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OUR GRIENTATION TO THE BEPURLIGAN MOVEVENG

Introduction-* cr L e v et g sl g ®

The general line of thlS document is moved as an addition (addendum)
to the resolution on Tasks & Persoectives adopted by the National
Committee.’
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A) Sinn Fein s Turn to the Left°
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Anti—imnerialist nolitics today ‘are dominated by Sinn Féin's turn to the
left. 'Since November 1979, when the National H-Block/Armagh Campaion
(NHRAC) ‘was founded, 'a new relationship of forces has heen’ ‘astablished
within:theé;anti-imperialist vanquard. Under the impact of the NHRAC'S
gains, SF has consciously made important advances. Compared with
the 1970s, Sinn F&in-now s&ands for:
* A broader acceptance of the need for nnited action on soecific _

‘issues, even where this means co-oneration with forces hostile

: to the national 1iberation struqqle.

* Greater 1nvo1vement in the trade unions, more. attention to social
and economic¢ igsnes;’ ﬁlaﬂhed*le&deﬁﬁhiﬁ’éprafﬁicuiar struqgles
(e.g. the Dublin communities fight aqainst the drug pushers,
active support for the travellers)

Ty wRore: - - - approach to
* A/consﬁructive / electoral campaigns.
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Greatef programmatic clarity o' the women®s:” libe&atien mbvéuent.
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Sinn rein has grown significantly, It is more attractive to laft ‘wing
militants. This includes: PD!s-ranks, and periphery. We must project
a new strateqic orientation.“w“

B) The g-glgcgjéxgagh Strqule.,

g bﬁ%js’of the reouh;iean mbvehent 18’ the” nationa?fatzhﬁqlee<r‘ O Rhe

111 be" egféégive hy advotating it bebomés hroadet. *waopt'tatian

én eft/tight!” divisions 'Ieadina“to‘a snlit*“ g Tl bogdn ARLAT M
18" therbtore a’ ' qang erous ahd Ftile diversibn. ~The o7
e%olp ionfof the” *¢it ht ‘Proves and "la¥t® vEficials’ d?ﬁef‘the 1970
spiit 8" proo%’of thg IR a very ‘andeveloped way the republican
movement’ ‘shows the’ necessary class  alliance’ for viétoty of the” Irish
socialist’revolution --an “allianda” Fetween” the workihg elass whd"shall
farmers.  The dlfFizulty noW' isthat theé'alliance is too small, that
the workina class does not have sufficient programmatic leadership,
and that the republican movement cannot g}one huild this necessary g
alliance. T s g
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There is a basis for ultra-leftist anti—parli.amentarism ginn Eéin s,
longrstanding commitment .to ;bstentionism makes them

vulnerable. The slow down in Sinn Féin's elactoral dAvance tig!

fertile aground for a firming un on the "ahstentionist nrincinle”.

It is also a :ecipp for deeoenina t e divisions ﬁetwdéﬁ'fhb“vaaaaard‘“
and the masses. Worée, it leaves thé§e who'see the: fatility of"*fij;*

abstentionism with niaghtmare choice of support: for ontfits like ATE
Labour/WP/DSP (in the worst cases) or radical. indépen&en? leftisté ’
like Tony Gregory (in the hest cases), . At oL

{ii) Gerry:Adams' ~decision to. boycott. "estmins;or is_ wgonq..w ;
Bernadptte Maekliskey and Frank MacManus’ ‘made much’ more” etfectivefu g
of their, parliamentary: seats by attending and oubliciy hartas 1ﬁgr
the-British government at every-opportin 1£y.,,??"‘§é§s to éoncb@ir ie;
much more. of 4$§,propagandakon this } 'é. S TR § 2k oy S ‘l.

(iii)\fﬁinn*Féin, at—present is. féighed @o%h by~ 1té past on thik {‘
issue, o 1f .me« { >an§}ysg tgﬁdpe¢§ ation on how quickly: 353924
the. party: is. likely to change; : ates on abstentionism End mﬁ:itarhm
can be put on the long finger. But the bbjedtive erisis of! Ehé 71
partit;oned stateletﬁ deménds a quickek aﬁsweta quA“;” L% i D3HX zv oy
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Repression: ié;éaéémw,qmliwvewmaeﬁgre t,hg gune 1983 pg ;
many events made the: SDLP wulnerahle  Sinn Efin: B >3 s ¢
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* Dominic McGlinchey was pxtradited from Soutﬁ to ﬁorﬁh
(After the June 1983 poll Seamus Shannon was, handed over to the
RUC also)

* Judge Gibson made a very nrovocative acquittal of the "shoot to

kill" RUC murderers of Roddy Carroll and Seamus Grew,
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ENTATION TO THE REPUBLICAM MOVEMENT.....3

The New Ireland Forum -- the SDLP's much toﬁted '1ifeiihe’»#4q
was a shambles.

The limitations of "ballot-bhox in one hand, an armalite in the other"”
have been cruelly exrosed. Following the NHBAC's winding -up,

the mass movement was demobilized. In the months leading up to the

EEC poll the IRA organized attacks on the imperialist forces every week.
More recently we have seen the very unwelcome return of car-bombing

in nationalist areas (in Newry's main shopping district) and the
attempt to blow up the British Tory Cabinet at Rrighton.

This runs against the need for mass moblllzatlon. Followinq the plastic
bullet murder of John Downes in August Sinn F@in participated

in new mass mobilizations, but in a half-hearted and inconsistent manner.
Sinn Féin have even converted the Armagh strip-search camvaign into a
front for thomselves.“ Ye are speino the end oF a -

Eafn§:~ Various Elang,“1Ecluﬁlﬁd—dgrfv“Aﬁaﬁq Eaﬁ+?oﬁs_cflfialgm§ -

of certain IRA actions, show that sections of ‘the renuhlican movement's
leadershln recalize new initiatives are necessarv. o

D) EaEi_QnEl_LibSrit}_PE Front/Anti-Imperialist United Front

(i) An overall altnrnatlva is needed. The fight for an Anti-Tmnerialist
Yorkers' Party (AIWP) can bhe relevant. Put the anti-imperialist
movement must take definite steps alonag the way. An AIVP is

only a releévant project if we commit ourselves to bailding

a National Liberation Front/Anti- Imberlallst United Front (NLF/AIUF)*

_(ii)" In our view the NLF/AIUF should i,., yp> alliance of the

‘all anti-imperialists and socialists chalfenging the reformists

for leadership of the masses. The NLF/AIUF must be based on a
development of the democracy practiced by the NHBAC. It is relevant
for elections, and also for building currents in the mass organizations
(above all . the tra*w unlons) It is a framework where the anti-
1mnerialist left can "agree to disacree® on issues dividing it, for

example:

il Militarism
* - Abstentionism

x- A Woman's Right to Choose Abortion

and a commitment to action on issues it agrees on. Each party or
current would retain the right t6 advance its own programme as a compon-
ent of the front. This "intermediary form and mediation” will he
decisive in constructing the Irish section of the Fourth Tnternational.
As it says in the USFI resolution Rgi;ding Ebg ngegngtlpga;
an aven groator nxtent the futur@ oxnorionc¢s of the
revolutionary crises in other Latin American countries,
disparages the theorv of the sinale marty. Pluralism,
including among ravolutionary forces will become increasingly
accepted. It stimulates currents and orqganizations which agree
with such pluralism to look for new forms of co-ordination and
. collaboratién yhich can tal- the form of conferences of
or fronts without necessarily coming to a common organizational
framework. We must be ready not only to take our n»nlace in
such initiatives but to launch them ourselves.

(IIDB, Volume 20, WNo.4, July 1984, n.13)
over...../



OUR ORIENTATION TO THE REPURLICAN MOVEMENT. . ..4

(iii) The programﬁe of the Irish NLF/AIUF should. he based
on the following roints: ‘

-~ STAFFFE0 BY IMPERIALISM'S PUPPETS: THE RUC,TUDR, cARDAY, SPEQIAﬁ'
BRANCH - AND. SO ON S o % i

* IMMEDIATE BRITISH MILITARY AND POLITICAL WITHDRAWAL
4 : .
* REJECTIOM OF'ALL_PRITISH'CLAIMS TO SOVFREICGNTV OVER THE ENTIRE
. ISLAND OF IRELAND AND ITS TERRITORIAL WATFRS '
% - IMMEDIATE DISARMING AND DISRAMNDING OF REPRESSIVE FORCFS

* AN AMNESTY FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS | PP
* REPEAT, OF ALL "SPFCIAL" LEGISLATION DIRECTED AGAINST

THL. Anti-— APERIALIST MOVEMENT: PREVENTION OF TERRORISM ACT,
EMERGENCY PROVISTIONS ACT, OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE ACT,
: . SECTION 31 OF THE FREE STATE BROADCASTING ACT - AND. SO ON.
* ABOLITION.OF "SEECIAL"COURTS": . PP L
DIPLOCK COURTS ' THE SPECIAL CRIMINAL COURT

#  INDEPENDENCE FROM ALL MILITARY. JLLIANCES OF IMPERIALISM,
- ESPECIALLY NATO T - o

%* - IMMEDUATE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EEC . o

* ELECTION OF A NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ASSEMBLY (NDA) ON

A "ONE PERSON ONE VOTE” FRANCHISE FOR ALL CITIZENS AGED
OVER 16. THE NDA MUST SUBRMIT A NEU CONSTITUTION TO '
A VOTE WITHIN 12 MONTHS OF ITS ELECTION

(iv) ' This is a programme for national liberation in a revolutionary
manner. - Objectively it means destruction of the hourageois s
repressive state apparatuses. It would mark the death. of martition,
. ‘Alongside the NLF/AIUF revolutionaries advance socialist and ks
democratic struagles, refusinag to 'mostnone' them until the

'great day' of national liberation. 1In other words the »rocess

of nmermanent revolution as oprosed to the reformist/stalinist

— —— ot v, e e %

death-trap of leavina socialism to the 'pext staae’.
(v)  In the best of circumstances this strucale can mean the formation
of an AIVP. This will depend esnecially on accentance of nluralism

petween parties being translated into pluralism within parfies., —
That iS5 Tho Eradition of the Bolsheviks before Stalinization,

Today pluralism within parties (the unconditional right to form
factions and tendencies) is only systematically recognized by the
statutes and practice of the Fourth International.

(vi) Without the NLF/AIUF framework the AIWP can at best be
an abstract propaganda call. At worst it could lead to three fund-
amentally wrong-options which must be ruled out ‘

1 We can.bywass the Republican movemeént
2 Ye can transform it into a workers' party - - T
3 We want to split the republican movement and get. a section

to "come over to the working class”
With the AIUF/MLF. framework the AIYP can again flesh and blood.
In any other circumstances the slogan is no good at all,
- antiquated, a dead dog. '

JAMES GALLAGHER  NOVEMBER 10 1984

Dok theFNLF/AIUF c0nceptvhas narallels with the “BroadfFrént“
perspective advocated by S&amus ‘Costello ir ths mid-1970s.
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