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AN CAMCHEACHTA

TEHE STARRY
PLOUGH

**Education is an important element in the struggle for human rights. It is the means to help our children
and our people rediscover their identity and thereby increase their self-respect. Education is our passport fo
the future for tomorrow belongs only to those who prepare for it today.” — Malcolm X

CHANGING SOCIETY IS A TALL ORDER; changing Irish society with its political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural structures set in the concrete of partition is a daunting task.

Republicans and other anti-imperialists have measured up to the task they have
faced over the last 23 years with fortitude and ingenuity.

The corner-stone of resistance has been our ability to move the struggle onto new
terrain, to outmanoeuvre our opponents, to plan ahead and take advantage of situa-
tions created by ourselves or unwittingly by our opponents.

Such imagination does not occur accidentally. It arises because republicans have a
clear understanding of the relationship between the theory and practice of revolution-
ary struggle. That theory derives from knowledge. That knowledge is acquired not by
waving a magic wand but by patient study of history, politics and economics. It
emerges from debates and conversations with comrades and supporters.

The Starry Plough, (An Camchéachta), is offered as an educational tool to assist you in
developing a deeper understanding of the methods to use locally or nationally in
advancing towards liberation in its broadest sense.

In this edition comrades and commentators have written articles which we believe
assist the process of political training and understanding. The articles deal with some
of the burning issues facing our struggle and facing the Irish people, particularly the
working classes.

We are very happy to carry a contribution from a member of the Protestant commu-
nity. The paper was given to a private Sinn Féin conference held in Derry over a year
ago. It provides republicans with a rare insight into the views of the unionist commu-
nity and is a valuable contribution to deepening our understanding of how that com-
munity thinks.

This is the second issue of The Starry Plough (An Camchéachta). The first edition was
warmly received inside and outside the party. We hope comrades and athers use the
magazine as a forum for ongoing discussion at cumann level and respond to us in
writing,.




@ Larry O'Toole at the Four Courts in Dublin for the hearing of his to Section 31 1 his views as
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STARRY PLOUGH INTERVIEW

WITH LARRY O'TOOLE:
SINN FEIN, COMMUNITY
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STARRY PLOUGH:WHAT DID BEING A
REPUBLICAN MEAN TO YOU WHEN YOU
JOINED SINN FEIN?

LARRY OTOOLE: 1joined Sinn Féin in 1984
when there was a drive to build Sinn Féin in
the 26 Countses. Al that time | was still
thinking of republicanism as something to do
with the Six Counties. Locally [ was involved
in community work, working with people, rot
s0 much protesting as running functions and
organising football teams and I was also
involved in the Bakers Union. Until I joined

Sk Fiéan, | never tied in the social and
economic issues with the national struggle.
But when I joined it became very clear that the
struggle had many facets, one of which was
the British oceupation of the Six Counties, but

ually important was the social and economic

injustices which affected the people in the 26
Counties which are a direct result of the
partition of our country.

SP: WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE T
PROBLEMS WE ENCOUNTER AS
REFUBLICANS IN THE 26 COUNTIES?
LO'T: 1 think the main problem we have is
getting people o see us as relevant in the 26
Counties. We are doing community work in
my area, and people do see this as being
relevant but it just seems as though we are
maoge identified with the struggle in the Six
Counties. 1 think this is a problem.

Another problem I found in the local
elections was that people wene saying that
they were going to vole for Larry OToole, not
Sinn Féin and 1 thought what happens if there
is no Larry OToole next clection? We have
ot to get people thinking about the whole
struggle. Most people are trying 1o survive
each day, they are not as interested as wie are
in what is going on in Belfast or even Cork. All
they hear is the media putting down the
struggle so they don’t understand and it's hard
far them to understand because they have

!liu
l\cu] n L‘arndaldelnmp Social Club

S smh _uumum-e durin; :
plans, The courageous

AND TRADE UNION ACTIVIST

Since then he has been invols
particularly fo

s including D

the four-month
and redunda
pread sympathy but th

i ene to s

calle

® Larry stood as Sinn Féin candidate in the

Artane constituency in the Local Elections

their own problems. There is a 70-80%
unemployment rate in Darndale at the
moment 5o you ean understand why people
find it difficult to think beyond their
immediate problems.

SP: YOU PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE IN
THE GATEAUX STRIKE — WHAT WERE
THE ISSUES?

LOT: It was the List big bakery that wa:
unionised, all the rest of the bakeries had no
union or their unions were not really effective;
50 my opindon was that the m. ent
wanted a dispute. They thought that if the
dispute went on for a while some people
would come back to work and thus water
down the union a bit by getting unakilled

workers in. But no one bmh'

EP: WHY DO YOU THINK THE WORKERS
WERE S0 STRONG?

LO'T: When a struggle starts you can
really pick the comemitted people out. There
‘were some shop stewards who were great
when times were good and they only had to
do menial things, but when the strike starbed
they were absolutely useless, they just went
sick and never came back. But then some
people came forward who had never been
active in the union. People organised finance
who had never done anything like that before
in their lives, people wrote out leaflets,
organised marches, dealt with the media etc
all these peaple who had never thought of
becoming shop stewards in their life. So in the
end it was pecple who genuinely wanted 1o
keep their jobs that took part in the struggle.

5P WHAT 15 THE SITUATION WITH THE
WORKERS NOW SINCE THE FACTORY
CLOSED?

LOT: | spoke to some of the stronger workers
when I knew the closure was imminent and
we were going to be paid off, and |
encouraged the ones who had shown their
strength during the strike not to just go back to
doing nothing again. | wasn't pointing them
towards Sinn Féin. Even if they just got
involved in tenants assaciations, unemployed
groups, some form of political work but
unfortunately this didn’t happen at all. What
happened was that most of them just drifted
away and are really not involved in anything
atall. Iknow of one of them who got heavily
involved in a strike that went on in Finglas
Endustrial estate scme time after, and at beast
that was something.

SP: DID YOU GET ANY BACKING FROM
THE CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS?
LO'T: This was the saddest part of the whole
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thing. The bakers’ union was totally negative
towards the whale strike. After about three
days they were kind of bending over
backwards to find any kind of a settlement to
get us back to work. None of the workers had
any confidence in the C . They were
sending people in to try to undermine the
strikers, to do little deals ete. Gateaux got an
injunction against plcketing which turmned out
to be useless, the gardal wouldn't even act on
it, no one was arnested. But many people felt
that the Congress used the excuse of the
injunction being there to do nothing about the
strike

SP: DURING THE STRIKE YOU HAD
DIRECT EXTERIENCE WITH SECTION 31,
S0 CAN YOU TELL ME A BIT ABOUT
THAT?

LO'T: 1was elected chair of the strike
committee and people saw my job as being a
spokesperson for the strike, which early on
only meant the paper media. But later on
whien RTE got interested in the strike and
began to do interviews, that's when I was
censored under Section 31 because of my
membership of Sinn Féin.

5P: DID THE WORKERS SUPPORT YOU
AND YOUR RIGHT TO BE THEIR
SPOKESPERSON?

LOYT: That never became an issue, because
there were other people scting as
spokespersons. Different radio stations were
using specific strikers to do interviews.
However, it educated the strikers on the
reality of censorship in this part of the country.
Recently on Capital radio there was a phone in
on censorship, and a woman who worked in
Gateausx rang in and said that she used 1o
work in Gateaux during the strike and that our
views were not put across because of Section
31. Tdon't think the workers thought about it
at the time but at least now if they hear the
term Section 31 they know what it means.

SP: MOVING AWAY FROM THE
GATEAUX STRIKE, WHAT OTHER ISSUES
ARE SINN FEIN INVOLVED IN IN YOUR
AREA?

LOT: Well Darndale is neglected, like all
working-class areas. The issues are bad
housing, high unemployment, drugs, crime.
We are agitating at the moment on the housing
refurbishing programme, which is going to
take years unless there {3 a campaign to push
Dublin Corporation to complete the work

5P: RECENTLY SINN FEIN CONTESTED
THE LOCAL ELECTION IN THE 26
COUNTIES. WE INCREASED THE VOTE
IN YOUR AREA. WHAT DO YOU THINK
THE REASONS FOR THIS ARE?

LO'T: The election team llent

COMMUNITY REFS, WHO ARE
RELEVANT TO THE PEOFPLE AND HAVE
A TEAM AROUND THEM?

LO'T: Yes definitely.

3P: DURING THE ELECTIONS DID YOU
GET ANY RESPONSE FROM THE PEOFLE
AT THE DOORS ABOUT THE NATIONAL
QUESTION?

LOT: Mo. This may seem very negative, but
the response we got was, "0k, you're doing a
great job, [ lnow you've got your views on the
North and everything. but we'll put that
aside’. People separated the local issues from
the national struggle.

SP: HOW DO YOU THINK WE CAN LINK
THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC ISSUES WITH
THE BRITISH OCCUPATION IN THE SI1X
COUNTIES?

LO'T: There are ways. We need an exchange of
views between working-class people in
Bullysmarphy, Damdale and oiher areas. So

Without any geeat talk about it, the whole
beam just seenied Lo come logether. There was
a buzz abot the whole thing. We had built
up to the election with small campaigns and
community work ¢tc. In Damdale the fact that
the Corporation was planning to build more
houses in the area — which is already a high
density area — and we were the ones who
exposed this, helped. T worked in Damdale
most of the time during the clections but [ had
a team dolng community work ete, in other
areas and theing in with me all the time.

5P: S0 IN ORDER TO BUILD SINN FEIN
IN THE 26 COUNTIES, DO YOU FEEL WE
NEED TO HAVE GOOD LOCAL

where people see for
themselves what conditions people have to live
with, will build real links between working-class
people. We also need to highlight the repressive
nuture of the British occupation by bringsng
wictims of British injustice to my anea and other
working clxss ancas.

SP: DO YOU THINK WE ARE DOING
TOTIE IN THE LOCAL

LO'T: 1am worried that we are separating the
b issues because it is the easiest thing to do.
We do great community work, we work on
republican issues like extradition, but we are
still unable 1o tie in the two strgghes.
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® Larry reading a press statement after a meeting of the Galunx workers mlh :ommn-
e in July 1990 — the strike educated the workers on the reality of censorship

SP: THE PEOFLE WHO VOTED FOR YOU,
WOULD YOU SAY THEY WOULD COME
OUT ON AN EXTRADITION MARC
NOW OR BUY AP/RN?

LOT: Mo they wouldn't.

For instance, before Diessie was handed over
tor the Brits, we had two pickets nearly every
night in Artane and in Damndale, but the pickets
were only attended by republicans, scare of
‘whom might have been republicans already, but
o massive tumn out of local people. You see
that’s the problem there, even paper sales didn’t
wark after the eloction, there was no raise in the
sales, like | normally leave ben papers in the local
shop in Darndale and after the elections there
was no change in that amound. So there is
something there, a division. People didn't see
the link between voting for me and buying the
AP/RN. We need to look at ways of bringing
these things together. | don't know if | can throw
any light on this, | think that is up to the party,
but | do see that by being relevant to people in
the 26 Counties you can make gains. Like in the
loag term people are voting for Sinn Féin — they
might be voting for Larry OTocle, but they are
shill voting for Sinn Féin

O the positive side at least they have
stepped over that far, before they would
have never voled for us but now they're
voting for someone whe the media portrays
Jﬁbclng the POLITICAL WING OF THE
.50 that's a major step for people to
m.n« But still those people didn’t show
any interest in buying AP/RN. 1 didn’t
really mind about that because at least they
:ook the step of voting for us, and If they
willing 1o go that far, maybe they will be
little bit further.

fin st be seen a3 2 party on the
move. People like 1o support a winner.




PARTITION — WHAT

IT MEANS FOR ...

IRISH WORKERS
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Constitution. But that is not en
to present an alternati

Given the conservative ethos of the Irish constitution
with its promotion of the rights of private property
and its ban on divorce, it is not surprising that many
Irish workers would not be up in arms against
proposals to change it. And republicans would be
among the first to agree that the 1937 Constitution is
outdated and a new modern constitulion is needed for
a new modern Ireland. However, the plans being
promoted to change Articles 2 & 3 represent an attack
on the very concept of uniting the Irish people and
need to be very carefully examined by all who wish to
build a new progressive democratic socialist society in
Ireland. It may be argued that Articles 2 & 3 are
irrelevant to Irish workers in this ongoing economic
crisis. Bul, is the opposite not the case? 1s the whole
tragic histary of the past 70 years, North and South,
with mass unemployment, poverty and emigration
and social and economic backwardness not a
vindication of James Connoelly’s wamnings when
partition was mooted in 19147
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assembly production units and used transfer pricing o create large
profits, which were then siphoned out of Ireland. These exported
profits, when added to the capital invested abroad by Irish business
and interest repayments on the foreign debt, have totalled £4 billion
per year for the past three years, which is one fifth of ous GNP. If even
a fraction of this t‘!‘po'lcd wealth (which is generated by Irish
workers) was reinvested in Ireland, it would make a massive
difference to our levels of unemployment, emigration and poverty.
But this is unlikely to happen while the present partitionist n.gm-L
with its lonial mentality of di 4 d
the EC handouts remain in control.

It is true that a united Ireland would not necessarily do things
differently but it is impossible to envisage any effective challenge
o the present right-wing establishments, North and South, <\S!UI\5
as partition persists and the working elass remains divid
Ronnie Munck and Douglas Hamilton put it: “Comtinationt o'
present tremds will atmost mr«mi‘y rm! mived people’s needs in cither Irish

by

shate. A wy corsent woiuld
produce tangibiz, ;nm.wmu.w.mw.f s, However, ren  on
&5 owen % stoply mof enoigh and some kind of democratic trangforumtion

af the econeamy weuld need te cccur, The
mistesed resources of the Irish econaney, Nertls and
wrlocked.™

SOCIAL PROGRESS?

Has the social developrent of the two partitioned states in Ireland
been any better than their economic performance? Again we do not
have to look far for the answer. In the South, divorce is banned,

# Cahal Daly — has openly called for the removal of Articles 2 & 3

information on abertion is banned,
homosexuality is banned and even non-medical
contraceptive sabes are limited despite the “new
Viberalizsi” of Flanna Fiil and the PDs. There is
still much clerical control of education and health
with Catholic “efhivs committers”™ in hospitals
banning and restricting certain medical

ures such as sterilisation and
hysterectomies.

In the Morth social backwardness also
provails. A current example is the row aver the
proposal to open a Brook (no relation!) Advisory
Clinic in Belfast. An unsavoury alliance of SPUC,
SDLP, DUP, the Catholic Church and the Free
Preshyterian Church is opposing this sex
advisory service for young people. Add in the
“Save Lilster from Sodonry”, in the late 70s early
802, the censorship of films like The life of Brian
and the ban on playgrounds opening on Sundays
and it is clear that Connolly's predicted “carmizad
of reaction” is in full swing on both sides of the
border.

The question is: would this situation change if
jpartition was ended? One way of answering this
is to look at the most reactionary elements in
Ireland and their stance on Articles 2&3. The
most conservative leadess in the Catholic Church
such as Cahal Daly and Bishop Newman have
made it clear thet they wish 1o preserve their littke
Catholic-dominated state in the South. Daly has
openly called for an end to Articles 2 & 3 as have
the Jesuits who play a major role in preserving
social and econcmic inequality in the south with
their exclusive private schools. They are
supported by the most right-wing politicians in
the South like Pat Cooney and Brendan
MicGahon, who have been leading opponents of
social liberalisation, republicanism and socialism
In the MNosth the same link exists between anti-
republicanism and sceial reaction with Paisley
and his party and the conservative Catholic wing
of the SDLP 3 represented by Eddic McGrady
Weing prime examples

In a divided Ireland where the Catholic
Church doeminates in the South and Protestant
fundamentalism flourishes in the North, there
is liftle chance of social progress. But in a
united country the Catholic Church would not
b in the same dominant position (if only
because of the one million Protestants and the
fact that a large portion of northern nationalists
do not heed Catholi ics preaching) and the
new Ireland would be genuinely secular. Protestant fears, which
provide a fertile ground for fundamentalism, should be greatly
reduced. Robert Heatley forecasts that: “new political alliances
would develop in a United Ireland. Social and cliess lines wonld develop
and Hiis, if it swes do be true b
forsevrsd in terms of demven
ilispossessed, North lebo ilths, Prodest mmhlmi Catlrolics, the jobless, the
Fowwr perial coield at bist begin to get their democratic
rights as ¢ us. Tlris ero sitwation would relense the long suppressed
rdical potential of the Profestant peaple.”

clerics

DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS?

Most socialists, trade unionists and other progressive people
would agree that there has been many restrictions on democratic and
human rights in Ireland over the past 70 years and there are numerous
Amnesty International reports to verify that

In the North there has been a constant “Stale of Emergency™ since
1921 when the B-Specials backed pogroms against Catholic residents
and workers. This continued on and off up o the start of the civil
fights campaign in 1968 when the RUC again led vicious assaults an

bess marchers. The since then is a long
one, a semall sample of which Jnrludcs the R'L.L led pogroms in 1969,
, Bloody Sunday, plastic bullets, police torture, shool-te-kill
h forces collusion with loyalist death squads {(which is
reminiscent of South Africa and El Salvador). 1t has bee gued that
these acls of repression are only a response to the IRA's armed
campaign but it should be remembered § ely 1969, 69-year- old
Samuel Devenney was battoned to death




and 65-year-old Francis McCloskey was.
beaten to death at his front door in.
Dungiven. These were the first victims of
the “troubles” and were perpetrated by the
RUC long before the TRA fired a shot.
‘This restarted the cycle of repression and

e which is unlikely o end while
partition continies.

The South ks o great bastion of human
rights observance either. As in the North
there has been “emergency legislation” on the
statute books since 1921 One element of
this legislation, Section 30 of the Offences
Against the State Act, is wsed to stop, search,
and arrest anyone the police chooses. [t has
used against Birmingham Six
pmh‘-.mrs. an

has been used to b elected politicians,
elected trade union and sirike commitiee
spokespersons and to jail and sack
joumalists. As & result, a whole ¢
censorship has evolved which preve
most people in the South from hearing
about muc ession in the
Morth, When we include the discrimination
a it womnen and Travellers, the banning
of "Immoral’ books and filins, the removal of
pages from imported women's magazines
and the prosecution of record stares for
selling of condoms, it s clear that civil
liberties are also restricted in southern
Ineland. Again, it is not possible to “preve”
that, if partition had not been imposed,
there would be mose aemocratic and less
repressive ethos but it is clear that much of
the violations of human rights derive from
the artificiality and insecurity of both
partitioned states.

Of course, the imposition of partition
st the wishes of a majority of the
Irish people was itself a denial of
democracy. Those trying to get rid of
Articles 243 claim tha
majoity in a part of Ireland so the Six
counties should be partitioned. But why
k|4'>l. six counties? Why can the nationalist majority in Fermanagh and

e (or Wiest Belfast, Derry, South Armagh or South Down) not

.||\ll be allowed to 5«‘” determination? The logical extension of
partition is repartiti th
pelitical norsense that o
propose it as a solution. And the ugumml: put in favour of
dropping Articles 2 & 3 are the same as those put by the Ear right in
South Africa in favour of partition there.

CONCLUSIONS
|\uh|.‘.am dn not claim that a united Ireland would

all; 10 an improvement in the economic, social and
atic life uf the Irish workers. On the contrary, we would bc
ning No
nfln\ pat in the apinion polls, to form a
same disciedited system that rules the South today. What republicans
itely saying i that an end to the artificial dl»umn nf the
3 necessary | 1o the radical ¢
s needed 0 give hope Lo the jobless, |,m,wr_ m.-
amen and all these who are marginalised and
wesent failed system. Even the New Ireland
p to oppose Sinn Féin had 1o conclude:

palitical stability have resulted i exire

e socio-econamic development of
adverse effect on the

+ prsition k-hnm"r f :
iges e frce Irisl society, North and South, towards the end
of the 20th Centrery.”

Owver the past year there has been a concerted effort by

unionists are a @ The 26 Counties Is no great bastion of human rights — ‘emergency’ lql!llllon is used routine-
Iy to stop, search and arrest anyone the police chooses

conservatives and some who claim to be on the left of the political
spectrum to get Articles 2 & 3 deleted or amended. 1t is perfectly
understandable why those with wealth, power and influence in the
present set-up should try to maintain theis relative privileges by
copper-fastening partition. What is perplexing is why self-proclaimed
socialists should try to maintain a system which has resulted in so
much poverty, misery and division for working peopl
South. This '_l\lmdmc is well Mrlbcd Ih Andn\-m Uuwd

serious n%

vion progress and

In order to defend the legitimacy and the practical advantages
of Irish unity, republicans and other socialists need 1o oppose the
campaign to remove Articles 2 & 3 of the Constitution, But that is
not encugh. We have to present an alternative vision of a united
Ireland which will not be dominated by the Catholic or any other
church or run by the cable of erooked and corrupt politicians and
businessmen (they are all men) which has been exposed by recent
scandals. This new vision should be based on the principles of
maximum decentalisation of power, economic equality and
freedom of information and should incorporate a Charter of
Human Rights based on the UN charter. Republicans must also
listen to the views of all genuine progressive groups and
individuals on how best to achieve this democratic soclalist
republic




REACTIONS TO  m—m
SINN FEIN
POLICIES IN THE
PROTESTANT
COMMUNITY

The purpose of this short paper is to
discuss some issues related to the
impact of Sinn Féin policies and
strategies in the Protestant commu-
nity. It is partly based on a study
during 1986-1988 of a loyalist com-
munity on the east bank of Derry or
Londonderry as they prefer it to be
known, and partly on my general
perception of unionist thinking.
Before dealing with specific issues T
want to make three general points.

Firstly, one can be intercsted in the views
of opponents for two reasons. One is to
understand in order to take their views into
account. The other is to understand only
encugh to deal with their oppression or to find
ways of undermining their position. Sinn Féin
itself has been treated in this way, and knows
what it feels like. In writing this short paper |
am mindful of both these possible interests of
the reader. 1 have written it for those who
genuinely want to understand, and do not see
it as part of my task to give an account which
undermines Protestants” positions. It is in any
case a doubtful tactic to strip away opponents”
arguments and take advantage of their weak-
nesses, because any altempt to undermine a
group may provoke a much more aggressive
reaction. Peter Marris in his book Loss and
Change makes the point that *The mere nakedly
pesple are expesed lo the anxicties of change, the
mare wnconpremisingly they will try fo erect pro-
lective barriess.”

Secondiy, there are severe limitations on
Sinn Féin's ability to influence the perception
of their policies and strategies by Protestants.
Firstly they do not distinguish different strains
of nationalist thinking, often lumping together

“Protestants feel they belong
in Ireland, though they also
feel that their sense of belong-
ing is challenged by Republi-
can rhetoric which does not
take account of them. They do
not want to leave, but they
also fear being submerged in a
Catholic state.”

® The Protestants of Derry are aculely aware of their minority position In the

Sinn Féin is the enemy of the Protestant com-
munity. Sinn Féin do not have ready acoess o
the community to express their policies for-
mally with Protestant groups. Statements in
the newspapers and on radio and television
are too impersonal, even if they were not oper-
ating under the media ban restrictions. The
most powerful evidence of Sinn Féin policies
for the Protestant community are the sctions of
the Irish Republican Army. Whatever the
intention behind their military campaign, for
Protestants it makes a simple and striking
statement about their attitude to Protestants.
1t is a blunt statement which cannot comemani-
cate all aspects of the thinking behind the cam-
Paign, and may not in fact represent Sinn Féin

Sinn Féin and the SDLP. The way Protess

view Sinn Féin's statements and actions are
determined by their existing assumptions
about Sinn Féin, and in so far as they can think
about the implications of new Sinn Féin initia-
tives, they come to an understanding of what
it means through interaction and sharing of
views within the Protestant community. In
this context, usually the only opinion
expressed is the prevalling traditicnal one that

strategy but are satisfhed that it
o

oes.

Thirdly it may be hard to have sympathy for
the concems of Protestants if you are a member
of the majority community in Desry which feels
that wrongs have been done fo it by the Protes-
tant minarity. This paper is not an attempt to try
to justify the past actions of Protestants which
may have limited the opportunities available to

d the od

Protestants which explains their behavicn

past and still influences how they

sent situation. It i5 also pecessary bo rem

that many of the current leadership of the
thy

do ot accept responsibality for its actions.

PROTESTANT CONCERNS
Frotestants are predictably concer
about security issues, employment and mate
al well-being. But an underlying feature of
their thinking since the 17th Century has been
the fear of being overwhelmed by the Catholic
community, so that they would lose their spe-
cific characteristics and culture. This has been
especially sirong in the Derry arca because of
the important symbol of the Siege of Derey,
which promotes the idea that one has o
defend onc's beliefs agaanst a hostile world. In
sddition Protestants in Derry have been aware
of their minosity position, especia
Catholics became the majority in the ¢
19th Century. For some this has a religious
dimension because they feel the maintenance

Cathalics, but aims to unds

of F is essential for the religious
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instruction and eternal welfare of their descen-
dants. For most it is more simply a concermn bo
maintain the future of themselves and their

group.

This outlook is not exclusive to the Protes-
tant community, and probably cceurs in any
situation where two or more groups ase in

jet. It means that many Frotestants have
found it difficult to pay attention to the con-
cerns of the other section of the community in
the same way as the grievances of the Catholic
majority have made it difficult for some of
them to take note of the feelings of Protestants.
This explains the significance attached to the
nam of the city. It is not just a question of
Protestants wanting to have their own way.
While the Catholic population wanted to
reassert the Gaelic roots of the city in reverting
bo the name Derry, for Protestants it appeared
to symbolise a wish to remove them from the
city. Protestants said if they take the London
out of Londonderry, do they want (o take the
Protestants out as well?

Frotestants feel they belong in Ireland,
though they also feel that their sense of
belonging is challenged by republican rhetoric
which does not take account of them. They do
not want to beave, but they also fear being sub-
merged in a Catholic state.

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS
FOR PROTESTANTS

For Protestants the last 20 years have been
a period of retreat and withdrawal. They do
not visit the city and take part in activities
there very much, through perhaps they eross
the bridge more than they admit. There are
few Protestants left living on the Cityside,
apart from the small Fountain estate. Many
feel they were forced out, either physically or
psychologically. Many of the rest feel that
they were offered no part in the life of the
community and went elsewhere. This last
point is quite important as many Catholics do
not understand why Frotestants feel excluded.
They say Protestants are welcome but they too
have to make an effort to get involved. How-
ever, being ignored is as demoralising as being.
attacked.

The withdrawal from the life of the city, is
paralleled by the loss of political power. The
parliamentary seat is now solidly in the hands
of the SDLP, and the Unionist parties hold
only one third of the City Council seats, While
the present system more accurately reflects the
population of the constituency, one should not
underestimate the concerns and worries which
motivate Prolestants 1o try to keep control, and
which now make them fearful of their place in
the city in the future.

These fears were compounded by the
Anglo-lrisa Agreement which seemed farther
to erode Protestant influence and increase the
influence of the Dublin government. The loss
of Protestant privileges and status may seem
minimal to unemployed members of the
Catholic community, but to Protestants they
seem very 1 shifts in i

® The Guildhall, Derry

themselves had no influence or power.

The losa of power has been reinforced by
the inability of Protestants to be able to change
the situation. Because they relied on maintain-
ing control, they have little experience of
methods of cooperation and persuasion in
dealing with opponents. When they lost their
power they mainly persisted using the tradi-
tional tactics and were unsuccessful. One
exception in Derry was the willingness of
some unionist councillors to enter into power-
sharing arrangements in the 19705 and from
the middle of the 1980s. But many Protestants
have been unhappy with such cooperative tac-
tics and it is important to understand why.
They fear that they weuld become token repre-
sentatives of the Protestant community with
no actual influence. It does not matter if the
council has a unionist, or indeed a Sinn Féin
Mayer, as the SDLP can always outvote the
other parthes iF it wishes. Even more worrying
is the danger that in cooperating one will
make compromises and deny one's traditions
50 that they are r,uaually eroded and the com-

Protestant interests were not being locked
after. For some this was the necessary price to
be paid for demonstrating their separateness
and their rejection of the present system. The
public demonstrations and protests were also
part of the strategy. Some were directed
against members of their own community
such as the Independent Unionist councillors,
whio were seen as traitors splitting unionist
unity. Most widespread were the protests
apainst the Anglo-Irish Agreement. It is worth
neting that the terms of the Public Order legis-
lation in 1987 did not provoke much concern
in the community, but the fact that it was seen
a5 a product of the Anglo-Irish Agreement and
Dublin influence became the basis for the
protests. It may seem that all these forms of
protest were unlikely to succeed, but the
impact of their failure has been quite profound
and has left Protestants feeling even more
threatened and insecure.

Given the insecurity it has not been easy
for Protestants to reassess what their inberests
are, and they have maintained their traditional

Many and ather

munity as a dist ity will be

mmmcnnmm and polllndnns tried to reassure
Protestants that they had been offered guaran-
tees, and that their material position had not
been affected.  But these comments miss the
reason for Protestant concemns, which ane more
to do with losing control of their situation.
This explains why in the past they always
tried lo guarantee their position by retaining in
their own hands control over their situation.
This reassured even those Protestants whe

or even disappear. This concern
is common in other similar situations and it
means that any effective system of cooperation
must include mechanisms which protect ade-
quately the basic rights of all interests.
However, the mare common reaction lo the
loss of pewer has been There

L to the United Kingdom as their
best defence, but they have been forced to
reassess how they can look after their interests.
It is too early to say yet if the experience of
cooperation in the council, or the participation
in the ]'m'lhiral talks will confirm for them that
there is nothing to fear from accommedation

and

has been a rejection of politics, most dramati-
eally demonstrated in the boyeett of the coun-
cil from 1985 But at the same time there was
an awareness that withdrawal meant that
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and hese are more effiec-
tive ways o project their interests. 1 the talks
break down in acrimony it is likely they will
fall back on more intransigent positions which
will be a block to other development in the




near future It therefore follows that Protes-
tant involvement is preferable to the prospect
of their complete withdrawal. This must cre-
ate a dilemma for Sinn Féin since at one level
they will not want the talks to schieve a new
internal settlement, but it may be helpful if
Protestants’ representatives have a positive
- it ol -

of the Cathalic comemunity.

IMPACT OF SINN FEIN

The developments discussed in the last sec-
ton are the most si issues for Protes-
tants, and this means that the policies,
statements and actions of Sinn Féin on social
and econoric issues are of only secondary
importance for them, apart from how they
affect basic Protestant concerns. In so far
as Protestauts take account of republican
thinking and the armed struggle, it confirms
that the most common Protestant analysis is
correct: that the aim is to remove theumls
from lreland, and the only possible response
to resist Mmbbeﬂmmmmbm
pretations. One is that republicans are evil ber-
rorists who do not believe in Law and order,
but seek to undermine the stability of society.
Ir 8o far a8 republicans say they want to over-
throw the present state in Northern Ireland
and revolutionise the Irish state, they give sup-
port to such a view. The destructi
ty and businesses, and the killing of the

tives of the forces of law and order

are seen in that light. The nature of the gueril-
la campaign means that attacks can only be
made by ambush, often when the t.
individuals are off duty. Whi
supporters are aware of the risks involved,
from a Protestant perspective the attackers are
seen as cowardly and there is no respect for
them as brave idealists. Many would support
a shoot 1o kill policy, and there is little sympa-
thy when IRA members are killed b}f the army
or police in the course of an

A second interpretal repd:licnu
are actively hostile to Protestants. In this
regard the killings of policemen increase the
resistance of the Protestant community. Tt
does not matter how clearly the IRA say that
the reason policemen are legitimate largets is

Importance to Protestants

® A loyalist protestor outside the Hillsbor-
ough summit

because they are representatives of the securi-
ty forces, the individuals concerned are part of
networks of kin and family who could never
see them as part of an oppressive military
machine. Attacks on British scldiers do not
always cause the same sense of personal
attack, but nenetheless they are seen as attacks
on protectors of the community.

The third explanation is that republicans do
not care about Protestants. Accidental killings
are seen as avoidable. Apologies cause anger
because the possibility of an accident should
have been foreseen. Most Protestants are not
aware of the republican analysis of the situation
which sees the removal of Britain from Ireland as
the priority, and argues that Protestants cannos
analyse the situation correctly because of the
British presence. This position does ignore the
views and concems of Protestants and they are
acutely aware of a serse that the republicars do
ot care about themn, especially as they are a tar-
get of the military campaign.

So the armed struggle increases the opposi-
tion and determination to resist, and increases.
the pressure on the British government not to
give way to ican demands.

Paradoxically, the strategy of trying to
obtain British withdrawal without reference to.
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the Protestants increases Protestant pressure
on the British to stay. The armed struggle also
provides a justification for Probestant violence.
The level of support for Protestant violence
shifts with the prevailing situation and many
people are quite ambivilant about it in the
same way as there is ambivilance in the
Catholic community towards republican vie-
lence, but certainly republican viclence
increases support for reprisal attacks.

IMPLICATIONS FOR SINN FEIN

What are the implications of all this for
Sinn Féin? It should be clear that the Protes-
tant community has major concerns about
which Sinn Féin can do little. The move to a
maore just and equal society is a painful pro-
‘cess for the Protestants because they lose both
political and econcmic advantages. As a result
they resist change and are worried that the
balance will tip the other way so that they
become irrelevant and discriminated against.
The difficulty is partly ‘hat people may not
want to belp the Protestants to asdjust. It can
be argued that they were not very concerned
about the Catholic population in the past. It
has already been suggested that such an aiti-
tude may not only be unfair tc Protestants but
is also not very helpful to progress, because
Protestants may not be able to stop the process
of change bul they can frustrate attempts bo
create a more united community.

So npubllum ]uve to decide :i they are

d in g with
Protestants. If they are mlnmnlnd there are
two other problems for republicans. The first
is making their voice heard over the noise of
the nmed sl.rug;le and in the context of the

that
opposed to Protestants. Any attempt at
ion needs direct b

and the present opportunities are limited,
though one should not underestimate the
influence of depate in the Councils. After
unionists returned to the Council, one unionist
councillor said during one meeting that he
could pot understand the Sinn Féin members’
position. He expected them to be taking a tra-
diticn inti-unionist line and they wese not
doing this. He assumed they were playing
some kind of subtle game. Regular contact of
this kind would provide an opportunity to test
out the meaning of Sinn Féin strategies.

The third difficulty is that co-operation
involves respecting the other group. To con-
chede with another quotation from Peter Mar-
ris, “even the most honourable intentions can be
profoundly alienating if they assume the identity of
tiose they seek to heip and tell them what their
lives should mean. The presumption is, [ think,
more inlimalely threalening than indifference ar
hostility, and is bitterly resented. To be told the
micanirsg of yowr ife by others wivich are not yours,
implies thal your existence does nol matler to
them.” Republicans have been treated in this
way and have “bitterly resented i, This may
help them to be sensitive to the possibility that
they might treat Protestants in the same way,
yet in any experiences of contact between the
Republi M and Py the
impression has been left that the republican
participants were trying to tell the Protestants
what they should think or 1o understand how
they might influence Protestants to see things
their way. What Protestants need is for their
views to be taken seriously and incorporated

in any solution. Is the Republican Movement

® Sinn Féin -mm and actions on wchl ann economic issues are only of secondary  yijjing o do this?

A DERRY PROTESTANT
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PROTESTANTISM,
UNIONISM

AND

LOYALISM

““The republican quarrel is with the British state in
Ireland and the truth is that we cannot and should
not ever try to coerce the Protestant people into a

united Ireland, we must convince them of the

rightn
them from advocacy of our cau

ince the signing of the
Hillsborough Accord,
Unionists have been con-

of our cause and the benefits accruing to

@ The unionist pecple of the Six Counties have a sneaking fear that Britain
has subtly and deceitfully initiated a withdrawal timetable

milifant grassroots loyalism as a lower-class
populist Protestantism. Over recent years we
have seen the involvement of “respectable’ sec-
tions of the Protestant population in the pro-

fused, ful and fear-

ful. Despite all the claims
from British ters that the
union is now guaranteed in perpe-
tuity, the unionist people in the Six
Counties have a sneaking horror
that fine though these words may
be, that there is a secret scenario,
that in reality Britain has subtly and
deceitfully initiated a withdrawal
netable.
There are those within the Protestant com-
y who accept that they have been sold
short as a people by their historic dependence
on Britain. As a people who for 50 years did
nat have to justify their actions to anyone they
now find themselves wracked with fear and
seli-doubt, feverishly seeking solace in the old
certaintics of the past while wildly looking all
round them for any or some means of assert-
their validity as a nation. Witness their lat-
est searches among Irish pre-history for sagas
and stories to prove their m\n-n.ramh'nn.s as
are the ‘Cruithin’, the original
. They, and not the

etween unionism and

Are they one and the same or i one
an unacceptable version of the other? It is too
simplistic, indeed it is simply wrong to define

flourish of a British politician’s pen, a belea-
guered community, surrounded by a sea of
Rebellion, militant Catholicism, and even
Marxism. The nationalist population, for
decades the wretched of the North, were por-
trayed as an awful theeat to the stability and
of British ‘Ulster’. Unbonism’s

£ arms and th ation of
armed groups. Vanguard, Tara, the Third
Force, Ulster are all ples of the

Protestant peaple of ‘property” in action.
Why then do substantial proportions af
any community seek solutions in arms? Tradi
tionally, Irish

nubululy b come bo terms with what was hap-
pening led inexorably to the onslaught of a
Ilvyl]ls! sectarian slaughter that has been an
i feature of life here for the past 20

have sought to assert thelr Inshnm their
independence, and their separateness in
armed struggle with the British. Ironically, in
this century, it was the unionists who first
defsed the might of the British empire with the
formation of the UVFE, and Carson was the first
10 show that the British govemment were
amenable to force while intransigent 1o dia-
logue. After the creation of the "m\ County
statelet, unionists did not have any great
necessity bo resort 1o arms in a thorough going
extra-legal fashson. All the coercion that was
needed to keep the nationalists cowed was
supplied by the regime in Storment

The rise of the Civil Rights Movement, and
the reemergence of militant republicanism,
shattered the myth of the unkonist monalith

and after the fall of Stormont in 1972 the whole

edifice flew apart in all its contradictory frag-
ments. Paradoxically, Britain’s more public,
ined and open invelvement in Lrish poli-
the intreduction of Direct Rule, sent the
nist people into a paroxysm of panic. A
people who had, for almest 50 years,
employed every repressive discriminatory,
and dehuman method to ensure their
total domination of the state, became with the
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years.
It is a myth, and a myth much bandied
about by people who should and do know bet-
ter, that loyalist violence is a direct resull of
republican violénce. Loyalism may on occa-
sion respond to outside pressure but to deny
loyalism a life and a virulent life of its own at
that, is to deeply misunderstand the nature of
the beast. From the foundation of the northern
statelet, loyalist gangs have asserted them-
fves in the only way they know how, From

sel
the massacre of families in the "205 to the mas-
sacre of families in the ‘905 there is little differ-
ence to be seen. The Shankill Bulchers were
not inspired by any supposed [RA operations,
and neither were they the mindless psy-
chopaths that many liberals in Ireland would
so describe them. The mutilation of corpses
strikes as one of the most primitive beliefs in
humankind and the terror that such actions
would induce was very much understood by
the gang and its leaders. As Farrell has point-
ed out, referring 1o the emergence of sectarian
strife after the creation of the Six Counties:
““Uiiguist lenders were finding
iizc
lith their state, they could not dispense witl them




overnight. Orangeisen and Leyalisn had developed
it dymamic of Narér owon and Craig wasn’t

to challenge them, It tooulid not be the last time an

Orange backlash eould wreck altempls to stabilise
the morthern statelet by concessians o the northern
mimorily, or to the South.”

Since partition, beyalist sectarian cam-
paigns have been a recurrent featuse of life in
the North. Thise campadgns have often been
mistakenly described as "Tit for tat’ but that is
seldoam the case. Tt may be label

designed to show their military prowess.
There is every indication that loyalist groups
may attempt B0 resurrect that cross-border
campaign but there are politicians within loy-
alist ranks who are aware that such altacks
may in fact be counter-productive, alicnating
the support they are now enjoying in constitu-
tional nationalist establishment cirches.

In a document presented to a Sinn Féin
conference by a Derry Protestant who

for lazy politicians and commentators but it
contributes to the general lack d Iul‘knhnd-
ing of loyalism and posits a

sought unbonist
thinking, it umned “These fiears (of the
Pmifsldn! rn-mrnrm!_w wwere compoended by the

d'etre for the death squads. History teaches us

that loyalist military action s never solely a

direct response to IRA actions. On occasion

Ehere may be an overlap but in genesal it is fair

&0 say that loyalism has its own agenda and

that the main items on that agenda are the ter-
fir of e etk +

Ariglo-I ¢ wwivich seemed further to
erode Protestant influence and increase the influ-
ence of the Dublin government. The loss
Protestint privileges and stilus may seem mini-
mal to smempieyed mesmbers of the Catholic com-
miitity, but o Protestants they seem very
substantial shifts in influcnce. w.-y govern-

sending of violent signals to the British gov-
ernment not to tamper with the unjon. There
is litthe doubt that present-day loyalist gangs

ment gy wnd other

politicians tried 1o reassure Protestants that lhey
had been offered guarantees, and that their mate-

rial position had ot been affected. But these

politicised ard more durable. They do have
beiter access 1o official intelligence files and
have chviously spem 2 number of years delib-
erately military
on the IRA

‘This should not be seen as either a startling
or a radical advance. To aseribe this profes-
sionalism solely bo the shadowy influence of
British Intelligence is however incorrect. Loy-
alist gangs have, on occasion, been infiltrabed
and directed by agents of the British state.
And there is litle doubt that they have been
aided periodically by supporters in the South
African Intelligence services. As far back as
the early 19702 we have evidence of that collu-
sion — from Ginger Baker and the Military
Reaction Force episodes to the Brian Nelson
case and the later instances involving the sup-
ply of sophisticated missile technology Lo
South Africa. The recent admission by the loy-
alist gangs that they are receiving a steady
flow of secret information from the British
Army, UDR, and the RUC, should come as ne.
great surprise to anyone who examines the

ies of these gangs. The RUC and

the UDR are overwhelmingly recruited from
the Protestant community and see themselves
ot 50 much as preserving peace and order as
preserving the community with which they
equate stability. British Intelligence can pro-
wide information, can Eacilitate upeulmns and

t e reasan for Prolestant con-
cerns, which are miore bo do with losing control
of their situation — the loss of power s beent
reinforced by the inability of Protestants to be
able to change the situation. Because they relied
on masrtaining control, they have little experi-
ence of methods of cooperation and persuasion i
dealing with oppoments.”

Some would claim that such considered
ergumenls are mud-_; a coded response to
laim that ionists have
hmnghkall their woes on themselves, that
their violence, their d.nscﬂmlmmn their

® EDDIE FULLERTON

anly desire was 1o live in peace with its neigh-
bours They have distorted history and made
their sectarian little statelet the butt of ridicule
and shasve. And yet, tragically, given the role
created for them by Westminster there was
wery bittle else that they could have done or
belseved. Prisoners of a history made behind
their backs in committee rooms in Westmin-
ster and in the great drawing rooms of Empire,
they behaved exactly as an artificially created
imperial bulwark would behave. So it is that
present day unionists of every shade of opin-
fon blame the [RA for all their ills, and have

racism and their -l
the sétuation in the North and IIuI asms‘nga
tors they ot only are responsible but in many
ways deserve what is now happening to them
— the rub it up them’ approach to politics
that is evident not only in republican circles
but in the wider on this

little difficulty in seeing the defeat of the IRA,
and, by implication, that of the Catholic popu-
lation, as a far more important consideration
than any attempt at peaceful reconciliation
within the island of lreland

Ina porceptive and illuminating essay,
I s and Political Culture: a Union,

island. But that attitude does nothing to
resolve the problem and in effect |||:]p> o pro-
long it.

Natiomalist comparison, Liam O'Dowd points.
out that "to outsiders the inability of unionists
and nationalists in Ireland to engage in con-

structive pelitical dialogue is mystifying. One
of th advanced

musk
ask {and answer)
the question, “What
are unionists afraid
of?” The unionists
Eor lhnr part have provided clear

can create in which B
ment strategies can b duced, be they fur-

ions that lhey woul-i say
bote s S

ther oppmssaw measures or “political
initiatives’, without any great examination of
their wides implications.

While the control of loyalist gangs may be
of assistance to the British and has been a con-
stant in British policy here, there is ample evi-
dence that the British cannot fully control the
monster that they have created. They can
oversee selected operations against identified

and i has been

nationalism, in that order. There is
also the understandable if seldom
expressed fear that they will be
treated in any new arrangement in
just as cavalier a fashion as the
unionists have treated the national-
|sl mmunly In this they do not dif-

exposed lime and time again, but they have no
ability 1o dampen down the sectarian Fam-
pages when lovalists fuelled with religious
‘hatred stalk the streets and Lanes of the Six
Counthes.

There have been occasional forays into the
26-County state, bul these have tended 1o be
sporadic, either British-inspired and directed,
with very specific purposes, ey the
Dublin/Monaghan bombings in the earky
15705, or very discriminative, such as the
assassination of Eddic Fullerton, an act

Sinn Féin, the
SDLP and the various southern par-
ties. The unionists quite correctly
demand civil and religious liber!
yet have done their best to extin-
guish it in political and social life in
the North, just as their reactionary
counterparts in the South have
one.

The unionists now talk as if they nave been

a persecuted, misunderstood people whese

is the existence of political violence. Yet the
rejection of dislogue e “troubles’”.
Over 40 years were to elapse befose the prime
ministers of both pans of Ireland met. And it
is now a comical footnate to rish history that
i all the 50 years of one-party rule at Stor-
mant the only act proposed by the nationalist

position and agreed upon by unionists was
the Wild Bird Act.

To facilitate the development of even the
mast cursory understanding of the history and

it reality of the Probestant,/Unionist com:
munity it is our duty as republicans to help
dispel many of the myths that cling most cosi-
Iy to the Catholie/MNationalist tradition and
recognise that we are as much victims of a dis-
torted image of those same myths as our
Protestant neighbours. Empathy and under-
standing are not the antithesis of rigorous
political and self-analysis. There is nothing
weak or contradictory in Republicans facing
up to that fact.

When people say that if we are all to live
on this tiny island it must be in harmony with
our Protestant brothers and sisters, some mili-
tant republicans arc only too cager to dismiss
such statements as facile, mindless, heart-tug-
ging liberal nonsense. Aud 50 they are when
presented in a context where British involve:
ment in our affairs is ignored of plossed over.
However, we all will have 8 future after British
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rotesting on the first anniversary of the signing of the Hillsborough Treaty
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withdrawal and if we are to lve together in a
“Britless’ Ireland then republicans and nation-
alists have got to reach an equitable nm\p,c

part of our oppression. Of course, a recipro<al
desire for peace and understanding is required
from the Protestants in the North but we have

ment with th
arrangement must guarantee equal n@l\‘s Ew
all. No privileges, no perks, no special rela-
tionship and no religious or economic

itism for anyone of any

In the document presented by a Frotestant
academic to a Sinn Féin Conference, referred
to earlier, the author presents us with three
interpretations of Republican armed struggle
that most Protestants hold:

@ Republicans are evil terrorists who do
not believe in law and order, but seek to
undermine the stability of society;

@ Republicans are actively hostile to
Protestants. In this regard the killings of
policemen increase the resistance of the Frobes-
tant comenunity;

® Republicans do not care about Protes-
tants. Accidental killings are seen as avoid-
able. Apologies cause anger because the
possibility of an accident should have been
foreseen.

In conclusion the author writes, Wit
Protestants need is for thefr views to be faken seri-
cusly and incorporaled in any solution. Is the
Republicin Movement willing lo do this?*

If we are to ever resolve the situation in Ire-
land, if we are ever to have real and lasting
peace on this island, there must be a reap
proachment with the Protestant community in
the North. And befare there can be that reap-

nt we, as republicans, must seek to
understand and empathise with |h. Protestant
ity. Of course a { peace

Aly stated that in a post-British Ireland
and in the negotiations that would precede
such an arrangement, r:pubhcans wo\ﬂd br

House. Until we face up to those truths we are
still living in a dream of history. One objective
seality which must be faced by republicans
even if it is unpalatable is that many IRA activ-
ities fram the northemn Protestant perspective
are perceived to be sectarian. It is therefore
btedly true that the di between

generous. That generosity
meeded because someone, h wdl

the ithes which have historicall

have to take that first step towards breaking
e cycle of hatred and mi 2
has poisoned Lrish sociely.
Irish republicanism prides itself on its his
torical linking of Protestant, Catholic and Dis-
senter. The founders of

wxisted have become even wider as a result
This is the truth which must be recognised by
republicans and accommodated in any analy-
sis of militant loyalism. 1can thirik of ooca-
sions when some IRA operations displayed

lity to the feelings of ordinary Protes-

espoused the rights and the essential unity of
all Irish men and women freed from British
domination. [t dates its very existence, its phi
lasophy and its universality to the United Irish
maovement of the 1790s. Every rebellion, rising
and social movement since 1798 has had, we
are told, its share of Protestant involvement
and leadership. Froe Emmet to the Young
Irelanders, from the Fendans to the Land
League, from the Irish Renaissance to the East-
er Rising, Catholic, Protestant and Atheist
Irish men and women have played a formative
role. But partition ended all that all embracing
radicalisni. 1t is no exaggeration to say that
since the ending of the Civil War in Treland the
Protestant population has had only a minimal
part to play in the ongoing, debates and strug-
gles for the creation of a united, democratic
country.

What happened? How did a vibrant, radi-
cal nonconformist virtually disappear?
Republicans have been partly to blame. When
you look at the post-parttion development of

is a British withdrawal but we muslbc realistic
enough 1o accept that even after a British with-
drawal part of this island will still be inhabited
by mone than 900,000 people whose whale his-
tory, aspirations, culture and sense of stability,
have been formed, nurtured and reinforced

mlnm a British political, intellectual and ema-

pite the
angers and resentments of the centurie:

we

must open our minds to the ideclogy, the fears
and the beliefs of a community that has been

Protestant commaunity of the Six Cou

the Rey it is clear that time
and time again we have rejected that dissent-
ing vaice because of aur fear of the Catholic
hierarchy. When the Protestant workers from
the Shankill were belaboured by good ‘sound’
republicans in 1934 for attempting to march at
Bodenstown, who were they trying to
impress? — certainly not the people of no
property in Ireland and certainly nol the
Protestant workers in the North. They were
proving that they were good Catholics as their
appoinied leaders in Maynooth and Leinster

@ It we are to have lasting peace on this island there must be a rapprochement with the
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tants and although the [RA campaign is clearly
oot sectarian (even when RUC and UDR per-
sonnel are the targets) nnru:khcll.-;s, there

n some

areas of the movement which must be
remaved. Republicans still play lip-service to
the dicta of Walfe Tone, without in any way
attempting to examine honestly, without the
past’s baggage, the fact that the Irish indepen-
dence struggle is now virtually the sole pre-
serve of Catholics. By claiming that it is the
republican abjective to realise the aspirations
of Wolfe Tone without considering the absence
of any appeal in any relevant fashion to the
Protestant community, republicans are refus-
ing to accept reality and while our aims and
statements may be sdmirable in themsehves
they do not help advance the argument, nos
do they offer hope to Protestants.

Unpalatable it may be, but there has always
been an element within the Republican Move-
ment and on the istand of Ireland itseld who
secretly believe that the Protestant population
could be coerced into accepting Irish unity and
Endeperdence. That is not acceptable. Neither is
it possible, as Republicars should knaw, because
all the might of Britain could not and cannat,
suppress the Irish resistance.

The republican quarre] ks with the British
state in Ireland and the truth is that we cannot
and should not every try to coerce the Protes-
tant peopbe into a united Ireland. We musst
convines them of the rightness of our cause
and of the benefits accruing to them from
advocacy of our cause. We, as republicans,
have chodoes 1o make, we can continue paying
lip-service to anti-sectarianism while denying
the reality of sectarian elements in cur move-
ment, or we can actively seck Lo connect with
Protestantism at every level. There is great
animosity and misunderstanding on both
sides and our joint histories are littered with
atrocity and shame. While we offer the hand
f friendship fo our Protestant neighbours we
cannat expect them to read our palms to dis-
cover our intentions. We, as they, must be
ready 1o talk and apolegise and unite, and the
only way that can be achieved ks through
understanding. Are we ready for that painful
experience? 1f we are not then we consign the
peaple of this island to endless war.

MITCHEL McLAUGHLIN




She say, My first step from the old white man was trees. Then air. Then
birds. Then other people. But one day when I was sitting quiet and feeling
like a motherless child, which I was, it come to me: that feeling of being
part of everything, not separate at all. I knew that if I cut a tree, my arm
would bleed. And I laughed and I cried and I run all round the house. I
kriew just what it was. In fact, when it happen, you can’t miss it.
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Engingering

(British strategy criminalisation and the de

4 - 4
““The time is now ripe for republicans to clearly
analyse the nature of the anti-republican crusade
and to develop an aggressive and consistent
strategy for facing it down and challenging it.”

n October 1988 the then British Home Secretary,
Douglas Hurd enacted a media ban on interviews with
members of Sinn Féin and on others who d

3 New Consensus

moni

sing of republicans)

oot He
minicl e
20 yewrs.

“The reference 1o a ‘terrorist’ community contai

ved in the speech

\was a clear indication that any mationalist who didn't broadly support
o at least pot activ i
1o be placed be

Britain's coming ‘peace initiative’ was
wd the pale and denied any legitimacy. The ‘terrorist
1, o be shunned, vilified and opposed

o Underpinning the speech as well was a

byall"

1 position or who were critical of British

policies in Ireland. His move came on the back of ever
more sweeping legal changes, which added to emergency
Jaws, was to be a sign of things to come; a signal that the
policy of isolating. marginalising and demaonisin
republicans was well and truly in place and was lo become a
central weapon in Britain's strategy for defeating the
republican struggle.

Early in the following year a new man arrived to head up Britain's
administration in the Six Counties Peler Brooke, who was to launch
and eversee a major British initiative, was appointed to his post in
Juky 1989 and his arrival completed a nev line up of British political
and military heads which saw guardianship of the NIO, the British
Army and the RUC all in the hands of new Westminster appoinboes

These changes were quickly to b reflected in the political and military
operations of Britain's administration and forces in the Six Countics
Mapping out the public position Brooke, in his by now fam

rality and seemed 1o

100-day speech, talked of British n
the prospect that Britain was eventual
defeating the republican struggle and com
inevitability of future talks with republic.
however, and behind all the coniliato:
message altogether: Republicans were being g
abanden the armed struggle, in return for a period where t
n ilitate” themselves with an eventual view to invelvem:
“democratic process”

bo “act] a debate within the terrorist
 This debate would be “encouraged” by selling the notion
b rule was futile and meaningless and by
£ stalemate to the nationalist

clear o

communil
that to resist Brit
drumming home the messag
copnmLTil

& in effect was underway was 2 majos revamping of Britain's
policy « £ criminalising the republican struggle. To this end, an ev
mor « anpliant media, who in many instances had by now become
almest indistinguishable from state publicity officers, were to be use
to encourage the forging of a virubently anti republican alliance which
would take as its principal role the doctr ¢ that it was the resistance
of the oppressed and not the existence o oppression which was the
core of the problem.

The strategy is only the latest refinement of a palicy which goes
right back 1o the mid 1970s. Then the British began to employ
mafia-style gunmen, racketeers and
: IRA to prepare the way for a major
strugghe which was to pate in
iscners in the late 19705
ganda onslaught the British foste
wce, a so-called pe at, whi
refusal 1o tackle the issue of British

terminology $uch as §
criminals when referring 1o ¢
e republic




® The pseudo peace groups ignore all vielence which doesn't
stem from republicans
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premise, however, is unchanged and it s only the resistance of the
oppressed which is classified as vielence,

This false ‘peace’ doctrine, which ignores all violence which
doesn't stem fr
whale series of pseudo groups: The Peace Train'
“FAIT’, ‘STOP, and the Newry Hostages Committee’, to name but a
fw. These groups, many of whom are sponsored by political parties

i wals seize upon genuine
tain A actions and attempt to mobilise
protests, all of which are aimed at Sinn Féin. In many cases crowds,
ofm\ a senall as 40 people, are made up in large mc.l:uﬂe by

who are bussed in to give the i
protests. What also shouldn't be ignored is the seeming propensity of

the IRA 1o deliver their opponents sticks with which they themselves

be beaten.

rom their handling of the media and their semi-

professionalism it is clear that many of these

pseudo groups have substantial financial and

political ip. Foratime i

seemed unsure of how to deal with them other than
to attempt to expose the groups’ one-sidedness, a task not
made easy by active media promotion of all and any anti-
republican groups ol ividuals who sought or agreed to
publicly vent their spleen on Sinn Féin. Augmenting the
plethoras of groups has been the so-called constitutional
nationalists and their Dublin partners as well as the leaders
of all the main churches in Ireland, punﬂ[ul!\' Cahal Daly
of the Catholic Church. These agencies have been used to
add moral and political autherity to the biased and anti-
republican propaganda deluge aimed at undermining
republican support and demonising republicans,

Dublin and the SDLP have also been used to sell the notion of

: concern and profest at British actions by
lsborough,/Maryfield cop-out whereby there is very
muled respense of absolulely o public censure by the Irish

for British ritish actions.

:Ihe €
Cahal Daly, suffered a tempos
Newry duo w
ordered to

FAIT

5c0 of the
in the bocal cathedral after being
eged involvement in criminal activity
along with a desigrer group calling
itself the Newry Hostages Committee, ran into all-too open arms of a
media virtually unable to contain itself. Local republicans faced with
a Workers' Party sponscred protest march initially sought to ignore
the situation and refused to emerge from the local Sinn Féin centre,
which was the focus for a bizzare protest which had more media than
protesters in attendance. Buoyed by what they saw as success, the
organisers scheduled a second protest for the Sinn Féin centre which
was hastily rerouted due 1o a several-hundred strong crowd of local
peaple and Sinn rvér\ activists who were mounting a counter-
of the P rotests, with an

ey to the media tlw:n decided to stage a publicity stunt in which two
of those f¢ an would “seck sanctuary’ in Newry Cathedral

As the de unfolded, even the media’s best efforts
<couldn’t hide the fact that the pair had no local support outside of
their immediate families, and that the whole affair was being
erchestrated by people whose only concern was attacking republicans.

The intervention in the fiasco by Cahal Daly, who visited the area
and endorsed the ‘sanctuary stunt’ breathed life into the affair for
several more days, but gave great affront to a large section of the
nationalist community and led directly to a number of similar sit-ins
aimed at highlighting British repression.

By the end of the affair when the pair had to ingloriously rrkn'a-
from the cathedral amid recri amang their
local Catholic clergy, it was clear that Daly and others had bmlr
miscalculated the incident. They wene, however, down and not out.

The lessons learned from that episode have signalled that the time
is now ripe for republicans b clearly analyse the nature of the anti-
republican crusade and to develop an aggn and cansistent
strategy for facing it down and challenging it

Central to our approach should be consistent and accurate research
and collation of the partisan attity ol actions and the political bias
of the groups involved in this anti-republ rusade. This approach
should be underscored by a commitment to face head on any
exploitation of prople’s ge for peace.

— K. HILLICK
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® The Dubiin Raps Crisis Canire which has been constantly
undar threat of closurs as & result of govemment undor-funding

CRISIS IN
WOMEN'S
FUNDING —
LESSONS FOR
THE WOMEN'S
MOVEMENT

20

“We must build a 32-county
movement which learns the
lessons of history and meets
the real challenge for the
“90s. For republican women
that means starting the
debate on partition.”

THE mentation of the wom-
en's movement over the last ten

ars has left the women's groups
lobbying separatel for the little

money governments are prcp.!rcd

to grant to women's essential ser-
vices. It is time to build a uni
women's movement to put these

issues on the political agenda.
Any emerging wome v
ment in the '90s must learn from
the past and put the issue of parti-
tion top of the agend order to
undamental change in
f women in Irish
e done?

he Dublin Rape Crisis Centre
recently highlighted the crisis

n funding for women's ser-

wvices in the 26 Counties. The centre
has run a successful lobbying cam-
paign in the last few years which has
educated people on the vital work of
the Rape Crisis Centre. The govern-
ment in the 26 Counties (in this years
budget, 1991} allocated £35,000 to the
Centre as a result of public pressure
However, this is only a fraction of the mon-
ey that the centre needs to operate and recent-
Iy the Rape Cri entre was on the verge of
closure and again the centre lobbied for money
10 keep its doors open. The doors of the
Dublin centre might be open for another
while, but what about other women's services?
What about the gaps in rural areas where there
is no Rape Crisis Centres of women's refuges?
The case of the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre rais-
es fundamental issues for the women's move-
hy ks a service which is vital for
's health not funded by the state? 1
would argue that the fragmentation of the
women's movemnent has led to a dilution of the
pawer of the movement. Why has this hap-
pened? I think there are three reasons.

B

z

RESPONDING TO
WOMEN'S NEEDS

In the “80s the women's movement became
fragmented because women were forced to
organise essential services in response to
women's needs; family planning clinics, coun-
selling services on rape, sexual assault, contra-
ception, mental health, support groups for
singhe pasents, shelters for women who have
been battered. These groups are continually
attempting o provide a service to more and




® The Irish banner ‘Internaticnal Women's Day’ which was used by crown forces as a pretext to ban West Belfast women from marching
in their own city centre
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mare women, o maintain the existing services,
to run education prog o to Euncheal
all at the same time. They are in competition
for the little money that i available. They are
providing services that should be funded in
total by the state. Women should be coming
together as a united women's movement to
put these issues on the political agenda.

FAILED TO EXPAND
ITS BASE OF SUPPORT
The women's movement in the 70s chal-

all a direct mﬂlo.fﬂuha:dwwkdu\eby the
women's movement which benefited all wom-
en. However, in order to develop, the move-
rment had to expand its base of support. It
failed to do this. The movement was made up
of middle-class women so its agenda was nar-
row. In order to develop and attract support
from warking-class women it had 1o be rele-
vant o the seclo-economic sllu.ﬂlon of these
women.

Ireland are looking for 4 women's movement.
There are lots of groups but no centre. She
says, ““the movement has come fo resemble 8 wheel
with spokes and a rim with no cenlre. For the
1990 we meed a core o revitalise feminist debate
and politics in Northern Ireland™. 1 would agree
with her definition of the wheel with i
bt I think the debate on how femi

ed and had a broad range of speakers. One of
the speakers, Nonkluleko Woko from the ANC
women's section in her opening statemnent to
the conference said: *This is my first visit t0 Ire-
Lad ared | see a lot in common with my o coun-
try, South Africa. I se armoured cars, the armed
potice and soldiers on your streets. 1 find swomen

inist debate should not have a narrow I«xus
and limit itself to the Six Counties. We must
engage in debate across the border and
address the real Bssues for women in this coun-
try. We must build a 32-County movernent
which learns the lessons of history and meets
the real challenge for the 905, For republican
women that means starting the debate on par-
tition.

LESSONS OF HISTORY

The women's movemnent has been at its
strongest at times when the movement on the
national question was to the forefront: the Late
“60s, early ‘T0s and in the early part of this cen-
tury. It is important in this the year that marks.
the T5th anni; of the Easter Rising that

It had to tackle i
rty and expand its ranks to remain a
vibrant living movement

PARTITION

The women's movement did not address
the effects of partition on women's lives.
The issues that were bomn in the civil rights
struggle in the late ‘505 in the Six Counties
and the issues that sternmed from the rede-
ployment of the British army and occupa-
tion were never addressed by the women's
movement in the 26 Counties. The failure of
the women's movement 1o develop is relat-
ed to its failure to recognise the centrality of
partition in our oppression.

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
IN THE SIX Ci DI.I'N'HES

we reflect on women's involvement at the
time. Women's stories from this period can
inform our understanding of nationalism and
feminism. The 1916 Proclamation promised
I hi '-v' equal opp to

Tiving ared eniduring
and ! Hhink ]M at bome in Ireland.” She went
on to speak about the struggle in South Africa
and how Black women in her eountry link
women's freedom with the national struggle
for rights and democracy. She was well
received at the conference.

Last March on International Women's Day,
women marched from West Beliast to celebrate
International Women's Day and to highlight a
number of issues of concern 1o women. The
march was schoduled to go to Belfast city centre
but was stopped by British crown forces under
the pretext that a banner that stated International
Women's Day in Irish was offensive. Women
organised subsequent marches o highlight that
women in West Belfast were dended baskc civil
liberties, the right to march in their own streets.
The Belfast Raps Crisis Centre supported this
action. [t was one of the few women's groups to
4o 50 Some groups may not have attended
because they feared they might lose their find-
ing. This, in effiect, is self-censorship. Where

Mnmn Th:
expressed in the Proclamation was there, niat
because the male leaders of the Rising thought
it wias the right thing to do, even though some

of them might have, but because the women's
movement at that time was a social force
which as it became radicalised those
in the national and particularly In the labour
movement who saw its potential as an ally and
this influence is reflected in the Proclamation.
Hanna Sheehy Skeffington, feminist,
nationalist and socialist, is often quoted by
feminists today as the woman with the real
feminist credentials at the time because of

The history of th
the Six Counties i i the history nl women who

the primary role that she played in the cam-
pm;niurvmesiof women. However, it is
that Hanna linked

bive in a British

have d with th

lems that women face in the 26 Cmnu«s
together with all the problems that stem from
having an anmy of occupation on the streets.
Because the Nosthern Ireland state was found-
ed on sectarianism there has never been the
opportunity for the emergence of a strong
women's movement in the Six Counties. There
has never been any major mobilisation of
nationalist and loyalist women together on
any issue. Hnwngf women did campaign on
Ehee i 1, them in their

ties mawmmsmmmtdwvlupedmlwo

ways:
1. :I.l dwdapcd oulofﬂ- mi:lam of .

'Bmms-e of tl\c mk wvmm were tomed lo pla-_v

WOmen's J’re(dom with national freedom.
She was against the treaty in 1922. She
knew that it was a betrayal of the Irish
republic and that it would be a set back for
women's rights. On the treaty she said at
the time: *“There is @ regular stampade for it of
all the smoderate and the safe people witl the
shakes fat the country, women in He maln are
agivist it and as a vesult, Hiere is groat bitteress
against us all fust notw

Hanna continued to I.ulk women's freedom
with national freedom throughout her life.
She refused to accept pnrlllnon In the 1930s
she £ with from
the Six Counties because of her political
record. She refused to obey the onder and
crossed the border. She was arrested and

in the struggle they
their oppression md brought this pol:hc:sa‘
tion into the Republican Movement.

2 There have been over the years the emer-
gence of autonomaus women's groups like
rape crisis women's shelters and other wom-
en's seli-help groups who responded to the
nweds of women just like in the 26 Counties.
They operated in their own areas and have the
same problems of funding as women in the 26-
Counties. However, women's groaps in
mationalist areas also have Lo contend with
political vetting from the British government.
In her recent bock on the history of the wom-
en's movement in Northern lreland, Eileen
Evason argues that many women in Northesn

in Armagh Jail. She said: ~Asan
Irish Republican 1 stand for an Iinde-

wen, th e loudly clapped None
Klulieko Woko the previcus November? A lot of
Feminists from both sides of the border are very
comiortable discussing women in South Alrica,
but they put blinkers on when it comes to their
ovenl country. They reluse to address the fact that
women are sulfering daily under an army of
occupation. It takes a woman from South Altica
to make the connection instantly on ber [irst visit
ta Ireland. The next conference | hope will put
this gap on the agenda.

CHALLENGE FOR
WOMEN IN THE 905

““There cast be o trive democracy where there is
ot complete ecasomic and political freedont for the
entire patior, botl men and roomen.”

— Hanna Sheehy Skeffington.

In the long term we need 1o build a wom-
en's movemnent which has a broad base of sup-
port which draws from the experience of
feminism in the carly part of the century and
links women's freedom with national freedom.

In the short term we need o have a analy-
ks of the current situation facing women. We
need to start the debate. We nesd mare con-
ferences which bring women together from the
32 Counties to discuss the past, present and
future of the women's movement.

We need 1o encourage cross border visits
where women can exchange information and
can view first hand the day to day reality for
women.

pederst Tretand of 32 countics.” Hanna insisted
all of her life that women's rights were a cen-
tral part of the struggle and that any revalu-
tion would be incomplete if they were set
aside. It is important that we build a women's
movement in the 904 that once again links
women's freedom with national freedom.

CELEBRATING THE GAINS —
ADDRESSING THE GAPS

This time Last vear 8 conference was held in
B\Ir.m tithed Cuiebmm\g the gains - address-
ing the gaps’, the conference was well atbend-

publi v ready for debate
and dialogue.

MAIREAD KEANE
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~"We believe that a struggle like ours is impossible without
ideology... Our desire to develop our country with social
justice and power in the hands of the people is our ideological
basis... What we must do is to modify, to radically transform,
the political, economic, social and cultural conditions of our

people.”

AMILCAR CABRAL
oes

... The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is
the mind of the oppressed.”
STEVE BIKO
elals]
““Progress affects few. Only revolution can affect many.”
ALICE WALKER
000

“...The British will not use British arguments to cloak their
actions but Irish ones.”
LIAM MELLOWS
[alels]
*“She say, my first step from the old white man wasitrees.
Then air. Then birds. Then other people. But one day when I
was sitting quietly and feeling like a motherless child, which I
was, it come to me: that feehng.J of being part of everything,
not separate at all. T knew that if I cut a tree, my arm would
bleed. And Ilaughed and I cried and I run all round the
house. I knew just what it was. In fact, when it happen, you
can'’t miss it.”
ALICE WALKER
e
“To educate a man is to educate an individual... To educate a

woman is to educate a nation.”
MALCOLM X
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