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In the. sighth decads of the impericlist ara, imfand's position Ts o8 It hes
been for fifty years: thot of 6 neo-colony (in tha north-sast, a coleny)
with a north Attantie (i.2. devaloped bourgaois democratic) superstructure.

The ultimate causas for this lis In two basic aspects of {reland’s pre«hisiofy
and early history:~ , :

(1) The fact that treland wos not wpplied with sufficiant
minerel resourcas to be aasily exploitad, sove with
the most modern contemporary aquipmanty

(2)  The fact that Ireland was an offshora island of the
European seaboard. Thus it got, if at all only tha
toil-end of the invasions that destroysd Caltic society
elsswhere in Europe, until such tima as the new order
hed daveloped into'a highly centralised form of feudalism.

To thase might be added a third, later point, connacted indirectly
to the other two: - t ' ~

(3}  The fact that the country uniqusly suited to dominate Ireland as
Its colony was also the first country in the world to establish its
industrial pra~eminence (partly at the. expensa of Ireland, of
course), 1t was able to try to use its profits from this to attampt
to buy off [rish loyalty to its lagionary. . - . .

The three points Iisted ,'abpva, havs créq:%ed basic&"y. the sftuaﬁ,o’n- In which the
lish find themselves today.

in relation to the rest of ths world, Nefand is.q colony ruled indimctly by
the matropolitian imparialist powsrs. This is o part cause of ths weaknass of
the lIrish working~class (as wall as the. [rish bourgeosiz) . . Tha facts of colonial
exploitation on top of ireland's relativa. (o Sritain) lack of row materials .
meont the waakening of any potential strong industrial working-class and the
dapartura abroad of potential leadzrs of such a class. Mattars are not
counterbalancad by the contradictions specific to the n2o-colonial societies
of the "Third World", Ths amigration boat has lad to @ thinning of Irish
population so as fo wadkan the threat to the status quo that exists in the
shanty suburbs of most nso-colonias. Similardy, bacause of the distribution
of monopoly profits, tha landlord class has hazn bought out. This procass
has establishad a closs of rural small property~holdars such as givas a firm -
basa to formal bourgeois parliomantary democracy in Ireland.

However, capitolism hes never been able to eliminate all possible contra

dictions in the various rational sociztias within it. It is l2ast abla to do g0

now that it is in its death agony. Irish capitalism has only baan abls to

avold the contradictions of the two types of sociaty to which it relates by

developing contradictions of its own. Basically, and even despite the cir-

cumstances that formally strangthan it, lrish copitalism = north and south -

has less ability to monoavre than its fellows in the naighbouring countriss,

It is aven lass able’to supply good wages and to maintain full employmant

- that its neighbours. This fact was undoubtzdly at the core of the high rats

. of strikes in Iraland sinca 1964, In themsalves, thase would not ba

- imprassive, but Irish cepitalism’s political weakness js similarly offactive,

- even within the formalities of bourgzois democracy. ot only has a

L United Irish ~ation not bean craated, but its creation was muffad jn g
fashion that meant, as is b2ing sa2n today, an assentially unstabla political

situation, ~ C e L




? Politically and culturally, laws basad on raligious suparstitions thot might
have baen acceptablz in Latin Amarica, are baing felt incraasingly as
darogatory to London rights in an offshors island of agnostic Curope. And,
while the existance of parliomantary democracy doas raveal the security of
a ragion, it also provides greatar opportunitizss for opponents of that regime
than axist in totclitarian statas.

The point of the spacial situation in Iraland is not that it makas impossible
the Socialist ravolution but that it imposes upon those who would male such
a ravolution thz extra duty to analyss the specific situation. In many of its
aspacts, it is different from anywhers clse. To give a concrate axample

that is known to cll comradas: Tha Protastants of iorthem Irzland are in a
position relative to tha Catholics tharein that is suparficially like the position
of th2 Zuropzans in South Africa. Yet, as the soma time, they are ina far
lass isolatad position than the mambers of ths other castes. Thus, they
cannot ba said to b2 axoloiting the Catholics os the VWhites, the Blacks;

the Cotholics ara ¢blz to join Jrads Uinions; in the last resort, o Catholic
can lapse os @ Block can't. Thus, at diffsrent times (1919, 1932) there

has baen co-operotion batwaen the working closses of the two communitias,
as hes been litzrally impossible in South Africa. (Cur general analysis shows
of courss, a relatively dosar resemblance batween the lsraclis and the Ulster
Protestants.)

Any consideration of Irish sociaty that is aimed to change it must begin with
the lack of raal development of tha Irish economy, and tha society basad on
it. As has been shown, the contradictions that exist are different from those
in aither the metropolitian or the normal colonial /neo~colonial countrizs,
but the contradictions exist, nonetheless. The question is: how to axploit
tham? . '

The instrument that must carry out such a task does not yet exist;  the fask
of the Revolutionary i-larxist Group is fo crzate one. Such ¢ task has been
often incorrectly, counterposad to tha participation of the nucleus of the
prolitarian vanguard in the avents that must moximise the contradictions.
In practice, we hava baen carrying out such a szparation. /2 have not
hean doing so in theory, rathar we have bzen doing so for lack of theory:
the thaory of how to participate. '

In answaring this nead, it has been nacessary to summarise the facts already
put before us ;i MacGragor in the perspective document for tha February
Conferenca. It is now as well to considar the implications of the facts as
appliad to the history of the Irish Laft. '

The outstanding fact hera is the low developmant of the movement, Cf '
coursz, this follows on from the objective facts mentioned. In the absenca
of o stablz, highly davaloped industrial aconomy (outside the north-aast,
whare it wos maintained ot the political os well as the normal, economic
axpense of its workars), thz fragmanted proletariat has been dominatad by
Republicanism. This idzology makes only fitful pratence to the Socialism
claimed as the ideal by tha movemeants in Britain and Europe. :.ere, of
coursa, wa refer to militant Rapublicanism (Gerdiner Place and Kavin St.)
At a later stage of davalopmant, we will hava to face up to a further fact:
that the form of Rapublicanism that exarcises most hagemony over the
workers is, still, nsither that of Gardinzr Place nor that of Kavin Street,
but the pretendar of Upper fiount Streat: the Fianna Fail cuckoo. The
extrama vaguenass of Kepublicanism precepts (pasically: "Break the
connaction with England and you'll b2 all clright") enabled this situation
to coma about. The victory of the "Yes" vote in the recent refereundum
exposad the limitations of militant "Separatism, and the creed could givz
no raason such a vot= as incompatible with their basic views. -




.- Cnly by using tha fight as o besks for axplatning Soclatten ceuld anything
. heve been retriaved from thg wreckage, ‘

The clrcumstances thay hove made for the pradominance of Republican

,. Ideology in the Irish working closs have preventad any sort of serious

oppostion from baing counterposed to it, The Irish Labour Party developed

from a rigorous application of ¢ syndicalist economist intarpretation of
_ certain aspacts of ths teachings of James Connolly inevitably becoming an
expression of petty bourgeois Social emocracy. Such an ideology only hos
- Tis staying power in the metropolitan statas of imperialism. basically, frish
. Social Democracy accepts that Iraland Is another such state. This is at
loggerheads with the facts. It has cut off the I.L.P. from any permanasnt
claim on Republicans, and has left it to depend entirely on imperialism's
ability fo industrialise Iraland: on ability, os we are sesing, of only
limited ranga. - The development of an apparent "Tribunite " tendancy
around the Liaison Committee of the Laft is not besed on on jnternal
"Tribunite® base, but on theinflux of dabased Trotskyists and Stalinists,

If Irish Social Democraey foils because of its vulgarly sconomist approach

to its moterial teativy, the evan greoter failure of Irish Stalinism is mora
interesting. Sincs the end of the 1950's campaign, the appeal of Stalinism
for tha petty bourgeois idsology of separatism has baen revealed os wholly
logical. Stalinism has tendad ganerally to over-amphasise the petty bouregois
anti~imperial struggle. Its view of the rigorous division of that struggls into
stages does littls harm to the ideas of simple “separatism®. ‘

But thers hava beon problems. Inevitably, Communism, even mora than
Social Democracy, has suffered from the lack of davelopmant of trish
Industry end the class employad thersin, The same debility thot leeeps

the workers Rapublican and Fianna Fail hinders them from tuming fo aven
formal "communism", excapt in revolutionary circumstoncas. A Communist
Party, such as that of Franca or of ltaly is an impossibility, This is not only
due to the objective facts of the undavaloped scanomy, but to the subjectiva
fact (arising from this) of ths religious question in Irzland. The dominanca
of the Catholic Church in tha Rapublic: the religicus division of the i“orth
Zast ara both handicaps to any genuine dialecticel ly materialist party.

Jut, of course, thars is o further complication. Real Communists might have
~ been able to survive and develop betier than the vanguard with which' (until
“recantly) the frish working class has hean lumbarad. The history of brish
Stalinism Includes 1% liquidations of its party. The first (1923) was to acco~
modate to the Syndicolist, Larkin, The second (1941) (in the Twenty-Six

. caunties only) was aimad to ovarcome tha smbarrdssment that would ba given
- the USSR by its alli=d party supporting tha war effoit of Russia's ally and
Iraland’s oppressor. In iviorthern treland, the CPl gainad a graat deal of
support among tha Protestant workers, (In foct, all its Protestant working
class) by its scabbary for the UK war crisis. Cn such occasians, -as the CPl
did exist, it tonded to follow a line almost antirely subservient to the Rapub=
lican fovemant, if not to tha militant that to Fianna Foil. In its first life
(1921-1923), this was, of courss, not dua to V.V, Stalins it does halp
explain how that man was able to toke over the comintarn so sasily,

If Stclinism hos found it difficult to survive in Ireland, it s not surprising
that Trotskyism has had to fight for.occasional existence, The classical
marxism of this theory does not allow for major petty bourgeois vulgarisation,
At least, the theories of Social Democracy, Stalinism and Anarchism @
theory of workers in under~devaoped metropolitan countries) all appaal to
separatists in thair accsptance of the possibility of "Socialism in o Singla
Country", Trotskyism doas not.




Furthar, in the influenca of Catholic philosophy oparates ot @ low, agitational
leval agoinst Stelinism, but influences far more: deeply cpposition te dialect-
ical materialism. It is no accidant thot Irsland gave to the workers of the
world, James Connolly: the only lzading i/arxist theorist not to have a
univarsity ‘aducaticn'. .ad hz been to. University College Dublin, the world
would probably not hava known him (sxcept, perhaps, as a Labour-2admondite),
The formal logic of the schoolmzn, the idealism of tha priasts have to be fought
relentlessly by anyons who wants to achiave or maintain. his or her manism.

In these circumstancas, it has bean difficult for Irish Trotskyism to astablish
itsslf excapt as a nucleus for leadarship in o revolutionary situation. This is
not necassarily @ cause for defeatism or for panic measures: it is worth
remembering that the above description comas close to fitting the original
Bolshevil: Party. Concem with building a mass party and maintaining its
numarical strength, even whan there is no prospect of revolution is ths work

of the i‘enshavite, or Charnov, the "Socicl Zevolutionary ", and of the
Communist Partizs of France and ltaly. Such @ concem tends to accompany

a readiness to scab when ravolution becomes an actuality. (ot tc do sc is
thought to imperil tha Party). If we cen get together anough trainad ravelu=-
tionairas to provide leadership in ovarthrowing the Irish states, we nead not
worry toc much about the numbers of our rivals. '

‘Y2 should consider the history of Irish Trotskyisim at this point, Such considar-
ation can only be very sketchy. It is hopad that the F. 1. will bz abl to
supply data for @ more detailed description at a latar stage of the pre~con-
ferenca discussions. lowever, it is as well thet comrades should hava an

idea of the vicissitudes of thair pradecessors in this country.

V“/hat might be called, accurately, ths pra~history of Irish Trotskyism is centrad
mainly mainly on the parsonality of tha Socialist azpublican, [lichael Prica.
As to how far Prica was, in foct, a real Trotskyist is doubtful. iowavar, hz
has bzan the victim of a’smear campaign aided by several who once claimed
to be his friends. This is one of the reasons for suspecting that ha moy have

“bean more formidable than he has been mads to appaar, This suspicion
deepends when his actual positions during the last tenyears of his life
(1933-1943) are examinad,

Baforz this period, admittedly, Prica’s position was doubtful. In 1931, he
engaged in a polemic with his comradas in the (original) Scor Zire Jiovemant.,
In it, ha attacked the "Godlessnass” of their "State Socialist" thaorias and
defendad the ideas of equal distribution of property bzloved by the more
"progressive " clergy of the time. !le was defzatad therein and never again
put forward his erronzous views. Indeed, on saveral occasions, he is recorded
as putting forward vizws more similar to his 1931 cpponents. riowaver, this
did not prevent them being dredged up in a faction fight thres years later,

That occurad over the strategy to be followed by the Repsblican Congrass.
This was o body of Socialist hapublicans that, in 1934, broka from tha
essentially non-political lzadership of the iepublican #ovement in order

to carry on ¢ more active fight against the poiitics of ths Fianna Feil
government. It could not maintain its unity, however, A few months aftsr
it split with the mainstream, a new and damaging split cccurad init. .

Cn one side was Price and the Connolly family: on the other, were some*’
of the traditional leadsrs of Irish Republicanism Socialism, allizd to the
nawly-reconstituted CPl. Dut liks that, howaver, ths issues ore over
simplified. The Stalinists and thair fellow=travallers ware united in putting
ferward a stretegy that became known later as one of a “Popular Front",




As such, thare was a broad unity of loft~wing and loft=cantra forcas on the
lowest common deneminator of "anti-impericlism as opposed to anti-

- capitalism or socialism, With this analysis, they were agreed in rafecting

an "ultra-laft" tha call of their opponants to demand a "Workers® Republic®,
. The Laft was not united, excapt on the slogan. The Connollys (who had
“been in'the Labour Party for soma years and wera detemined to stay in it)
‘were indeed ultra~lofts, wanting the Peopla's Front, but believing that it
-.could ba achievad on the Workers* Republic® slogan. Price alone fajected
the whole Front idsa and demandad a vanguard party to fight for the VWorkers®
Republic. '#’han his proposal was rejected, ha broke completely with the
Congress, unlikis the Conncllys. Finally, it must ba stated that his analysis
bore the test of history. As a Popular Front, the Congress was a flop, being
ignored by all feft-wing forces excapt the tiny CPl. A nucleus Dolshevik
* Party could not hava done worse. L o

It was held against Prica that ofter a few yadrs in the wildemess he joinad
the Labour Party, ‘But really, there wos nowhare elss for him to go, unlass
he triad his luck in isolation with the embryonic forcas availebls to him.
Tha CP was Stalinist and the non=politicism of tha Rapublican i lovament
approachad Fascism ot timas. Labour was larger than both the other two
- put together and wos going through o loft-wing phase. Entry work in it was
an wholly reascncble proposition. ‘lowaver, one thing might b2 hald against
Price. iz does not ssem io have teksn, what would be termed as.a Pabloite=
Liquidationist line (if, indsad he was that much conscious) rather than pre=
paring any sort of vanguard grouping while ha wes within the Labour Party.

‘But apart from the organisational wagliness, Price put forward recognisably
Trotscyist policias: In a debats in 1937, he opposad the line of loddy
Conaclly, that if Sritoin was to ally with the USSR, Iraland should not
embarras har emploiter, Price replicd strassing the need to fight the Irish

- revolution in Iraland regardlass of the so-called Socialism of a singla country,
In the nawspaper, The Torch that the Tublin Ragional Exzcutive ran from
1939 under his direction, basic focts of Trotskyism were cired for a time.

Then in 1941, when members of ths liquidated Dublin branches of ths CPi

bagan to join the Labour Party and countaract Prica's work. In the same

pariod, his supporter, Patrick Tranch, whose morz dafinite Trotskyist leanings

. had been stimulatad by his experiznce of Stalinism in the SpanishCivil Var,

died. Trench’s friend, Geoffray Coulter (who had onca tried to get on F.1./

~ LR.A, allianca) also droppad out of active politics. Price himse!f was plagued

by ill=health, ilis last political act was to resign the Party's nomination of
the i~orth-Zast Dublin Candidacy to Big Jim Larkin, This helped tha latter to
. finally leave the political wildemeass. Price died in 1944, . .

A mora certain Trotskyist strain was dlrsady developed. This wes amongst
certain of Price’s followars (nctably F Cowan), but alse amongst membors
of Fianna Zireann who wers disillusioned with ths lack of politics of the
. - Republicen leadership, and by the diastors that it caused. The lzaders.
in this latter fendency wers John (Johnny) Syme and Vincant Hocitowell,
After the Yar, thesa formad a short<livad Rlavolutionary Socialist Party
of Ireland which constituted tha only Irish séction. of the Fourth International
to date.: This naver graw beyond twenty. I was liquidated early-in 1950
by its lzading theoreticisn, the Israali student, Ygail Gluckstsin (Tony CIiff)
perhaps inspirad by the liquidationist teachings of ichzl Pablo. (This must
hove bezn the lost act of Cliff on bahelf of the £,1, bafore he wos himself
expellad for refusing t'o support the anti=imparialist struggle of the {worth
Koraans), ' Those of the RSP who remoined in Irzland during tha 1950'%
playad a mdjor rolz in tha Labour Party and the Trade Unjons politics;
having a particular strength in the “'ublin Trades Council,
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Letar, many of them wers to be prominant around - osl S rowne » during his
last paricd of organisational indzpendence, 'owaver, by this time, thay
had lost most of thzir original ravolutionaty farvour, Thay did not try to
create a propar Belshevik Party out of | .cel Trowna's i “ational Prograssive
Jemocrats. Since 1963, they have besn all too happy to liquidate into the
Irish Labour Party. In . ‘orthemn Iralond, their cadres liquidatad into the

" L.C.P, ond orientad incraasingly to the Protastant worlking=closs and tha
Sritish Chauvinist politics of Ted Crant and #ha RS ks - '
Thy continuous tradition of Trotslyism in Ireland begins during ths IR4/5aor
Uladh border compaign of 1955-1047, ony apublican Intarneas bagan to
aducate thamselves., Thzy included . Lowlsss, S. Geraghty, L alfun
and othars. Cn relecse, thay wara without jobs end hod o amigrate. In
London in the sarly 19&0%, they formad various combinations basad en ths
Irish emigrants in the city. Thes: were mainly in opposition to the
"conventional vrisdom" of the Stalinite Connol ly Sssociation, but with ths
(vary) long=term aim of returning to lraland to. build a /arxist Revolutionary
Party. - All thess bodies ware loosa organisations of /.larxists, and would be
Mlarxists, outsida both tha ourth lnternational and its rivals for thet titls,
dabiliteted by the nature -of emigront politics, and dividad evan more by
personal fauds than by politics. ' b

The final stage in tha procass began in 1944, Lawless, Daltun and Phil Flynn’
joined in ths traditional basis of anti-"ussian Stelinism with o group of
ivieoites, centred on Brendan Clifford, After a yaar, the inevitable (though
for oncz, political) split occured, Sut it was on terms that left the Trotskyist/
Cantrist' majority with a larger nuclzus than beforz and with the real possibility
of doing serious work in Ireland itself. . "

Cf course, this was duz to the social circumstancas rather than to luck. In
Sritain, the long=awaited Labour Covernmant was proving to he as qualita-
tively as Tory as any othar (in Irzland, as well s alsewhare). In Ireland,
tha new industrial militancy, stimulated by the naw maturdty of the workers
in tha protactad industries sat up in tha thirties (as well as by the 60'% hoom)
provided an opportunity for action. Ths Irish Labour Party was baginning to
bencfit from tha new situation, The Irish “*/orers’ League in the twanty ~six
countizs (hair to tha branchass therain of the formar CPI) constituted itszlf o
Party, and'preparad to build a Youth Crgonisation. “hrish Trotskyism could
not fail to hanefit from such opportunifias.

The Irish ‘Worlers! Group (os the anti=oite majority of the previous organi-
sation called itself) was oble, ot first, to teke full advantage of ths situction,
For the first time, since 1950, o brench of an lvish Trotskyist orgenisation wos
set up in Dublin in My 1947, During the next fow months, branchas wers
startad in Belfast ond Dundalk. The Irish Militant was the longast lasting
Trotskyist paper known in Irelend (1965=1948). The MVG providad the impetus
for the formation of Young Socialist bodies. In September 1967, the Group
astablishad o constitution with o precmble that was ovarfull of jargon but,
noncthelass, formally corract, All seamaed set for en aven more rapid 2xpension
quantitatively cnd qualitetively, Yot within thres months, it was to be solit
by « bitter faction fight and twelve months aftar this, it wes in existancs only
in nama. ‘Why wos this?

Tha answer is not n sesy ong fo fomulete. Basically it appaars that it wes
a political=psychological cause such s maddans the sconomic determinists,
The /G was o group of young, and somawhat subjective ravolutionists.,
Cnly Lawless, Taltun and tha Jatgemnas had hed any previous sxperisncs
of Trotskyist politics, (Sean tatgomne wes an Irish emigrant and veteren of
the SLL and tha 71, whom Lawless hed recvited, pertly to roise the level of
politics in the Group,)



It ts certainly arguable that politicol standards wers vary low, - The IVIG

- included some individuals whose mandism would clways he doubtful. But to

huild eny sort of organisation, canabla of taking o decisive partin lrish

politics, it was necessory hot to =eise the entrance quelification too high.

And to reise ths consciousness of the Group, only a peried of intensive

political education and discussion would suffice. ‘What hoppened instead
wos o sphf. ‘

The causes for the fuction fight ove disputed. CUnly a survey of a" lattors
hetwean Lawlass end lviargomna ond of tepes of all phone calls could give @
.cleor idec of who startad what. (4nd, avan then, one would have to bewary
of forgeries.) ‘“What is known is that Lawless maintainad that Matgamna was
‘trying to split the Group for the purpose of building his own empire. Thn the
othar hand, Miatgamna cloimed to be ucting in self-defance agdnst Lowlass'
plot to axpel him behind the backs ef tha other members, At all events, hs
nroducad the first (and it must ba said, tha first) of the intarnal bullating

thot appzared in the faction fight: Tnofskyism or Chamelionism ?

Tha fight itself wos fought on thres issuas:~

)] The Treotment of the i ahonol Civastion by an trish Marxist
Corganisation;

() Tha methods of building such on (L-r'ganisczﬁon;'

(3) The personal vulnarcbilify of the participants, with particular

raferznce o & Lawlsss,

This list has bean made out in order of objactive importance; but to gat any
idea of the faction fight, it is necaessary to ramember that the trectment of
gach of these mattsrs was produced in inverse rotio. Little was soid about

tha national question; rather more about party organisation and ona~hall
of-adot about Comrads Lawlasss {ond, vice-versa, about {omrade [Mlatgamna).
To ba fair to ilatgamna, hz now adm:ts, as the one who struck tha first (open)
blow, that his mathod waos at fault. e ascribas this to his i mexpenencw
Comrade Lawlsss is still mora inclined to hlame his opponant, but it is dou!ot‘r'ul
whai‘har he could do much aftar Trotskyism or Chamalionism . -

Matgamna tool his stand, with the formal correctneSs, vrith which he had

investad tha Group's constitution on = the differance batwaen tha lrish Workars

Group and a rzal, establishad Bolshavik Party. Tiuite o lot 6f what he said

was unaxcaptionable, but it was closaly bound up with a parsonal attack cn

Comrade Lowlzss, A1l would be well, so the argument want, if it was nct

for the activity of that draadful mon, o axamplas ware given of ottempis,
mada by Matgamna or ofh;rs, to raise conscicusnzss by his oppenents, And,

in foct, ths nead stressad by Matgemna and his ollies wos not for fres dis-

cussion but an utopian ideal: “The ilomogenaous Party™. (This is ona mistake

that he has sinca admitted.)

The choica of this combination of planks wos nacessary for Matgamna. Cin the
jssua of the national quasticn , not only was ha vulnareblz, but the homoguneity
of his own faction was in doubt. His own ultra=l=ffism on the quastion had baan
shown by his writing for th: lrish Militant an orhcle stating "In or Cut of tha
EEC, the struggle (against the bossas) goes on". Again, guite true, but
irrelavant. Cn the othar hand, amongst his supporters ware Chrisfy ussey and
his friends. Thair nationalism has baen sc markad thet, not only did they dis=-
agrae with thair mentor on tha EEC, but they have since liquidated into avin
Straet, Republicanism,




tiowavar, deliberataly or not, the anti-Lawless line united behind Matgamne f
a considerable faction. It was composad of individuals united politically by
the ideal of the "homogeneous party " ond emctionally by hatred of Comrade
Lawless. In March 1968, they broks from the IWG and formed the Lzague for
a ‘Workers' Rapublic. It is not too much to say that despite the departure of
all its founding members bar two, this body has naver changed politically.

It has remainad as it began, still o sectarian organisation with an aversion to
"nationalism" - by which it meant doing anything ot all about the national
question, '

What was left of the YT soon split again. 4 Farrall and the Belfast Branch
‘usad the prassures of tha . ‘orthem crisis of Autumn 19482, to set up thair own
"Paopled Temocracy". (:f course, this was to prove o misteke: P.D. has
navar baan obla fo rastors the 28 County links with which it brolee in its
foundation,

At about the sama Hims, S3en Slorrissay also brolcs with what remeinad of

the lrish *forkars' Troup to halp form o Guavarist Sccialist fepublicen Group.
"2 ond his comredes had bzaen disillusionad with what their considared Leninisi
nolitics os a rasult of the Group's split. '

1
|
o

£n attempt to recrganiss the unity of the non=Stalinits laft in o Ravoluticnary

Socialist Alliance was thwartad sarly in 1969, This was dot done by the LivR
- which was going through a bad period, but by the PP, riding high on the

martyrdom of Burntollet. Tha I'/CG wos wound up formally in April.

The bradk of the Irish VWorkars' Group was caused in genaral by the problem
that has navar really baen solved to the satisfaction of lrish Trotskyism: the
- problem of how fo make maximum of the rasources that the Jiovemant hes end
hew most speedily to increoss these rasourcas without undue dilution of the
revolutionary nucleus. Puring the lest months of the Group, and the first of
the L'WR and of P53, attempts wers made to solva this problem. The L'/R triad
‘to do so by its control of the Dublin YS, but in could only comprehand the us:
of such a body by the tachniques used by the Gritish SLL, through its Youth
Rody. (It still doasn't comprehend the relationship of the two, ) The 22 did
not accept, as yet, that any dichotomy axisted. ‘/ith its base and, as yet

its outlook, limited to the six counties, it found no nead to distinguish batwaszn
its agitational and its propagandist functions. ~s yat, it was ready to ignore
complately its latter duty. ‘With Seor Zire, the Leninist strategy with its i
differantiation batwaen agitetion and propaganda was thrown cut the
window = with catastroshic rasults. ' i

From Spril 1969 to Spring 1971, the two affactive Trotskyist ovements in
Ireland were the L'%/3, with its Young Sociclists € rgonisation and P7*, with
its practically six county perspectiva. Sinca the Spring of 1970, there has bHazn
" @ third hody: the Leagus for o "Yortars' Vanguard, with its own youth groun,
the Irish Young Sccialists. This hody centinuas and intensifias the arrors of
the L'¥?, from which it broke. But this is natural. Th: assumptionsof the
LWR are essentially (Goarry) [lzalyite, but without it being willing to accapt
the intarfarence that "i=aly has always trizd to axarcise over the sactions of
his intamational. Cna of tha points in the intamaticnal parspactive of the
faction that formad the LY/} was opposition to ths /G majority's proposals
urging invastigations with a view tc offilioting to the #.1. This asszntially
naticnalist attitude has continuad until today. .ow, the LWR is, os we
prophesiad it would in Jenuary, finding its only possiblz international
contact to be the least suitcblz of all;  Piarre Lambart's "Intarnational
Committze." The braak with it in 1970, was ons carriad out by individuals
who, with all their faults were true to the L'¥it's intarnational oratansicns
and to the logic of their politics. Irish Troskyism had ra-entsred the intar-
national organisational scana, albait through tha hack deor.
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. At the same fimo PD was also suffering from ths intorfarance of British social
<hauvinism - in this case, the Intemational Socialism group. aturally, dus
to the relative phillistinism of the two groups, the glliance end its divisions
wars ct a considerbly lowar leval. 1t ended with a sordid row over tha
quastion of tha PD's travelling axpensoes to o mestipg in London,

But by tha tima of thase divisions, the situation was changing to bring tha P
ond tha L'WR (though not tha ultra=sectarion LWVV) into closer alliance. Cn
the ona hand, the Civil Rights struggle that had stimulated the formotion and
growth of the PD explodad into a militery struggle in which PO could not play
its previous influsntial rele, To restore its prestige it wos necessary that the
orgunisation develop qualitatlvely and quantitativelys qualitatively by the
development of the group's thaory: quantitatively by e more serious mova, than
1t had made bafore to influsnce the situation in tha twenty=six counties.

Simultancously, in that area, the Labour Porty did not do as well as it hod
sxpactad in the general alection of Juns 1969, The LR and its YS had con-
tinued the policy of the I'YC in maintaining their mambership of the LP. They
had not davaloped any new tachniques in this strotegy beyond maintaining a
demend for tha formal recognition of the YS, as the LP's youth movemeant.
They tock as such, littla pert in the drafting of the narty's "wew Republic”
policies cr in sustainad criticism of those policies as passad by tha Party
Conference. “fith tha loss of euphoria following its feilura, in tho clection
the LP bagen fo furn to the coalition policies that it had denounced , it
bacame claar that the days in the party of the Lsogus and Youth #ovament
were numberad. (Paredexically, ot that moment the Porty did indeed
recognise the YS as its own.) iow would they bradk and whare would they go?

Af no time was it suggestad that thay should anter tha Republican [fovement.
2s will ba shown there ware goed reasens why they ghould net do so, though
how for these reasons really cffected the practice is doubtful.,

It is obvious, too, that tha LWR and tha Y5, would not b abls to stand out-
side aither a petty bourgaois party or an alliance of the Left.

These facts led PD und the LYWR and the YS o form the Scclalist Lebour
Alliance. This hos survived, so far, on the need of the participants to

hang together for faor lest thay hang separately. The only group that hos,
until this summer, ctiemptad to relats seriously to the Alliance's role has

~ been the Sccialist ‘Workers' . fovemant, inavitably its contribution (thzorati-
cally, a negative one) has baan puny, by any standard,

Within tha SLA, since its formation, there havs baen certain davalopments,
The IS created its naw Socielist “Horkars' Mevement, out of the disintegrating
Labour Party ond cffilictad it to the SLA,

The L2 lost members who formad from the Dublin and Limarick branches of
the Y5(and various comradas in Belfast) the organisation fer which this popar
is designed. The issuas of the split = originally over thz mancgement of

the Y3 = soon bacama raveoled,

()] Tha over-riding importance of the nsad to build o section
of tha F.1. in lreland. '

) The importance of orianting to the Republicgn ifovement as
heing the mcvemant most cttractive ot the prasent time for
politically censcious workars.

(3) Tha correct epproach of the Bolshevik Party nuclaus to
the organisation(s) ot its periphery,
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This lost point concemad majnly the LY/R's ottitude to the YS. But the Leagua's
view of thot body wos as confused as its ideas on the LP and on the SLA, It
could sea the YS @ an assentially Propagondist body (all tha LWR “"Conscious-
ness” document) and deny the SLA's ogitational tasks, In the lotter case, its
attitudes have resulted in the situation, that, since its present defeots at the
"lliunce Conferences, it hos remamed in , but not of that body.

In January 1972, we broke finally with the L#/R and its YS. in February we
held our founding Confarenca. Sinca then, we have been guided by three
main lines, as dafined by the faction fight, as much as cmyfhmg.

(1) A general agreement with Comrads Ernest landel's analysis
of the developing crisis in world capitalism. (Though, in
~ detail, o disagreament with his delineation of the uahfuhve
chonge from imperialism to noe~copitetism) and a resulfant:
support for the Fourth Intemational. :

) The general view thet the main propagande field is on the

' national issue,
(3) Affiliation to the SLA., -

The weckness i is, that except for the first and Comrade i%cGragor's blueprint
for action in . ‘orthem lreland, nothing much hus been done to spell out this
(in itself correct)strategy. :

Thisis a porhcularly important wecknass in that Comrade Aandel's cnczlysus
stipulates o situation of majoropportunities for the sections of the F.l, Ve
are no longer in ths position of the late 'twentias and 'thirties wher\. the-
workers of the world (cutside Russia) were defeated ond demoralised. i ior
are we in the position of the 'forties, ‘fifties and sarly 'sixties, when
capitalism could ba forced to grant many reforms without harming itself too -
much immediately. Today it is decreasingly cble to deltver the goods. It *
cannot unite Europe (2ven ‘Western Europe): it cannct unite Iraland. * It
cannot improve the Irish workars' standard of living., To liquidate tha contra-
dictions produced durlng its years of boom, it has to liquidate the boom #salf,
which will mean in practice, producing even greater contradictions.

But such a situation meang that is incumberant upon those who are to utilise it
thot they must be very clear how to do so. The rest of this document is aimed
to show the woy,

SUIARARY CF CZAPTER 1

The unique combination of factors that produce the objective and conditions

of the Irish "problem™ hove meant a lower stondard of working closs conecious-
ness than that obtaining elsewhare. In tum, this has maeant that Irish :
communism in the fifty years aftar Connolly was in cold storage and that its
wryival wos only in its debased Stalinite form. At the final point in this
higtoricol procass Is that real communism (that of Trotsky) hos only rarely

been oble fo get off the ground, that its thaory has been embryonic and that

in the lost five to seven years, when thae was e continuing Trotskylst tradition,
it has bean marked by such symptons of ultra~leftism as lmpohence and
philistionism,

The intemnctional situation means that these defects have to be recognisad
(os they have bean, above) and combatted (as they will be, balow) in the
most effective possible way by us, the lrish Trotskyist Group, by making
a plan for action in the revolutionary struggle, and bosmg itonc clear
appreciation of our strengths ond weaknaesses, : :




CHAPTER TWO: THE REPUBLICAN ORIENTATION.

.. . . One of the most bitterly disputed issues of the faction fight in the Y.S5. was
- the then Left Opposition's indistence on the nned for a sericus attitode towards Repu-
' blicanism, This was held, by our opponents, to mean a turn away from the Irish Werking
class: We insisted cn the essential fact that Republicanism was, still, the dominant
.political ideclogy of the working class itself: that, though it had begun as a normal
 bourgeois liberation movement, the decline ¢f the Irish bourgecisie had attended an-
' equal declagsificaticn the social base of its ideology. Against this the L.W.R. could
 cnly point tc the undoubted fact of industruel expansion in the Republic of Ireland
& claim that this had produced a qualitative change in working class ccnscicusness.
Of course this was incorrest. By drawing cn the experience of the world working class
we can see that the qualitative change in Irish society such as would change working
class conscicusness occured between the 1880s & 151C(the liquidation of landicrdism
& the crganisation of the unskilled workers). The precf cf this was provided by the
1913 lock-cut & the sovietssf the early 1520s-but alsc, by the development ¢f the so-
cial conscicusness of Republicanism in the form of Griffith's Sinn Fein,
That nc qualitative change has cccured since the Treaty is underlined by the failure cf
the C.P.I. TG DEvelop ever as much ¢f a mass base as the C.P.G.B., bw its present cut-
flanking by Sinn Fein(Gardiner Place), and by the failure of the subjectively worker-
 based Irish Labour Farty t¢ do more than bent Fianna Fail'd influence. "o
Yes, we won the argument-but, t- all intents and purpcses, we stopped.
these. Excent for the lortherh Irish comrades with their corientaticn tc the Northern -
Registance Mcvement, it was assumed tco readily that in practical agitational work a
certain empiriscism was permissible. Quite correctly, we disagred the central duty cf
q?ur work as being cne of prupaganda. At the same time, we had tc apnly cur analysis in

ther ways. As a result in Dublin very little was dene(apart frum the E.E.C. campaign)
and many ccmrades, relative tu cur whole, began to feel frustrated.

Scme f these werwled , naturelly, inte an uvnderstandable oppor-
tunism. If Republicanism was, as we said, the dominant hegewmrmic Irish working-class
ideology, then what was stonping us from taking an active criengationttowards Repuhld- -
canism by enterring the crganised movement? After all, this was where the acticn was.
Accordingly we lcst twe fairly active members to Gardiner Place & 3 inactive but wor-
king-class members to Kevin St. But they were merely the tips of a political iceberg.

It is necessary, therefcre, that we develen in depth cur at analysis of Renubli-
canism with the specific aim of using it as a basis for acticn.

Most of the background that we need has already been given in this document.
However, it is as well that two facts be re-emphasised here. In the first place, that
Republicanism has the influence in the wurking-class that it has , specifically, the
product of the baclwardness of that working-class(Ireland®s wurkers are nct alone in
their backwardness: their comrades elsewhere are handicanedd £ r thher reasons).

It does nct accent the ideclugy because it chocses, but because it must. It follows
therefore that our task is nct t~ nander to the Republicans, but, if angthing just the
opposite. In general, we should erpcse the limitations ¢f Republicanism vwhile partici-
pating actively in anti-immerial struggles such as will attract its sunpcrters.

The seccnd pcint is that Republicanism while a relatively progressive foree in
rld terms and cne able to attract tc itself many useful anti-imperialist ideas and
pro-working-class thecries is, in itself & lowest cormon dencminater. Its essential
aim is that of "bredking the connecticn with England¥. Since the said connecticn ig
in itsekf counter-rev~lutionary, it means that Renublicanism is, in the age ¢f the
death aginy of capitalism, an outleck subversive of eristing order.

However, the concent criginates in the age »f bourgecis revoluticn. Its resuvltant va-
 gueness made ¢penings fcr the Republican ideal tc be stolen by thuses whose loyalty

to it is in doubt ¢r to be held b§ those whese early loyalty has been lcng denraved
by the pressure of circumstances.In this way, the pcsiticn cf leader «f Irish Republi~
canism is still for too many workers, Fianna Fajl. il




Ultimately, cur task will not be to cverthrow the influence of Cardiner Place or

of Kevin St but t. overthrow the influence of Upper Moreat St. This sheuld be remembaredf

though it will probably be a matter of years before wetre in a positicn to de this. ;
The only other point on this matter is that the culy short-term(i.e.parliamentary) alter}
native tc Fianna Fail is nct only no qualjitative change, nor no guantitative improvenent)
but likely to be change for the worse. ' o %

There is a further, final, nuint to be made. The basic petty boursecis tenet of
Republicanism must be develcpred intc a guide fcr;pragtical acticn. In doing this the
Republicans have tended, at their highest stages of iseclcgical developiment within - |
their limits to divide intc 2 tendencies: cne rcughly sceial demccratic & the cther ter
rcristic. These twe wings have co-existed, however with the lattér predominant. ‘

After military defeat, however the former has tonded tc re-assert iseld and has..
created the condit cn for a split. Such hag cccured in the 1880s(the New Departure), the
1930s (Republican Congress) and again in 1570, Of course, it will be cbjectéd that this
is an oversimplification. Certainly the "social-democratic™tendency does not sacrifice
armed strategy in the normal "scoial-demucmatic® fashion & the terrcrists do nct whol~ -
ly sacrifice sccial policy tc the gun. MNenetheless as Republicanism is a petty bourgcis
ideolegy ( and ¢f itself can mever go beyond cbjectively netty bourgecis pulitics) so,
it must be stressed, are its different tendencies. There is nu gualitative difference
Kevin St & CGardiner Place. In Forthern Ireland, the former has the marginally clearer
grasp cf the realities: in the Republic, the latter has. The ¥ Republican crientatiomh
will nct be activaged by siding. with either, as against the cther, excent on the
basis cf the cbjective needs of the situation(as we have done in Horthern Ireland, with
cur backing for the H.R.1M.) R

The strategy of crientation( propagandistic exposure allied to agitaticnal work
in working-cless anti-imperialist issues) : pplies tc the militant Republican movement
a8 an whole: there can be nc question of an MOfficial”™ cr a "Provctorientaticn.
So far, perhaps, there has been slightly toc much emphasis on expesure of Gardiner .
Place in the pages cf sur paper. But this is being remedied. .

As part of cur crientaticn we must alsc try tc anticipate what is going to ‘happen
to the twe main claimants to the title of the Republican Mcvement-cne & undivided.At
the present mcment, there is far toc little to ge on for any firmm diagnosis to be made.
Nenetheless hynctheses can & must be put forward if only to be disproved by supericr
analyses based cn mcre acturate kncwlédge. o »

1) GARDIMER PLAJHE. - i o

e thing that is knewn is that, since the split, Gardiner Place has beer(and is,
still) going through a change ¢f crientaticn. In ‘what‘might well beé turned the Johnston
pericd, the strategy was simple: the Republican mcvemsht was to be educated to mobilise
the men not of no preperty but of small property tc lead the first stage of the two Rl
(forNorthern Ireland, three) stage revolution. This meant for Republicans an orientaties
towards specifically petty-bcurgecis issues(grcund rents & fisheries, etc.), towards
gereral abuses, with the C.P.I.(as with hcusing) and towardd specifically werking-class
issues in a netty-bourgecis fashicn. Organisaticnally, it meant continuing the ncrmal
traditicns cf Republicanism: comcentraticn on the Aruty, rather than the Party as the
8lite body & a resulting nclitical locseness in the latter. The géneral perspective was
centred cn a National Liberation Front (or "Movement™) with the C.P.1I. & other Ynrugresg
give" bodies(including the Labcur Farty, whose only recognised weakness fur Gardiner .
Place only at this time, was its refusal t. join such a front). This was aimed to achie
ve 'mational liberagicn' after which the C.P.I. & cther Wsveialist progressivest weuld
8¢ cn tu achieve Scceialism, . v *
, This strategy was a self-evident failure. Tailing behind the C.P.I. meant trustin
in practice, to peaceful means t¢ gain ends of liberation. The procf that this cculdntt
work came after August 1°6¢. Reacticn to it ed tu the split with the Kevin St terroris
tic tendency. The majcrity who remained, however, reacted differently. Ths product of
their development is ncw begimning to be seen. It would anpear that the Johnston era
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has been replaced definitely by that of which the most representative figure is Sean

eckl, What the new "Garland epoch" is going tc mean is uncertain, as ynt.'
Weo should endeavour to get the man's recent address on building the Marxist Party to
~ complete cur knouwledge. Nonetheless from his published articles in Teoric fgalﬁs -
- speech at Bedenstown this year, it is clear that what has changed is essentially
moverent's attitude tc the C.P.I. Basjcally, there is still en emphasis on stages,
still a ccnfusiocn as to the method of achieving state power(see flrst_art;cl?_m
Teoric), still( as made explicitly at Bodenstown), a lcyalty tu the Bill of Rights
nfcr Northern Ireland”. What is different is that his w111 be done by the Republiean
Movement(Gardiner Place) alone. At Bodenstewn the lgft-mng reml?ant in the Labour
Party was called cn tc enter the Mcvement and there was nc mention of an N.L.F.x, an
M.L.M. or a Glyn na Sapirse.But it isy be dcubted wether matters can stop here. .
Garland has himself placed much emphasis cn tie need fm; a‘vapguard party. If serious
this will mean a tightening c¢f pclitical of gg_il__l_gj_._g_a_l__dlsmpllne(as cppesed te the
existing militancy) over Sinn Fein and a dewn-grading c:f.the rcle of thel.R.A. with
~ its rcle as enforced of discinline.(0f ccurse it is pcssible that Garla.nt}, like Ca-
thal Goulding, thinks of the I.R.A. as the nucleus cjf the ccning l?c;lshev1§m) . .
But in avhieving such a clarificaticn of the Republican Movement.i the directicn o
the f-rn «f Bclshevism cr nseudc-Bolshebism, there will be‘ngcessa.ry facticnal stmg
gles and prunings cf thcse in disagreement with the prevailing crthedoxy. ‘In turn,
this is itself likely t: ccntinue leftwards: Gardiner Place .ch'? be able tc ma.lntam
its remaining links with the urban petty bourgecisie if it & sericus abm.zt mamtalm
ing & ccncentrating itself cn its base in the working cla.sg.(Alsendy,- with Johnston,
such "progressive brurgecis® as Michael 0fLcineigh are leaving). Nonethe]..ess th§re
is nc reascn to exnewt that the new mcvement will of itself go beycnd t{urs pericd
Stalinism. While much «f the hcstiliyy t: Trotskyism in Gardiner Place is the product
of ignorance, it is clear that Garland's own dislike(eycent fur visiting fishmen
from America) is better infurmed. He has alreday made it clear that Cardiner Place
is te Irish Trotskyist propaganda whilst C.2.1. & Sccial Demicratic lite- .
rature is cn display. The Republican Movement (Gardimer Place) will cnly change intc
a genuine fully-nledged Bclshevik Patty by means €f a qualitative change fur which,
as yet, there are n¢ instruments. ‘ ; ’
It is true, toc, ghat in the near future, despite the major defeats
that the movement has suffered, it is wot likely t; feel the need for a new departure
If the new cease-fire in Northern Treland(in effect “poace withrut victoty') revives
again(¥ it may) it will give the cppertunity te forget its failure in Cardiper Place
this sphre and tc domand its FBill of Rights™ with new fervour. It may even get a
Bill of Rights,abut as this wculd not be rearly as far-reaching as Ccughlan or Gtifui
orchi would want; however, it wculd take the wind sut of republican sails. On the
‘vther hand, the cease-fire continues brcken, Gardiner Place is able to comtinue its
present excuses. There is, too, a danger that it may use us or cur friends further
for their incompetence. OUn the cther hand it may benefit frcmt the turn-~

away ¢f left-centre elements from an Inter-Party Government, if such is made a fact
This may porve, however, a doubtful advantage: such recruits are likely to be as
much trouble as they are worth fcr an intending Bclshevik Party. They are likely tc
dilute the revcluticnary nctential of a rcvement, whose notential in Northern
Ircland is already suffering diluticn, (as in the cutsganding case of Malachy Tual),
as being mure respectable that than Kevin St, with its vhysical force & its alliance
wvith the “dangercus” PD. : . - o

_ Thus, eventually, the Bclshevising of Gardiner Place is likely ¢
lead tc divisicns in its ranks. This will develop either from grenuinely Bclshevik
elements whcm the necessary training prograrme will have develcened beyond the li-
mitations cf the present strategy cr frem "Jchanies Come lately" to the revcluticna
rg werks. But neither of these divisicns is likely tu ccme in the mear future. The
mist for which we can hepe is that intensive propaganda & agitational worl will wean
a few cf the better Renublican tc us by cnes & twus.

2) KEVIN STREET.
The recent truce in Nerthern Ireland exemplified the strength & weaknass of Kevin
St's strategy. It cculd destroy Storment by force cf amsn%even though it armed war
fare cculd not have succeeded without the original work done by the civil rights
moverent) : it can not cverthrow British Irperialism in Northern Ireland. Even less,

by its traditicnal refusal t. act effectively in the Republic, has it been able
to ¢verthrow imperialism in that aera.
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- The limited neturs of the achievement of the military compaign is likely to-
become more obvious if the truce revives. As has been pointed out it seems
-likely thet in: the first instances, - Gardiner Place is likely to gain politically . ;:.
from th cessation of hostilifies. The political hankruptey of Kavin St., then

may ba erupting in a naw ond futile military fight which os it con s22, has
achieved something. 3ut it also may yet repeot the re-thinking process of the
whole Republicon }dovemant in tha 1980's. Either is likely to halp o split.

All one cair say is that the Republicon AMovement (Kevin St.) is likely in tha'

near fytura to give us bettar opportunities for racruitment than its rival. (This may
not ba true in all areas, it will probably be generally trus. Much more attention
‘could profitably ba appliad to it both in analysis and in propaganda. :onetha=
less, hars again it would ba wrong tc look for mass cenvarsions.

What remains than, is to ask how tha ravolution and ourselvas ara to taka
advantage of the oresant situation in ths overall fepublican iiovemant. Entry
work into either Gardiner Placs or Kavin Street is clearly out of the question.
In the first place, antry to sither would need tightar, morz conscious and mora’
disciplinad codres than those wa have at present, Secondly, the probobilities
in each case: thet of growing bureaucratic centralisction, under a Stalinite -
leadership in Gerdiner Placs and that of greater fragmentation (with som= s
Fascist appearancas) in Kavin Street means that antry to either will involve ’
putting our political(and parhaps, even, cur physical) heads on the block.
Finally, each organisction has extra disadvantages paculiar to itself. In the
cose of Cardinar Ploce, its traditionel activism hamassad to ths policies of

of its leadership means that rzal antry work will antoil activity, not clcna

time wasting, but of on actively counter-revolutionary nature. Trotskyist
entrists will havs to agitats for o ".worthern Irish 3ill of Rights" and to sall

the Unitad Irishman with its [ibellous attacks on our politics. (This is more
than was expactad of Trotskyists in tha Labour Party.) In the cose of Kavin
Street, thare is olways the pitfall of jts undoubtedly Fascist (Fannall) wing

and that it will distort the coursz of the struggle, Gardiner Place’s snear
about the "Provisionol Alliance " has ahout it an slamant of “not calling the
kettle black®. It is true enough that [evin Streat is, in itself, a Popular
Front such as viarxists must bawaors.,

Then, for the forsssaahls future, our most affactive work will bhe donz os

outsiders. As entrists, wa moy maka certain apparent gains but, nrobably, too ' g
much identification, ct this stags, with two objsctively futils political l2adar- | '
ships can only harm us in the leng run,

From cutsidz, than, we must propagandiss tc exposa the limitations of fzpublic-
anism and fo agitate to cutflank (and to ba s22n to outflank) Republicanism on
its laft, Somathing of whot this is likely tc mean will be skatched in the naxt
two chopters. '




CUAPTER I~ AFFILIATION TC THE . SCCIALIST LABCUR ALLIANCE

The progressiva reason for Republican support is anti=imperialism and the only
way that we can win the rank and file to us is by showing that our methods
are more affactively anti~imperialist thon are Republican ones.

Ths way to achiave this is, as political work has bean racognisad as being
since before V | Lenin, the combination of "Propaganda” and "Agitation".

So much nonsense has baen spoken and written about these two concapts =
usvally, as Lemn himsalf noted, in ths namz of "randering them more pro-
found", that wa should baar in mind just what thay arz. - Te recapitulate -
"Propaganda means axplaining many ideas to o faw psopla. /agufcmon means
explaining o few idsas to many people.” /o more, no less. Attampts to
expand this ganzrally runinto froubl:, partly bacausz of too impressionistic

a glancz at the actual forms the "propaganda™ and "Agitation™ must ke,

Thus agitaticn as its very nome implies means in practice more oftan than not,
activism: a t2aching "by deed" rathar then "by word". Propaganda is rarely
carrizd out thus. But this difference arisas out of the raalities dascribed abova.
To explain "o few things too many " con oftzn bz dons most effactivzly by mass
demonstrations, confrontations and othar such activitics, though it may also bz
donz by simplified forms of the traditional methods of propaganda (lzcflets,
simple naws sheats, comic strips, for axample). Con the other hand, as a means
to explain "many things tc & few" a mass demo of up to 10,000 (V.S5.C, London
Cectober 1968) or 35,000 (The Communs Centenary, Paris) obviously doasn't
make sense. i-‘onetheless, propeganda is important not lzast as the means by
which to educate cadrds so thay may know for what, how and when to cgitate.
In short agitation is the more activist side of the work of tha revolutionary but

~ is no more activist in aim than his propaganda work: both are designad for a
single action: thae smashing of the copitalist stote.

Tha abeve set of truisms has been insarted as o necassary bosis for undarstanding
our tasks and our organisational role. e are o small group of up to 30 members,
cantrad in thraa Irish cities. Thanks to tha history listad in Chapter 1, we have
lost a graat dzal of time in building cur strangth to an offectiva level, for
influancing the daveloping Irish revolution. In the immediate future, for us te
"o it alonz " would be o racipa’for diaster, We ora unlikzly to be able to
mount any sort of effective agitation by ourselvas, without buggering curszlvas
good and proper in othar spheras agitational and propagandistic.

There are further considerahons to be taken inte cnccount. Cur assets are not
raally thoss of a valid agitational forca. Excapt, to a cartain axtant, in tha
‘educaficnal spharz (ond poteritially omong woman) wz hava no definite chjective
bass from which to expand. Thus, our participation in tha economic activitiés.
of the werkears arz, excapt in very rare casas, likely to b2 from outsida: i.e.

wz go to the worlkars, we don't gat celled to them. CUn the other hand, we have
two major strangths than can only have short=tem 2ffact propagondistically (that
is to that small circla of people whe are ready te listen to mcmy id2as,) Thes:
_assets are:~

(1) Cur ussocicf'ion,with tha Fourth ln?emaﬁ_’ohal
and
2) C ur undoubted collzctive theoretical supericrity vis—a-vis all other

Irish groups. They will ba exomined in the next chapter.

What remains truz is that, for cur agitaticnal tasks to have any affect, we must
carry them out through a larger organisaticn or coalition of organisations. Chnly
if such a larger body does not exist will we have to consider "going it alona®,
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The real possibilities for such participation today are, the Republican iMovements
and the Socialist Labour Alliance. There are other alternatives. B3ut the Labour
Party is too countar-revolutionary and ths CPI ¢ both Stalinitz and somewhat too
small to be considered as cantres from which agitation can be launched.

In our second chapter wa consfdered the rzasons for and against antry work in
aither of the R2publican flovements. We decidad that the prassurss on us at
our presant stage of growth were too great for such octivity and that such
pressuras warz unlikely to davelop decraasingly to our development. Thus,
while we werz orizntad towerds the Republicans, wa were not to orient within
them,

This decision must be rainforcad by the existence of en crganisational alter-
native to Republicanism in the shap: of tha Socialist Labour Alliance. This
undoubtadly remshacklz structure (but can we reolly snaer?) is th2 remnant -
of ambitious schames of a .nited Front. to outflank the Lebour Party on ths
Left. This wes to includs both Republican #lovemants and the Communist
Party. At first sight, tha only thing that ean be said for it is that it has sur=
vived as an entity. All Gerdiner Place's (2quelly ambitious) plens for a
“‘ational Liberation Movemant" have remainad plans. At the same time, the
SLA is still smallar than cither Republican /‘ovement, though it appaars to bs -
biggar than the CPl (axcluding tha CY 4 - which has tandencies as much towards
Gardinzr Placs as towards Pamall Lans). G

-“onethalass, tha SLA does have real advantages for this particular nucleus of -
a Bolshevik Party that wishss to act effactivaly to devalop the Irish revolution.
In the first placa, it does have cartain objactive bases from which to operate,
They ars among the nationalist minority of ! iorthern Irzland (PR) and omony
the workers of Sublin (SYW:4) (We can probably ignore that body's claims for
working-class support in the country). Thase ar2 not of importancs only
quantitativaly, but also qualitdtivaly: i.s.. they cre whars most of the action
is likely to be, - : , -

Szcondly, the group in the SLA have all, r2jected Stalinism and Sccial
Pemocracy, subjectivaly ot least. To this axtent » thera'is a graatar potantial

for propagandist work in tha Alliance than thare would be in largar organisations.
To this extent, teo, agitation following from cur analysis is mors possible to
direct than it is elsawhare.  This virtu> may bs anhancad vy the fact of the
axtramely looss structurs of tha Allience, which gives us tha maximum fraadom
to propagandise if we use it, though it elso givas us and our ccllzagues tha
affectiva power tc ignora dacisions if it goas against us,

Thirdly, the SLA properly ussd, can give us links that we can axploit in all tha . -
major coastal towns of the Rapublic, sava Cork (end this Is"changing) and
Derry.

In short, tha SLA is nof the nuclsus of @ "Socialist Labour Party " in which wa
ware oncz invitad to believe. iior is it the " /LF Sociclist styla" thot was,
in offect, offered the Republican /ovamants at the opening Congress. It is, -
and can best oparats as, an agitational movemant in which it is up to us to
sa2 that it acts for the correct causas. : :

Howaver, bafore-we can daseribs what ara the. corract causas, wa should look

a bit closer that we have dons at:the prasent compositicn of the SLA, Weo can -
ignora the gaographical branches (most espacially ~ and now perhaps alone ~
Peg Popplewall's Bray SLA) pragisely bacause of their smallness and inavitabla
opportunism. We will cencantratz on the officially national crganisations in
more datail than is to ba found In C Bird's Dictionary. . -
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1. People's Democracy: This is ;smbobly tha largest single affiliate of
tha SLA, s befits an organisation bom and reared on the most active front of
the current Irish revolution. At the some time, its historical advantage has
baan accompaniad by o complementary disadvantage. It has nevar raally baen
abls to axpand from its base in the nationalist areas of i~orthern lreland,

Initially it considarad its ravolutionary task as being so obviously one of
agitation that it did not have to leam too much theory. This gave an artifically
powarful role to its -ksading founders, Michael Farrell and Cyril Toman. ‘iowever,
the steady, slow poce of tha struggla has dispellad the euphoria. The PD is trying
to aducate itsalf, But in this task, it is finding a certain opposition from, amongst
others, Farrell (for obvious raasons), Ruddy and the Anarchists in its ranks. lts
thaoratical standards are still vary low and likaly to ramain so for soma tima to
comz. Finally, in its ranks thors is a slight Maoite=3akuninits current, mainly
among those most closely influenced

~ionethaless, with its resourcas (and possibly halped by the vestige of the
Trotskyism learnt by its leaders in thz Irish Workers* Group), it has been abl2 to
carry out a general revolutionary policy in iortham Ireland. /And its policy
there is far superior to that of any other organisation.

Furtharmore, its experisncas in orthem Irzland, ond its belated racognition
of the n2ed for thaory makas it naturally ally with us against the -

2,  Tha Socialist Workars' [ lovament :  This was in its nucleus o braak-
away from the PT when the British "Intamational Socialism group found that
it could not manipulate thot body as it wished.

Accordingly, it is, practicelly as much ¢ transplant of ths parant British Social
Chauvinist organisation as it the LWW-IYS, Predictably enough, quits a faw of
“its mambers ware onca in tha latter body, but could not stand the paca.

It has grown. quickly into th2 sacond=largast offiliate of the SLA by the simple
tachnique of "aconomism™ . i.2. simply rapaating in a parrot~fashion tha awful
facts about the hardnass of the Irish workars' lot. As with the P, tha success
of its mathod has l2d to compensating disadvantages in the SW.4's case, tha
- dagenaracy of its papar, thz Workar, which’is now o contandar for tha titls
of the draarizst rag on the English-spedking Left. This foct is also helpad by
the obvious lack of thaoretical davelopment in its mambars who dofand this
lack determinadly.

It would ba wrong, howaver, to write off tha SWid, Tha rajzction of the

national wagze agreemant has openad a period of industrial struggls in which

it has already a base that it can use with advantagz, howaver opportunistically.
Similarly, its vary philistinism is part ond poreal of the cult of stupidity that

has continuad in the Irish revolutionary tradition., Vherzas P2 is genarally

a fairly friandly rival, the S¥/:/ is @ conscious opponant not only organisationally,
but politically .as wall. -

This fact is amphasisad by the vary real political tendencies thot may lead the
SWIA to an new rapport with tha Rapublican i4ovemant (Gardiner Placs) in
thair mutual philistinism = their emphasis on the d2ed rother than the word -
in their hostility to Bolshavism (denounced by both as slitism - whataver that
is) and in their actual buraacratic control, thay have much in common, Al
thot is s2parating them is Gardinzr Place! Populism as opposad te Strandville
Avanue's Workerism, and, if tha former's "lcftward" trend is continued that
division is likely to narrow. (Cn the other hand, S'/i4% new appeals to Paul
Cillespie to return.to thair ranks may pravent this.)
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3. Tha Léégué for o Workars' Republic : “This grbuﬁjl:\qs' only just made
up its mind to cappiliatz, In practice it is likaly to play o similar rols to tha

. SW to that which ws tand to play to PR,

 That is to :;6}' , that whereas tha SWM is honestly philistine, the LWR is conscious
enough to ba hypocritical about it. ' o

Th2 one thing that divides th is thalr intamational affiliations. (The SW:4 is
"Statz Up", the LWR "Lombertist) But in naither cass is there gn actual claimant

to full intarnational status involvad.. Thusboth arz abla to maka new friends.
- Also it is possible to 2nvisage a rapport batwean Cliff and Lambert; in the last
resort the vaxed question of the defenca of Russig may prova a small obstacle

to the common union of vulgar matarialists,

Cn the other hand, thare ars parsonal diffarances batwean tha LWR and SW:i

- which overshadow all ths othars.

4.  Saor Eirz Action Group: 1t of, of course, doubtful whathar this body
is still in the SLA"as it has yef fo pay its offiliation f22, ‘lowever, it must ba

 strassed that this may not ba for political, but for simpla financial raasons,

i.2. that thay just can't offord to spare aven £5,~ Aftar the recznt trials, thay

arz in dir: straits.

»‘onathaless we should datarmine to encouragz S.E, to affiliate to ths SLA,
Tha SLA provides the organisation with an 2xtra link with potential Republican
slemants. Politically it is traditionally and actual ly tending to accept our

greatar political sophistication, And its mémbars have skills such as arz likaly

~to fit in vary wall with ths plans for tha SLA, -

The trouble with SE is that its foquista=style organisation makes it difficult for

it to co~opzrate opanly with . ..+ othar political group. Tiad to its beliaf in
"urban guerillo work ", it fears to expose the identity of ifs members by sending any
of them to reprasent it in connsction with less secrative bodies,

The above s, howaver, ths ons major politicol stumbling block in the davelopment
of SE within the SLA. It is in our interosts and in the interests of the coming Irish

5 revolution, if possible, to halp devalop SE 's‘politics in conjunction with our own
- and as port of this fo encourage SE to participata in the SLA end in the ilorthemn

Resistanca #lovemant.

Tha above gives us soma idea of ths disadvantagas and composition of the SLA,

Thus we hava the data from which we can construct a strategy to maximisa our
influence on the SLA., and through it, on the Irish ravolution..

As will bz clear, we sea the chiof rols of the Alliance ds bsing one of agitation.

lts nature does not anabls it to put forward more than a faw agread idzas.

Howsver, thare is ons and possibly two, 2xéaptions to this fact,

1. - In arcas such as Mublin 7 and perhaps Bzlfast, whers there ars branches

. of several affiliats greups, ragular joint SLA maatings should ba hald
This would b batter for us fo-propagandisz emong our rovals! rank and
file (and, also omong those futurs SLA mambers who ars not immadiataly
mambars  of any group.) CF courss + this will apply at a national
laval, to the “wartarly Confarencas.

2. Tha plan for an SLA "Thaoratical Journal " long mootad, may now be
at last gatting off ths ground. Cbviously, this is a topsy~turvy sort
of situation. F r ths logic of our stratzgy w2 should bz producing a
theoretical magazinz and subscribing for o joint agitational papar,
rathar on tha lines of the British saction and the Black .Dwarf, in
the formar's carly days,
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" However, the axistznca of Free Citizen, Workers' Rapublic and The Workers
mean that this is no longer faasible, any more that it is immadiately reasonable
for us, alonz to produca a theoretical joumal. Accordingly, we should support
and encourage this joint prepagandist venture with the aim of a i<ew Laft
Review (i.e. o forum of non=Stalinite cpinion) rathar than of Intarnational or
(Gawd *zlp us all, this is certainly something to be avoidad) international
-Socialism. " Apart from anything alsa, we arz most likely to be able to take

"it over for cursalvas, -

Aut thasa mattars apart, tha real policy of tha SLA must be ona of agitation.

The quastion before us is in what it should ‘agitate. Chviously, chcice of issucs
is an axtrem:ly important mattar in its own right. The SLA hes a greatar ability
to agitate succassfully than has tha 17T, but this dozs not say vary much. It
still do=s not have the numbers to cany cut campaigns on tha multitude of

issuas that nead exposing, What is morz, in Dublin, our combined strangths

ara reduced by tha refusal of the SW 4 to abata its own private mini-campaigns
onz jot, ‘in favour of a more affactive plan of joint action. (Tha LWR is too

tiny to makz much differenca either way). This fact mokes it the more necassary
to distribut2 our campeigns so that thay maks the most offect, mebiliss the largest
numbar of paople, most affectively weakan the sstablishmant and win us the most
recnsits.

Cur genaral enalysis must be brought into play. Vs see the major and most
critical contradictions in Irish society cs zing, still those caused by "tha
connection with Englend" - and with England's fzllow imparialists. At tha
momant this outstanding product (outstanding in its threat to the stability of

the state powers, north end south) is partition.  Cn top of this, thare is tha
reprassion in the Republic thot the partition crisis has stimulatad. Thars is

alsc the basis for nation-widz agitation in the foraign axdboitation of Irish paopla
and resources. Indirectly, there are tha problems causad by imperialism thot
ars common to the workars of all counirizs but which Irish economic wecknass
magnifies: tha difficulties of low wagss, of small expanditure on socic! sarvices
(espaciclly housing). /ind, finally there ars the cultural aspacts in this contra-
diction, cantred mainly in the dominanca of the Church, such os weuld ba
impossible in a country of grzatar and morz pemensnt industrial davelopment.

Thare are enough maiters hers to kaaep busy o much largsr organisation than the
SLA, With the latter, it is nacassary to pick end cheose. Rearing in mind our
analysis we insist in putting ot ihs top of the list:= '

1. The Struggle for .wticnal Unification: This is olready coverad, up to
a point, both by tha SLA ond the TG, in their offiliction to the = orthamn
Desistance Liovement. Thz trouble is that, aftar this stort, it has bean difficult
tc know how to procsad hayond it

There hes haen o genzral proposal mads by cartain comradss = both from ferzign
sactions and in tha Group = that wa should spaarhead @ solidarity compaign for
tha fightersin the Mlorth=Eest. . ow far this can b2 davelep:d without the aid
of sither Rspublican jfovsment is uncertein. The activa participation of Saor.
Eirs, as well as of PTr, would probebly be necassary to giva it credibility.

" cnatheless, the idea has a cartain merit, if only os a move to try fo pravent the
onfi =climax that follewad ths buming of th: British Smbassy last Fabruary. Sinca
tha threat to the notionalist no-go arsas in .orthem Irelond is incraasingly rzcl,
moves should be madz to prepar: for a rzaction to an attoch thareen.

At the same timz, theurenders of both 124 % to tha forcas of compromise has
svealed how important was thz motion of tha Dublin YS passsd at tha € crober
SLA Cenfarencs, to set up an cltzmative to both of them. Already both Po
and cursalvas have sufferad for our nacifist imags. ’ '



Cf course, there are practical reesons for our avoidanca of the gun, " onstholass
in the long run, we must press for tha cstablishment of an trish Citizan Army, (or

‘at-least with our numbers, an Irish Citizan Guard). Seor Sira con be useful hara.

it it-can ba - theugh ot the prasent fima, developmant of a military
wing is probably mere impertant, and should have priority, svan at the axpanss

”2., " The Struggle ﬁgoinsf Judicial Reprassions  This struggle cartainly should
- be maintainad ;?g

 of the Civil Libartios' struggle. The fact is that thers §s o tandancy to fazl that
bacausa the fight for Civil Libarties in . iortham Ireland hos been affactive (and

is likaly to prove suecassful), a similar fight should’have the same result jn the
Rapublic: @ glance at tha objactive raalifies (the threa-way division in " iorthemn
Ireland batwesen Loyalists, .ationalists and the Imparial powsr - with no
aquivalant division in the Pepublic) should disprova this.

3. The Industricl Struggle: Tiue to our.analysis (ond partly in reaction to

ths blatant economic determinism cf the L'W/2), wz hava tendad fo play down

this fight. This tendancy has b3an halpad by e ganeral ralative quisscenca in
Irish industry sincs we broke with ths Y$ and by the fact alrsedy noted, that
our industrial strongth is somewhat disparsad and isclatzd,

“iowavar, tharo Is avery reoson to baljsve that, with the dafeat of the new
"Wage Agrasment®, tha industrial front is going to come aliva, To this and

it pays us to hava o bit mora ettantion to it than we heva done practically, so
far. Cursalves and P should mointein ot lzast, toksn raprascntation in the
TURC ond, Indead try to oriant tha SLA as a whole to offiliation theraunte, with o
view to activs participation in the workar's strugglas against ths bosses, At

the same tima, our raprassntativa(s) should andsavour to put forward arxist
politics over end above the industrial struggla to educate and parhaps recuit tha
now industrial militants who could be ottractad. € § courss s it may prove, in
practice, thot the TURT is ncw too lock=lustrs en orgenisation te do anything
affective.  In this casa, the SLA should hevs its own industricl committes.

 This is quite impertant. [t will not halp us to allow industrial militants to ba

smapped up the SA% (or tha LAR) and thus led affactivaly to raformism.
~or have w ths tima (os hed ths 191C) to build up o strong declassed potty

hourzaois codre hefore we gan antar tha working closs.

In tha post, most industried attantion of Jroups is tha SLA (to no good effact)

has bazn on the issue of redundancizs. It is unlikely from the axparience of the
orltd Labour i.iovament, (including the Trotslyists) that anything can ba dona, or
should be attampted on this maiter, bayond a possible "Clcimants' : nion ™
approach, which would ba o doubtful fizld of werk with our overdrown resourcas.
Hedundent workars ara, by dafinition, isoletad workers, and are os such, lass
easily organisads the fight for jobs intensifias their isolation. {.ur moin concem
with tham must he to get tham not te srack with their Trada Unijons,

4, Cther Economic Strugglosi=  This perticularly includes the struggles for
housas, for lowar rents, ate, v/hile such strugales ore volid, it is difficult to
ses how the SLA cr its offiliates con maximise thzir influsnce in thasa.

In perticular, the EET is likely to solve tha housing preblem rsletively zosily:
whan thera is no onz in the country neading ¢ house, tharz is nc housing shortaga,
(This wos actuelly what wos heposning ot the and of the 1950%).

The most promising struggla in this sphare is, ot the momant, of courss s the (3ATC
rant strike. hile individual membars should talc odvantage of their positions

to participatz in such o struggls, it is too big for Trotskyists' influance to be falt,
it is too likely to hs compromisad (andaccantably for fts mambers) and should not
be operated so that other agitations might e waalcenzd by tha obsence of ths
cemrades concarnad, o




Above all, these struggles are likaly, for comrodes to be diversions from ths real
economic struggle in the years chead; that on the shop floor.

5.  Tha Struggle 2 gainst Foraign Exploifcﬁon: In the mining industry, the
SLA is baginning what might e quite o useful compaign, ond en an issue that
can be easily presentad agitcationolly.

It has additional merits. It gives us opanings to the mine=workers. And it is
admirably suited (unliks many of the nossible and potentinl campaigns listed
abova) to be carfied cut by o rzlatively smell group of people. Finally, it is
an issua of which tha news value has been given an impatus by the iesearches
Study Greup's pamphlats.

For the reasons, end althoush it might not be quite within o strategy that would
have bean put forward had not the mines campaign besn started, it is nacessary

that the RiAC throws its waight bahind the SLA's campoign on minss. (This is the
mors likaly to be bancficiol in that it is the whele SLA's campaign: after initial
deubts tha S/ 4 hos rolled in behind it and should be encouraged by the campaign's
process tc use as much of its time es possiblz on this as agoinst its spacific plans.)

6. Tha Cultural Strugalas:  Tha strangth of the 2115 is omeng the students
(particularly secondcry-—schocl si‘udu,nfs) end (clis pronorticnetzly for an Irish
groun) emeng women,

The sngmf‘cnnc= of this lizs in ona foct. In the 2public, mors thon anywhars
else in the ZEC, these groupings are up czgc'l nst the culturol exploitaticn uxarcisad
by ths lmpmnohsm s traditional ally: fh foman Catholic Church,

This means thet there is scope for campaigns emeng studants ond women oar sc.
Indsed, such campaigns hove alraady been taliing placs, and ore likely to continue.

Cur strength in such campeigns is likely to b2 infinitely gractar then would be our
strangth in most strikes. Accordingly, it might bz in our intsrast to turn tha SLA's
attention ~ and aven to on axtent detrimantal to other ccmpclgns - towards tha
possibilities of campaigning in thase fialds.

vlow far we should, or could, g0 in thess wettars, it is difficult to judge. lewaver,
the present author faals thot such cctivity should not bz allowad to intarfare with
a prasence in the industrial struggle or with the SLA's mining compaign.

“lowever, more rasearch is clearly going to be nzeded. /nd, cartainly, even if
the three matters listed are of greater importance thon the cultural strugglas, ths fight
of women and students ara probably, at tha nresent stegz, of greater real valus then
any others. This is, ot laast, bacous: thay oppose the ralinious and saxual taboas
that ths Irish ! oourgeousn 2 hava usad very effectively in ths pest to reinforce (becauss
reinforced by) the cbjective cenditions leading to the backwardness of tha Irish
workers. Cne must add too in the sphara of tha women's struggle, the Znglish
saction's axperience l2ads us to expact on cpaning for woman workars in industry,

7. The Struggle Agoinst Imperialism Cutside Irelandi= !srs again . it is
merely necessary to point out onz foct. rer mora sffzchively then ourselvas. the
SLA can give solidarity end craanisz acticns therein, with forsign onti-imperialist
strugglas = in narticular, that in Indochina. -

It should be encouragad to do so.

Undoubtedly, thare will be critical discussion of the nrasent author's choice of
issues for the agitationol rele of the SLA. This is as it should be. Jut it is to
bs hopad that these who criticiss will dafend thair arguments in /lanist terms
and anable oll comradss to porticipota.
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A final point on the SLA 1s that it should be greater than the sum of its parts.
Comrudes from outside all groups should be ancouraged to set themsalvas up
to play o distinct pait in it as thay have not until now (outsids Bray). This
will benefit the Irtsh revohmon, it mll ca,rfamly only o=nef|r us,

8ut adherencs to and participation in the SLA as an essenholly oguroﬂonal
body is only one part of the proposad revolutionary strategy for the RMG.

The othar part concams the organisation and strotegy of the group itsalf.

Caly if we are doing all our work correctly will ths LA function as we would
want it fo.

ADDENDUM ¢ Notes on "Afgfration

—-—e - op

While it is necossary for us to norﬂclmre in most agitation as part of the SLA -
this does not exempt us from the task of considasing how we should cearry out
this tesk. The chova analysis has concentrated necassarily on the issus of on
what agitetions we should be cencentrating. It must be strassad that if cur
choice of agitation is to be vindieated we must pay more attention to our rola
within it. :

C.ur agitational traditions are thosa of tha YS and of the Irish Laft os a whola:
i.a. an anjoycble disorgonisad, unplonnad pereds, possibly if we're "lucky "
evolving into o punch-up with the pigs. ot least of the tasks with which we're
jumberad, dus to our theoratical pre—aminance is in moking our role within

the SLA's common - 1it=ticns the most effeetiva ona.

The prospact is daunﬁng, of coursa, tc imprassionists who ramember thot we ars .
competing with PD.  ilowevar, os with oll other f2elings of mfenonty (sava on
the score of our numbers) thot are held by 243G comrodes, it is based on illusion
rather than raality. PD's early success was based on a combinaticn of two main
types of factorr tha chjsctiva objectiva situation in  :orthem Iraland (which
connct be copied down hare) and the dadication and datarmination of its membars
(which we can and should try to cony on cll agitations). Scientific analysis has
not really influenced P™% devalopmant of its agitotional stretagy, As when it
was the South Balfast Young Sociclist Allianca, it still depends on the some
slogans, cn the incompetance of its opponents and on the shear weight of its
numbars to overconme its lack of thought on how to aet. But such is the penalty
of success.

Wa cannot raly on such foctors. Cur numbers are spars ond in ths Republic (and
now, with Whitelow, probably in i~orthem Iralond toc) the authoritizs act with
some subtlety. The obvious narvousness of the “ational Limy et the Curragh on
Saturday, July 1st, should pet blind us to the fact that, in genzral, over the
lost faw yeors (since, in 1962, thay ottockad o peacaful march on tha Cuban
crisis) the Garde Siochona has shown itsalf able to ¢hoose whan to oct to kaap
demonstrations in chack. The only. time it failed wes on 9nd February (when the
British Embassy wes bumi) and this wos probably o shrawd move itself, Tha
buming usad up o great daal of adrenalin in on agitation that could only hova
baan contoinad immediotely ot the risk of tuming it to actions more hostile to
Ireland's rulers. Cnce the Embessy had gone, the cops ware able to pravent
any further action os was shown ot the Pessport C ffice tha following night. The
shrawd leadership of the Gardai moy bs getting frayad at the adgas but it con
probably withstand any treditioncl prassure placad on if. -

Thus, the Currogh demo' {and writing on %th July, the subsaquant Provo demo’
there) may not hava b3an on an issue that could shake the faith of the mass of
tha peonle in the Govamment.
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lts most significant offect and ona wshich repaat performances may help
crystallise ~ will probably be on the morela of the iational Amy. Significantly
only @ faw people (and not the PD) leadership) understood this fully. A few
appeals to the troops to "considar their position” (not, of course, to mutiny!)
wera made - but most attention was appliad by the Ieaders of the demonsfrahon
to stir up their (already anthusiastic) supportars. .

In general, then, the Curragh=Portlacise demonstration shewad the traditional
foults of Irish agitation (cmd -again wa are back with the treditional stupidity
cult of the Irish Laft). Ajitation is too eftan treatad os a gamz, ©n axcuss to
get soma frash cir. It aims (that is, the eims of the snacific damo' concernad)
ars impossible onzs and ones that can ba se2en te be impossible with clear
thinking. (At the Curragh, agoin, it wes cbviously ridiculous for us to nratend
that we could gat into tha camp with our numbers - yet the pretence was kapt
up). Such myths may be useful for getting cutsidars involvad - but this is offsat
provably, by a somewhat damaging effact on the morale of the conscious
demonsrrators, a steady sarias of failures does not halp anycne's ’3o||hccl
davalepment,

Thus, in praparing for cach demonstration we must be clzar why we are marching,
who is geing (this part was quite succassfully dons on st July) and cf those who
are going, who is going o do what: who is going to steward (and what he or sha
is going to do as such) who is going to carry our banner {we know from bittar
axparianca that it is difficult for the some couple to carry it for mora thon half
an hour ¢t a stretch = imors or less, aecording to tha wind); who will sall our
paper at the demc' (very badly naglactad on 1st July) who will speak ot the
maating (if therz is one). The last point is particulardy imnortent sinca the
deffaction of our leading vocalist tc a gildad cage in Gardiner Place. Ve don't
have any good spaakars ~ except perhaps Comrade C'Connor, and wa can't ka3p
bringing him frem Limeric: to Sublin where so many sublic maatings are held.
The Zublin ond Belfast comrades must rectify these faults, howsvar smborrassing
it may be, ot first. ¢ '

Thz are just gencral notes, albait importani. . ‘owavar, the general lasson is clzar.
aolshevms must use their brains in praparing agitations os in averything elsa.
heir opponents don't naglact to think when considaring how to crush tham.
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CUAPTEN 4 C‘!;RSELVES ALC . E

g

Cf course, the title of this chapter does not rafer to the political wing of the
Republican }Movement with which wa dedlt in Chaptar 1l.  Rather it refer to
ourselves = ths Ravolutionary [Jarxist Group - and the subject concerns our
particuler role in the immadiate future of the Irish ravolution.

In tha previous Choptars, we explained the weakness of the trish [lorxist
tradition: its naturml bass - the working class = being both small end ctomisad.
W decided that this situdtion meant the survival of epublicanism = in its
various forms = as the dominant ideology in the trish working class. This foct
means that any strategy thet the revolutionary movement is to put forward with
any hope of success must expose the limitetions of Rapublicanism & not only

its socially bourgeois essence, but also the fact, arising out of this, that

hacausa of its hature, it cannot achiave avan the cims it sat itsalf. As the

world copitalist crisis deepens, more opportunities for this will apnear. To

carry out cur task, wa must work as a ravolutionary parly  must wors, agitation=
ally and propagendistically. As we are & smell unit, we must work agitaticnally
within the SLA, nressing for national unification, ths abolition of repression
!orth and South, an 2nd to forsign economic exploitation of mining and agitation
for womens' &nd studants' rights. In this spharz, too we must maintain a link with
the jndustrial struggle. Such are cur perspectives for ection, but we cannot stop
hare. The DM is to bz somathing mora than o pressure group within the SL*;

it cannot liquidate tharein; ths dispersal of forces within the Alliance ars such
than in indepandent organisotion alighed to ths Fourth International must b2
mainfained against its ozponents.

And this foct emphasises the imoossibility of using the 5LA, as on whele, for
nropaganda work, over and above the reasons given in the previous chaptar.
Certainly, we can end should use that body for outting our aropaganda to members
of rival grouns and of none within the SLA. We con use the forum offerad by the
Adlionce in its possible theoratical megozine. But we do thises o prepegandisi
group in our own right and distinct from ofl others.

Thers is o furthar reason for this stond, of course, The fact is that such influencs
that has bean achieved by lrish Trotskyism is genaral end by members of this Group
in particular heve been cchisved in tha raalm of propaganda.  Cur paper, when
oublished, is batter than any cthars. PD hes fo look fe the 7l to help educate its
members. Cur writings cn lrish history ore generally occlaimed, ond more
sigpificontly plagiorisad. Parhaps the highest praise yat given us wos made by
Saan Garland's action in refusing our publications selz in Gardiner Placz, end in
Padraic Yents' purchase of Cemrade Lysaght's Making of orthem lreland
directly under ‘his commander's nosz. The BICC doas not answer our anclysis.
Yéa have achizvad this over some six yaars, despite the lenses info philistinism

of many of our comrades, daspite a complatsly unplonned, ond diserganisad
stretegy. VW are read ond wa cennot be ignored. Ifwa plan chaed, w2 hava

a good chance of smashing the conspirccy of silencs in o shorter tima than it

has taken us to astablish oursalvas,

In this matter, then, we must pay attention fo six ospects thereof:=

1. The Book Service; 4, The Miscussion Grouns;
2. Intemnel. Education; 5. Pamohlets, etc.
3.  The Paper 6, Public /festings ~ cur own and other

peoples’.
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Thase six points, howaver, havs to ba cantrad on our cnalysis. In our propaganda
~ we muat operate (ond be seen to oparota) the /othod cf Diglactical Materialism,

explaining its Prectical fioremion - the Pamcnent tevolufion ~ and the Crgani-
sation necemary to implement ¥t = the Fourth Intemnational. . .

For tha raasons axplained already, upholding these thres will be o full-tim: job.
The Irish Lefiwing scana is crowded with our opnonents. Cn the one hand, thare
are tha militant Republicans, with their hankering after a two, or (in i-orthem
Ireland) o thrée stage strategy of action. Cn the other side’; are the Economists
of LWR ond SWid, with parspactives of o "one stage straiegy " such es is limited,
in practica to "giving the economic struggle o political form™. At the for and
of this wing are the BICC: and its "Workers Association " which reprasents the
development of Economism into diract and conscious support for imperiolism,

end which cannot be opposad sffectively with Republican wacpons. 2+ ihe end
of the other wing are the tendencies in militant Republicenism towaids the SOLP,
Aontacht Eireann and Fionna Fail. And, as Chopter 1, emphasiszd, thess divisions
arisz out of an under~daveloped industriet working-class open to division and
delusion by the forces of religious suparshition,

Jut this situation hos compansations. The very fact that the powar of imperiali sm
cnd its native associates is based on under~devaopment gives us mammoth
opportunities. As we have sean, the Irish bourgeoisia has neithor been abla nor
hos had to hide behind the davaloped scabbarias of the British LP, or of the
Communist Parties of France end Itely. Despite the greot mess of the last four
years, tha Irish working closs is still opan to Mandsm, insofar cs it-is open to
knowledge. If objectively thera is much to be done, -subjectivaly the oppositicn
is puny. CFcourse, our task won't ba done ovemight or aven in'a yeor. Tc
_imagina that it can be is one pit-fall to evold. Anothar is to take the more
immediately rawording but, ultimately sterile, path of tha BICC : 1o sae ths
workers calling for theoratical braad end giva tham o nourishing dict of the bast
granite chips, bacouse we can't be botherad (ore ars scarad) to do battar. In
taking eur epportunities, we must display the responsibility of o true Revoluticnary
+larxist Group. '

Such such is our task (nothing more or lass than to apply basic Scientific Sociclism
te eliminate tha ignoronce of centurias) than its sheer broodnass of scopa gives an
axtra problem to thet which nomally dasets the prepcration of ¢ progremme cf
propagando.  This latter difficulty is inhorent in the nature of propaganda as
being "tha axplanation of many things". For more thon with agitation, thars is
ths possivility thot eny too caraful 2rogramme of propagends will 52 thrown out
of jcint by ths appearances of new “things to axplain®, Ia cur casz, the problem
is incraosed aven furthar by limited resources.

Fecordingly, in the scheme of our propagande tasks cver the naxt year, the mannsr
of publication looms almost as importantly as the choice of subject. Such chdicas
have to b2 made and discussad accordingly to the madic (sosh werd!) wa conirol.,

1. . The Plough Book Service:  This one of cur nrepagandist tasks ise put first
for two rzasons. It is tha most developed of tham cad it narforms the most bosic
function in propagenda: o wida supply of literaturs for the political ly conscious,

It is symptomatic thai ths hook servies enly raally bagen to devalop its potzntial
with the 2mergencs of tha "Luft Cpposition” in the Young Socialists and with
that body's breach with the Y5 to form the V0, Sinca then, however in just
over aightesn meonths, demend has risen until it is new impossible to supply fl
books demanded and cll nsads that srise without a massive injection of caopital
(£100: the second in o ysar) This is wholly to be wslcomed ~ if we can supply
the money (and wa may be cble to do so).
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In thesa circumstonces, branches must begin (if they have not dona 0, already)
to put book sales high on their priorities for propaganidst action. Tublin, in
particular, may be able to onen a full-scale book shop next year. ‘“lowavar,
the overwhelming need for such an enterprise is not in Dublin, but in Belfost,
as in the latter city, the forces of the petty bourgaois opposition t6 “amxism
are far bettar organised. ‘ot cnly is thare the dabilitating raligicus division
but (os o result, partly of this) thare are ¢ foo, the divisions betwean, on the
one hand, the mindlass, mjlitant “apublicans and the "Twe .- ations Gorillas"
{the formar will becoma much more formidablaz svan than the lottar when

D C'logon laavas Long Kash in his crown of thoms). Belfast neads fiarxism
then es few other creos go. The Mublin brench can’ provably go chead, for
the time baing, with ¢ mail order service and ¢ stall at the GPC. lowevar,
Balfast must have a bookshop. I it bacomes necassary to choose, the Relfast
Bookshop must have priority over Dublin, IF the Delfast comrades can't sot up
such an enterprise alonz, thay should do so in alliancs with P In Limarick
and Corlc, the nsed does not seem to bs as graet as in oither capitals.,

But what are the shops/stalls going to ss ? Cbviously, the Bocksarvice's

present stock provides the nuclzus of what is needsd. Dut it does no mora than thot.
‘e will' have to start planning on whot we must place tha main amphesis in our
ammessing of future stocks. ‘ L
As o matter of fact, it is clear from study of the situation in Ireland, that tha two
most pressing neads of f:he Irish Left is for study in Irish - Jistory and Dialectical
Matsriolism.  The BICC has made its raputation on carefully doctorad versions

of the formzr; on the lattar (epart from reprinting Stalin's “listorical and Dialactical
Materialism) it has, wisely, remoinad silent. /s can offord nort tc do so:
contrariwisz, wa cannot offord to kezp our pecca. Against the crude methodol ogies
of both wings of tha Irish Laft, as ogoinst economism, idealism nnd matophysics, tha
axplanation of Tialsctical Materialism is of vital importance. /At the soma time
knowledgs of Irish history should b encouraged as part of tha educaticn of the

Left ond is the row material = which tha dialzctic must anlightan.

It will be objacted that the study of [ ‘arxist Sconomics is as importont as that of
the method tharsof. Thisis truz, whars all other mattars ars soval. lowsver, in
Iraland, things arz not aqual. In foct, tha basis of . ‘arxist economics is understood
ganerally by ell conscious saciors of the Irish working closs. It is the ralaiion of
ths economic facts within tha political situntion that has elways sluded its under-
standing. And this is haloed, of coursa, agoin by bourgzois productive relations
and by religious methodology arising tharefrem. ‘!ance, method rether than
@conomics is of the essance of our tréining,

It is true, however, that thers is o need for more sals of Laninist (rather then
early iMarxist) economic studiss. This is in ordar to countar the illusions of the

vaerious Stalinites with their emphasis on Impariolism os the “ighest fom (
rather than, correctly the “ighast (Tamvorol Stege) of Cepitalism.

Finally, and to repect the amphasas givan above should not, in any way, ha
allowed to detract from the continuing tasks of the Jcokssrvica. This is to
maintein sales of the bosic works of iarxism ns egainst finerchism, Social
Petocracy, Stalinism, Fascism and other monifastetions of patty bourgeois
confusion,

2.  Internal Education: Chviously, the Croup connot mals sffactiva
propaganda if it is not itsalf davdoning in its thaoratical vaderstendin g, .
Cf course, all its lassons will not he taught it by formol aducational classes:
some will b2 tought as the rasult of experience in agitotion: soma will be taught
from othar groups' attemnts of propagenda.  (Sze below for mors datails).
onethelass, the developmant of understanding must bs carriad cut insids the
Group and by tha conscious affort of the Sroun iiself,




It is here thot we recosnise one of the re-~l odvoats .es of.:
nembarship of {(or casocivcticn with) the Fouprth Intern:tionsl.
Kot lecst of our nacds is to lecrm from the collective experience
of the workin eleas of the world. s D :

0 course, t1is ¢sn be done by rn indewendc t woup siivviag in

Lie. 'nd nd reciar f.relgn 3ceislist o ners, .lo.ever, thie is
unli’ e,y t. bDe dume very @il vith.ut the goecpers-ica . oller
pps @ chbteeout lal pictdon ec-osdiacted Jpo the inteer loa L
ca. v, e nocd to stren tuen cur inls -ad te > webeu ip get o
Lorger sacoly o f the angllish o Leoagwetie pericd -cxls -ud the aabsrn L
’ AoTe doguaends oo §.t € e con be eire . ted o re oulfitly through-
cut the wicle revwe  wods vl Lopelp eomr den o . €les cutiide

5 blip to be teld in tiue if t eve i gu dntern bi.asl event Uhot
thoy 3t cish ko tiend.

e JX. @zw nolp o i tids acheve da . ¢ ther cauer: by the

13 gres eps 2ol —ectovers to te-ch ws st wesiend
se. 1s (~ud %o ce - wun tu oim va crestige ot oudbiie rootings.,
It is s.woys ta.oting e bolieve t. t i@ osr o it c.one. In
f ct, nd thouz: e're -et¥er then 2uyone in Irelond, our level
iz sti1ll low by internctionsl stozdords. Cver the uext yeor,
wetre .o0ins to necd ressive oid frowm the . I.'s theory boak:
wrob bly -t the pote of one weck~end school per quarter. He
should not hecitote to Gewsad this,

Beside the Intermstionsl weelend sghoecls, we a'iould Love our
own weelkend scheols (Ferhsps two fa the uext yerr.) ot =11

of these wesiend schools should, of guurse, be held in the same
pleeg.

Finolly, of gourag, sll thgse must be linked with a aocatisuous
ppogromag of education.

A gifficulty im this lsst poimt is thet our distribwtion
thaoughout the country will meke it difficult ecither to yun o
nztion>l plsn of interncl educstios or, °s is more normol for
n: tional groups, to rua 2 agheme of locel cducotion courses.

A1l thet we eon say, here, is that there is 2 need for o genersl
plen of education on three fyonta. We should lezrn the lMorxist
Mothod (imgluding the orrows of Religious superstition - North
and -outh), the Zcomomics of Copitslism in its death ~gon
(including the role of the cloms thot willh give it its coup de
grace) ~nd the History of Irelond im welotion to thot of the
world in general. Tﬁéie should e groups Epecislisipg in ssch
of these: nobody will be expected to do uore then one, though
there moy be on overlsp when each group holda its weekend
schools, which wmembers of the others will atiend.

The above will be the responsibility wsinly of the Dublin Broneh;
braopehes outside Dublin mey respond ja different ways, They mey
wish to divide up betweer the eourses eagh of them arrenging with
the Dudblin groups how they will contribute to esch course. The
Breach wembers msy collectively joia one psptieuler course. Or
they may decide to stay outside 211 of them ond operote their own
schome of educetion, correspomding with goch course, equelly.
Such things connot be planngd adequately.

However, 2ll plens for courses must awzit the pending production
of on Comrades Kelly's, Speed's, Smith's papers (on Relizion
The Workers! Stste ond the nature of the Dolghevik Peifi;)aﬂd
Their finsl publication omd distyidution >@ong the Sroup. With-
out theae, our basic edueatioa is imeomplete.

3. The Peper: There is very little to be s21d sbout The Plough.
It is undoubtedly the best Hapxist paper in Irelend and it will
be kept thot wsy. The agtusl prodlem zbout it is one of regul-

arity bosed on 2 failure of marketting.




(Limerick hes beem effiecient in this: this problem is that -of ‘the

ather bronches). All that one e2n say is thot the pspers business
monagement will hove to be pub on a more business-like footing.

A lesf will probobly have to be-token from the old TWG which

with 21l its faults, did know how to sell pepers. Everyone will

hove to sell 2 certain quota, the aress will have to be divided

beforehand: & e¢hort of ssles will heve to be prepsred. We must

aim to bring out 2 menthly instead of what is now, in fact, o

bi-monthly peper. : : 3

4All thot hoving been seid, it remsins true thot The Plough is
brobably the only revolutionory iocislist paper im Irelend that
could be sold s successfully ss it is two months after publication,

L)
°
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b,  The Discussion Groups: Besides the poper, the Discussion
“roups sre our mein recruiting se well as more generally propage-
andist forces. Since the foundestion of the group, it is true

to say that their potentisl as such has not been genorally reslised.
This is understandsble; we ore entering 2 period as 2 new group

but with & lot of the unfinished husineass ("he Hictory of the
Irish Republicenism ") of the old.  As with the internal educstion
teere are still o few popers to be delivered and o few uore to be
printed ond distributed. This should be dome imuedistely sc ‘that
the ground has been clesred for. new nction. . - o

It is suggested, here, that the runting of the Discussion CGroups

be the joint responsibility of the lesders. of the internal study
groups (perhops under the advice of an PC Rducstion CPficer), end
thot they fulfill » role of, in effect, the centre of publicction
for each group's publisheble “discoveries’, as well es a centre

to try out these discoveries ond subject them to test. Thus ot

DG Meetings, net only internsl educstiomel group members,: but
indencndent members should be encoursged to submit pepers. . Noturally
this may not be g¢asy to fit in with the verious bronches, but it can
probebly be ironed out, in pre~Conference discussions or on the
probeble PC sfter the sonfereunce. o -

this, of course, will produce soue criticisn frowm those whe feel
thot the 1DG's should be gesred to specific issues (such os the
good old "Two Notions" folkmyth). . But, in fasct, it does mot
preclude thet 2 certoin emount of time will he taken up by such
issues. 411 it does do is set such issues firmly in en oversll
context. The BICO con afford not to do this: to desl with its
“Metions in isolation from everything else - but we are Merxists,

All Thot is needed iz that each group prepsre & dual agends for '
its members ond for ite 7 shore of the meetings of the discussion
Group{s). :

It is importent thet such plens be msde beforehsnd so that the
specific MDG Meetings con be nsdvertised in the relevent issue
of The Plough (smother srgument for regular publicaticn).
Probsbly, the bald cdvertising of Discusasion Groups - with no
mention of the subjects to be discussed ~ did not engourage
attendance thereot.

The weekend Schools will, of ecourse, be generally, gppendages

@f the Discussion Groups resther thea.of the Intermel Hducstion
Groups, i.e., they will be sdvertised ond non-members will be sble
and encouraged to attend.

P Pomphlets, etc.: Up to now, the list of propegendist tacks

for us hos been given on r deliberately non-polemical basis.

Cur sk iz not just to fight agoinst the Two I'=tions myth, agoinst
religious superstitution or agrinat the two-stage concept of

socizl revolution. It is to provide an alternstive method to the
ones that crested those illusions in enough people to form a natursl
centre of theoreticzl ~nd propeg-ndist opposition to- the soid.
illusions and to others thst mey sppe~r. 2Apsrt from The Plough

all the medis listed above are pulted primerily to thI5 tosk.
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