er, n ot  j ust  as
f ar m ers,  w or k ers or i m mi gr a nts, b ut t o
m a k e  t h e  c o n n e cti o n s  b et w e e n  t h e
iss u es. 

S O M E  P E O P L E  s a y  t h at  t o
o p p o s e  n e o-li b e r ali s m  a n d
gl o b ali s ati o n i s t o r etr e at t o a
ki n d of n ati o n ali s m or pr ot e c-
ti o ni s m.  W h at  d o  y o u  s a y  t o

t h at ?
W E A R E fi g hti n g f or n e w ri g hts f or
p e o pl e all o v er t h e w orl d, n ot o nl y
i n o n e c o u ntr y. 

R etr e ati n g  wit hi n  n ati o n al  fr o n-
ti ers or l o o ki n g t o n ati o n alis m is n ot
t h e iss u e or t h e a ns w er. 

We  n e e d  m or e  ri g hts- e c o n o mi c,
s o ci al  a n d  c ult ur al  ri g hts.  T h es e
ri g hts s h o ul d c o m e first a n d n ot b e
s u b or di n at e d t o t h e m ar k et. 

We  w a nt  tr a d e  t o  b e  s u bj e ct  t o
t h es e ki n ds of r ul es a n d ri g hts. We
n e e d t o h a v e i nt er n ati o n al r ul es first
a n d s a y t o t h e bi g c or p or ati o ns t h at
y o u  ar e  n ot  a bl e  t o  i g n or e  t h es e
r ul es if y o u w a nt t o o p er at e.

T his  m e a ns  w e  o p p os e  all  ki n ds  of
“ d u m pi n g ”-s o ci al  d u m pi n g, e c o n o mi c
d u m pi n g, e n vir o n m e nt al d u m pi n g. T h e
bi g tr a ns n ati o n al fir ms d o n’t c ar e a b o ut
w h at’s g oi n g t o h a p p e n t o t h e p e o pl e or
t o t h e w orl d i n t h e y e ars a h e a d.

Y O U  H A V E  r e p e at e dl y  d efi e d
t h e  l a w  a n d  c o urt s  i n  y o ur
o w n str u g gl e s.  W h y ?
W H E N L A W S ar e a g ai nst t h e i nt er-
ests of p e o pl e y o u h a v e t o p ut t h os e
i nt er ests  first  a n d  a ct  a c c or di n gl y
r e g ar dl ess of t h e l a w.

L a ws ar e m a d e b y p e o pl e. T h e y
c a n b e c h a n g e d if p e o pl e fi g ht. 

W h e n t h e fi g ht is i m p ort a nt, I t hi n k
y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  pr e p ar e d  t o  d ef y  t h e
l a ws t o wi n t h e str u g gl e. 

T H E R E  i s  a  l ot  of  d e b at e
a b o ut  f o o d  a n d  f ar mi n g  aft er
m a d  c o w  di s e a s e  a n d  n o w
f o ot a n d m o ut h.  W h at d o y o u
t hi n k  t h e  l e s s o n s  ar e  fr o m
t h e s e ? 
W H A T  H A S  h a p p e n e d  is  n ot  a n
a c ci d e nt. It fl o ws fr o m t h e l o gi c of
n e o-li b er alis m. 

Yo u h a v e s e e n t h e d estr u cti o n of
a gri c ult ur e. T h er e ar e l ess a n d l ess
s m all f ar m ers.

If  t h e  s a m e  h a p p e ns  i n  ot h er
c o u ntri es, y o u  will  g et  t h e  s a m e
pr o bl e ms. 

T h e pr o bl e m is t h e p arti c ul ar m o d el
of  i nt e n si v e  i n d u stri al  f ar mi n g  t h at
l e a ds t o t h es e ki n d of dis e as es.

Y O U  t al k  a b o ut  c h all e n gi n g
t h e  c o r p o r ati o n s.  D o  y o u
t hi n k w e c a n wi n t h at fi g ht ?
T H E  O N L Y  t hi n g  I  al w a ys  s a y  is
t h at  w e  h a v e  t o  fi g ht,  w e  h a v e  n o
c h oi c e. A n d w e h a v e t o wi n. 

I  als o  s a y  t h at  I  h at e  t o  l os e, s o
w e h a v e t o wi n f or t h at r e as o n t o o!

T h e p oi nt is t h at if w e gl o b alis e t h e
str u g gl e,  w e c a n gl o b alis e h o p e f or t h e
f ut ur e.

A B O R TI O N  ri g hts
f o r w o m e n h e r e w e r e
p ut b a c k o n t h e p olit-
i c al  a g e n d a  b y  t h e
a r ri v al of W o m e n o n
t h e  W a v es’ a b o rti o n
s hi p  a n d  t h e  F a mil y
Pl a n ni n g  Ass o ci a-
ti o n’s  ( F P A)  l e g al
c h all e n g e  i n  t h e
B elf ast Hi g h C o u rt.

T h e  d e s p e r ati o n
of  w o m e n  w h o  fi n d
t h e ms el v es  wit h  a n
u n w a nt e d  p r e g n a n-
c y  a n d  diffi c ulti e s
r aisi n g t h e m o n e y t o
g et  t o  E n gl a n d  w as
s h o w n  b y  t h e  1 2 0
w o m e n  w h o  w a nt e d
t o  g et  a n  a b o rti o n
o n  t h e  s hi p  i n  t h e
fi rst w e e k of its st a y. 

P r e g n a n c y  c o u n-
s elli n g  s e r vi c e s
r e p o rt e d  w o m e n
c a n c elli n g  a p p oi nt-
m e nts  wit h  t h e m  i n
t h e  h o p e  of  b ei n g
a bl e t o g et t h e a b o r-
ti o n  pill  R U 4 8 6  o n
t h e s hi p.

C a m p a i g n e r s
h a d  n ot  e x p e ct e d
w o m e n  t o  ris k  t h e
p u bli cit y  a n d  pi c k-
eti n g of p r o-lif e rs t o
us e  t h e  s hi p’s  f a cili-
ti es.  

B ut  t h at  u n d e r-
e sti m at e d  t h e
l e n gt h s  t o  w hi c h
w o m e n  a r e  willi n g
t o g o t o e n d i nt ol e r-
a bl e  p r e g n a n ci e s.
T h os e  l e n gt hs  h a v e
b e e n  a d mitt e d
r e c e ntl y  b y  G Ps  i n
t h e  N o rt h, 1 1  p e r-
c e nt  of  w h o m  s a y
t h e y  h a v e  h a d  t o
d e al wit h t h e r es ults
of  a m at e u r  a b o r-
ti o ns.

T h e  d e s p e r ati o n
t o  g et  a b o rti o n  o n
t h e  W o m e n  a n d
W a v e s  s hi p  a r o s e
b e c a us e  of  t h e  diffi-
c ulti e s  t h at  I ri s h
w o m e n h a v e i n t r a v-
elli n g  t o  B rit ai n.
T h e  o nl y  r e a s o n
t h e y h a v e t o t r a v el is
t o  p r ot e ct  I ri s h
h y p o c ris y. 

B ut  t h e  j o u r n e y
c a n  c o st  a r o u n d
£ 6 0 0.  W o m e n  h a v e
t o  o r g a ni s e  t h ei r
o w n  a c c o m m o d a-
ti o n, b o o ks fli g hts at
s h o rt n oti c e, f a c e t h e
p r o s p e ct  of  t r a v el-
li n g  al o n e — all
b e c a u s e  a  s m all
mi n o rit y  of  bi g ot s
w a nt  t o  d e n y  t h at
a b o rti o n  is  a  r e alit y

f o r I ris h w o m e n. 
A b o rti o n  i s  a

cl a s s  i s s u e, n ot  a
m o r al  o n e.  Ri c h
w o m e n  h a v e  al w a ys
b e e n a bl e t o b u y s af e
a b o rti o n s,  w h et h e r
l e g al o r n ot. 

E v e r y  fi v e  mi n-
ut es, a  w o m a n  di es
s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e
w o rl d  as  a  r es ult  of
a n  ill e g al  a b o rti o n.
E v e r y  o n e  of  t h os e
w o m e n is p o o r.  

I n  I r el a n d  t o d a y,
a  w o m a n  w h o  h a s
littl e  p r o bl e m  g et-
ti n g  £ 6 0 0  t o g et h e r
a n d  h a s  a c c e s s  t o
i nf o r m ati o n  a b o ut
cli ni c s  i n  E n gl a n d,
n e e d n’t  b e  t o o  w o r-
ri e d  t h at  a b o rti o n
i s n’t  a v ail a bl e  at
h o m e. 

T o a w o m a n w h o
h a s  n o  c h a n c e  of
g etti n g  t h at  ki n d  of
m o n e y, it  m e a n s
c o nti n ui n g  a n
u n w a nt e d  p r e g n a n-
c y  o r  t r yi n g  s o m e
d a n g e r o u s  w a y  of
c a u si n g  a  mi s c a r-
ri a g e. 

S o,  w h at e v e r
y o u r  p e rs o n al  p osi-
ti o n  o n  a b o rti o n,
a n y o n e  w h o  s u p-
p o rt s  w o r k e r s’
ri g hts h as t o s u p p o rt
l e g al a b o rti o n o n t h e
h e alt h s e r vi c e. 

C h all e n g e

T h e  l e g al  c h al-
l e n g e  t a k e n  i n  t h e
N o rt h  b y  t h e  F P A
ai m s  t o  g et  a b o r-
ti o ns  o n  t h e  h e alt h
s e r vi c e  f o r  s o m e  of
t h e  m o st  si c k  a n d
d e s p e r at e  w o m e n
p r e s e ntl y  f o r c e d  t o
t r a v el t o E n gl a n d. 

T h e  F P A  w a nts
Si n n  F ei n  H e alt h
Mi nist e r  B ai r b r e  d e
B r u n  t o  cl a rif y  t h e
l a w  b y  i s s ui n g
g ui d eli n es  o n  w h e n
it is l e g al. 

T hi s  w o ul d  e n d
t h e  p r e s e nt  c r a z y
sit u ati o n  w h e r e
s o m e h os pit als c a r r y
o ut  s o m e  a b o rti o ns,
w hil e ot h e rs o p e r at e
li k e  s o ut h e r n  h os pi-
t als  p r o vi di n g  a b o r-
ti o ns o nl y if t h e r e is

a n i m m e di at e ris k t o
t h e LI F E of w o m a n. 

A n y  s u c h  g ui d e-
li n e s  w o ul d  all o w
o nl y  f o r  li mit e d
a b o rti o n  a n d  w o ul d
n ot h el p t h e m aj o ri-
t y  of  w o m e n  g oi n g
t o E n gl a n d. 

B ut  it  w o ul d  at
l e ast  h el p  t h e  m ost
ill  a n d  d e s p ai ri n g
w o m e n.  

A s  t h e  N o rt h’s
fi rst  w o m a n  H e alt h
Mi ni st e r  a n d  a
m e m b e r  of  a  p a rt y
t h at c alls its elf r a di-
c al, d e  B r u n  s h o ul d
b e h a p p y t o m a k e at
l e ast s o m e a b o rti o ns
a v ail a bl e  o n  t h e
N H S. 

I n st e a d, s h e
a r g u es  t h at  t h e r e  is
n o  n e e d  t o  i s s u e
g ui d eli n es, si n c e  t h e
l a w is cl e a rl y st at e d.

L a w

B ut  t h e  l a w  i n
t h e  N o rt h  i s  s o
u n cl e a r  t h at  t h e
St a n di n g  A d vi s o r y
C o m mitt e e  o n
H u m a n  Ri g hts  s ai d
i n  1 9 9 3  t h at  it
w o ul d n’t  st a n d  u p
i n  a n y  c o u rt  of
h u m a n ri g hts.  

We a r e t ol d a b o r-
ti o n  i s  l e g al  if  a
w o m a n  is  li k el y  t o
b e l eft a ‘ p h ysi c al o r
m e nt al w r e c k’ if t h e
p r e g n a n c y  i s  n ot
e n d e d.

Yet,  w o m e n  w h o
c e rt ai nl y  fit  t hi s
d e s c ri pti o n  a r e
r ef us e d a b o rti o ns o n
t h e N H S a n d h a v e t o
g o t o E n gl a n d. 

M a n y  of  t h o s e
m ost li k el y t o b e l eft
w r e c k s  c a n n ot  g et
t h e  m o n e y  t o g et h e r
a n d  a r e  f o r c e d  t o
c o nti n u e  i nt ol e r a bl e
p r e g n a n ci es.

T h e c o w a r di c e of
p oliti ci a ns  of  all  t h e
m aj o r p a rti es N o rt h
a n d  S o ut h  all o w s
t h e  h y p o c ri s y  i n
r el ati o n  t o  a b o rti o n
t o c o nti n u e.  

W o rs e it p uts t h e
h e alt h, a n d  s o m e-
ti m es  e v e n  t h e  li v es,
of  t h e  p o o r e st
w o m e n  at  ris k  si n c e
t h e y h a v e n o h o p e of
r ai si n g  t h e  m o n e y
f o r  a n  a b o rti o n  —
h o w e v e r  b a dl y  t h e y
n e e d o n e.
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I N T E R VI E W WI T H F R E N C H A N TI- C A PI T A LI S T J O S É B O V É  

A b orti o n
ri g hts n o w

R ev olt b e hi n d t h e
p al a c e m a s s a cr e

N E P A L

‘ Gl o b ali s e
h o p e f or
a f ut ur e’

b y G O R E T TI
H O R G A N

‘ W O M E N O N t h e W a v e s’ s hi p at d o c k

J O S É B O S É (i n s et) a n d a nti c a pit ali st p rot e st s i n Pr a g u e l a st y e ar

J O S É  B O VÉ  i s o n e of t h e b e st k n o w n fi g-
ur e s of t h e a nti- gl o b ali s ati o n m o v e m e nt
w hi c h h a s s pr e a d a cr o s s t h e gl o b e si n c e
t h e gr e at pr ot e st a g ai n st t h e W orl d Tr a d e
O r g a ni s ati o n  i n  S e attl e  i n  N o v e m b e r
1 9 9 9.

H e  h a s  r e c e ntl y  u n d e rt a k e n  a  t o u r
al o n g  wit h  F r a n ç oi s  D uf o u r, a  f ell o w

l e a d er  of  t h e  r a di c al  Fr e n c h  s m all  f ar m-
er s’ or g a ni s ati o n.  T h e y  ar e  s p e a ki n g  at
m e eti n g s  t o  p u s h  a  m e s s a g e  of  r e si s-
t a n c e  t o  t h e  c or p or ati o n s  a n d  g o v er n-
m e nt s w hi c h d o t h eir bi d di n g:  T h e w orl d
i s  n ot  f or  s al e!  T h at  i s  al s o  t h e  titl e  of
t h eir b o o k,  w hi c h a p p e ar s i n E n gli s h t hi s
m o nt h.

T H E
W O R L D
I S N O T F O R
S A L E

b y J o s é B o v é a n d
Fr a n ç oi s D uf o ur

g et y o u c o pi e s fr o m S W B o o k s
£ 2 0 fr o m P. O. B o x 1 6 4 8 D u bli n 8

P u bli s h e d 
b y V er s o

b y A LI C E B L A K E

Fr o m 1 9 5 1
t o 1 9 9 0,
Bir e n dr a a n d
hi s f at h er
w er e br ut al
di ct at or s,
wi d el y h at e d
a n d f e ar e d

‘

‘

W o m e n o n t h e W a v e s

S o ci ali st R e vi e w

I S T HI S W H A T
D E M O C R A C Y L O O K S
LI K E ?
P a ul F o ot o n L a b o ur a n d t h e 

El e cti o n ➉➉ O n t h e C a m p ai g n 

tr ail wit h S o ci ali st Alli a n c e 

➉➉  A nti- c a pit ali s m: All r o a d s 

l e a d t o G e n o a

£ 1. 5 0 fr o m y o ur 
S o ci ali st W or k er s ell er
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In recent months there has
been a series of revela-
tions in France over the

actions of the French mili-
tary in the 1950s and 60s.
They all stem from the inde-
pendence struggle of
Algeria.
The war for independence had a
massive impact on France. It
brought down six prime ministers. It
caused the collapse of the Fourth
Republic and twice plunged France
into near civil war.

The Algerian people won their
war for independence from France.
But it was one of the most hard
fought national liberation struggles,
with one million Algerians killed
out of a population of nine million.

The 1950’s and 1960’s signalled
the beginning of a new era for most
of Africa as one after the other
European colonial powers realised
that the forced occupation of Africa
could no longer be sustained. 

France was determined to hold
on to their power base in Africa.

France’s initial colonialisation of
Algeria came in 1830, when the
French army marched into Algiers
under the pretence of eradicating
piracy in the Mediterranean. 

French colonialism had an extra
edge, “Assimilation”. 

In theory this policy dictated that
all the colonial people were subjects
of the France, albeit with limited
rights, and were given a measure of
representation in the National
Assembly in Paris. 

What it also meant was that the
colonies became extensions of
France and French people were
encouraged to own land and
resources within the colonies as
they would within mainland France. 

Formed

The French settlers quickly
formed into a settler aristocracy.
Hundred of thousands of French
Settlers (‘Colons’) moved to
Algeria during the colonial period
and at their height accounted for
10% of Algeria’s population. 

The Colons became increasingly
economically powerful, and dictat-
ed French policy in Algeria, which
became focused on maintaining
their dominance. 

The blatant discrimina-
tion against the indige-
nous population cou-

pled with the brutal sup-
pression of dissent by
France sowed the seeds for
a growing independence
movement.
In March 1954 Ahmed Ben Bella,
an ex-sergeant in the French army,
joined eight other Algerian exiles in
Egypt to form a revolutionary com-
mittee that later became known as
the National Liberation Front (Front
de Libération Nationale, FLN).
A few months later on November 1,
the FLN launched its bid for
Algerian independence by coordi-
nated attacks on public buildings,
military and police posts, and com-
munications installations.

The response of the French state was
brutal. 

The uprising was ruthlessly put
down. Collective punishment was
meted out to whole villages suspected
of aiding guerrillas. 

The war for independence raged all
over Algeria.  In 1957, the rebels
attempted to paralyse the administra-
tion. 

In the city of Algiers the Muslim
quarter known as the Casbah was home
to over 100,000 Muslims despite being
only 1 square kilometre. 

The FLN turned it into a `no go area’
for the French. 

Many of its buildings were hiding
places and bomb factories, from which
was launched the bombing campaign of
the French zone. 

To deal with the FLN’s bombing
campaign the French government
brought in the paratroopers. 

By murdering and imprisoning the
FLN the French beheaded the Algiers
movement. 

For two years afterwards the city of
Algiers played no major role in the war.
But then in 1959 mass uprisings broke
out across the city. 

In response France turned Algeria
into a huge concentration camp with
miles of barbed wire cutting off the bor-
ders Algeria shared with Morocco and
Tunisia. 

Mass arrests and torture were used in
an attempt to break the backbone of the
liberation movements. 

In February 1958, the
French air force bombed
the Tunisian frontier vil-

lage of Saqiyat Sidi Yusuf,
killing a number of civil-
ians, including children
from the local school.
Jacques Massu, who in 1957 was in
charge of the notorious “Paras”
(10th Parachute Division), has since
admitted that over 3,000 prisoners
considered to have “disappeared” at

that time had in reality been execut-
ed. The daily practice of the French
reprisals included submerging vic-
tims in freezing water or excrement,
and repeated use of electric shocks.

It was the social-democratic gov-
ernment of Guy Mollet that had
given a free hand to the occupying
forces in Algeria to carry out tor-
ture. 

In June 1956, shortly before the bat-
tle for Algiers, the National Assembly
accepted Mollet’s proposal to set aside
individual freedoms in Algeria and per-
mit the police and soldiers stationed
there to use “extended questioning,”
“coercive measures” or “special treat-
ment”. 

The social democratic Interior
Minister François Mitterrand, who later
became president, said in parliament on
November 5, 1954:

“The Algerian rebellion can lead to
only one conclusion, that is, war.”

He declared that Algeria was part of
France: “The Mediterranean separates
Algeria from France just as the river
Seine separates the two halves of Paris”.

Supported  

The French Communist Party under
the leadership of Jacques Duclos sup-
ported the state budget in 1954 and in
1956 voted for the special measures
proposed by the government.

This at a time when there were

already demonstrations taking place in
Paris against the Algerian war.

But there was also opposition to the
war in France. 

In 1958, the book “ La Question “
(The Question) by Henri Alleg was pub-
lished, in which he exposed his own tor-
ture at the hands of the French. 

In 1960, a group of intel-
lectuals around Jean-Paul
Sartre, including Simone

de Beauvoir, André Breton,
Simone Signoret and many
others protested against
the war with a “Manifesto of
the 121”.
A loose coalition of army generals,
Colons and French right-wing
organisations desperate for a com-
prehensive victory in Algeria,
staged a coup in 1958 that brought
back into power, the French war
hero Charles De Gaulle. 

It was widely expected he would
step up the military campaign, but
instead in 1959 he laid down the first
steps for French withdrawal. 

This alienated the Colons and sec-
tions of the French military in Algeria,
who first attempted to seize power but
when that failed, set up the underground
terrorist group Secret Army
Organisation (OAS). 

The OAS was dedicated to maintain-
ing French supremacy in Algeria and
attempted to increase this through ter-

rorism in France and Algeria.
But France could not crush an entire

people. 
In 1962 the French were forced to

hold a referendum on Independence,
and only 16,000 people voted against
liberation.  

The FLN was in power and it imme-
diately faced its own struggle to contain
a mass movement which greeted inde-
pendence by establishing local commit-
tees and communes, especially on land
vacated by colons who had fled to
France. 

The movement from below was only
pushed back in 1965 Houari
Boumédienne led a coup and set about
organising a highly authoritarian
regime. 

Algeria became a state capitalist
society  in which the FLN was the core
of a new ruling class of army officers,
bureaucrats and managers.  

With the army dominant, indepen-
dent political parties were banned, trade
unions were incorporated and strikes
declared illegal. 

Revenue from rising oil production
helped to consolidate the regime inter-
nally, although it faced rising opposition
from below, for instance during mass
strikes in 1977. 

These were crushed by police and
army intervention but working class
resistance continued.  

Opposition to the
regime was wide-
spread but had no

obvious political focus.The
Algerian Communist Party
(PCA) had been dissolved
in 1954, liquidating into the
FLN in recognition of the
primacy of ‘national’ con-
cerns.
One result was that Islamism, which
had never had mass appeal in
Algeria, began to increase its influ-
ence. 

In the early 1980s the FLN turned to
‘liberalisation’. 

Following the usual prescriptions of
the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank, market reforms were
implemented and the whole society
rapidly polarised. 

Privileged sections of the bureaucra-
cy and the army used their positions to
secure access to wealth in the new
‘open’ market.  

The speed and scale of this process
was the key factor precipitating an
uprising in 1988 — an explosion of
demonstrations and mass strikes. 

The army again responded brutally,
intensifying the process of radicalisa-
tion among the young and further open-
ing the field to the Islamists in the FIS.
The FIS made rapid progress. 

At its core were Muslim activists
who had long operated on the margins
of the FLN regime. 

Excluded

They drew in many regime’s middle
class opponents who felt themselves
excluded from the benefits of the mar-
ket, together with large numbers of
urban poor and others who had suffered
from the reforms. 

The regime unable to rid itself of the
religious opposition and has turned to
increasingly violent tactics.  

Many socialists look at
Algeria and see only
the despair of work-

ers who are abused by the
state and treated with con-
tempt by the Islamists.
But modern Algeria is a history of
mass struggle that was capable of
defeating a major imperial power.  

The tragedy was that those struggles
were betrayed by a national liberation
moved that talked left when in opposi-
tion set out to build up capitalism when
they won freedom.

SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE 8
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Greek Tragedy

TEN YEARS ago
The Disposable
Heroes of
Hiphoprisy record-
ed one of the
greatest political
hip-hop tracks of
all time TV, drug of
a nation.This was
a powerful, funny
and intelligently
observed attack on
the way television
can be used as an
instrument of
social control.
It seemed like some-
thing of a retreat then,
when songwriter and
vocalist Michael Franti
joined Spearhead to
produce a more intro-
spective and personal
album, Home, in 1994.

Attacks

However, with his
new album, Stay
Human, Michael Franti
has renewed his
attacks on the
hypocrisy and racism
of the US authorities.

Stay Human is all
about opposition to
the death penalty.

The songs are
structured around an
imaginary case of the
impending execution
of Sister Fatima, a
community activist
and revolutionary.

The songs are
interspersed with ficti-
tious interviews con-
ducted by 'Radio Stay
Human'.

Franti clearly sees
this album as a contri-
bution to the growing
anti-capitalist move-
ment in the States.

Protest

Lyrics are printed over
pictures from the Seattle
protest against the WTO.

Franti contacted
about 45 musicians for
their opinions on the
death penalty - many of
which find their way onto
the sleeve notes.

Tom Morello from
Rage Against the
Machine, for example,
says "it doesn't matter
what you think of the
death penalty in the
abstract; in the real
world, race and class
determine who lives and
dies in death penalty
cases.

“So until racism and
economic inequality are
gotten rid of in America,
they should get rid of the
racist death penalty
which targets minorities
and the poor.”

Foisted

The US is the home of
the major multi-nationals,
including those who pro-
duce most of the music
that is foisted onto the
global market.

But at the same time
rebellion and resistance
are themes of a growing
number of bands there.

Musically Stay
Human is more soul than
hip-hop and there is a
strange contrast
between its mellow beat
and the fact that the
rhythm carries such an
angry political message.

But it is a good album
that is well worth hear-
ing.

— CONOR

KOSTICK

Staying
human

MARK STEEL'S new
book Reasons to be
Cheerful is a brilliant
personal account of the
events that moulded
himself and Britain over
the last thirty years.
Steel documents his life so
far and how it has been
permeated by the lives of
ordinary people constantly
standing up against
oppression and exploita-
tion, not just on a mass
scale such as the miners
strikes or the Poll Tax
protests but also on small
council estates opposing
privatisation or a protest at
a National Front stall in a
small town.

ed.
Although funny, each story

outlines a clear argument
from a revolutionary stand-
point about a particular
aspect of capitalism.

Whether it's a description
of life on the dole as a situa-
tion that "impregnates you
with an infectious sense of
worthlessness" or how the
boredom and destitution in
England was given life and
inspiration by international
events.

Running through the book
is an analysis of successive
governments in Britain.

From "Maggie-Out Out
Out", to the Labour Party's
refusal to support political
status for republican prison-
ers, their support for
Falklands war, Kinnock's
refusal to support the miners
to New Labour and Blair's rise
(Blair, he notes, was embar-
rassed by unions-even right
wing ones!).

Steel points the poorer
areas showed the greater

swing to Labour in the elec-
tion, which ended more than a
decade of Tory rule.

The wealthy stayed loyal to
the Tories and so most of New
Labour's victory was gained
in spite of Blair's compromis-
es rather than because of
them.

Towards the end of the
book the reasons to be cheer-
ful are clear-the success of
the Socialist Alliance which
represents a move  from
socialists "standing stoically
alone" to  Labour  in the
London mayoral  election
becoming the minority.

For me Steel's message
was clear: change can and will
happen if you take a stand.
And of course ,the  impor-
tance of small victories.

So he recounts  "the cele-
brated tale of the Tilbury
Dockers who, as Franco lay
on his death bed won a vote to
send him a telegram that said,
die you bastard die!"

— RORY HEARNE

THE RECENT film of the novel Captain
Corelli's Mandolin has pushed its
author, Louis de Bernières, into the
limelight again.No w Captain Corelli is a
£45 million Hollywood movie starring
Nicolas Cage, Penelope Cruz and John
Hurt, and was shot on Cephalonia, the
idyllic Greek island the story takes place
on.
In typical Hollywood fashion the bravery of the
mostly Communist Partisan resistance (ELAS)
has been airbrushed out of the story, and no-
one is more angry about this than Captain
Corelli himself, 90 year old Amos Pampaloni.
He said "Judging by what he has written, Louis
de Bernières seems to regard the Italians and
the Greeks as inferior races, as many British
people did during the time of the empire." 

There has been a massive influx of tourists onto
the island following the hype of the film and book. But
Dionisis Georgatos, the governor of Cephalonia has
dismissed de Bernières's book as "reactionary and
wrong". Nobody, he says, wants to benefit from the
film "if it distorts our history - we had many deaths,
houses were burned, people hanged in the streets. It
is very sensitive. De Bernières clearly used British
sources from that time and, of course, they had the
role of invaders." 

Liberated

Greece was the only country liberated from the
Nazis where British forces fought the resistance after
the German withdrawal. De Bernières claims in the
novel that the left wing resistance movement ELAS
and its million-strong political umbrella group, EAM,
had no legitimacy and were brutal oppressors of the
population. But EAM had two million members out of
a total population of seven million.

De Bernieres is silent about the terror that fol-
lowed the British occupation. They launched a civil
war to crush the resistance fighters and hand over
power to a monarchy.

De Bernieres says nothing about  the incorpora-
tion of the Nazis' detested Greek collaborators into
the post war political system or the criminalisation of
ELAS while collaborators received pensions. He
simply ignores the mass internment, exile and killing
of tens of thousands of left-wing activists.

And nowhere is there any reflection of the genuine
democracy of self-government in the areas liberated
by the resistance, of the fact that women were given
the vote for the first time in Greek history.

De Bernieres also ignores the part played by
ELAS in rescuing Greek Jews from transportation to
the Nazi death camps.

But what truly wounds the Greeks is the implica-
tion that they did nothing to try and help the captured
Italian soldiers, and the hanging of a local woman in
the film by the resistance is a falsehood.

Corelli befriends a "good Nazi" from the German
garrison. We are supposed to think he is a decent
sort, but then he starts talking about the "scientific"
supremacy of the Aryan race, we are reminded of
what Nazism is all about.

Refused

After Mussolini declared an armistice with the
allies, Italian troops on the island refused to surren-
der themselves or their arms to the Germans and
attacked them when they landed on September 13,
1943, fighting bitterly for 10 days.

Overwhelmed, more than 9,000 Italian soldiers on
Cephalonia were either massacred on Hitler's per-
sonal orders or drowned as they were deported by
ship. Pampaloni himself was shot in the neck. This
mutiny against the Fascists and Nazis was no small
act.

But Italian troops are portrayed in the film as
harmless buffoons more interested in wine, women
and lots of song than the fascist invading army that
they were. The Italians butchered a third population
of Libya during the war. Why is Hollywood dressing
up Fascism in a sanitised way? 

This is a beautiful film to look at, Cruz and Hurt
are superb, and should be in the running come
Oscars time.

But the breathtaking historical revisionism and
cheap racial stereotyping of the novel and film has
offended many Greeks socialists. For that reason it
should offend us too.

in my
view

book

Reasons to be cheerful

MICHAEL FRANTI 
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Hilarious anecdotes fill the
book such as the putting for-
ward of a fake candidate in
class council elections or
picking up a pair of unattend-
ed shoes at the Brixton riots
for which he later gets arrest-



O F FI CI A L S  I N
D u bli n C or p or ati o n
h a v e  a c k n o wl-
e d g e d t h at t h er e i s
a n  e xt r e m el y  l o w
r at e  of  p a y m e nt  of
t h e  bi n  c h ar g e s  i n
t h e D u bli n ar e a.

At  t h e  l ast  c o u n cil
m e eti n g  t h e  cit y  m a n-
a g er  s ai d  t h at  of  t h e
8 0, 0 0 0 bills s e nt o ut t o
h o u s e h ol d s  i n  t h e
D u bli n  C or p or ati o n
ar e a, l ess  t h a n  1, 8 0 0
h a v e b e e n p ai d. 

T h at  l e a v es  a  n o n-
p a y m e nt  r at e  of  o v er
9 7 %. 

B ur e a u cr at s
B ut  t h e  b ur e a u cr ats

i n  t h e  C or p or ati o n
w er e e x p e cti n g t h at b y
n o w  at  l e ast  2 5 %  of
t h e  bills  w o ul d  h a v e
b e e n p ai d. 

T h e  fir st  i n st all-
m e nt  is  d u e  b y  3 0t h
J u n e. A n d  alr e a d y  t h e
si g ns  ar e  t h at  t h er e  is
m a s si v e  r ej e cti o n  of

t his d o u bl e t a x.
O v er  4, 5 0 0  p e o pl e

h a v e  f or m all y  writt e n
t o  t h e  C or p o  s a yi n g
t h e y  w o nt  p a y  a n d
t h e y  c a n’t  p a y  a n
“ u nj ust d o u bl e t a x ”. 

B y  n o w  t h e  c or p o-
r ati o n  ar e  s p e n di n g
m or e  o n  s e n di n g  o ut
t h e  bills  t h a n  t h e y  ar e
g etti n g b a c k. 

T h e y  ar e  f a ci n g  a
a d mi ni str ati v e  ni g ht-
m ar e  a n d  a  p oliti c al
f ail ur e o n t his iss u e.

T
H E D E F E A T of
t h e  p oli ti c al
e s t a bli s h m e n t

o v e r  t h e  Ni c e T r e a t y
h a s  o p e n e d  m aj o r
o p p o r t u ni ti e s  f o r
s o ci ali s t s.

T h e  m e di a  h a v e
f o c u s s e d o n t h e G r e e n s
a n d  Si n n  F ei n  a s  t h e
m aj o r  b e n efi ci a ri e s  of
t h e  N o  v o t e  b u t  b o t h
t h e s e  p a r ti e s  h a v e  n o t
r ul e d  o u t  a  c o ali ti o n

wi t h  t h e  ri g h t  wi n g
p a r ti e s.

J o h n G o r ml e y of t h e
G r e e n s h a s o p e nl y c a n-
v a s s e d  f o r  a  R ai n b o w-
s t yl e  c o ali ti o n  wi t h
Fi n e  G a el  af t e r  t h e
n e x t  el e c ti o n  w hil e
Si n n  F ei n’s  M a r ti n
M c G ui n e s s  h a s  a r g u e d
t h a t  c o ali ti o n  will
b e c o m e  a n  o p ti o n
w h e n  Si n n  F ei n  g e t
m o r e s e a t s.

If  t hi s  o c c u r r e d, i t
w o ul d  b e  a  t e r ri bl e
b e t r a y al  of  t h e  ri si n g
a n g e r  a n d  mili t a n c y
t h a t i s n o w d e v el o pi n g.

T hi s  i s  all  t h e  m o r e
r e a s o n  w h y  a  s t r o n g
s o ci ali s t  o r g a ni s a ti o n
h a s t o b e b uil t q ui c kl y.

T h e  ri s e  of  t h e  a n ti-
c a pi t ali s t  m o v e m e n t,
Gl o b ali s e  R e si s t a n c e,
a n d  t h e  h u g e  s u p p o r t
f o r  l o c al  o p p o si ti o n  t o

bi n  c h a r g e s  i n  t h e
D u bli n a r e a m a k e s t hi s
p o s si bl e.

T o m e e t t h e n e w si t-
u a ti o n, t h e  S o ci ali s t
W o r k e r s  P a r t y  i s  r e-
o r g a ni si n g  t o  e x p a n d
i t s  o r g a ni s a ti o n  o n  t h e
b a si s of a n a c ti vi s t n e t-
w o r k.

★★ A t  l o c al  l e v el,
a c ti vi s t s  g r o u p s

will  m e e t  t o  di s c u s s
s t r u g gl e s  t h e  a r e
i n v ol v e d  i n  a n d  di s c u s s
c u r r e n t  p oli ti c al  d e v el-
o p m e n t s.

★★ S W P  n e t w o r k s
a r e  al s o  b ei n g

e s t a bli s h e d  i n  w o r k-
pl a c e s  s u c h  a s  D u bli n
B u s a n d i n u ni o n s s u c h
a s I M P A C T.

★★ A t  di s t ri c t  l e v el
t h e  p a r t y  s h all

b e  o r g a ni si n g  a  s e ri e s
of  M a r xi s t  e d u c a ti o n al
f o r a n ti- c a pi t ali s t s.

★★ E a c h m o nt h a w ell-
o r g a ni s e d  p u bli c

m e e ti n g  n e e d s  t o  b e
h el d  i n  m o s t  m aj o r
ci ti e s.

T h e  k e y  t o  t h e  s hif t
i n  t h e  S W P  will  b e
b uil di n g  a  di s t ri b u ti o n
n e t w o r k a r o u n d S o ci al-
ist W or k er.

T h e  p a p e r  di s t ri b u-
ti o n  o r g a ni s e r,  D o n al
M c C a r r y, s a y s “ S o ci alist
W or k er i s  a  vi t al
w e a p o n  i n  t h e  c o mi n g
s t r u g gl e s.

“I t  c a r ri e s  n e w s  o n
h o w  c a m p ai g n  a r e
o r g a ni si n g a t l o c al l e v el
t h a t  y o u  will  n o t  fi n d
a n y w h e r e el s e.

“I t  h a s  t h e  m o s t  u p
t o  d a t e  a n d  c o m p r e-
h e n si v e c o v e r a g e of t h e
a n ti- c a pi t ali s t  m o v e-
m e n t.

“I n  e v e r y  a r e a,  w e
n e e d  a  c e n t r ali s e d  di s-

t ri b u ti o n  ni g h t  w h e r e
m e m b e r s  c o m e  t o-
g e t h e r t o g e t t h e p a p e r
t o t h e n e t w o r k of p e o-
pl e i n t h ei r a r e a.

“ T h e  S W P  a c ti vi s t
m e e ti n g s s h o ul d i d e all y
o c c u r  o n  t h e  s a m e
ni g h t  t h a t  t h e  p a p e r
a r ri v e s.

“ W e  h a v e  a  h u g e
o p p o r t u ni t y  h e r e  a n d
w e  ai m  t o  t a k e  i t  b y
d o u bli n g  t h e  r e g ul a r
b u y e r s f o r o u r p a p e r. ”

P A G E 1 0 S O CI A LI S T W O R K E R

W o r k e r s c r e a t e all t h e
w e al t h i n c a pi t ali s t s o ci-
e t y.  A n e w s o ci e t y c a n
o nl y b e c o n s t r u c t e d w h e n
t h e y c oll e c ti v el y s ei s e
c o n t r ol of t h a t w e al t h a n d
pl a n i t s p r o d u c ti o n a n d
di s t ri b u ti o n.

F O R  R E V O L U TI O N,
N O T R E F O R M
T h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m c a n-
n o t b e r ef o r m e d o u t of
e xi s t e n c e.  P a rli a m e n t
c a n n o t b e u s e d t o e n d t h e
s y s t e m.
T h e c o u r t s a r m y a n d
p oli c e a r e t h e r e t o d ef e n d
t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e c a pi-
t ali s t cl a s s n o t t o r u n
s o ci e t y i n a n e u t r al f a s h-
i o n.
T o d e s t r o y c a pi t ali s m,
w o r k e r s n e e d t o s m a s h
t h e s t a t e a n d c r e a t e a
w o r k e r s’ s t a t e b a s e d o n
w o r k e r s’ c o u n cil s.

F O R R E A L
S O CI A LI S M,  E A S T
A N D W E S T
T h e S W P w el c o m e d t h e
b r e a k- u p of t h e U S S R a n d
t h e e n d of t h e E a s t E u r o-
p e a n di c t a t o r s hi p s. T h e s e
s t a t e s w e r e n o t s o ci ali s t
b u t w e r e r u n b y a s t a t e-
c a pi t ali s t cl a s s.
W e a r e a g ai n s t t h e d o mi-
n a ti o n of t h e gl o b e b y
i m p e ri ali s t p o w e r s a n d w e
o p p o s e t h ei r w a r s. W e a r e
f o r t h e ri g h t of all
n a ti o n s,  E a s t a n d W e s t, t o
s elf- d e t e r mi n a ti o n.

F O R A N E N D T O
A L L O P P R E S SI O N
W e o p p o s e all f o r m s of
o p p r e s si o n w hi c h di vi d e
a n d w e a k e n t h e w o r ki n g
cl a s s. W e a r e f o r f ull
s o ci al, e c o n o mi c a n d
p oli ti c al e q u ali t y f o r
w o m e n.
W e s t a n d f o r: f r e e c o n t r a-
c e p ti o n a n d f r e e, l e g ali s e d
a b o r ti o n a n d t h e ri g h t t o
di v o r c e; t h e c o m pl e t e
s e p a r a ti o n of c h u r c h a n d
s t a t e, a n e n d t o c h u r c h
c o n t r ol o v e r s c h o ol s a n d
h o s pi t al s; a n e n d t o di s-
c ri mi n a ti o n a g ai n s t g a y s
a n d l e s bi a n s; a n e n d t o
r a ci s m a n d a n ti- t r a v ell e r
bi g o t r y.
W e a r g u e f o r w o r ki n g
cl a s s u ni t y i n t h e fi g h t
a g ai n s t o p p r e s si o n.

F O R W O R K E R S’
U NI T Y I N T H E
N O R T H
N o r t h e r n I r el a n d i s a s e c-
t a ri a n s t a t e, p r o p p e d u p
b y t h e B ri ti s h A r m y.
C a t h oli c w o r k e r s a r e s y s-
t e m a ti c all y di s c ri mi n a t e d
a g ai n s t b y t h e s t a t e. T h e
di vi si o n b e t w e e n C a t h oli c
a n d P r o t e s t a n t w o r k e r s
w e a k e n s t h e w h ol e w o r k-
i n g cl a s s.
W o r k e r s’ u ni t y c a n o nl y
b e w o n a n d m ai n t ai n e d i n
a fi g h t t o s m a s h b o t h t h e
N o r t h e r n a n d S o u t h e r n
s t a t e s.
W e s t a n d f o r t h e i m m e di-
a t e wi t h d r a w al of B ri ti s h
t r o o p s. Vi ol e n c e will o nl y
e n d w h e n w o r k e r s u ni t e
i n t h e fi g h t f o r a w o r k e r s’
r e p u bli c.

F O R A FI G H TI N G
T R A D E U NI O N
M O V E M E N T
T r a d e u ni o n s e xi s t t o
d ef e n d w o r k e r s’ i n t e r e s t s.
B u t t h e u ni o n l e a d e r s’
r ol e i s t o n e g o ti a t e wi t h
c a pi t ali s m — n o t t o e n d i t.
W e s u p p o r t t h e l e a d e r s
w h e n t h e y fi g h t b u t
o p p o s e t h e m w h e n t h e y
b e t r a y w o r k e r s. W e s t a n d
f o r i n d e p e n d e n t r a n k a n d
fil e a c ti o n.

F O R A
R E V O L U TI O N A R Y
P A R T Y
T o wi n s o ci ali s m s o ci ali s t s
n e e d t o o r g a ni s e i n a r e v-
ol u ti o n a r y p a r t y. T hi s
p a r t y n e e d s t o a r g u e
a g ai n s t ri g h t- wi n g i d e a s
a n d f o r o v e r t h r o wi n g t h e
s y s t e m. T h e S W P ai m s t o
b uil d s u c h a p a r t y h e r e.

w h e r e  
w e 
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R e f u s e c h ar g e s

C or p or ati o n a d mit s...

9 7 % di d n’t p a y
D u bli n’ s bi n t a x

T h e  C a m p ai g n
A g ai nst  t h e  Bi n  Ta x  i n
D u bli n  h a s  or g a ni s e d
v er y s u c c essf ul m e eti n gs
all o v er t h e cit y. 

I n t h e l ast t w o w e e ks
m e eti n g s  h a v e  t a k e n
pl a c e  i n  R a n el a g h,
H ar ol d s  Cr o s s,  Gl a s-
n e vi n,  B all y m u n,  Kil-
m or e a n d Cr u mli n.

I n  Cr u mli n  o v er  1 2 0
p e o pl e  att e n d e d  t h e
m e eti n g  a n d v ot e d u n a n-
i m o usl y f or a m ass n o n-
p a y m e nt c a m p ai g n. 

A cti vit y
A  l o c al  a cti o n  gr o u p

h as  b e e n  s et  u p  t o  c o or-
di n at e  a cti vit y  ar o u n d
t h e  ar e a. T h er e  is  n o w  a
wi d e n et w or k of a cti vists
i n  t h e  Cr u mli n  ar e a  t o
si g n  u p  m e m b ers  t o  t h e
c a m p ai g n  a n d  distri b ut e
l e afl ets  a n d  p ost ers  a n d
p etiti o ns.

T h e c a m p ai g n is as k-
i n g  h o us e h ol ds  t o  p a y  a
s u bs cri pti o n  of  £ 5  or  £ 3
f or l o w i n c o m e f a mili es. 

T his m o n e y will f or m
t h e  b asis  f or  a  d ef e n c e
f u n d f or a n y b o d y w h o is

t hr e at e n e d  b y  t h e  c or p o
wit h l e g al a cti o n f or n o n-
p a y m e nt of t h e c h ar g es. 

A n y  att e m pt  b y  t h e
c or p o  t o  g o  aft er  us  f or
n o n- p a y m e nt is li k el y t o
b e f urt h er d o w n t h e r o a d.
B ut  it  i s  vit al  t o  g et
or g a nis e d n o w.

T h e  c a m p ai g n  is  als o
or g a ni si n g  a  s eri e s  of

m e eti n g s  a n d  pr ot e st s.
T h e  gr o u p  i n  B all yf er-
m ot, f or e x a m pl e is pl a n-
ni n g  a n ot h er  m aj or
m e eti n g i n t h e ar e a.

At  t h e  l a st  C o u n cil
m e eti n g  a  pi c k et  of
ar o u n d  7 0  c a m p ai g n ers
m et  t h e  c o u n cill or s
att e n di n g  t h e  m e eti n g
a n d h e ar d pl e d g es fr o m a

n u m b er  of  c o u n cill or s
o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  t a x  t o
c o nti n u e  t o  s u p p ort  t h e
c a m p ai g n.

T h e  n e xt  pr ot e st  i s
pl a n n e d  f or  t h e  ni g ht  of
t h e  i n a u g ur ati o n  of  t h e
L or d M a y or. It will t a k e
pl a c e  o n    M o n d a y  J ul y
2 n d  at  6. 3 0 p m  o utsi d e
Cit y H all.

W h a t Y o u C a n D o
W h e n t h e bill s a r ri v e i n y o u r a r e a 

★★
o r g a ni s e  a  p u bli c  m e e ti n g.  T h e  D u bli n  C a m-
p ai g n  A g ai n s t  t h e  Bi n T a x  will  h el p  o r g a ni s e
m e e ti n g s a n d a r e willi n g t o p r o vi d e l e afl e t s,
p o s t e r s a n d s p e a k e r s.

★★
G e t  l e afl e t s  a r o u n d  e v e r y  h o u s e h ol d  e x pl ai n-
i n g  t h e  c a s e  a g ai n s t  p a yi n g  t h e  bi n  t a x  a n d
a r g ui n g f o r a m a s s n o n- p a y m e n t c a m p ai g n.

★★
Si g n  u p  t o  t h e  c a m p ai g n  b y  p a yi n g  t h e  s u b-
s c ri p ti o n of £ 5/ £ 3 ( d e p e n di n g o n y o u r i n c o m e)
a n d h el p b uil d u p a l e g al d ef e n c e f u n d.

★★
S o ci ali st W or k er

1 5 3 - 1 0 . q x d   1 8 / 0 6 / 0 1  1 5 : 1 4   P a g e  1

T h e D u bli n C a m p ai g n A g ai n s t t h e Bi n T a x c a n
c o n t a c t e d  b y  p h o ni n g  0 1-  o r  0 8 7-
.

T h er e  i s  a  h u g e
l e v el  of  a n g er  o n  t his
i s s u e.  M o st  p e o pl e
k n o w  t h at  o n c e  t h e y
ar e  t ol d  t h e y  h a v e  t o
p a y  f or  a  s er vi c e  li k e
r ef us e, it w o nt b e l o n g
b ef or e  t h e y  ar e  b ei n g
t ol d t h e s er vi c e h as t o
pri v atis e d. A n d  r e c e nt
r e p orts  i n  t h e  m e di a
s h o w  t h at  alr e a d y
D u bli n  C or p or ati o n
offi ci al s  ar e  t al ki n g
a b o ut  i n cr e a si n g  t h e
c h ar g es  fr o m  £ 9 5  t o
£ 1 5 0 n e xt y e ar. 
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I S P AT

❏❏ A T H L O N E: C o nt a ct  0 1-
8 7 2 2 6 8 2 f or d et ail s
❏❏ B R A Y: M e et s e v er y
W e d n e s d a y at t h e M a yf air
H ot el at 8. 3 0 p m 
❏❏ B E L F A S T C E N T R A L:
M e et s e v er y T u e s d a y at
8. 3 0 p m i n Kit c h e n B ar, 1 6
Vi ct ori a S q u ar e, n e ar C or n-
m ar k et
❏❏ B E L F A S T S O U T H: M e et s
e v er y W e d n e s d a y at
8. 3 0 p m i n Q u e e n s St u d e nt s
U ni o n  
❏❏ B E L F A S T W E S T ri n g f or
d et ail s 
❏❏ B E L F A S T  Q U E E N S  U NI-
V E R SI T Y W e d n e s d a y s
1 p m,  P et er Fr o g g att C e ntr e
❏❏ C O R K: M e et s e v er y
W e d n e s d a y at 8. 0 0 p m i n
O’ D o n o g h u e’s,  Dr a w bri d g e
St
❏❏ D E R R Y: M e et s e v er y
W e d n e s d a y at 8. 1 5 p m i n
B a d g er s B ar u p st air s,
Or c h ar d St.  
❏❏ D R O G H E D A : M e et s
W e d n e s d a y s 8: 3 0 p m i n
M c H u g h’s P u b St, L a w er-
e n c e s G at e 
❏❏ D U N D A L K M e et s
W e d n e s d a y s 8 p m p h o n e
0 1- 8 7 2 2 6 8 2 f or d et ail s
❏❏ D U N L A O G H AI R E: M e et s
e v er y T h ur s d a y at 8. 3 0 p m
i n t h e C hri sti a n I n stit ut e    
❏❏ D U B LI N A R T A N E /
C O O L O C K: M e et s e v er y
T u e s d a y at 8. 3 0 p m i n
Art a n e / B e a u m o nt R e cr e-
ati o n al C e ntr e ( o p p. Art a n e
C a stl e) 
❏❏ D U B LI N N O R T H C E N-
T R A L: M e et s e v er y W e d n e s-
d a y at 8. 3 0 p m i n C o n w a y s
P u b,  P ar n ell St 
❏❏ D U B LI N B A L L Y F E R-
M O T T: M e et s T u e s 8: 3 0 p m
i n R u b y Fi ni g a n s P u b
❏❏ D U B LI N C A B R A: M e et s
e v er y T h ur s d a y at 8. 3 0 p m
i n A u g hri m St P ari s h H all,
1 3 Pr u s si a St
❏❏ D U B LI N B A L L Y M U N:
M e et s e v er y W e d n e s d a y at
6. 3 0 p m i n B al c urri s R o a d

P h o n e K e vi n o n

 f or d et ail s
❏❏ D U B LI N D U N D R U M:
M e et s e v er y W e d n e s d a y at
8. 3 0 p m i n D u n dr u m F a mil y
R e cr e ati o n C e ntr e 
❏❏ D U B LI N RI A L T O: M e et s
e v er y W e d n e s d a y at
8: 3 0 p m St. A n dr e w s C o m-
m u nit y C e ntr e, S C R 
❏❏ D U B LI N R A T H MI N E S:
M e et s e v er y T h ur s d a y at
8. 3 0 p m d o w n st air s J O’ C o n-
n ell s ( P u b) St h. Ri c h m o n d
Str e et D u bli n 2.
❏❏ D U B LI N S O U T H C E N-
T R A L: M e et s at 8. 3 0 p m
e v er y T u e s d a y u p st air s
B o w e s ( p u b) Fl e et Str e et
D u bli n 2
❏❏ D U B LI N T A L L A G H T:
M e et s e v er y T u e s d a y at
8 p m i n J o b st o w n C o m m u ni-
t y C e ntr e 
❏❏ E N NI S KI L L E N: P h o n e 0 1
- 8 7 2 2 6 8 2 f or d et ail s 
❏❏ G A L W A Y: M e et s e v er y
W e d n e s d a y i n C urr a n s
H ot el, E yr e S q u ar e ( b e si d e
C u b a) 8. 3 0 p m 
❏❏ LI M E RI C K: P h o n e 0 1 -
8 7 2 2 6 8 2 f or d et ail s
❏❏ M A Y N O O T H m e et s T h u s-
d a y l u n c hti m e ri n g
( 0 1) 8 7 2 2 6 8 2 f or d et ail s 
❏❏ S LI G O P h o n e 0 8 7
6 3 2 9 5 1 1 f or d et ail s
❏❏ S W O R D S M e et s T u e s-
d a y s 8 p m S e mi or Citi z e n s
H all 
❏❏ T R A L E E: P h o n e
 f or d et ail s 
❏❏ T RI NI T Y C O L L E G E:
M e et s T h ur s d a y s 7 p m s e e
p o st er s f or d et ail s
❏❏ U C D m e et s W e d n e s d a y s
1 p m s e e p o st er s f or d et ail s
❏❏ W A T E R F O R D: M e et s
e v er y T h ur s d a y at 8 p m i n
t h e A T G W U H all,  K ei z er St. 

S W P a cti vi st
m e eti n g s —
all w el c o m e

W O R K E R S A T
I ri s h  St e el  a r e
a n gr y  at  t h e  w a y
t h e  I n di a n  m ulti-
n ati o n al, I S P A T,
w a nt s t o g et ri d of
t h e m.

T h e y  d e m a n d e d c ost
s a vi n gs  fr o m  t h e  u ni o ns
b ut  all  al o n g  t h e y  w er e
g etti n g r e a d y t o cl os e.

O n  t h e  w e e k  b ef or e
t h e f or m al a n n o u n c e m e nt
w as  m a d e, t h e  c o m p a n y
t ur n e d  a w a y  a  c o nsi g n-
m e nt  of  m a g n esi u m  f or
t h e pl a nt.

A s s et

I S P A T h as a r e p ut ati o n
f or  b ei n g  ass et  stri p p ers
a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
h el p e d  al o n g  b y  s u c c es-
si v e  g o v er n m e nt s  w h o
ar e p us hi n g pri v atis ati o n.

Iris h  St e el  w as  ori gi-
n all y a st at e o w n e d pl a nt
b ut w as s ol d t o I S P A T f or
a m er e £ 1.

T h e y  w er e  als o  gi v e n
a  £ 2 0  milli o n  s w e et e n er
t o  t a k e  t h e  c o m p a n y  off
g o v er n m e nt h a n ds

T h e c o m p a n y ar e n o w
sitti n g  o n  t o p  of  a  v al u-
a bl e  l a n d  b a n k  i n  C or k
H ar b o ur  a n d  H a ul b o w-
li n e.

T h e y  h a v e  alr e a d y
s ol d a 3 0 a cr e sit e t o t h e

B el gi a n w ast e i n ci n er at or
c o m p a n y, I n d a v er, f or  a
r e p ut e d £ 7 milli o n.

T h er e  h a v e  als o  b e e n
h u g e  pr o bl e m s  i n  t h e
pl a nt  o v er  h e alt h  a n d

s af et y,  wit h  o n e  w or k er
d yi n g t h er e r e c e ntl y.

Iri s h  St e el  w or k er s
s h o ul d  n ot  l et  t his  m ulti-
n ati o n als w al k a w a y fr o m
t h e  pl a nt.  T h e y  s h o ul d

t a k e  milit a nt  a cti o n  a n d
m o u nt  a  p oliti c al  c a m-
p ai g n t o d e m a n d t h at t h e
Iris h st at e fi n d t h e m j o bs
t o r e pl a c e t h os e t h at t h e y
t hr e w a w a y.

T H E r eli a n c e of t h e
C elti c  Ti g er  o n  U S
i n v e st m e nt  i s  l e a d-
i n g  t o  a  ri si n g  t oll
of r e d u n d a n ci e s.

★ M or e  t h a n  4 0 0
j o b s ar e  t hr e at-

e n e d  i n  D u n d al k  aft er
X er o x  s u d d e nl y
a n n o u n c e d t h at t h e y w er e
s cr a p pi n g  t h eir  i n kj et
pri nti n g  f a cilit y.  D uri n g
Cli nt o n’s  visit,  D u n d al k
w as  h el d  u p  as  a  s h o w-
pi e c e  f or  h o w  U S  m ulti-

n ati o n al s  c o ul d  ‘ h el p’
Ir el a n d.

★ J o bs c uts ar e als o
p ossi bl e  i n  N or-

t el, t h e C a n a di a n t el e c o m
gi a nt  aft er  it  a n n o u n c e d
t h at 1 0, 0 0 0 of its w or k ers
w er e  t o  b e  s a c k e d  o n  a
gl o b al b asis.

★ I n  D u n g ar va n,
t h e  gi a nt  dr u g

c o m p a n y  Gl a x o S mit h-
Kli n e  h a v e  s a c k e d  1 0 4
w or k ers

★ I n  Wexf or d, 1 2 0
p e o pl e h a v e b e e n

l et  g o  i n We xf or d We a v-
i n g.

M e a n w hil e  t h e  b uil d-
i n g b oss es, t h e C o nstr u c-
ti o n  I n d ustr y  F e d er ati o n
h a v e dr a m ati c all y r e vis e d
d o w n w ar ds  t h eir  gr o wt h
pr e di cti o ns  fr o m  7  p er-
c e nt  t o  2  p er c e nt, as  t h e
C elti c Ti g er  l o o ks  s h a ki-
er.

I n  e v er y  r e d u n d a n c y
sit u ati o n w or k ers ar e t ol d
t o  m e e kl y  a c c e pt  t h eir
l ot, l e st  t h e y  s c ar e  off
i n v est m e nt. B ut t h e s c al e
of  t h e  r e c essi o n  t h at  is
n o w  l o o mi n g  i n  t h e  U S
m a k es  n o ns e ns e  of  t his
a p pr o a c h.

T h e  u ni o n s  s h o ul d
e n c o ur a g e  w or k er s  t o
t a k e  milit a nt  a cti o n  s o
t h at  m ulti- n ati o n al s  ar e
n ot  all o w e d  t o  wit h dr a w
e a sil y  aft er  b e n efiti n g
fr o m  l o w  w a g es  a n d  t a x
c uts t h at h a v e h el p e d r u n
d o w n o ur p u bli c s er vi c es.

E a c h  of  t h es e  c o m p a-
ni es h as i m p ort a nt ass ets.
W or k ers  s h o ul d  c o nsi d er
sit-i ns at t h es e pl a nts. 

T h e e x p eri e n c e of t his
t a cti c  i n  Cl o n d al ki n
P a p er Mills i n t h e p ast is
t h at it c a n pr o vi d e a b asis
f or  m o u nti n g  a  p oliti c al
c a m p ai g n t o f or c e a g o v-
er n m e nt t o pr o vi d e j o bs.

Aft er  all  if  t h e y  h a v e
s p e nt  t h e  p a st  d e c a d e
s u b si di n g  c a pit al, t h e y
s h o ul d  n o w  b e  t ol d  t o
l o o k aft er t h e w or k ers.

J o b c ut s o n t h e ri s e

b y a T e s c o
w or k er

T E S C O st aff h a v e
b all ott e d  9 3  p er-
c e nt  i n  f a v o ur  of
p u r s ui n g  st ri k e
a cti o n  a g ai n st
t h eir c o m p a n y.

T h e y ar e stri ki n g
f or  b ett er  p a y  a n d
s hift  pr e mi u m s, a s
w ell  a s  ot h e r
i s s u e s s u c h a s t h e
i n a d e q u a c y  of  t h e
p e n si o n  s c h e m e,
a n d  i n cr e a si n g  d e-
m a n d s  f or  pr o d u c-
ti vit y fr o m w or k er s
b y m a n a g e m e nt.

W o r k e r’ s at
T e s c o’ s  h a v e  t o  f a c e
t h e  l o w e st  w a g e s  i n
t h e  r et ail  s e ct o r  i n
Ir el a n d,  wit h a n e ntr y
l e v el w a g e of £ 4. 8 6.

T hi s i s a c o m p a n y
t h at  m a d e  o v e r  £ 1
billi o n  p r ofit  l a st
y e ar.

A s  w ell  m a n y
w o r k e r s  h a v e  s e e n
t h eir  h o ur s  r e str u c-
t u r e d  i n  a  m a n n e r
w hi c h  m a k e s  t h e m
w o r k  l o n g e r  a n d
h a r d e r  f o r  t h ei r
m o n e y.

C o m p a n y

If p e o pl e l e av e t h e
c o m p a n y  t h e y  a r e
oft e n  n ot  r e pl a c e d
a n d  t h e  r e m ai ni n g
w or k er s h a v e t o b e ar
t h e e xtr a l o a d.

E a c h  d e p a rt m e nt
i s  h a vi n g  it s  l a b o ur
h o ur s  c ut.It  m e a n s
t h e r e  i s  a  g r e at e r
s q u e e z e p ut o n t h eir
st aff ”  o n e  w o r k e r
e x pl ai n e d.

T h e  u ni o n,  M A N-
D A T E,  h a s a d o pt e d a

str at e g y  of  e s c al at-
i n g stri k e s.

T h e s e  will  b e gi n
of t h e J u n e 2 9t h wit h
a o n e d a y stri k e, f ol-
l o w e d  b y  a n ot h e r
o n e  d a y  st ri k e  t h e
f oll o wi n g w e e k.

Aft e r  t hi s  t h e
stri k e will b e e s c al at-
e d f urt h er if m a n a g e-
m e nt  h a s  n ot  gi v e n
a n a c c e pt a bl e off er.

W e  will  n e e d  t o
e s c al at e  q ui c kl y
b e c a u s e  m a n a g e-
m e nt  h a v e  a    pr ett y
s m u g  attit u d e  at  t h e
m o m e nt. T h e y  will
p r o b a bl y  s h ut  t h e
s h o p d o w n o n Fri d a y
b ut  t h e n  h o p e  t o
r e c o v e r  b u si n e s s
n e xt d a y.

W e  n e e d  t o  hit
t h e m  h ar d  fr o m  a n
e arl y st a g e.

R ej e ct e d

T h e  e x e c uti v e  of
t h e  u ni o n  h a v e
al r e a d y  r ej e ct e d  a n
off e r  f r o m  T e s c o’ s
w hi c h  r ai s e d  t h e
e ntr y  l e v el  w a g e s  t o
j u st b el o w D u n n e s.

T h e off er di d n ot h-
i n g  f o r  t h e  hi g h e r
gr a d e s  u nl e s s  t h er e
w a s  m aj o r  c o n c e s-
si o n s i n pr o d u cti vit y.

T h e  i m pli c ati o n s
of  t hi s  stri k e  e xt e n d
b e y o n d T e s c o s. M a n-
d at e  h o p e s  t o  u s e
t hi s  stri k e  t o  bri n g
h o m e  t h e  r e alit y  of
s h o p w or k b ei n g o n e
of  t h e  m o st  mi s er-
a bl y  p ai d  s e ct or s  i n
t hi s c o u ntr y.

A n d  it  will  h el p  t o
ri d  t h e  s h o p s  of  t h e
s c o ur g e of l o w p a y.

T e s c o

9 3 % v ot e
f or stri k e

T h e  n e wl y-f o r m e d
S o ci ali s t  E n vi r o n-
m e n t al  Alli a n c e
p oll e d w ell i n c o u n-
cil  el e c ti o n s  i n
D e r r y a n d B elf a s t.

T h e r es ults i n D e rr y
w e r e  2 2 8  ( 3. 5 %)  f o r
S h a u n a  D e e r y  i n  Cit y-
si d e  w a r d, 2 7 4  ( 2. 5 %)
f o r  C ol m  B r y c e  i n
N o rt hl a n d, a n d  6 3  f o r
Bill  We bst e r  i n  Wat e r-
si d e. I n  B elf ast, B a r b a r a
M ul d o o n g ot 1 2 8 ( 1. 2 %)
i n L a g a n b a n k.

T h es e  r es ults w e r e  a
s oli d  a c hi e v e m e nt  f o r  a
g r o u p  t h at  h a d  o nl y  b e e n
est a blis h e d  f o r  a r o u n d  si x
w e e ks.

T h e l o c al el e cti o ns o n 7

J u n e  c oi n ci d e d  wit h West-
mi n st e r  el e cti o n s  a n d
r e n e w e d  i nst a bilit y  i n  t h e
p e a c e  p r o c e s s,  w hi c h
m e a nt i nt e nsifi e d c o m p eti-
ti o n  b et w e e n  t h e  f o u r
m ai n p a rti es a n d t h e r ef o r e
l ess of a n o p e ni n g f o r p a r-
ti es  st a n di n g  o utsi d e  t h e
t w o t r a diti o ns.

T h e  r e s ult s  c o m p a r e
f a v o u r a bl y  wit h  r e c e nt
v ot es f o r ot h e r p a rti es.

R a di c al

T h e v ot es i n D e rr y f o r
S h a u n a  D e e r y  a n d  C ol m
B r y c e  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  as
f o r t h e W o m e n’s C o aliti o n
i n t h e 1 9 9 7 l o c al el e cti o ns,
o n  a  m u c h  m o r e  r a di c al
pl atf o r m  a n d  wit h o ut  t h e
m u c h hi g h e r p u bli c p r ofil e.

I n L a g a n b a n k i n B elf ast t h e
fi el d  w a s  m u c h  m o r e
c r o w d e d wit h t h e G r e e ns,
W o r k e r s  P a rt y  a n d
W o m e n’s  C o aliti o n  all
st a n di n g i n t h e s a m e w a r d.

C a m p ai g ni n g

T h e  S E A g r o u p s  i n
D e r r y  a n d  B elf a st  h a v e
v ot e d t o c o nti n u e aft e r t h e
el e cti o ns  as  a  c a m p ai g ni n g
c o aliti o n a n d l o o k at st a n d-
i n g i n f ut u r e el e cti o ns.

“I n  b ot h  D e r r y  a n d
B elf ast, t h e  e x p e ri e n c e  of
r u n ni n g  i n  t h e  el e cti o n s
w as  f a nt asti c,”  s ai d  C ol m
B r y c e.

“I n  b ot h  C at h oli c  a n d
P r ot est a nt a r e as t h e r e is a
r e al d esi r e f o r p utti n g cl ass
p oliti cs  fi rst  a n d  c h all e n g-

i n g t h e bi g b usi n ess a g e n d a
of t h e m ai n p a rti es.

“ We st a rt e d wit h q uit e
m o d est  e x p e ct ati o ns, b ut
i n  t h e  s h o rt  ti m e  w e  h a d
w e  r e all y  p ut  r a di c al  l eft-
wi n g  p oliti cs  b a c k  o n  t h e
m a p  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o
w a s  i n v ol v e d  w a s  v e r y
p r o u d of h a vi n g d o n e t h at.” 

T h e  p ri v ati s ati o n  of
p u bli c  s e r vi c es, u n d e r  t h e
P ri v at e Fi n a n c e I niti ati v e, is
s et  t o  b e  a  m aj o r  b attl e
g r o u n d i n b ot h B rit ai n a n d
N o rt h e r n  I r el a n d, a n d  t h e
S E A  i nt e n d s  t o  c o n c e n-
t r at e o n o p p osi n g it.

All  f o u r  m aj o r  u ni o nist
a n d  n ati o n alist  p a rti es  at
St o r m o nt a g r e e wit h usi n g
P FI  i n  e d u c ati o n, h os pit als
a n d p u bli c t r a ns p o rt.

★★ T h e Ol d H e a d of Ki n s al e e nj o y e d f o r g e n e r a-
ti o n s b y w al k e r s, p e o pl e fi s hi n g, r o c k cli m b e r s

a n d  bi r d w a t c h e r s, i s  n o w  cl o s e d  t o  t h e  p u bli c  b y
t h e o w n e r s of t h e n e w e x cl u si v e g olf c o u r s e.

H o w e v e r s o m e p e o pl e r ef u s e t o t a k e t hi s l yi n g
d o w n.  O n  S u n d a y  J ul y  1 s t  b e t w e e n  2  a n d  6  p m
t h e r e will b e a p e o pl e’s pi c ni c o n t h e Ol d H e a d of
Ki n s al e.  H u n d r e d s  of  p e o pl e  will  si m pl y  w al k
t h e r e a n d pi c ni c t h e r e. I t will b e a d e m o n s t r a ti o n
of p e o pl e p o w e r a g ai n s t t h e n a r r o w- mi n d e d n e s s
of t h e Ol d H e a d’s n e w o w n e r s.

B ri n g  g o o d  will  a  pi c ni c  b a s k e t, s o m e  f ri e n d s
a n d f a mil y,  m u si c al i n s t r u m e n t s if y o u h a v e t h e m.
B e t h e r e f o r t h e fi r s t of m a n y.  D e t ail s: 0 8 6- 3 0 3 9 9 4 5

N E T W O R K t e ch ni-
ci a n s  i n  t h e  E S B
ar e  d u e  t o  b e  b al-
l ot e d  o n  a  n e w
P A C T  a g r e e m e nt
t h at r e s ult s dir e ctl y
fr o m  t h e  t hr e at  of
pri v ati s ati o n.

J ust as i n t h e Ni c e r ef-
er e n d u m, t h e w or k ers ar e
b ei n g  t ol d  b ut  t h at  t h e y
h a v e  n o  c h oi c e  b ut  t o
a c c e pt  t h e  d e-r e g ul ati o n
of t h e el e ctri cit y i n d ustr y
a n d s o m ust c h a n g e t h eir
w or k  pr a cti c e s  s o  t h at
t h e y ar e “ c o m p etiti v e ”.

Aft er  t h eir  d ef e at  i n
t h e  l ast  b all ot,  m a n a g e-
m e nt  ar e  n o w  c ar ef ull y
pr e p ari n g  t o  wi n  a  Yes
v ot e.

M a n g er s  h a v e  b e e n
t ol d  t o  i nf or m all y  bri ef
t h eir  st aff  e v e n  b ef or e
t h e  iss u e  is  dis c uss e d  at
u ni o n l e v els. 

T h e y  ar e  als o  or g a n-
is e d  t o  g et  “ d ail y  f e e d-
b a c ks  o n  t h e  li k eli h o o d

of  t h e  b all ot  b ei n g  s u c-
c essf ul ”.

T h e  t o p  l e v el  of  t h e
u ni o ns a n d t h e m a n a g ers
ar e  w or ki n g  cl o s el y  t o
p us h t hr o u g h t his d e al.

B ut if it g o es t hr o u g h
t h e N et w or k Te c h ni ci a ns
will  s uff er  o n  a  n u m b er
of fr o nts
■ T h e  d e al  gi v e s  t h e
m a n a g e m e nt a fr e e h a n d
t o  bri n g  i n  c o ntr a ct
l a b o ur. T his will h el p r u n
d o w n  p er m a n e nt  j o b s
a n d cr e at e n e w di visi o ns
i n t h e w or kf or c e.
■  W or k er s  will  b e
f or c e d i nt o t y p es of t e a m
w or ki n g w h er e t h er e is a
t e n d e n c y  t o  p ut  h u g e
pr ess ur e o n e a c h ot h er t o
m e et  pr o d u cti vit y  t ar-
g ets. 
■  T h e y  will  h a v e  t o
m e et p erf or m a n c e t ar g ets
a n d  f a c e  m or e  m o nit or-
i n g b y m a n a g e m e nt.

A r es o u n di n g N o v ot e
o n t h e P A C T w o ul d b e a

E S B

P A C T w o ul d m e a n
c o ntr a ct e d o ut w or k

g o o d f oll o w o n fr o m t h e
Ni c e r ef er e n d u m.
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S o ci ali st
W or k er

F or a W or k er s’ R e p u bli c a n d I nt er n ati o n al S o ci ali s m       5 0 p

P E O P L E A C R O S S E ur o p e
a r e  p r e p a ri n g  f o r  w h at
l o o k s  li k el y  t o  b e  t h e
bi g g e st  d e m o n st r ati o n
E u r o p e  h a s  e v e r  s e e n
a g ai n st  t h e  b a n k er s  a n d
p oliti ci a n s  w h o  s u c k  t h e
T hir d W orl d dr y.

T h e l e a d ers of t h e ei g ht ri c h-
est  c o u ntri es  i n  t h e  w orl d  will
m e et i n G e n o a, It al y, fr o m 2 0 t o
2 2 J ul y at t h e G 8 s u m mit.  T h e y
ar e g oi n g t o st a y i n l u x ur y y a c hts
i n  t h e  h ar b o ur  t o  tr y  a n d  k e e p
a w a y fr o m pr ot est ors. 

C a n c ell e d

Aft er  S e attl e, Pr a g u e,  Ni c e  a n d
G ot h e n b ur g  o ur  r ul ers  ar e  r u n ni n g
s c ar e d.  T h e y  c a n c ell e d  a  W orl d
B a n k m e eti n g i n S p ai n o n t h e t hr e at
of pr ot est.

T h e y  ar e  ri g ht  t o  b e  w orri e d.
T h e y  will  f a c e  a  w a v e  of  pr ot est
fr o m  d e bt  c a m p ai g n er s, e n vir o n-
m e nt ali st s, a nti- c a pit ali st s, tr a d e
u ni o ns a n d ot h ers. 

At  t h e  G 8  s u m mits, t h e  gl o b al
r ul ers  d e ci d e  t h e  dir e cti v es  t o  t h e
I nt er n ati o n al  M o n et ar y  F u n d  (I M F)
a n d  t h e  W orl d  B a n k, t h e  or g a nis a-
ti o n s  t h at  i m p o s e  t h e  " str u ct ur al
a dj u st m e nt  pr o gr a m m e s "  w hi c h
i n cr e as e  p o v ert y  i n  t h e  d e v el o pi n g
w orl d. 

T h e l e a d ers of t h e ri c h est n ati o ns
h a v e  t h e  p o w er  t o  t ell  t h e  I M F  a n d
W orl d B a n k t o writ e off t hir d w orl d
d e bt.  B ut  t h e y  r ef us e  b e c a us e  t h e y
w a nt  t o  r et ai n  p o w er  o v er  t h e  p o or
c o u ntri es' e c o n o mi es.

S oli d arity pri c e £ 1     

i n si d e

G et or g a ni s e d t o

S H U T 

T H E  G 8 l e a d er s  pr e-
si d e  o v e r  a    w o rl d
w h e r e  milli o n s  a r e
c h ai n e d i n p o v ert y.

● O v er 1. 2 billi o n p e o pl e
i n  t h e  w orl d  ar e  i n  e xtr e m e
p o v ert y, li vi n g o n l ess t h a n $ 1
a d a y.

● I n  s u b- S a h ar a n  Afri c a
o v er  h alf  t h e  p o p ul ati o n
str u g gl e t o s ur vi v e b el o w t h e
p o v ert y li n e.

At  t h e  s a m e  ti m e, t h e  v er y
w orl d  l e a d er s  w h o  t al k  of
" p o v ert y r e d u cti o n " ar e r ef usi n g
t o  off er  ai d  a n d  fi n a n ci al  assis-
t a n c e t o d e v el o pi n g c o u ntri es.

A W orl d  B a n k  r e p ort, s h o ws
ai d  fr o m  ri c h  West er n  c o u ntri es
t o  t h e  p o or e st  r e gi o n  of  t h e
w orl d, s u b- S a h ar a n  Afri c a, f ell
dr a m ati c all y d uri n g t h e 1 9 9 0s.  

Ai d  f ell  fr o m  £ 2 2  p er  p ers o n
i n 1 9 9 0 t o £ 1 3 p er p ers o n i n 1 9 9 8. 

C h ai n e d i n
P o v er t y
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●● J o M a n g a n
— Fi s h a m bl e

T h e atr e
C o m p a n y

W e ar e
i n u n d at e d wit h
m e s s a g e s fr o m
b u si n e s s e s
o v ert a n d
s u bli mi n al, all
d a y a n d e v er y
d a y. I a m si c k of
t h e w orl d b ei n g
d o mi n at e d b y

i ntr u si v e l o g o s. M or e p o siti v el y, t h e ' n o'
v ot e a g ai n st Ni c e h a s r e all y m a d e m e
f e el t h at I a m n ot r a nti n g i n a v a c u u m.
N o w I f e el it' s t h e ti m e t o e n g a g e m or e,
t o e x c h a n g e i nf or m ati o n, t o l e ar n m or e
a n d tr y t o d o s o m et hi n g a b o ut t h e st at e
of t h e w orl d.

●● E a m o n n
Cr u d d e n —

Vi d e o m a k er.

I w e nt t o
Pr a g u e l a st
y e ar at r e all y
s h ort n oti c e
a n d e n d e d u p
fil mi n g a l o n g
d o c u m e nt ar y.
S o m eti m e s I
f e el p e o pl e ar e
g oi n g t o G e n o a
f or t h e cr a c k,

b ut fr o m m y e x p eri e n c e g oi n g t o a n
e v e nt li k e Pr a g u e w a s li k e att e n di n g
U ni v er sit y. It w a s a mi n d- b e n di n g
l e ar ni n g e x p eri e n c e.

●● Fi o n a ní c
E o c h ai d h —
Gl u ai s e a c ht

I w a s arr e st e d
i n S c otl a n d f or
pr ot e sti n g
a g ai n st n u cl e ar
s u b m ari n e s,
c o mi n g fr o m
t h at w e f o u n d
t h at 1 8
c o m p a ni e s i n
t h e S o ut h m a d e

milit ar y c o m p o n e nt s. I w a nt t o r ai s e
a w ar e n e s s of t h e s e ki n d s of i s s u e s a n d
b e p art of a d e b at e a b o ut s ol uti o n s a n d
h o w t o p ut t h e m i nt o a cti o n.

V oi c e s o f
r e si s t a n c e

D O W N

T h e b attl e of
G ot h e n b ur g ——  PP AA GG EE  44

— P A G E S 6 & 7

Fr e n c h a nti- c a pit ali st
J o s é B o v é i nt er vi e w e d
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